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CHAPTER' XXXIX. 

FROM THE OPKSf^Q OF THE WAR WITS SPAIN TO THK SaT^« 1 OP 
TRAFALGAR. JAN.— OCT. 1805. ’l 

1. The world/’ said Nat>oldot)f destniciion. He fdH ^ laat| Rot be^ 
** believe me the enemy of pence; but cans© he opposed, but booans© he 
1 muHt fulfil niy destiny. 1 am forced yielded to, the evil spirit o{*hi^ titnea ; 
to combat ami conquer in order to pi'e- because, instead of ^\^eoking. he faii- 
Herve. You must accomplish some- ned the flame Ppvolutidnary ambi' 
thing new every three months in order tion converted by hiB«geuiiui into tl)at 
to captiv«t.e the French people. • With of military conquest; and continually 
them, whoever otases to advance is advanced bq^ore a devouring Are, 
lost.” (^)ntinual progress, fresh sue- which precipitated Ahn in the end 
cessions of victonoH, unbounded gl<u*y, upon the snows of Russia and the 
wore the conditions on which he held I’out of Waterloo, 
the throne. He know well that, the 2. But althou^ well aw'are that it 
moment these failed, his authority was on each perilous conditions, and 
would begin to decline. With him, such alone, that he held the throne, 
therefore, constant wars and evident no man knew better than Napoleon 
advances towards universal Tlomi- the importance of ooncealing their ei- 
iiiou, were not the result merely of istence from the eyes of mankind,'' and 
individual ambition, or dictate^ by representing himself aa cpmpellcd, on 
an insatiable desire to extend the every occasion, to take up arms in order 
boundaries of Fraiu‘e ; they were the to defend the dignity or Ipdependeuce 
necessarj’ consequence .of the circum- of the Kmpire. It was his general po- 
Htances in wliich he was placed^ and licy, accordingly, when he perceived 
the temper of the times in which be that unceasing encroachments during 
lived. They arose inevitably fi’om • a peace had roused a general spirit of re- 
military conqueror arriving at the su- sistance to his ambition, and that a 
preme direction of a nation, when it general war was inevitable, to make 
was heated by the pursuit of revolu- proposals of accommodation to the 
tionary ambition. Is this system, most inveterate of his enemies, in order 
however, required a continual saori- to gain the credit of moderate in- 
floe of the ri^itsand interests of other tentions, and throw npoR them the 
nation* in order to feed the vanity odium of actually commencing hos- 
and gratify the passions oft one, it in- tilitiea. It pursuance of this system, 
volved in itself, Hke every otherjirregu- he wa# no sooner convinced, from 
lar indulgence, whether in nations or the turn which his diplomatSo x^la- 
individuala, the prinoijdes ofeits owR iions with Kussia and Bweden had 
VOL. VI, 
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liUlceQ, ^ thM wlii^oxkf was ap- 
proaQ)Mi%v xiiaii^e. ma4d |>aci0e 
tares tp ^e fis^nabigoTeriMK^t. !1^ 
.]ietter'<»ii i^s sul^et^ addresald, ac- 
iiis custom, to the King of 
ill peraoD, was of the follow* 
'ijhgteiiior:^ * 

3. Sire, my brother — Called to the 
tihrone % Providen<# and the suf- 
liragea of the seoate, the people, and, 
Idle army, my first feeling was the do-g 
aire for peace. France and Kngluid 
abuse their prosperity :^ey may con- 
tinue their strife for ^Sli^ 
their governments, in s^oing, fulfil 
the most sacred of the duties which 
thej^ ow^ to theiif people t And how 
will they answer to their consciences 
for so muclv blood uselessly shed, and 
without the prospect of any good what- 
ever to their subjects? I am not 
ashamed to make the first advances. 
I have, I flatter myself, sufficiently 
proved to *the world that 1 fear none 
of the chances of war. It presents nc^ 
thing which I hate occasion to fear. 
Peace is the wfeh of my heart; but 
war has never been adverse to my glory. 
I conjure your Majes^, therefore, 
not to refuse ^^iftrself the satisfaction 
of giving peace to the world. Never 
was an occasion more favourable for 
calming the passion^, and giving ear 
only to the sentiments of humanity 
and reason. If that opportunity be 
lost, what limit can be assigned to a 
war which all my efibrta have been un- 
able to terminate f Your Majesty has 
gained more during the last ten years 
than the w^hole extent of Europe in 
riches and territory : your subjects are 
in the very highest state of prosperity : 
what can you expect from a war ? 
To fonn a coalition o^' the Conti- 
nental powers ? Be assured the Con- 
tinent will remain at peace. A coa- 
lition wiU only increase the strength 
and preponderance of thor^ French 
empire. To renew our intestine di- 
visions ? The timesaare no lon{;er the 
same. To* destroy our finances ? Fi- 
nances fotmded on a fionrishing agri- 
cultui-e can never be destloyed. To 
wi-est from Fmi^ W colonies f They 
are to ber only a woondazy considera- 
tion; and your Misgesty has already 


eimugh and to spare of th^e posses- 
ri&s. Upon reflection ydtt^ must, I 
am/ pere^aded, yourself arrive at the 
conclusion, that the war is Maintained 
without on object ; and what a melan- 
choly prospect for two great nations 
to combat xaeMy ffir sake of fight- 
ing t# The world is sul^Iy large enough 
for both to live in ; and reason has still 
sufficient power to find the means of 
reconciliaiion, if the inclination only 
is not wanting. 1 have now at least 
discharged a duty dear to my heait. 
May your Majesty trust to the sin- 
oertty of the sentiments which 1 have 
now expressed, and the reality of my de- 
sire to give the most convincing proofs 
of it } 

4. The fonns&jf a representative gov- 
ernment would not permit the King 
of England to answer this communica- 
tion in person; but Lord Muigrave, 
the minister for foreign affairs, on the 
Hih January, addressed the follow- 
ing answer to M. Talleyrand His 
Britanuic Majesty has received the let- 
ter oddi'essed to him by the chief of 
the F#5aich government. I’'bere is no- 
thing which his Majesty has more at 
heart than to seize the first opportuni- 
ty of restoring to hie subjects the bless 
ings of peace, provided it is founded 
upon Vi oasis not incompatible with 
the permanent interests and security 
of his dominions. His Majesty is per- 
suaded that that object cannot be at- 
taineTl but by amingements which 
may at the same time provide for the 
futyre peace and security of Europe, 
and prevent a renewal of the dangers 
and misfortunes by which it is now 
overwhelmed. In conformity with 
tliert; sentiments, his Majesty feels 
that he cannot give a more s|>ecific .an- 
swer to the overture which he has re- 
ceived, until he has had time to com- 
municate with the Continental powers, 
to whom he is united in the most con- 
fidential manner, and paiiiculaily the 
Emperor hf Hussia, who has given the 
strongest proofs of the wisdom and 
elevation of the eentiments which 
he is animated, and of the lively in- 
terest ^which he takes in the security 
and independence of Europe.** 

5. Tkis reply, which in a manner 



1805.] Ehi'saj&iiTir dir »Er»c^' ‘ . , 

dindbae^tbe esistenoe of s ooaSteB L(o c^ef ttgtljfif}’ Itidlt; ww^ . 

ogaiuBt Fwo«, or at leaet ^ negotiiir peemdQw h$ >lUaed tlie ay«9 

tioaB teodixtg to fmoh an Ind, i»om- ^ hia at 'th^ time 

pletely aoavared i|i« pttrpoBe of Hapo- be iySa ialiiig nwwmreR^^M eveot 
feou. It Wfch revealed to the eubjects ehowed, for w ^ tbe 

of his empire the nbcesail^ of extemetve Ligerka repubUo iftih and the 

armameuts, gave thii^ aa pp^r^ ppogreaaive eacteimioa dl its 4ommion 
tuaity of comparhig’what they dkiaed ov^ the Stetea and the 

the pacific iutentioDfi and moderation whole Italian peaiiiRuia. Iceman ever 
of the Emperor with the projects of knew eo well as !Ka|>oleon ho% by the 
ambition which were entertained by^ artful me of ^urmg eapr^ions^ tp 
the coalesced apvereigns. The press, blind his people to the reidity of the 
which \n his hands, as it invariably projects whapii he had in view ; none 
does in the hands of every despotic ever oalciAlRed bo successfully upon 
power, whether militaiy or popular, the B%hir recollection, and exclusive 
hod become the most temble ana slav- attention to presentohjents, vhichjrave 
ish instrumeut in benighting mankind, ever characterised tSat volatile people; 
resounded with deolj^atione on the and none ever so sucoessMly pracused 
forbearance and wisdom of the youth* the great art of I'evolutiom^ to rouse cf- 
fill conqueror. The real causes of the fort by the language of gcniarokilb, and 
war-*'the occupation of Italy, the in* apply it to the purposes ^ iidficmness. 
vasion of Germany, the sulyugation of 7. This session of thS legislative body 
Switzerland— wei-e studiously kept out was distinguished jm important step 
of view; the encroachments the in French finance, highly chamcteiistio 
Allies, the ambition of kings, the lust W the increased grildon^ and milder 
of the coalition, alone were referred to. administration by virhich that great de* 
Public opinion, formed on t||e only pai-tment was now governed. This was 
arguments the |>eople were permitted the commencement of the system of 
to heal', pi*epared unanimously to sup- indired taifition, ^d the oonseqnent 
port , the ruler of France, in the fiim diminution of that diormouB lo^ of 
beliefthat in BO doing they were not M- direct buidens which, amidtt all the 
lowing out any projects of oifen^ve am- declamationB of the revolutionists, had 
biiiou, but preparing onlyfor the main- been laid during the preceding convnb 
ten, nice of domestic independence, sions upon the French people. It has 
d. This general delusion was increas- been already mentioned, that the ter- 
i'd by the eloquent and seducing ex- ritorial burdens of France, dm-ing the 
presaions in wmch Napoleon addressed progress of the EevolutLon, had become 
himself to the legislative body at the enormous ; the land-tax amounting to 
opening of the session in the cldle of a full fifth of the whole profit derived 
the year 1804. ** l^i mces, magistrates, from cultivation by the nation, and the 
soldiers, citizens ! " said he, ** we have inequality in the distribution of this 
fill but one object in our sevei^ de- burden being so excessive, that in many 
partment4s — the interest of our country, places the landowners paid thirty, forty, 
Weakness in the executive is the great- fifty, and erven eighty per cent on their 
cst of all misfortunes to the people, incomes. The enormity of the evil at 
Soldier, or First Consul, I have but one length attracted the attention of the 
thought: Emperor, 1 have no other Emperor, and his fugacious mind at 
object — the prosperity of hVance. J do once pwxjeived the su^riority of taxes 
wt iciah to Create itt tefifUory, but J on (vnsumption, which, confounded 
am rcaohed to nutintain it$ inteffrity. with the ptiedPm the artii^les on which 
1 hav# no desire to augment the in- they were laid, were hardly felt as a 
tluence which we possess ^n Europe; grievonci^ over an enormous direct 
but I will not permit what we enjoy to payment from the proprietors to ^e 
decline, iVo atate akaU be inooPporated government, which Tell with excessive 
uiih OUT anpire ; but 1 will aaorifioe and intolerable severity upon a parti- 
my rights, or ihe ties whichr unite us cular class of society. Under his aus- 
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a sy6te^l ojjiodirecsi 
taxaiK i^aa <nfgai^^, under the name 
of Dtffdu KemiBf which eoon o|me to 
form an |int>ortaiit brauoh of the pub^ 
Ho rei^endie,^ In the vei-y ^st year, 
though their amount was very izhsoU' 
uider^ble, they enabled the government 
to dsminiah the tennt|^rial impoet by 
1^200,000 francos, or £’fc,000. The re- 
venue, os laid before ^e Chambers, 
though not a faithful picture, exhibited^ 
a progreasive increase in all its branches, 
and enabled the EmpercSTvi without any 
loans, with the assistancS^nly of the 
fifioat contributions levied 'on Spain, 
PoHugal,, Italy, and other allied atates, 
to meet the vaev and increasing ex- 
jienses of the year. On the 81st .De- 
cember, a flattering exposition of the 
situation of the Empire was laid before 
the chambers by M. Ohampagny, the 
minister of the* interior, and the in- 
tention annpuDOed of effecting consti- 
tutional changes in the Italian and 
Batavian republics;, similar to that re- 
cently completed in tKe French em- 
pire. The splendid picture which these 
representations di’ew of the internal 
prosperity of France gavi rise to the 
eulogium on Napoleon, which acquired 
a deaeived celebrity at the time ; — 

The first place was vacant : the most 
worthy was called to fill it : he has only 
detUioned anarchy.” 

8. Events of still greater moment 
were announced to the British parlia- 
ment in the speech from the throne; and 
the negotiations which then took place 
were of the greater importance that 
they formed tlie basis on which, at the 
conclusion of the war, the arrangements 
at the Congress of Vienna were mainly 
formed. From the ground then taken 
Great Britain, amid all the subsequent 

^ The ixicome of Pranoe during the year 
1804 was eighteen mil lions of francs higher 
tlian in 1803, and was as follows: — 

Frfttiot4 £ 

Direct taxes, . . .313.V4d,000orl2,£»50,000 

Registers, . . li48,9B4,000 * ' 7,060,000 

Customs, f . 41,485,000 1,700,000 

Eacise, first year, 3,865,000 *' 150,000 

Post-offioe, . . 10,471,000 y 420.000 

lottery, . , 16,058,000 “ 660,000 

tialt-tax, . 3,220.000 " 130,000 

588,062,000 or 23, 566, 000 
—Due »K Qakta, I. 304, 


vis^tudesqf tbrtooe, never%pp^ mo- 
ment swerved. In theapeeoh fr^the 
thivme>f^EingofEfigljik^obeeiwed:^ 

1 have reoeiv^ padific ovwrittires frmn 
the chief of the goveVqment, 

and have iit^^oee^enoe expressed ipy 
earnest dedr^ to wbijjpce w op- 
portifnity of restoring the bleesitiga of 
peace, on such grounds as may be eon* 
sistent with the permanent in&restatid 
safety of my dominions ; but ob- 
jects aie closely connected, with the 
general peace of Europe. I have, there- 
fore, not thought to enW into 

any more particular explanatiou with- 
out previous communication with those 
powers on the Continent with whom I 
am engaged in wmfidential intercourse 
and connection with a view to that im- 
portant object, and especially the Em- 
perori of Russia, who has given the 
strongest proofs of the wise and digni- 
fied sentiments with W'hich he is ani- 
mated, and of the warm interest which 
he takes in the safety and independence 
of Europe.” * 

9. H was not without foundation 
thatMrrittthuspubliclyannouncedthe 
fomiatioD of political connect ions which 
evidently pointed to a third coalition. 
His ardent mind had long perceived, in 
the coWness which had ^eu place be- 
tween France and Russia, and tlie al- 
most open rupturewith Sweden, the ele- 
ments from which to frame a powerful 
confederacy against that formidable 
empire ; and considerable progress, 
through his indefatigable efroi-ts, had 
been made, not only in arranging the 
basis of such a confederacy, but in ob- 
tain ’Ug the co-operation of the power 
whose aid was indispensable to its suc- 
cess — the cabinet of Vienna Assured 
at length of the friendly disposition 
of the Austrian government, notwith- 
standing the caution and reserve which, 
from tlieir exposed situation, they were 
compelled to adopts Mr Pitt, four days 
after the ^leetiug of pariiament, pre- 
sented a oonfidentiid communication to 
the Russian ambassador in Lon ion, in 
which the basis of the principles of the 
coalition was distinctly laid down. It 
was prsposed-^i. To reduce France to 
its former limits, such as they were * 
before tXPe Revolution. 2. To make, in 
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ikt OtfUQlxiM renoiifid fiom fiilbenrtm, the deUveranee 9 t 

Bmamf edeh erraiijr^efate mi while ' ^Eoroft/: and it la a g^oyiihie 
thdf Pfoyideia i^o Wt ^ s»||bioual ^petsereranoe ae uvell ae 

ner for the hai^nM aod c^hts of modmtioct^ to behold the eame objects 
their inhabitants itniy at the aatae time unoeaeini^y pniaiM hv hi«^aceeBi3oi%^ 
fom a powerful barrier against it in du^ng ten years of the most violent 
{hture^ and fo\ this purpose to iuoor- osoillatipm of fortune, imd no severer 
porate the Low Countrieii witlF Pros- terms at length impost upon the van* 
Ilia; 6. To unite the kingdom of Etruria quished than had been a^freed to by 
to Tuscany, restore Lombardy to Aus- their conqueim in the oiltset 6f the 
tria, and Annex Genoa tp the kingdonP strife, and at the highest point of the 
of Piedmont ; 4 To take measures for enemy’s elevation.* 
establishing a system of public right 11. Diplt^atic relations of a friendly 
thi'oughout Europe. “ The finst of character Mm already taken place be- 
these objects/' continues the note, is tween the cabinet m St Petersburg 
certainly the one which the views of and that of Berlin.^ So enrly as 24th 
his Majesty and of the Emperor (of May 1804, the latter, alarined al the 
liussia) would wish ^ be established, rapid strides of France iu the north of 
without any inodidcauon or exception ; Oennany, had concluded a soon^ coH’ 
and nothing less can completely satisfy venrion with the former, by w|i|oh it 
the wishes which they have formed for was stipulated that so long as the First 
the security and independence of Eu- Consul limited himself to S0,()0<l 
rope/* The co-operation of Austria in the north (if Germany, two courts 
was alluded to in the same document ; should remain quiescent ; but if other 
for it goes on to state — ^ His M^esty* states in the neig^bnurfaood should be 
perceives with pleasure, from the secret invaded, the^ should unile their forces 
and confidential communications which and act in conceit f5r the common de- 
your Excellency has transmitted, that fence. But the death of the I>ake 
the viea^s of the couH of Vienna are d'Enghien •produced wanner feelings, 
perfectly in accordance with this prin- and rppidly led to fdilposition towa^ 
ciple, and that the extension which a coalition in the northern courts, 
that court desires can not cm^ be ad- though the long-established jealousy of 
mitted with safety, but even carried Prussia still marred the conclusion of 
farther with advantage to the common a lasting alliance. A treaty was con- 
cause” eluded between Russia and Hweden, 

10. But it is woi*iby of espegial no- for the avowed purpose of maintain - 
tice, that, even in this secret and con- ipg the balance of power in Europe, 
fidential note, there is not a hint of at^ providing for the independence of 
Cither reducing the ancient lidlita of Germany.” Immediately afterwards, 
France, or imposing a government on a Russian corps disembarked in Pome- 
it contrary to the wishes of its inha- rauia, to act in conjunction wdth the 
bitants ; an instance of moderu^ion in Swedish foi*ces. This treaty proved a 
nations, sufiering at the moment so source of jealousy and disquietude to 
severely from the ambition of that tlie Prussian cabinet, and the diplo- 
country, which is in the highest degree matic relations between Berlin and St 
remarkable, and lendered the ooiife- Petersburg soon assumed a spirit of 
deracy worthy of the glorious success hostility, which augui'ed little good to 
which ultimatelyattended its exertions, the <^ufederacy which England was 
Tlie note, indeed, ie the i^hlest monu- strijing to bring about between the 
ment of the pi-oyisctic wisdom, as well great powers df Europe. Count Win- 
as impartial justice, with which Mr zingerode was in consequtjnce despatch- 
Pitt conducted the war against the ed to Bylin by the Emperor Alexander, 
Revolution. It is tinily wonderful to to endeavour to induce the Prussian 
see that great statesman thus early cabinet to enter into the designs of 
tracing the outline of the general policy England and Russia; but notwithstand- 
of the great coalition wbicl^ ten years * Bee Appeudix A, Cliap. xxxix. * 
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mg tiw Imu&ing of BaroA Harlieubei^J^Mgian <io be dii^eote^ **» con- 

ita chief ministerif^nd the infliWnodor cermii i^;t:|i;d me Land 

the QueeD^ ^^e old jealousy of iypt^a b^weeb, ^hagl^ iwia .^feotland in 
atm |»revailed^ and Prueam pemjuned in formet daye^ it leae in oOneeq^denoe 
that evidet^t partiaJtty to the Frenu^i subjected to a aiii^iea of govermnent 
alliance which wa destined to H re- dkwaoted by naaaiona utterly fatal to 
warded by the catastrophe of Jena and laeting proeperity. Ih >hw eeseion of 
liutation of Xilelt ^ parhaiaent deo, the report of the eelect 

12. The supplies roteo in the British committee upon the timth imd eleyenth 
pariiamenl^for the service of the year naval reports was printed, in reg^ to 
amounted to no less than iC4L^59,521 ithe treasutyahjipof the navy under the 
of war tones, for United .kingdom management of Lord hIriville*-^ro- 
of Great Britain and Irelimd, expluaive ceedinga upon which the ^irit of party 
of ^4,534,000, as 8epani4|^> charges, immediately fmtened with more 

for England, besides £28^2,000 as usual aorimany,ahd which were sub- 
permanent expenses, majdng a total of sequently made the means of effecting 
£7T, 125,521 yearly expenditure. The the overihrbw of the statesman who 
ways and means, including a loan of bad elevated the British navy from a 
£20,000,900, amounted to £48,992,000 state of unexam^W dilapidation to the 
for OrMt h^tain, and £8,600,000 for highest point of jts triumph ^d glory. 
Ireland, besides a permanent revenue 14. The grounds of this charge 
for both countries of £82,381,000 ; in against Lord Melville, which is a 
all, £79,873,(100.* The new taxes im- matter of more importance in the do- 
posed to meet the interest of the loan mestic history of ^t^itain than in the 
were no less than <^£1,560, 000, consist* cgeneral transactions of Europe, were, 
ing chiefly of iidditiofisto'ihe salt-duty, 1st, That he had applied the public 
to the postage of lOttem, to the legacy money to other uses than tliose of the 
duty, and to those levied on horses em- navy departments under his control, 
ploy^ in husbandry, or in agricultural in violation of an express act of par- 
operations. *■ liament ; and, 2d, That he had cou- 

13. The disturbed state of Ireland nived at a system, on the part of the 
again rendered the suspension of the treasurer of the navy, of appropriating. 
Habeas Corpus Act indispensable, which for a tiihe at least, the public money 
accordingly passed both houses by a under his charge to'^his own uses ; in 
very large majority. Indeed, the con- consequence of which, if the public had 
tinned anarchy of that beautiful island sustaiiij^d no actual loss, they had at 
now b^an to spread among the least run a considerable risk, and been 
thougbtim and observant in Great deprived of the profits arising from 
Britain a mournful conviction, which such temporary use, which should all 
subsequent events have abundantly have been carried to the public credit, 
justified, that its people either had not These charges were brought forward, 
received from nature the character, or in a si'»eech of distinguished ability and 
bad not reached by industry the stage vehemence, by Mr Whitbread, a mer- 
of civilisation, requisite for the safe en- cantiie gentleman of great eminence in 
joyment of a free constitution ; and London, a perfect master of business 
that the passions consequent on the and a powerful debater, who for long 
exercise of its powers would perman- afteiwards assumed a prominent place 
entlj distract its inhabitants, and deso- in the ranks of the Op|KMution in the 
late its euriace. But though these House of Commons. Mr Fitt, without 
views were beginning td*Bpread anfong deuying.the facts detriled in the report, 
the thoughtful few, they took no root called the attention of the house the 
among the thoughtless many : party- real import of what was established In 
spirit fastened on Ireland as ^he best evidence — vi^. that no loss had been 
field whereon to aclueve its triiunphs; sustained by the public, every shilling 
all the chief attacks on tha ministry drawn out by the treasurer of the navy 

^ * See Appendix Chap, xxxix. having be^u replaced in the hands of 
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the banked; j cA^buec^ little i&tenitiis^ 


that Lord BlehiUe h^ of 

the private topoi^ xtf profitn!0'timi<^ 
^at gentleman ha4ap|^Hed theta^ey, 
find most certainly iiad m<4 dcrivid 
one fiurthing of* perenxiai adtaal^ 
from that irregularity.^ After im 
iinimated debate, Wr li^ittnead’ mao- 
lutions were iCarried by the casting tote 
of the Speaker, the numbers being two 
hundred and sixteen On each side. 

15. This was too important a blow 
against the admhi^a^ration Of Mr J^tt^ 
not to be followed up with the utmost 
vigour by the Whig patty^ and was felt 
most keenly by that minister. It led 
to various subsequent proceedings ; 
and BO veheiUMii did t||e opinion of the 
public become, in consequence of the 
incessant efforts made by the press in 
the interest of the Whigs, to kee|^ it in 
a state of agitation, that) on the 6th 
May, Hr Pitt announced in parliament, 
that Lord Melville’s name bad been 
erased from the list of privy councillors : 
and the thanks of the House of Com* 
mons wei*e voted to the oommi^ioners 
who had prepared the report, “ for 
the 2 eul, ability, and fortitude, with 
whii:h they had dischatged the arduous 
duties intrusted Uy them.’* The noble 
lord had resigned his situation |m First 
Lord of the Admiralty two days after 
the resolutions of the House of Com- 
mons were passed. These proceedings 
led to the impeachment of Lord Mel- 
ville, in the foUowing year, in the House 
of Peers, but he was acquitted by a 
large majority on all the*chai’ges,^after 
ft trial of great length and perfect im- 
{lartiality; and iu the interim, the 
nation, from whose service he ha^ been 
removed, was saved from imminent 
danger and possibU' destruction by the 
memorable victory, to which his efforts 
aa First Loni of the Admiralty had so 
mainly contributed, at 7'rafalgar. 

16. This session of parliament was 
(listingiiished also by ihe^ commence- 
ment of those meftiorable debates on 
the r^oval of the existing disabilitieg 
from the Homan CathoHcjj^ of Ireland, 

* “ I DGvcf, said BIr Whitbread, d' charged 
Ijord Melville with iftu'tldpaiing in the plun- 
der of the ])\iblic. because that bad not ap- 
peared. "—Pari. I/c6 iv. 6U. 


Bpn, testate the lefislature for ffve- 
years. . The question was 
atgueu Wnh the htmost ability in both 
hmiiteB bf pm'liameit ; and fo a subse- 
quent generation, which has witnessed 
w paisihg of the Catholic Eelief BUI, 
pd is fanuliari^ith its ej^ts, it is a 
matter both of mterest ahd insteudaon 
to behold ibe light in which it ^ 
|Nben viewCiJ, and the aatguments ^ 
duoed for apd against the measure iBy 
the greatest ^(ten of the age. On the 
one hand,5ff was argued VMt Fox, 
Lord Qreimlle, and Mr Grattan, 
in considering the daims of l^e Kojnan 
Catholics to enempAon from the dis- 
abilities under which they laboured, it 
is material to recolleci that ^y do 
not form a small orinconsideraBlosect, 
but compose three-fbartbs of the popu- 
lation of Ireland, and embrace, accord- 
ing to some, three, according to otirers, 
five millions of its Inhabitants. It 
jVould indeed be % Hiippa; thing if we 
were all uniteft in reli^ous as weH as . 
in political and cohstitutional optnion^; 
but that, unfortunately, cannot now 
be hoped fof, and the question is, what 
is to be done underaexisting o^um' 
stances? That parliament has Idng, 
too long, acted upon the ^stihcMph of 
religious faith, is indeed certain ; but, 
in justice to the memory of 
WiUiam, it must be Observed, that the 
Bystem of exclusion did not eommenoe 
with his measures, but arose in a sub- 
sequent reim, when the opinion un- 
fortunately became prevalent, that Ihe 
Roman Catholics weretheirreconcilable 
enemies of the Protestant establish- 
ment of Ireland, and the Protestant 
government of England; and upon 
that assumption, without any proof, 
the step was taken of excluding them 
from all share iu the constitution. K ot 
content with this, means were devised, ’ 
by pen’lilties, proscriptions, and disabi- 
Utie% to drive the whole Catholic pea- 
santry from the island, reduce them 
to the state of a poor, ignorant, and 
illiterat^fKipuktion. 

17. **Such was the state in which 
the Homan Catholics of Ireland were 
at the accession of his pi'esent Majesty ; 
and under his government the measui’es 
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][>ursu«d tiR^ Iii4e6<3 b«ea ajj^utziiw^ 
to the dm a^' Iliigoted eT^i^rxi of hia 
pTOdeeeweoiM. Under hie ainj^icioue 
mie ;a of piogreemii^e f(»meliora> 

hee J^n introSluced, by meeaurea 
wt^oh wm the triore .effeetuid beoeuse 
tjm>y VeTe gradual, which haws by de« 
mHRB reTfirsed the wholt fonUer system, 
hatre given them full toleration, 
the benefite of education ; taken 
jilway those odious mpasurw which pro-^ 
dno^ the disumbn of families ; restor- 
ed the industry o£ thes^eountry, by 
grantiiig to the people a f^icipation 
in tlie fruits of the soil, fiS'd allowed 
them a. fi^dl share of its benefits, with- 
holding from thodi only the exercise of 
the electee fi^anohise. By these means 
the people have rapidly advanced in 
wealth, agriculture, commerce, and 
genend civilisation : the magnanimity 
<if Great Britain Acknowledged the right 
of an independent government, and at 
length, in 1792^ they were admitted, 
by being peirnitt6<i<to v^te at elections* 
for members of parliament, to a full 
participadon of all the privileges of 
British subjects, excepting those for 
which the present petition ^rays. Here, 
therefore, was a System of gradual re- 
laxation introduced ; and here, for a 
time, a stand was made : not because 
reasons existed which rendered it 
doubtful whether any fiirtber conces- 
sions should ever be made, but because 
there were many oonsi derations which 
mado it appear <lesirable that the last 
relaxations should not be made in the 
Irish parliam en t That parliament h ad 
not arisen, like the British, from the 
wants and necessities of many centuries, 
but it waM constituted at once, with the 
defined object of making the legislature 
a Protestant one, to the exclusion of 
three-fourths of the population. In 
these cireumstances -it was more than 
doubtful whether the sudden admission 
of Catholics into that legislature^'found- 
ed as it would have b/gen on a consti- 
tuency einbro.cing a great majority of 
persons of that persuasion, might not 
have endangered the Protestat inte- 
rests of Ireland, and possibly its con- 
nection with this country. 

1 8. “But that obstacle is now remov- 
ed ; the liish members no longer form 


a Aepnimte assembly, but are liCiged in 
the parliament of ^he empire ; 

andlme sime prudeutial ebdislderations 
which forbade the admission of Catho- 
lics into the Iruih parliament^' where 
they would have formed a dangerous 
majority, recommend/ their entrahee 
into file British, where they can neyer 
exceed a amali minority. It cannot be 
denied that the Catholics of Ireland 
conceived great hopes, that by the 
operation of the Union they would be 
relieved of their disabilities, H o autho- 
rised assurance was ever given, no 
promise was mi^de to them, that such ii 
measure would result from that step ; 
but still, by the arguments of tliose who 
supported it, at^ the ooui'se of reason- 
ing both within and without doors, 
hopes were given that* the subject of 
Catholic emancipation would be more 
favourably considered than it had 
hitherto been ; »nd those who pro- 
moted the measure tindoubtedly gave 
the Catholics to understand, tliat their 
claims would meet with the most im- 
partialrconsideration friun the united 
piiriiatuent. It is this j»ledg« wbich 
you are now called upon to redeem : 
you are requirtnl not to con<*ede Catho- 
lic emancipation, but tr»go into a com- 
mittee ito consider whether their de- 
mands can with safety be granted. 

19. “ Every government iiuqueation- 
abl 3 " has the power to injp<»se restric- 
tions imd di.sabilitie8 Upon ti particular 
and suspected class of its subjects : but 
it insist ever bo ii question of ex]>e- 
dience whether such powder should bo 
exercised or not. "What valid objec- 
tions can be now urged against the re- 
moval of religious disabilities? We are 
not now to go back, in the nineteenth 
century, to a di.squi«ition on the justice 
as well as expedience of the great prin- 
ciples of toleration. They are univer- 
sally admitted : it lies with the op]) 0 - 
nents of emancipation to make out, the 
exception of their case from the general 
laile. We are told that it is imjiosrtibie 
for a Homan Catholio.to be a loy?d sub- 
ject, and groat pains have been taken 
to inculcate thiaclootrino,^If true, this 
principlvl w'ould lead to this result, that 
you mus^imdo all that you have done ; 
recall eveiy concession you have made, 
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nnd begitia ojnjfiade to djdve tibe MI»o> Lgr i^^eJ ior sixty Cxfcbdica do tj*f 
lies <nit But dots l#fcory aocom^h such an oli^ect^ ip midst 

waix^t the Acy 1>eai* of aPm^autlcgi^ftturetculcddmoro 

thii^raoidiaittychiu^ctw Hate not numewus ? Atgamen^ were 

pFC^stants and Catholics bceu equally urged against the dRmisalon^C Presby^ 
miugMiu thei^anksofthedisafFeoM terian members^ but ha^e they ever 
And have not vsany bright examples been Ibutid in hostEity to, the £n|^ish 
drf the loyalty and fi^Uty ofthe impish establishpietit? jgnd has h^ cm the con^ 
priesthood and peasant^ ooennid, es- tmry, the i*€n]ioval of religious disabt- 
pecially during the criucal period of lities been the grand cause of the pa^ 
the American war? Lamentable as were deification ami loyalty of the once din* 
the disorders of It^land at the close of tracted and rebellious inhabitants of 
the last ocnini^, yet it is now evident Scotland V* ^Mr Fit^ su|>ported the 
that they arose hnsm causes foreign to claims of <Ai!e CathdKcA ig^erally, but 
their religion : from the heartburnings lamented ftat they had been brought 
oonsoqiient on the unhappy system of forward at that particite m^ent. un- 
middle- men, and the false relation of der circumstances ulhich lefi little^ if 
landlord and tenant, o^be contagion of any, hope of the question being satis- 
rtivoliitionary principles from a neigh- factorily adjusted. ^ . 

bouring state. And the tranquil con- 21. On the other* hand, it was jitren- 
lition of throe-fourths of the Cfftholic uously argued by Lord Hawkesbuty* 
[>opulation for yeai’s past, may surely Lord Sidmouth, Mr Fei'ceval, and Lord 
now plead as strongly in thejr favour Chancellor Eldon : ‘^Indepandentofthe 
rts their fonner discontents could mili- obvious reasons against this measure 
bate .against them. •at the particular j;iAe a^ which it is 

20. ** The period lias now arrived now pnissed fipon tjie countiy, there 
when one of two things must bo done are other objections applicable to every 
with respect to Ireland. Either you time and to any circumstances under 
must go back and re.store the degnid- which thip object gan be brought for* 
ing and, exclusive system of Queen ward. lo considering^ this question, it 
Anne, or you must go on and concMiato is indispensable to distinguish between 
the Catholics, by admitting tli^m to a toleration and the concession of poU- 
full participation in the hlessingvS of tlie tical power. The first should ever be 
Uritish con,stitution. No middle course granted in its fullest extent; the second 
is practicable. They have already re- should be withheld when the granting 
r-.pived too much to be coerced bji force; of it may endanger the other Institu* 
too little to 1)6 won by affection. They tions of society. The CathoEes have 
have got every thing, excepting the right proved themselves, by th^ir conduct in 
to seats in piCi’linment and eligibiSty to Canada and elsewhere, to be as loyal 
the higher offices in the army, the navy, subjects in some places as British 
and the law. It is in vain to say that empire can boast ; but their present 
puch exclusion is not an injui'^ To claims in Ireland do not relate to their 
many it is a most substantial disadvan- condition as subjects, but to their title 
tage, because it deprives them of the to political power, No system, it is 
iiist reward for their talents and exer- true, can be considered as perpetual, 
tions : to all it is a gailiug bar, a badge and some power must every whei'e exist 
of servitude ; and he knows little of capable of abrogating the laws of the 
luimfin natuin who is not aware that state according as circumstances may 
such vexatious restraintsij* though ac- mid^r this nejessary; but there arc 
compunied vidth little i*eal hardship, some landmarks between Jhe govemora 
are I’lfquently productive of more vio- and the governed- non tung^nda non 
lent heartburnings than ^rious pei*- movenfk^ except on the ground of the 
sonal injuriea. If they come into this cleai*est expedience or the most over- 
house, do you really bcEeve thfty would bearing necessity. The jirino4>lea of 
atteinjit to overturn the hierarchy of the Revolution, as established by the 
the country? What could nve or six, BiU of Rights ai^ Act of Settlemeirt, 
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2inr© li^ fe of th% 

deBcrip^mi^. m^Mom 

^^ngki a^0)iif^1;tj|iipddii^ 

or ihe paMi&n 

ai:^ ^ was ^ insult of 

&s«!e«s% and pf axpaiieneed arila^aiid 
thO sgraat aUtesinett by whom it was 
ohMad had the oourag|)to {>4t to them* 
aSlraa the queation whether the ineou* 
reuime of hairing a hing of a difierent 
religion from that eatabliahed in the^ 
ootuttry, or the ertl of breaking in upon 
ihe de^ older of auooneaion to the 
crpwn, were the greater ci^|^ity ; and 
they decided in favour or^he latter. 
Kow, is it not a neceeeaiy consequence 
oftb^alimitRtiona5the crown to penons 
of the Pi'otestant faitli, that the imme* 
diate advisers, officersi and counsellors 
of the crown should be of the same per- 
suasion? What would be more prepos- 
terous than in'a gbvenunent^ where the 
law is abov^the crown, and has altered 
its channel of descent, to allow the min- 
ister, the dmncedior, the judges of the 
land, to be o? the ruigioh most hostile 
of all to the estab^shment t 
22. **What would be the practical 
ejBTect of a removal of thi?* restrictions 
and limitations tivnich our ancestors 
have adopted for the secunty of the 
constitution ? There many classes of 
Dissenters who differ from the Church 
of England as widely on doctrinal points, 
and more widely on ecclesiastical gov- 
enuhent, than the Roman Catholics; 
but the vital difference is, that they do 
not appeal to a foreign power for in- 
struction or direction. It is this which 
constitutes the grand distinction be- 
tween the Roman Catholics And all 
other descriptions of Christians; and 
it is this which it is in a peculiar man- 
ner of importance to consider, in judg- 
ing of their claims to politick! pow er. 
It IB not their prafeasion of a different 
faith which renders them dahgerous ; 
it is the submission to a foreign lautho- 
rity — ^the constitution of an impesi:ium 
in imp^o, only the more dangerous 
that it is founded on a spiritual basis, 
which all oonseientious perspnf^ ^ill 
ever prefer to any temporal authority. 
In the Catholic religion^ above all others, 
the jurisdiction and authority of the 
priesthood interfere in a great pait of 


the rivtt and domesikic Ocpoelldii of life. 

rillg^ and the stefe m distinct 

khd “0 ^&4anoe, fe 

demised to decide M the^ he 
must decide to his religion gpd ^mst 
the state. Theqneetionfe hd^whetner 
Catholics may ^ loural^subiicts — ^wKe- 
ther %ey should enjoy toWation,' or 
obtain dvil rights or civQ liberty, -—far 
all that’ they already have^r-^mt whe^ 
tber they are«to obl^n jbof^W power 
of every denoription, when |hey refuse, 
imd on the principle of ^d/religiou 
ever must rd^use, to acknowledge <he 
complete authority of the state. 

23. ** The practical ehect of the ex- 
tension of the elective franchise to the 
Catholics of Ir^^and has beem to pro- 
duce in most of its counties some- 
thing very nearly approaching to uni- 
versaf suffl'sge. It is the opinion of 
those best acquainted with the inter- 
nal state of Ireland, that, if the doors 
of parUament are once thrown open tf» 
the CathoHcs, the influence of the 
priests will infallibly be exerted in fa- 
vour of the Catholic candidates, and as 
certainly against the Protestants ; and 
thus the influence of property would 
be operating on the one side, and that 
of religion on the other. Such a state 
of things would not only create umch 
internal confusion and disorder, but it 
could not fail to operate most injuri- 
ously with respect to the lower orders 
of the<people, who must unavoidably, 
and on many occasions, become the vic- 
tims of these contending interests. The 
present condition of theContineut ren- 
ders it in an especial manner* inexpe- 
dient to make the praposed conces- 
sions (let this time. Whoever contem- 
plates the late extensions of the power 
of Finance, must be convinced that the 
Roman See is substantially under the 
power of Napoleon. The Pope has 
been compelled to travel to Paris, a 
thing unheard-of for ten centuries, to 
place a rev^jlutionary crown on the 
head of that fortunate usurper ; and he 
looks, doubtless, for some oonsidbruble 
raturn for so extraordinary a mark of 
condescension. Can there be any doubt, 
therefore; of the complete dependence 
upon the French government in whicli 
he is placed ? and would it not be the 
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lieigM rnadwis in us, IqaovH^g Aom our fcrefol^sus ihsit vp ciui liops ^ 
aolsou^s iio^ity lio etkb ;mh ^ if fail 

to our ,mowi< Sf.W:; ilrejtmWifi^ koaam^^ ’ . 

by to pofAMi fb»m>thn tx»Sfjf ^ mtamf^e 

Xfmr of on Uio Bomsia Omolio potltioxi was 

iubj^ to B oowar oi^sr Wbkb bo b^ nogati^sd by 0 both 

tii^n B coxiti»)i ? ^ bouses : ii^; tbe roam bygone l^mdlred 

24. ** Mr EmmOti and all tba lodlarS' and saren^MfM to Iprti-nba : in 
the Xrisb insu^nta have" dadarad, Commons by tb^bundW.sndtbirty* 
n tbeir e^amisationB before the Secret six to one btmdr^ mid ’ 

>mmitt^ of the Jrbib ]^ords, * that • 2^. In forming: ab '^pinion m^, tbia 
bhe mass of tbs people do not care a subject, Interesting f^p the Mnei^ 
feather fbr Ca^llo' emancipation ; pies which itjpbraces, and still mere 
neither did they oats for parliamentary fhtm the cosp^uenoas to which, they 
kform, till it was exphmied to them lead, it is impossible to deny that it is 
^ leading to other objects which they inyolved in extrsordinary diflioulty. 
^id look to, parUotiJarly the abolition Not theory, but expemence, ii the bn- 
[of tithes/ It is evident, therefore, tagonist with which liberal principles 
;£tom tlieir testimoijy, A well as from have here to contend. How osnymo' 
the reason of the thing itself, that the ing soever the argument in iAvmkpf 
great body of the Catholics would not the complete removal of religious d^* 
consider what you are now called upon abilities may be, and» how pleasing 
to grant as any desirable boon or ma- soever the prospect of conducting a 
tei^ conoession. We are ready to society in which opinion is as free as 
give them every reasonable liberty or the air wo breathe^ nod actual delin' 
franchise, but not to surrender the quence alone c<n impose Usability, it 
state into their hands. The e]y>ecta' is impossible to deny*thai*the expert* 
tion that concession, jis such, wifi lead ment, when put into practice, has, 
to peace, is unfortunately contradicted hitherto at least, signally fijdled. Catho'^ 
by the whole history of Ireland, where Uc emancipation has it^ength been oar* 
it has invariably been found that yield' lied; but it has produced none of the 
ing has induced disturbance and an* benefits which i^ advocates antioi- 
archy ; and the public peace hss been pated, and realised many of ^e evils 
preserved only by a severe code, which, which its opponents predicted. When 
how painful soever, was, in time past it is recollected that it was argued that 
at least, indispensable. The ac^ority concession to the Irish CathoUcs would 
of that code we deprecate as much as only lead to addi^onal demands ; that 
fiijy of the advocates of the Catholics ; the whole influence of thepiiests would 
but we cannot shut our eyes toethe be thrown on the popular aide, and 
fact, that under it Ireland eigoyed ab* the peace of country be perpetually 
solute tranquillity for nearly a century, disturbed by the oonfii^be^een num* 
and that since its relaxation it has been bem and property, it is imposaibk now 
disgraced by two rebellions, an(f has to dispute the justice «of Ihe objections 
constantly been more or less bhe theatre stated to the change ; and melancholy 
of disturbanod. Let us, therefore, see* experience has taught us that Mr Fer- 
ing the results of the preceding parts oeval’s and Lord Hawkesbuiy’s words 
of the experiment have been so doubt- were prof^etic. Ir^and has never 
fill, avoid rash innovations and shun ad- been £Kf distracted as eince Catholic 
diiional changes. The futiuy destiny of emancipation was granted : the total 
our country is not an our own hands ; suspension of tllh constitution has in 
kingdoms may rise and fall, flourish or consequence repeatedly ^nce bm 
decay ; but let us not be ourselves the foi’oed as g measure of absolute neces- 
instruments of that blow ^hich may sity upon government ; and, without 
occasion om' destruction, and mcoUect stilling the waves of disoontent in the 
that it is only by a steacly adherence island, that long-debated ohnaige has 
to that system which we havAeoeived fixed the fi<*ebrand of discord in theS 
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« OoxiiHequQxiftes w di 

ite» diffiirdtit th^ 

^eii^ted, Km wj^ ytonjHUxi 

hUf^ baeS^ io :4otibt wbetK^^^ doe- 
m iK T^ity ^0 wdft fo^inded 
inrould iMi us to 
imtmtise : otKei^ ^totlie 

Wuef that howe:^juit itilKeBW©i?ea, 
werb fEm|mli|i^KU to tho oiretim- 
iWtauces of m Mf empire, easentiallf 
foi^iided upon, nu nppdsite sot of prin- 
and that, in t)^e ottempt to 
dj%w a d^ayod l^am oo^of the odi* 
foo^ tile 'Wliole fiinicture iSbfalloa into 
vuihs.'* ‘ ' 

26, In truths Kowcver, the total faU- 
ure offJatholic emancipation affords no 
grounds for doubting, in the general 
ease, the great principles of religious 
toleration ; it ouly shows that other 
and deeper sources of evil were opei*at- 
ing in Ireland, to which that tnensure^ 
though founded in the abstract (>n just 
principles, jeould ifpmisli no sufficient 
antidote : apd that Orett Britain is ex- 
penencing, in {he endless difficulties 
consequent on the possession of that 
island, the same law of i&oral retribu- 
tion of which i^inoe, ever siure the 
Revolution, has furnished so memor* 
abhi an example, lyheii rightly con- 
sidered, "the state of that country is 
pregnant with political iiistructiou ; it 
shows that nations which commit in- 
justice cannot escape punishment ; and 
in its present wretchedness may be 

* Thii folio win;? table exhibits tiie steady 
and rapid Increaso of crime in Ireland since 
tl^et^tlxolic Relief Bill was jiassed 

om- 

1828, Catholic disabilities in vOitMos. 

for^, . ,14,682 0,201) 

1820, Belief Bill passed in 

March. . . . 15,271 9,440 

1880, 15,794 9.902 

1^1, Befonn agitation, . 10,192 9,605 

1832,. Ditto, . . 16,636 9.759 

383$, ^tUe Agitation begun, 17,819 31,444 
18H4, Coercion Act in force, 2l,38P' 14,523 

Tiin«« the committals in Ireland bad in- 
ci*ertAO(l a half i« six ymfa after the ai#iabili- 
tics were removed from tlie OathoUcs. When 
it is recollected that liot a third part of the 
atrocions crimes ir4 that countfy ore ever 
made thestihiect either Of committal or trial, 
it may aifolvbe t^oucliidcd from tliis inatnm- 
tive tible, that during that period crime, has 
more than doubled over its whole extant, — 
Pari. Papffrsj June 14, 1835, 


JoKap. xxpx, 

dsscemed^ 't^gt 

liiyuJhtl^'Ary ' 

tnnhi'df whi,<ffi,)dOKi^tefi ih#;gi^t 

S^t. I 4rouihsi«ne|S 

Kas loBan lB«tuiibU 
imdfthrU^igh B iu thfs. wKule Bi^it 
umplr0, is the enormutts and hoparntm^ 
able extent ;to which the ccitfiscaUcp 
of landed prgpertv hhd Imn oairnedih 
former times. referring to 

hktoncai details^ it i» MKdent to ob- 
serve, that a;t least foup-ffflhB, probably 
hve-sixths, of the soil of Ireland has» 
at different times^ (flanged hands in 
this violent manner, and that the great 
majority of the persons on whom the 
forfeited estates have been bestowed 
wero English aoldiei’s of fortune, noble 
prOlfrietoro, or companies resident in 
Great Britain. 'Fhe consequences of 
this spoliation have been to the last 
degree dtt$astrou& As the unjust for- 
feiture of property is the most cruel of 
all acts of oppression, because it ex- 
tends, to distant generations the injury 
don© to the present, so it is the one of 
all others which moat certainly leads 
to its own punishment Invariably it 
leaves the seeds of undying aniiucsity 
between the descendants of the op- 
pressors mid oppressed ^between the 
oi^mera of the soil and the peasantry 
wdio till their lands, l^anded con- 
iisoaljou has been to Ireland what 
a .similar deed of injuatiee was to 
France — a festering soro which has 
jievftr been healed. In b<fth coun- 
tries restitution has bccomi? impos- 
l^ible, from the multitude of new" in- 
teiefl^s wliich have been created ; 
therefore, by both countries retribution 
must be endured. 

28. 11, 'llie ghastly wound thus 
opei'od in Ireland by the barbarity of 
feudal injustice might, however, in the 
course of ages have been healed, as the 
evils of ■!>l 9 irman con^soation were in 
Great Britain, weiw it not fot another 
ciroumstance, of peculiar and lament- 
able malignity, wdiich has continually 
kept it open. This k tlie unhappy be- 
stowing of the estates upon persons 
resident in this country, and the con- 
sequent Introduction of the system of 
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I i^d pwprietoja 

*14 — aji*- j The80 


^ #s|, 


inUf 
eviliet 

, , , 

liirpuld loa^ve bww#i) paUoOii ^ 
d#«U in tbe bwbwnw 

pf IfoUad] wd ^ Max 
wit^oui ffiii4(|le*meii mtorpoaea 
betv^een tbom md,; ^ oaltiratora pf 
the aoib <bey ood^iot re^i^ anything 
whatever on^ pf their •poi^ipne. 
Then^ neoepsprilyr followed iii dose 
and rapid apoeelNm^ the iuterpoaition 
of a nojnber of tananti^, naany holding 
their estates for a long term of years, 
between the landlpjnkand ihe. peasan- 
try ; the continual im^overtehmeut of 
the ruidi cnltivfltora, bf the peocBtity 
of maintaining out of ^e produce of 
their labonr such a mpUitude of supe- 
riors; and the roinons right of the 
landlord to distrain the ed'pota of the 


sub-tenant for the arrears of rent due 
by hia principal,— a priTilege which, in 
its application to a country so situated, 
rendered the mowth of agricultural 
capital imposftiXle, and chain^ the 
people to habits of indigent existence 
and unlimited increase of population. 
The Irish landlords have long dung 
with blind tenacity to this blasting pri- 
vilege, inconsistent with any de|^ee of 
prosperity in their country* as the only 
tiieana of realising any rents out of the 


tenantry — a pamld, case to the strong 
attachment of the holders of nationd 


domains in B'rance to the revolution- 
ary law of successiun, the oei'taiie de- 
stroyer of anything like general free- 
dom in their country; and another 
example of that law of nature which 
induces men, who have profited l^*the 
fruits of injustice, to adhere with in* 
fatuated obstinacy to the veiy institu- 
tions which are calculated to bring 
about its punishment 
29. Ill, The unhappy vicinity to 
Oreat Britain, and the supposed ne- 
cessity of having a 4 )imilar fonn of gov- 
emmept and national representation 
for the ^0 countries, however difier- 
ant their chara^r and st^ of social 
advancement, has contribute still 
further to perpetuate the disorders of 
Ireland, and distraot ita indent pea- 


Ihntry byj|he paasiens and the ambition , 
flhich peftuiiea of fite^om, and an ea^ 
tepsivejlll^^buld^ or property, alone 
neighbour 

to bear leith, ^ety# Expellee has 
now nhiofd “ J»<^oi*d n. dopbi that 

Ireland, ,the 

dona ia>iuiQ4ae3^S^I? oli^ 
tadon. ithe at^ pC 
^rhich ahe haj(f'iijE^hd.&hut ad^h^t^' 
to such a trial ; we paaaioint eppae- 
quwt on the unhappy' woubda in her 
bosom are ^ atrbng tp, endure thi^ 
without wjwjmlsiona'*^ doulddiewSihea 
of philautEropy be granind, ndnit Ire- 
land should receive ifr half 41 eontury 
ia a feite and Anmaac* hd detppik 
tjotemment, which, While enoemrag^ 
every brandi of industry, alkri|&ng 
every source of Buffering, aiding evejy 

* The atrociaue crimes <?Verlrr?aafi in the 
last tnoQtiiS of three jeornafter dsthe- 

ho emancipation Itad pcuiscd, were at the rate 
ttf six thonsoud a-vear, ^In tlie y«tar Itaoie- 
aiately falli>wingJ<be fosuug oBtluf O(«sniiioa 
Act, toey were, over the ‘whole wnuiry. te^ 
duood tbrec-hfths ; and m tlie county of ]Ol- . 
konny. aud a few otlipr baronies where Its- 
extraordinai’y gawars weie put in force, they 
had been roducod from one tbousand five 
buudoedand sixty-one uatbr^ie hundred end 
thirty a-yoar.— -Pari H^eport, May B, 1833, aud 
May 14, iH34, *'Tbedisturba&ces of Ireland.'* 
said Marquis Wellesley, while viceroy of that 
oountiy iu 1834, “ have lu every Itistanoe 
boon excited aud infiamed by the agitation 
of the combined {m>jects for the abisltlon of 
tithes, and the destrucUou of tlienuion With 
O real Britain . I canuot em|doy worda otsuf 
ficieut strot^tb to express my i^lditude that 
his Mafestyx government should fix the 
deepest attention on the intin^ connectioti 
imurked by the striingeiit charters in all 
these transactions, heween iSv o/ 
mion and its imtMiU cimtqwncii^ Me 4yi- 
Utn, of cowbmatim md$n(i to miMmae and out* 
rope thtff arc iniepatimif catiM and cf hit: 
nor con L, after the most atteutivS consUlor- 
atiou of the dresdlal noetaa iiBssed under 
my view, by any efiitrt of my understanding 
separate one fTom the other in that un- 
broken ebaiu of indissoluble connectiim,” 
So strongly sre ^e frish theniselves con- 
vinced ox ^*ejir inability to bear the excxie- 
pientof a free oonstitutjon, at least in periods 
of (^fiation, thatiMr Littleton, the IHsh 
Secretary under Earl Grey's administration, 
stated in fiarhament, that bo bad never met 
with a single person of any shade of plitk^ 
opiiuon inur^id, and. be had mingled with 
ail who did not dordially approve of tho Co- 
ercion Act of 1833, and oarneaWy wtshed fosr 
it8fe«ewal'-*JMirror<p^i*drl«i^^ IlMihJuljr 
I8S4. 
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fmtm fum j%iroft^3r p 
ia ^•e.jBrpwy 

, erd»^ aii^ 

iiTO7 liope of POt^ltioiHirgr 
4^ation. It ia tbi^ and ikx^ mif, 

of ker iiowld k4., re- 

moTod; tha^ haUii|>f iBdni^ oomld 
become general ; ^i^cial wants .tasA 
a higher standaid m eomihrt i-edude 
to due subjection tli 0 |M^d{de of popu-* 
iation ; and a foun&ubiK be laid in 
the growth of ah opulen1\niddle daes 
in sodet^, for the safe and pacific ex- 
erdse or those ^tpowen which, when 
ptnmaturely conceded, destroy In a 
idiort time the only durable foundation 
of md freedom. 

30. IV. It was long ago observed by 
the great champion of religions free- 
dom, Mr l^ocke, that the principles of 
toleration are not to be applied to 
those who hold^that faith is not to be 
kept with heretics,^ or who arrogate to 
themselves any 'peculiar privilege or 
poww in civil concerns, or acknow- 
ledge any foreign or aliem ecclesiastical 
authority.* ThC^^bstinctiou which he 


4i^iji!i.b6twthn hderatk^t* those who 
in«im 4^, fvm pnftnmmP 'in re- 

a fdrito «»4 

ar4 ah nn«|dikg deidTe 

to roK^n tlhO JM Vnssessii^^ or asoan- 
dahey of the t^tho%Ohnrch, is in the 
h%lkest dsgreo importhnti end throws 
a Redons of upon the dark- 
ness with tmdi the; oalmities conse> 
iment on enM^cipation have 

shrouded not only the prospects of the 
British empire, bntthp g^t principles 
of religioiis tolera^on itself. These 
cfilunities are not chargeable upon the 
doctrines of religious fmdom abstract- 
ly considered ; th^ are the fatal re- 
sults of the combination of religious 
difference in toe case Of the Catholics, 
with the poisonous intermixture of 
ecclesiastic^ .ambition, civjd rmmour, 
and political passioa The Catholics 
are dangemus, not merely because 
they profit difihrent religious tenets, 
but because they belong to an eccle- 
siastical power which formerly num- 
bered the British lelands among tlie 
brightest jewels of its tiara, and will 
never cease to labour to extirpate the 
faith which despoiled it of that ancient 


• Locke’s wolds, which ore very remark- 
able, ore as follows ;—”«.\iiiother more secret 
evil, but more dangerous to the oommon- 
w^ealth, is, when men arre^te to themselv^n, 
and, th0f» of their own sect, some peculiar 
prerogative covered over with a precious 
Bhow of deceitful words, but in effect oppo- 
site to the civil rights 6f the community. 
We cannot find ^my sect that teaches ex- 
pressly and openl 3 % that men are not obliged 
to keep their promise, tliat piinoes may be 
dethroned by those who differ from them in 
religion, or that the dominion of all things 
belongs only to themselves ; feg' these things, 
proposed thus nakedly and plainly, would 
soon draw on them the eye nud hand of the ma- 
gistrate, and awaken all the care of the com- 
xnohwealth. 0ut, nevertheless, we find those 
who teach the same things in other, worda 
For what else do tliey mean who teaioh that 
no fisith is to be kept with hereticsj Their 
meaning is, tOrsooth, that the privilege of 
breaking fidih belongs to themselvee, for 
they declare all that areinot of their com- 
muoion are hgrctks. These, therefore,, and 
the like, who attribute unto the fidthfUl, re- 
ligions, and orthodox - • that is ip plain 
terma to themselveshHu^ peeunar power 
or privilege above o^er in the con- 

oems of religion, et* who, tinder pretence 
of religion, do ehalieinge any manner - of 
authority over snoh as are not associated 


with them in their ecclesiastical communion ; 
I say these Atm no fighi to bt tt&ef^aitd bg Oit 
mag<MraU, as neither those that will not 
own and teach the duty of tolerating all men 
m matters of mei-e religion. For what do 
all these and the like doetrlnes signify, but 
that they may and am ready upon any occa- 
I sioii to seise the government and possess 
' themselves of the estatti and /orinnes of thetr 
‘ ftUow^mbjerit, and that tfteg only ask leave to 
be toleraUd by the maffietrateo so long tmti/ they 
find thcmMebm tirmg enough to efiect tt f 

Again, that church can have no right to 
be tolerat^ by the magistrate whicli is con- 
stitute upon such a bottom, that all those 
who enter into it do thereby, ipso facto," de- 
liver themselves up to the protection and 
service of another prince ; for by this means 
the magistrate w(»utd give woy to the set- 
tling of a foreign jurisdittion in his own coun- 
try, and suffer his own people to lio enlisted, 
as It were, for soldiers agaiust his ow n gov- 
ernroeuti Nor does the frivolous and falla- 
cious distinction betwfien the cemrt and the 
churoh afford any remedy to this iiK^nveui- 
enee, when both are subject to the ansc^lute 
authority of fhe same person, who has not 
only tnfmence to persuade the members of 
his own, church to whatever he lists, but 
can exi^oin it them, on the pain of eternal 
fire,*’— Firrf leUer on Toteraiion ; Works, vi 
46, 47. ^ 
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part of ito beritaM. fciqp^ pyh 
aion, poliuoal Jiialntiam tmoAgoffirfu' 
^ury, 

SL IrWi 

PapiBtH are ent^d to, md 

have loiig pomiSiwod ; Wt to oo^^oede 
to tbezu politioel poWet tlio aatne 
error aa it would been in tbe Car< 
thagioiazie to bavb peirs^itted, on their 
Bhores, an anned end IcSrt^ed aettlo* 
ment of Itoa»eiw; hr for England to 
Lave allowed an intrenched camp <4 
the fioldiera of Kapoleou to be con* 
Bti acted on the coaet of Kent The 
unjust spoHaticm of the church at the 
Iteformation^ has introduoett an apple 
of discord between K%land and 1 ^ 
land) which con nevei^ be removed. 
Kor is the coinpoi'atiTely inuonaider- 
able number, at first, of such on or- 
ganised band of aliens, any reason for 
despising lie ultimate dangers; for 
buoh a body, by taking advantage of 
the divisions of the ruling power, and 
attaching itself to the malcontents in 
the bosom of the state, can alnfost al- 
ways in the end attain a supremacy ! 
over both the oontending factions A \ 
few hundred Kuglisfa merchants ap- i 
pearcd as suppliant settlers on the ; 
bunks of the Ganges ; but no* 8 ooner j 
did Giey gain the privilege, professedly ! 
for defence, of constructing forts and | 
battenea, than they went on from one ! 
acquisition to another, till tbe^ had 
subjected a hundred milbons of Hin- 
doos to their dominion. • 

?,2 \Vhile the British parliament 
was occupied with these momentous 
diBOUbsious, and the British j^ple, 
little couBcioiis of the imminent danger 
which threatened them from the power 
of Napoleon, were eager in the pursuit 
of the abuses opened up by the tenth 
rejiort of the Naval Oommissionera^ 
that great conqueror was busied with 
the twofold obj6cV>f coniihlidating in 
oil th« affiliated republics his newly* 
acquired arthoxity, and directing the 
vast naval axtd inilitary ^ewations 
destined for the invasion of coun- 
try. With the double view of attain- 
ing the former of those objects, and 


ffiii^sii^ the neal deigns l^whiol^ 
le fabpeii to offiiot the latteri^ he inti^- 
4 beed iirio tne goverpiment of 

lul theifM^ upon Eranoe; 

|de)M of 

hosahardyt and enrrendered hims^f, 
in to the magnificent ffitee 

by which the,Mp>ahmed people of 
Italy oeMralefidie euppoeed em of 
their But during the * 

^hole time hi« were fixed on the 
shores of ih^ tmannel; and the mi- 
nutest movements of the navies of 
France, dpij^ pmd Holland, which Were 
all to co^^rate in the expcslitionr as 
well as oAhe vast army desUnOd 
his immediate oommand, mre reppOr 
iated by his indefitigable activity, 
while be was to appeamnoe engage 
onljr in the pomp and magnifieeapee of 
an imperial progress. 

38 . Holland waii the first of the in- 
dependent republics which underwent 
the change consequent on fbe asaump- ^ 
^on of the erown bj^Hapoleom The 
continuance of thd repubhoan riile in 
that oountiy was ah^ipfetber at vari- 
ance with w instituiJoas which he 
I proposed to /istablish in all the states 
I subjected to his oonbjol ; hut as it ap- 
I peared too violent a transition to make 
so old a commonwealth pass at once 
from democracy So monar^y, an iiciter- 
I mediate preparatory state Was imposed 
upon it by the Emperor. The whole 
powers of the constitution wetw by this 
change vested in a single magistrate, 
who, to conciliate the patrician party, 
was styled the Ovaodl^aniMonaiy. This 
new ooustitutiou, oi^ganiied at Pans, 

I the great manufactory of institutious 
of that deacription, was prepared by 
the French government with the aid of 
M. Sohimmelpenninck, the Butch ^mi- 
bassador at that capital, — a respectable 
man, who rapidly entered into the 
views of the Emperor, and was reward- 
ed with the office of Grand Pensionary 
himself. The Butch, incapable of re- 
fustadoe, pelded to this as they had 
done to aB the preceding changes. The 
democrat were indignant at behold- 
ing a single governor concentrate in 
his hands all the powers of govern- 
ment ; but the Orange party were ee- 
oratly gratified at seeing so effectual a 
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is^ 41# wM i«r 

{ti^ reptliblic into 
^ tditgid^^ tM^phttod liis 

' jotopbrnibethTOM. andi^tos 

f «gre«able to tbe Ois- 

i Ikljpin^l tbdf piinoe dedurod he 
ftic^tddmt M06pk it» nnleto the Emperor 
'WOlliM |pte the^new lungdom that wito^ 

' #i|t 'tilddeh )t tould not exiat*^ tract 
nt eea onant and a harbour in the Me- 
dSterraneaO'^i^ relieve it from the 
Wdenpome tribute of 25, 000, (KiO francs 
(^^000,000} yearly paid to toe French 
^vammeni oonditiona by ii<^ 

tneana anaDtored toe veews of Napo> 
leoB, and toerefoee he changed hie de- 
sign, and resolved to place the crown 
of Lombardy on his ow^ head, and 
send his son^n ^a<v, Eugene Beauliar- 
nais. to Hdan# to govern the kingdom 
in tot's character of Ticeroy Thie de- 
sign im first opened to Count Melzi 
and a deputation from tlie Italian re- 
pOmic^ who attended at Paris on ooca 
akiW df the coronation of Kapoleon as 
' mpetoi^Ql France Their consent was 
ivithont d^cnlty obtained; and li hav- 
ing heed waagcd that the proposal 
ahonid to come from the Ita^ 

lians toomeelves. Count Meki, in a 
stored harangue, delivered m presence 
or toe french senate, called upon Na- 
polton to establish a monarchical form 
of government and hereditary suoces- 
«ih4 as toe only means of averting the 
evils wfto Whito their infant institu- 
te^ tNnie toreatened. He then read 
aloud too fundamental srtides of the 
aiet of setoesawat^ by which Kapdleon, 
fhi^eror Of ffranOs, was deelaned Bmg 
of Italy, vfito too right of ancmpdon 
to his sons, natural gr adopted, and 
mate 

m. <totoo|othiwipgdif7to«^ 

ii0iSa»ed togmt|toSspintossciiseK 


oontoprod on hkidsW^ Elios toe 
Theaetcfset- 
llkO dplian otown wto then 
rsdd: depitottion 

toto to^ MtoVto totor new 
wovemlgn^«nd hs 4«oiavod,^^Thiit he 
aooeptod, told woidd Mead, too iron 
oroop; and ^a,t oven duto^ his lito* 
timeimwouhl oeiisei^to^scpm 
two orsaWW, wnd plane one of Ids natu- 
ral Or adoptodsons npoh toe totwno as 
soon as tli^ Bidtoh^ and Hub- 

elan troops have respective v 

^ta, Naples^ and toalonian Islands 
This groat change Wto^roolaimed witli 
duo solemnity at Milan On the filst of 
March, when Eugene Beaufaamais, who 
had already assumed the command of 
toe army, actofi as viceroy, and re- 
ceived the homage of the pHu(U|^l 
autoonties. On toe same day the new 
constitution of the hmadom was pro 
mnlgated by an imperim and royal de 
oree* The former and singular estab 
lishment of three colleges of electors, 
oonsisting of proprietors, men of letters, 
and men of busmess, was kept up in the 
new k&gdom ; but in every other re 
spect its mstitiitions were an exact 
copy of those established m the French 
empire * 

86 The better to oonceal tlie great 
desiguf w hich he was at this ^mne bring 

* Napoleon ou this oocasi j»u made the lol 
lownij^ (tpeech m tlie sonato - * Powerful 
and givttt 1 b the Fmif h empire but preab i 
still is our moderation Wt ha\o in a man 
ner conquered Holland, Switrvriand, Itah 
Oert^pny , but m tUe rrudst ot suoii unparal 
leled success we have lihit ued only to the 
counsels of moderation Ot so many 
quered prcMneos we liavo retained oxiL that 
one which was noLOSsary to mauitatn Vtnjvtif 
m thO rank amonffT nations which sho hs« 
always enjoyed The partition ot Poland, 
too provinces toin frc«m lurkev, tho eon 
quest of India and of almost alii tlie Knro 


peau colonies, ha\e, in a manner, turiiud the 
Manet against us To f >rm a uumitrpoiac 
m HUph acquisitions wo must retain some 
thing, but w e keep only what is useful and 

lid Ixavi 


leoeesary Oreex wouh 
tdon to the 


,^ve been the jddt 

w ealth and^souroes of our torri 
ioty, if we lu*d ttulte^ to them tko^Italiait 
republic, but ws gave it indepeod^iCe at 
Ly^ . and now wo )iroomd a sWp fterthear, 
and aolomnl/iscngniee Ita Ulttwaie aepara 
tiwi from the crown of IRrqhm, deftotog 
oidy the Execution of tbit YMeob till ft can 
be done without danger to ItoiM indepen- 
ioTTA. ivlW. 
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«ohc4 li»^ u mil 
%U wmW hf^ ^ 

igt^mea 

tho aro& wwn m €li^iflN!ia<igi^ ]^ 
iSim p«*wi« hfiP«efc <mt fbt % 
Oio rottta of ib 4 ^ljU>M^I«N| iiiil 4 h^mm, 
correeiK)x»diiig 4 a^ wtl^ iko immvkr 
of mmxmt i»Dd iwikig tko Wr 
m^ioeiico of ibo po- 

oei)tloA of to 

the initiote^t Mim of th^gmi «W»* 
meiit ^hioh )ie ifva^i et^Joct^i 
harbour^ fi^m iho Tosiel th 
front t'ouloa Ao Voiiio% Iturtnhi gtma 
ez}>edit}ou Koth»ng leitvas m mpng 
aa SmpressioD of iho fiut ability and 
indefatigable activity of bis mind, as 
the study of tlie numerous^ initiiit#» and 
luud 01 dera which he addresaod dnrmg 
every day of this journey to the miOia^ 
t( r of niaiine, and the admirable #ftga« 
tity aith which almost ail the oouoeiy* 
ible ohduoes of tliose ziumaroua equa^ 
droim W6I0 calculated and ptovided ^ 
by lua all seeing ilitelieot * Butf while 
tiu <e wuo tile objects of hw seoiet 
medititioii, very diJETerent were the oo 
cup'iti )ijs m which to external appear- 
ance lu vifiM eugagtd At L^ous he in 
spect^d thi nmig znauufaotutes Of that 
cit;, lu which the five pacific yean»^f 
his govcnmicjit, and the exclusion of 
Ihitifili tiianufactuns from the Conti 
nent HI consequeiice of the warr had 
already induced au extraordinary de- 
gree of piospenty In oroasiug B^ont 
( enis, he nuiveved the great works in 
piogrm lor the fcimation of the mag-« 
iiificeut toad which now travereea that 
mouutHm At T\u*in he relmouithed 
the 10^ a 1 fmlaoe to the Pope, who had 
leached that place on his returja to 
Home, and lodged m the Oaatle of Stu- 

* This ct 1 1 rspondeuce *• to bo found entire 
In Oenera Mathicu DitmuM s worjt having 
I ton put ti to bis hands bv the Duchess 
Deeres ai It^w of tbe nnuister oS ntarlue, to 
whrm u ass n Idrei^sSO —Dr Mas, xi lUt 
286 — It leaves no doubt whst- 

oAsr os to the reahtgr of Napoleon s designs 
hu the in^Mflou of tms cmastty aind the ea^ 
tiaoiUlinuj? rombinatlon of chauces which 
lione pi (vented thOm irow being aiarrted < 

lilt ItfUiLt 
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laixkO be^ in of 

Oiitighfme-, rind ott tMNt 
whiMW ihedni^ms di Itnly 
centiy been dxed fttyeh 

sand men on the fifebof d^da, 

ad 

Iheatm Thifty-fjo* biMI^ dHUd 

Beven B({ttadintK 
Utter, to imitate 

battU which had givon itidiinort|i^^ 
whiU the Kn^ror and ^preai^ ee^ 
ed on a lofty thronoS|)iieh cfts^looked 
the whole field, Were to btho!4 bi 
mic war, the teiTible 
bad occurred np&i it, Jfce 
bright and clear , the WhoiMia 

daybreak had been dtt Iheif 
impatiently awaited the mM m idih 
hero , and shouts of eeoUeyiMieii l%nt 
the sky when he appesrgdfilli Hid JStn* 
pram, in a magnificent dnsriet dtdm 
b\ eight horsee, smounded wilhn^the 
pomp of the Empire, and atoOnded the 
throne, before whh^ the 
weie to be performed Wwiy of the 
veterans who had been engaged in the 
action were present, emi;|(ng whom the 
soldiers m an especial nifiinier distin 
ginshed Marshal Lannes, who hadbome 
SO large % portion of tlm bmnt of the 
impenslist atta^ ih that tsiTiblestnfe 
Alter fhe feigneif battU wm over, the 
sbldxesii defiled 

of tbfdi oomradw, the 

ooratioiia of the ef ilWm 
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*31mi Uw in< 

in fi^ of ^ iftelioiog 

oom fMMoeiotioiui 

otmiciocfMl with ttio fsp6tf po4o»^ an 
m4«3iUo itoptmiim on w miim of 
tlio OfMBQtfliozOy Ond Mtrii)ut«4 i^ot a 
tiMo to fan the miHitby ainrii mong 
tlio indolfmt vvtiotn Ki^ 

poloon ITM ao ^eiSftooa 4x» roM to 
mianly fedinga prior to the greet con* 
teat with Anetria, wMoh be foresaw was 
approeoUng. N 

36, Qn the day followisK, the Bm- 
l^eror oOntinued bie journey, passed the 
Fo bt 3£&!:|^tie Qpata amidst the shoots 
of a prodigious oonoourae of people^ and 
proceeded to Paviii, wh^e he reoeired 
the adulatory addressee with which the 
learned men of Italy landed the dis- 
penser of its wealth and influence. His 
triumphal ^ntry into MUan took place 
on the Sth ; and, amidst the fltes and 
rejoicings whiobr preceded his coroner 
tion, the designs ^re formed for the 
greater pert of those splendid pubUc 
edifices which now adorn that beautiful 
city, and have consoled inhabitants 
for all the sacri^cXw they were obliged 
to make during the remainder of the 
w’sr to the ambition of their sovereign. 
Then were projected the gorgeous ad- 
ditions to the oathedralf which now 
shoots up its hundreds of marble pin- 
luusles and thousands of white statues, 
pure as the dnyen snow, in glittering 

r * mdour, into the dear blue heaven ; 

chaste design of the arch of the Bim* 
plon; the noble sweep of the amphi- 
theatre; and the other works which, 
unhappfly for the arts^ were in part left 
incomplete at the fall of Napoleon. A 
fortnight was devoted to the reception 
of congi*atu]ator> addresses from the 
foreign and Italian potentates; among 
which were in an especial manner no- 
ticed those from the King of Naples 
and the King of Frusisiar->two ]^werB, 
parUoularly the latte^ whose neStraUiy 
was of essmtiel importance in the great 
sl^niggle which was apfiroacUng. The 
better to testifV his good understand- 
ing with Prossui, the Kmperor, at the 
reviews of the troops, wore the decora* 
tions of the black and red eagle, sent 


,on the occasion by^Predericdc' 

'' #r|reips)n<m had in fif«t in- 
mom as bat besn oAhved 

the arowijt nf the Ufi^um of JWy to 
h» brothel* Joseph ; bat be, ai#mng 
the secret wishet of the Emperor ve- 
gardhuf itt had the prddenoeio decline 
me hwhuplcms offer. fiDe now proceed- 
ed to hie own foronMiQiL After re- 
posbga yotmin the treosuiy 

of Monea, tbh $fon crown of Charle- 
magne was farth to encircle 

the brows of Ka|XiMnu On the 26th 
Ifay the oeremony of ihe coronation 
eras oonducted wiih the utmost ma^i- 
floenoe, in the cathedral oi Milan. The 
dresses, the decoration^ the orna- 
ments, were esfU more sumptuous on 
this occasion than on the preceding 
one, aplendid as it was, at Faria. First 
came forth from a side entrance the 
Empress Josephine, dressed in gorgeous 
habiliments, daszhng with the lustre 
of diamonds. She was received with 
loud scolamationa But tlie loity aisles 
shook with thunders of applause when, 
a few** minutes after, the Kmperor ap- 
peared, arrayed in his imperial robes, 
bearing on his bead the imperial dia- 
dem, and in his hands the rruwn of 
Charlemagne and the so^trs of ^ astice. 
The Oardmal Caprara omuxuted iniitea<l 
of the Pope on the occasion : N apoleon 
placed the iron crown on his own head, 
pronouncing at the same time the his- 
tonCM words, Pio me la dml' : guai a 
chi la tocca* He alterwards, os at 
Fa^is, himself crowned josephiue, who 
knelt at the high altfir at his feet 2h 
was aftei'wards sung, acetuding 
to the Bucient custom of the kings of 
Lombardy, in the Ambrosian church. 
FaxWorks, fdtes, and illuminations 
clo^ the day ; and nothing was 
omit^ which could captivate the ar- 
dent imaginations of the Italians, or flat- 
ter the pleasing illusion that the days 
of nati 'iial independence had at length 
arrived, afld tlio reign of Tramontane 
authority ceased mr ever. 

40. Among the numerous c^gratu- 
latory ad(h^ esses presented cm this occa- 
sion t^ the EmperoTi not the least ve- 

^ God has given H roe: beware of touch- 
ing It.” » 
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CaiK^4 ‘'wlHi 
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ikt no diW 

that coh^^wtil3N»«nezoil^ 
and h«» in odhglifi^xido^ jhi' 
to thoiu}dro 08 ,j^SNfiv'tfra 
(lallioB of 

eion^lly »u)aj«c5i to no ooa- 

tnt the 

of a h%h-aplrited mm 

];»6cnliar mannor nnwoittiy;^ ki« 'Olta* 
racier. A mote hnpoitiiilt 4opnh»;^<hi 
was soon after reoetvod hem the senate 
ofOenoa; and the teffpie ^ 

Doge addressed tb<i Bmperor left no 
doubt as to the importeait idtemliolia 
in the poHtipai sitaa^on of th^ re* 
public which were soon to tahe j^ao^ 
**In regeneralting the people df^this 
country/' said that chief magistrate, 
yimr Majeerty has contracted the obli- 
gation to render it happy : but this 
cannot be done iinlesa it is gofomed 
by your Miyesty's wisdom and valour. 
The changes which have taken place 
around us have rendered our insulated 
situation a source of perpetual disquie- 
tude, and impenously call for a*unloQ 
with that France which you have 
ctrvered with imperiabable renown. 
Such is the wish which we are chaiged 
to lay at your Majesty's feet "The 
reasons on which it is founded prove 
suMcieutly that it is not the result of 
nuy external suggestion, but the in- 
evitable consequence of our actual 
situation/’ 

41. Kapoleon replied in word8,*me- 
morable as contmidug the death-war- 
i-ant of one of the oldest and most dis- 
tinguished republics of modern Europe. 

Circumstances have frequently com- 
pelled me, within the last ten years, to 
iutetfere in your intemid situation. I 
have constantly eodpavoureft to intro- 
duce £jfKLce, and contribute to the 
spread ST those liberal princinles which 
alone could restore to your ^vemment 
that ^lendour with which it formerly 
was surrounded] but I am now con- 
vinced of your lability to accomplish 


hii#e 
^ greatest f 
nke: !|^r>gh 
edtu haedta^ 
whhdi 

ihatt d 


imd cOnq^^lad 
td rsoog- 
, _ , ^assum^ 
ed tf in a state 

of whhdtjpsfflbht is nofthhig eke 

ihah « the^ 

people t ' 'ravagee^ ynur 

coasts by the cpzsi^ of Barbary Sll 
eonapba to render your iosuIaM mm- 
istence to' 0h kai degree prsoatiotui. 
Eetnnifth^ef^tbyoiwoiimuetti^^ ^ 
I ahaH shortly follow you there, and * 
put ihe seal to the^mc^ iiye&|"riiy 
ppople and yen have contnimM* The 
Mriiers which separate yon lbmRi;i the 
remaiiider of ^ Continedi ahidl, for 
the common ttobd, be removed, and 
thinp restored to their natural situa- 
i tIoD. The sSoret motive qf Kapplecm 
is here eottspileuoiia. The anneaukion ‘ 
#f Genoa to France waa a part of hk 
general maritime extern, dbd suggest- 
ed by his inveterate^ho^litjr to thia ^ 
country. 

4llh A few 4ays afterwards a decree 
appeal^ formally ^^gsorpora^g ibe 
Ligurian republic with the fmeh 
empire, and dividing its territoiT into 
thm depta:tmen1s,<-<H>f Genoa, Monte- 
uotte, and the Apennines. Shortly 
after, the ancient standard of the re- 
public was taken down in aU Ike foria 
and veeseU, and Ike tHoc^or hoistad m* 
its stead. Thua was the |!rekieh terfi^ 
tory, for the fizat tune, ffMy extended 
beyond the Alps, a lai^ SUrfobe of 
sea* coast added to its dominion, its 
frontiers advanced far into the Apen- 
ninee, and bix>ught to adjoin the Tus- 
can atatea ; whifo one of the oldest re- 
publtca in Europe, which for fourteen 
hundred years had maiutained a sepa- 
rate existence often iliiistrated by 
great and heroic actions, sank unheed- 
ed into the arms of death. Kapoleon’s 
seczet InoUve for^this act of rapacity, 
hke most ofthe actiona of lus lifo, was 
the iiTM^xtj|pg »iisba ble dcaire withwhick 
he was £unated of subver^g the 
power of Great Britain. Thk airtinct- 
iy appeared from hia letter to the 
Areh-Ohaneellor of that T«^h]kii m 
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j^sembly, and laid 

l^ib^nda^oQ of tfeoee great ii|L|^ve< 
raeitto m its aooial inatihitt^etia vrhiob 
the tm^itoxy sovereign- 
ly ^ their author, ^Xbe e^mial ex* 
penees of the Idn^^ Wereixedata 
hundred million nm^ or i04,OOO,<H¥)f» 
the militai 7 eetabliBhment cost thirty 
nwlKone^ the civil only six ; and a very 


- ♦ My »ole reason for uniting Oenoa to 

^ tho empire was the alitahiiiig hie command 
of nagnl resources; and yet the three 
frigates whidi its f‘ort contains are not yet 
armed. Genoa will never bo truly Freucb 
till it furnishes six thuussiid sailors to my 
fleets. It is neither money nor soldiers which 
I wish to extract from it. Sailors, old sftiflors. 
jire the contribution whicii I require. You 
must establish a naval conscrtptian there. 
It i.s in vain to talk of govommg a j^ieople 
without occasioning frequent disc^ontrnt I>o 
you not know that, in matters of state, jw^iee 
means forcis as weUns virtue? Do you thini- 
t am so sunk in deci^pitiide os to entertain 
any fears of the people of 

Genoa? The only answer I expect or desire 
to this despatch is, eaihre, ever milore. You 
«re aufficlently accinamted i:ith my rewhi- 
Uon to know that this desire is not likely to 
be ever dirainislCd. Think of nothing in 
ytmr administration, dream of nothing, but 
sailors. Say whatever you please in iny 
uutne; I will consent t6 it all, provided only 
that the urgent necessity of fhrnishing sail- 
ors is expressed witli suflSclout force. *'—- 610 - 
KOK, V. 7fl. 

So tenacious was Napoleon on this subject, 
and so provident was he of the i^iture at this 
poriodirf hisgoverotneut, that be wrote short- 
ly altc^.to the siimo minister, -when on the eve 
of siting otit for the Bhine : ** 1 o secure vic- 
tories wc must think only of defeats. Never 
lost tight of the chance of my army in Italy 
twlng eompeiled to fall back on Alessandria 
—nay, on Gonoa. Iict the artillery, the ar« 
mpan, the magazines there, be in apondi^jon 
to stand a siege/' Again, from Stramburg, 
on 1st October: “Never lose sight of tlie 
provisioning of Geni^ I must have there 
at least tWee hundred thousand quintals of 
wheat. 'My warprojects are vast, but in the 
midst of them all never lose sight^of Genoa. 
Bvon if beiriheigsd, still remain at your post 
there. Take such measures that in no event 
<jan you nm ithort of eoAi. , Say l»f>ltny on all 
occs^ons tbht Genoa is indlasolubly united 
to Franoe. Bepeat that the man who, on 
their TooUtttalna. dissif^ed the^osts of Aus- 
trlaand fiardloda with thirty thousand men, is | 
not now^kely to yield to the menaces of the 
coalition, when he has three hundred thoii- 
sand in the oentre of Gettnafty.**— BtoxoK, 
e. 79, 80. 


portion of revenue 
dep«irtiwi^ta,,{fco be 

Th» 

wbiclji 

enoM to-regdim w ^lcAetone 

of bcmr& of kvr, ‘loptwiipi^ttokdiijg 
th# oltgnig^ of ^ve?r»mo»^ *>*^* 
of the Iron Crown yNw in^itnted* arid 
the autborBy And powoia of the viceroy, 
Eni^ene BeatUbia^n^ were defined by 
an express after 

having received as hing the oath of 
aliegianoe of his son-in-law as viceroy, 
prononnoed a discourse which termi- 
nated with these words, sufficiently ex* 
preasive of the military direction which 
he was so enxiftiiB to give to the azdbi* 
tion of Italy; have given fresh 
pif'oojfs of my deeire to further, by every 
means in my power, the happinesB of 
the Italian people. I trust that, in 
their turn, they will endeavour to 00 - 
citpy in reality the place which tljey 
have ali'cady obtained in my tixind ; and 
they will never do so till they are per- 
suaded that milibuy virtue is the chief 
bulwark of nations The time has now 
come when the brilliant youth, who 
now waste the best years of their lives 
in the indolence of great citie,^ should 
cease fear the fatigues and the dan- 
gers of war.'" 

44. Notwitliatanding the heavy bur- 
dens with which they wpt\j oppressed 
under the government of Napoleon, and 
the unexampled calamities with which 
it olosed, the Italians were highly aatis- 
fied w*ith his administmtion, and still 
look back with fond regret to the AVqwo 
d* Jtnlia as the brightest i^eriod of tlieir 
modern existence. Tart of this, no 
doubt, is to be ascribed to tlie expen- 
diture and animation consequent on 
the presence of the Vice-regal court at 
Milan, and the natural gratification 
which the people experienced at tlie 
elevah?*d position whiob^ as subjects of 
Napoleon, ‘^they occupied in the theatre 
nf Europe. But still more w<j^ owing 
to the wisdom and moderation of Eu- 
gene’s int?^al administration, and the 
adinir^ible principles of government 
which he receivi^ from the Aagaoity 
and experience of Napoleon. In the 



ojp btoopbL 

(naa^ipiat tff li»e WilgWttj JMyi 1?.^ '^}iP“^y> w»^« WhoM lafhietttte* 
3ka ffiSowe^ tto ipMW;^1wp;#IW^ lhajr ba<ifi^.; lO^ towh*^^ 

. v«dly nbdii^' <* isi ojf 

EoiQCWtui w tli$ ’W<wL ibis aliter K)I9 »|^"%IlSI^ aliould i)e 'eota^ 

iSfe inatitu* 
otl^ abates* i|ii oorther^ 

of IjomiMijIy W Italy: veiling ^tis, as he alweyndH, 

h) ibe i|tti<^ene4 ob^<»£leti(^^ weldth^ hie prnjaete fodlthe adratto^ent and 
the inet^ea^ Vent for the eleratilon of hk fp^y nnder an air of 

iiideued field for exeriioii, Bbnoum, mard for the national welfare ; and 
dignities, ein€dtiinent»,idl |rere reserved %ikoting the greatest deferetiee for the 
for Italians: hardly a taagistrate or civil public choice, When he was in efifoet 
functionaryWaai^ib'l^ambirth. Every- depriving ^ people of all infiueneey 
where great and upe^l undertakings either in ine election of their govern^ 
were set on foot ; splendid edifices cncmt or in the administration of af^ ; 
namented the towns ; useful canals Ir- fairs. , 

rigated the fields : if we burdens of the ifi. At length/ on the 110th June, he 

people were heavy, ih^ had at least made a triumphal entry into Genoa^ 
the giatificatlon of |>eromviiig that a and celebrated the union of that city 
large portion of their produce was re- with France by fdtes and Vejolciugs of 
served for domestic objects, and that unparalleled ma^ficenoe. Be there 
they received back, in the rewards of met, and had a long sdci'et conferpnoe 
industry, a p«H of what they had ren- With, the Abbi$, now Oardka^ Baury; 
dered to the service of the state. In who joyfully accepted his offer to re- 
the satisfaction arising from this judi- turn to Paris, whefstbe bpcame high 
cious system of government, they for- in favour at court At the gates of the 
got that the heavy tHbute of a million city he was receivea by the magUM: 
sterling yearly was remitted to Paris, tiates, with the keys. ** Genoa;, named 
Rjid that the higher situations in the the^ Buperb from i^ situation, '* said 
army were exelueively occupied by they, ‘'is now still nlore so ftnm its 
Fivnchmen : a system under which the destiny : it has thrown itself into the 
soldiers of Italy came to perfoiyn glo- arms of a hero. Jealous in many ages 
riouB actions befoi'e the close of the war, of its liberties, it is now still more so 
and which seems to the only method of its glory ; and therefore it plaoes 
by which even a temporary revival of its keys in the hands of one above all 
the military spirit can be commuui- others capable of maintaining and in- 
cated to nations enervated by the long ci'easing it.'* In the princip^ chur^ 
enjoyment of peace, and the establish* of the city he received the oa^s of 
incnt for centuries of the refineniluts allegiance of the leading inhabitants, 
of civilisation. amidst the thunder of artiUeiy 

45. Still keeping his eyes fixed on the overhai^ing forts, batteries, and 
the shores of- the Channel, and, cor* the vessels in me harbour; and then 
I'esponding daily with his minist^ of commenced the fdtes, which, in splen* 
maiine for the regulation of all the dour Snd variety, exceeded anything 
squadrons destined to co-operate in the seen in Italy in modem times. All 
English expedition, Kapoleon visited that Eastern imagination bad fancied, 
the other towns of the noi*th of Italy, all that ^etie genius had ascribed to 
Verona, Mantua, Pmma, successively fairy power, seemed realised on this 
felt the animating infiuenc^of his pre- memowible occasion. The singular and 
sence, and in each Ik left some lasting romantic situation of the ci|y ; its blue 
inark df the grandeur of his oonoep* sea and cloudless skies ; its streets of 
tions, and the likinute attei^ion which marble and lofty pidaces ; its embattled 
he paid to the wants and interests of shores and overhanging forts; its proud 
his subjects. At Bologna b^ re<^ved a domea, suimouniu^ one another in 
deputation from the republic of Lucca, gay theatric pride ; and its lovely bay, 
complaining of the vexatious dl>minloii glittering with the sails of innweralde 

/ 
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anixiiMoiii& laid liniwe^ the 0|botactiee; 
Spleikdldi’^i^hove ^ wette th^ tlbwoiici 
and lUim^iitkisiie at ukht-rafur^dln^ 
from the liaiitenie^ &e vn^ p& the 
of the Mole oo tltiB «e<iet, 
eO«nnhig to aseend ta heeveii la the 
mttotiiaa v&bove, anC to dea^tmd to 
the deep in the of ^e ^ter 

beneailL N&Teif» ih^e proudeet days 
of ita greatneet, amidet the trititnphi^ 
of Doria or the glories of La Meloria, 
did Genoa present so i^gnifioent a 
speetacle as in these the 1^ of Its long 
oxistenoh It was amidst the roar m 
arti^ery ^md the blaze of illumination 
that thia yenerable republic desoended 
into an unhonoured tomb. Such is 
modem Italian patriotism I 

47. The same period yritnessed the 
extinction of the republic of Imcca; 
the promises of Napoleon were fulfill- 
ed. It wasbbestowe^ as a separate ap- 
panage, along with Piombino, on his 
sister, the |^rincft3S|i Eliza. Such wa# 
the comment on the saving of Napo- 
leon nine years oefore, that the days 
were pass^ in which republics could 
be swallowed up by monarchies f Fin- 
ally, he put the Icet hand to the organi- 
sation at this rime of Italy, by a decree, 
aft« his return to Paris, incorporating 
the states of Pai'ma and Placenria with 
the French empim, under the title of 
the twenty-eighth military division. 
His ascendancy in Italy was now com- 
plete. Piedmont^ Genoa, Parma, and 
Placentia were incorporated with the 
Empire: he reigned at Milan by the 
title of king; and in Lucca and Tuscany, 
through the ephemeral governments of 
the Princess Eliza and the King of 
Btroria. 

48. These prodigious strides towards 
universal dominion did not escape the 
notice of the other powers of Europe. 
Tim resolution of Bussia and England 
was already fixed ; but Mr Pitt h^ no 
small diHwty in riie^outset in (bring- 
ing the vi^we of the cabinet of St 
Petersbutg to a practical bearing. The 
ideas of the Emperor Alexander, mould- 
ed the philanthropic dreams of hiis 
preceptor Laharpe, and afterwards by 
the visions of CzartoriiudEi and tlm 
Abbd Piaooli, were atrongly tamed 


ihe oc^ento of the Kevolution 
of which ^Bussiia/' 
He contemplated 
of 

e»^se out of 
the fihleiid iLQknc^ He proposed that 
both paltkh should abate somewhat of 
th^r pretension^ ; that |*rance should 
withdraw f^m Italy and Germany, 
but retain the fiDonrieir of the Bhi^ 
and the Alps ; and that England should 
evacuate Mi^ta." He strongly ux^ed 
the construction of two frontier kmg- 
dorns, to be a check on Franoe--one 
in the Low Countries, one to the south 
of the Alps— the leconstruciion upon 
a sure footing of the Germanic Empire, 
and the establishment of such a code of 
public law for Europe as might super- 
sede the sad necessity of warfare be- 
tween separate states. With gi*eat ad- 
dress Mr Pitt adopted whatever was 
capable of immediate application in 
these projects, and ac^ourned to a more 
tranquil period what appeared imprao- 
ricabla At length, though not with- 
out considerable difficulty, he brought 
the Russian cabinet to see that the 
great thing at present was to provide 
a barr^r against the encroachments of 
France, leaving the reconstruction of 
society for a period when security had 
been attained But although Russia 
was thus in the end brought to take 
her proper part in the European nlli- 
anoe, it was not so easy a matter to 
get ^e qther powers to engage in the 
1 cont<>st. The temporising policy of 
I tbo cabinet of Vienna, desiroiia to gain 
rime^ and prepare for those redoubtable 
blows which they well knew, in the 
event of hostilities, would be in the 
I first instance directed against them- 
selves, rendered it necessoxy during the 
first part of the yew to d«day the rup- 
ture. The utmost that Could be done, 
in the fir^ instance, wym to procure 
the condusion of g secret convenrion, 
signed at Vienna on the fith Nd^ember 
1804, of a defensive and prscautionaiy 
nature. By riiia treaty Austria agreed, 
in the tivent of France making 
strides in Italy, to bring 285,000 men 
into the fidd to co-operate with 115,000 
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KusaianaMody in 
|)«r frnnwtf waa to 
idda, 4ind 4w 
and 

done nni<W',tbi8 ht 

only Wy jra 06 iijtly/i^ 

Thvapidiaw^ 
poleon in Italy, howoyer, .«t 
roused the indication of thh Analdwn 
nobility M, Wineingarode, the ^ue* 
sian iunbass«dor, daily Icrand the cabir 
net more ihdiin^ to adopt his riews 
as to the n^ocwshy fi a general and 
combined effbrt to fntest the oommon 
danger; and at len^h the force of 
general opinion became so great, that 
it produced a change in the cabinet, 
and total alteration in the external 
policy of govemmeni 4 The iUnstrious 
president of the council, B1 Cobenteel, 
who had long been at the head the 
paciho paity, resigned, and wae suc- 
ceeded % Count Baihet Latour ; and 
rrince Schwartzenberg received the 
situation of vice-president of the Aulic 
Council This ^ange was decisive; 
the wai' party was now predonunant ; 
and it was only a question of time and 
expedience when hostilities should be 
commenced 

49. Kussia and England, more re- 
moved from the danger, and therefore 
more independent in their resolhtions, 
hod proceeded oonsideqibly farther in 
the formation of a coalition. On the 
1 1th April a treaty was signed at St 
Petembuig, which regulated the terms 
and the objects of the contracting pai*- 
tles, and the forays £hey were respec- 
tively to employ in canying these into 
execution. The preamble set forth, 
“As the state of Buffering in which 
Europe is placed dexniands imm^hiate 
remedy, their mtu^otieB have mutually 
determined to consult upon the means 
of putting a stop thereto, without wait- 
ing for fresh encroachments on the part 
of the French government They have 
agreed, in equsequence, to employ the 
most speedy and el^caoiotls means to 
form oigeneral league of the states Uf 
Europe, and to engage them to aeoede 
to the Resent oonoert” lie foj'des to 
be employed, indepez^ent of those fur- 
nished by England; ware fixed at five 
* Sec THtsaa ♦ 


MHUid 8^ ; and thb 
lu^decl^^ be^ 
evacuidiab uf the county of 
Hanoveri and cl bWthof 
fi, TheyeS^d}pfbmeilt^^ indepen* 
denqp hf thei^ttldios of Holland and 
Switaeiland, ,^The ra-establishment 
of the Xing ip^^tikidinU hi Hedmont, 
with iw large of terri- 

tory as dcohinwii^ will admit 4. 
{dTha futore semtrity of the kingdom of 
Kaples, and the complete evacuation 
of Italy, , mduding the island of Elba, 
by the FreSch forces. 5. The intro- 
duction ofian order of thinga into Eu- 
rope whion may effectually guarantee 
the security and inc|#pendei]& oTthe 
different states, and present a solid 
biUrier against futnre usmp^ To 
enable the diftont powers who may 
accede to the eosiition to bring for- 
ward the forces respectively r^uired 
of them, England engagasiofumishsub- 
udies, in the proportion of Xl,2ffO,QOO* 
Uterling for every JlilD,000 of regular 
troops sent into the fi^''* 

50^ By eepaiate a]!%icl^ signed be- 
tween England and Russia onl^, it was 
agreed that the objects of the alliance 
should be attempte(f gs soon as 400,000 
men could be mdy for active service ; 
of which Austria was expected to fur- 
nish 250,000, Russia 115,000, and the 
remaining S5,000 were to be suppUed 
by Hanover, Sardinia, and Kaplsa. By 
another separate article, Russia en- 
gaged to inarch forthwith an army of 
00,000 men to the fifontim of Austria, 
and 80,000 to those of /Vrana, ** to be 
able to co-operate with the said courts 
in the pro^rtlons established by the 
treaty, and to support them respec- 
tively, in oaae they hhould be attacked 
by France;*!* and that; independently 
of ^le 115,600men to be engaged in 
active operaHous, the Emperor of Rus- 
sia should keep bodies of reserve and 
of obsefvarion upon his frontiers The 
advBi^^es of the ireaty, so &r as aub- 
eldies were condbmed, were to 1 m ex' 
tended to Austria and Sycfien, if in the 
course oLthe year 1805 th^ brought 
iheir forces into action; the Emperor of 
Bussla agreed, if necessary, to bring 
180,000 men into the field, on the same 
conditions as to suppliea as the original 
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415,000 y mud tbe coniraciisg 
bound to make igommou 

cause agmat any mmer wlii<£^)Sboald 
unite with Frauoe m the ooutei^ wbl<^ 
yf$» a{)>p];^obing^ w Fmally, a aepamte 
s^cle of great importance settle# tbe 
Ultimate objects of tbe :C0alition« and 
tite inkntiona of the ((Lilies in regard 
to the states whiidi they might sieseue 
from the dominion of Fmtoe, in a man* 
ner alike consistent with good faith^ 
justice, and moderation.* 

51. Kotwithstanding the definite 
terms of this treaty, (^nV^erable dif* 
ficulty existed, and delay wsg incurted, 
in aiSun^ng ihe terms of the Austrian 
oo‘djperation. Ke^t that the cabinet of 
Vienna was backward in their disposi- 
tion to promote the objects of the coa- 
lition, but that the deplorable state of 
their finances I'endered it impossible 
for them to bring any considemble 
forces intOfthe field till they had re- 
ceived large subsidies from Great Bri- 
tain, and that was highly inexpe* 
dient to commence hostilities till these 
had arrived, as tne exposed situation 
of their territories rendered it certain 
that they would be the first objects of 
attack. In thea^d, however, by the 
indefatigable efforts of Mr Pitt on the 
pai-t of England, and ^ Novosiltzoff 

• *• The Enuteror and Kinj? being disposed 
to form an eviergetic concert, with the sole 
view of insuring to Europe s solid and lasttng 
ixtace, founded upon the principles of justice, 
equity^ and the Uw of nations, are aware of 
the necessity of a mutual understandmg at 
this tune with i-cgard to those princajilos on 
which they will act as soon as the events of 
the war may render it nocfessary. These 
prindples are, in no deffree to control public 
opinion in France, or in any other countries 
where the oombmed armies may carry on 
tlieir p{>erathms, with respect to lAe form qf 
imenment vhtrh it imybe prepjjr to adopt; nor 
appropriate to thcmselvea till a peace 
shoula be couchpied, any of the OL^uquests 
made by one or other of the belligerent par- 
ties { to take possession of the towns and ter- 
ritoms which may be wreste d from the com- 
mon enemy, in the name of the country or 
state to which they of right 1,6] ong; and in 
all other cases in nanie of all the mem- 
bers of the ]e%itei and. hnally, to assemble 
St the terminatiou of the war a general con- 
gress. to discuss and fix tlie provlei:<ms of the 
law of nations on a more definite basis than 
has been poestble heretofore, and to insure 
tbeirobservancebys federativeaystem found- 
ed upon the situation of the different states of 
Buiope.*— Pari. iJs6. vl App, A 7. 


CIS ith«4 cf Euiisia, were 

<yv«rcoiu^ the ccuilM 'etw)pwtioit 
cl bciithe allkafie^^ee e%>iiied. 
The Aulrildfih^Wil^ 
bui^ Omni Rtftdlcu, f<^bk .^pre- 
flesMlIie iQep etete^bbe Im* 

peDlil (t&diicee, eud lufiisted ^ 
aidy#cf oue-holf tb be 

itAmedi«feely paid, in urder tu bring the 
troupe into the fieM, aud the other by 
mouthly lu^lmeuts itRor the cam- 
paign had commenced. , These terms 
were at length agr^ to by the Brltiah 
ambaasador, it wng stipulated that 
the Emperor of Austria mould forth' 
with embody a force of not less than 
three bundled and twenty thousand 
men, and that the advance tp be made 
by Great Britafi, under the name of 
premiere mUe en campo^ief or prelimi- 
nary payment, should be made on this 
calculation. On the name day a treaty 
was concluded between Russia and 
Austria; and active negotiations en- 
sued between the Aulic Council and 
the Russian war-minister relative to 
the measures to be pursued in the pro- 
secution of their joint hostilities. 

52. Much less difficulty was experi- 
eneed in armoging the terms of an al- 
liance, offensive and defensive, with 
Sweden, which had already, by the 
treaty of fid December 18(»4, evinced a 
deaii’e to range iteelf under the ban- 
ners of England. By a convention, 
concluded at Helfiingborg on the 31st 
August 1805, it was provided that Eng- 
land should pay monthly ^£1800 for 
every 1000 men who co-operated in the 
common cause ; and as the garrison of 
Stralsund was taken at 4000 men, who 
were jaot included in the subsidy, the 
periodical payment for them amounted 
to £7200. By a subsequent conven- 
tion, signed at Bekeagsog, fid October 
lSo4 the number of Swedish tmops to 
be employed in Pomeiania was fixed 
at 12,000 xnen, for whom England was 
to pay at the rate of £12^ lOi. per an- 
num for eaim man^ leatdea five monUia* 
subsidy^ in advance, as outfit for the 
campmgn, ^nd £50,000 to put Stral- 
snnd in a respectable state of defence. 
Thus, by the effects of the incessant 
advances of Kapoleon towaitk univer- 
sal dominion, and the genius and in- 
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flaenw of Hr ww il»« 

eleme»i« of 

aiwy64 iai^ 

Bpired % former in ft'fim 

coai^po Fi'miido; ind n 

was awuii@od 
event hm i^ved* to h«r« 
tlie detiveracKS® of Ettfopo, if ignorinoo 
or iufatnotion 1^4 mt misdire^tod 
them when in the field. Biplomftcy 
had done Waryas now re- 

quired to edmplete the undertaking. 
Mr Pitt might then have aaid with 
Wallace, when he bad assembled the 
Scottish peers and the forces of his 
country in the ww of independence 
on the field of Falkirk—'^ Now, gal- 
lants ! I have brought yon to the ring: 
(lance as you may.** ^ 

63. It was still, however, a great ob- 
ject, if possible, to engage Prussfii in 
the nJlianoe ; and, for this purpose, H. 
Novoftiltzoff was despatched to Berlin, 
and the successive annexations of Ge^ 
noa, Paiina, and Placentia, to Fi'ance, 
gave him great advantages in the 
representations whicii he made as 
to the necessity of opposing a l>ai> 
rier to its future progress Fearful of 
the strife which was approaching, and 
apprehensive of being cast down from 
the position which she occaipicd jn the 
shock of such enormous powers, Pinis- 
sia made the most energetic efforts to 
avert the collision, and, for this pur- 
j^ose, the cabinet of Berlin despatched 
M. Zastroff, aide-de-camp to tlie King, 
to St Peterabuig. Under the media- 
tion of Prussia, a negotiation betw%en 
the courts of Kussia and France took 
place, which for three months averted 
the commencement of hostilities, ^but 
led to no otlier I’esu't. Neither party 
M^as siuoei^ in the dt'-5h*e for an accom- 
modation ; and if either had, the pre- 
tensions of the opposite powers were 
too much at variance to render a paci- 
fication possiblti. Fmnce was reso- 
lutely determined to abandon none of 
its acquisitions on Continent, al- 
leging lb a reason that they were ne- 
cessary to form a coitnter];:^se to, the 
vest increase of territoiy gained by 
Kussia in the Easb by Austria iif Italy, 
and by England in India ; and the Em- 
peror Alexander replied^ with'^reason, 


^at i«cent events had too Oleaidy de- f 
mons^ra^ that the ^ acqul^ilcns of 
B'rance Jrere out of all proportion to 
those of the otto powe# — a fact of 
which ^ necessity t»f a||^i#al cosli* 
i^on to^lorm a bam^r a^^inst its am- 
bitloii atod^ oleari^st evidence.’* f 
64. Notwitliite§dto all the etots of 
Britain and Bnssiii^ however, it was 
fotmd impossible to overcome the loan- 
ing of Prtoia towards the Frendh Inte- 
rest. The real secret of tide partiality 
was, notany insensibility to the dangers 
to be apprehimded to the independence 
of Germany from the power of Fnanee, 
on the part of the cabinet of or 
its able director Baiem Hamenb^, 
but the effect of the glittering prl^ 

* The real poin ts in dfi^tebctween France 
and Russia will be better understood iyot» 
the foliowing 'extraos ft'om the JHoniUur at 
this period, than it cab, bo Worn the tf^served 
and forinai style of diploinaWc tu^ios, “ What 
have France and Russia to etnnroil them ? 
Perfectly indo}>endent of each other, they 
!#© impotent to inflict cv#, but all-powerfh} 
to c<.)mniunioate IftuefitA. IfthdRniperort^ 
Franco exercises a giyaUinaustwe in Italy, 
the Caar exerdses a still greater over Turkey 
and Pcrsiiv. I f the cabinet of Russia pretends 
to have a right W affix UmiUi to tho power of 
France, without doubt it is equally disposed 
t(» allow tlie Emperor of fne Fretuih to pre- 
scribe the bounds which it is not to pass. 
Russia lias partitioned Poland : it is lait fidr 
that France should nave Bel^um and the 
left bank of the Rhine. It has seuEed upon 
tho Crimea, tlie Caucasus, and tlie northern 
provinces of Persia; can it deny that the 
rijrht of self-preservation givee Ftanes a title 
to demand an equivalent iiiFurot»e ? Do you 
wish H general congress in Rarope? Let 
©very |K»wer begin by restoring the con- 
quests which it has made during the last 
fifty years Ijet them r©-establiim Pokmd, 
restore Venice U‘ its Senate, Trinidad t«» 
S|>aiQ, Ceylon to Holland, the Ohoea to the 
Porte, the Caucasus and Georgia to Persia, 
the kingdom of Mysore to the sops of Tippoo 
Baib, and the Mshratta states to their lawful 
owners, and then the other powers may have 
some title to inSiKt that France idial) retire 
within her anOieut limits. It is the fi^hiou 
to speak of the ambition of France Had she 
chosen tomreserve her conquests, the half of 
Austria, the Venetian states, the states of 
Holhun.^ and Switeerland, and tho kingdom 
of Naples, would Imve been in her posses- 
,,sion. The limits of France are di reality the 
Adige and the Rhine. Has it passed either 
of these linsits? Had it fixed on theSalSa 
and the Drave, it would not have exceeded 
the bounds of its couquests '* It is not dif- 
ficult to trace the hand of Napoleon in these 
able remarks^ifea^san l^tb J uly 1 80^ ; and 
BvifMi xii. 941^ 97. 
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lotig o<»T€U^ 

in of ilanov^. Ths 

Pruaai«n gl^mmeat oould Woar dl* 
itiMdl of the iden that, % |ireterv- 
it% a difttsdous neKiti'elityi rosarv* 
iiE^ thair interpoution for the dadiive 
^oineiit, they migb^idOiout danger 
itM that imjportant 
dominiona In ^Shob, l^apolecin, well 
aware of this seoroi i^s, wiMrew^ an 
the close of Jtily, twdl're thocuiaud tneft 
(torn the Hanoverian states ; and the 
Prussian inmisters then dropped hints 
to the revival of theimzxg's wishes 
as to Hanover/* and at len^ o})exil^ 
broach^ the project of tasdng provi- 
aiohal possessionrof that electorate, as 
the union of the Continental donunions 
of his Britannic Majesty to Prussia la 
of such consequenoe to that monarchy, 
that it can never relinquish the pro- 
spect of gaining such an acquisition, 
provided can be done without com- 
promising the character of his Majesty/* 
There w^ the> i^eal obstacle. , Tbb 
King of Irussia, notwithstanding all 
the immediate advantages of the acqui- 
sition, was stung with the secret re* 
proaohes of conscience itt the idea of 
thus appropriatrofr the possessions of a 
friendly power, at tnevery moment when 
that power was mahing such efiorts, 
without the idea of selfi^ recompense, 
for the deliverance of Europe. 

55. The struggles of conscience, how- 
ever, became daily weaker. The King 
at length put the question to his min- 
isters, ** Can 1, without violating the 
rules of morality, without being held 
tip in history as a prince destitute of 
faith, depart, for the acquisition of 
Hanover, from the character which I 
have hitherto maintained i ** The >vo- 
mau that deliberates is lost It was 
easy to see in what such contests be- 
tween duty and interest would termi- 
nate. Before the middle of August, 
the Prussian cabinet intimate to the 
French mimster at Berlin thoir ^ling- 
ness to co^plnde a i^at^ of alliance, 
offensive and defensive, with the French 
government, on the footing(iof the an- 
nexation of Hanover to their domi- 
niona Kapoleon eagerly closed with 
so advantageous an offer, and joyfully 
agreed to rid himself of a chmgeroua 


eneEay ^ the oapoi^p nl? JBlhgland. 

was Paris 

tobonclld^ilhs^^rix^'atid’4^ 

on RhNil^ueoi 

uiffnresesiisnM^ 

mehtii were h»h Yhe forpee 

wes^ enabled to pom* ;ln^ imaistible 
multitudes, jhrou^ the. Prussian do- 
minions, upon the devoted host at 
Ulm; and the battle of Austerlitz 
overthrew the independence of Ger- 
many and exposed Prussia^ unaided, 
to the moital strokes of the French 
Emperor. By such combinalions of 
selnsbnms end folly was Napoleon aid- 
ed in his projelt of elevating France to 
supreme authority in Europe, and fur 
suclf wretched objects was that sincere 
alliance of sXl its powers long prevented, 
which would at any time have opposed 
an effectual barrier to his progress i * 

* The FruBsiaa miuietera having demaud, 
od a Arauk statement of the intentious of Ka- 
fKileou in the event of such an alliance, the 
ioliowing note was presented by the Fitmch 
minister to liiuron Harden berg Tlie peaCHs 
of the Oontiucut will be tlie tmiit of the alli- 
anoe between France and Prussia. It will be 
enough for this purpose for Prussia to say, 
that she makes common cause witfi Fraxicc 
in an> war which may have lor its object 
to change the i>resoiit state cf Italy. What 
danger can FruNSia fear, when the Fmperor 
engages to support it with eighty thousand 
men against the Hussiaus — ^wheu it w^UL huv e 
for a'axiliaries Baxony, Hesso, DaTona, Ba- 
den, the Emjxiror engaging to obtain for the 
King tlic poRscssiem of Hanover, while ius 
aliie 1 wiii only be called on to guarantee tlte 
present elate of Ibily? The Emperor offers 
Hanover, absolutel}’ and without any con- 
dition; and the King may judge from that 
whether or not he is disixim to be geueroue 
towdhls hifl tierman slues/' The Prusaiau 
minister rephod: — “ Itis with the most lively 
gratitude that the King has reoeivod the pro. 
position mode by the intervention of the 
French minister. Heexperlcuceethegreatest 
satisfaction at the projHisal made to Mchanw 
the elwU^ratt of Ifanoiwr/dwr a (fw^ranUe o/ mi« 
prttmd ttaU of in order to avon a war 
on the CoiUinont, and load towards p^oe 
widi EngiaM. Ui%Ilaj«sty Is desiroua to 
see the independence of Bwitserland estab* 
lished, as well sa that of UoLlaod, and the 
parkof 1 taly,nat allowed by Pnissia to Fnnoe. 
If on these subjects his Imperial Idaies^ will 
explatw' hiioa^f la a positive manner^ tbe 
King will enter with pleasure into tiie detjsUa 
necessary; for a ded^aitlve si'rangexnent.**--- 
BioHON.'fr, m, m. 
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56, aAi^enittfir W W tha pfWaft 
»t»ie o| 

not w 

projeaia^ towwst 

On tilt oaiili^i it m 

paratioiMI '4^ 1^ 
with adiBtidhid Tijjiwai'; lia 
aware that If Ba^aod wiui destroyed, 
the Cim^iMtal oofditioti would aooa 
fall to places, acid that a blpw struck oa 
the bsiuks of the Thames would m^ra 
eifdctually attain this object than one 
either ill the baaiu of the Danube^ Of 
on the shores of the Vistula. For tids 
purpose, in the midst of the splendid 
pageants in Italy, on which their mag< 
nilcence had caused the eyes of ml 
Europe to be fixed, tlft Emperor, ac- 
companied by Jose}hine, set out late 
on the ereuing of the 8th July from 
Turin, and travelled with such extra- 
ordinary rapidity, that, outstripping all 
his escorts, he reached Fontainebleau 
on the moining of the 11th, having ac- 
complished the journey of above fire 
hundred miles in less than sixty hours. 
0ambac<irh8 and all his ministers were 
there, with full details of the aimament 
both by land and sea. Scarcely had he 
completed Uie necessary examination, 
when, devoured with anxiety for the 
return of the combined fiect from the 
West Indies, which he daily expected, 
he continued his journey to the coast, 
there to peiil his crown and life op the 
most gigantic undertaking ever pro- 
jected by man since the invasion of 
Greece by the arms of Xerxes. For 
this purpose, shortly after his return 
from Italy, ho repaired to the camp at 
Boulogne, there to inspect in pemon 
the vast milita^ foi\s& arrayed on the 
shores of the and to direct 

the distant movements of the fleets, 
by which he hoped to obtain, for a 
time at least, the mastery of the seas, 
and the means of safely disembariung 
that mighty host withiu ^few days* 
momh of London. oBhortly after his 
arrival, %o reviewed 100,000 men on 
the sands of Boulogne. Tl^e line yras 
three leagues long; never had he seen 
himself at the he^ of such a'foree, 
and rarely, if ever, bad the world seen 
so splenmd a military speutaoll. The 


^psror was in the highest s|)|tlta, as * 
Witt he might, aitbemen^ appm- 
imo vi kh ^ppSy and #se confident 
of suoMi ittment the fleet 
peered, wbkb he To 

Admiral pm^m be wrote mi Uie itk 
Aagust^^^TlbB foglish do not know 
what eweititb^ If wsi m masiem 
of the Obannejl for two hours> Mnglemd 
hm lived ke To Cambacdrtsbe 

sifld at the same time, adio was repre- 
senting the prepaaMom of Austria—- 
A few days wil suffice to cross the 
strait, and wfien the sea ls passed^ the 
coalition strudL at the heart. The 
|ann of Austria is struck do^ 
moment London is taken. Trust* to 
me and my activity : 1 will astonish 
the world by the grandeur and rapidity 
of my strokea.** 

57. The arp^y which Kapoleon had 
now assembled forthis great enterprise 
was one of the most formidable, in 
point of numerical strength, and be- ‘ 
jAmd all queeUon tbpnnost^perfset in 
point of militafy organisadon, which 
had ever been brouglft together since 
the days^of the Boman legiona* It 
amounted to tlAOOO efiective combat- 
ants, the totalontherAh being 182,000; 
482 pieces of cannon, and 14,054 horses, 

* Tha oompoaitiou^of this vast anoament 
arouud Boul^ae was as follows: It Is one of 
the most curious records of tho age ef Na- 
poleon : — 

Infaatry, .... 76,7SS 

Cavaliy, .... 11,646 

Cauaoneeni, . 8,7SC 

Woggouera, . 3,780 

Nou-combataata, . 17,476 

Total, . m474 

Oua>boata . . . 1,333 

Txaasport veesela, 054 

Which would oany (meaX 161,215 
and horsoa, • * - 6,059 

Quas moimted on armed 

vessel^ ^ 3,500 

Hoirsea, .... 7,S94 

Fmila (spare! . . 82,337 

Cartridge . . . 13.000,000 

Fliata .... 1,268,400 

Biscuits (ration^ . . 1,434,800 

Botftesofbraac^, . . 236,230 

Tools, . . . * • 30,375 

Saddles, .... 10,560 

Field-pj^tses, ... 482 

Bounds of ammuaition, 86,400 

Loads of hay, . . . 70,370 

Do. oats. . . 70,370 

Sbesp, .... 4,924 

•-dhncAa xii. ; TabUf, 1, 2, 8, trontiiigp. 804. 
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cAi^Vpa <it Si Om&t, 

9ji^ ge^MbttteeuU W A 
2IM0 ^ ib« ibexel And HA^y^^uyAi 
}O»Q0!& m iward the liombmed ■fleet, 
a^d the hhe fofol at Bresty ready to 
einb^k m the aquadroa of A<^iral 
O^theaume; iuaJl, l^OOOxai^ai iu the 
highest state of diseJfhhe and equi]>‘ 
r^etit The stores of ammunition, war- 
liW implements, and provisions col- 
lected, were on an unparalleled scall 
of magnitude, and amply evinced the 
reality of the de%n wljjch the Em- 
peror had in riew. Each cannon had 
2tl0 rounds of aimmunitioxa^ the cart- 
ndp«8 ^ere 18,000,000; the flints, 
1,200,000 ; the Iflscuits, 2,000,000 ; the 
saddles, 10,000 ; and 8000 sheep were 
ready to accompany the army in its 
embarkation. Provisions for the im- 
mense multitude for three months had 
been collected 1 the hospital arrange- 
ments werb perfect ; and 2293 vessels 
— oapalfle of transporting 180,000 men 
and 8000 l^rses^^if which 1339 wei% 
mmed with aboye 350^ pieces of can- 
non, independent of the artillery which 
accompanied the anny, awaited, in the 
harbours of Boulogne, Efeples, Amble- 
teuse, Ostend, ajStd Calais, the signal to 
put to sea. 

58. During its long encampment on 
the shores of the Channel, this great 
army bad been organised in a different 
manner from any that had yet existed 
in modem Europe. It is a curious 
circumstance, that the genius of Kapo- 
leon, aided by all the experience of 
the revolutionary wars, reverted at last 
to a system extremely similar to that 
of the Roman legions ; and to the vig- 
our and efficiency of this organisation, 
which has never since been deparvd 
hrom, the subsequent extraordinary 
^uccesaes of the French armies may in 
some degree be ascribed. At the com- 
menoement of the Revolation^the divi- 
atons of the armv, geneinlly nfteen or 
eighteen thousand st^ng, were frunied, 
under tbe^ffirst officer that oonld be 
found, into the field ; but it was soon 
found that thm were few generals 
capable of skilfnlly directing the tnove- 
ments of such considerable mosses of 
troops; while, on the other hand, if 
the divisions were too mnaU, there was 


aswant of that unity and ^^ecision of 
movem|at which was requisite to in- 
sure Ejecting « medium be- 

tween these iwq eattmmhs/Kapoleon 
adopted a double divnden. Hla army 
was divided, in the flmt instance, into 
coips of fh)n^ twenty to 

thii<ly tbousand men each, Ihe direction 
of whiioh was intrusted to a marshal of 
the Empire. Each of these oori^s bad, 
in piYiportiqu to its force, a suitable 
allotmeut of fiebl and heavy artillery, 
its reserve, and two or three regimeutb 
of light oavidry ; but the heavy cavalry 
and medium hoi'se, or dragoons, were 
united into one corps, and jilaced under 
the command of one general. 

59. The organisation of the Imperial 
Guard wj^s pAcisely the same, with 
this difference only— that it was -onsi- 
der< as the reserve of the whole anny, 
and as such more immediately under 
the ctimraand of the Emperor himself. 
Each corjvs w'as fonned into four or 
five divisions, vaiying in strength from 
five to seven thousHinl men, command- 
ed by generals of division, who received 
their orders from the general of the 
corps. The troops in those divisions 
always remained under the same offi- 
cers ; the diviaions themselves belong- 
ed to t-he name corps ; no incorporation 
or transposition, excepting in cases of 
absolute uec.esoity, ai’ising from extra- 
ordinaij casindties in war, disturbed 
the />raer establishecl iu the cmnps. 
In tills w'ay the generals came to know 
their offieera, the oflloers their Boldiers 
tht^ capacity, disposition, and qualities 
of eadi were understood. An etprU dr 
iiorpft was formed, not only among the 
meqibcrs of the same regiment, but 
among those of the samo division and 
corps ; and the general of division took 
as much pride in the pi’ecision with 
which tlie regiments under his onlei’s 
peiformed their combined operations, 
or the maffihal in the perfection <»f the 
an-angemwits of the corps under his 
direction, as tbe*t;aptain of dragoons 
did in the steadiness with w^oidi his 
men kept«their Une in a choi'ge, or the 
sergeant in the cleanness of the ap- 
pointfiients of the little subdivision in- 
trusted to his care. Next to the Impe- 
rial Gihird, and noways inferior to it 
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in the spfendidi Epp««wc^;ae whi.ch Jt 
preseoted, wa» th® €W|P« of 

groniiidieiij widch Junot^ »W fottood at 
Arras. It coftsi^ted of tei battalions 
of 800 men each, aeledted from the 
grenadier oompaniee of rpgiimeiita not 
intended to form parjt of the eypeditioo. 
Their appeamn^ and martial air yore 
in the highest degwtnagnificent ;\ad 
Kai w)leon, by whoto thesequalitioa were 
highly a]jpreeiated, deatined them for 
the jAjrilons honour of being fiint land- 
ed on the British ohorea 
00. The camps in which the soldiers 
w*»i lodged, during their long aojowm 
on vne shores of tiie Chaunel, wei’e oha- 
rav by the same admirable sys- 

teu- >rgauiiation. Th^y were laid 
out, ..cording to tboyasual form, in 
Hquftivs intersected by sjlreets, and ciim- 
poaed of bari'acks constructed on uni- 
form plan, according to the matoiials 
furnished by the country in which they 
were situated. At OsUukI they were 
composed of light wood end stniw; at 
Boulogne and Vimireux, of sharp stakes 
cut in the forest of Guenis, f.upported 
by maaouwork. These field-barracks 
were extremely beaKny : the beds of 
the soldiers, raised two feet aboTC the 
gi’ouud, were composed of sfnav, on 
which their camp blankcts:! wiuv laid; 
the utmo.st care was taken to pi%serve 
clean iines.s in erery part of the estal> 
lishment. Constant employnient was 
the true secret both of their good health 
and docile habits. Neither nor 

boidiers were erer allowed to remain 
any time idle. When not cmployqjl in 
military evolutions, they wore conti- 
nually engaged either in raising or 
Htrcngthening the field-works on the 
dillVrent points* of the coast, or level- 
ling down e»ninen^!e^, draining marshes, 
or filling up hollows, to form agreeable 
esplanades in front of their habitations, 
and where their exercises were per- 
formed. The difi'erent coips and diti- 
Riona vied wnth each other in these 
works of utility or recreiftion: they 
even w|^it w) far as to engage in under- 
takings of pn reornament; gardens were 
create, flowers were cxiltitated, ^nd, 
in the midst of an immense q^ilitary 
population, the aspect of nirture was 
sensibly improved, ^ 


^ Si^ed with tli^r Ipfc In |hi«, 
^reat ^ncampmenV thW soldiets 
Kiz^gtdiurlytraebsblea«i4 Con- 

stantlyr ahd amused £he 

apeetacla of sea^flightp, or frequent re- 
views^ and mock battle®, they neither 
mummed ^ the eaa<ita{ms of a rigid 
discipline;, nor. lapeiriebced the usual 
monotony attd^ian^or of a pacific life 
in campa Tnie good effects of distri* 
huting the coi^ into diyisions were 
uere soon lendeiwd conspicuous. The 
geneml commanding each, division be- 
came not only personally acquainted 
with all his officers, but bad an oppor- 
tunity of correcting anything defective 
in the discipline of men ; >nd dhe 
soldiers, from ooasta fit exercises, and 
Uie habit of acting iogethet* in large 
masses, acquired a degree of precision 
in the |>erformance of mano^vi'ca on 
a great scale, which n^er before had 
been equalled in the Frenoh armies, 
and embnmed everything tha^ afasteally * 
gseful or atiitable to Jbhe French cha- 
racter in the ^ieciplme o^ the Great 
Frederick, • 

62. No man knew better than Kajr»o- 
leoii, from hi^ own experience; as well 
as from the calumitias which an obsti- 
nate adhci’ence to the opposite system 
hful inflicted upon his opponents, that 
the general-in-cbi^f, especially if far I’e- 
moved from the theatre of operations, 
cannot W’ith advantage prescribe the 
details of Rubordinate movements. In 
his campaigns, consequently, each mar- 
shal received (fen&at instructions as to 
the line of operations which he was to 
adopt, and the end to which his efforia 
were to be ,dii*ected ; but he was left 
entii'el^^ master of the means by which 
these objects were to be attained. And 
although Napoleon was frequently ex- 
tremely minute in his directions to his 
lieutenants, yet he always left, them a 
general discretion to adopt them or not, 
accordiag to circumstances ; insomuch 
that a commander, in his e.stimation, 
would^have committed a serious fault 
if he had followed the letter of his in- 
structions when a change of circum- 
stances cillled for a deviation from them. 
The same system of confidence was 
established betw^een the marshal and 
his generals of division, to all of whom 
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, a «ettaiki discretionary pow^ ic t!^ 
of orders was intrdltedj^a 
o^nM^ee for the most w^H de- 
asrr«4 ^ abiUty and eipsri^c^ of 
these owsrs. la one respect 
ohanges of Napdeon at tiais 
were of doubtful utipty, and that wee 
in rirtnaily S 4 ppre 8 si& the 
or genei'al staJOfi by suiting that the 
rank of colonels in it should be abo^ 
lished ; an ordinance which, by closing 
the avenue of promotion, at once ban< 
ished sil young men of abdity ftnm 
that department, ^d degraded what 
had formerly been the chief school of 
military talent into a higher species of 
public couriers. * 

C3. But though Napoleon left to each 
oflScer, In his own sphere, those dis* 
cretionaiy powers which he knew to 
be indispensable, it is not to be sup 
posed that he was negligent of the 
manner it^ which their several duties 
were discharged, or that a vigilant su- 
perintendence Apis not kept up, und^** 
his direction, of aH deparbnents in the 
army. On the ecmtrary, he exei'cised 
an incessant imd most Hctive watchful- 
ness over every oflficer iptrusted with 
any service of i|^ortiinoe in the vast 
army subject to 'his orders. Nothing 
escaped bis vigilance. Continual re- 
ports addressed to ** headquarters iu- 
f^ormed him how every branch of his 
service was conducted ; and if anything 
WHS defective, an immediate reprimand 
from Bertbier informed the person in 
fault that the attention of the Empeiur 
bad been attracted to his delinquence. 
Incessant and minute instructions, ad- 
dressed to the generals, commissaries, 
Atid functionaries of every desciiption 
connected with the army, gave to all 
the benefit of his luminous views and 
vast experience. With the euttension 
of his forces, and the multiplication of 
their wants, his powers appeared to 
expand in au almost miraculous pro- 
portion; and the active superinten- 
dence of alb which seemed the^htxnost 
limit of h^an exertion when only 
fifty thousand men required to be sur- 
veyed, was not sensibly diminished 
when five hnndt^ thousand were as- 
sembled. Above sB, the attention of 
the Emperor was habitually turned to 


the means of p^vidijsg for fhe subsist- 
ence of his trtspiw ; a b*^cb of service 
which, from iftteprodirioidi increase of 
his rapidity wfth which 

he moved into countries where 
no magari^^^ had been f^ed, re- 
Quir^ ftt ah ektivihr|toaiy degree, all 
Of his talent and IvfieHiou. 
Toaubh alcngtlf was this superinten- 
dence of the Emperor com^ that it 
was a common saying |n the army, that 
every officeif who had aiiy thing of im- 
portance to performdmagincd that the 
imperial attention was exclusively di- 
rected to himself : while, iu |hct, it 
divided among several hundreds, per- 
haps thousands, who stood in a similar 
predicament* By this unexampled 
vi^lance, eec^ided by the great abi- 
h^es of the omcora and generals under 
his command, the anny destined for 
the invasion of England aoqpired a de- 
gree of perfection, iu point of discipline, 
organisation, and military habits, un- 
precedented since the dajiB of the Ro- 
man legions. 

64. The arrangements connected with 
the flotilla wei'e as extraordinary and 
perfect as those of the land forces. It 
was organised in as many subdivisions 
as there wciv sections in the army; and 
all the BtorcB, baggage, and artillery, 
Avere Ulretidy on board ; so that nothing 
remained but the embarlution of tlie 

• Ample e^-idonco of the tnith of theme 
obeewatious oxtet^ ui the ctoirespckckdeuce of 
the IStnporor. etiU i>rc‘*on'e<J in the arclaves 
of Paris, or lu the c;u»U>dy of his genemis, 
an^ wlUcb, If published entire, would auiouxit 
to ni»xi> huudrofi volumes. From the valu- 
able iTagmeiits of it pubUmed in the appen- 
dioes to QeoemI Mathleu Dumas, and the 
fvorks of Ocuend Ooureaud and Baron Fain, 
on t)l'.e campaigns of 1812, 1813, and 1814, as 
well as the tetters of Napoleon, contained in 
Naplei^s History qf the Penimutar Weir, some 
idea may be funned of tlie pnfdigious mental 
activity of the man who, amidst all the cares 
of empire, and ail the distinction of almost 
Incessant warilare. contrived, during the 
twenty years that he lield the rtdns of iwwer, 
to write or dictate proltably more than the 
nnltod worts of X/me de Vega. Voltaire, and 
Bir Walter Bcott lift secret and con hrlcntaid 
correepondence with the Directory, published 
at FVms in 1819, from 1796 to 1798 only, a 
work of gi^t interest and rarity, amounts 
to eeven mrge closely printed volames; and 
his letters to bis generals during that time 
must have been at least twice os volumi- 
nosa I ' 
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men. Th A French geuiii;w^ adapted 
yond that of any other ttSi^leiu Ehrh^ 
for the orgaaiaAtioB, , w 
ahoneYorth here Such 

waa the perfection the ar- 

raogementa had he^^ eiilifijid, that not!* 
only every divl^ojU of the hut 
every lament %iid A* eection \m^the 
fiotiUa imotted to it^ eoneiating w line 
guo boata for each hoMion ; the noint 
nnd vCaael of embatldititmTae aas%^ 
to every man* hcTae, gun^^d carriage 
in that prodig^oua array; and^lroxn con: 
fltant fmwjtioe, they had amved ateuch 
preckion in that xnoet difi^cult branch 
of their duty, that it was found by 
experiment that a corps of twen^-five 
thousand meu drawn up opposite the 
veaselB allotted to thenji co^d be com- 
])letely embarked in the short apace nf 
ten minutee, 4 

65. The chaucea of aueceas with this 
immense fbrce and hotillu wtui anxious- 
ly diacuSeed in Napoleon’a presence by 
Admirals I)ec^^fl and Brujbt, who de- 
servedly stood highest in his confidence. 

In « narrow sei\, or near the shore,” 
Hfiid the former, ** when it can bring its 
tUouaaudaofguiifl to bearon afewvesaels, 
the flotilla is exceedingly formidable; 
that is like attacking an army in a defile 
with a cloud of intropid sliurpshooters. 
But suppose them in the open seta with 
a fresh gjile, which would facilitate the 
movements of the English vesaela as 
much as it would impede those of your 
small craft, would they not niif the 
greatest risk of being run down or sunk 
by the giants whom they would ha^ to 
combat V* *' We might lose,” answered 
Bruix, ** perhaps a hundred vessels out 
of two tboiisaud ; but with the remain- 
ing nineteen hundred you would? get 
clear over, and that is enough for the 
niLu of England.”--’** Yes,” replied De- 
<T08, “ if the destruction of that hun- 
<lrfcjd did not produce discouragement 
to the nineteen hundred, which would 
induce confusion and ruin, especially 
as is not unlikely, thj naval Afficere lost 
their p^sence,of mind at the sight of 
80 vast and awful a disaster*” Napo- 
leon took a deep interest ht^thelrmis- 
cusrion, but with his usual iutr^idity, 
he iudined to the bolder side. ” Let 
us ” said ho, ** but be mtister^ of the 


atraits for hours, and we ai«i the* 

msefcein of world*** * 

flS. The object of Kapoleoi^ in this 
ofgun-faoats and 
imea vesseli^ was to fbm his way 

l^lRoai the Channel by means of this 
nbv«d «i^es of Mval force, but merely 
to pxbnde for convey- 
ing, of the and witwaw the 

attention of t^e enemy, by their seem- 
ing sdaptotion fbe.warilke operations, 
horn Ihe oiiartor whence the force 
really intended to cover the desoent 
was to he obtained. The problem to 
be solved to transport one hun- 
dred and fifty ihoiu»iid men in saflsty 
to the shores of and ao man 

knew better than Napolk>n that to en- 
^e in such on enterprise, while the 
l^nglish were masters of tlm see, was 
a vab, or, in the most favourable view, 
a perilous attempt' Fvom the begin- 
ning, therefore, he resplv^notto hazard 
the embarkation till, by a concentration 
qf liU bis naval forces in the Channel, 
while the English Abets wme decoyed 
to distant paits of the worldly he had 
acquired, for the time aileast, ademdsd 
comniftiid of^he passagei The great 
object, however, wasste disguise these 
ultimate designs, and prevent the Eng* 
lish government from adopting the 
« 

* *'Ti»c UocUefort squodrou, consisting of 
five voanels, ft three-decker* and fdoHHgates, 
is rciidy to weiffU axteher; it has only five 
hostile ehipR to faoe., There are twenty-ono 
vessels in the Brest souadrou. These have 
weighed andbor in order to harass Admiral 
Cornwaliia and com|ielthe Blhglisli to main- 
tain a large munber of ships m that quarter. 
The eucniy have also six vesseia before Texol, 
to blockiKie the Buujih squadron, cons&irt^iug 
of dve ships, four of tbom frigat^. Oenerail 
Wanuout has got his army on board* Be- 
tween Etaples, Boulogne, Vim^ux, and 
Arabiobouse, two now i>orts which 1 have 
caused to be ooustnieted, we have TIO sloops 
carrying guns, h34 gun-b^ta, 3$r6 small trans- 
ports, lu all 1200 vessels, carrying 120,000 men 
and 10,000 horses* Let us only oaimnand the 
strait for^kix bours^ and wo are masters of 
the world. By the return courier, let me 
know whon you wiPjibe able to weigh anchor, 
inform rue as to the movements of the enemy, 
and where Kelson is. Consider well the 
mighty enterprise with which you are chorg-^ 
ed. and belt^re 1 affix- my signature to your 
final orders, let mo know how you prop^ 
to carry these out.'*--iirrtpo(eon 4 rAwiral 
latouch^Tt^viikf 4 JW/on, 2d July 180ft 
THiKne, Ctonsulot et VSmpin, v, 189. 
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miiaim wMoh ^ey mkbt hare (yxiipti of many ||9tiom 

Por this sod iitriis thCt ^acobetw^^^ie Plii[Hah craisein stid 
the w^loii^ iotllla was amsd* and ihe resaol^ji^il^ooiog ^round the coast 
inctipped ^con- They ansWiiW ' ^ do^ihlo purpose of 
above |wo thousaod wadike babitit^id^ Jhi)^ sadlom to naval ^ar- 
ytaiS^' bearing seveml thousand^ieces ilrB^ pevpis^tating the Mlusion that 

df '4C|thpaOt Not one of these gahii >ras k of the atio^ed force of 

to be irod; t%y ^retntendM tshitike decent was to be ef- 

as a veil t the rM oos^rmg fc^ fedw^ T)[0v%0nr and boldness of the 
wat to assemble at Martinique, and was l^ritish crtiieesrs ImSv^no boundith)' their 
to return suddenly to Bm*ope, MThiJe Wamro this jijgjooble species of 

theBi’itish sqiiadri^ iVere des^tbhed oppone^s^ i<rhen coasting along tindsr 
to distant x^ints tb succour tneh^ tne< cover of the numerous batteries by, 
naced colonial posssesioas. Th^ whidh the coast w^as guarded. But 
ta^m, thus ahUy conceived, was com- notwithstanding ali their eiToitw, the 
pletely successful. ' Kot oiVe person in success achieved, from the im j>ossibiUty 
the 'British dominions, except the saga^ of getting sulhciently near the enemy, 
eious Admiral (Jollingwood, penetrated was more than counterbalanced by the 
the real design. The Fi‘ench fleets re* severe Joss of Itfe sustained iiitboeo pen- 
turned in safety from the West Indies |oua services. * The most important ol‘ 
to the European latitudes* leaving theep was a series of actions from the 
eon three weeks* sail in the rear ; and 17th to the 19th July, when the Biitdi 
when the Emperor was at Boulogne, flotilla, under the command of Admiral 
in August 1803, at the head of one Verhuel, accomplished the passage from 
hundi-ed and thirty thousand men, six^y Dunkirk to Amblj^teuse, near Boulogne, 
ships of the line were apsoiqbled in the They were almost the whole 

Bay of Biscay, w^ere the united British way by the English vessels under the 
squadrons did not amount to much command of Sir Sidney Smith, and Cap- 
more than half that forc^.^ tain Owen in the lmmoHalit(i frigjite ; 

67, Towards tke success of this pro* hut the ^veight of the attack was re- 
found design, it was of importance to served for the rounding of Cape Gris 
accumulate as much as possible of the Nez. The British ships approached 
flotilla at Boulogne «, and in the prose- withki muaket-Bbot, and poured in their 

* The fojlowiog variable note, written by to embark aU t}jat, and nevcrtUolrflfl to pi'S- 
Ka^ioleon at tbe time of biH leaving the vent the enemy from divining iwy ot^joct, It 
camp at Boulogne, hi September lS0f», ex- appeared scarcely practicable to do so- If 1 
plains mllj* the particulurs of this groat pro- had vicceeded, it wu\»Ki iiave Ikh^u by doing 
ject: — the converse of what mixht have been ex- 

What was my design in the creation of peered. If fifty ahiiiR of tlie line were to 
the flotilla at Bouh>gne ? asHcmblc to cover the descent u|H*n KngUnd, 

wt,shed to assemble forty or fifty ships notnioe bid trAusixn-t- vessels wenn required 
of thedijie in the harbour of Martinique, by in the narcoursof the Channel, ami all that 
operatkme combined in the haidioiirs of Ton- aaaemblago of gun-boats, floating liattenes. 
Ion, Cadis, perrol, and Bre,st; to bring them and armed vessels was totally usolosfi. Had 
suddenly back to Boulogne : to find mysoK 1 aBtambled togetber three i>r lour thousand 
in this way, during fifteen days, the master unarmed transports, no doubt the onemj* 
of the sea; to have one hundred and fifty would liavc iierceived that I awaited the 
thousand men enoamped on the, coast, three arrival of my fleets to attemid the passage , 
or four thousand vessels in the flotilla, and but by (’onstructing praams and gun -boats, 
to set sail the moment that the signal was I appcaixid to beopjiHisiti^^ cannon tociinnou . 
giteti of the arrival of the combined fleet, and the enemy was in this manner deceived. 
That |>reject has failed. If vAdnA-al Ville- They conceiv^ that I intended to attempt 
neuve, instead of entering tjhe harbour of the passt^ by main force, by means of rny 
Ferrol, bad contented himself withg'oiniug flotilla. TlKiy never penetrate my real do- 
tho Bpaulsb^ squadron, and instantly made sign; and when, ffom the failure of the 
sail for Brest and joined Admiral Gan- movements of my squadrons, my pb>jcct was 
tbeaume, my army- would have embarked, reveided, the fltmost consternation )»orvaded 
and it was all over with Eugland; tbe tounciW-of Ijondon, and all men of senso 

**To succeed in this objeet. it was neces- in Bngland con ibssed that England had never 
sary to assemble ohe hundred and fifty thou- been ^ near its ruin."— originut in 
HOi^d men at Boulogne; to have there lour Dumas, xii. 315, 31G ; and Sapolion in Mon- 
tbousond transimrts, and intmei^e nau^riei, Tn6ia>lf,<'ii, App. 3S4. 
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broadctidel wiiib great elTect ixito the 
French veseels w they yrw tw^ithering 
that dangerous i;K>int;httt«uph was the 
vigour of the fire kept ij|fhy the bat- 
teries arrai^d on the under Matv 
ah^ Bavoust, that they were unable to 
prevent the flotilla fi'btn i:wi>ol)ilng the 
place of their destina^ta tt^lih very jMe 
loss. The rapid and inoeasant cannonade 
both by the batteries on ehore mi fhe 
Er^ieh cruisers, and the ^ivid intereUt 
excited among an immense nrowd of 

b^he passage of the^ fibtilk^liitnugh 
such a perilous defile, formed together 
a briJ^ant spectacle, which awiwened 
the most animating feelings emong the 
military and navel forces of France, 

68. Whil^ the Empei^, on the heights 
of Btmlogne, waa actively engaged in 
reviewing the different corps of his 
army, and inspecting the immense pre- 
parations for the expedition, the dif* 
ferent squadrons of his Empire were 
rajjidly bringing on the great crisis be- 
tween the naval forces of the two coun- 
tries. Eai’ly in the year, Napoleon took 
advantage of the open hoBtilities which 
had i ow ensued ^tween England and 
Spain, to conclude rt I^oris a secret 
convention for the com allied operation 
of the squadrons of both countries; 
and the important part there allotted 
to the fieets of Spain leaves no room 
for doubt that their co-operation had 
been foreseen and arranged with« Na- 
poleon long before the capture of the 
treasure-frigates, and that that unhappy 
event only precipitated the junotiotf of 
the Spanish forces, already calculated 
on by Napoleon for the execution of 
his gi‘cat design. By this coiivenyou 
it was stipulated that the Emperor 
should provide at the Texcl an army 
of thirty thf)usand men, and the trans- 
I>Qi’t6 and vessels of war necessary for 
their couveyanco ; at Ostond, Dunkirk, 
Calais, Boulogne, and Eavre, one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand jnen, with 
the necessary vesselstof war and trans- 
ports; a^Brest, twenty-one ships of the 
line, with frigates and smaUcr vessels 
capable of embarking thirty thousand 
men ; at Rochefort, six ships of tlte line 
and four frigates, with four thousand 
VOL. VI. J 


Ikmn; si Todon, alstvea ships of Hna"* 

and e%ht frigates, having nina 
sand land troops on board; andSpa^, 
in nmirn, bound herself to h%ve thirty 
ships of the line imd%re thoriiaudmen 
mSif, and pmvisiot^ for six aSbnths, 
In the |iari>ouri|^ Fetrol, Gadiii^ and 
Ci|rtha^a--in lLi) thirty-eight Trench 
ships of the lihe and thirty Spaidri)* 
and one hun^^ and seventy thovusoid 
iien, aR to be employed in the inva* 
luonpf England. 

6^, Bht their destination was as yet 
kept secret, it being provided '^that 
these armfunents shw be maintshied 
and destined to operations o«v vhibh 
his Mf^esty reserves Ihe explanations 
for a month, or to the general charged 
with full powers to that effbei’* When 
R is recollected that the fieets of Spain 
composed neelrly a half of thw, naval 
forces thus assembled bjr Napoleon for 
the great object of his Ufef and that 
without this addition his own would 
Rhve been totally inedUquate to the tm^ 
dertakihgt no doubt gnatever can re- 
main that their eo-operation hod for 
years before been calculated on by his 
for-sebing polity ; andyhis must increase 
the regret of every EngHshman, that, by 
the unhappy neglect to declare war b^ 
fore hostilities weep commenced. Great 
Britniu was put formally in the wrong, 
when in substance she was so obviously 
in the right. The English govemmentt 
after the breaking out of ihe Bpanieh 
war, lost no time in taking measni'ee 
to meet the new enemy which had 
arisen. Sir John Orde, wiih five ships 
of the line, commenced the Cockade of 
Cadiz ; C^hagena also was watched ; 
and a sufficient fieet was stationed off 
Ferrol But stiU these squadrons, barely 
equal to the enemy's force m the har- 
bours before which they wei*e respec- 
tively stationed, ware totally unequal 
to prevent its junction with any supe- 
rior hostile fleet which might approach ; 
and thus, if one (jivisiem got to sea, it 
might with ease raise the blockade of 
all the harbours, and assemble the com- 
bined annsment for the projecjted ope- 
lations ia ^e Channel This was what 
in effect so^n happened. 

70. Napoleon, anxious for the exe- 
0 
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' c\)taon 6f hia mt orders 

the Eoohefort and Yonlon a^dtnns to 
put to a«a. On the 11th Janiufy the 
loimer of theae, under the conem&nd of 
Admiraf Misfijeafi^ aet aeih and made 
0 tcBi|rht for the Weat Indi^ nv^thout 
mee&g -with any Ei{x£iBh^7em^^ Yhe 
Youkn eqnadron puf to aoa about the 
Baxne tune ; but having met udth rough 
Weather, it returned to Toulon eon^ 
ahlerably shattered hi four di^a aftafi? 
He depaiture.* The Eochefort fleet waO 
more fortunate; Jt arrived At Harti' 
nique on the 5th February, and after 
having landed the troops ^d ommu- 
nition^eetiued for that island, made 
Bail for the Bxltish island of Domi- 
nica, where the admiral landed four 
thousand men, under cover of a tremen- 
dous fire from the line-ofbattle ships. 
Oencral Provost, the governor, who had 
only five hundred regular troop in the 
island, immediately made the best dis- 
positions which the limited force at his 
command, wouh!«admii to resist tie 
enemy. He retired deliberately, dis- 
puting ev^ inwi of ground, to the fort 
of Prince Eupert, in the centre of the 
island; and th^, Frendi commander, 
not having leii jre for a regular siege, 
re-emharked, and made stiil for Qua- 
daloupe, after destroying the little town 
of Eoaeau. He next proceeded to St 
Kitt's and Hevis,, in both of which 
islands he levied contributions and 
burned some valuable merchantmen; 
after which he embarked, without at- 
tempting to make any impression on 
the military defences. The arrival of 
Admiral Cochrane with sik sail of the 
line having rendered any further stay 
in the West Indies dangerous, Admiiul 
Missiessy returned to Europe, after 
throwing a thousand men into Santo 
Domingo, and compelling the blacks to 
raise the siege of that place, and re- 
gained Koohefort in safety in the begin- 
ning of April, to await another com- 
bination of the Fj^^uqh and ^Spanish 
squadponi^ 

• ‘’Those gentlemen/* said "Eelson, when 
he heard of this nnear^ted otum, after 
having gone to Malta in search of the enemy, 

are not accustomed toa Gulf of Lyons gale. 
We have bufihted tliem for twenty-one 
months, jpuid not carried away a spar.* — 
Sot:7TnKl*B life of ffeUmj ii. 214. , 


*71. The successful issue dt this exp- 
dition jjKcited the, greatest cdarm in 
Great ham the evidence which 

It afforded (^^e fltoility with whith, 
notwithstand!^ the tltmost vigffanee 
of the blooding squadrons, the 
€80tny*s fie^W leave and tegsin 
their hwboiwji* md carry terror into 
ito most distsuft colonial posBessions. 
BotitwimlSsrfrom s^sweringtho views 
Hapoleop, who bad prescribed to 
bis admiral a much more extensive set 
of ciperitrions ; vix to throw sucaeurs 
into Jdarttnique and Guadeloupe, take 
possesaion of St Lucia and Dominica, 
rei^Ui Surinam and the other Dutch 
colonies, put the few remaining siwng^ 
holds of St Domingo in a respectable 
state of defe^, and make himself 
master of St Helena. The instactioos 
for *^i/his expedition are dated by the 
Emperor froiu Strassburg, September 
29, 1804, shortly bslore his coronation. 
Strange combination iu his destiny, to 
have contemplated the capture of the 
rock of St Helena on the eve of his 
coronation, as lie had the reduction of 
the island of Fiha at the period of his 
being created First Consul for life 1 
72. More important results followed 
the next sortie of the enemy, which 
took^jJace on the 30tb from 

Toulon. On that day Admiral Ville- 
ueuve put to sea with eleven ships of 
the line and eight frigates — while 
Kelj^on, who pur}>OBe1y remained nt a 
distance to entice the enemy fium the 
protection of their batteries, was at 
ant’hor in the -Gulf of Talma — and 
made straight for Carthageua, with the 
intention of joining the Spanish squar 
dr^n of six sail of the line in that har- 
bour. But, finding them not ready for 
sea, the Fi’euch fleet pusHcd the Straits 
of (iibraltar, raised the blockade of 
Cadiz, from whence Sir John Orde re- 
tired to unite with the Channel fleet 
off Brest, and formed a junction with 
the Spanish ships iu that harbour, and 
one French ssil cf the line which was 
lying there. Increased by thfs impor- 
tant accession to eighteen ships of the 
line and ten frigates, the combined 
fleet, ^ having on board ten thousand 
veteran troops, set sail next day, April 
9, for**the West Indies. About the 
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same tlmAhe Breai squadron, und8r 
Admiral Oantti^ume, qimsii^ng of 
twenty-one shipt of ^0, 13^, put to 
sea, and remained .days nJff the 
Me of Ushant bef?^ toy retired to 
then* hatour, on to apj^aoh of Ad- 
miral OornWftUw with. Hie Ctonnel 
fleet, which only amenffted to oightfe^. 
NaiK>leoTi, however, reiterate hla 
dors to Oantoaixiiie to put to sea ; and 
that g^ala»t admiral made^ to utmost 
efforts to do so, but an extrsm^nary 
calm, which continued almost Vfdthont 
infcpi'i'Uption through the wh^ of 
April and May, rendered it impossible 
for him to obey his instructions,, With* 
out engaging the English fletifc, which 
lay off the harbour, which he deemed 
it too hasardouK to 6n4>unter. Find- 
ing that the vigilance of the blockad* 
ing squadron could not be eltMed, 
Napoleon relinquished the plan of 
^'flJecting a junction between the Tou- 
lon and Brest squadrons at sea, aud 
enjoined Gautheaume to remnin at 
Brest, and await there the arrival of 
the combined flot t from the West In- 
dies, which he hoped would raise the 
blockade, 

73, Meanwhile Nelson was in the 
moat cruel state of anxiety. He was 
bearing up from the Gulf of Palma for 
his old position off Toulon, when, on 
the 4th April, he met the Phoebe brig 
with the long-wished-for intelligence 
that Villeneuve had again put tc^sea, 
orid when lost seen was steering for 
the cofist of Africa. Upon this ho im- 
mediately set sail for Palermo, undo* 
the impression that they had gone to 
I’gypt; but, feeling assured by to 
1 Uh, from the infonnation brought by 
his cruisers, that they had not t&en 

* On this occasion, Nolsou wrote to Sir 
Alexttuflor Biill, at Malta,— " My good for- 
tune, my dear BjiU, seems flown away. I 
c’Aunot jjfot a fair wind, nor even a side-wind. 
Deod foul ! But my mind is fUIly made up 
wliat to do when we leave the Btndts,1hip- 
posiiift there is no certain acosunt of the 
enemy's dcstinatuin. > boUeve this ill-hiok 
wnll i;ro fie* to kill me ; but asthesearo timas 
for exertion. 1 must not be oast down, what- 
ever I may feel "-^uniisv, il. tlf. • 

t The uncertainty ns to the dcstiuati<m of 
Nelson’s squadron filled Napoleon,# whose 
mind, nut less than that of his great oupo- 
ncut, was anxiously intent on the Result of 
the luinucutous events now in progmss, With 


tot dk^ctiuiL ho matantly turned and * 
beat irilth to utmost difficulty, 
ag«bi|t atrottg westerly winds, tb Gib- 
valtaiil; devoured all the while by the 
utntot ftuxiety lesif before he could 
reac^itltob the enemy might menace 
IrHaihdibr Jams||a. in epite of every 
ekertioh, he ooutt pot reach the Straits 
tm^to 80th Axrn, .and even ton the 
wind was so adverse tot he could not 
pass thfifeCt and was oompelled to #n- 
tor.ih Maxsri bay, on the Barbaty 
coast, for five days** At length, on 
to 5th May, he iioolved certain inform 
tnabion tbiit to Combined fleet had 
made for the West Indies, and count- 
ed to eighteen sail of to hue md ten 
frigates. Nelson had otily ten sail of 
to line and three frigates \ bis ships 
had been at sea for nearly two yearn ; 
the crews were worn out with fa%Qe 
and watching; and anxiety had so 
preyed upon bis naturally ardent mind, 
that his health had seriously suflered, « 
nnd his pbEyndan haMeclared an im^ 
mediate return* to E^land iudispen^ 
sable to itsreooveiy. m these circum- 
stauces, this heroic officer did not an 
instant hesitate what course to adopt, 
but immediately macTos signal to hoist 
every rag of canvass for the West In- 
dies, ** JDo you,” jjaid he to his oap- 
taius, take a Fr^iohmon a-pieoe, and 
leave all the Spaniards to me. When 
I haul down my colours I expect you 
to do the some, but not till then.'*f 
74 The combified fleet bad four 
weeks to^tart of Nelson ; but he cal- 
culated, by bis superior activity opd 
seamanship, upon gaining ten days up- 
on them during to passage of the At- 
lantic. In faot^ Yiileneuve reached 
Martinique on the 14th May, while 

the utmost disquiattida On the 0th Juno 
1805, imuiediatoly before leaving Milan, he 
wrote to the miuister of marine “ We can- 
not discover what has become of Nelson : it 
isposslblt^ that the English have sent him to 
Jamaica ; but 1 am of opinion that he is stlU 
in the Eiiropean seiu. It is more than pro- 
bable that he Ijtos returned to E^ond to re- 
victual, and place his crews in now vessels, 
for hut fleet stands greatly to need of repatrs, 
and his sqUIidrou must be In very bad oon- 
ditiou. ’* Even Naftoleon’s doling mindoould 
not aaticipate Nelson's heroio possage of tbs 
Atlantic in these oiroumstances, in purSnlli 
of a fleet nearly double his swxL--^nili% 
xi. IGi). 
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Kelaon arrived at Barb^o€)« on tba 
4th June; hut theiuttdm thcidUed 
squadrouiii had done nothing 
capturing the Diamond near 

Martinique, by a^few ahlps detached 
tor that purpose, which was reduced, 
after a moat gidlant ^sietance ,pn the 
part of the smaU British force by wHeh 
It was occupied. Oveijoyed at the dhi^ 
eoveiy that the enemy were in those 
aeas, and that aU the great Britielt 
settlements were still safe, Nelson, 
without allowing his sailors any i*esti 
instantly made ^ for Trinidad, thiuh' 
ing that the French fleet had gone to 
att^pt the reduction of that colony ; 
and so far was he misled by false in- 
telligenoe, that he cleared hie fleet for 
action on the evening of the 7ih June, 
hoping, on the following day, to i-ender 
the mouths of the Orinoco as famous 
in history as those of the Nile. But 
when morning broke not a vessel vras to 
be seen, and it was evident that the 
BiitUh fleet had^-r-by erroneous info^ 
matioD, accidentaliy ^or designedly 
thrown in their way, been sent in an 
entirely wrong dii’ecrtion. Had it* not 
been mr this olij^cumstdoce, and had 
Nelson acted upon his own judgment 
alone, he would have arrived at Port 

M ust as the French were leaving 
the battle would have been 
fought on the same spot where Rod- 
ney defeated De Grasse five-and-twenty 
years before. But as it was, the op- 
portunity was lost, and the greatest 
triumph of the British navy was re- 
served for the European seaa The 
activity of Nelson in this voyage Was 
unparalleied, and has called forth the 
qacrous eulogium even of the French 
istorians. “Nelson,” says Thiei3„ 
“ displayed the most astonishing activ- 
Anived at Barbadoes in the be- 
ginning of June, he continued the pur- 
suit, without a moment^s hesitation, 
with nine ships of the line only, and 
not finding the enepy, instaptly re- 
tumed to Igngland with eleven. What 
activity f what energy J This affords 
another proof that m war, iv«id woi' at 
sea as weU as at land, the quality of 
forces is of far more moment than their 
quantity. Nelson with eleven ships of 
theline confidently pursuedTilleneuvc^ 


Wlho ttumhM with twenty, Inanned by 
gidlaid^liailotm.*' 

In trutl^ the combined fleethhd 
B^ed Martinique on the 
May, and instantly steered the 
noi^ ; having been joined while there 
by Mflgon m two additional 

ships of the whkh raieed their 
force to twenty line-ofhattle ships. 
This reiofaroement ridsb hmught 
last instrui^onB of Napoleon, dated 
Pavia, Bth May ISOfi, which were to 
t$i» ihe Idookade of Fexrol, and join 
the five Pkonoh sMai of the line, and 
ten Spanish, whioh awaited them in 
ihai Wbour ; make sail from that to 
Roi^efort, join the five ships of the 
Hoe under Missiessy at that place ; and 
with the wlAile uuitid squadrons, 
amounting to forty shijw Of Ihe line, 
stoef to Brest, where Gontbeaiime 
awaited them with twenty-one. Na- 
poleon at first though of making the 
combined fleet, on its retui*n from the 
West Indies, make for the west of Ire- 
land, and, sailing round that island the 
reverse order of the Spanish armada, 
enter tlie Channel by the Straits of 
Dover. But on consideration he aban- 
doned that plan as too circuitous and 
dilatory, and adopted the shortm* and 
more direct one of uniting tlie whole 
I fleets in the Bay of Biscay, raising the 
blockade of Brest, and entering the 
Channel with the whole combin'^ ar- 
mament This final plan was formed 
during a fSte at Pavia, With this for- 
midable combined fleet amounting to 
fifty sail of the line, which would l^ve 
greatly overmatched any force the 
Briticm government could mu.Her in 
tee Channel, was Villeneuve to luo- 
oeed to Boulogne, and cover the pas- 
sage of the flotilla. His instructions 
were to shun a battle unless it was un- 
avoidable ; and if it was so, to bring 
it on as near as possible to Brest in 
or^r that the fleet of Admlial Gan^ 
theaume irugbt take a part in tee en- 
gagement, “Th«4 grand object of tee 
whole operations,” said NapoP^ou, 
to procurv** for wfi a superiority for a 
few days before Boulogne. Masters of 
tee Channel for a few days, a hundre«l 
and fifty thousand men will embark in 
tee twu thousand vessels which are 
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thoi-e aas^blodi, fm4 :lte 
concluded.” Eveiy noattngiycy -wraa 
fa‘0tj4cd for : tlic cliatKMB.nf too €cetA 
gcliig round kbont mM ibremen i and 
atorea ofpiwdaiounWw^bidliMsto^ 

At Cherbourg andi thn Ycxel, in the 
event of the genera) randezvoui tak- 
ing place in either' ctf tiicee harbonra 
76L Hithwst<*«vei5l4d^ nptonlf 
fully anawered, Wt even exceeded Nii- 
poleon'a ex|»e<^^ona. dendgn he 

had BO long had in contemplation had 
never been penetrated by the Brttiah 
govermnent. On the oontrai^, Helaon 
was an the West Indiea; he had been 
decoyed to the moathe of the Orinoco 
when the French admind was r^um^ 
ing to Eui*ope with twenty sail of the 
line, eighteen days in Advance of hie 
indefatigahle opponent ; while the 
Biitish squadawnB which blocl^aded 
Ferrol and Ilochefbtt seenied totally 
inadequate to prevent the junction of 
the combined fleet with the vessels of 
war in those harbours, Villeneuve 
had sailed on the 28th May from 
tinique ; and on the 18th June, Kel- 
son, on arriving at Antigua, for the 
firfrb time received such intelligence as 
left, no doubt that the combined fleet 
had returned to £ui>^pe. Disdaining 
to believe what the gratitude of the 
delivered colonists led them to allege, 
that the enemy bfwl fled at the mere 
terror of liis name before a fleet not 
half their amount, he immediately sus- 
pected some ulterior combination, but 
without being able to penetrate what 
it w'as ; and instautly despatched sive* 
ral fast* sailing vessels to Lisbon and 
l\u-tsrnouth, in order to wani the 
British government of the probably re- 
turn of the whole f'eet of the enemy 
to Europe, To this sagacious step, as 
will immediately appear, the safety of 
the British empire is mainly to bo as- 
cribed. Kelson himself, without al- 
lowing his sailors a moment's rest, set 
sail the very same day for EUmpe, and 
on the 18th July ifiached Gibraltar; 
having, Trom the time be left Tetuau 
bay, twice crossed the Athuitio, -and 
visited every one of the Leeward 
Iftltmds, with a fleet which had been 
two years at sea, in seventy-eigh^ days;* 
" From April SOth to July 18th. 


an instanoe ef v%our and rapidiiy of 
navolemovement impamlleled in the 
annaje of the world.f 
V T^ldhreai was despoi^ency in 
the InMsh lahuids at the inleiUigenee 
ofa fleet of sa^etRngth having pro^ 
needed to the yeet IndieB, where it 
wal erell known, no English force at iQl 
capable of nesistsng it was to be found. 
But the Admiralty, in the midst of the 
g^eral alarm, took the most energetic 
measures to avert the danger, by in- 
stantly ordering to sea eveiy toaU oUd 
chip that could he got in readiness, 
and despatching Admiral CoBingwood, 
with a squadi'on of flve ship.i»of«^ 
Hue, to cruise off and act as 

oirenmstances might require. That 
sagacious officer, alone of all the British 
chiefs, penetrated the real design of 
Kapoleon ; and on the 21st July, while 
yet the combined fieef had not been 
heard of on its return frou^ the West 
Indies, wrote to Nelson that he was * 
Convinced the^ wourt^ raise the block- 
fuie of Ferrol, Rochefort, and Brest, 
and with the united force make for 
ihe^ British ^ands. His penetration 
was 80 remar&ble, tlsat his letter might 
almost pass for a tfanscript of the 
secret instractions of Napoleon, at that 
time in the posseseion of Villeneuve.}: 

i On the day followio^, Nelson landed at 
Gibraluir, being the fliet time he had quitted 
the Victory for two yeara 
X His words are— •' July 3t, ISOS.-^-Ve «p- 
nrooched, my dear Lord, with cauUou, not 
knowing whether we were to «3i$)ect you or 
the Frenchmen ftrst. 1 have always au 
idea that Ireland alone was the object which 
tiiey have In view, and atill behave that to 
. be tholr ultimate deetinattou. They i.vm 
now lilnarate the Ferrol eqaadton from Gai- 
dar. mcuU the rownUuftkt toy, and, takmgthe 
Aac/Kfort people with tAeia, apjtear qff* (^athani 
perto|w vUh thirty-fout tail, then to Itejorned 
by tteentymore* Thi’s appears a probable plan ; 
for unless it be to bring their powerful fleets 
and armies to some great point of service, 
sonic rash attempt at conquest, they have 
only bees sublectiQg them to a chance of 
loss, which 1 do not believe Buonaparte 
would do without ^e hope of ou adetpiate 
reward. The Frendrgoveniment never alma 
at little things, w'biici great objects lure in 
view. I Viavo considered the invasion of 
Ireland as l4ie real mark and butt of ail th^ 
operations. Their flight to the West indies 
tea* to taJhe otTthenamlforce^hich proved the 
great impoaimeut U* theiwUndertaking.**— 
CoLUMowocip's Jtfw. Thohisftory 

of £iiro}>edoeM not conttuu amore striking ln<» 
stance of political and warlike penetration. 
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' 7S. McifiiaiiidbiUe Villet^^iire returned 

to Bui^¥> 8 t«ij>idl 3 r 0 iidTem’^da 
vrxndd |)emit» ,»ud on the S8d Juue be 
bad mobdd me latitude of the ifieoree. 
Naj^oleon, who % this time md re- 
turned to St Cloud from Itelj# dee- 
^tebed orders to tfa^ fleet at Eoche- 
fort to put to eea &d join Adiflkid 
Oantheaume off the Lizard Point ; or, 
£f be had not made his eaoa^ flrom 
Brest, to make for Ferrol and join ttA 
oombined fleet there. He uterallj 
counted the day# bourn till eome 
Intelligence ahotdd arrive of the great 
armament ap^roaOlnng from the Wc«t 
tiidies^rtbe signal ihr the comple^on 
ot‘ all bis vast aied profound combina* 
tions. But meanwhile, one of the brigs 
despatched by Nelson from Antigua on 
the 13th June had outstripped the com- 
bined fleet, and by the rapidity of its 
passage flxed the destinies of the world- 
The Curieux brig, sent on this impor- 
tant errand, arrived at Loudon on the 
9th «r uly, haviug^uade the passage frofli 
Antigua in twepty-fiv^ days ; and in- 
stantly the Admiralty des|>fttched orderii 
to Admiral Stirling, who commanded 
the squadrons bej^>re Rochefort, to raise 
the blockade of«tbat harbour, join Sir 
Robert Colder off Penrol, and cruise 
with the united fo^ off Cape Fiuis- 
terre, with a view to intercept the 
allied squadrons on their homeward 
passage towards Brest. These orders 
reached Admiral Stirling on the 13th 
July On the 15th he effected his 
junction with the fleet before Ferrol, 
and Sir Robert Colder stood out to sea, 
with fifteen line-of-battle ships, to take 
his appointed station and wait for the 
enemy. 

79. The event soon showed of what 
vital importance it was that theCiu-ieua 
bad arrived so rapidly in Englmd, and 
that the 'Admiralty had so instantane- 
ously acted on the information commu- 
nioated by LordNelsoti. Hardly had Sir 
Robert Oalder, with his sqttadrrn unit- 
ed to that |>f Admiral Stining, reached 
the place aseigned for his cniise, about 
siiety leagues to the westward of Cape 
Finisterre, when the combined fleet 
of France andilSpaIn hove in sight, on 
29d July, consisting of twenty line-of- 
battle i&ps, a flfty-gun idiip, and seven 


fftgates.* The weatb^ wis eo hazy, 
that Ibf two fleets had approached v^y 
dosedy befbntt they werejautuallyaware 
of ench othoFs vidn%. " But as 
as the Briti«b adnd^ descried the 
Oni^y, he made the signal for action, 
and l^e down on the hostile fleet in 
tw# columns. •Some confusion; bow- 
e^, took place in qonsequenoe of the 
necessity under wbiieth the English 
squadron If^ of tacking before they 
reached the enemy; ami Villeneuve, 

Yet, straace to sajr, our naval historians 
seem inaeustbls to the vital importance of 
this junction of tbo squadrons btockading 
Hochefoit and Forrol. Hr James olwiervorj, 

Thus was the blocltadeof two ports raised, 
in which at iho time wet© about as many 
ad^dps ready for Joa os the floCt winch the 
blockading squoarons were to go lu eearoh 
of. yho policy of this meiueire does not 
seem very clear. If the squadron did not, 
like tlio Hochefurt one, Uike advantage of 
the circiimstance oiui sail out. it wuh only 
because it had receivad no orders.’* Js It not 
evident, thatimless tliis junction of tlio block- 
ading squadrons had taken place, the com- 
binud fleet would have successively raised 
the blockade of both luirbourB. aod stood on 
with five- and thirty sail of the line for Brest? 

Napole^m, whoso peuetrsiting eye notldng 
escaped, viewed in a verv diflereut light the 
couoeritratitm of the jfenglish blockadlzig 
squadrons at this critical penod, On tlie 
27tli July IH05, he wioto in these tetais to 
the ipinistcr of marine: — “Th© ICnghsh 
squadron before Rochefort lias dUapiMaared 
on the 12th July U V*«ii otJy on XXi« !)tii 
July that the bng Cuneux arrived m Eng- 
land The Admiralty could never have dc- 
cideckin twenty -four hours what inovemunts 
to piescribe to itx squadrema Even if they 
haA it is not likely tbolr orders could have 
reaebiti the squadron before Ilochefiu t la 
thife dftj s. 1 think the blockaile must Viave 
been laisod, therefore, by orders received 
before tiio arrival of the Curieux On tl^e 
’ Jth July that squadron effected its juiiLtiou 
witli that before Ferrol ; and on the lt'>th or 
17th tlvoy sot out iu virtue of anterior orders. 
1 should not l:>e surprised if they had Mint 
another squadron to strengthen that of Xel- 
son, and to ofl'oet the destruction of the com- 
bined fleet; and tliat it is Uiese fourteen 
vessels before Ferrol which form that ^uad- 
ron. They have taken with them frigateSr 
brigs, and corvettes, asa^irodly either W keep 
a look-out <ir seek the conabiued fleet.” it 
Is interesting at the tiniio moment to see the 
sagacity of Uollingwoocl penuemtingithe long- 
hidden designs of the tVonch Emperor, Na- 
polerju's foieslght diviuitig the happy junc- 
tion of the fleets from Rochefort and Ferrol 
under fitr Bobort Calder, and the rai>id deci- 
sion of the Admiralty, so much beyond what 
be conoqwed possible, which proved the sal- 
vation o' Rugland.—BnuAS, xii 19, 20. 
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p^ceivii^^ the inte&tlon %f aoon u he saw that theBnglieh ileet* 

tiQttbg off ht» headmoft a&d etoodlm: md aiiighiagak eeparated 

en^lopiug by a euperior ioroe^ the ratile eqeadro^ On &6 day 
ekillully met it hy the osmntejvmove- aflerJSh^ Boherfc CWdii* Btood away 
meat of tacking him^» lu^Sng, and with M$ p^m towaiie the ndrth, juat- 
thua meeting the head of the mtleh 3^ diieeming, in the danger arising 
column by the head of hiaown. Thia from the prob^e junction of Ville- 
broughtthe two Mss into colUsi^^ in nento with the%oohefort and Fenrol 
rather a disordOfly manner ; the Hero^ squadrons, the first of which was known 
which headed iheEnglie^ Une»eommg to have put to sea, anhffident reason 
first iu oottwfc with the Ai^naute, lor faHing back upon the support of the 
which bore tho fiag of Zdinirai Ora- Channel fieet or that of X/oni Nelson ; 
viua; and when they got into close and VilleneuYe^ finding the passage 
action, several Yessels in both, fieets dear, stood toward^ |^ain, and, after 
were exposed to the attadt of two or leading three sail of the line iu bad 
three opponents. The superiority of order at Vigo, entered Feri'ol on the 
the BiiUsh, howeirer, was mod appa- 2d August. . . ^ ‘ * * 

rent, notwithstanding tlie preponder- 81. Of the importance of this, per- 
anoe of force on the pai| of the enemy, haps the most momentous action ever 
Ilofore the action had continued four fought by the nary of England, no 
hours, two of the Spanish line-of-battle further proof is required than is fmv 
ships, the St Raphael and Fii-me, were nished by the conduct of )fajK)leon, 
compelled to strike their ooloum; while naiiuted by the unimpeachable au- 
the Windsor Castle, in the English thority of Count Daru, his private^, 
fleet, W 218 also so much injured as to isecretary, and the rjjiy eminent author 
render it necessary tp put her in tow of the Histoiy'tjf Venica On the day 
of the Dragon. A thick fog, which in whioh intelligenSe was received 
came <m just a» the action began, rem fi*om the English papexn of the arrival 
de'ud it impost^ible to see faiiher than of Villeneuve^at Ferrol, Dam was call- 
a cable's length from any object in ed by the Emperur^iito his cabinet 
either fleet, and rendex*ed the battle a The scene which followed must be 
scries of separaUi engagements between given in hia own words : — “ Daru 
detached vesseh, rather than a regular found him ti'onspoi’ted with rage ; 
battle. At length darkness separated walking up and down the room with 
the combatants ; and the British fleet, hm'vied steps, and only breaking a 
caiTjing with them their prizes, ]^y to stern silence by broken exclamations 
for the night to repair their injuries, * What a navy 1— -what sacrifices for 
and prepsuHs for a renewal of the action nothing l-^what an admiral I All hope 
on the following day. « is gone. That ViBeneuve, instead of 

SO. The loss Huttaiued by the British entering the Channe4 Udcen refuge 
was veiy small, fOnounting only to in Ferrol ^ It is all over ; hfe wBi be 

thirty-nine killed, and one hundred blockadM there. -Daru, sit down 

and fifty-nine wounded ,• that of the and write.' The fact was, that on that 
French and Spauiaxids to four hundred morning the Empem had received in- 
and seventy-six ; tuid no ship, except telligence of the arrival of Villeneuve 
the WindsMir Castle, was sei-iously da- in that Spanish harbour: he at once saw 
maged on the English side. Neither that the English expedition was blown 
fleet showed any decided Inclination up, the* immense expenditure of the 
to renew the ivction on th^ following fiotilh^ostfor a long time, perhaps for 
day. At noon the combined fieet ap- ever ! Then, in tie transports of a fury 
proachf<l to witMn' a league and a half which would have entirely^oveitumed 
of the British, who Were d^wn qp in the judgment of any other man, he 
order of battle; but Villeneuve made adopted one of the boldest reaolutlm^ 
signal to haul to the wind on the same and traced the plans of one of the meet 
ta^ as the British — that is, to decline admitable achievements that any non- 
the eugagemeht for the prOtent — ^aa queror ever conceived, Witlmut m 
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^ monient^ or even sapping 

to comidePi. be dioteted at o^^ tlie 
plan of ^e campaign of 
the idmnlteneouB depasture of ^ the 
corpe from Handw and BoUi^ to 
the aonth and the weat of Fmee ; 
their order of xnarel^ duration, . their 
Hnea of conveyance, dnd points diffin* 
dervous ; the aurprisea and hoatl^ at* 
tacdcB which they might expcfrienoe, 
the divers movements of the enem^a 
BveiTtl:^ was foreseen : victoxy was 
rendered aecure cm every auptmaition. 
Bttcdi was the justice and vast foresight 
of ^at plan, that over a base of de- 
parture two hundred leagues in ex- 
tent, and a lin^iof operations three 
hundred leagues in length, the stations 
assigned were reached according to 
this original plan, place by place, day 
by day, to Munich.^ Beyond that capi- 
ta, the p6nodB«only underwent a slight 
alteration^ but the places pointed out 
were all reached, and the plan as ori- 
ginally conceived, ‘^prried into completa. 
execution/' • 

82. Nothing c&n portray the charac- 
ter of Napoleon and the importance 
of Sir Bohert CaXderis ^victory more 
strongly than this passage. He well 
knew how imminent affairs were in his 
rear ; that Kusda w^a advancing, Aus- 
tria arming ; and that, unless a stroke 
was speedilv struck on the Thames, 
the weight of Europe must be encoun- 
tered cm the Danube. It was to anti- 
cipate this danger, to dissolve the con- 
federacy by a stroke at its heart, and 
conquer, not only England, but Rus- 
sia and Austria, on the British shores, 
that all his measures were calculated ; 
and they were arranged so nicely, that 
there was barely time to carry the w.’»r 
into enemy’s vitals to anticipate 
his being assailed in his own. Finding 
thu first project defeated by the re- 
sult of Sir Bohert Calder’s action, he 
instantly took his line; adopted the 
eecondiuy set of op^ations wjien be 
no longer epuld attwpt the first ; and 
prepared to carry the thunder of his 
arms to the banks of the Danube, when 
he was frustrated In his desi^ of ter- 
minati ng t he wm* in the British capital 
8S. While such Immense conse- 
quences wsre restxlliEig from the action 


of the 22d ^tily, the gallhtit officer 
who, wi{^ a force «o far inferior, had 
aciun^ so much encosss, was the 
viistim of the rmost unmerited o^oqdy* 
The first xntefiigenoe of the di^t of 
the combined 4eet by so Incomider- 
eble An armament was received over 
sB Kagland wHhtheutmost transports 
itui joy ; and pubhe expectation 
was wound to the tety hij^ert 
pitch by aii expression in the adnnral's 
deiqtatches, which pointed tn an &ten- 
tion of reiGu»w|ng the bdtde on the fol- 
lowing di^, add the statement every- 
where made by the officer who brought 
the intdligence, that a renewal would 
certainly take plaoO.* When, there- 
fore, it was discover^ that the hostile 
fieeis had not d^ain met, that tho Brit- 
ish admiral had stood to the north- 
ward, rather avoiding than seeking an 

* The inibUc diflcoutent, which termtostad 
»o orudly for Sir Bohert Oalder, wa» iu a great 
degree owing to the tinlortuQate s^ippreaslon 
of imrt of hie demteibee in the fiooo«mt» pub- 
lished by the Admiralty. The i>a*cs«kge pub- 
lidied wai in these words;-—** The enemy 
are now in sight to windward: and when! 
have secured the captTired sbips, and nut the 
squadron to rights. I shall endeavour tc»arail 
mynclf of any further opportunity that may 
offer to give you a further account of tliese 
combined souadrons.” Tl»r «uppreR«jed para- 
graph was this : — At the same time, it will 
behove me to be on my guani against the 
combined squadrone in Petrol, aa 1 nm led to 
believe that tliey have mmt vff one or two of 
their crippled ebips last night for that port; 
therefore, possibly 1 may find it necessarv 
to mage a Junction with you immediately olf 
Usbant with fclie whole squadron *’ Had this 
paragninh been publinhed B-htr the former, 
it wtoula have revealed the real situation of 
the British admiral, lying with fourteen ships 
of the line fit for artion. In presence of a com 
Kntsd squadron of oighU'un, hourly ospeci- 
ing a junction with two others, one of ftfUieu, 
and llie other of five hne-of hattlo ships In 
these circumstances, no one can doubt that 
to retire towards the Channel fleet was the 
duty which the safety of England, with which 
be was charged, imperatively imi^vtyged on the 
British admiral. It is the most pleasiugduty 
of the historian thus to aid in rescuing fbom 
unmerhed obloqtiy the memory of a gallant 
and mo*’itortou8 officer ; and it is tbe'great- 
est consolation, nexWte the inward rewards 
of conscience, of sufltoring virtue, when borne 
down by the torrent of popular obloquy, to 
know that Hao time will come when its ch^ 
rector will be reinstated in the eyes of jmjs- 
teiity, send that deserved censure be cast 
upon the haste Mid severity of present opin- 
ion, which in the end seldom fails to attend 
deeds of Injustioe. 
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€iKSo«iit«r?. and iihat ' VUla»euv© hid 
reached Femd i» whew ha lay 

m^hlockaded/^^ thiAy ahipi <jft the 
line, these imalpoitB were enddady 
cooled and suaoeeded hy a niamnr 
discontent, which waaiaorked np to a 
perfect paroxyaiaii of vm upon finding 
that, in oon«eq[nenca <if these oircgna* 
stances, Naj^l^n, in the offidal ao^ 
counts pubSpifmed in ^ia admiisal'a 
* name on the occasion, olatmed the ric^ 
tory for the l^neh anna* 

84, Ihe conee^uenoe waa^^ihat, alter 
having continued a shot^ 4ini» longer 
•in the command of tha^llee^ W Ro- 
bert was compelled to retire and de- 
mand a court - martial, which, on 
the 26th Deceipber, severely repri- 
manded him for not living done his 
utmost to renew tHe engagement on 
the 23d and 24th July ; though the 
seuteuce admitted that his conduct had 
not been owing eiiher to cowardice or 
disaffection. Thus, at the veiy time 
that a public outo^, excited by the 
yoheinenoe of party ambition, was chas- 
ing from the helm of the Admiralty 
the stnteuman whose admirable ar- 
rangements had prepared for the Brit- 
ish navy the triumph of Trafalgar, the 
fuiT of iraorant zeal affixed a stigma 
on the admiriil whojt# gallant victory 
had defeated tli<r greatest and blst ar- 
ranged project ever contrived by Na 
poleon for our destruction, and finally 
rescued his country from the peiils of 
Gallic invasion. Such, in its nr»l and 
hasty fits, is public opinion ! History 
vi’ould indeed bo useless, if the juKitioe 
of posterity did not often reverse its 
iniquitous decrees.+ 

86, Meanwhile Nelson, having taken 
in water and other necessaiy supf^lies 

* Tlio accounts, published by Napoleon, in 
the nnme of Villeuenve, of the Motion, were 
eutiiroly fabricated V^y the Emperor hmvaelf. 
In his despatch to the miuister of marine of 
11th August, after uotioluK the accounts hi 
the Eiifirlisii newspapers which clumed the 
victory, Napoleon said, ‘'Tbearilvtdof ViUe- 
nenve at Corunna wijj ovarturu all thoir 
gasauifw^B, and in the eyes of Enrope wtU 
l^ve us the victory; tiiet la no atuall matter. 
Instantly wnto out a uairative of the acition, 
and solid It to M. Maret. Here ii ?ay idea 
of wiat it e/tould be ; *’ and then follf ws tlie 
labricatod accomit,— B ujuaiv Xii. 348j IMcee 

JiLet. 

t Let ua hear what tlio French Witters say 


ut Te|u«!a, gtood for Ceuta c^ the 24t^* 
haviiQg heard acthing df 
the clmhined fieet^ proceeded to Oapa 
^ Viliceu^ rather cueing m quest of 
iuteld^ce ^um foRowing ifliy fixed 
ooursK. He then traversed ^e Bey Of 
Biscay^ and ap]%oadied the uoith of 
Irehdid ; and finJmg the enemy had not 
been heard o( there, joined Admiral 
Cmnwallie off Ushant On tile X5th Au- 
gust No oewfl had been obtained of 
fibe enemy ; and on the lame evening 
he reoaiv^ qrdeiw to proceed with 
Victoiy and Superb to Fortamonth, 
where he arrived on the l^th, and at 
length be«d of the tmtion of S2d 
July, and entry of 'Vi]|(6iieuve iifto F<^ 
roL He was hailed with unbounded 
demonstrations of mtitiideand joy in 
England ; the public having followed 
with intense anxiety his indefatlgab^ 
and almost fabulous ^adveniures in 
search of the enemy, and 4heervedly 
awarded that oonsideratioQ to heroie^ 
•fforts in discharge^ duty which is 
80 often the t^ard only of splendid 
or dazzling aohievemlnta 
8<J. Napoleon's hopes of kcocuitplish- 
ing the objeete of his ambitloii were 
somewhat revived Agon finding that 
Nelson had not joined Sir Robert Oal- 
der’s squadron, and that the fieet in 
Ferrol wae still immensely superior to 
that of the enemy. Aceordingly he 
resumed his designs of invaeiou; on 
the 12th August transmitted orders to 
Villeneuve, throus^ the minister oi ma- 
rine, to sail without loss of time from 
Perrol, and ptnwue his route towards 
Brest, where Oantheaume was pre- 
pared to join him at a moment's warn- 
ing ; X and in two dsys afterwards he 
wrote a second let^, in still more 

of this proceeding Admiral Calder,” 
says Dupln. “ with an inferior ft»rce, meets 
the Franuo-9penish fieet ; in the chttee of it 
he brings on a partial eDgagement. and cap-, 
tures twe ships. He Is tried and rei,>rimana- 
ed, because it is believed that, liad he renew- 
ed the action, be would have obtained a more 
dociuTo victory, what would they have 
done with Oolder in England, ij^he hjm com- 
manded the superior fieet. and had lost two 
ahipe in avSfiding au engagement which pro- 
aentod so fisvotirable a chance to idsill sad 
valour Pbye^ dom to ^nmdt 

BretnffM. 11. 17. ^ ^ 

t Despatch instantly,'’ wrote Kspolson, 
on the 12th August to If. Deochs, **s urns- 
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pressing t0tm8, absolutely ex^^ining 
the homodialie aailing of the ocutbised ! 
fleet* Sir cyder had % ^is ^ 

time eifboted a jtmction with Admiral 
Cornwalhs oST B]%st so that sea 
was open to his adventure. Cm* the 
17th Aitgust howevd*, 2xe was again i 
detached, with twenify ddps df the 
line, to cmie^ off Cape Finisterre. On 
the llih, the combined fleet, amount* 
ing to tweut/*nine sail of the llnCI 
having MV several vessels behind them 
in a state not flt for service, stood out 
to sea, and at first took a north-westerly 
dii'eotion ; but haviugreoeived accounts 
at sea h^om a Danish vessel that a Brit- 
ish^fleft of twen|^-flve ships of the line 
(iSir Robert Calder’s) was approaching, 
Villeneuve tacked about and made sail 
for Cadiz* where he an’ived on the 21st, 
the very day on wliich he was expected 
at Brest. Admiral Colling^vol>d, with 
four sail of the line, who lay befuiHj the 
former port, was obliged to retire on 
the approach o&^o overwhelming %. 
force; but no sooner had the enemy 
entered than he*n?sumed his station, 

senger to Forrol. Make Vil Itsieti vo acquaint- 
ed with tlic nows retired froTi) Loudon. TeH 
him i hope that h^lscontmniiigbis unsmon, 
and that it would be coO dishonourable for 
the imtieriul squadrons m permit a skirmish 
of a few hours and an eiigagemont with lour- 
teen vosaols to render abortive such great 
projecte— that tJio enemy's squadron has snf- 
ferod much — and that, cm his own admission, 
his hisses have not been very acnous." And 
on the 14th August: — “ With thirty vessels 
my admirals Nnr,,iid learn not to fear four- 
and-tw’enty Engiinh ; if tffey are not equal 
to such au encounter, we may at once re- 
nounce all hoiV'V of a manac. 1 have omro 
oonddeuco in my naval forces; had I not, it 
would ruin their courage. If ViMeneuve re- 
mains the 33th, 14th, 15ta, and leth, at Fc’toI, 

I will not complain ; but if be ’•emdins an 
hour longer with a fa'^^uruble wind, and only 
twenty -four liuo-of-battle ships bcfoie him | 
——I require a man of superior character. 
The little energy of my admirals throws away | 
all the chances of fortune, and ruins all the 
prospiocte of the campaign.*' — B uoiai^ xih 
50, 67. 

* “I hoM Villeneuve will not nl^w him- 
self to be Dloekaded by a squadron smaller 
than hiB Assist and push on the Ad- 

miral as much ss pi^ssible. Arrange with 
him about the troops you haveA-eady, and 
send me a statoizicnt of tkoir position. Wo 
are ready everywhere: and showing our- 
selves for tweiity-fonr hours will suflico," — 
N 0 .mUon aw OnUral laurintotK aide-de-camp 
de ViUenmve^ 14tb Aug. 1305. TiUJCKd^ t. 443. 


«ld with hi« little aquadroa gellautly 
rntdiitamed the blockade of a harbour 
whm five*and4hirty hofltil^ liJM»-of- 
battle ehips were now as^embhad* 

87. Kot anticipating autAi a denar- 
ture on the part of the combined £< et 
the preeoribed operationa, Hapo- 
ieo% on the 22d August, lOTote both 
to Villeneuve and Gaiitheaume in the 
most jpresatng terms to stand out to ^ 
sea, unite theirforces, and make straight 
for Boulogne, where he was in readi- 
ness to receive them. His words are 
veiy remarkable, and singularly charac- 
teristic of the solemn feeliaga with 
which he waa animated on the eve of 
this, the moat iriipui '.ant event of his 
life.t In obedioiice to the ordem he 
received, Gaiitheaume, on the 2l»t of 
August, stood out of Brest harbour 
\vith*one-and-tweuty ships of the line, 
and drew uj> iu order of battle in Ber* 
theaume roada Admiral CoinwaUis, 
wbo.se squadron, after the large de- 
tachment under Calder, amounted only 
to fuurfcetJD, unmedittteiy mi*ved in to 
attack them, and a dia>taut cannonade 
ensued between the two fieeta. But 
the French, who had no intention to 
engage iu a general athur before the 
arrival of tiie combined fleet, did not 
veutui'o out of the protection of their 
biitterios, and the day pasfio^i ovw* with- 
out any general action. In vain every 
eye was turned to the south, in the 
liop^ of descrying the long-wdshed-for 
reinforcement — in vain Uantheaume 
counted the hours fur the arrival of 
Vilicneuve with thirty ships of the line, 

t Bo wrote to Villeneuve on 22(1 August: 
— “ ^ *co-adimrai, I hope you luwc reached 
DroJl. Oo, and with my untU'.d Ueets enter 
the Chan tie). Snglatui u ourgf Wc aie all 
roa<ly ; everything is on board, Kbow for 
£wenty-ft»ur lioura and all is acciuoplished. — 

> aronsoN " To Gaiitboaume ho wrote on 
ilie Haine (Uxy, ** I have alrc.uly given you to 
imdcrstaiid by telegraph that my wtah is, 
tliat ycu do not allow Villeneuve to lose a 
single (Liy, ki order to take advantage of the 
siqMwiority wltioh xni^ filty ships of the line 
give mo. Get to sea immediately, Bind enter 
the Cliannei with all your farce 1 rely upon 
yon* abiUtjf, firmness, and oharu‘ter, in a 
ensis oo imjtortant. Bcjmrt, aud ogtoe here. 
We ftludl avenge six centimes of insult and 
disgrace. Never have my soldiera by sea and 
laud risked their lives for so grand a pur- 
poso."-— THixas, tknnUul a VJSn^re, v. 454. 
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chasing before him Calder with twenty. 
In that dackite moment th$^ star o| 
England pwaikd—fWie remembrance 
of tim late batide had paraijmed the 
enemy. 'Phe action of the 2M July 
^ 1 saved hie country, though it had 
proved fatal to its saviour. The com- 
bined fleet, weakened and discOiirilged, 
had sought refuge in Cadi?, not daring 
to encounter a second actl<m ; and the 
Brest squadron, after spending the day 
in ansious suspense, returned at night 
to their harbour, , 

8S. The intelligence of the arrival of 
the ebrnbioed fleet at Cadi? put a final 
period to the designs of Nai>oleon 
against Oroat Britain, and all his 
energies were instantly turned to the 
prosecution of the warf-gainst Austi ia. 
His indignation against ViUeneuve for 
not continuing his route for Bretvt, 
where all was in readrmvs for hia re- 
ception, knew no bounds. ** Your 
Villeneuve,” said he to Decries, "is a 
cow’ard, a traitor;** and in the first 
transports of his fury, he made out 
oidera for the combined fleet Instantly 
to set sail fnun Cadi? for J^rost, whore 
ti,« whole anuumeut was to be put 
under the conuiiand of Aduiiral Gan- 
tlieiunne. But a little rtdUotion con- 1 
vinced bim that, supposing this done, ' 
the time for the projecUsd invasion of 
Britain w’ould be past, and tht empire 
of Europe riught, during his .d^euce, 
be lost in Gei many. He deteiujined, 
therefore, to ubaudon his enterprise 
against England, and direct all bis 
forces to the centre of Geimany. ^His 
indignation appeared in an act of occu- 
Hutioa which he drew up against Ville- 
nonve, dictated by himself, in which 
the leading charge s were, inCapacAy in 
the action of 2*id July, and positive 
disobedieuco of orders, in afterwards 
steering with the combined fleet for 
Cadiz, instead of pursuing the prescrib- 
ed route for Brest But as it wtrs of 
the utmost tnoment thatjiis designs 
against the Imperialiste on the Danube 
fihould^as long as possible be concealed, 
the preparations jfbr cmbarl|(ation were 
continued with redoubled activity aown 
to the last moment, and at very 
time when the Emperor was directing 
the contemplated moTomenli across 


Fran(» and Oermany to the ^ores of* 
the Iwttba. Between ^e August 
and let September, tbe troops were 
didlytoserclsed tt embarking dis- 
embs|king in tbe b# of Boumgne, and 
si kol^b enquired the most extraordi- 
nary perfecHon k these difficult opera- 
tionk’^ The cavalxx and artilkty were 
all stored In the appointed vessels; 
the Emperor^s household ^and bagga^ 
%ere embarked ; and the soldiers, in 
the utmost impatienoe, awidted the 
signal to step on board ; wlien sudden- 
ly, on the lat September, the Emperor 
j sot mit at two o'clock for Paris, and 
orders were issued to the vdiole of this 
mighty armament toiflefileby^flef'ent 
routes towards tbe fmine. 

89. The circumstances which induced 
this sudden change of resolution, were 
not merely the destructiou of all the 
• 

* The folio win gpasfi»ffe from Marwiol Ney's 
Memoirs contams some curious ottaii^ ou this 
BUbjcct:— '‘^Thc Instruetious ol tbo Empenw 
Wore so lunflijous, mi|j||ise, and precajKi. as to 
crive tho mtbricMracommandcrs nothing to do 
but follow them out »i>scj6cally. To ascer- 
buu the time requireo fbr the embarkation, 
Ma.-iliftl Ney distributed the* guttpowder, 
ciuaauuB, aruilery, prqjectiies, aiid atorea on 
Ihtanl tiie transports pSovjaod for Umt pur- 
pose. and ho fonnod ihjft portion of the flo- 
iillaaasvgnod to him into subdivisions : eicry 
battalion, every company, rSteeived the boats 
dostmed for its use fovery i!q.t.h, down to the 
Juwer»t drummer, was apprised of the boat, 
and the place m the bout, where he was to 
act hiniBoIf At a signal given, infantry, 
cavalry, artillery, wore at once put under 
anus, and opiiosite t(* thu vessels ou 

lLM»ttrd whidi they wore rtJhi«K lively to em- 
btu k A coiuiun was diSidx.irged. and all the 
fwid-ofDcers duntiounted, and placed them- 
selves at tlie head of tikClr respei^tive corpa : 
a second gun w'as^tbe signal to nuke ready 
to embark ; a third, and tho word of cuin- 
inaud, ‘Colonels. fora^ardT was heai'd with 
iudoHcribabio anxiety along the wlioie lino; 
a fourth, which wastnStautly fuilowed by the 
word ‘ March ! ’ Universal accUinaucma uii- 
medmtely broke forth; the soldiers in per- 
fect order luisteued on board, each to Luj 
appointed place ; in fen minafee and a haif 
twenty -Jve thousand men embarked. I'lie 
enthusiasm of the troops know no bounds : 
they thought the loug-wlshod-for moment 
bad arrived : but a? tbe next signal the order 
to disembark was given, and t]A^y were made 
aware that tha whole was only a femt to try 
the rapidlbjr with which the movement could 
be performed. The redandmg was completcii 
nearly as rapidly « the embarkation ; in tAir- 
$em miiwUi from tlie time the soldiers were 
on board, they were drawn up in battle ar- 
my on shore.*’— Nxy, ii. 260, 201. 
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‘ to the neyal oaroi ^ the 

eiitiy of Wlexieuve into the" iSb^^our 
of Hhttens had tiao eoine to 

e emit on the oontinent of Etnropei 
and the^^me had now arrived Men, 
as the eoalition could not be dislolvad 
on the shorea of Brit(j[n, it required to 
be anticipated on the banka of the 
Danube. From the moment that Ka^ 
poleon put on hia head the iron crown 
of Charlenwtgfna^ in direct violation cC 
the treal^ of Dnn4ville, which had pro- 
vided to the independence of the Cia* 

pine republic, ana inooiporated Genoa, 
Famuiy and PUcentia with hia vaat do- 
mimox^, all hope of permanently pre* 
aer^ng the peacf of the Continent was 
at an end : and it was only a queation 
of time and expedience when Auatria 
should openly join her foroea to those 
of the coalition.* The assembly of idl 
the armies of France on the shores of 
the Channel, the departure of the Em- 
peror for Boulogne, and the embarka- 
tion of a considei^le part of his forces, 
having impressed the ^Aulic Council 
wiUit^ belief tbit the mllitai7 strength 

♦ The views of the oppbidte (mrties are well 
ahridgod in the foUo^ug »taxo papere which 
at this (period poss^a between tiie two cabi- 
aeta : — 

“ I<cftu» come at once," said Talleyrand, 
the bf»ttom of tbf question, Austria 
wishes to take up arms in order to reduce 
the power of France. If b\ic1i is her desigji, 

1 ask you to consider, is it conformable to 
h er real interests ? Is she ol way s to consider 
France as a rival, because she was so once ; 
and is it not from a very diifercnt quarter 
that the libcrtlesof Europe arc now menaced? 
The time is |•crba|>e not far removed when 
France and Austtria, iinitod, will bo reouired 
to fight, not only for their own indejHUiaeuce, 
but fbr the liberties of Europe and the prin- 
ciples of civilisation itself. In every war tiiat 
may ensue between Russia arjd Austria on 
the one hand, and IVanoe on the oth^ir, 
AustHa, whatever name she may asMime 
will sp^lly be found to be a pnncipal 
in the strife { and she will be fortunate if, 
abandoned by an ally of whom she has ex- 
ivericnchd the inonnstancy and caprice* she 
does not undergo the rudest stroKfes of for- 
tune. i 

‘‘What does France demand of iusfcrlaT 
Neither efTorjta not sacrinoes. The Emperor 
desires only the repose of the Continent. He 
is ever ready to make a maritii^ peace as 
soon as England wilt adhere to mo treaty of 
Amiena Hut as that is impossible, in the 
present tompor of England, but by means of 
a maritime war, he desires to devote himself 
exclusively to it ; and therefore be demands 
of Austria not to divert him fh>m that great 


I of the Empire would koou involved 
in that ^Hloua uudertoklug^ the mo 
Imeui appeered emiueutlj^ 
to the Imperialista to (kuteetkee om- 
retiona. General Chfietetter« 4t fiie 
bead of fiileeu thougaud men, ehtcrad 
the I^rol, aud begaii«to <Wgaiito the 
brufe mA Wdy popule^ou of that 
province. Oanaiderable bodies of worfs- 
meu were ,e]^loyed in etre&i^enmg 
I the fortifioationB ou the Yeuetkm fron- 
tier, and ardiamanta ^already be^ to 
I be formed on the Inuund tbeminei- 
I pal roads leading into Bayariai These 
I hostile preparations were immediately 
I made the subject of anm. contention 
I between the cabinet of the Tuileriei 
I and that of Vienna ; and in several 
I articles in til* Monikmr, evidently 
I flowing from the pen of Talleyrand, 

I the question as to the balance of power 
I in Europe, and the danger to be appre- 
I bended from the strength of France, 

I was discussed with more openneas 
than was possible amid the studied 
ambiguity , of diplomatic correspon- 
dence.** 

design, and to enter into no ougogement 
whhm may disturb the harmony whuib now 
prevails between the two empires.'' 

It was replied on the part of Austria on 
the Sd Septemlier—*' That the Cabinet of 
Viennii was both willing and anxious to put 
nu eaa to the daugom whl^;h threatened 
Europe by a sincere and oamest mediation ; 
but tuat, to do this with any prospect of suc- 
cess, it was hidispenaabte that the faith of 
treatV^s should b«i religiously observed, and 
that be who violated them was the real ag- 
gpeasor, Tbo treaty of Ijun^ville carefully 
stipulated the ludopeudeucc of tbo Italian^ 
Hdlotiv:, and Ihitavian republks. Every state 
shouM rc'spgct the lufleyicndeuce of those 
which adjoin it, no matter wiiether they 
are strong or weak ; and it is the violation 
of this duty by the French government;, 
whl^ imposes npou other states ihe neces- 
«ty of ooahtscuig to oppose a borner to its 
egressions. Austria is anniug, but not 
with a hostile hiteutioii, and solely with the 
design of inaiutaiuiug the existing jmee with 
Frauce, iia wcU os thecquiUbriiiin andreixise 
of Enrojie. Even should war become ine\i- 
tablc, solemuly declares that the courts of 
Austria andc^Bussia have bound themselves 
toiutcrferota no reipect with the intemal 
afihirs of Prance ; to make no chanffo on the 
established possessions or relations lu Ger- 
many; auilKto respeot the inte}.'rvty of the 
Ottoman empire. Great Britain has the 
same iifoentions, and is desirous to be regu- 
lated by the same moderate principles in re- 
establishing her pacific reUtious with the 
French empire," 
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90. At.Wgth wmk was let till ^ alwayi^^ be oj^pcMied to euch insova-; 
on both ^«a. ooncentmtion of 1 tUmti . 

tbo forooff on ^ the A^e and 91j| It mianffioieiKSy difficolt to d«^ 

geneml warlike ao^vity teml^ wbidt ooticio to adopt W^en 
wbidb, pe^aded the Impenol dornin- mcb ippoaing eon 0 item^<M£B^; Imt, in 
Iona. 1^ no doubt that aoontoat was adddifon to th^r Idle Edeetor had 
appnoitidiing ; <^0 the other hanA other and mot«%ixioiia causes for soli- 

the whole forces of Kapodeon irerenttb- eitnde on this oebasion. His eldest son 
known to Anstri^ oonretgiiigi brer the wm at Paids, in the power of Hapoleon ; 
whole line from the Kibe to the P 3 rre- the fate of the Bnke d*Knnhiea was 
nees^ towards the Danube. In these Pidllinimt; andhis^biltr^ 
diniUpastanoee it , was of* the highest strongly exdted by die per^la whioh he 
impogianoe to both fides to eectire the might run if the BWich Kmperor were 
co-opeiwtito of the lesser States of irritated by decided hostilities. Tacil- 
Germedyt and especially of Bararia, iating betwe^ sooh opposite dangers^ 
whose d^inions lay directly between the Kleetor, on the 24th Ait^st^jsgrsed 
the hostile powers, and w ould in ail to the substance of an^]lanoe,offbnme 
probability ^ the first theatre of hos- and defensive, with but delayed 

tilitiee. The court of Munich, accord* the signature of the ^wsty on various 
ingly, was Wiirmly urged, both^ by pretences^ anxious to gain time in these 
France and Austria, to side with Ichem critical circumstances, and it was not 
in the contest ; and the Elector, long finally signed till the 2<8d September 
uncertain, hesitated between the two at Wiirtaburg, Heanwhilwthe Ana- 
parties, and even entered into diplo- trians, having some suspicion of such 
matio oonnections with both-— the com- in understanding, cyMumoned the Kleo- 
mou resource of weak states when tor in aperemiltoty ngmner, on tbefith 
threatened with destruction f by the Septem^r, to unite his forces to then* 
collision of powerful neighbours, and own. They met by the moat 
h uirdlj to be reproached as a fault when urgent enti'cfUeb to be allowed to re* 
it is the result of necessity. On the xuain neutral ; and assbhis was refused, 
one hand, it was represeuted by the the Elector, on the 8th, despatched a 
French party that Austria was t^e old letter to the Kujperor, promising, If 
and hereditary enemy of Bavaria — that neutrality w-as impossible, to unite his 
she had alrearly solicited the cession of forces to his own. In the night follow- 
a portion of her torritoiy ; that there ing, however, being overcome with 
could be no doubt that shecovete^ her tenors for his son, he secretly depart- 
poBsessious as fai' as the Lech ; and od with his family to Wurtzburg ; the 
that the Elector had therefore eveiy- Bavarians retired into Franconia to join 
thing to hope from an alliance withsNa- the French forces; and on the same 
poleoii, and as much to fear from expo* day the Austrians crossed the Inn. 
sure to the rapacity of the Emperor. 92. The prei>nrations of Napoleon 
On the other hand, it was stiopgly 'were on a scale proportioned to the 
urged by the old ariatociutic party, — nmgnitude of the contest in which he 
at the head of which w'os the Princess was engaged, and the immense forces 
of Baden, the Elector’s daughter-in-law, which the Allies were preparing to em- 
who was a 'woman of uncommon talent ploy against him, Mr Pitt had cou- 
and vigour of niixul, — that all these ducted the negotiations for the forma- 
ad van t^es were merely appomut; that tion of a. coalition with the most oon- 
the alliance with France '^jas a con- summafe ability ^ every difficulty had 
nectiou with a revololioiiary state which been removed, ev&y je*dousy softened : 
threatened the subversion of all the Austria And Russia stood forth promi- 
insfcitutioiis of society, and ^hat, T^en nent in tlm fight ; and hopes were even 
menaced by such a catastrophe, the entertained, that if disaster did not at- 
only ])rudout course was to adHei^e to tend the first efforts of the coalition, 
the head of the Germanic body, whose Prussia might be induced to unite her 
interests, it might be relied oig would forces to wose uf the other allies in 
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' support of tike j^dom of Eurogp. In 
Italy and Oemany, no lews tkaSAree 
bundfedniid fifty tkoneand ’tne^we^ 
pre|»iit¥iMto aot Fraaoe^ moag 

vkom were one nandred and wteea 
tliousand Bussiana^adyaaoifig by mroed 
marOhes through Polftod lowers'' the 
Bavman plains. Their aniTal, how* 
ever, could not be calculated upon for 
at least two months to come ; and in 
the mean time, the Auatrian arm^ 
which had just orossed the Inn, eigh^ 
thousand strong, stood exposed to the 
first strokes of Napoleon. Thirty thou- 
sand ImperlalistB, under the Archduke 
John, ^ero assemlded in tha Tyrol ; 
and the .Ajxdidnhe Charles, at the head 
of fifty-five thousand of the best troops 
of the Empire, was pi*eparing to exert 
his gi'eat t^enta on the Italian plains.* 
Four attacks were projected by the 
Allies : one in* the north of Germany 
by a united force of Russians, Swedes, 


and Ei^Iish ; the second in the valley 
of the Danu^, by^he grand armies ^ 
Russia and Aus^a; a'third in Lom- 
bardy, which was intmsted to the Aus- 
trians alone ; the fourth in the south 


of Italy by a uni^d fo^6 of Russians, 
English, and N^politana It was 
eTjdent that the forces of the coalition 


would ultimately become superior; and 
that France had much to dread from 


the prospect of haring to combat with 
the single resources of the Empix'e 
against Europe in arms on the Rhine. 
But in the outset. Uie armies of Napo- 
leon had greatly the advant^e both in 
the number and composition of. the 
troops. Everything, therefore, depend- 
ed on secresy of combination and 


* The forces of the ccalition were thusdis- 
}Kvsed whwi hostilUies commenced by tlv 
IMiaaago of the Inn 
In Bavarbuaad Upper Austria, tinder 
the Archduke Ferdinand. . .90,000 

Hescrve under the Kmporor Fraucia 
forming at Vienna, . 30,000 

First Bussian army crossing Poland.^ 66, 000 
Second Russian army, under the Bm- 
lieror Alexander, . . , . 60,000 

Austrians In the Tyrol, . . . 30,000 

Austrians in Italy, under the AAh- 

duke Charles, . . . 66,000 

Bussisns and Swedes in Pomerania, SO, 000 

861,000 

^BuHaa. xU. 138. 


o«iLerity of movum^t; and in both 
theaeo^litles Napoleon wsaimvlvalle^. 
% meet this immense 

adtrkn^^^^ts support, was objedt 
of Napoleon, and In its prd^eoutidn lie 
displayed even more Ih^ hds wonted 
eneigy and kbiU;^. The Artny of Eng- 
land bn the shores of the Uhaim^, the 
forces in Holland, the troops fh Hano- 
ver, were fo^hwith ftnrmed into seven 
eoips, under ike eommimd of as many 
marshals of the Empire : their united 
numhete amounted to one hundred and 
ninety thousand men; a force amply 
sufilcient to ontsh Uie Imperialists in 
Germany, if the whole could be brought 
simultaneously into action before ^e 
Russians adradbed to the suppmt of 
the ^former. The Army of Itmy wa* 
thirty-five thousand strong, besides 
fifteen thousand in the Neejwlitan tor- 
rib rie.s ; aud the troops of Vivaria and 
the lesser German states, whose aid 
might be relied on, amount^ to twenty- 
four thousand; so that France could 
open thh campaign with two hundi*ed 
and seventy thousand men.t 

But these forces, considerable as 
they Were, fonned but a pait of Uie 
preparations of the Emperor. On the 
23d September, he repaired to the sen- 
ate, and submitted two propositions to 
the legislature, which were forthwith 
adopts. The first was a levy of eighty 
tbo>.|^and conscripts from the class who 
were to become liable to military ser- 
vice in 1S06— a sufiicient proof that 
Fnaice wa** ali'eady anticii>atittg her 
military resources ; the, second, the re- 
organiwation of the national guard, 
throughout the whole extent of the 
Empire. But in thus reviving this re- 
publican institution, the Emperor was 
<mri’jful to organise it on a different 
footing from that on which It had been 

t Tlic French forces were tluis disposed 

Grand army, divided hit«> seven corps, un- 
der Bwmadotte, IMarmout, Bavoust, 
Boult, I^imuas, Augcreau, with tb&cav. 
airy under Murats and the Guard under 


Mortier, . , . , 190,472 

Asmy of Italy, . , . 34,674 

Army of Naples, . . . 16,000 

meotoral troopts, . . . 23,815 


^ 209,960 

— BumaA xii. 180. 
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daring day# of democjalic 
i« h% 

of tho natiotud gtiard 
^ Mwf^rofif evoxy 
Bp 0 ^%Mime ougM Ito emanato from 
tiio aanris^d auibority ^ »U owr iaati- 
i»i€oi3)» fllMd 29^ in immony ; and a 
nnifom dlrisoUon ba gi^ to 
itriioaw oommanda foroa of tba 
aimed oitiaena'* Slibse^nent deoreea 
arranged the datailaof tli& re-otganiaa- 
tioti. Ei^ezy man in good health waa 
required to aarvei from the age of 
twentywq^ td that of sixty; ten com* 
paniee foe^oed a cohort^ and several oo- 
horti, aoDfording to thelooality, a l^on. 
Those only in the liepattmenta of the 
froniier» from Oeneva to OUais, were 
called into active Bertiap, and arranged 
into ‘four corps, commanded by Gene- 
ral Eampon, MarshsJ Xrefehvi'e, Marshal 
Kellermaiin, and General d* Abbeville, 
95. The Emperor adioum&d the meet- 
ing of the senato by the following ad- 
dress, which BafBciantly indicated the 
urgent state, in his estimation, of^blic 
affairs, and announced that he hod no 
alternative but to conquer or die 
** The eternal objects of the enemies of 
the Continent are at length accompli^- 
ed ; the war. is renewed in the heart of 
Gennany; Austria and Russia have 
united themselves to England. *k lew 
days a^o, 1 hoped that the |>eac6 of the 
routiuunt would not be disturbed ; me- 
naces and grounds of umbrage ^like 
found me immovable ; but the Austrian 
army has crossed the Inn ; Munich is 
i n vaded ; the elector of Bavariais chased 
from his capital; all my hopes have 
vanished, SSenators ! when, in confor- 
mity vrith your wiahes, I placed the Im- 
perial crown on my head, I undertook 
to you and to all the citizens of France 
the obligation to maintain it pure a«d 
inviolate. Magistrates, aoldxers, citi- 
zens, all equally desire to preserve our 
country from the influence of England, 
which, if it once prevailed, gvould lead 
only to the' burning of our fleets, the 
filling of our ports, the i*uin of oUr 
industry. I have kept all tl:^ pron^ises 
which I have made to the French people: 
they have made no engagement with 
ine which they have not more than ful- 
filled. Fitnehmen ! your Emperor wUl 


do his duty ; the seldieKB will do theirs ;* 
yon wdl do yiswim,” 

961) Previ^ id Mtting out for Bou- 
logne, Napoli? 0 n Iseued severaJ decrees 
for ti;# ^9somki0oiifliio flotiUt, and the 
laying up m ordwxy what was kept, for 
future and distditppemtiomb The ar- 
tillery was removed horn the greater 
part of the, armed vessels and all the 
transports ; such part qf it as could be 
tcoommodated in the harbour of Bou- 
l<^e was kept there, jthe remainder 
dispersed throu^ the harbours of the 
Channel The English, too well satis- 
fied at this dislocation of so formidable 
a force, made no attempt to hiqder its 
dlspei'sion; and soox^ of »U that ^ost 
assembloge of vessels, hardly enough 
remained at Boulogne to iiianspurt 
thirty thousand men, A reserve of 
twenty thousand men alone remained 
on the heights above the harbour, un* 
der the command of General<^rune, de- 
signed at once to keep up alarm on the 
•oasts of Britain, aq^ form a reserve in 
case of disasi)^ bebdiing the syand 
army. Thus terininSted thb extiiaor- 
dinary aimameut, the gi-eatest aaSem- 
bliige of mililkry and naval forces ever 
made in modem tioAp, contrived with ' 
the utmost skill, conducted with the 
most profbund dissimulation, which en- 
tirely deceived tue vigilance of the 
mighty nation against which it was 
direct^, and tsdlod at lest rather from 
a casual combination of ofrcumstances, 
and the intrepidity of iux admiral whom 
England punished for his l^ieveiment, 
than fr< >m any inadequacy in the means 
employed to attain the vast object 
which her enemy bad in view. 

97. Determined, however, not en- 
tirely to lose the fruit of his naval ar- 
maments, Eapoleon, before setiing out 
for the grand urmy, issued directions 
for the fleet at to put to sea and 
proceed to Toulon, in brder to be ready 
to act as occasion mf|bt require on the 
shores pf Italy. This instruction was 
accompanied by’the appojntment of 
Admii^ Rosily to the command ofthe 
combineck fleet in lieu of YiUeneuve, 
who was dh*eeted to surrender the cm** 
tnand to hhn on his arrival RosUy, 
however, was in Paris at the time, and 
some time must elapse before he could 
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ip la* 

fortailiil^ of iiie^liemAnt lad^^oa 
of i^Beror on aeooaot of Hp ^ 
tura to CamjR.^ Ho did aot dire^liim 
^ «fit tedl fromCadiz* ]i>ut liolkoM he 
wcmld; and, in trutlj^lefb ao elteroar* 
tive to a man of hononr hut to do ao. ; 
Thoogh of a deapondiag temperemeat^ 
Vlllenouve wae a brave man ; and eo 
eoon aa he reoeivOd the deapateh cf 
Decree he determined to haza^ all on 
the leene of a battlft, Thie led to eventa 
of the greateat importance, by render* 
ing the dlwaoed admiral dwMrate, 
and pi'omi^sng him to make the ill* 
om^bxmd terminated in the 

diaaater Of 1fr«h%ar. ' But, after bring- 
ing the deet ix>und to Toulon, the auo- 
c^or of Villeneuve was to break it 
down into several detached cruiaing j 
equadrons, the chief of whi<h was one | 
totflke poesesBionof and cruise near St 
H^anal Strange dsktolity, which ap- 
peared to attaeVhlm, on the eve if 
so many of the areatetlt events of his 
lifbk to the desti&d scene of his exile j 
and death ! ViUeneuve, on receiving ; 
theWushing dei^tch o^H. re- ! 

plied to him, naval men of Pans i 
and the departments are unwoi^y of ! 
their name if they cast the first stone I 
at me. Let them chme on board, and 
they will aee with what elements they 
are exposed to fighi As to the rest, 
if, as is pretended^ the French marine 
is only awanting in boLlness, as is pre- 
tended, the limperor shall be speedily 
satisfied, and he may reckon on the 
most decisive success.” 

98. An important change occurred 
at this pmdod, highly characteristic of 
the decline of revolutionary fervour, 
and ^a return to the ordinary ideas of 
Givili|ed Ufe^ Tins was the ret^toration 
of th^ 0re^rian calendar, and aboli- 
tion the oarbatous nomenclature of 
the Bevoli^ionary era, which for twelve 
yeai;?9 hiH been in pse in France— a 
change pr^settbed bjr the Emperor in 


♦ '"Your friend Vfnenenve,” said Ifapo- 
lem to Doeffes, will probably fce«)o ©mardly 
to venture torth frOm €adi«* Despatch Ad- 
miral Rosily to tske command of the fleet, 
if it is not already gtmis ; and order Admlmi 
Villeneuve to oome to me at Paris to render 
aecomdc^hUconduct*'’--XHZsitf!^ vi. iSfi. 


a^deeuwe iMed shoHly before he set 
out i^r^iStiMbaig* 

99l meanwhOe the Bn^ 
flttent direotod all their eSMe tb iorm 
a ftowm^l fieet to blockade &e com- 
HnhA sqjtodrotie in the harbohr of Ca- 
i dha limsfieiident of ||he twenty eMpa 
I of ^ efhioh^ had been detaiediea 
i fimm Jbe €hmm4 fieet^ by itoiral 
Comwiidlis, and tlto Ihur which Admiral 
CoUingwood had Zander hts cottimand 
o# the Isle 'of Leoh, seven more were 
got together in and Fly* 

month; and Kelson, whh had retired 
to his house at Horton to reemlt his 
exhausted strength, again volunteered 
his services to resume the commend, 
repaired to Portsmouth, and hoisted 
his flag on boa^id the Victory of ninety 
guns. Even during the few weeks of 
his retirement, his thoughts perpetu-^ 
ally ran on the combined fleet^ and he 
was con8|pntly impressed with the idea, 
that they were destined to receive their 
deati^blow firom his hamif In these 
generous sentiments he was strongly 
supported by Lady Hamilton, who, 
notmthstanding the ardour of her at- 
tachment, constantly urged him to 
sacrifloe every j^dvate consideration at 
the call of public duty. He wss vividly 
impressed, however, with the presentt* 
ment^that he would full in the battle 
which was approaching; and before he 

t When CspUin Rlackwood. on his way to 
London with dcapAiches. called at Merton 
one TOonilni? early, Nelson, the moment he 
saw him, exclaimed, *' 1 am sure yon bring 
mo*i\ew!k of tlio French and Spanieb fleets 1 
I think 1 shall yet have to beat them De- 
pend UTJOD it. Blackwood,’* he rnpeatodly 
aaid, “ I shall yet give M, Villonenve a drub- 
binp;. ** At length his anxiety beoame so ex- 
cessive, that he resolve^ uotwithetaodii^all 
the remonstrances of his physicians, to vol- 
unteer Ids services to resiiuie the command, 
wldoh Wore, i>fcxnim, gladly accepted by the 
Arim Imlty. In this resolution he was strong- 
ly supported by indy Hamilton, with that 
feel iug of geiierous nidour which has so often 
animated hsr sex In similar otreumstanees, 
when mfluumced by romantic attaitoent. 
“Nelson,” saldsheu “however wo may la* 
ment your abs4moe,ofrfBr your services ; tlmy 
will bo accepted, and you wdll gfdu a quiet 
heart by its Y oU will gain a glorious victory, 
and then you may return here and be biqipy 
Haiokkedat her with tears lu his eyes,— 
M Brave Emma I good Emma I If there were 
more Emmas there would be more Nelsons," 
— flourBlEY, ii 232. 
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ws^om or vnMm 


kft London, he caQed at the uphel*! 
sterer’e where the cofliii whidi C!|&fcain 
HalleweB dtm him^ maAe m the 
wre<^ <if ^ mm 

d^riagihat ite hktary he 

grav«i m Ihi, »a it wae hlg^ pare^ 
bablel^ewotflidwMititoaiy»|!»(h^ Qa 
the oe ^ioh lel^ h/s 

wrote a few Hues in U^40Ottiel, 
deftcriptive Of the ^dvmd feelittg imd 
manhr piety whieh fimed the ieadh^ 
featiues of hia^ehlWheter.^ Withdifs* 
oulty he tore hhi»^;eii the beach at 
Portemouth on the following morning, 
from the crowd who hnelt bleeaed 
him ae he paesed ; and the laet eo^de 
whitih reached his ean from that loved 
land which he wee never again to see, 
were the eothueiaetic cheere of hie 
countrymen, who never ceaaed to jstrain 
their aching eyea towards his vessel till 
it vanished itom. their sight. 

100. Kelson’s reception in the deet 
off Oadie was as gratifying as his de- 
paiiure htnn England. The yards were 
all crowded aath hardy veterans, 
anaious to get a sight of their favour^ 
ite hero, and peals of acclamation shook 
the ships when he was seen on the 
quartetdeek of the Victory shaking 
hands with hia old captains, who in 
transports cd’ joy hastened on boar^ to 
congratulate him on his arrival. *Ko 
one from that moment entertained a 
doubt that the fate of the combined 
fleet was sealed, if they should ventme 
from their harbour. So great w^ae we 
terror of his name, tliat, notwithstand’ 
ing the positive oidera to sail for Tow. 
Ion which he had received, ViDeneuve 
hesitated to obey when he beard of his 
arrival ; and in a ootmoil of war it w^ 
resolved not to venture out unless they 

• “Friday night, Sept 13, half-past ton,— 

1 drove firom cU^, dear H ertcm, whore 1 left 
all which 1 hold dear in tids w<md, to go to 
oerve tuy King and country. the great 
God whom 1 adore enable me tC fliiw the 
expectatione of my oountiy ai^ if it Is 
his good nleainre that I i^ould rotura* my 
thanks will gevor cease being oflhred upU«^e 
throne of his mercy. If It is his good Provi- 
don^ to cut short my daye upon ear|h, I bow 
y'ith ^e greatest submisilum relying that 
ho will protect those so dear to me whofo I 
Iwo behind. Hut will be done ("-^UTnavi 
il 23&. 



were gt^lesgl I _ 

»&fomede^l 

Ksasiml ctupefoU^ Ids 

strent^ from hji 
Ihff his fieet Will ^ tdiout sutfy 

nuiaif tb €ape St 

Mmffs, with of frig- 

ates id infcM him of the motions of 
l&e «ttemy; whSo, at the mme time, 
the Moche^ of the port wss i^orously 
enibroed, so as to render it prdbahle 
that ere Icnig they would be compelled 
to sail, from the ixnpbi^hility of find- 
ing supphes in the vicinity of Qadie 
for so great a multitnda,. vTMf sail 
of the line were now innienm!^ 
harbour^ of which were 

ready for sea ; and as never: 

contemplating the return of the com'- 
bined fleet to Cadis^ had formed no 
magasines of provisions in that quarter, 
though ample stores had Iwen eotleeted 
at Rochefort, Brest, and the InWbditm 
of the Channel ^ want of proris^ns ; 
wav soon severely fel]^ 

101. Still, hotter, the couneM. of 
war which Villeneuve had summeswdi 
to his assistance declined to underibake 
the vespozudbilffy of an engagement, 
and even come to a sofiinn resolution 
to avoid it, as attended with oertain 
destruction to the^fleet. Villeneuve 
sent this resolution to Paris, acenm- 
panied by his own opinion torixe Same 
effect, but with a dedsratiem, that he 
was nevertheless prepared to saU with 
the first wind, and wote himmlf for 
his country. Kdson, to overcome their 
izresolution, had recourse to a strata- 
gem, which was crowned with the 
most complete suooess, Having re- 
ceived, on the 151h October, informa- 
tion that he would soon be joined by 
six sail df the line from England, he 
ventured on the bold step m detach- 
ing Admiral Louis with a like force to 
Gibraltar for stores and water ; thus 
maintaining the blo^ade with only 
twenty-tvro line-of-lyittle ships, in pre- 
sence of wirty-thiee newly equipped, 
and ready for astion. In these criti- 
cal circumManoes, Kelson was not 
without some feelings of anxiety lest 
Uxe Carthsgena or Rochefort squadrons 
^ould join the enemy and increase 
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their fottai<3ftl»ld eujg^nori^; 

yet eren then 1«9 had the g^weroai^ 
to >«p^, gir Beheit Oaldei*, liha ^ww 
ohli|ed to go ho^ to demimd a ootwt- 
|vrad4d Ihitbiir in ]^la own: 
flhipi ifchioh oonid iH he 
apared at iu<di h dh^ Fca*tnii^y 
promiflod relnforcementB amY«4 
Wd m single Tessele, so as not tp ah 
trset the nolto of the enwy ; and 
Nelson^ whose aindety fbr the' Cp* 
proaohing combat had now risen to the 
Tery highest pitch, again iotmd him* 
self at Ihe head of seren-and-twenty 
shipe of the Una 

; 102. Beoeived by this stratagem as 
to the real shnength of the enemy ^ 
aware that Kapdeon was desirous of 
concentrating' his principal naval re- 
souroes in the Mediterranean, and ap* 
prehensive that, if he any lonj^ delay- 
ed hie departure, Admiral Rosily mi^ht 
assume 4 ^ command, and’ deprive him 
of the fair opportunity which now pre- 
aented itself olncovering his forgtei* 
faiiuree by tlM def^t of England's 
greatest hero, Villeneuve at length re- 
solved upon putting to sea and risking 
a battle. Eivly on thd 10th October, 
accordingly, ^ inshore frigates made 
signal that the enemy were coming out 
of the harbour ; and at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, that th^ were fairly at 
sea steering for the south-east Over- 
joyed at intelUgence, Nelson in- 
stantly gave the signal to chase in the 
same direction ; and though they were 
not got sight of on the following day, 
yet so well were their motions watch- 
ed by the frigates on the outlook, that 
the British admiral was made acquaint- 
ed with every tack which they made, 
while he himself studiously kep^ out 
of view, lest, upon seeing the number 
vt his vessels, they should return to 
Oadia harbour. At length, at day- 
break on the 21st, their ^ple fleet was 
descried, drawn up in a semicircle, in 
close order of battle, about twelve 
jmilcB ahead ; and Kelson, who had 
X)revioasly arranged the order of at- 
tack with his worldly secind in com- 
mand, CoUingwood, and fully explain- 
ed it to the olfleors of the fleet, made 
signal to bear down in two lines per- 
pendicularly upon the enemy. He 


had iwmt^-fieren Ml ofijb^ Une and 

'Ihd lor^r .Mng 

ilio^^daoTdiem iresf^ 

who took 

^ e&etuiil pirn in battia which 

KlB. Kels^^ was, to 

bear down u|>p¥^ the in two 

columns, and Ibns bt^ak ^e line in 
two plaM at oada Is ^ds way he 
thought it waa mnot likdfy^thgt aach 
^ip would be bro«^t #pMtily into 
close action with its imtwonist, and 
the greatest chance of deciwre aneoeas 
be obtained Yillcneuve'a instructions, 
as the British lay to windward, Were 
to lie in close order and await the 
attack. The fleet was drawn up in two 
lin^, and so arranged on the whede, 
that at the interstices of each two ves- 
sels in the fjunt line the broadside of 
one in the second presented itself— 
a combination as well imagined as can 
be conceived, to meet the anticipated 
British manoeuvre of breaking the line. 
The front line, commanded by Ville- 
neuve himself and Admirals Alava and 
Bumanoir, consisted of twenty-on r, 
line-of*lmttlo ships ; twelve under Ad- 
miMs Gravina and Magon formed the 
second. Villeneuve’s mstructions b) 
his captains were general, to obey the 

In oommiui^::ating bis plan of attack to 
Co'diugwood, Meison, who was altugothor 
destitute of proiessionnl jealousy, wrote— 
” 1 send you my plan of attack, as far a« a 
man dare venture to guess at the very un- 
certain position the ouemy may he found in ; 
but it w to piaeo you perfectly at ease ro- 
fttwctlng my intentions, and to give ftdl aci^pe 
t 9 your judgment for carrying them hit* 
eiKccuUou. Wc can, my dear ColU, havo no 
little jealousies. Wc have only one great 
object iu view, that uf aunihilatiug our ene- 
mies, and getting a glorious peace fbr out 
countrj'. No man has moro couhdenno m 
anoUur than 1 havo in you, and no man will 
render your services more jusboe than your 
very ola friend, Nelson and Brtmtc.*" Nel- 
son said tji hk captains, that knowing his 
{mtoiee ohlact to ?>« that of a dose ai»a de- 
cisive action would supply any deUdency of 
dguals; and in case tney could not be seox 
or understood; no captain can do wrong wh(> 

g laeeB his ship alongside that of an euemy " 
o itnpressed were these nckblo veterans with 
the g^deur of the plan of atUkk jiK^posed 
to th^, that many of them shed tears m hii> 
presesoc.— ^flocTUxv, it 248, 244. 



isorfi 0r BUROPK 

Bign^e 1»0 i^ht m0k» dtidug tlie ■e.'l sail<!nc% liowevcor, adniired 

tion, ii^ to iiae.tlk«»ir utmo«t omfy the imiitj iiit)4 «plettdour th6 

com^lb i^MacA of iuo- 

4i^0l»86rv«diofim0lKb«^^ ^’Whata 
#osT yonHur Ai|B ufonldP nudte 

IftBt tmeri and ii wfti i^axil% bf tha^ at ^itibieid 1 il|dacMix/ twlteii he ap* 
brave iia^'who(|paein^^ peai^ on 1 ^e/qaft*ie^^ liis 

rnandcd, > ColHagrwood^ In 13^,^ admteal '8 fto^eoalv beai;^ on hie 
Sovei'elgn* hd the tot emninh bf &e left hi'iiaiit tor etava/ the mei|:ida of 
Biitiahr ;&^lowed <tod^' by the Belle' the dilteiMt eiders With ivhitih he iraa 
isle and llto» l^elahW^Wnself, in the inAsted ^ the etQeers on bound la- 
Vietoix headed the eepencff immedi- mented such a diapUy, which H wee 
ately Wiier whom bame the Temeraire evident wouM flwi^ him to certain 
and the tfeplime* When the linee death ton the enemy^e merkatnea ; 
weire completely formed^ and the ahipa but they knew it wae in rain to re* 
bearing rapidly down on the enemy, monetmte, ne hie resolndmiim 
so that it WAS evident dh eugiagement and he had before bee% hmid to say, 
was inevitable, Neleon retired to hie "la honour 1 gained theinij <and in 
cabin and wrote the^folloaring prayer : honour I will die With tbem.^* He 
— “ May the great Ood whom I wor- waa in good spirits, but ealm *nd se^ 
Khip grant to my country, and for the date ; not in that eihilaratioii with 
benefit of Europe in general, a great which he had entered h&to battle at 
and glorious victory, and may no mis' the Nile and Copenhagen : rt eseemed 
conduct in any one tarnish it ; and as if be neither expetjWd noT wished' 
may humanity idter victory be the pre* to Survive the action. He aakpd Cap^,„ 
dommant feature in the British fleet ! tain Blackwood drhat hf shtohld daemf 
For myself individually, I commit my a victory ? That officer answered he 
life to Him that made me, and may should consider it a glorious result if 
His blessing alight on my endeavoum fourteen were tyten;|)bt Nelnon re*’ 
for serving my couiitiy faithfully. To plied, he should not beasatisfled with 
Him 1 resign myself and the just cause less than tiventy. He then made aig- 
which is intrusted me to defeipi” nal for the British feet to prepare to 
Noble sentiments to be uttered by such anchor at the close of the day 5 and 
a leader on such an occasion, and when it was given, asked the captain 
worthy to be engraven on the hearts whether he did not think there was 
of all who, like him, are called to the another wanting. After imildng awhile, 
glorious duty of defending the cause of he fixed what it should be; and the 
freedom and i-eligion against the efforts signal appeared at the mostrhead of 
of tyiannic power I a the Victory, the last he ever made, 

104. Never did the ocean exhibit a which will be remembered as Jong ae 
grander B|u.x>taclo than was presented the British name shall endure : E:(?(3' 

by tbe British fleet bearing down qp iJLXn KxrECTs that bveet MA»r will 
the combined squadron^ at noon on no his duty/’ It was received by a 
the 2 Ist October, a f ^w leagues to the rapturous shout throu^out?the fleet, 
north-west of CArw Teafaloau, A which ah'eady rung the knell of those 
long swell w'os setting into the Bay of of France and Spain, althoogh their 
Oudiss ; our sliips, crowding all their seamen wpre brave and experience^ 
Ciiuvasa, moved majestically before it, and animated with the utmost enthusi* 
With light winds from tlie noath-west. asm for Jhe combat which was ap- 
1 tight before them laysthe mighty at- preaching. " Now, said Nelson, “ I 
muinent of France and Spain, tiie sun can do no more ; we must trust to the 
shilling full on their close^set sails, and .Great X>ispc%er of all events, and the 
the vast three-deckers which it eOH' justice of our cause. I thank God for 
tained appearing of stupendous xflag’* this great (qiportunity of doing my 
nitude amidst the lesser line-of-battle duty.'* 

ships by which they were surrodided 11)5. Nelson led thirteen ships of the. 
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line lu tiie Vlistey t OoIHng'»^Psp4 Iwr* 
Um, hi ISkt lloyai Hoymign ; hni 
fttperioir Mdling^of t2]|k 
^luii lihe s^ded% distaiUM^d «& 

iMfT ooSapetitorl; aud Wbb a}rMy uw 
line wlgh ih» Iasi : 
in the odtinux wi»i'«^stall mt miles dk- 
tml ; and as Nelson stet^ iw^ jkdntB 
more to the nc^ than C<iill|ih^<>od» 
in order to ont <M the enein3r ^0tn re* 
treat to Oadki the other cohinm ^as 
first enga^ied.* Considerably ahead 
of all the rest of the fleet was the 
Boyal Sovereign, whioh, with all saik 
set, steered right into the centre 
of the oner's tine, and was ahwly 
envrioped in 4fire, when the n<krest 
vessels, notwithstimding their utmost 
effoiHa, were stiU nearly a mile in the 
mi-. ColUngwood'sgunswerealldouble- 
shotted, and by long previous practice 
he had broujEfht Uie tmining of his men 
to suoh^peafectioD, that they could fip) 
three well-directed broadsides in three 
minUtBs and a k^f. On the monfing 
of the batUe hf ^as in unusual spirits, 
coDverring obeerfully with hts officers. 
‘‘Now, gentlemen,^’ said he, “let us 
do something t^ay, 'i^hich the world 
may tslk of Ifereafter/* “ See,** said 
Kelsoii, “ how that noble fellow Col- 
lin^oi^ carries h'a ebip into action V* 
whue Collingwood, well knowing what 
would be passibg in the breast of bis 
oommandsr jmd friend, at the same 
rime observed, What would Nelson 
give to be here !*’t When Villeneuve 
beheld the manner in which the hos- 

* Nelson, in down, made signal 

when the ships entered into action to cut 
away tiieir canrots. in order that no handa 
might he lost in furhug the sails. The loss 
to the fleet in a few tnlmites wsis ne‘u:ly 
ilSlOO.OOO ; but to tliis admirable pieoo of fore- 
«kht much of the early success was owing, 

t Tbs classical reader will remlleot the last 
words of Ileotor in his combat with the 
heavmi-defemled Achilles ^ 

** Nuv M* 

Ms wrVit^c/ 9o< mzXiiSf 

’AXkk fiuam iilzf «r ^ 

/ctttU, X. 6g6. 

“ *Tui true I perish, yet I perish great: 

Yet in a mighty deed I shStl expire : 

Let future ages hear it, and admire t ** 
Pop*. 

I^ew Identical is the heroic imirlt in siini> 
tar drcumstanoesln all ahes of the worid t— 
Vasao,(i^.i4Axim 


rik bsark^doim upoi^ hie 

'Axkb4rrik Bd|»l SOYOffstl^ a 

:bf)0ttdi4da a&d.a;lMdf. 

Jioaringit dovmimd^^ 
ing four hmo«|rod ^ bar im* Four- 
wdns disabled b J single 
Ibenwhostib^rapidlyround, 
she lay elongs|i|0 h:er so dose, that 
rile lower yefd4 of ilk two vessels Were 
looked togethex^, and, the of 

their guns literafliy ioudbed eatdi oriier. 

106. The Spanish edmir^ Akva, 
seeing that it was the intention of thg 
Eoyal Sover<^ ri> eogW him tb ke* 
ward, had brought^ all his strebgih to 
the starboard aide ; and sudh was the 
weight of hiometal that bis first broad- 
side made the Boyal Sovereign heUltwo 
streaks out of the water. A furious 
combat now ensued between the two 
first-rates; but such tms the rapidity 
and precision of the Eo^ Sovereign's 
fire, that the dischaigeg of the Spaniard 
rapidly became we&er and weaker; 
and it was expected by the English 
that she would be compelled to strike 
before another British ship had g^A 
into close action. This dk^oe, how- 
ever, was prevented by the San Justo, 
Indomptable, Fougueux, and San Le- 
andro, which grouped round the Boytil 
Sovereign when they saw their admi- 
ral’s danger, and assailed her on all 
sides by such a vehement cross-fii-e 
that their balls frequently struck eaoii 
other above the deck of the Eoglkh 
Begardless of his danger, Oot- 
lingwood continued for ta-enty minutes 
pouring bis broadsides into bis first- 
r^te antagonist^ and with such effect 
that ahe at length returned his fii-e 
only by a single gun, at long iiitervalB 
from each otlmr. Still, with a firmnesa 
worthy of the Spanish characiter, the 
admiral continued the contest, relying 
on the assistanoe of his friends, who 
nowdufxtered round the English vessel 
so closely thalTshe was ei^iFoly hid 
from the remainder of the ffeek The 
sailors in the other British vessels com- 
ing up, watched with intense anxiety 
the *bpemng of the smoke, which at 
length showed the British flag waving 
uncofiquered in rim midst of the nume- 



180 &] simitt ormotK. ^ 

Irnpoor 

wUeh IfMwklfe #»!f» to ««id 

^>eiti 0 »^ JMouU^ aad 

ton/ mid Im ^ wii!<^ At cm« d^ttook tko Tl^tory, ts 

bore 1^ the IMUMied miA ^Uhm^UAf 

Prince d^ Astutiift; th«fc«>f tin^oi^ fonnH her bro^td^, treble- 

the Spanish sdutM Qmina, com- shatfe^|aibtheBu<mntii(^;^ 
bated bravely the Polyphe> tertiblr^dSect, thala^tefnur h^ 

rniiBt Neptime* itobr^^ Tonnaot, mtn were killed wounded by the 
which succea^Tsly; hotw without discharge. 'While Hetening with cha* 
any decided adranihjlie Mng for long raoteriatio avidity to the dealenW 
perceptibl<» on either side. cTash made by ihmr shot in Prenen 

107. Heanwhile Ne1|9<>n, burning with hulk the Briw crew wem nearly suf 
anxiety; Was orowdih|";iidl sail to reach fooahed by the clouds of black sme^m 
the scene of daam; and as he ep- whkm entered timViotey^ajj^rt^holei^ 
pi'oached within £ mile and a half’s and Kelson and Bsrdy had mdr clothes 
distance, single slmts webe fired from covered by the volumes of dmt which 
difihr^t vessds in the enem/s line, issued from the omznbling tmodwoike 
some of whichfellshort, and others ^ent of the Buceotaumi^s stem. In advatt- 
over, until at length one went through eing, the Victory reoeivdd a dreadfial 
the Victory's mtin'topgaHant-BaiL A broadside from the French Keptune ; 
minute or two of awful ailenoe ensued, but, without retoming a aho^ palied 
during which the Victory continued to oif to the Eedoi^tabl 9f with wbm s)ie 
advance^ When all at once the whole grap^tled, and oommepced a Ihriotti 
van of seven or eight ships opened a conflict^ while with her o&cr gnus (dm 
conoentric fire upon her, of such sever' engaged ^e Bncentanre and Bantis* 
it/ as hardly ever before was directed silna Trinidad. * Captaj|k Harvey, in the 
at a shlt^e ship. At this perilous mO' Temeraire, fell on boOrd the Eedout' 
nieut the wind, which had long been able on the other side/ao that these 
slight, died away to a mere breath, so three ships formed |s cciknpaot a tier sa 
that the Victory advanced still more if they had been moored together, medr 
slowly, idbughing majestically through heads all lying the same way. The Hen- 
the waves, Unable from her position to tenants of the Victory npcm this de^ 
return a single shot Presently a hall pressed their guns, and dimi&islied the 
knocked away the wheel^every man charge, lest the shot should pass through 
at the poop was soon killed or wound- and injure the Temeraire; and as every 
ed--the spars and ri^ng were fallifig shot from the Victory set the Eedout* 
on all sides-^while the crew, with their able on fire, the British sailors stood 
lighted matches in their hands, stood at with buckets of water in Ukcir hands, 
their guns, long waiting, with the and extinguished the flames in Uie 
ness which discipline alone con give, enemy's decks os they arose, lest they 
the signal to return the fire. At this should invcdve both ships in destmction. 
moment, Nelson’s secretajy, Mr Soott, 109. After the first disehaige, the 
was killed by his side. ** This is too Bedoutable closed her lowei^deok ports, 
warm work, Hardy,^’ said he, to last and fired /rom them no more, fearing 
long,” 08 he continued with his cap- that she would be bosrded from the 
tain, amidst the scene of destruction, Victory. ^ Seeing thjs^ and thinking she 
his accus^med slow v^lk in the centre bad struck, Nelson twice ordered the 
of the veHsel. He at first steered for filing into her to cease ; but her crew 
the bows of the Bantisslma Trinidad^ still kept a murderous warfare from 
which he iumgin<^ bore the French the decks and tops : and to this he flail 
admiml, though his flag was nof yet a victim. The sixty-eight poundom^ 
hoisted ; but ns the Victory approoim- indeed, on the Victory’sforecsatle* ea^ 
©d, the ouomy closed up, and prdletited loaded with five huuored musket-lNllti^ 
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aoba cleared the Eedfkutabk’!* '^ 
vaye j but a deetructiy^ dr4 wee 
up from her 5^re and tope, le j 
Kelso]| wae walking m the 
deck, he waa pierced hy a wbStrCecriti ' 
one of the Fr^oh lag^rksmen. not more . 
than fifteen diStani, , *' They have 

done for me, at 2eat> fle^rdjfe^^lMwd he, 
« I hcipe :noV* said Hardy. ’ ^ tee,** 
he replied; '^^vzay h^t^one le ej^ot 
Ihrough.*^ He wais imhi^ately earned 
below ; but even then, euch waa hia 
piHfseuce of mind, that he directed th^ 
tiiler-i'ope, which had beed cut away, Id 
be replacNS^ and taking out his hand- 
l^vahief, ^j^ered hie face and etars, 
lest the dw Should be diacouri^d by 
the sight The cockpit was crowded 
with wounded and dying men ; he in- 
sisted that the BUtgeon githould leave 
him and attend to those to whom he 
might be ttselful, ^ For to me,” said h^ 
** ypu eSa do nothing.” All that coum 
be done was to fan him with paper, and 
givb him lemon^e t<\ assuage hlB bdWi- 
ing thirst Sot great a calamity as the | 
mprtal wouhd of Nels^yn necessarily 
occasioped some ooi^sioU on board 
the Victory; ami the JVench officers in 
the Redoutablf, perceiving this, though 
without being awiire of its cause, were 
preparing to boaM the Victory, when 
a dreadful broadside from the Teme- 
raii'e, which struck down two hundred 
men, at once destroyed Uio boarders, 
and nearly disabled the Redoutable for 
the I’cmaiadei' of the action. 

no. Meanwhile the battle continued 
with unabated fui’y in ail directiom 
At a quarter past, two the Santa Anna 
struck to the lioyal Sovereign, after an 
uninterrupted combat of two hours' 
duration ; but the loss on board of the 
Kngliidi ship was also very sevci-e, and 
sh 4 wto reduced to nearly as unman- 
ageable a state as her gigantic oppo- 
nent. During the latter ptirt of the 
action, Coliingwootl took his men off 
the poop, that thty might »ot be un- 
necessarily 6xp>08ed ; but be long after 
remained there, fearless of death him- 
Belf. At length, deBCcnaing to the 
‘quarterdeck, he Visited the sailors, en- 
joining them not to waste a shot; look- 
ing liimself along the guiis to see that 
fthey were properly pointed, commend- 


: betide himf'^eA'ten 

: hi^e fit Asxim' 

; ‘toy , 

I ;c^e' toihbat ^tb;^-^;«dbhthble, 
^ce|^ m 

en pSi-e trowed 

the enemy Weonie wlmln u hundmi 
yards, and toto j^UPed in a btpndeido 
with bioh effect mt'she 

fell a perfect abcMmd cf the Eng- 
lish vessel, ixtd Wee eo 6 n after a«med, 
withht 1 ^ere^i 8 timc^^% Out 

of seven hurMd of whim her 
crew consistiid at the commenoament 
of the action, four hundred were killed 
or wounded.*' The other British test^, 
as they successively ctune into aetiern, 
engaged in cloKie combat the nmreat 
ships of tlie enemy ; and^ when the ar*, 
rivd of the remote parts of the eolumnit 
had reduced the great odds agsluBt 
which theleadinglme-of-batyeships hud 
at first to contend, the wonted superlori' 
ty of the English soon became apparent. 

Ill, Before three o‘clbck ten ships oi‘ 
the line had struck.’ By degrees the 
muaket^^era in the tO})s of the Itedout- 
able were picked off by the Victory's 
marines; and at length her whole mastti 
and rigging fell across the Tumerauv .s 
bows, w'hich forming a bridge of com 
municatiou U'^tweeu the two combat- 
aota, she w'lia boarded and taken pos 
session of by the crew of the EuglisU 
vessel, which thus haul the glory of ca]>* 
thring an antagonist on the right and 
loft. Seldom had a ship been more g.il- ^ 
lantly defended ; out of six hundred ami ’ 
furty-three men who com posed her cre w, 
three Inmdred had been killed, and t'.vD 
hundred and twenty wounded, befou) 
she struck.* ' Equally dreadful was the 
carnage mi board the Buceutaure, which 

^ Tl)o marksman who had wounded Xe- 
son did not escaipe. hbortly iifter the iato r 
fell, the ^rmof waa ho sovero tlut a>i 
old quartonnoHCell who had Boon the toair 
firo, and two midshipmen, alone worn left 
on the Ylotory's piwn. Thf' two mjdahip- 
nfjan kept firing, and no sup;)hed thuiu with 
car'^dgoa The old Quartormjistor i^antci 
to tffe man who liad fired the fatal shot, v, Ikj 
wore A glazed liat and white frock. Both 
midsb^meu then fired, and the man fell.— 
SotTTIffcY; ii. 260, 270. 
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hjwL waWved 16r«Lw)ti*A .M hmM^^ ** ThAt> well;* replied Nel«on, 

Sa^lKxip ft?r .twenty;^* .w^d 

dom ai»4iH added, “Am- 

nitSia^ Aaii^ ''■'** .My nSil-sim' laiiiftrd Kdidiit:^ X>o you malL'e 

Biki^liadi# 'jia''4i»ar .sda^dSardy/’ %&id Ue. 

aevtt!^.^ 'aivd'^^luMted hu 

, m ' ofii cd^a^ **K0w;f^Falil^^a;M^ i *’ said 
board, bttt W Toide-^W be beard^n HeliMia; MiiMwOod, l^b^ dope my 
that Bwfbi duty {^ . 

the BuoeuiatMre tt^vColours, with di^cblt ; but be Wee i^beate^beiu^ 
VtU^neiiTe 0u b<W^ j< the masts t<esay, 1 Wve d^i^ my 

of ^e l^imti^uua Ttdi^s^ which had duty I ** He often prayed wiib the 
been ex|WjMd to a^iiemendous raking chaplain, and fi:^uentl3rft^ 

to ton to Yictoyyv S'eptune, Lrevia- Pray formed WMor** m oontinned 
than, and Conqueror, leM .i^ith a fe^ in mmt p$ln to three houn and a 
crash, imd she waa ip^possession oi^ hal^ and expired at haiyf^pl^ four^with' 
when wholly dia^W^by a boat from odi a groan, leaving a pato johrivallbd 
the Pi*in6e. ^ even in to glorious annakip^ the Eng- 

lli While TOfeoiy/wss thus every- lish navy, 
where declai'ing to to British arms, 118, The combindddeetnoW presented 

Kebon was lymg iU to cockpH in the most melantoly specti^e. I* 
to utmost anxiety to hear the de- ever^ direction v^ere to to jton only 
tails of the battle. As Captain Hardy floatmg wrecks or dismanpi^ hidks. 
could not to above an hour leave The proud armament, late Wjk i^)eiidi4 
to deck, he repeatedly exclaimed, was hddJed, shatten^, by 

Will no one bring Hardy to me I He shot, Quna of totress were h^^d pn 
must be killed : ne is surely dead/' all aides ; and in eviry qiuuter to 
At letigth he came down ; they shook British boats were to be seen hastening 
hands in silence. Hai^y in vain strove to the vto^eis %'hich had sn^t^dered, 
to suppress his feelings at th.ut painful to extneate their c/Wvs toDa their 
momeni Well, Hardy,” said Heh perilous situation. The Alg^sh^, with 
son, ** how goes the day with us ? '' — Admiral Magon on board, eomhated 
** Very w^ell," replied Hardy ; ten to to last with th? utmost resolution ; 
ships have striuk, but five of the van and the crew were preparing to board 
have tacked, and are coming down the Tonnant, when they were torn in 
upon the VicUuy; but 1 have ctjled pieces by a broadside £mm an Englis>h 
two or three fresh ships round, and \essel on the other side. Though 
have no doubt we shall give them a wounded both in to arm and thigh, 
drubbing.” — I hope,” said Nelssn, and all but fainting from loss ,pf blou*l, 
“none of our ships have struck?” — the heroic Magon still coutinued to ani- 
“ There is no fciu* of that,” replied inattj his men, when he strurk by 
Haidy. — **' 1 am a dead man,” tj^en a grapeshot in the breast, and instantly 
said Nelson ; ** 1 am going fast : it expired. The Alg^siras now surreii- 
will be all oyer with me soon.” Mean- dered : out of a cmv of 640 men, 830 
while loud cheers from the ci^ew of had been struck down, long 

the Victory announced eveiy succes- nineteen ships of the line had struck,^ 
sive ship of the enemy that stmek, and with Vhleneuve, the oommander-in- 
at every renewal of the joyous feouuds chief, and the Spanish admirals A lava 
the countenance of the dyings hero was and Cisi^eroe, On<^of them, the Achille, 
illuiniuatod by a pasiing light, Soon of seventy* four guns, h^id blouii xip 
after HaTdy went up to the deck, but after she surrendered ; but eighteen 
retired in about fifty minsites, gnd shitw of to line, including two first- 
taking Nelson by the hand, congratu- rates, the Sautissima Trinidad, of a 
lated him, even in the arms of death, hundred and thirty gdns, and Sauia 
on his gltJrious victory ; adding Hiat Anna, of a hundred ^d twelve, were 
fourteen or fifteen of the enenlft^ were in the hands of to British, and lay in 
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loibgMl ^nfuato of k^ wmd, ao* Mto th^ B^h 

rediriMI^ In thi» ex- «y p,3^|}»0 B^aaliii j)rkwilfluch h»d 

treiaii^ 3lidtaM with aiao itriiQle oolpn»; a ^iroaxQfitaaoe 

foWSk 

tl^ Mid away f^r 

wim'tha; 

Qoitvi^ttie aaw maBy a 

M^pador Ipfoo aamoaea tM^a^aaik tiha l!#6 imdoiaij; whicl|L 

his im0dTiag. teesuti^af the 

wmli. He,>iui xaaiMly wounded, iioo 

bowavar, and .sooa aftar. died. Lisa mach aocapiad k 
honoaraHe mm theeondaot of iudmM numeroos ^prass k he , able to igke 
Jkmaaoir, who, wiihfoarFiwaiohldups, chase; and Btiisisanolt 8t(k>d 
took to flight, poudng hie broadsides, northward andgot elear off, only, haw- 
• Th&cmhp^tlTo Btrsngth of tbb two fleets was as followf 

. Butihb. ' , 


1. Vtct<Hy, . 

8. l^oyal Sororelg: 

X Untanoia. . 

4. Tetneralre. 

5. Priaoe, 

t. Keptuoe. . 

7. Bikdnought» 
X TdojDsntk 
a. BeDetsle. . 

10. J^vengi^ ’ ^ 

11. Jlsrs, . 

12. BpStiAUi^t . 

IS. Befiaiie^ . 

14« Ootiqtt«Hnir, 
k Befenps, • 

10. Bblomua •« 

37. Xjevisitbaif . 

IS. AditUes, . 

19. BeUeroi^oc, 

20. Hlnota^, « 

21. Orion* 

22. Swiftsure* . 

28. Mslx, 

24. Thtuiderer, 

25. Folyphemiis, 

26. Adlcik 

27. Agamemnon, 


CAVT^im. 

Hardy; Admiral Kelson. 


Botberam,; AdmhaiOolUnowood. 
Bullen; Admiral^ Karl of KortbesX 


Harvey. 

Orimiall. 

Freemaiitle. 

Conn. 

Mer. 

Hargood. 

Moonom. 

Bufl: 

Bir Franois JiSfoiay. 
Parham. 

PeUew. 

Hope. 

Morris. 

Bayutun. 

King. 

Cooke. 

Mansfield. 

Codrmgton. 

RuthenOrd. 

PHford. 

Btockham. 

IfedmilL 

Pigby. 

Derry. 


Prigates, 4 


1* pucentanre, 

2. Bemddable, 
fi. Keptiine, . 

A Inaomptable* 

5. Alf^aiiaB, . 

6. pSto^ 

7. Mont Blanc, 

& Int^ide, 

a. SwilksurA « 
10, A%k 

Ih Bcipt^ 

12. Pngnay Tronlx 

18. .Bexwii^, 

14. AiwonaatA 

15. AebitiA » 
lA Redoutable, 

17. Fongueitx • 

18. 


A now nisroflEi) or. 

Taken and wrecked. 

Escaped, taken by 81r B. Btracban. 
F4Kaped, tmln^uri^ 

Taken and wrecked. 

Takes^ bat got idio Cadiz dismasted. 
EaoapiM in a sinking state. 

Esc^Msd, taken by Bir B. Btracban. 
Burnt. 

Taken, djd sent to Olbraltar. 

Taken andwreolbad. 

Escaped, taken by Bir B. Btradlau. 
Bsciqied, taken by Bir R. Btraotian. 
Taken Shd wreolM 
Wrecked near Oadbs. 

Burnt 

Taken and sunk 
Taken and wrecked. 

EscopKi to Cadis. 
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MWtAar 

fiotiadroa^ «ud ^ 3^^ 

ieh l)«,rb«^.‘ * ‘ 

Il4v4i ImuI 1>m» 3Wrfm;» dyl^i 

Admlwd' J»'' 

hfiY« Urn MS» tiidrlo* jbive, 

been followed i^ Im^ i^otild 
be% bmugbt bk^ilztebi^ mUft pme» 
in salei^ to 'As it viui, lie 

deeined it e& peceutioii, 

or wee vnot .j^retticabk, till nine at 
ni^t^ i^d tW iMKQiiei^tieiieBe proved 
emhi^ly 4ytiaA^n£f Eerly on tbe 
morning of the 2*id a etrong eoniherly 
wind arpee» yn^ iKIilidlf weather, and 
a heavy aweli «et in the Mkntio 
into the Bay of (Mist Nofcwitbataud- 
ing the utmost eijstta ^ the Birittah, it 
found impepailhleio keep the pruies 
in tow, or make iieeeaaary aepaira 
on their jderoed wad mined aides, to 
tenable th^ to ride out the gale ; aUd 
the oonscN^uenoe was*, that moat of them 
drifted their cables, and either founder^ 


Adatjea 0 ]r* wre<dced onikeehaat* 
1?he crew oA ifche Algdairaa rose upon 
the sfleod«e .9|tt2ih gtu^ which had 
'h^ ■ with 

‘her 

l»d #e 

liah pHae orew ^ ^eir pa- 

wde 'to^'th^' wT 



oflioar in 
liajrbou% pm to sea with tve 
aaB of ikuiV l&a and dre frigates, 
lhe*oi|}y pi# of the oombmed dmt 
whinh waa in a condition for aer- 
vloe,»iA the hope of reoaptutii^ aotne 
of the dismaated hulls udiicfi wise 
d^fting about the c^t. Thaniltish 
inatan% formed in line of battle, cover- 
ing such of the prizes m th# atill had 
in tow, and the French dS not ap* 
proach wiihiii guiphot; but^eirfHg- 
atea succeeded ixf getting hold of the 
Santa Anna and Spanish* Kisptun^ 
which drifted into thair handa, and. 
4>rought them intQ*Cadj& Many znel* 


IS. SantisaimaTrhddada, 

20. Prince dea aaturiiui, 

21. gnuta Anna, 

22. Bapo, 

22. Ncptuno, . 

S4. Ai^tauta, 

29. Bahama, 

20. Ifontaner. ^ 

27. Ban Augnstino, 

2S. Bon lldafoDffO. 

20. Ban jiuta Kepomuoeno, 

80. Httmarca. 

81. Ban P'ranciaco do Asis, 

82. BimJuBto, . 

88. San Leandro, 


Spakssii. t 

GUNa now otsrosBth or. 

130 Taken and sunk. 

112 ^ISkwpcd dimruuited. 

112 Taken, but MM^ped^inasted. 

100 Taken and wrodked. 

84 Taken and wrecked. 

84 Taken and ■nnk. 

74 Tsken end sent to Oibrsitav. 

74 Pkcaped to Oadia. 

74 Taken and burnt. 

74 Taken and sent to Oibraltar. 

, 74 Taken and sent to Qibiwtar. 

74 Taken and wrecked 

74 Taken and wrecked 

74 Ifisc’aped to Cadta dismasted 

* 64 Eecapod to CAdix dismasted 


38 of Unv 
P'ngates 6 


2,684 

• Abstract. 


Taken at Trafidgar. 

Taken by gir E. Stracban, 
Sunk, , * . . 

Escaped to Ctadla, wrecks, 
Beci4)ed to Cadis uninjured 


IS ... 

4 
1 
« 
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-NelsoiPb Jkgpatehe$, vii. 141, 142 ; aUd vU. 220, 222. * 33 

♦ A practical proof of the beneht which might have been d^ved to the fleet 
prii^es, fitsn attendii^esbo Kelson’s dying instructions, was afibraed by the Befimoe. TOs 
vegapi, with its prise, the Ban Xldefonso, anchored and rode out the frale in safety. The 
S^)(iftsure and Bmiama prises alsoanchored, and wm saved. a jibs, iv. 186. ^ 

t lu jnstioi* to CoUingwood, hewevois it must be stated-tliat many high naval authorities < 
aie of ofunii'n that it he had anchored immediately after the battle, the conaeqUonoes 
might have been flital to many of the British squadron, not one of which wa^ lost by .p»t- 
Bidng the opposite course ; and that* when thesigna) to anchor was given at nine at mi^t. 
many voseels. including the Victory itself were incapable of obeying, --C0iA.umwoo», 

1. 101, 192, ftofe. * J 


Atnoi^ the woui&dH imp^ 

dwj^tatim wm im«k«d W iMiia^^ lare- 

liavii»g'oii.;1»f»i^ own, tik# 

.Olt^\i«0li|‘:i^' loSI&r tlM» tine' 

tOHk^r^ 4 ftomikd »wi«h^ M Ibr 

B^e c^ llk« «knd«red in 

gidGi j., iDl^ei^ wbt:t mnk th^ Bl^itlali. silbfld be oei*#|b tttta&ded:l»(». yftim 

Sbicdr enlf reeidb^^ aiafelgr. 4^!fy^e«ome 

tbe BHtitili W'tk' Adinix^ ¥06^ 4f nsibiee^^n .1^ de- 

neutre, Alava, 'i^ Cieneros, beeidet dSaihed mt ilti» 
twenty tboueand ptiaononi,, inokdiiig thrown into th^ mde ehnnld hot be 
the land forces on board** and the Qom- considered as femners of war; and 
bined fleet was almost iotally annihi- the Spanish soldi^ garewp their own 
laied, while their own lofu was only beds to their idiipwreefcad enemias. 
sUtee 1 ^^hQndl:ed and ninety men killed Already was to be seen the cKhiihnenoe> 
endVound^ ‘^Sia-and-twenty ships moot of that hof^tfelt eShmoa, w^ 
of the line/' says Qeneralldathieu I)u- was so soon destined to take piboe be* 
mas, "at Trafalgar ot Cape Ortegal,t tween these generoiie eiiesales; end it 
were compelled to sinke their colours, was amidst the tenlpests of 'iWftIgsr 
It may tmly be aaid that there weie that the feelings wetw produced wl^oh 
left oi0y a few remnants of the fleet brought them tb emnd side by aide at 
which two months before had Vittoria and Toulouse. 

England with alarm." 4^ 116. Xo words ean deseribe the 

115. An intei'ckange of courteou# mingled feelings of joy and grief, of 
deeds to<d£ place ^between the British exultation and melancholy, which pet^* 
fleet and the Spaniards at Cadis. The vadedthe Britishenipiro up6n thenews 
magnitude of the disaster had extm- being received of the battle of Trafal* 
guished all feelings of iMtatiou, and gar. The greatest naval victoiy ro- 
brought the people iuto that state of corded in the annals of the world had 
sad exaltation which is nearly allied to been gained by their arms. The dan* 
generous' emotion, ^dnural Coiling* gers invasion, the menaces of Napo* 
vrood made an offer to send all the Icou, were at an eud.- Becure in their 
wounded Spaniards ashore ; aprox>osal sea-gitt isle^ they could now behold 
which excited the^ deepest gi*atitude in ndthout alarm the marshalled forces of 
that high-spirited people, aivd W'as at Kuro{>e arrayed iu husUltty against 
the st«.me Idiue a seasonable relief to them. In a single moment, from the 

* This number may appear Irugc, and the t Tlfc siibseouentactitm with Sir B. fltrachiuj 
tdftoU knuif iudiidiug prisoners, is stated by t In the nviUstor this sewno of nilu, Atlouml 
M. TbiWS to have been only 7000 men.— Oolljnjrnood did not neglect the duty which 
Tnisita, vU. 172. This number, however, is he owed to the Supreme Pisposer of all 
exnUnUve of those who fell into the hands of eveu^. On the day after the iHitUe, the fob 
the vleWofS, but escaped during the stuixn. lowuig general order was issued to the fleet : 
The took nineteen ships of the line, ' The Almighty OikI, whose arm is strength, 

iucludiili two first-rates, the Santiseima Tri- having of his great msrey been pleasea to 
mdad Santa Anna. la three of iiie crow-u the exmions of hia nndoaty*s fleet 
seventy ^foHZi taken, the prisoners were 800 with sueoess, in giving them a eoroplete vie- 
each. — JPwp. rii. 22(J. Applying tide tory over theUr eaeinies on the 21»t of tJos 
to the whole nineteen ships taken, t!te crews month, and that all pradse and thanksgiving 
of ^idps wotdd be lt», 2(^0. and as there may be oSbred up %o tbe tbrime of gmoe fur 
were two m»t*iutes tak^ii, and 40OU troops tlm ^at bcilbfl t to our country and to 'man- 
on baiird, under Ooocrut Coutarmn— ICuir kind, 1 have thougbi proper that a day 
LtNowoon lb IfcttAAnsw, 24th Oct. 1805; should bo ajmofntea for a general ♦mmiliu* 
Jfeism Jkifpi vlt ^7}— the number^l peraoua tion befote Ood^ and thanksgiving fiir his 
on board the ptiaeft oould hot bo less than moroiifltl goddnm, imnloring forgiumess of 
20,000. Lord Collingwdod accordingly suys, sins, a continuation of his divine lucny, and 
'* In the captured amps, Wo took 20,0(H> pri> his c<^naiantaid to us in defence of mir coun- 
wyners, including troops.*'— 'Ln&h Cot- tty, liberties, aiid laws, Without which' the 
LTKowooD to J.H. l^nacgiWT, Esq., 2d Nov. utmost eflbrts of man are naught,*'— Con- 
1805 i J>€$p. vii. m 'MKOWOoli i. 172, 


18050 msToiiy of simoFj;. 

mult of me 
; p^ed frcm 

tude to OHO of *|ttd«;piwia|eO;3M^ •o^ 

curityv 

wewj, ^ y«fe 

b;^. Whom: heotk IShlnod. The 

fe^nge weiO mm morep^or- 
ful lihttxi thoeO of gjttMMode ; andlEtig- 
^tid» tlM> -dt Iwr AOtHfoxikt 
gnmh in the dil^« i«en3^d leim eeeure 
than when, ixi pmm^ of hw yet un- 
eoUtl^ed enemiee^ eht protected by 
the hero whdee lOemiog eword turned 


id 


every wny. • 

117 ; Imd ^ he added that all the 
hoaaoumwhiohhgrateftd rounttyooiild 
beatow wei'O heaped upup the memory 
of I/ord Jtfeleoiii Hk brother liras 
made an earl, with a grant of £ 6 r »00 a- 
ya^ i jeiD, 0 (K> Wtta voted to dach of 
hi* aiaiemi and for the pur- 

chase of an eetah^ A public funeral 
wag decreed, and a monument by the 
nation in the place of his iuteiment, 
8 t I^aul'g cathedral. The juiucipal 
oitiew of the empire vied with each 
other in electing monutuento and 
feitatuea to hig memory. Admiral Co}- 
lingwood was made a baron, and receiv- 
ed a pension of £2000 a-year j a grant j 
which fir»t raised that noble, ojfl&cer 
from the Btat© ,of comparative clepen- i 
dence which is so often the lot of u{>' 
right intogiuty . Tile remaiue of N ekon 
wciti consigned to the grave iunklgt all 
the pomp of funeral obsequies, in St 
Paur*, followed by a countlegs multi- 
tude of s<UTOwing ispectators. • The 
leaden eothn in which he was brought 
home was cut in pieces and distributed 
as relic* throogh the fleet ; and^when 
at liis interment hk flag was about to 
be loweired into the gf^ve, the sailors 
who aagiated at the ceremony with one 
accord rent it in pieces^ that each might 
preserve a fragment a* long m he lived. 
Unbounded yfm the public grief at his 
untimely end* ih the words 

of his^cloquent bic§rapher^ he cannot 
be said to have fhllen prematurely 
wliose work wa* done ; ntr ought he 
to be lamented .who died bc> full of 
honour*, and at the height ox human 
fame. The moet triumphant dea^ is 
that of the martyr; the miat awful, 


that of thamaxtyred patriot ; tWmaill 
fl^kndid^ that of the hero in the hoflr 
m aod .df 1% oharicft ami 

'hoxaea 

be oe«ud'0<^^^ly 

have dkpai^||3|^^ ^ j^l^^bhuse > of 

Ilk the greatest 

'iiaval e$9eee:df tlm^biiy oiher nation 
wheae achievejhenik')^^ 
fed in hiatciiy; The enmgle* of an 
ardent and ix^tnon* initid were iu 
him wholly l^bkiwbed in pakiotlo feel- 
ing Duty to hi* God; hk King; ami 
country, ooak^ted the aimple ohjeeta 
to wbrn uh^tlled power* epd^ Con- 
summate ptmm wure directed hike 
all othei^ great enxnmmide^ he took 
the utmost pahk te olfiicers 

thoroughly aoq|>al*inted bef^^and with 
hk general plaxi!^ operatu^, but in- 
trusted them vtm Ault i&Cl^onary 
powci* in carrying them^^to execu- 
tion. He possemed the eagle eye which 
fat once diaoe^s the fltti^ movement, 
and the capacity fqf skilful combioii- 
"tion which brings every power at his ^ 
disposal simultaneouely and deokivefy 
^to action.* Sii^e in hk desires, 
enthusiastic ifl ius^ioharactk^^ he was 


alike superior to the love df. wealth, 
the bane of inferior, and envy of <flhors, 
the frailty of amnlkous minds* De v v)- 
tion to bk country VMm in him Mended 
with a oouataut skiab of religious duty ; 
and amidst all the, Ifoenae of arms he 
WAS dlstlngukhed from the flint by an 
early and manly pkty. In later years, 
when hk achievements had marked 
him out as the great defender of Chvk- 
tianity, he considered hixnael/ m an 
instmmeut iu the hand of Providence 
to combat the xnfldel spirit <|f the Ke- 
volution, and commenced hk desputcli 
on the batUe of the Nile by ascribing 
th© whole to Almighty God. Too 
great io be fettered by rules, too ori- 
ginal to condescend to imitation, ho 
consisted hk ci^n inapimilon only iu 
all hk mighty deeds, and in every in- 
stance left the stamp of native genius 
on the* duties, whether elevated or 
humble, which he perfcrmed. Hk 
whole career, from his entrance 
into the navy to the battle of Txaklgor, 
exhibited a pattern of every manly 
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H^OEY OP [osAi*. xatxii 


Vlrtne, cono^tto, oauHiQ^B 

in exmttOQ, ooal 
iA ^'1ih«'ttiioa;t^" iraoocMifiil^^ 

h&smm "p^' iiM' md in- . 

o<ml6 t» 

might be 

4a>^i^ wiimixt t Imt no pnmm 

^elllg was ever j^ect ; n^d thl^ 

^ ftllc^ of frsllt^ wMeh hue deeceoded to 
^ '0 'itdtn our Sk'st parentet long eon* 
oettled in him izttenidfy of petd^ 

<Mn deyotiou, wag at Idsigth revealed 
biy the faednation of ideked- 

!»«««.* ' 

119. ifne battle of Traiy^ mm eoon 
IbEow^ by anotlrer vietdry, which at 
Any othmr period wOtild h^ve excited 
the' most lively eia^a^ioii« but was 
hardly noticed in the iransporU conse* 
quent on that atupendoua event. Ad* 
miral Oumanoif, t^o had escaped from 
the diaaetd* at Oadiz» and croased the 
Bay cfBiaoay in hopes of getting either 
into Eochefort Or Bioat, harboure, felF 
in, on the 9d l^oiiember, with the fti- 
gatee of Sir Blchi^ Stmchan's aqua^ 
dron^ who immediately made ai^al 
that a strange fleet was in eight The 
British admiral totantly gave ohase, 
which was contiiraed two days and 
nightsi durttig whieh« t^ie light Of the 
moon rendered the. enemy visible; 
until at len^h^ at noop on the 4th 
November, the two squadrons were so 
near that Bumanoir was obliged to lie 
to, and receive battle, llie English 
fleet at first consisted of five ships of 
the line and four frigates ; but during 
the chase one of the former was driven 
away by stress of weather, and in the 
Action whh^ followed four Hne-of 
battle cddps and four frigates alone 
were «^gaged. The French had fear 
sail of me Une only, and some of their 
guns warb dhsmonnted from the effects 
of the battle of Trafalgar. The battle 
began at nopn* by each of the British 
line-of'battle sHps extgaging on^of the 

* The ulttmate fate nf the celebrated and 
hewttcliiiw HamiItot% wbeserinfinence 
IcdKelfiaii into the cmel oxecutioxuiat Naples, 
which forms the <mly blot on his public cha- 
racter, was a remariudde instoDce of moral 
retiilnitiofl. She died in France, many years 
afterwarde, alone and iinbefHended, In want 
of the commou necessaries of life. 


enenai;; lifid katei giieat vigo^ 
fen* f wkm E terminated Iti 

^ mo of the Freiioh 

sbki|^ h# MH ^ey were almoat 
^Udfy and bid Ww^jbidned 

a iiHMi af sWim hundred 
killed and wennded. • Grippe #tid 
disputed ae they were, it waa not to 
be expected#^ thejfour French shipa 
Could have wi&tocd the ahot^ of fmm 
flwttb ISngliBh lin^f*bat^ ehipfti edj^ 
port^ by four frighten, who took bh m? 

that they hsd nut stirrendem tIB ibe 
last extremity. Sir Eicbaid Strtudkab 
brought his four prizee into barboui; 
which somewhat conaoled Hie EndiHi 
for the absence of so many of Hxoae 
taken at Trafalgar ; and tbe& satlafoc- 
tion Whs inci'eased W the British loa^ 
being only twen^mhr killed and a 
hundred and elev^ wounded. 

120, It is observed by Mr Hume, 
that actions at sea am seldom, if evin:^ 
so decisive as those at land^a remark 
suggested by Hie repeated itideinshw 
actions between the English and XhriCh 
in the reign of Chariet II., but which 
aifords a striking proof ^of the danger 
of generalising from too litniled a eoh 
lection, of facts. Had he extended hia 
retrospect further, he^would have ob* 
served that the most decisive and im* 
portent of all actions recorded in his* 
tory have been fought at sea. The 
battle of Balamia r^led badk ftom 
Greece the tide of Persian invasion; 
that^bf Actium gave a master to the 
Romai* World ; that of Lepanto arrest* 
ed frn* ever the dfingers of Mahometan 
inva^on m the south of Europe * and 
that of La Hogue checked for nearly a 
century the maritime dSbrts of the 
house of ^Urbon. As important in 
its consequences as the great^t of these 
achievements,, the JbatHe of Trafalgar 
not only at once suoured the indepett" 
donee of England, Hud destroyed all 
Napoleon^s hd^^ ntariHme^ great- 
ness, but annihilated for half a century 
the navies hi Prance and Bpain. llie 
losses of the Moscow campaign were 
repairsa in six months; even the ter- 
rible overthrow of Leipsic was almost 
forgotted in the host which was mar* 



llo£.] BiatPBT Of SUtiOm 

r%ind the lm|p«riiet|i 
W^itwloo, But fMot thi 
&]g«br th^ Eratioh imtf *0«oy«r- 
9 di <u^ duri»(g 

ba wwAdiilfcble 

^ idic^r «w mm $t iw». 

EiT<«f Ipiiiti^iitJy Iwwty 

tial induction ; a sail|cieu% 

broad and l^iaw of hummi 


condi^ona of gmml and last* % dooialfo {xioof tbM iilii^omstg to tfo 


' jt l« $imd V Ka^loon that a 
0eet of tkisrty ali^ of tba line, with 
gtma a|id bcnn^n^^ of men oom plete, 
n^n^ b« m oomsponding at 

aea to an amj of one Mndred and 
twent^r thotissM men at iaudL Judg* 
ing by idiia atandflird, tbe battle of Tra- 
falgar, wbicli tendered uaeleaa fully 
tweaty'dre ahifut ^ tbe line and made 
priae (yi twenty, be conaidered aa 
equivalent to a wbwy where ninety 
tbouaand men out of one hundred and 


twenty thouaand were destroyed. The pFrom ita auperior (Mtiillng#, %htT 


annals of war exhibit no instance of such 
a sttcoeaii aith land fotnes ; it is double 
what even the bidletitM claimed for 
Napoleon at Austuhti!, Jena, or Fried-' 
land. Bven at Waterloo, where alone 
a blow approaching to that inflicted at 
Trafalgar was stmek, the loss^ of the 
French has never b^n estimated at 
above forty thousand men. The loss 
by which tmit decisive victoipr was pur- 
chased, on the side of the British^oiie, 
was nearly nine thousand ; on that of the 
AJiies, above twenty thousand : where- 
as the total k»ss of the English alsTra- 
falgar .waa only sixteen hundred and 
nine^ men; a smaller number than 
perisned in mainy inconsiderable anions 
attended with little or no result in 
Spain.* ThiSaflfordaastdlingini^ 
how compa^vely blopdl^ when 
viewed in relation to the Importanoe 
of the snccesses achieved^ are victories 
at sea : and althotqjb losseh of the 

defeated party are mbdh more severe, 
yet even they bearano sort of pl•OIK>^ 

* The loss atTalaveitt, out of ^,000 
wflii ftOeO: that at Alb^ra, 4000 out of 7fi00 ; 

and out of 'HOOO who famed tbe«tianaiQg 
ooiuntoa at IMidoia nearty 4000 lay on the 
breachcaand la the ditohea of that terriblu 
fortreaa. g 
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tion bi* the enonnnua of blood 
In land bgbti^v (jord Oollingwood eiti- 
m4m 4k$ WMSi mi wounded at 

falgar, navy i^as in 

emaonffic aHnlhjlii^ thou- 

where four 

peririM, w«i^^ beat 


peetthar snsiicmre,^ HVWittovibod by 
others, of bvpiilung the Ihse, 4^ Jbe 
extriMtxBni^;^ of the English 

at SBaarct^iimli, but that :lhe superior 
protm w ^ iMr eailors 

m'e ajohe 'naose nf tb4$^^4riujdipha 
In tmith &e opese^hen cf bMi^og the 
line, whether, jfllt ,p4a: br ''ihn^ is an 
tremely oriti^ 0^ hhoiitdu^ one, ^and 
never will be 
od, suooeea, but % 

of and possessing great«T am 

resources in danger than Its opponent 


ness of the wind, i 

was in action at 1^141^ ' 

roar of the column was stiB )ilx mBea 
distant ahd*fully a quairtk of fu hour 
before another BritSih <^ip ired a shot : 
and ivhole wex^t of the onnAiot, for 

the same reasomfeU upon ^ twelve 
or fourteen Bmihh ships Ufldeh £rst 
got into aetiop, by whom shtisevenths 
of the loss was sutmueAf So far from 
the French and Spauiah fleets being 
doubled upon aud asssikd by a supe- 
rior force, the British fleet itself was 
thus situated ; tuid the victory was in 
foci gained by half its finro4, bi4bre the 
remainder got into action. The arrival 
of this remainder, inda^i gave those 
first engaged a de^ve iidviMdifige, and 
enabled xLq ships whi^ hitherto had 
borne up against sudh desperate odds 
to overwhelm in then* turn their die- 
piriteij^ and now outnumbered, oppo- 
nents ; but had they not been, from 
flint, superior, imd grckotly superior, to 
their lutagouism, they must have been 

f ** Tlfl> total loss was IfiflO, of whl^ 14^2 
belonged to fourteen out of the twenty- 
seven vessels of the fleet. Witli a few ex- 
ceptions, tbe ships so suflfering weit> tn |J*o 
van of their reap©«xive columus,**'*--Jaiti3, 
iv. 111 


^ BiSTORt OF BTJltOPE. [chap, mik 

tnlc^aot t^diffoAcaiti in the <Hit»et mi "Uje tag^iwiiefe “Who can tfcwrt his iro<H># in 
frayi snd' Isia nuniess logs alongsida of lino ti^ Wist the bos4 of the oolniiaii^ 
their the rear of the oo^ ItriS ihoiT ohUin a 4eei8it% adranUge 

Wo^ bjraiiW^ the W 

hm -miiiiiM to pWB^ :W» Ooah^ fch he wniM 

woo4 w»a NdWBj ^uTOwf ow»t»; .*f »t«n^ «4 with ^ 

their oppon«atfi,«<^«»4“w“!fo^- •e«^n^^^Jomii^lteUBtt«thMWi^5•‘ 
eed, Md^ out tlw jMliie edaiirel fyt hmSfhttaokiBgiaootaime whew- 
attat^ when ata^rottttdod by Ms own Mg the line n^fwr shweded 
wselsT What ^onld have been thef the ok>se ^d iMm£l»rons fho of, ibe . 
fete <rf Alaee «a ViBettwre; of ihe ^ogM^ tefttthqrV U^Wji ^ OUIM 
SaMa Anne «bd the Bueentaoi^ if with the Raeriwe. l%ele«*!W*<i«» 
theyb»aihnseBgB|^C!effiBgii«6fld>«nd of briagiofr 
Jicma, the Boysl Sowel|pti and the agaiiiSt one poMt d^dthM Me^ 
Victom iti the mueide of tM^.foaSt in the line, answered peilbctlyi «• an 
the of th# jhkglieh JedE, while Im engaiB^ ^ Austn^ 

three or Jbnro^rhoftM .Mne-of'bettle who laid down their aims or ^retired 
ehips were pootMg ia #>M ehot on aU thomomenttheysawaneaieiny on their 
sides ? WoMdthey not been eom- flank j but when he appHed it to we 
pelled to strflce th:^ ooSionrs In ten min- Bussio^is, he leiina the attackmg 
utes, before the. tardy snoeeeding vee^ column fiercely aesaiMa on ^ iddes by 
fieU conM ocnne up to Mehr support f the troops among whom it had pane- 
12a. In breaking the line, in short, tmted ; and the amifender of Van- 
whether at sea or .land, the head of ihei damme, with »rv«i thousand men, in the 
column mnst neeesaarily be engaged mountains of BoheMM M XSIS, taught 
with a way aup^r force before the him that it ieaveiy different thing to get 
rear and centre etia get up to its anp- into the rear of an army drawti from the 
port: and it from accidental cause*, noiihima«mefiom the imnthof Europe, 
their arrfvaj, as a# Trafalgar, h long 124. It is ft«e<jttehtly amd by ^e 
delayed, it may happen that tMs don- French writers, that «t thw period the 
test against desperate odds may fate of Europe depended uwn 
tinue a very' long ato»--T<J[uite''lo<ig and th^t, if the parties to whom 3vap^ 
enough to m»ove fatal to ah ordinary leon remitted to report on Mr Fulton’s 
assailant. The conclusion to he drawn proposal for the navigation of vee^ls 
from this is, not that Nelson, Iluncan, by st^m had given a diffeient opinion 
and Bodney did wrong, and ran unne- from whet they did, and that invention 
ceasary- haaard, by breaking the line at had been adopted at Boulogne, thetw 
Ti-afalgar, fjamfjerdown, and Marti- can fee no doubt that the mvaaion might 
nique-^qnitethereTem; they did i>er- have been successfully accomplished, 
feotly slight .: but that it is the man- There appears no ^lid gt^d for this 
muvre suited osily to the braver and opinion. Great diebavenes, destined^ 
more eldliM pnrty, and never can prove like those of gunpowder, printiujp:# »»d 
successful enci^ in the hands of the steam, in the end to chan^ the face of 
power po#fU!V ffs M g the superiority in cou- the world, never octne to ma^rlty but 
rage and prowess, though not in num* by slow degrees^. The suMhneet genius, 
bers. Itwillsucceedwhentheheadofthe the most oveririielming iw«r, is not 
column can sustain itself against'double able ip far to ontnt^p the march of time, 
or treble its own force 'mtil the oeutre as to give iq.<me genwi^tion the g^eiwl 
and rear get up, but & no oth^r cir- use m a discdvm^tdestiii^ by nature 
cumstances. The eaSe is prtScisely the for anoOier, Even if }t were 
same at hmd: the party breaking the and rte««i,^avi|mtion could in a few 
line Omre mos the greatest risk of yeart have been brought , to pertection, 
being bveipowered, if not i^e to bear or at. liast intb common appUcatiOD, 
up a^inst superior forces, before Sup- in the French nkvy* iimjhestionably the 
port arrive from the war; and an am Eaghsh pfotddnot have been idle; the 
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mIgHy wauM We ^ieldedlts 

powe^ift in a oonrei||K>i»diiig , ^ 

both Bidee^ and thaif relati?# afWtl^na 
h«re ramained ths 
'{(^ ,ijf ^iteamero w«mld 
th# fie^UK all wihda, tb We 

Wn Wlpgne Wb«»rtv and atWpt 
the paa 0 a«e of m €hlwitt«l» they would 
have enabled the BhgHah bloekafting 
equadrona at a{l aeaaona to maintain 
their atatlen, a# I>»t it in their power 
to Wt in iKhHihiwwhi^ would 
liaye earrled nnd ruin into 

the in'oWi'W by 

this potondfiil ItW* one armed ateam* 
shi|viM«4ead of ii%hi^ wopld haee burnt 
op^ the dhaiaa at the ehtrmnoe of the 
b«ein» while eueeeeding onea» in rapid 
BucceeaioQ> oarHed damea and etplo* 
eion into ita fora^ of abif^g. Ohn* 
powder did not dtminkh the angferio* 
rity of toe ICn^lah at aea. The victory 
of NelBon at Trafalgar was not lem de- 
cisive than tontof Edward III. at Sluya 
in the altered epttdee of warfare to 
which steam navigation would unques- 
tionably have given nee»« aueceea in the 
end would have remiuned with tlie 
people of the greatk^ reeourcea a^d re- 
solution, The tad 'bf coal and of iron 
had no reaeou to dreftd a eontesi carried 
on by the powers-of hi’e. The tat 
gun, \he laat guinaf, the last 'steam 
engine, would cany the day. The 
coutttiymen of CoUmgwood, who ven- 
tured unsupported into the midst of 
the combined doet, need never* fear 
the mechanical force which augments 
the taility of getting into close ac^on, 
and increases the rapidity with which 
tiie different vessels of the squadron 
cun be brought t^^gtaer to the decisiTe 
point. "* 

3 25. But it i» tmpomible to form an 
equally clear opttMCh aa to the conse- 
quences which vruuld have followed if 
Kapoleon, with a hundred tad thirty 
thousand men, had succeeded in effeelr 
ing a tadingpn theoeaiit of^eai. He 
has told us ^hht lip would have t4* 
vanced dltoet to iimdon, of ivliieh he 
calculated upon getting pom8i<m in 
four days ; and there he would inehiiit* 
ly have proclaimed parlfamentary re* 
form, a low sufibage for toe new totem, 
the downfall of the oligaroby,^e ooto 


hsoatta ef the property of the church,* 
a vast leduction of taxation, an ebnit* 
able adinatmta of the national debt, 
and all which toe 

m ' tohi* eountiy 
bhta Bver'had%jiwi^ tad the pro- 
fiptaiof mip of which, 

iverand-taseij^^^ta^ 1^- 

dtad an tabitatmuniy a < change' in 
thedoshinaait ipbltitude Jhe E^lta 
tatale* It was lfa|gii^ constant 
affimtaoh, that toe in num- 

ber of toe Eni^h natidn tas opposwl 
toikmwpp^i^ was mdintamededbly 
hv toe-intouhee^wdtorvtoe purposes 
of thepMgqiitojlfri^'and tota>l^.he':eould 

once^hayetautadtoejttuhita^^*^ 

their 

Imye.hecota'll^totaitd- be «m 

longer Itaw of 

France, ^*1 

attempted tosidytotE^gl^ : 
I could not haye united iwn^atltaa so 
dissinular. If J had w»taeded in my 
project, X would the 

monarchy, anc^' d ;ibpuhlic 

instoad of the oligaitoy b^ whm you 
are goremed. 1 would hayo separated 
Island fromvEnstad, and ikm- to 

thmfidfies, oftet aoicu Iftc seeds 
of rmMccmim^ m tmir motytU. I 
woidd naye aUowta toe Kooto of Com- 
meta to mnain, but would tans infro- 
dured o grrtaf r^brm,” * 

* t would have hurried over my Ootilla,** 
said Ns|>o1eos, ** with two hundred thouissikd 
men,’* (jt was only one buitdred and thirty* 
eight luouBand,} '* lauded as star Cbailioxu 
as poiwiblp. and proceeded direct to London, 
where I calculate u}>uaarri^ta id fburdaye 
from tbe time of my landta 9v«^ldhsvepro- 
claimed a rcpitbhc, tbeatonltaartoeitaiii ty 
and Honae of Peats, dlsl|ritab^ Smon^ 
my parii8miBof1ta|eppet^^.ta lat- 

ter tw op{>i>a6d me; liheriy, 
sovereignty of the people, itanm have al- 
lowed Uie Honae or Oommohs to resmaiu, but 
wnUdhavtn^roduetdaffrwtih^^ I would 
haveiuiblished a proolainatifm, declariutr that 
we camews frieuos to the KUgiish, and to free 
the nation from a corrupt aud^/kgitioue arie- 
tooroey. andreetore apopular form of govern- 
ment. ^democracy; all wWch would have 
been confirmed by t^ conduct of my army, 
as 1 won Id not have atlowod theslightat out- 
rage to bd^bmmitted by roy trwoM, Lltak 
tiwit, between ray promisee and whatl Wpidd 
actrudly haye efleewd, 1 should havshtaj^ 
Mtpiwrb of a great many. In a large olty Ita 
Lotmon, whore there are «o miiny 'danat^ 
ami so many disaflcctcd, I should have bean 
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* 12^. lllAi^l^dbEtxipmrwoold 
h«te hm^ Wntfibed in IbU U 

Ep^and M ramified to lierool^ 
can W 4ot|*b<^ul W no ono who weolf 
lecsta tho Biltiith ti^ps 
tine Freaish ilj^ etiryjai&ounter, 

Out oxoOptioii^ ftwiitt Timoiw. to Wa^te^ 
}tk>^ :imd thot I9ii|»6}oo]0 hhoeelf siuld to 
Loi4 TVhltwoiih thOro wore o hundred 
ohftDCes to oue e^idiiiett his euooeen But 
w^utd she hove temaitted true to lie# 
setf under the texuiitation to swOrre 
product by such means? Thie is a 
point tipon which there Is no Bdton 
who would hatte enteitaiiied a doubt 
till within these few yeaxi* But the 
manner in which^the pulidic ti^und has 
reeled the j^plMion of inferior 

joined a fbnnidiihifl body ; and I would at 
the aame time haVt esceiied an humrroction 
in Ireland. V^OM would never have burned 
your oapiinl i yod are too rich and f<)iid of 
xnoMW> Hew often havetbo Parieians ewom 
to themselves tinder the niius of their 
oainiai intbea than suftbr it to fall into the 
hands of the enemies of Pnmee, and yet il 
has twice been tahen t fhe hope of a Change 
for the better^ athT a division of pn^iwrty, 
would have operated wonderitiily atnoi^st 
the canaiUe, eapeeiany tlmt <4 l^^udon. (l^e 
canaille of aU nations are nearly alike^ 1 
would hawi made r^dbi tiromisee aS would 
have had a Ipreat eflbot. 1 would have abo* 
lished flaggma in tlm army^ and promised 
your seamen evexy^ng. which would have 
mads agresi impression on their minds. Ithe 
prodamati^m that we came as friends to re- 
lieve the l^ngliah from au obnoxious aud des- 
potic aristocracy, whose object was to keep 
the nation eternally at war. in order to en- 
rich themselves and their fhmities tlirouffh 
the blotid of the f>eople ; togetlier with Wie 
pnidslming of arepumk, the abolition of the 
tnonarchieiulbnn of govenimont and the no- 
bility, thttdechahtlon of the forfeiture of such 
of the Mber as should resist, and the divi- 
sion of possessions amongst the |)arti- 
sans of the revdlutiOD. with a general eouai'- 
sstiofi hf fu:p|ieirty» would have giuned ire 
thssumsohol the canaille, mid of adi the iile, 

. pfoftimib. axwl dIsaSheted. in the kingdom.** 
Thqswr theHmpetor Napoleon; to whicli it 
may be added, t»et amidst the dlviinous and 
democratic tmiuports consequent gn these 
prodigious imiovatiouA he would qinletly 
have laid his gtssp ou Ifoolwlch, Chatham, 
Portsmouth, and l^ymoath, and ssiUed at 
his revolutionary sllmS on this idde of the 
Channel when they esiUsd on him to redeem 
his pledges, further than i^UatUig some of 
the higher orders; and tf they proved refrac- 
tory, have march^a Ide cf grenadiers into 
the chapel of Bt fttnpbeil,«-<]rlfEaRs,i. 8i9, 

m. 


st&tulauts aiftine 11920, aud tbd strong 
to Iro&Lob sJBaooo ndtich 

witf 

now,;'aug«ested t£a pi^^M^oubk' 
wbmev^apoloou did, not 1iiirims;o 
battbr than we knaw/ourmte^ :oiul 
wikgkber wo could have resisted those 
me&ods of seduot^n which Wdiiroired 
fhtalto the patriotism of so manjr other 
people. The spirit 'pf' the h 0 tla% ip** 
dee^ then rftu i%h agsinht 

but 

strong as lise)[li%^m n ^9 now 
doubtful whether it Urould not have 
been supplauted, in a large portion of 
the nation at le^t» bv a still stronger* 
and whether the sudden offer of fdlthe 
glittering objects of democratic ambi- 
tion would not have shiahen the pahri- 
otiam of a considmlde portion of the 
British, as it unquestionably would of 
the great bulk of the Irudi people, 

127. 1:^0 man can say how he would 
keep his senses under the application of 
some extraordiniuy and hitherto un'* 
known stimulant, as if he were at once 
elevated to a throne, or saw thamoim- 
tains fall around hkn, or the earth sud- 
denly open beneath his feek Kvsn the 
warmest friend to his oountty will 
probably hesitate before he pronounces 
upon the stability of the KfrgUsh mind, 
under the influence of the prodigious 
excitpment likely to have arisen from 
the promulgation of the political in- 
novations which Napoleon hod plw- 
orsd for her seduction. If he is wise, 
e will rejoice thai^ in tho providence 
of Ood, his country was saved the trial, 
aud acknowledge with mittude the 
inestimable obligations which she owes 
to the iilustriotm men whose valour 
averted a Aox^fttt under Which her 
courage indaed^uld never have sunk, 
but to whiidi her wisdom pos- 
sibly have proved unequal The true 
crisis of thcawar mMnmvd at 
It was the arm of Neten which delivi^- 
ed his coantry from her loal danger. 
Thencefor^i citadel of her strength 
was Vyond the reach of att«dk, At 
Waterloo she fought for victory; at 
Trafalgar for eadstende. 
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CHAtTEB XL. 

0A»rA.iaK or Aosnewm 


1 , 

lon^ jm m ^ Btifo' 

peao lU# d^tloed 

to afcand in ib^p^t dght 

of naiioxjiv ji * 

riBen. to tho of any 

oxtraoi^a^ ability eitbfit* in itSi aovO” 
reigtia br^ta cabinet, by » iwwtwibn of 
foituaate aitianoea on tibo part of its 
pnnoea^ an4 a eoxmtant adboron^ to 
prudant oonna^lofon that of itagovem- 
ment Tho dnibMi of ibo bouso of Hapa^ 
burg, in former timea, posaeaaed merely 
the inconsideri^blc provinoea of Upper 
and Lower Auatria;^ they were aur 
rounded by moref^werml kingdom? 
of Poland Hungary^ and Bobemia; and 
so fhr from it being probable that they 
would esyer riae to thb rank of a first- 
rate poweri nothing presaged that they 
would be able to maintain their inde- 
pendence amidst those formidable po- 
tentates by whom they were enrironed. 
A ustria has seldom been distinguished 
by extraoidinary tident> either in bet 
statesmen or ^nerals» until the glorjbus 
eras of Maria Theresa and the French ile- 1 
Tolutiott. She was remarkahle chie^y 
for the prudence of her counsels and I 
tiie good fortune of her enterpriaes ; | 
and her in»titii|tiona were not such as 
to call forth t^ent in the xniddle^or; 
lower daasea of the state. Kererthe- 
less she has ataid% ad?aiioed in po- 1 
pukUon, wealth* apd nnlitioal impor- 
tance, and now fom aa, a finst- 
rate power, alike |bi7n>dable tb the in* 
dependence of the w^Uoinlng e^ates^ a^ 
valuable aa a the im* 

croaohmaota f^O^rencHK nMirp^<>A dir 

Russjanambitian. 

2. Unlike Fmaee or£k)gliua4 sheAfia- 
trian monaroh|hiui owed nc ^^d^ te the 

vou VI. . 


Ko'^one dominant imoe hen^ lisa^pro- 
vincea aoquiind a decided 
anoe oyeir the othem, or ;eOhmw 
to the whole the impms bl tts ohirao- 
ier and ^ Iniipitnt ito nmno.; l%ngh 
the eppeillaiii^''^^,ef 
Vienna being Ihb teeimmoe hh 
reigns^ been bpf^ to the 

wlude empiri, y«t the of 

I the mocmdericd^lfro^li^^ 
perly bear that i^e hdnb con- 

quered by force of amir the 
mans, nor swayed W intellftc^at supe^ f 
rienty, Ukeihe 

but lamr and nfbre prmacee 

of the mnpire. !|he Iwa ^eawn 
up to greahiesa, as the monarchy has 
added pauvinoes to its croWn^ jigf the 
voluutfuy marriage ^f thep aove- 
reigns,* not the fbreed submission or 
gradual aizmlgaxnaiiQn of thdrb^bi- 
tants. Siyria wos^^mtoedi-Mb^ 
from Othokar YL to LeopbldXk het^ 
ditaxy archduke of Austria in IW; 
Caniiola purchase, by Lsopcdd IL 
in 1199. Th» crown of Bohemia was 
won for the dukes of Austria by tnajN 
wage in 3527; that of Hnogh)^^ Which 
became the brightest yewsi Id Iheir 
diadem, by the aame means stthedame 
period ; the duchy of the which 
was the inheritance of thh b^tess of 
the Tyrol, who married an ard^uke 
of the same fortunate house ; the Flem* 
ish provinoe8,with Lorraine and Alsi^ 
which b^pame united to the Austrian 
crown by the marriage of Mary of Bur- 
gundy, daughter of Chariea the Bold, 
to Ha^fhilhm, aiShduke of Austria, 
grandfather of CSmrles V,— formed 
fuQy thi’edVourtha of the magnificent 
^Austrian dominions at ^is time. Oil- 
: licia, acquired by the iniq||hiOttB |ktta« 

I * ** Bella geraut alii ; tu. felU Atilhia, nuhe.*» 
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iion of Pcl!i0j0 in 1T79 «nd 1794, nnd 
Itoinbar<^ ^ 

their kt Ipi tlbfi ^di4«inn nf the ^jioiis 
of (^jonqueetin 1797 and 1616, are the 
onl^ boiifilderabiiv proyinoee of the mo- 
n;^h7 whibit hare la|e& won by Mce 
of arms. They do tot eonstitute a 
fonrth part of its ojttent or popnlation; 
and oontnhnte a KtaU less propoitio^ 
its warlike or ^naniiial resouroee. The 
elrengih of the monarchy has been t^e 
rehultof marriage^ and of muiTiage alone. 

3. When the ©xtraoi*dinaiy embai'* 
rassment is oonsidered which has been 
experienced by Great Britain in all 
periods of its history, from, the alien 
Sl6od and hostile passions of Ireland — 
one. only 6[>reigii portion of an other- 
wise compact and homogeneous em* 
pire — it becomes an interesting aubjeot 
of inquiry, how the Austrian govern- 
m&fj/t has sucfteeded, tlirough so many 
ages, in^ holding together the thi-jous 
proYinces and multifmous races which 
compose its wid^pread empire. T\lc 
fact of its being a mihtflry monarchy, 
maintained swoid, and the Em- 
peix>i**a ruling, ostensibly at least, by 
his own will, will not explain the dif- 
ficulty ; for the^^'ord itself is held by 
men of many races, provinces, and for- 
mer fi^parate dominions; many of whom 
wore animated, at ( no period at least, 
by the fiercest religious passions; who 
hare more than once revolted agaiiwt 
the canti'al government; and all of 
whom retain t4i this ho’ir the strongest 
attachment to their national traditions. 
In reality, alno, the goverument of Aus- 
tria is not A despotism but an aiisU)- 
oracy^ in which the pi*actical direction 
of aifaire is vested in a b^.)dy of itobles, 
hardly th^e hundred in numlier, driwn 
from all the provinces of its vast do- 
minions. How, then, has it happened, 
that while England, with its free gov- 
ernment and I'opresentativo institu- 
tiouH, hae experienced suchfdifiiculty 
in reidrainlng the national and religious 
passions of asingld ifeiighbouriug island, 
Ansferia* with none of ^eso advantages, 
has Bucoeeded in sidling thr^ rivalry of 
BO many indepandent states, and at-^ 
taching Buck ^nient, jpowerful, and* 
various nations ifi willing subjection 
to a foreign oentrsl governments 


«4. This minmnstasme will appear tiitill 
striki)% 

of lortnpe.lli|iuch the lm« 
pSiiid domluioi^: iai!» at 

vaniens times are cotibidersd, and the 
nuiieerous opportunities whi<^ su(»$^* 
ftd external hostility or intemaX 
have afforded to dism^anber and over* 
tutn the empire. No utate iu modern 
times has snstsined sudh tenible re- 
verses: none has besn so frequently 
pierced to the heart by woundshijm* 
rcntly mortal; none has been «6 fee- ^ 
quently driven to J^,.aa a la|t re- 
source, on the patxMa spirit of its 
distant provinces. Tim drbadiful insur- 
rection of the Hungariau pemnts in 
the sixteenth century, combined the 
horrors of the Jacquerie an France with 
the bmtal atrocities of theiusurrectum 
of tji© boors in Germany. In the very 
infancy of its fortunes, 1h© revolt nf 
the Hussites in Bohemia brought into 
the vitals of the state the tctt*ible 
scourge of religious warfare; nor was 
it soon appeaflcd, for so Htxmg was the 
party of the I'rotestants idiortly after 
the Heformatiott, that neaily a half of 
the inhabitants of the Hereditary Btatee 
were at on© period numbered among 
the followers of Luther. In the close 
of the seventeenth ©entury, Vjtsnm 
was bcaiege<i by three bundled, thou- 
sand Turks, and owed its salvation 
only to the heroism of John Sobieski 
and the lancos of the Poles, h'ifty year^ 
aftijnvards, the same capital foil into 
the hands of the victorious French and 
I^variuns, and the unconquerable Ma- 
ria 'I’heresa sought refuge and found 
support only in the fidelity of the Hun- 
gau-iiin nobility. In 1767, the sheejdcH 
ofvVienna were descried by the out- 
jKists of the Croat Frederick from the 
plain of the Marchficld ; in l797, they 
were seen by tfie videttee of Najjolooii 
from the heights of Hi© Hunmeiing 
Twice dming the rev^hjEtionary war 
the A usj^an capital wa# taken by the 
F^rench iorceaf me dcibata the Imperial 
©arms amitainodnuiiniif that te^tible con- 
test wore 80 Sequent as nlmoct to defy 
edumer^Hom Yet from idl thcee re- 
vem»ft the ctat#;hti the end has emerged, 
u&b only nnsdathi^, but victorious: 
and the fidelity of her subjecta, ami 
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persevefiliig ekamft^r ti trer far* i^ui 

,ih^ of wu^ldti^ ' 

‘ lia« foui^ *HiMW'ofri«:(i;rww m ^iu ' 

toolltiio«toct«ji#§»ttt^ comqiimoeof iw 4o. |KJi»t 

odT9iiel% akaino^ tbA «om|coO^ •i nature^ 

iTifUiry tmafc amog iho powjw of ut>pa 

. ^ Wltfit an ©special njanncr, tiak at wjanoe M 
wof^yof noiics— the secret ofathis ideas, the candid i!aqniw 04w tWth 
etroiatg priheiple of vitalii^ and un- wiU rather Suipei0t ;^Mt^^ 
hroken progress is to he found In the ^ part ertoneons^, tl^ 
pstrlotie spuit of the An^triaii people^ opposite to the inwmces thohk 
and the fdrength of the bonds which should so long have lelcfici so 

unite th^' inhwtciti^ts <)if so many dif- great a scaK And the epnsluffjan 
fer^ and ones indepmdent^ pro- which posteiil^ will ^^hahly, de- 
Tinc«»B and kingdoms, to the Imperial dtioe them is, tiud the udievest 
govermneni. it was in the attach- corruption of hnmim natni^ fis^lS^lt 
ment of the Hnngarian^ that Maria even more i!i p<q|nd^ 

Theiesa found the means of defeating lu-lstocmtieMmnmnities; that gov- 
the fcumidable inroad of the French emment of the many by vt^^many is 
nnd Bavarians t the steadiness pf the often more aeihsh than of the 
Bohemians enabled Marshal Baun to many by the few ; tlipt (he hmacity 
refjel the invasion of the IVussians, to interest when one people lulss Sn- 
when the standards of the Great Fre- other, is generally gri^ter mm whep 
deriek wei^ seen from the steeples of one sovereign gov^ns hfdA wd that 
Vienna, But for the gallant s^rit of the effect of fsee institufii<^ rather 
the Hungarians, Austi*ia w'ould have to communicate a imp(dse to 

sunk in 1805 under the shock of Aus- human exertion, than to eradicate the 
terlitz j the devoted loyalty of the Ty- seeds of evil 411 ih» multitude who con- 
roleae partly rescued it from <icstruc- stitute the ruling p^er* 
tion after the disaster of Wagram in 7, Aiistria oonbSos a ^tfaoe of 
1&U9. No country contains so great 33,802 square marine leaguqip^^or above 
a variety of races, nations, and re- 300,00u square miles, beiug '^^snd 
ligions ; none has found in them all a half the ftui>erhcie» Of. British 
such steady support in such terrible islands, which embrace 122 , 000 . It is 
reverses, thinly peopled as a whol% as appears 

6. This observation affords ^ple fruin the census of 1834, by 35,047,533 
subject for serious reflection to the in- mhabitants; and at the |.)eri^ Of the 
habitants of the British empii*©. Though French invasion in 1 805, it could, only 
vexed wdth incomparably loss diver- boast of 27,600,t»00. Its rcveikue now' 
sitjr of rac‘.e or national rivalry, and amounts to 150,000,000 gor^s, or 
enjoying a constitution which boasts, 315,000,000 francs^ a 

in a peculiar iu»uiner, the adva:ttage sum, however, at least eqUiMent, if 
of communicating to government the the difference in the value of luonc y 
wishes of distant dependencies, and and in habit of living is ebnsidere^ to 
the impress of public opiuiou, Eng- eighteen million steriing^ of Britiah 
land could hardly hope, if London money. Before the commencement 
and Portsmoulh were taken by the vie- of the Revolutionary war, the revenues 
toripuB arms of the French or Bus- of Austria, which in 1770 amounted 
sians, to dnd the m^ns of Velust*ating to 90,(>00,lHX) flo^ns, (£7,500,000), had 
its affaiiw, ai|d regaimng the empire of risen, by the acquisitions made in Fo- 
tho Waves, ht the lov«dty of the' Irish land and elsewhere, to 100,000,000, 
Cutholica, the fidelity of th4 OamAiian or £8,830,000. ‘ During the its 
htxtntamt the attachment of ihp West revenue was increased by the>hhposi- 
Indian planters, nr the Bteadineis of the tion of several new taxes ; and |t aus- 
East Indian ti^aha* It is in vain to tained no diminution by^ the peace of 



es raSm? OP EDRopE. [os*j'. A 

Cmpo Fcmio, tHe Ve&etititti j laauad «t doubly 

itoiwelMa Ik ^ i«i4 

tlu» IcMSM of 4ihe Xi<m Cottiittl^^ 

^ At A» |>eiko|t of iho hi' ]<staQ(V9it to fbr9|^ |Kfcwhii<^^ 

oome ol« gOTorofOent . amonated to ^d^Htatoi. l^e deht id 
415^000,000 Aorin^ or^9, 600, (>O0 200,^0,000 doriHii lil,OWKfO) ' m 

lh|g>^ « iftum Mual, Jk that time, to* 1780 ; butatth6oottdai|i<m<>fth#wi0r, 
at least fifteen inultmiafl^ in 1801, it amounted *«» triply til# 

laud; and with this revenue, which euixtf! The tiwasury had been 
wae ^ clear receipt of the ti^aeury, to the neoegaity of paying the ihNl^ 
indeiMaideBt of the expenee of coUeof^ in paper currency, and even oomp^^llW 
tson and eevend provincial ohaigea, forced loans fiom its own suhje<^ ' 
they were able to maintain an army of S). The diversity of surface ah4 lii^ 
300,000 men,, including 50,000 mag* tmal features in thigt ae in all other 
nifioent oavfdry. Like most of the countries ihroimh tlhich the grsat^ 
other European state**, Austria had atony girdle of the globe passes, proves 
b©i6n clunpelled, during the difficulties an inexhaustible source at on<H> C|f 
of former years, to have recourse to a natural beauty, agricultuipl riches, and 
paper currency ; and the bank of Vi- vaiiety of productions. The Alps of 
enna, established by Maria Theresa in the Tyrol and Styiia, gradually brSnch- 
1782, was the organ by which this was ing oj to those of Oarinthia andpal- 
effiscted. It was not, however, a paper matia on the one band, and to the Car- 
circulation convertible at pleasm'e into pathian range on the other, traverse 
gold, but a system ofassignats, possess- nearly its whole extent, separated only 
ing a forded legal ^currency ; and gov# by the valley of tbeDanube, which cuts, 
ernmeut, in 1797, pass^ a regulation as it were, through this vsst natural 
prohibiting any ^rson from demand- 1 harrier, and rolia its volume of waters, 
ing exchange in coin for more than swelled on either hand by the nuifie- 
twenty-five fiorins, or two pounds ster- rous torrents which descend from ^e 
ling. During th^ course of the war, mountain sides, to the Hungarian 
silver and gold wmost entirely disap- plains. This noble river is thirteen 
peared ^om circulation, and pajter bil- Inmdrhd miles in length, and receives 
lets for two or three shillings assumed the waters of sixty navigable streams, 
their place. A considerable portion of The clefts and hollows of this immem 
the smaller currency was in brass, mountain range exhibit on either side 

* The population and superfioial area of the aoTeral^rovinoes of the Auatriau empire 0 to<Hl 
thus, atioording to the census of 1884 




Sup«rflei»l Ar«a. 
KeQg.lcasfiM. 

Pc^ulMion. 

Voputalioo ps 
•qaarn kwjgtt*. 

Hungary, 


11,620 

11,404.330 

m 

GalUda, . 

. 

4,304 

4.895.830 

1,087 

ISohemia, 


2,64& 

4,001,852 

1,532 

Lombardy, 


1.017 t 

2,495.929 

2,478 

Moravia and Silesia, 


1.839 

2.110.141 

1,582 

Venetian provinces. 

, 

2,132 

2.079.588 

070 

Ttwosylvania 


8, 0^*6 

1,068,485 

681 

Austria Lower, . 

1 

1,970 

1,848,652 

} 

Aixstria Upper, . 

i 

846,982 

8t^ 

V • 

1,114 

023,882 
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1.435 

827,685 

568 

OnriatbiA CSmiola, 
Dalmatia, and LiXSSral, . 


1,445 

• 1,558,527 

060 

MiUtaxy iVcmttsr, 


1,605 

l.l(a,$i8l 

m 



38,802 

35,047.573 



Of this popuhttlan tiie mJUfcaty, on fiiU or half pa^amomit to 818,S5<V-!esvl&g a eivit 
popnktien of 84«6SS,68$ ^ the aannal hicreaso is SllTHni!, or somewhat more ffian in the 
Brhtsb Olmtm^ 1884 >r Amria,- Maixx Bauv, v. 78^ 787; andvti. 8fti^2$8 ; 

and Vi. t$2, 752; and TtriuiBUU.*s .dtutrio, IL 7. 
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' liEps]»i%r Of ifipx 


: A tmoie 

t&d «.i)|H^, to tee is^i^^wd e |^t 
3^ b^bie iib« 

m bante- M imd 

opesad tiirots^ the lirei^kNNi ef the 
teon Switoerted e to to 

oooped-txp WotMt to to Qentei 
Its p]ad&B, p^pM now Iteiailllona 

tilt meadowfl OD tbe banVa of to Ba-^ofinKabitotK,m€a&tlrel^a|^!i^^ 


so^M pf exquMta beete* 

T^^!;toe 

itxseAte,, with :to 

^Ideo limteW 
tXpptrwi libte .Anftte Immenae 
pto elevated 

itemtato ii onoe lulom to l&ndmpe» 
tbd ftaieh iuexhatudible eupplto of 
for to iohabitante ; vte and fer- 


nito nburSeh iAnumeitble herds of 
and maintaiit admirable horsefi 
fw to great etobliehmente bj which 
to Imteial eavstlry are motmi^. The 
Htmny ulopea ore covered by vines of 
onooitoot) temdance, and their fruit 
of to richeat flavour ; while the spa- 
ciditB pkiiui which stretch from the 
nei^botirhood of the river to the foot 
of TOC mountains on either han<^ bring 
to maturity noble crape of grain, lye, 
and potatoes, which maintain in rustic 
plen^* the numerous and happy in> 
habitants.* 

10. Tliese are the imposing and cap 
tivating features of IJpper and Lower 
Atistria, forming the strength and heart, 
of the empire, and comprising by far 
the richest, best cultivated, and most 
prosperous part of to imperial domi- 
nions in Germany. But besides the 
valley of the Danube, and its range of 
adjacent mountains, the Austrian sway 
stretches into Hungary, Poland, Bi> 
hernia^ and Italy, and. surmountitig tbe 
crest of to mountains, has extended 
for on either sitle of their reverse slopes 
to domination of the Ostrogoths, Bo- 

* Uf^iOr Slid Lower Austria contain— 


but though to prodnde is great, to 
system of eultiVatiou Is mdor wad hu- 
man akiU hee done litide to aid to 
benedeenee. of natum Tho plaliie of 
Galicia, containing four mlBipn toee 
hundred and siine^live thoUlaild to 
habitantsi, to to north of to tor* 
paihian mouniidnay eihlhlt the lude 
agricuHiire, boundlees m^pair 

eral misery, w^iri^ in e^eiy $ive 
formed the chohuiteriftlo of to P<toh 
provinces. Silesia and Hote% toee- 
fourths of to inhabitante which^^gre 
^f Sclavonic origin,^: exhtot^to 

f Bohemia oontolus;^ 

Arable land, 

Oardeua*. 

Viticyarua 
Meadow’s, 

PastUTcrs, 

PoresU, . 

Fisb-ponds, 


Arable land, . 
Gardena . 
Vtoeyards, 
.Meaaowa 
Mountain pasture^ 
Forests, . 

Waste lauds, . 


AHI’ENTS. 

2,120,000 

70,000 

753,000 

1.004.000 

1.830.000 
RS8.&00 


Geri&aos, 

<6elavoui«ua 

Oreekfi,' . 
Arnoeuioas, 
Jews, 


0,750,000 

vormjitK^ mr aa^hsa 


2,109,180 
7,050 
MB 

io 

fi;n8,381 

The Austrian arpsnt or joch ijabout two 
Enghidi acres.— M ali* natrur, v. W, 782. 


80.000 

44,000 

799,000 

«10,000 

t.mQoo 

m^Too 


7,01:0.200 

FOPULATION BY aACBA 
Sclaroniana . . . 2,477,000 

Germaus, . . . . 1,050,000 

Jews, . 00,000 

V95,000 

— Malte Baujf, ▼. 72a 

t Silesia and Moravia tobdu*~ 

antes. 


Arable land, 
Gardens, . 
Vineyards, 
Meadows, 
Postures, 
Forests, . 
Fi^-ponds, 
Waste loads. 


s; 200, 400 
08,000 
51,000 

325.000 

429.000 
1120,000 

41,800 

690,300 


4,821,600 

rOPUtATlOSf BV BACeS. 


8els>oniau% 
Germans, . 
Jews, 
Gipsies, 


—Malt* B«cn, v. 729. 


1,580,500 

mjm 

2,078,581 



70 


HISTOBY OF ^OPE, ' 


featam ^ ^ ScWonic 
in 80|n« ifi iaany|3ltto^' eapi^^ 

cially SHAii^ by ilia iudoairy and 
eeveratt^P oi the ^ermana Hungky* 
ocmtahdtikg upwards o&teo millioue of 
iuhaMliatttay presente an ipunense lerel 
eulcfftoe interaperaed with Test mor^ 
ii»eei|« bht abotmding witb uaiural itgri- 
cidtural riohes^ and oapable of nourish- 
ing, in eu$o and oiHiienoe^ at least fou^t 
ti^a its pi^sent population.* Tran- 
syimii^ Illyn% ana J>almaUa» sepa- 
rated mm AvtMsi and Hungary by 
great ranges of wooded mountains, be- 
&ng to a ditf^!?ent region of the globe ; 
they*h4Te borrowed the character of 
the Tttdush proTibcea which they ad- 
join ; while me Tyrol, Styria, and Car- 
niola, bedded in the valley of the Alps, 
recall to the enchanted traveller the 
sublimest features of Swiss sceuery ‘ 
and the plgin of Lombardy transports 
him to the delicious sun, watered mea- 
dows, and golden harvests of Italy. c 
II. An empire of sadh extent, em- 
bracing so great k variety of climates 
and geographical features, could hardly 
be expected to |K)s»e8S anyoniform and 
well-dehned natlo^td character, like the 
comparatively compact and homoge- 
neous empires of France and Enghuid. 
But this diversity is r^dered still more 
striking by the extraordinary difference 
in tl^ character and disposition of the 
races' who, at successive periods, have 
settled in '^ese various provinces. The 
Ofrtirogoths, who have given their name, 
like the Anglo-Saxons in Britain, to the 
whole empire, settled in Upper and 
Lower Austria^ and Spread themselvas 
on either bank of the Danube to the 
crestof the mountains, and in their blue- 
^ Hungary contains— 

ARPKvcs 

Arable lonA . • - 4,807,218 

Gardens. .... C3a,7S7 

VlneaM^ • ftU/JO 

Meadows and pastures, . 7,715.225 
Fomsts and marshes, . 8,942 J40 
Fish-ponds, , . 880^)00 

' . 28,965,126 

roPVLAnom wr m isia. 
Magyars, . . , % ' ; . 8,«00,000 

bolavonianA • ^ * 4^760, 800 

Germans, Jews, 4|o. . £11^,701 

— Mslte Biicsf, vt 76X. 


boneutvikd 

at ^ day Ibe genuto cl^Araotari# 

0 t the Gothic race, the Bibbiaiitea, 
HoraviasM, and GaBdiank ^4 tp- 
tally diffi^nt characj^. ta* idikir 
ewai^y visagei^ dark hair, 

I>ermneiit, and comparatively vdmtilb 
disposition, are to 1^ traced ihb 
Ubie features of the SolavoUie fkfioiiy 
of mimkinA « Daring in war, ardent 
in disposition^ impatient of cbtrte^ 
attached to freedom, but averad ' 
labour, and with little industry, tihe 
Hungarians have in every hotted 
the fierce disposition and warl^e iws- 
sions which made the Huns in former 
days the scourge of Europe, They haVe 
ever been the bulwark of the «m|ure, 
and have been found combating witli 
equal heroism, in differentaM, their an- 
cient enemies the Turks, Seeing to suh^ 
veit their religion, nha their modem 
foes the French, striving to overtdm the 
independence of their country In the 
fiery spirit, admirable horsemanship, 
roving dis|K>sitiott, and predatory incli- 
nation of the Croatiaus, IByrions, and 
Transylvanians, it is easy to recognW 
the infiuence of Asiatic blood, aiui the 
prevalence of those habits which the 
children of Ishrnael have com municated, 
in an apparently iudclibb* manner, to 
all their doscendants. The handsome 
countenances, dark hair, and picremg 
eyes of the Lombards, bespeak their 
Italian descent, and the predominance 
of sgicient blood; but in thejr un- 
warlike habits, pacific enjoyments, and 
ready submisaion to conquest, we seek 
in vain for the traces of the fierce set- 
tlers ^n Cisalpine Oaul, or the indomi- 
table spirit of Bdmau virtue, 

12. Drawn from »o vast and varied 
a population, the Austrian armypos- 
BC 880 S within itself, if properly directed, 
the elements of almost every «j>ecie» of 
military virtue. In the steady valour 
and tincoiiquerabl%energy of the Huh* 
gariaus, the monarchy h^ in evspEy 
found the precious reoerveto be. bfhjhiE^t 
fortli, like the Old Guard of Napolean, 
at the kiecirive crisis, and 4hich has 
often, iii circumstances appatcntiy dee- 
perate, recalled victory to its standiirda 
The Croatians, Pandours, and other 



1806 .] 


4 

tliig'TwfcWi fcMttter, i^- 

b«wiiSd« a\u^ 

haiwk aewsd; itm^ to Coarndw 

in aad Th« TtrrcH 

losiii m W ^0i^, w 

and woif coQAiAatJbiabitof 
at taifgets, md in the mmn- 
tm^'qnvdiMw them ia apeauliar man- 
ner itw the duty of tiraiUeure. The 
nalive Auetriau foot is reegeotable^ and 
led, will fight bravely, tUoogh 
not the fire or heroiem of 
Himgarlen grenadleiiEu But th^ heavy 
cavwy^ maguifioently mounted, and 
haviiiglte offioers «l«wn ulmoet entirely 
from the nobility, oonUine aome of the 
moat brilliant o^s in Europe. Bohe- 
mia, AjtorHvia, and Galicia funiiali their 
proportion of hardy and aealoua foot- 
soldiers for the ordinary regimenfce of 
the Him Thus the national character 
of the various provinces of the empire 
id adapted, in a remarkable manner, 
for the different services of the army ; 
and, beyond all question, Austria has 
the means of raising within its own do- 
, minions an array of combatants .second 


HISTORY OF EUBOPR 


71 


kt regimenta of ouiras- ' 
dp^tom, seven of light 
hotfi, tknd four of 

hhjww; ih sR, ^irto-eighi Uiousand 

mi^ ’ divid*^ into five* 

regimenta fi^-artiHety, one corps 
of bombamen^sihd the ganison artU- 
leiy, embra^^ twenty Umusand more. 
In addition to this, the engineers, sap- 
ors, miners^ Ac. and waggon-train, 
amount to &irty4wo thousand five 
hundred :-^in alb ll^e hundred and 
eighty thausa^ comhv^t^te, nearly the 
whole of whom are in an «i;KeeBent state 
of discipline ahd eq^pment But this 
is by no means the whole milihiry 
stren^h of the nitiota the landwehr, 
estabBshed in sB the'prr»vi||Cea except 
Huugaiy, and the ^ Hung^fiw Insur- 
rection of Koldes,'" which corosponds 
to it in that eat^ive kihgdotq, con- 
stitute an armed force of e(|ua! amount, 
which, when called out, giveFthe state 
a mass in all of seven hundred add 
forty thou sand^omfiatanta. In the year 
1814, when the patiybtic spiiitf of ^e 
nation was drawn forth to the highest 
pitch, and its^ resources strained to the 


to none in Eur ope in martial vigouraud I uttermost, nine hu^red and seventy 
efficioucy. Yet the imperial armies, j thouaaud men receivtB pay in the armed 

force, regulai’ and landwehr, of the na- 
tion — an astonishing number for an 
empire not at that period containing 
six-and-twenty millions of inhabitants^ 
tliaugh not so great, in pt*pportion, as 
tu the same year was rmwl by the 
British islands, with a popi^idoh only 
of eiicditeen milliouA* 

14. The military force which Hun- 
gary is I'equired tofuruiah to the gene- 
ral support of the empire, is sixty- four 
thousand men, including seventeen 
thousand horse — vk force verj" inconsi- 
derable for a kingdom containing eleven 
millions of inhabitants, and which de- 
mous^tea that, in this respect at least, 
it iiH^een very leniently dealt with. 
But on the frontiers of tlte whole mo- 
narchyi towardst Turkey, the military 


dow'ii to the year 1818, were almost 
iiuifoi'inly uu fortunate ; and althi^ugh, 
ou many occasions, they displayed de- 
voted gallantry in the fidA *«id on all 
evinced extmoidinary patriotic spirit in 
preparation, yet this appeared rKther 
lu the jM3srs<w<Tance with which re- 
verses wm aunnounted, than in the 
ardour witli which succeaa was soSght 
or followed up. No nation ever aus- 
taiacMi so many and such <lrf‘adful do- 
(Hats; none ha^{ in the end enuiged 
^o often vich>ri'»us from their shock. 
In tlio per»«ver»mce of the ariahjcratic 
body which directs the national coun- 
cils, joined to the steady patriotic spiiit 
of the people, is to be found the ex- 
planation of this remarkable circum- 
stanoe, 


Jfi, The Auatrian army consists of colonies are placed, the organisation of 
ai^-threemgimeutsof theline : twenty which entirely w^arlike, for the pur- 
^imioua of grenadiers, tfie eotps of 


jagei's of thirteen battalions, ^d the 
uiannt^ battalion on the Danube, num- 
bering in all two huudrod and ninety 
thuusand combatants. The' cavahyj 


* Oivat Britain, In that vasr. hsd 1,,053,000 
men in an»« ; nf wbom 813, WO were drawn 
from the papulation of the British 
not numbering tii©» above 18,000,000 in- 
iiobitoata 



Hii^Y m 


JimAw. su 


''of; ^ 

is ^!rldJ^$kw.6«yo& ... 

of ^leh M te^ed a md in, 

whiidi tbe vliolo Iftod Is Md % mlli* 
twf tmune. i'bo iolw^jitants of each 
jbclding are gooewdlj? related by blo<^ 
or tnarriago, and i^iitoT*idiai‘$s, called a 
House whiid^is subjeot 

to iilie rural wmeitio control of 
one clii«f» uSii^ly the oldest of the 
fam %4 Eveiy mile is tjpained to mfli- 
tarj^ service, and liable, from the age 
of e^teen to si^y, to be at any time 
called out fnrltlieiimM^ When 

doing duty 'ndthin the confines of their 
own regiment or district, they receive 
no poy, and feed themselves ; the mo* 
meni they pas^ that limit, their whole 
expenses tall on the crown. About fifty 
thousand of these hardy borderers are 
oonatantiy embodi^ in anus ; bu\ 
the total number liable to serve, and 
■who mtty.be called out on an emergency, 
exceeds two hundred thousand. Night 
and day, five thougand of them are con- 
stantly patz*ollio|f on guard along the 
Turkish frontier; and so closely do 
these videttes approach each other, and 
so peifbct is the system of signals estab- 
lished by firing guns during the day, 
or lighting beacons at night, that upon 
the smallest ipeumiou on any point of 
this immense frontier, above a thousand 
mil^ in lengtli, the whole fifty thou- 
sand can be almost instantly assembled 
at their respective points of rendezvous, 
and in twenty*fonr hours two hundred 
thousand warriors are iu arms ! These 
military colonies embrace, at this time, 
above a million of souls, and their num- 
bers ai’e increasing »o rapidly as to 
double id forty yearn ; ivhile in Upper 
Austria^, the duplication is on& in a 
hundred and four years; and, on an 
average of .the whol6«ompire, ^ce in 
fifty-one. The inhabitants on tlio mili- 
tfuy frontier, Ipce the Gattchi^<} of the 
Pampas in South America, are for the 
most part indolent un^^unnily in peace, 
negligent in their and addict- 

ed to intemperanoe; hnt in war they 
are active and enterprising, and bring 


^oeUenti 


'when rmub 

I III. The mode of obtohung 

army voriee m:difierant|N^.^ ^ 
' empim In the ttulian prorlhdttff ^all 
persons, noble or eomWn, at ths'llige 
of i^ighteeu, arc registered for 
service, wiih a very lew professicriid 
exemptions ; and the quotum is attleot^ 
ed from that list by the balloi. 0ubsti^ 
tnfces, however, are allowed : the pilitod 
of amice is only for right yeaiayv ri^ 
there is no land wehr or army ofvttsewe. 
In the Tyrol the same system inotiuls. 
In the German provinces^ all malri^ not 
noble or clerical, from ri^rtari^ to 
forty- five, are liablrto be.oaJladon to 
serve either in the line or landwahr< 
Those in the fiiwt class, which embnjoes 
the youi^j men from eighteen to twenty- 
eight, arc liable to be balloted for the 
first service ; those in the second, from 
twenty-right to forty-five for ^ Ittnd- 
wchr. It is vriy rarely, however, that 
the ballot is reported to for supplymg 
vacancies iu the hne : in general, they 
are obtained wiUi ease by voluntary 
enlistment, or selection of candidates 
by the local authorities^or feudal lords 
— care being taken, as much as |ioe»ble, 
to choose single men and yotm'gor sons, 
to whom it is usually au object of am- 
bition to get into the service.** The 
period of service is fourteen years, after 
w'hicti the soldier is inacribed on the 
list of the land wehr, which is never 
called out except on urgent occafit»n* > 
and^if balloted for there, he is euti^l 
to his discharge at the age of forty 
years. The articles of war and mtli- 
% 

* So jjatriotic is tbo spirit of the peopie, 
that wticfii dnngor threatous the mooarrhy. 
no difficulty is evrrcxiMirteiiced;. evouen the 
fij.orbest wotioo, in obtaining, by vriubtary 
curolmcut, the rs^pusiit^ uiimberOf resrtiiU 
for the public iiervicv. lu tlw yew l$0^ on 
tl»e eve (f»f tb© battle of ttimterlitr., cimers 
were sent to Prague for the immediate levy 
of fifty tiumsaud lum iu Bohemia Mom 
the ©veiling of the day un wbkh iho 
wjia rcceiv«»d, suramouscs ihr the riwulritc 
numtera wfre deepatolied to eoeh disVrtct 
and Ihrdahip ; ti»a levy was forthwith made ; 
and, in|eveRteon days the receipt of 
the ordera the whoio fifty thooiMind wejts 
ready armed, clothed, and equi|)pod, at tho 
depots ia Bohemia and Moravia,— TcrtN- 
aoix's Jimria, ii. 801, 802. 
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were framed ixk the meet «B%litmiad 

Bptiii; . V}t pxaetioal fbmm 'omxtit]^ ^ndred 

creep lA^^orn the mtto^r^oinJaenoe^ m^ i^e aplmele ere 

pertadihg the seinrioc^ which^ m 4e gene- mmnauy eiitablkih' 

r a% the eaife th e^ goirerametite, ell ment, ei(d eeijflW heep m 
Ihe egbrte of Ihmie at the head of afaiirs meat etalHoae ' atj^her of two 

are im^le tO/eredicate. Krery regi- thotteaad» whidi'^ la^ed aeceeeary 
meat ha* its inhaher” or coloael pro- tdl the puhfle iiferrjite^ fte hrrstage* 
ptietor> distiaht from the oelonel com* meat is alt attent^a 

xnattdaaty with whom the graatiog of paidtoevei^depaitiil^^ 
idl 'jC^samaia^ the first rank rests ; that the wholo the estab* 

biitaHaxiheeqneaitpromotioaaareim^ lishmeat is deteyed‘^''^i^ price ob- 
by the orown. Nobil% is not a re- tained for theyoapghotiii^^ whic^ 
qulsite to ohtaimog eommieeionsy any sold ^ auctitm alter ^boSh fi>r gbl^lia' 
more than ia the English army: hot meat and the pphiie i|d|r^^ 
as the spirit of thefttioa is essentially selected. The pays 

aristocratic, the officers are generally a hundred and twexity fidtHie t-ilu) for 
tahou from that class ; and the so^s of the dragoon horsefly ffikd a hundred and 
the burgbma and middle nmk seek, in forty florins fbr those of thactiiras^mf 
preference situaticma in the innumer* and much of the tigour and eificien^y 
able civil offices nnder govemmenti of the Imp«iiid;^naval0M to he iMW^^ 
wh^ they find themselves more com- ed to these nhhle establislnheht^C in 
fortable, in contact only with persons which the grcaidst cam has been 
in their own station of life^ and often to combine the. celerity vcnd har<Mhood 
rise by good conduct to the highest of Arab blood with the Strength and 
eminence. , bone of the |!Ionnan breed, 

16. The great Impeding establish- 17. Taxation in Au^ria is far from 
ineuts kept up by the Km^wror for being oppressive ; although the revenue 
jjroviding horses for the cavalry ai’e of the state, if the value of mdney la 
{wculiar io Austria, and highly cha- taken into acconntf, is v^qr copsider- 
j aflteristic of the provident system of able. The total revenue at this time 
its administmtiom One of the most is 129,746,000 florins, e^uivnleni to 
remarkable is that of Mesohegyes in 322,(HH),OOOfbancs,or^|2,9O0^11^stier- 
Transylviiuia, An immense pl2in, ling The expenditat^, e;wdhSliiirC bf 
fifteen leagues in circumference, con- the war department^, i* flTJ^OOiOOO 
taiuing eighty thousand acres of the florins, or 418,700,000 r but the army 
finest grass, is there surrounded by a is understood to ow^fl0,fK)0,000 florins 
broad belt of Wood, fenced in on the — ^making the total^^gpnnditujnft neariy 
outside by a deej> ditch. Two thou- 20,000,000 florins {i2,000,0O()) above 
Hand acres in the interior are covered the income. The exchequer has s^- 
with thriving plantations for shelter ways been a matter of great difficulty 
and wmwith to the horses, and the with the Austriim government, as it is 
whole t^mainder of the surface is de- with all powers ihaintaining a cosily 
voted to the nourishment of the studs miHtary^^establijifinsaont, without the 
or iheii; attendants. Three hundred aid of any extensive commerce to en* 
and sixty ploughii are employed in the large its credit or inoreiiUie its receipts* 
interior In rsising grain and cultivat- In 1808* the refenuea were only 
ing the landflbr me use of the horses. £9,000,000 ; and they were in such a 
Formerly twuntyi^Ciusmid homes w^ state of cohfusioii at the close of the 
HHsembled in this great establishment, war, that, but for the subridies of 
which was one; of the prindpol depots England, which, fkom the difler^ee in 
fur mounting the cNivsdry ; but con- the vlaltie of money In the two ooim- 
tegious diseases were found to l;|p pre- tries, told with twofold effiooty, its ar- 
vrilcat in such an assemblage of anh mies never could have been brou^t 
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' int<» to 

indepeli^iio,^ ' ■ i' \;v,^ >■ 

Foioi^ oocomoroe hxa littlo 
oiUtiToM iu Aietxia till of late yo^ 
to itii iolaiid e^uatidD, and 
MtPiotloa^ long almw amounting to 
a fr^bltion, whiob the jealoasy of 
EuBBih^ and Turkey impoeed on the 
iiaTigation of the Danube. Y ei i« there 
no ooontty whi^i, &ma its vast 
teinai lesoiuJoeOi ’^d the possession of 
so noble a natuial estuaiy for exporto' 

* Tn IB34 t%j« fncome and expenditure of 
th©’ empire wereas follows :— 

« riwins* J6 

Interest of puhEo ^ 

debt, . . ^ »4J(lt,000, 000 or 4.000,000 

Finance depeirtment» 1:4.019.220 . . 1,462,000 
Chancery and diplo- 
macy. . , 1,801,168 .. 180,168 

Police, . . 1.643,504 .. 164,350 

Civil coot of tho‘anny, 2,686,306 . . 258,000 

Public aifiUt, . 11,703.723 .. 270,872 

Justdoe, . . 7,708,734 .. 470,874 

The courts, . 1,461,139 .. 146,113 

Public works iu > • 

Oormaay, 8,774,066 .. 877.406 
— Lombardy. 2,987,935 .. 298,793 

— Venice, 2,580,169 .. 258,000 

Lesser charges, 351 626 .. 35,000 

War, . . Cl 60,000,000 , . 6,000,000 


tmUi if: osleulM^ ^ fuimieh materhOs 
for a greater foreign trafito, or with 
whl^ a more es^tensiro lueratSve 
trade is d^stihed oue day to W eatrled 
on between the owners of the rude 
produce of the soil a^ the xnsnu&io- 
tiiting indus^ of otnet' Sthtea T%e> 
si&B, oils» an^ dairy produce of Dohr' 
bardy and Venice; the deeoeeof Hun- 
gary and Bohemia ; the mineitd^idehes 
I of ‘Austria ©and Hungary^; the inex- 
haustible i^riGultural weiidth .of the 
I whole empire, must ere long a 
I vent in an immense foreign oomimerce. 

I The exports in 1834, aocor#:^ tb the 
; official value, were 111^092^941 Borins, 
or £11,109,000, the huporta 

107,781,409 florinl, or £10,778,000; 
but these numbers are token from the 
offic'al entries, which are mudh below 
the real vttJue.t If the wise and judi- 
cious measures now in the oourse of 
I adoption by the Austrian government, 
to fficilitate their fomign exports by 
tbe great arteries of the Bo and the 
Dantibe, apd the noble harbour of 
Trieste, are fully carried into execu- 
tion, theiu can be no doubt that their 
•oommerce is destined at no distant 


144,217,590 14,421,076 

The receipts of the Imperial treasury, in 
1884, were as follows 

Floiint. £ 

Land tax, . , 38,987,954 or 3,898,700 

House tax, . . 3,859,178 .. 385,900 

Tuoome tax on trades, 2,498,234 . . 249,800 

Personal tax, , 1,307.461 .. 130,700 

Legacy tax, , 879.160 , . 87,900 


Total direct. 47,531,977 4,753,000 

Indirect FiorJm 
Excise, . . 17,841,347 .. 1.784,000 

Stamps, . . .^2:j2,048 .. 323,000 

Customs, . . 12,037,692 1.203,000 

Law tax. . . 1,882,700 .. 188,000 

Lottery, . . 3,303,682 .. 336, OOO 

Post Office. . 1,417,362 . . 141,000 

l>ost-horsea, . 876,952 .. 37,000 

Monepedtes. viz; — ^ 

Salt. . . 19,404.807 1,940,000 

Tobacco. . 8,784,376 .. 878,000 

Gunpowder, r . * 9,329 . r 900 

domains, . . 3.460.656 346,000 

Hines, ,, . 1.952,410... 195,000 

Hungarian Be. 

venue. , AS30,000 .. 633,000 


196^«23.6a8 11^623,000 

— Tpiwbuu.*s Austria^ ii* 835, 327, 328. 
Tcnoacojissi's li. 

374. 410. 


period to exhibit an amount double or 
triple what is now presented. And 
nothing can be more certain than that 
Austria is a country with Which, per- 
haps beyond any other, it is for the 
interest of Great liritain to cultivate 
commercial relations, and with which 
treaties on the footing of real recij>ro- 
city might be concluded ; for her pro- 
ductions are those which Britain wants, 
and can never emulate, and the muuu- 

4 The proportions of tho several parts of 
thoempiro were, ia 1834 — 

Imports. 

Florin*. > > ^ 

Gorman Provinces. €1,981,390 ot, 6,198,1. ‘iU 
Italian Provinces. 34,288.855 3,428,885 

Hungary and Traa- 

sylvauia, . . 11,511,164 ..1,161,164 

c 107rT61,4i» 

ExpoRTa : 

German Brovinoes, 68,433,61^ .. 6.858,368 
Italian Brovinci^ 8M60,722 .;^8, 490,072 
Hungary and Tian- 
syfvanSa, . . 7,698,584 .. 769,853 

, 111,092,941 11,109,294 

— TcntKBULL's iitisiria. ii. 361. 
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factureB of Britain m 
wants, and «an new liyalr ; . ■ 

Id. One ramai'Mlo wilidb 

stt*ik^ ^#e, most aup^vHoioi trarsUor 
111 ovoiy of Aua^ Bro|»er, the 
Tyrol, and Styr^a, & the oxtmordi- 
uaw and gjoiotal wellbeing of ike poa- 
santiy mthont many of i^e luxuri^ 
whi<m habit and a long command of 
the oonMnarce of the world have rezi' 
dered neotasaries to the English la- 
bourer ^dothed'lncomparattively coarse 
garments, often wilbout either tea or 
coSee,' the Ahstriau peasant enjoys a 
much and ijkore permanent 

share of the necessaries and oomforts 
(jf life than the gre^bulk of the work- 
ing-classes, at le^ 9 the manufactur- 
ing districts, of Great Britain. Con- 
toutmezit and happiness reign in, all 
their dwellii^. Their furniture and 
clothing, their carts and horses, their 
stables and offices, their well-fed docks 
and tea^ their trim h^dg^^ 
ditches,' indicate the induence of long* 
tistahli^ed wellbeing: In the beauti- 
ftd vall^s of Upper Austria, the eye of 
the travelli^ is gladdened, as in Swit- 
zerland and England, by that sure 
mark of general prosperity — the ex- 
tension of separate dwellings^and '^ell- 
d<^iined pfbpertiea over the whole sur- 
face of the country. Small green en- 
closures, neat fences, hedgerows of 
lofty tiij^ber, clean and cheerful white 
cotts^es, with their little gardens add 
trellises of roses, are to be seen on all 
Hides peeping out of the dark band <^‘ 
the circumjacent forest. Though uni- 
versally educated, they have no pre- 
tensions to an intellectual character, 
and are far inferior to the peasants df 
Saxony or Scotland in general infor- 
mation ; on the other hand, they 
have ©scaped the vices which elsewhere 
have foEotvod the rinrestrained tasting 
of the trfie of knowledge. 

20, JPasstonately fond of enjoyment, 
easy in their circumstarvoes, joyous and 
good-humodrsd, not disquieted about 
the future, no desiresj^yonjJ 

their condiUqh, they lead in general 
a prosperous and happy We, which 
many nations; might en?^, who, by 
straining after ideal and unatto^ble 
objects, ioee, like the dog in the fable, 


B^en has 
.Thair plea- 

sursiiv ^ wMc^ id fond, are 

oh|e:6^ (^the pl]y«m l|^ they do 
noimi^ the dstire fof dieration 
which in free oc^sfmunitias elfwates a 
few to greatnes^i hnd ecns^;ns ^sny 
to disappointment ; and they mt# be 
changed indeed h^qre a Bums, a 
Wiiit, or a Tellbrd arises among thetn. 
Yet are these physical, snjoymehts in 
a great degree divestad of me revolt- 
ing excesses so conunoh ih northern 
latitudes. They drink of their 
own beer or provincial w|»e but in* 
toxication is rare, qnarrep^cg ali&oM 
unknown amongst th^y- ki^ipimes^ 
dancing, and sociol .Restitute 

their great delight^ am the k^dli* 
ness of their disposit^oili these 

rustic assemblages a scene of equal 
enjoyment to the spectator the 
persons engaged In them. The vast ^ 
number of cat^e in.f^e monarchy--- ' 
fully double, in proportion to the po^ 
pulation, of those whidAxistinFr^ce 
— demonstrates in a decisive milliner 
the,general wellbeing of the ruTid po- 
pulation ; for a wi'etcjS^^d people can 
never keep animals of comforhi* Kor 
at^ more spiritual and ennobling fad- 
ings wanting among^hem ; hariu;y any 
people in Europe are more geud'aUy 
and passionately fond of music ; the 
graves of the dead are the object 
of universal and toudiing attadiment ; 
and in no part of the world is patriofcic 
spirit more strongly felt, or have more 
strenuous and persevemig efforts been 
made in the hour of danger in behalf 
of their country.? 

* The wine raised in Upper and Lower Aus- 
tria is worth 10^000,000 noriKLS, or £1,000,000 
yearly. About a sixth of the whole suciaoe of 
Lower Austria is devoted to the cultivation of 
the viue.— ;Uaymo)kx> and Rots, StatUtiguc dA 
U>vdx la Mo^Txhk AatriAMmwt, i. 2S4. 

♦ The horned cattle m the Austnau empire 

are 13,400,000 to a ponjiiation of 30 , 000 , 000 ^ 
m France tliby are U 000, 000 among 32, 000, OOO, 
or just one-hair — H chboldt, Afirf- 

ridionaU, ’vi ^ 96, 97 ; and LtOlIXXNSXElir, 
Statistic de VdutrichA, 160, 161. 

t The&e <>bacTvatlon8 apply td Upi)W aud 
IiOWGT Austria, tHyrisk, the Tyrol, and C«t- 
uiolft. in Bohemia, Hungary, at4 GaU«iia, 
fondaUntoutlona prevail ; thex)owet etthe 
nobles is nmj'o ocmsiderablo. and the c<jix 4 
ditiou oi' Uio people much leas prosperous. 
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,weill);H^.of;,lhe peaisiiS^ 
ia ^ MmoEd i^ tha teix^ py wliioh 
Iflf^le Wl4> i^ioad ix) ihe joat aad 
ei|uitabi^ |iiriiic^}ea|;)Q wbioh 
diaPtc baa. loPI? bW adminiaterad. 

i^e of landed pro- 

periy ,ia flxoeedingjy rarious, yet gene- 
nidjy the AnstrUn cultivator is not a 
tenapt in the English sense of the i^rd 
ie, a farmer holding at will, or 
in virtue of a lease ; he is a feuar in 
the sense nf Scotch law — that is, he 
has his land for ever on paying the 
fixed duties to the feudal superior. 

lord of the manor retains several 
qonsidei*able |iriyileges, paiticularly 
those of hunting, fishing, and holding 
certain manorialcourts, and he receives 
also certain fines on succession or 
transmission; but the real right of 
property remains with tiie coloni as 
long as they discharge their feudal 
duties, which ai^e genet^ally commuted 
on favourable termsf into payments in 
money. WheAj lauds are held by ten- 
ants proper, who also are very niinier 
rous, the leases are generally for six, 
eight, or twelv^j years ; and the rules^ 
of law in i*elaViou to these tenants, or { 
their subtenants, are extremely just 
towards the cultk^ator. Though the^ 
w'hole goods brought on the farm are j 
liable to the over-lord or piincipal | 




only liable to his. immediate superior, 
and the goods can only be attached by 
execution after judgment obtained, not 
by previous sequestration or mesne pro- 
cess, as in the British Islands. 

Humane and ample provision is 
made for the relief of the destitute; in 
nothing have the benevolence and Jus- 
tice of the Geimau character been moi « 
strikingly evinced than in this parti- 
cular. Ko port of Eui'Op^ perhaps, 
abounds so much in charitaole endow- 
as the southern and nchet pro- 
vinces of the Au&trian empire,' and 
since the roduciion of the monasteries 
imder JosephlL, bet weenl W2 and 1 7 86, 
rendered unavoidable a system of poor- 
laws, as was the case in Great Britain 
from asimilarcauselnihe reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, the attafition df government 
has been stron^y and beneficially di- 


rected to Jhat In Pxeiy irural 

commumt^ or pamh, and in evaiy fijls- 
tridt of the^wns, an Inatitutioh^for the 
poor, or ” «» 

under ^ direction of tike ,#0^80^ 
of the pariah, and an 

rmm filter,*' or “ S atkpaw^ ' 

Ihe funds for the dutdbpl^oiis 
by these functionariei, wJdoli'^ ^Oty 
liberal, are derived from d]ttti«y on ar- 
ticles of import in burghs, apd Volun- 
tary contributions in kind or .lAoney ; 
and the latter source, as in othu^ agri- 
cultural communities, is genemtly suf- 
ficient without i^iy direet, asaessment 
on property. not phdasophy de- 
spise, in these humble details, the “ short 
and simple aunala^f the poor;'* in them, 
I more than in the spr^ of j^pular 
po^er and passions, is the true secret 
of general prosperity and national at- 
tachment to be found. If we desire a 
proof, contrast the uniform and stead- 
fast loyalty amidst every disaster of the 
Austrian people, with the turbulent 
‘ paeons and furious hostility of the 
Irish democracy. 

, 23. Education, as is now well known, 
is not merely generally, but almost 
universally, dijQfused in the German 
provinces of Austria. Her gpveni- 
ment hiia organised a system, in this 
important particular, difierent from 
that which obtains in any other coun- 




fu\ am^^lio^ation of the intemm condi- 
tion of the people, the equalisation of 
i;\ght« iu the eye of the law, and the 
general wellbeing, combined with the 
tranquillity of the inhabitants, the Aus^ 
trian statesmen have viewed education 
al a mighty engine to mould the public 
mind, and on the due regulation of 
which the national safety is dependent. 
In conformity with this vi^siW, two fun- 

which are at the root of tiieir whole 
svstem of instruction. Tim first is, 
that all education, in 
or grade, whether pub^ 
from that of the prmcelp naiyer- 
sfby to that of the peasant Id; the, p^ish 
school, is to be plslsed under the guid- 
ance of the stat^ and liable to the di- 
rection and control of its function- 
aries 1 the second, that all edticatiou 
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should hu iSend^ iHth, wd mainly 

fouiidfid iMQy *«diglo»L ^ 

dition, liL<?weirer, ttko«fe,nmjile 1^#- 

tudeii i^^ttod in regs^io ^ 

Ugioti^i dwd i« twai^ It is 

only |»roi^d«d 13»t «v®iy ebpd be 
registered^ WongiTig to regions 
persuas|oil« ^d thst, in li% OdaQation. 
the prm«d|de 0 of return are ta 
form a meitmal paartof bis instiiieiioxi ! 
but it is immaterial what that religion 
is ; it may be the faith of the Jew or 
the I^rotestaait^ the Greek or the Ko- 
mauisi The charge of superrision 
is committed to the clergy of the dif- 
ferent perni^^asionB ; but tiiey are rigid- 
ly oompellea to teach those doctrines 
only which have b^ put forth by 
their niling conaiatonee, and sanction- 
ed by the supreme authority of the 
state. Thus the difficulty so sorvly 
felt in England, and other free coun- 
tries, as to what creed is to be taught 
at sdiools, is entirely avoided : and, 
like the Homan Pantheon, the Austrian 
institutions for education admit within 
their ample portals all known modifi- 
c ations of religious belief. Education 
is sedulously recommended by govern- 
ment and its subordinate officcra, and 
a complete system maintained at the 
public expense, or by extensive funds 
set apart for that purpose, from the 
humble mammar-sc^ool, through the 
various lyceums and gymnasiums, to 
the eight universities which form tl^e 
highest branch of the establishment* 
But it is not compulsory as in Prussia ; 
and hence, though the number of schc* 
lars in every part of the country is 
great, and rapidly increasing, yet it 


does nqity aiiih^ofis in^ebtne of the pro- 
vinces ' ethbi^ace all fha' 

On tne Wbole^ tihn system m education 
in Austria is extern^ imd judIbiouHi, 
and ibunded on Hl%ul piinciples ; but 
it is easy to be wise and l|bem in the 
adminudirationof Adcspdtic iktatet How 
long would such & symm eoexisi wiib 
a free piress, democr^c legislatioii^ 
po|ffilar institutions ? It is therOy and 
there only, that the real ^dency, fbr 
good aikd for evil, of the !&uit of the 
tree of knowledge is to be peremvod. 

24. The religion of AuSi^.lil the 
Homan Catholic, and the great 
of the people are of that persuiwn 
but persons of every wmy dH^ligioos 
creed are alike eligibliis tb all mces, in 
the army, law, or civil servi^; and 
practically there is no distinction made 
between them, either in-^vernment 
appointments or the Itnperiid alliances. 
iVe Archdukes Charles and Joseph 
have both married out^ of the p^ of 
the Romish church : th^ormer having 
espoused a Lutheran princess; the 
latter, first a lady of the Greek churchi 
then one of the» Luthe^ persuaai<m. 
^ine-tenths of the omyle estates be- 
longing, in former days, to the Homish 
church, were confiscated by the Em- 
peror Joseph betwedh 1784 and 1789 ; 
and the monastic orders now epibrace 
only nine thousand membeni Instead 
of eighty thousand, who formerly were 
maintained by their possessions But 
there was this vital distmetion between 
the proceedings of this philosophic re- 
former and those of our Henry v HI. — 
he did not bestow the confiscated lands 


* These unSvsrsitios are those of ViemiA 
Prague, Pavia, Ijctnberg, Qrats, OlxnuU, Ina- 
«pruok, and Postb. 

t In the whole empire, exclusive of Hun' 
gary, Transvlva&ia, and the military fron- 
tiers, there arc— 

Capable of going to acliool— 

Malea . 7 , . 1.807,777 

. « . 1,221,894 


Acfai^y at s^dibel- 
Femaiei^ / ' 


2.629,171 

87'4.840 

661,264 


1,686,104 

That is. about tdi*o-th|rds of the children ca- 
pable of being at school are actually gt It— 


TuitNBULL, ti. 143.— In Transylvania the pro- 
portion is still greater : there are 62.698 <mil- 
dren at school, out of 64,227 capable of 
going to it— a proportion greater than in any 
equiQ part of me nritish empire. 

t In th£\4u.vtrian empire Hieie are. ex- 
clusive of the military dass, 

Roman Catholics, 

Greek Church. Unitod* 

Greek, not United, 

Lutherans. 


24.431.^ 

8.878.8*0 

2,722,086 

1,189.817 

2,160,721 

46.399 

618.263 


Calvinists, 

Unitarians, 

Jews. 

64 , 628,668 

— Csasia 1884 ; and Tuiummx, fi. U ; and 
MatTE Brun. V. 727. 788. 
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oQ ^ refomltig p^6 t^l>jogi^otx offiuok^S^^ 

l)a)E^ birt^'io«rRhi few excep- eewiputo <«• itbebr 

ikm> aU iOtewiiiiilateiS into a tion by eemem^t, to ttom all 

in the by an attenl^on to their * in.lMii<eeti(, ind 
diifeiwiit' prbnriiQces, ibiim wmoh pro* a respect for Uieir ex* 

Vhdoii therea^r to be for traordlsiary s|>6ctacle of 
'tiie spiritual wants and education of the Mnssolman, the FawiSiJ^^'d the 
the people : So ample wei*e the "re* folio Werti. of Bhudda^ all in 

Opmt^ thus acquired, that no difhoulty frilling civil and military oMlenoe to 
b^ siBce been experienced in provid* the sway of the Christian has 

idjg funds for the religious and sectilar its exact counterpart in the Impkial 
in&tiuetion of the rapidly increasing dominions, where the Austrian I0atho- 
population. The same emperor intro* lies, the Bohemian Imtherans, the 
duc^ tlm equally imi>ortant change of Polish Jews, and the Eongarian or 
dehance of all the ramoii- Transylvanian Greeks, rival each other 
stitip^ of the Pope, the prayers and in devotion and attachment to the 
litres in the churches to be perform* Imperial government. Gue c^use alone 
edin the GerxfiUn tongue, though mass can explam in either instance each a 
is still ediebratOd in Latin. wAJarmed a pnxiigy, and that yis-^^attention to 
at 80 portentous an innovation, the remote interests on the part of the 
holy father hastened in person to central authority. Unhappily, such 
Vienna, to protest against it. He was the selhshuess of human nature, that 
receiv^Wth every posflibledemonstra- such attention is hardly ever to be 
tion of respect ; but the new systAi looked for except in the weak, with 
continued and «aU classes now ei^oy whom it is a matter of neoesHity. Had 
the inexpressible ctmifort of joining Hung»uy been the ruling power and 
in the tribute V^f prayer and praise in the seat of government, the BohumiauB, 
a language which they can understand, the Tyrolese, the Austiians, might 
QeUtlenessaud toleration pervade eyery have been subdued by force, but they 
department oj^the AiiBtri|in church.' would never have united in willing and 
Though the spiritual puthority of the cheerful obedience to its «wAy. The 
Supreme Pontift' is respectfully ad- rule of the dominant HuUUpcriana in 
mitted, the least futtempi at iuterfer* Hungary, in Bohemia, and Austria, 
ence with temporal power is steadily would not have been that of the Eng* 
resisted; the patronsge of livings, as lish in India, but of the English in 
m England, is vested in the crown, the the West Indies, or, till recent times, 
bishops, clerical and lay iucoi*)i»urations, in*lreland. 

ond {ndvate individuals ; and in no pai*t 2d. Under the influence of. this pa- 
of Etmope is the authority of the crown <|fmal system of government^ indiistry 
more pi^'severingly exerted to correct and cultivation have made very con* 
dericed abuses, or extend spiritual in- siderable progress in the Impeiial d(^- 
struction, by ordinances altogether in- minions ; but nothing to that of which 
dependent of the court of Home. tfley are susceptible, and which, to all 

25, The Austrian system pf govern- appearance, they will one day attain, 
moot, which has succeeded in so sur- Fully a fourth part of the whole super- 
prisiBg a manner in stilling the jeal- fleial extent of the state is still waste, 
otndes and lulling to slee[» Uy rivalries a large jKvrtion of wliioh is sufloepUble 
of sq many different nations, is founded of cultivation ; and even that which is 
on thqiiame pripcm as the British under the plough, does not;, il Ji^om- 
goveri^eiki ijs^iWia, and* in both hardy be excepted, yield o» am average 
countries it has ®een brought about by a fourth of what the soil could {?ro- 
the same necessity. It w«ft the weak- dp.ee. t^upposing that two hundred 
ness of the oetitiil power, when com- million acres of the Austrian territory, 
pared with the atrehgth of the subject outV)f the two hundred said fifty-two 
provinces, whidii.oomi^lled the govern- million of which it comrists, are capable 
mente of bothyim; at efiecting of prqfitable cultivatiou, ^iis would, at 
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tlie tsAd otW 

acr^fl, a liuia<3?^^miJ0i4ott» of 

inhabitaoH ot tiinoa ita 

preaaoippji^ktion.^ Graax; as t^bia num> 
ter 1% » k lesa than k to bo fouxid id 
some Tpark of Switoorjabd, wb^e lai^ 
parte tomtory oro sterila aod 

rocky, OOd ^tbopo are neyeziiholoaa one 
ipbabililit to er^ty acre and a quarter, 
aj) livMk ^ degree of ease and afflu- 
ence attnost unparalleled elsewhere in 
tlie worli 

27* Austria is now not a uniform 
homogenoQUs empire, subject to one 
law, descended of one race, inspired by 
one national feeling ; it is a omfedera- 
tion a/ tnonariohies united by accident 
or consent under one common head, 
but each governed by its own constitu- 
tion, laws, and oustoma. The Bove- 
roign is emperor of Austria, but \lq is 
king of Hungary and Bohemia ; and it 
isi in the latter chai’acter, and in it only, 
that he gives his commands to these 
mighty dependencies. jVo attempt to 
* alter the constitution, or force changes 
oTx the subjects of any of its provinces, 
is ever made, at least in modern times, 
by tbe g^iverninent of Vienna. J^ritis- 
fied if they remain peaceable, and con- 
tribute tlieir fixtid quota to tne general 
defence of the empire, they willingly 
allow them to enjoy their national in- 
stitutions, and sedulously attend to 
every circumstance, even j a form, which 
h*nd« to •maintain their national feel- 
ings, or did^use the illusion of roru' in- 
dependence. The Kmpenw can issue 
orders wliich are obeyed both in Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, but he does so as 
king of these monarchies ; his orders 
are addressed to their respective chan-* 
ceries, into which none but natives are 

Total sui>erdciett of the Austrian dotuiu- 
lOWs — Joebs. Acre*. 

Of which arable. ^ S8. 860. 680 .. 66,733.360 
Viueyar<k • 2,864,760 ,. 7,709,520 

Mcaoowa orch-'j 

ards, and gar- [• 13.SU,708 27,623,416 

deuA } 

PaBtuties, . , v 11. OH. 707 .. 22,029.414 
Foreate, . . . 33,385.015 ..j,66, 770.030 

} ^*■*82.870 .. 190,tfi5.740 

— -fspaiKawi’s sm: d4 VAiUricJte ; and Toson- 
soRHKi, &ur U* Fmancw tU VAviriehi^ i 114, 


admitta<^ ai»d they are always In stridt 
meir existing eonsti- 
tutiema kws. Smpn^irementa: in 
local legialatUm drittstteli«ms ai'ccnly 
introduced when i^eco^mfmdedly their 
^i^bUshed parl^euts or legiiMure, 
enfqrqm when sanctioned by their 
au^ority. The ^ro^^^iiScret of govern- 
ment oqhsists in asoeiititeiidn& from.opr- 
rect sources, the wahte of the vinioaB 
subjects of the empire, and anti<|^^ng 
their complaints by being bsfm^chAnd 
with the requisite refbrmA '^'iDyery- 
thing for the peqple, nothing by, th^,** 
which NajKileon describe ^eal 

secret of good goyerim>«toi^( 4&I long 
been the ruling principle of the^Aos- 
trioD administration; meir mmdtn is to 
prevent the growth of politic^ passion 
by carefully conserving political and 
individual interests. Whether such a 
system is equally .advan^goous, as the 
popular institutions whmh^p^ko such 
changes emanate ibmh the dScchwill 
oj the people, thia k bot tho plade; td 
discuss ; but itmay safdlj be ^rmsd 
that it is the only ay^Ama of^^vem- 
meni adapted for a people in the cir- 
cqmbtances of the great bulk Of the 
subjects of Austi-ja, 'o** by which its 
vfirious provinces ooui?l be retained in 
willing obedience to the central gov- 
erumenh ^ 

2ii. Although the popular plmolpk 
enters very little into the gepjejhill sys- 
tem of the A^triau odminist^lon in 
any of its p winces, yet it is ft mis- 
take to suppose, as is frequently done 
in Great Britain, th^t the power of the 
crown is entirely unconU’ofled, and that 
the government is a pure despo^n. 
In every paii; of the empire tnerc is 
a provincial State or Standee” com- 
posed of the principal inhabitants. 
Their composition voideB in diffoi'ent 
provinces : but, generally sixsaking, 
they ar^ the notables dr ^ief men of 
the district, not the r^i’Csentatives ,of 
any large body in the community. 
They oousist in al>cajSes of four classes : 
the clergy, the higher nobilitv, tbe or- 
dinary landholders, and tbe buighore. 
The latter are deputies of cities, but 
elected by a limited class. They have 
no legislative power, but they have im- 
portant powers of admxnistmtion with- 
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io ibeir om xw«dy the 

entire 4ireo1ieii nf the nc^e^n of the 
meime^ levying of ^en wi^n I 
thoee itThey tmAle represent^ I 
ticks' mnonstrences, on, liU 
of loci^ oonofil^ ; end in « go>e*, 
ennnent. founded on the piinoi|de:df 
pre^tii^ d^ontent hy anticipating 
aliii^lhe ^!^onable wante of their eub- 
jets^ these representations are often m 
eFeo|iial as actual legislation, eman^ j 
ing themselves, would have been. 
Jn Hungary, a more thorough i-epre- 
sentativo system prevails, if that sys- 
tem 'be called representative which, 
fm^lltinSiniy for the interests of the 
arite^tic body, is entirely rested oti 
thM In Lombardy, the pro- 

vincial estate are elected in a still more 
popular manner— the deputies being 
proper representatives of the whole in- 
habitants who pay taxes io a cei-t^iin 
amount^ SiOd the suftrage being con- 
ducted . through a double, and some- 
times a triple eleetiou. But in all the 
provinces! the duties •'and powers of 
these assembliesnre the same, and very ! 
nearly resemlde those which, in ancient 
times, belonged to the English parlia- 
ment— visj. the^^ising and collecting 
the reventie and levies of men, and re- 
presenting their wants to the govern- 
ment. The power bf taxation and le- 
gislation belongs to the crown, to be 
exercised, however, by and through 
these loc^ assemblies, 

28, The public debt of Austria is 
very considerable, and will hereafter 
weigh heavily, like that of England, on 
the energy and' resources of the cm* 
pire. ^ !0reat pains have been taken by 
the Imperial authorities to conceal the 
msgnit^e of this burden, and mystify 
the details published regarding it; but 
enough exists to show that it is a veiy 
seripns burden. Part of it is of old 
standing* but by far the gre^cer pro- 
pmiion was,,Cftitracted ^ring the dis- 
astrous the French Hevolu- 

tion. The made diiHng that 
long and contest was so con- 

siderable, that in it Amounted 
to little short of 1,000, OOO^OOO ftorins, 
(^£100,000,000), and the total interest 
which required to be provided for was 
no less than 42,8lf|000 ftorius, or 


^,281,700 s^Ung. This, it must be 
adiniti*»d^ ‘ is a heavy burden upon a 
nation little ibounding in commercial 
wealth, and the revenue of which has 
not yet reacdied £14,000*000 a-year. 
Yet it is inconsiderably bo^ in point 
of absolute and relsfive amoxlnt, to 
that of Great Britain, which, of a re- 
! vdfjtue which does not now exceed, from 
I ordinary sources, £50,000,000 Sterling, 

I absorbs annually £28,000,000.^ And 
if the resotfroes which ulthnately may 
be rendered available to thS'two coun- 
tries bo taken into considerationi the 
balance will incline still more deci- 
sively in favour of the Austrian em- 
pire. Certainly, to a countty possess- 
ing a fine climate, thirty-five miniems 
of inhabitants, and more than double 
tbe whole area of the British Islands, a 
pubke debt of a hundred millions ster- 
ling cannot be considered as a very 
crushing burden, when Great Britam, 
wnth half these natural resources, exists 
ami flourishes under eight hundred , 
millions. 

20. This national debt of Austria 
was, as we ba^e said, for the most part 
contracted during the Bevolutionary 
war: two-thirds of its amount grew up 

* Public debt of Austria in 184l-«-‘ 

ZKTKRXBT. 

Paper money, fflorins) 4,84S,7S5 
Old debt from 1792, . 24£,815,orK) 2,458,150 
Old debt not covered. 2,660,000 SO.OOO 
DeW. to bankers, 42,000.000 1,850.000 

675,350 

Debt of Lombardy, 74,000.000 2,980,000 
doK since 1 792, 444, $27, 690 18,041, 614 
Debts on lottery, . 61,273,000 

Due to the, bank, . 89,250.000 2,030,000 

Floating debt, . SO.UOO.OOO 900,000 

* 099,904,831 29,485,014 

To the interest must }>e added annually— 

For Sinking'ftmd, ffiorins) . 8,170,820 

Do. in liombardy. . 730,000 

Do. for lottery do., . 2,873,340 

A^ual rents applied to Sinking- j. j ggg 150 

Total Sinking^fimd . . 1$,C6J,810 

Eoi»jTO«nt of olff debt d»TO^ 4 , WOOD 

Toidin diUbarEeafdabt,’ . 17,801,810 

Addijiterestof debt, . , 99,486,014 

Total ainraaldiarges of debt* * 47,126,824 

— TcBOBSOxtsxi, i. 48. 49. 
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(lining or sinoe that teniWe ooitvtd* other countrieji. ^ la 1M» part of Strrope 
Kion. Great part of it wae, eoatweted b ika praotbel edm of goT> 

ill paper moiiey, hearing a foreecl cir- emment more gwrtle aaqd Mte^nal &aii 
culation-^the most aaiiy method for the in the Heremitif States ;^t in the 
moment, md , the most hurdenaome in reomitly-aoi^ttired proviao^^ the weight 
tho end, which , a state can possibly 

adopt. The diffl<iplty of comprehend- ihwijr stthjejp of local oi^ldaint, aris- 
iug the complicated details of Austrian ing from the eaiorhit|$l^ power of the 
finance arises, in a gi^eat degree, froth nobles, and thefeuddMtiicti 0 napn:t|^ 
this cireunastonoe, as a considerable pe^le, have long existed in tho lSfti^- 
pfut of the debt is due to the holders of gamn and Bohemian dominions^, jThe 

I bis paper money, which government is population of the empire, at the' pace 
<d)liged to recognise as at par to the of Liindvilie in 1801, wa»,^,l50iil,000 ; . 
holders. TtS depreciation was often and they have given ample ptoc^ in 
vei*y great during the war; but the re- the glorious eifoHs of 

giikr and stable administi-ation of the both of the ooura^one 
Impei'ial government has uniformly spirit by which they are 
made it resume its proper value on the and the heroic aacrifioefr of 
return of peace. And, iiotwithstand- are capable.. ■ ' 

ing the difficulty which the public ex- - 82. Jealousy of Prussia was, during 
cbeqiier has experienced in dischiv'g" the years which followed the treaty of 
ing the iutex’est of their public debt Lun^ville, the leading piiacj^e of the 
Hi nee the peace, they have had the for- Austrian cabinet ; a Ceding Whind^ oii- 
iitude to keep up a sinking fund of ginated in tbenggmsionandoom^uiCste^^. 
10,000,000 floi-ins, (£1,000,000), nearly of the Groat Frederieh, and had 
e(iual to a third of the interest of the much increased fty ihe«}iaslp^itic and 
debt; a fact which, contrasted with ungenerous advantage ii&hm ^ Court, 
the ruinous abaudoumeut of the same of Berlin took of the distresses .and 
adrairnbJe institution dunng the same dangers of the Austiiim monaitshy, to 
period by Groat Britain, illustrates the extend, by an nllianc^ with 
vital distinction bet>veen tbe fore.sigbt tbeir possessions and influence in the 
of an aristocratic, and the recklessueas north of Germany. Europe had too 
of a popular government much cause to lanftnt this unhappy 

31. The foreign policy of Au.stria, division, the result of a selflsh and 
like that of all other countries which short-sighted policy on the part the 
are governed by a landed aristocracy, Prussian goveminent, which, in their 
18 Kteady, consistent, and ambitious, rivalry of the Emperor, made :^eiii 

I I never loses sight of its objects : yields shut their eyes to the enormous dagger 
when it cannot resist, but prepares of French ambition, till incalculable 
silence the means of future elevation, calamities had been inflicted on both 


In ito other monarchy of equal extent monarchies, and they themselves were 
id the personal cost of the court so in- brought to the vbfge of doBtruction by 
considerable ; a gi eat expenditure A the overthrow at Jena. Though com- 
not requireti either to uphold the in- pelled frequently to witbdi*aw from 
fluence of the crown, or to overshadow the alliance with Engiand, the Auelrian 
the lustre of the nobility. The dis- government never ceased; to look to it 
posal of all the situations in the army, as the mitm pillar of the confederacy 
and those in the civil administration, for the independence of Europe, and 
which are at least as numerous, renders reverted to the cabinet of hondou on 
the influence of government irresist- every occafiAon when Ihtjr took up ai'UM, 
ible, and enables the archdukea and in tlie perfect oonfldeuoe that they 
Imjwrial fsttnUy, without inj,yry tp would not apply for aid in vain. The 
their authority, iciive rather with the natural inclination of the Imperial go- 
HimpUcity of private citisena than the vemment was to lean for Continental 
extravagance of pxincea of the blood in support on the Russian power; and 

VOL. VI. ' . » ' j 
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tQiidenoy was aof^sider* 
cMy irealMad' ^ the pstb wluioli the 
l^terabm^ book 

PhM^iA !&!; matter of 

ONmm i'et thk iempo- 

my eatraiigement oeaeed txpoa 
tbe arrital of more presimg dangoti, 
and the two ntitioss were to be seen 
contending side by side, with heroic 
oonstancy, on the field of Austerli^ 

^ The leading persons in the^ad- 
ministration of Vienna at this period 
were the Count Cobentsel, Tice-chan- 
oe^or of state^ and Count Colloredo, a 
cabinet minister, and intimate friend of 
tlmBmp^for. The Archduke Charles, 
ip^eat mfiitary abilities had pro- 
oiiwid for him^ European reputation, 
was at the head of the war depart- 
ment ; but the powers of government 
were really in the hands of Cobentzel 
and Colloredo, and an unworthy jeal- 
ousy prevailed of the hero who had 
more than once proved the saviour of 
Germany. A young man, afterwwds 
celebmt^ in l^e molt important trans- 
actions of Eurbpe, M. de Meijternich, 
had already made himself distinguish- 
ed by hie eminent talents in poiiticRl 
afiairs, but he^luad not yet risen to any 
of the great offices. The general policy 
of the Austrian cabinet at this jieriod 
waa reserve and 'caution ; the empire 
had bled profusely from the wounds of 
former wars, and required years of re- 
pose to regain its strength and recruit 
its finances ; but the principles which 
governed its secret resolutions were 
unchangeable, and it was well known 
to aU the statesmen of Europe, that in 
any coalition which might be formed 
to restrain the ambition of Franc<^., 
Austria, if success appeared fet«?ible, 
would bear a prominent part. 

84. Russia, under the benignant rule 
uf Alexander, was daily advancing in 
wealth, power, and prospessty. Tlmt 
illustrious prince, whose disposition 
was naturally inclined to exalted feel- 
ing, had been brJsd in thef cxei*cise of 
benevolent aiSections by hwtutor. Colo- 
nel La Horpo, a Bwiss by birth, and a 
philanthropist by character, under 
whose instrucUons he had learned to 
appreciate the career which 

lay before him, in the improvement, 


^nstivicti^h, and elevation of his^people. 
Frofi^ of his 

^ reign; braathadit^ 

vomt epirib : the pnipidlQiib^ 
knout, lie uae of tofkitri^ feten 
aboliBhed ; valuable «ig|hl^ |^n to 
aeveral classes of tpi^iove- 

ments introduced mto the, civil and 
iriminsl. ohde ; slavery banish^ from 
the royal domains ; and the gevm of 

representative insiitutiona introduced, 
by permitting to the the con- 

servators of laws, til^'Vight of re- 
monstrance gainst their introduction. 
But these wise and philanthropic im- 
provements, which daily made the 
Czar more the oViject of adoration to 
his subjects, only rendered Russia 
moj‘e formidable to tlie powers of 
Western dMirope. The pofiiSy of the 
cahiutjtof St Potei-sburg was unchanged 
and unchangeable. Domiueering as- 
cendancy over Turkey and Persia, prt- 
dominant influence in the European 
monarchies, formed the continued ob- 
ject of its ambition ; and in the con- 
tests and divisions of other poweis. 
too many opportunities occurred of 
carrying its dcHiguB into execution. For 
above a century past, Russia has con- 
tinually advaii(;ed, and never once 
ce<ied ; victorious or vanquished, its . >p- 
pouents are ever ghid to puriffiase w 
respite from its ho.stility by the cession 
of territory. Unlike the ephemeral 
empires of Alexander or Napoleon, its 
fl'oiitiera heve slowly and steadily en- 
larged. Civilisation marches in the 
j-ear of conquest, and oorisolidatcs the 
acquisitions which power has ma<lc : 
ics population, doubling every aixtj' 
vears, is daily roxidcring it more for- 
midable to the adjoining atates; and 
its extension, to all human appeamnc<‘, 
irf not destined to be arrested till it 
has subjected all Central Asia to iti- 
rule, mil established the Cross in un- 
disturbed sovereigi»ty on the d<)me ( f 
St nopbia and the minare^ of Jeru- 
salem. I ^ 

S5. At the conclusion olf thq reign 
of Pet^r the Great, in 1726, the popula- 
tion of the empire WBsabout20, 000, 000, 
ai^iitsrevenue 18,000,000 silver rubles, 
or £8,200,000 sterling: in 1707, its 
numbers had swelled to 28,000,000, 
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and Jto tjSmaa 

^ i^bou^fiO/IQt^tOOiy n^v^r 

; ftitzta^aq^ttivar 
lent least thftt mm in 

Fwcl^tse, ind ite omeunt* «t tfaat 
period, in 0reat Britain.* I'ke greater 
part or the wenue was derived *fr<^ 
the capitation tax — a apeoieaof impost 
common to all nations in a certain 
stage of «^^ation, where slavery is 
general, l^d: the wealth of each pro- 
prietor is niariy in proportion to the 
number of agric^tai^ labourers on his 
estate. It amounted to five rubles for 
each freeman, and two for each serf, 
and was paid by every sxinjoct of the 
empire^ whether free or enslaved. Cus- 
t ums and excise, e8pecially*on spiritu- 
otifi liquors — ^the object of universal 
desire in cold climates — produced a 
large sum : the duties on ihese artfoles 
alone brought in annually 80,000,000 
paper rubles, or £8,000,(^00, into the 
jaiblic treasury. But notwithstanding 
this considerable revenue, and the high 
yiiln© of money iu that comparatively 
ii\fant state, tne expenses of govern- 
ment, which necessarily embraced a 
(.‘on.siderable n/ival as well as military 
t stablishment, >vero so great that its 
l] nances were barely equal to the pro- 
tection of its vast territory ; and ex- 
perience has denionstrated that, w'itlx- 
t/ut large foreign subsidies, Russit^ is 
unable to bring any great force into 
the central jmi’ts of Europe. 

36. The ai*my, raised by conscripti<^ 
at the i*ate of so many in each hundred 
of the male population, amounted nomi- 
nully to above three hundred thousand 
men. But, from the vast extent *of 
toiTitory which they had to defend, 
it was a matter of great difficulty to 
assemble rfby considemble force at one 
point, especially at a distance from 
the frontiers of the empire ; and in the 
wars of 1805 and 1807, Russia never 
could bring above seventy thousand 

* The revenue actually, paid was 120,000,000 
Tuhleii; hut irotn the f-ritatemmiou of paper 
fuoneyhaarnig a legal cilrronw wibaequent 
tu 17B7, ihe v^ua of the ruble had hUkn to 
half of what it was in its originalsilver stan- 
dard, and it was worth no uQore tliau hulf-a- 
crown English money. -^Biouox, ii. 282. 


men one firid of ^ 

lio state 4iii^ce #0 

great between Hkm lof en'Ottdy 
ae it appears m pNi^i^iisr^ 

Ibroe which it can :^ld ; 

' and' a eotnn^lMEieftr in . as- 
semble ronh^ Ihie litBe more 

than half of what the gaaettes enticiance 
as being at his dij^g>i^. Bmwn^^w- 
ew, from the agricditntal popnMon, 
itf soldiers 

both from the native Sbrenra and 
the enduring courage vrm^ pos- 
sessed. The id%htest ph^s^ 
was Bufiicient to %tme 
serf to he rejected; and • 
embraced the militaxw 
luotanoe, and left tbeif hom^ wAiist 
loud lamentations, they sooh' attached 
themselves to thahr colours, mid under- 
took with nndaunted resolutioB any 
service, how perilous soevet', on wdiich 
they might be The oommissariat 
was wretched ; the hoapitid sertlhOHStili 
miserably defective : ^ut the arriUlcry, 
though cumbrodk, wa4 numaroox a^ 
oflmirably served, ana ihe quality of 
the troops almost unrivaMed. * A.oct»e* 
turned to hardships from their infancy, 
tliey bivouacked without tents on the 
enow in the coldest Weather, and Mib- 
sisted without murmuring on a fare so 
scanty that the English soldiem wotdti 
have thought themselves starved on' it. 
Fed, clothed, and lodged by jginvern- 
ment, the pay of the infantry only 
amounted to half-a-guinea, that of the 
Cossacks to eight-and-sixpence a-year ; 
but Buch was the patriotic ardour and 
national enthusiasm of tho people, that 
even on this inconsiderable pittance 
they were animated with the highest 
spirit, and hardly evei* were known to 
desert to the "enemy. The meanest 
soldier was impress^ with the belief 
that Russia was ul^mately to conquer 
the world, and that the commands of 
the Czar in the prosecution of that 
great work must invariably be obeyed. 
When Bcihiingseii towards Kon- 

igsberg, in. the campaign of 1807, and 
sought to elude the enemy by forced 
marchesr during tl|p long nights of a 
Polish winter, the murmur at retreat 
was so imposingly atjdacious, alUiough 
ninety thousand men thundered in 
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c!om ' the gffliml 

coxd^&04’l0«^the IV 

by M nr^ ttiavebing 

tdtrar^l lt 0eld of battle. The 

icW on aist daya of oon^ 

tix^ued )lR]^e and si^edng instantly 
b^tei|d $ and joyous acqlainatioiia rehi 
the 44ty when they received the eom- 
tnand to halt, and the lines were form- 
ed* wiih parade precision, amidst 
icy lidces and drifted snow of Eylaur 
ST. Enthusiastically beloved by his 
subjectB, Alexander had, immediately 
on:^ accession to the throne, abolish- 
ed ihe custom of alighting i^om the car- 
ri$j|e%hen the royal equipages were met, 
wSSh had exdt^ so much discontent 
unW hia tyrannical predecessor ; but 
the risfifpect of his subjects induced 
them to continue the practice, and^ to 
avoid such a mark of Oriental servi- 
tude, he was»iu the habit of driving 
about, iiffithout guards, in a private 
chari^ Mamed early in life to the 
beautiful Princess Elizabeth of Baden, 
he soon became^n incfifferent husband, 
but constantly Kept up the external ap- 
pearances of decorum, and remained 
throughout an attached^ friend to that 
princess. Mor^f tender cords united 
him to the Countess Narishkin, a Pol- 
ish lady of extraoniinary fascination, 
gifted with all the ^ace and powers of 
conversation for which the women of 
rank in that country are, beyond any 
other in Europe, distinguished ; and to 
her influence, joined to that of Prince 
CzartoriiiBki, his early friend and ad- 
viser, a distinguished noble of the same 
nation, his marked regard for the Sar- 
matian iime through life is, in a great 
degree^ to be ascribed. Immediately 
upon his accession to the throne, he 
was compelled to select his ministers 
from the party which placed him there , 
and PaMen, Pain, and Woronzoff were | 
his Aral bflvisera But though attach- 
ed Iz^ozia m outset to England, to whoso 

**'€omicadea po not. foi-ward into tho 
trenches ; you will be^jost !" critfl a retiring 
party to an advancing detachment: **the 
onetny arts already in poeseasloif.”'— Prince 
Potemkin must look to that, ibr he gave ns 
the order: come On, ]|u0Si»ne 1 ” was the re- 
ply, and the whole tnsrdbed forward and 
perished, the victims of their heroic sense of 
duty.— fea Bobekt PoiisA War, 

p.s. ' . ' ' 


iflflu«S*c5h 
sinoeri ^ 0 ^ 

angry feeiliiiga uf 179^^ 

into the Prenc^i pppjiii^ # 

Prussia at the expense' of in 

thedivisimi of 

hfrn^to Fr^enrfc-WilS^ had 

ascended' the throne about thO' same 
age, and only shoiily befmb hiniself ; 
and this mts soon ripened ^to a sin- 
cere attachment, from thsir/ interview 
at Memel in the summer ci ISOS, and 
contributed not a little to determine 
the subsequent course of events on the 
great theatre of Europe, 

88. In proportion as the time ap^ 
proached when his great projectsagainst 
Austria were to be carried into execu- 
tion. Kapoleon redoubled his -ostensible 
effoi-ts for the invasion of Cheat Britain. 
These preparations, which never had 
been more than a feint i!h)in the mo- 
ment that intelligence of the stoppage 
of Villeneuve’s fleet by Sir Robert Cal- 
der’s action, and the subsequent retreat 
of that admiral to Forrol, had been re- 
ceived, completely produced the de- 
sired effect. Austria, deceived by the 
accounts which were daily transmitted 
of the immense accumnlatiou of forces 
on the coasts of the Channel, the em- 
barkation of the Emperor’s staff and 
heavy artillery, and the continual ex- 
ercising of the troops in the difficult 
an'd complicated operation of getting 
on shipboard, deemed the moment come 
■vi^hen she could safely commence hosti- 
lities, even before the arrival of the Rus- 
sian auxiliaries. She broke ground, 
accoi’dingjy, by crossing tlie Inn andin- 
ytong the Bavarian teiritories, fondly 
imagining that the Freaicb troops were 
still on the shores of the Channel, and 
that she would be able^ by % rapid ad- 
vance, t<» rouse Bavaria and the lesser 
powers of Germany to join her stan- 
dard, and appear before the arrival of 
Kapoleon, witbuthe whole forces tif the 
empire, on the banks of the l^he. 
Bpt sh^gi'ievouslymiscalcukted; fn eo 
doing, the activity and resources of the 
Freflrii Emperor, and soon found to her 
cost that she had been the dupe of his 
artifices, and had unwittin^y }>layed 



1805.1 B3i*aior OF mmm sb 


%h. M [ ^niimittea U ^ ctkhm^ 6f Vionna a 

data^M dbiidiiad. from tbo 

:* ; ^ ^ imperf^atadfatBoiuktfn^yc^t^^ 

'''' ‘withwmoh Aulic arid compOBition of ai^y» 

Coni?ilSl <mga^in tJiiB mi^^ Bhowing above hundrect and thirty 

eighty ihotuwlid mm ; and il^ Bnaaiaiui thotiao^ tamt oMl deaoriptionfli ready 
wei% Btill BO M>f emoted ee to render it to march ; and aekedt; nfbeikep it was 
impoBsiMetomkon^pon their co-op^ against England oy Arietria thai ^is 
ration inthedrstmoTementeof the cam* force wag really int^ed to act f With 
paign. Prebipitasoeinforcingonhostili- ijiatuated selfcmifiteoe^ their host 
ties before their troops were arrived, continued to advance ; soon it overran 
was the rnin of this campaign. They the Bavarian plains, entered the.dedleB 
had, i;Hth reason, calculate upon being of the Black Fprest, and oecOfldfid with 
joined by the whole forces of Bavai*la ; its autposts the openings firiins|\ that 
but, as already noticed, the paternal rocky ridge into the vall^ oC ^^e 
anxiety of the Elector rendered these Hhine. , 

hopes abortive, and thi’cw the whole 40. From the mmtent tlud 
u'eigbt of that electorate into the op- evident that hostiUties were tbsAtnid* 
ixjsite fioalfl. Public spirit^ in the Im- able, Kapoleon had been iadefkdgahle 
periai dominions was strongly roused, in his endeavoms to engage Prussia oa 
and the people were preparwi to hiake his side. The instructions to Buroc, 
any sacrifices in defence of their coun- his envoy at Berlin, were, to represent 
tiy ; but they had little of the self-cou- to the Prussian government *Vihat 
fiaenoe or hope whioli, even more than there was not a mongjnt to lose j 
physical power, constitutes the strength it was indispensable an alliance eih^hld 
of an army. The soldiers went into the forthwith be condudfed between ^e 
field resolute and devoted, but x*ather two states ; that the confederacy of Hne* 
with the resignation of mariyra than sia, Austria, apd England was ecpudly 
the step of conquei*or8. Their repeated menacing to both ; thbt, during the ne- 
defeats had rendered them neai'ly des- 
perate of success. The army was nu- 
uiorous, gallant, and vi-ell appointed, 
but baldly equal to the task of meet- 
ing unaided the united French and 
Bavarian forces, even if led by com- the Emperor was about to make an 
mouderu of equal talent and experictice. autumnal campaign • that having dis- 
AVhat, then, was to be expected from jajrsed the armament of Austria b^ore 


gotiations for the coucnision of a trealy, 
it was necessary that Prussia should 
make an open decViration against Aus- 
tria, or at least a formidable demon- 
stration on the Bohemian frontier j that 


them when advancing unde'r the guid- 
ance of Mack to meet the grand ority 
grouped round the standards of Napo- 
leon ? * In vain the British government 

• 

* Though totally iofioient in the decision, 
promjjtitxjde, and' t^resight requisite for a 
commander in the field, Mack was by no 
means without a considerable degree of ta- 
lent, and still greater plausibility, in arrang- 
ing on paper tiie plan of a campaign ; and so 
lar did this speoieB ability impose on Mr 
Pitt, that ln» wrote to tiie cabinet of Vienna, 
recommending that offic^ to the command 
of the Oeituan army, Tne just and decisive 
opinion expressed of him by Nelson at 
^ap^l^ in i7(i^ has already becfi noti^d. 
With nil hia great qualities as a civil states- 
man, Mr Fitt/’haa but little capacity 
military combinattojiB ; and this is th^ndg- 
nieut, in this particular impartial, pronoun- 
ced upon liim by Napoleon,— NapotBCtr in 
MoKTHoLoi!^, ii. 432. 


tbe mouth of January, Francs and 
Pruaeia might turn their united forces 
against Bussia, for which purpose the 
Emperor ofiered tbe aid of eighty thou- 
sand men, amjily provided with every- 
thing necessary for a campaign/’+ The 
answer of the Prussian oauiust to these 
propositions was in the main favour- 
able. They admitted ** that th^ union 
of Finance and Prussia could alone pro- 
vide against the rest of the Continent 
u 1 

t Instructions to Duroc, 24th august 1S06. 
— BzonoSi fe', 334. These iustniotions, writ- 
ten the very day on which Napoleon received 
accounts of therotreat of Villonetive to C«^, 
and wh^ he dictated to Dam the march of 
the grand army from BouJogue across Gex- 
tnmiy (ante, Chsp. xxxix. 4 oOX are a singu- 
lar monument m his vigour and rapidity of 
detorminatlou. 
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soioh (Ml m«n»re ijie 

n»uiit€a^^ of g^uej^i twqtxiiaity. 

41. l^J^en^pleaipot«atiairy,tEk' 

iog tbe^e a more favoumible 

860116 thi^ they were g^rhapa iuteod^ 
immediately commeneed the drawiryg 
ofit ^ ft treaty of alliance, offensive and: 
(j^fonaive, bkween the two powers; bat 
when it was-oomnmnicated to the Pros- 
sian government, their temporising ffc- 
li(^ reappeai^ ; they were willing to 
unite wth France in cider to pr^^t 

msmnption of hostilities, but h^- 
tat^^ tamng any step which mightin- 
volye^hetn in the contest; and evinced, 
amwt (dl their anxiety for the acqui- 
of Hanov%,r, an extreme appre- 
hension of the oonsequenoes of a Kus- 
fiian war. To overcome theii’ scruples, 
Napoleon did not hesitate to engage 
that ** he wou^d I’Ctain none of his con- 
quests his own account, and that 
the Empire of France and kingdom of 
Italy should receive no addition.*’ But 
the terrors of the Prussian cabinet were 
not to be overcdSae by these obviously 
hypocritical professions, and they per- 
sisted in their resolutiov to enter into 
no eai^enient <4rhich might involve 
them in hostilities. Matters were in 
this doubtful state, when the Bussian 
minister at Berlin presented a letter 
from the Emperor Alexander, in wliich 
he proposed an interview with his Prus- 
sian Majesty on the frontiei-s of their 
respective dominions, and requested 
permission for the Bussian troops to 
pass through his tenitories on their 
route for Bavaria. The pride of Fre- 
derick William instantly took hre; and 
he replied by a decided negative against 
the imssage of the Muscovites through 
any. part of his dominions ; but ex- 
press^ his wdUngness to meet his an- 
guist neighbour at any place which he 
might select. Prussia, at the same 
time, renewed its negotiations with 
France fo^ the acquisition of Hanover 
as a deposit, until ite.) oonclusipXL of the 
war ; a pro^Bitimi to which Napoleon 
testihed no uiiWilliugnesB ic accede, 
provided France lost none of its rights 
of conquest by the depoidi'’ 

42. While these nhworj^y negotia- 
tions were tarhishing :ihe reputation 
of the Prussian zaonmthy, the French 


troopsTwM in 'the' ' 
ahows^'o|.'|Hm 

the RbS^ii:^' The , 

Nftpol^n to all the ^ 

army for <he tracing^^ 

were as perfect a mo^l iie'bb^jcsbi' 
n^ons of a general, as the fidelity and 
accuracy with which ih^ Wei^ MlOwed 
were of the disciplineand efSoi^oy of his 
followers. Xhe stages, the plteee of rest, 
the daily marches 6f eveiy recent, 
were pointed out with undevioting ac- 
cuiftcy over the imm^se oircumforenco 
fr-om Cherbourg to Hiunboig ; relays of 
horses were provided to convey by post 
those who vsnenre more remote, twenty 
thousand carriages collected for their 
rapid conveyance, and the immense host 
caused to converge, by different routes, 
throiNgh France, Flanders, and the noTtlx 
of Germany, to Ulm. the centre where 
it was anticipated the decisive blows 
against the Austrian monarchy trere to 
be struck. * The troops simultaneously 
commenced their march from the coast 
of the Channel in the beginning of Sep- 
tember, and performing, with the cele- 
rity of the Boman legions, the journeys 
allotted to them, arrived on the Bhine 
from the 17th to the 25d of the same 
month* They were a>ll in the highest 
spirits, buoyant with health, radiant 
with hope : the exercise and discipline 
to which they had been habituated 
during the two preceding y earn, in their 
camps on the shortjs of the ocean, hav- 
ing enabled them to overcome, with 
eaSe, fatigues which would have bt’en 
deemed insm-mountable at that period 
by any other soldiers of Europe. f Such 
wat' the vigour with which the soldieris 
were animated, that out of fifteen thou- 
sand native French who were in Mar- 
mont's corps, only nine men were left 
behind, iu a march of twenty days from 
Holland to Wurtssburg ; a fact unparal- 

* the orders, addressed Napoleon to 
theseTou nmrsbals^ifomnianding the ibom of 
the army, in Dukas, xiU. 300, 

Just.-^Mmy of them are dated at nine, ten, 
oleveA at might, at midnight i but in OU is 
to be soon the some extmordiniuy noiim of 
minutmess and accuracy of detail, with gran- 
deur and extent pf general combuiatioh. 

t The celerity With which tim mardh of 
Marshal Key’s cortW was performed is par- 
ticularly remaricable. 
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iwonjiy-llyo.'-iw Ujirty 
dstjst of tbo 

Chaoo^y 6m hundred and 

wit(^ rest of a day^ 
and mm ftei^<s^ miy aiek or fitraggleM 
falling oft from Iheir arr^. 

43, The amy which Napoleon thus 
directed ^mnst the Imperialists was 
the most formidable, in reapfct of num- 
bers, e^ulpkhent, and discipline, which 
modem Europe had over witnessed. It 
was divided into ei^ht corps under the 
command of the ihdst distinguished 
maitihals of the Empire. Then for the 
first time Napoleon gave it the name of 
the QR417B Abiiy : a name like that of 
the Old Ouard, which will bS iinmoi'tal 
in history. It consisted of 21 2,000 wen, 
of whona 187,000 were French, and in- 
cluded 38,000 oavaliy and 340 guns ; 
and for e;Koeeded, in discipline, efh- 
eieucy, and equipment, any armament 
«‘ver seen in modem times.* The plan 
of Napoleon wtus to direct the corps of 
Key, Soult, and Lannes, with the Im- 
perial Gueid and the cavalry under 
ilurat, to Donauwbrth and Dillingen ; 
Davoust and Marmont were to march 
upon Neuburg ; and Bemadutte, joined 
to the Bavarians, upon Ingolstadt ; 
while Augerean, whose corps w’as con- 
veyed by post from the distant harbour 
of Brest, received orders to cover 
right ilaiik of the invading army, and 
extend itself over the broken countiy 
which sti'ctches from the Black Foreib 
to the Alps of the Tyrol and the Grisona. 


* The coiuposition of this army wis us 
follows ; — • 


COBlM:AJSl'ini& MEK. 

lstCoii)s, Boniadwtlc, . . . 17,000 

Vd . . Marmont, , - . 20,000 

3il Davoust, . . 20,000 

4th .. Boult, . . , / 40,000 

•Hh . , Lanuos, , . . 18,000 

6th .. Noy, . , . . 24,000 

7th .. Auifcfreau, . . . 14,000 

8tU . . ^ Muntt (cuvaliyX . . 32,000 


Obh, Guards, Mortier and &«iBihroe, . 7,000 
l«“V^}Wred,, . . . ^ 2S.(!pO 

216,000 


Besides (10,000 in Italy, under Mosseua, and 
20.000 in reserve unditf Bt Oyir,---doMijn, ii. 
104; DuMAa auii 17, 18; Tbiebb, vi. 70, 71. 


Thk fa^!bmed foreat consists of a ridg^ 
of mciy Wlln^^d^atea with preoi- 
pitouB mdcr^iwchfiebetwemthe vall^^ 
of the Hhihe and the sources of the l)a- 
nuba. Th^ lu^ for thd*most part cov- 
ered with firs, tWwinbre hue of wlach 
has ^ven its name to the region^ 4md 
the roads Which tmvene it lie in ^bot- 
tom of deep wvih^, shut In generally be- 
Jbwfbn precipioeB of cohsd^emble eleva- 
tion. The Black Fm^t, as it lies direct' 
ly between France and Anuria,, has, in 
all Warn between the two oonnMeSi bO' 
cupied a conspicuous place in m^tary 
operations ; but on this occasion Italm- 
portance was in agreatmeasutie st^tt^' 
seded by more extmde^ operations. A 
single glance at the map wl^ be suM- 
cient to show th^t Napoleon's move- 
ments were calculated to env^op alto- 
gether the Austrian anny, if .^ey re- 
mained in heedlis^ secvfrity ib thn^ 
advanced position in front^of IJlm i Mt 
while the bulk of the French, linden; 
Napoleon in pei^on, ^descended upon 
their right flank by D^yianwhitb, Ber 
nadotto, with the corps from Hanover,, 
got directly into their rear, and cut off 
the line of refreat Vienna, while 
Augercau blocked up the entrance t6 
the defiles of the Tyrol ft was of the 
utmost moment to the success of these 
gi-eat operations tiflit the movements 
of the troops should, as long as possible, 
be concealed ; and the de«i)Otic power 
of the French Emperor gave him every 
facility for the attainment of this ob- 
jt*ct. A rigorous embargo was imme- 
diately imposed on all parts of the em- 
pire ; the post was everywhere stopped ; 
the troops were kept ignorant of the 
place of their destination; and fiuch 
were the effects of these measures, ^at 
they were far advanced on their way to 
the Jlhine before it was known either 
to the cabinets of London or Vienna 
that they had broken up {W)m the 
heights of Boulogne. 

44. The other cogps of the army, tra- 
verring tl!eir own or a friendly teni- 
tory, expeiienced no obstacle on their 
march ; but that of Bemadotte, in its 
route across Germany, from Hanover 
to Bavaria, came upon the Prussian 
state of Anspach. Napoleon was not 
a UEian to be restinined by such an ob- 


SB filSTOET 0# BtJBOPE. [oHAKit. 

itaole; he hsA fbvesden it, md d^e& | iaveH^. ti^ps, 

pofliiive di4ev» to SferoadottO to owe- altlxoTllgh «»# ]bii4, 

goa^ tb© lieutrajity of ‘that pow. duwiig ife^tbiie/D^ 

** Yoti mil traTerso its territories/* the smeoti^mpllftnoeiiv:^!^ 
said he ; ** avoVd there, make the Czah These 

abishdance of p^ee&tiope in ^vour lug in with « secret sin|S!^ at 

of Frossia, testify the greatest possible the unworthy part they ^s^izrie a^ht to 
regard lor its interests, and meanwhile tajke in the great oontlei l(^ Bdrop^n 
pursue your inarch with rapidity, al- independence which was appiiOjfi(imiig, 
leging as an excuse the impossioiVty produced a total alteration m the dews 
of doing otherwise^ whioh r^y is the of the Prussian cabinet ; while themore 
These instructions were puno- generous ahd warlike party of the oaz^ 
tiitaUy obeyed ; and Bernadette, at the tal, at tiie Wd of which were the 
Head of sixty thousand ihen, including Queen, Prince Louis, and Baron Har* 
the Bavarians and corps of Marmont denberg, loudly gave vent to their in- 
plji^d under his orders, disregarding dignation, and openly expr^sed their 
the I’emonstrannes of the local authori- joy at'the occurrence of a circumstance 
ties, tpaversed the Prussian territoiy, which had at length opened the eyes 
and assembled around Eichstadt, with of government to the ruinous conse- 
his advanced guard on the Danube, be- quenees of the texnporisingpolicy which 
tween Neuburg and Ingolstadt, at the the^ had so long pursued, 
end of the Hiht week of October. The 46. All interooursc with the French 
master*stroke was delivered ; the left embaasy was immediately prohibited ; 
wing of the French in great force was an energetic note, demanding afttisfac- 
interposed between tjie Axistrians and tion, was forthwith presented to the 
their own dom^ons, while they were minister of that powei* at Berlin ; and 
reposing in fancied security around the permission was given to the Eussian 
ramparts of Ulm. troops to traverse in their inarch the 

45. Great ura^the astonishment and Pnissian territories. The projected in- 
indignation at merlin when the unex- terview between the Csar and the Pros-' 
pected intelligence of this outrage upon siau monarch to adjust that matter was 
their independence was received. It at adjourned, as the difficulty had been 
once revealed the ^humiliating truth, solved by the measure of Napoleon; 
long obvious to the rest of Europe, but the troops which had been directed to- 
which vanity and partiality to their wards the Kussiari frontiers were couu- 
own policy had hitherto concealed from teijnscded ; and three powerful armies 
the Prussian cabinet, that the alliance of observation were formed, — one of 
with France was based neither on a sixtythousanclmen in Franconia, under 
footing of equality, nor on any sense tke orders of Prince Hohenlohe; one in 
of mutual advantage ; that it had been Lower Saxony of fifty thousand under 
contracted by Napoleon only for pur- the Duke of Brunswick ; and one in 
poses of ambition ; that he neither re- li^estphalia of twenty thousand, imder 
spected nor feared their power: and the command of the Prince of Hesse, 
that, after having mode them ohe in- This impolitic step of Napoleon is link- 
struments of efPe^ng the subjugation ed with many important consequenecs. 
of other states, 4ie would probably ter- It produced that burst of angiy feeling 
minate by overtnrmog their own inde- which at length brought Pnissia into 
pei^s^ce. The wei^t of these con- the lists with France in 1800. It is 
eiderations was mu|^h increased by the thus connected with the overiihrow and 
recolioction that this outragd'had been long oppression^bf that power, and ihay 
inflicted by a nation whopi, for ten be conrideredae one of tiie many Causes, 
years, it policy of Prussia at* tiiis %ime entering into operation, 

to conciliate by all the means in her whii^ in theiy ultimate resultB, 
power; while, on the other hand, the dueS the lesurreotion of European 
simple refusal tograntapluiaagetl^ugh freedom, and Ihe fall of the French 
their territories bad betb. anffioient to ; Empire, 
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4t WhSld 

leon w&p tJitt® jSw ^rtk in 

the qirmwjy, ‘ wm 

ip^hglimd, 

and 

eng«^^ m atiitllmry corps 

of ihn}$^p>d Men to act m Po- 
meratnft) ip i^hoett ivith a Buaakn 
force of double that amount, under tiie 
orders of Count Oeteman Tolstoy. 
This army ivas to be furth^ reinforc^ 
by ihe German L^on in the aerrioe 
of England ; an addition which would 
raise it to nearly forty thousand men ; 
an army, it Was hoped, adequate not 
only to the tash of reconquering the 
electorate of Hanover, for w^ch it was 
immediately destined, but to determine 
at last the wavering condu^ of Prussia, 
and give an impulse to the northei-n 
states of Germany, which might* pre- 
cipitate them in a united mass on the 
now almost defenceless frontiers of 
Holland and Ftode]^. Had Prussia 
boldly tehen such a line, what a mul- 
titude of calamities might have been 
spared to itself and to Europe ! More 
fm'tunate in the south than the noi-th 
r)f Europe, Napoleon at this peiiod 
concluded a’ convention with the court 
of Naples for the neutrality of that 
kingdom during the approaching con- 
test. A negotiation wns at the same 
time set on fo(jt with the Holy See for 
the admission of a French garrison into 
Ancona; but the Pope had suflSered 
too severely from "the conquests and 
exactions of the Hepublicans to admit 
of such a concession ; and botli pai*ifles 
protracted the discussions with a view 
to gain time for the issue of military 
operations. These ue^tiations ateiiiier 
extremity of the line of operations 
might have been attended with im- 
portant effects upon the final issue of 
the war, if the crisis had been delayed 
for any considerable time* But Na- 
poleon was meanwhile preparing those 
redoubtable strokes in the heart of 
Germany, which wener< ttdculated at 
once to |)ro8trate the aitength of Aus- 
tria, intimidate or overawe Ihe leteer 
powers, and fhistrate the great combi- 
nation formed by and Rus- 

sian cabinets for the d^iverance of 
Europe, 


. 48, Emperor artived 
burg on thn Xtthv'^il^pitember, and im- 
mediately aodMied to his soldiers one 
of those hearfe-stiurtte proclamations 
which CQiitribu|pd ailmost as much as 
hls^ military genius' to the success of 
hie arma ' ** Soldiers I ” said he, ** the 
camx>tign of the i^ird coalition has 
commenced ^ Austrk has passed the 
Iln, violated ,!te^.6hgjageteent^ attacked 
and chased mji l®y man hkteLpital 
We will not agaih make peace wi^ut 
sufficient guarantees : otir 
shall not again make us lor^ #h 9 ^We 
owe to ourselves. YouarenSwiW 
vaneed guard of the great 
may have foroi^ 

fatigues and ptivations to ^ y but 
whatever obsfcaejss we may j^oohnter, 
wo shall ovei'come them, imd ncvei' 
taste of repose till we have planted our 
eagles on the territory qfoiiv 
To the Bavarian troops he timr^lad- 
dressed himself ;-^*^Jlavaiiansoldiimi! ,J 
I come to put V myself at your head, 
to deliver your county fi’om the most 
unjust aggression. The house of Aus- 
tria wishes to destroy your indepen- 
Mence, and incorpoaate you with its 
vast possessions. IPou will remain 
faithful to the memory of your ances- 
tors, who, sometimes oppressed, were 
never subdued, fknow yCtu* valoui* ; 
and feel assured that after the first 
battle I shall be able to say with truth 
to your prince and my people— You 
are worthy to combat in the ranks of . 
the Gland Army.” 

40. The movements of the opposite 
annies in Gennany wei^e now rapidly 
briiigiug matters to a crisis. Mack, at 
the first intelligence of the approach 
of the French troops, had concentrated 
his forces at Ulm, Memmingen, and 
Btockach, with advanced posts in tho 
defiles of tho Black Forest, contem- 
plating only an attack, as in former 
wars, in front, and expecting to be able 
to stem the torr|nt of such an inva- 
sion as Iffectually, in a defensive po- 
sition arolind the ramparts of Ulm, as 
Kray had done the incursion of Mo- 
reau in a previous campaign. He was 
in total ignoiwnce of the great man- 
CBuvre of Napoleon in turning his 
fiank with tiie French iifib wing, and 
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miaiipOKtig ^tween hit iojiiy «prtw^|fe 

and ti}»« 6^ ' a^i ‘ 

ciaiVe ; knowMgd of .Hmtoaujp^ot^t^eoci^ 

vrhifM ;laiad imsi^ cai^Hy 1ce|>i! f«>m who wfefAt tWliead of 
the ohemy, hy meauB o|^ whole IVenoh near ^ , ; r ^ ' / ;. 

cot^ diflfuBed as light troops along the 61. The brave ]^SV- 

rid^ behind which it was goii^ for- suing, in tiiiumspe^^n|^ Jfe 

war^ was now rapidly approaching its m^h to the place of Ida 4eatki^0h, 
conautunxation. The united corps of suddenly foui^ himsejll enWoped at 
Befnai^ott|Oi Mannont^ Davoust, arlM. Wertingen, four leagues from Donan- 
Soult, with the Bavarians^ a huudi'cd worth, by a^ immense body of French 
thousand strong, had arrived at the cavalry. It was ihe corps of Hurat, 
saiiajl^ moment on the Danube in the eight thousand strong, which, rapidly 
rear of Hack, and without a moment's sweeping round the i^usnrian inlaiitiw, 
hesitation passed the river at Donau* menaced them on eveiy eida In 

I^euburg, and lugolstadt. Pur- extremity, Auflfenbergmrmed his whole 
suing their oounse without interrup* division into one great square, with the 
tion, they speedily arrived on the Aus- cuirassiers at the angles, and in that 
trian line of communication with Vi- order boldly waited the attack of the 
enna ,* and by the middle of October, enemy. Down came the Frehch dra- 
Maimont and Soult were established gootiS, like a tempest, rending the air 
in great strength at Augsburg, dii'octly with their cries, and speedily swept 
on the road from the Imperial head- away tlie Imperial horse stld^ioned out- 
quariers to the % Hereditaty States ; side the infantry^ while courageously 
while Napoleon himself, at the head of resisting the immensely superior forces 
the remainder «Df his army, led by of the enemy, Btill the square remained, 
Murat and Ney, was pr^ring upon their and from its sides, ironring every way, 
right flank. ^ there issued a redoubtable rolling fire, 

50. Struck as by a thunderbolt by which reminded the French vetetAns 
this formidable icpjyai*ition in his rear, of their own unceasing discharges at 
Mack had but one resource left, which Mount Tbabox' aud the Pyramids. The 
was to have fallen ^back with all his combat was long and obstinate ; in 
forces to the Tyrol, the road to which vain Nansouty with the heavy dragoons 
was still open, and sought only to de- charged them repeatedly on every side; 
fend the approach to Vienna by ac- the Imperialists stood firm ; their sus- 
cumulatiug a formidable mass in that tained running fire brought down rank 
vatt fortress on the flank of the in- after rank of their assailants, and the 
vadiog army. But the Austrian gene- issue of the combat seemed extremely 
ral had not resolution enough to adopt doflhtful, when the arrival of Oudinot 
so daring a design, and probably the in- wiih a brigade of French grenadiers 
structioua of the Aulic Council fettered changed the fortune of the day. These 
turn to a more limited plan of opera- fresli troops, supported by caimon, 
tions. He confined himself, theruore, opened a tremendous fire upon one 
to concentrating his forces on tne line angle of the square; the Austrians, 
of the Hler, between Ulm and Mem- worn out with fatigue, were staggered 
mingen,t hastily thyew up intrench- by the violence of the discharge, and 
ments to defend the latter town, and, Kansouiy, seising the moment of dis- 
grQupiji% his masses I'ound the ram- order, rushed in at the wavering part 
parts of the former, fi'ontetj to the of the line, and in an instimtanaper- 
eaBtwar^\.to make head against the ture was made v&icb admitted seveml 
formidable 6!|i|Smy who had vau& unex- thousand of the enemy into the centre 
pectedly appealed in his mr. At the of flhe Aiilstriaa square, Oolleoth% with 
same time he despatched orders to heroq; resoluticn ^ yet unbroken 
General Anffii^b^g, who commanded part of his troops Auffenbei’g suc- 
twelve battfldions of gmikdiers and ceeded in fonUing f smaller squai'e, 
four squadron of cuiiwierd at Inn- which effect^ its retreat into some 
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mmhei 

X)anube4®to.,W«|W»^ 

> the 

pri«oiM»ife ^0thm 

£Liti2I«^y o€ the 

eoemy.'a'*' > ' ^V'Y*’'" 

S% tlbt/oortumge with which 

the At^ladiftfh^ht on this oocaaio|, 
appeared to th^ reflecting in every 
part oi Eprope a fevoumble augury for 
the flual ieeue of the contest, yet to 
the inconaidemte multitude^ who judge 
only from the result, the effect was 
very different, and the brilliant tennh 
nation of the hrst action in the cam- 
paign Was an event aa animating to the 
French, as it was depressing to the Im- 
perial soldiers. Napoleon, with his 
usual skiJl, availed himself ,of the op- 
poi-tunity to exhibit a spectacle which 
might electrify the minds of his troftps. 
Two days after the action, he repaired 
iu person to ^uamarshausen, where be 
passed in review all the corps who had 
been engaged in it ; with his own 
hand distributed crosses, orders, and 
ofclier recompenses to the most deserv- 
ing j and pronounced a flattering eulo- 
gium on Oedei-al Exoelmans, when he 
jji-eHented the standards taken from 
the enemy. Another officer, who, at- 
tended by only two dragoons, had so 
imposed on the terrors of the broken 
Imperialists, the night alter the action, 
iw to make a hundred of them lay down 
their arms, received a place in the im- 
perial Guard. Never did sovereign in 
modem times uudersttind so complete- 
ly the art of exciting eiithusiaam ffi 
the minds of his followers, by the dis- 
tinction conferred on individual merit, 
iu whatever rank of the army ; anddt 
was as muck owing to this circum- 
stance, as to the greatness of his mili- 
tary genius, that the superior successes 
of the grand aimy, which he command- 
ed in person, compared with those at 
a disttuice under the ordei’s of his lieu- 
teuants, were owing.^ ^ 

53. While the powerful advanced 

* Generosity, as we}! os execUonc# of mili- 
tary conduct, attracted tbs of the lfim< 

])cror. At the passageeff the tikoh, a oorT|oral 
wlio bad been cashiered by hl» superior offi- 
cer on account of some irisgalaiity of diaci- 
pliiie, behold that Officer sn the point of 
ponahing in the waves of the river. Forgot- 


gittUfda .grand amy-.-viss., the 

coi^ps ^ Kay bn ‘the bank of the 
of Mumt on the 
Were tdme ehga^g the whole at- 
tentton of the e|emy/the . i^amder 
of that immense nofit^ on the right and 
left, was znpidfy swe^ing, romed the 
flanks and rear of the Austrian Woops. 
Soult soon join^ Jdarmont at Augs- 
bi^g ; the Imperial Goaidewerej^piily 
after established alhthe same mace; 
Davouet, with his numerous abdweH# 
appointed ootps^ arrived at Aidhe»;#l 
directly in the rear of the 
ists: while the corps of Keioiht^er, 
almost envelop^ in such imiheniSe 
masses^ deemed itself foiitaneteie4e|og 
able to effect its retreat, by the Ibridge 
of Neuburg, into Bavaria and the city 
of Munich. ^ Thither it mA imme- 
diately followed by the corps of Bama- 
dotte, who established himself in 
capital, while the. troops of Manhoflt 
and Davoust were nu^ved in the same 
direction, with the view of forming a 
powerful aitny of obsdl'vatiou, which 
might repel any attempt on the part of 
the liuusians, or the Austrian reserves 
ffom the Hereditary estates, to dis- 
engage the army of Maffit, now entirely 
surroimdod by the French forces. But 
information soon arrived that the llus- 
sians were at such a distance as to be 
unable to take any part in the decisive 
operations which were approaching; 
and therefore Boruadotte alone was 
left in observation in Bavtuia, the 
other corps were drawn in a circle 
round the north and cast of the Aus- 
trians at Ulm. • Ney, in particular, was 
directed to occupy all the bridges oyor 
the Danube, and push forward his 
advanced guards on the left bank of 
the river, to give instantaneous warn- 
ing of any attempt which the enemy 
might miike to break through the net 
which surrounded him, and regain 
Bohemia by passing the rear and ^m- 
munications of the^jfrand army. 

54. instead of falling back to 

ring vrbat be had suffered at bis hatKi, the 
brave man plunged in and saved hiffi. . The 
Bmperor caused him to be brought into his 
presenoe, and after publicly eulo^rihg his 
conduot, appointod Inxn to a situattonriKmd 
his own person, and gaw blip itie star Of the 
Legion of Honour.— Biosro», iv. 3156, 300. 
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tli« 1^1, wWoU i»!R6 ijiiy, wy of I poi&ifci^ df iti# Dfi^ 

liO'Wtefiaiy 'trtiainod to il% % 

hiib, ««4 ^bero ho might have forme^i OiimshiM^ '^d W 

a jt^^<i(tloftl^ ^ithJho troops in that pro- poit, Vjhai^ 

tIao^ aiid in tae ncfth of Italy^ and hows^^ on th^ bankli|sii|I^O^ 
forrn^ a mass fully 180^000 strong in guard, consisting of Pupoatw 
all, persisted in the idea that, hydi- at Albeck, andthatof^Bovro^^ 
ted^ng the mass of his forces to the l^rs at Langenau. In ^yibce 
nortb-eost, he might yet regain the towards Uim, Dupont’s division en- 
Boh^lninn frontier, and thus preseke countered a body of Austria)^ twenfy 
the tiannnunication with the Russians, thousand i^^rong, j[) 08 ted in^ an aidlmir- 
was of such impoitance to ulte- able situation at H^lach, and stilp^i't- 
fipr operations. He therefore moved ed by a pi>werful artillery in poai^on 
foiward all his troops, as they sxicces- on the rugged heights which a^jointhat 
sively arrived fi’om the Black Forest hamlet. The French were so fiir>ad- 
anifirtb^'n^ of the lake of vanced before they perceived the 

Oonsteoe, in that direction, and on strength of the enemy, which, was 
the ^h October established his own more than double their own, that re- 
headquotters at Burgaii, midway be- ti’eat was. impossible, while attack 
tween tJtei and Augsburg. Meanwhile seemed hopeless. In these circum- 
the defence 9 f Uhn w^as intrusted to staifceg, Dupont took the most . aUda- 
General Jellachich, who laboui'ed asai- cious, often in such situations the most 
duously, night and day, not only with prudent course. He vigorously ossaib 
the garrison, but with the whole in- ed the enemy, and, in the evening* the 
habitants of the town and five thousand arrival of succeBaive reinforcemeuia in 
peasants from file vicinity, in strength- some degi'ee I'estored the equality of 
euing the works on the heights adjoin- the combat. The weight of the con- 
ing the place. Between the 5th and test took place at the village of Juu- 
8th of October.Hhe movement of the gingen, which was taken Wd retaken 
Austrian army w'oa completed ; it now six times during the course of the day. 
faced towards Bavaria and the Lech, But although they maintained a herojc 
having its left resting on the Danube, sii-uggle with infeiior forces at that 
over which it still held the bridges of point, the French were unsuccessful at 
Ulm and Giinzburg. The hitter post others ; their cavalry having l>een over- 
being of gi'eat importance to the Ana- thrown by the Imperiidist home, who 
trians, was occupied by eight thousand as*uled them in rear, and their cannon 
of their best troops. They were there and baggage sivept off by their re- 
attacked by Marshal Key, at the head doubtable cuirassiers, tind brought in 
of superior forces, and after a bloody triumph to the walls of TTim. At 
conflict the biidge was carried at the night Dupont retired to Albeck, leav- 
point of the "bayonet, and the Tmpe- ing, indeed, a third of his troops on 
rialiets driven out of the town w»th tile field of battle, but justly proud of 
the loss of above two thoustmd niei' having, with forces so inferior, moin- 
Disconcerted by this check, and des- tained so honourable a combai^ and 
pairing from the vast accumulation of bringing wutb him, as a set-off a^inst 
for^S on the banks of the Danube and the loss of his ajrtilleiy, nearly two 
Ledn, . of success in any attempt to thousand prisoners, taken, during the 
break through in that direction, Mack terrible strife in the village, from the 
withdiw his head<|uaiierst<^Ulm; and Imperial infontjy. This glorious com- 
Ney, mudly following his footsteps, bat was of the moat vital impoarfesnee 
narrow<^l,t^S circle on th# north and to Napoleon’s operations, and, injfact, 
east, wimin which the Austrians in that the immck&tte cause of thrir. ex- 
city were enveloped. traqrdinary success ; for, by barring 

55. At this time Murat, under w^hose the road to Bohemia, It threw the Aus* 
orders the corps, of Ney had been triaus back on the beleaguered posi- 
placed, expecting an atto^ upon his tion of Ulm, round which the French 
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foi*oe« tirwe now drawi^ sil wmj dl- 

was tha 

diTid«|4»nplM 

but ifr/iwa» aliortly^ eeverdiy tar*- 
uis]!^ transaction 

at Tlio following day, 

ordotnd Wcmccfc to follow wp 
Dupont with hin dirifiion, while Lan' 
don, to cow Wemeck’s right dank, 
was pushed on to Klchingen. At the 
BOtne time he directed JeUachich to 
march wi^ his dirinion in all haste to 
Memtningen^ to, reinforce the garrisop 
of that j^ace, and keep ^en his com- 
munlmtions with the Tyrol. That 
general, however, arrived Uo late, and, 
Intling the town already in the hands 
of the enemy, and fearing^that, if he 
reti^ated towards Ulm, he woul^ be 
cut oft ho threw himself into the 
mountains of the Tyrol On the 11th 
October, Boult was detached by. Napo- 
leon, with his whole corps, from Augs^ 
burg, against this town, and after 
cutting to pieces a regiment of Austrian 
cuirassiers, whom he encountered on 
hjM road, he completed the investment 
of the place on the 1 8th. The garrison, 
fo\3r thousand strong, destitute of pro- 
visions, intimidated by the great dia- 
I>lajr of force which appeared iDund 
their w'alLs, and discouraged by the dis- 
astrous issue of the combats which had 
hitherto token j>lace, capitulated on the 
first summons; and then began fliat 
ruinous system of layi?ig down their 
arms in laj-ge bodies which, during tljis 
campaign, more even than their nume- 
rous disasters, tarnished the honour 
of the Imperial armies. Rapidly pur- 
suing his success, Boult, on the <fky 
following, crossed the I Her, and with 
three of hia divisions marched to Bib- 
erach, so as to bar the road to Upper 
Suahia, which hitherto had lain open 
to the enemy, while the fourth took 
post on the south-east, before the ram- 
jmrts of Uim, where they were shoi*tly 
after joined by the corps of Marmont 
and lisnnes. On the same d*%jr, Ne^>o- 
ieoU) #lth the Im^Hul Ouard, advan- 
ced fri>m the neighbourhood of Augs- 
burg to Burgan, and established his 
headquarters there fbr the night; while 


Ney, on thi^fiiorthf eompl^^ed the cirrio 
of enemklr^wn round the untnippy 
Imperialiata; The &te of Mack was 
already sealed : ' k hundi^ ‘thousand 
French wett gronpedAound' the ram- 
pi^ of tTlihy whwe §fty thotmnd Aus- 
trians, in deep dejection, wereaooUmu- 
lated together. 

57. In advancing to Borgan, at the 
h^ of his Guards, Napolemf W 
arthe bridge of the Lech, uph the 
coriw of Mkrmont, which had wn es- 
tablished there on the preceding day. 
The weather was dreadful ; thoMow 
already fell in heavy flakes ; the dold 
was intense ; and the 8bldl^%ii^en' 
ed not only with their arflnl 
provisions for severiidP days in 
man's knapsack, wem OlowV toiling 
over a road rendered ahnbat^passable 
by the multituj^e of caiiia^ which 
had already furrowed ita Suff^. In- 
sensible to the severity of the weather, 
Napoleon instantly baited, dismissed 
his own suite to a tlistanoe, formed* 
the private soldiers injo a dense circle 
around him, and thereliai'angaed them 
for half an hour, in a loud voice, on 
tl\e situation and prospects of the cam- 
paign. He thanked i^em for the con- 
stancy with which they had encounter- 
ed difficulties and endured privationa 
the severe-Ht to whiah they could be ex- 
posed ill war; demonstrated to them 
Um situation of tlie eneiny, cut off 
from his own countiy, surrounded by 
superior forces, and obl^ed to fight, 
as at Marengo, in onief to open the 
only avenue which remained ’for his 
escape. In the great battle which mis 
approaching, he confidently promised 
them victoiy, if they continued to act 
with the resolution and constancy 
which they had hitherto evinced This 
speech, the circumstances of which as 
much rosemble tlie harangues of the 
Roman generals to their legions, as they 
ain characteristic of the French aimy 
at that period, jmd the peculiar turn of 
mind in their cmeff was listened to wii^ 
profound |ttention. No sooner was it 
concluded than shouts and tvarlike us- 
clamations broke out on kB sidss; and 
the joyful visages of the soldiers demon- 
strated that they fully appreciated the 
immense advantages whi^ their own 
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eiwfeionii teid tlu» of tfeoir chbf i w^(«jpw Jfey to pjcoceed 

1^4roA4:rttOoturodfort^ , lb ^ tbo 1)^. 

5^ WtSo tbe ]og;i<m« of ntibe^ 00 S"lo ^ poaU 

K«^j)Ol«KJ»iWBr» tbuo Morai^ tion oii tbe lelt jbiib^ 

Iw|iteidal tbb mo^ »ionnv do- along ife ^ 'vnw to 

bat^ woro taking jfboe at tbe bead- b« supported, if niswosaaay^ M liases 

S ra at Ubn m to the eoarae which and Kurai Hla wowlhiwibria 
be pursoed. Fully alive, as all a vast circle round 01zzi, at the ditbmce 
wore, , to the extent and imminence of orf about two leaguiisfrMiheiniltuparts. 
the danger, opinions were yet paiiiMly The advanced posts ^olt the two aintnies 
divided as to the means of BalvaA)n were everywhere in presence of each 
which remained to tJie army. On the other. Esrly on the following mom- 
<me hand, it was urged that the only ing, Napoleon himself asoended'to 
bhanoe of safety which was left, was to chateau of Adelhausen, from the ele- 
form the troops into otic solid mass, vated terrace of which he was survey- 
and nttemjd; to force a passage towards ing, by the advancing line of file; the 
Bohemia or the Tyit)! ; on the progress of his tirailleurs in di^ving in 
ofchiEji;, the^mosti advisable coui’se the outposts of the enemy, when his 
was to detach the Archduke Fei'dinand attention was arrested by a violent can- 
with the cavalry and light troops to- nonade on* the right. It was occasion- 
'•wards the former of these provinces, ed by Marshal Ney, who, at the head (*f 
while Hack , himself hold Ulm, from sixteen thousand men, was commencing 
whence he might hope either to be an attack ou the bridge aud abbey of 
delivered by the Kussiana, or eflect his Elchingen. The Austrians, fifteen 
I’otreat into the •latter. A more fatal thousand strong, with forty pieces of 
resolution than that of dividing their cannon, under Laudon, had there estab- 
forces, in presence of such an enemy, lished themselves in one of the strong* 
could not possibly have been adopted, est positions which could be imagined. 
But the urgent necessity c>f providing, The village of the same name, composed 
at all hazards, fdr the escape of a mem- of successive piles of stone houses in- 
ber of the Imjjci'ial houHe, overpowered teraected at right angles by streets, 
every other oonsi deratio 11 : and it was rises in the form of an am pi, uthea.tr e 
ultimately determirfri that Mack, with from the banks of the Domibo to a largi* 
the bulk of the army, should run the convent which crowns the summit of 
hazard of remaining at Ulm, to engage Uie ascent. All the exposed points on 
the attention of the enemy, while the these heights wajre lined with artillery, 
Archduke endeavoured, at the head of ali*the windows filled with musketeers, 
the cavalry and light troops, to gain The bridge over the Danulie had been 
the Bohemhin mountains, in a mili- ogly imperfectly destroyed by the Am- 
tary point of view, there could Ihj no trians on tbo preceding day ; but llie 
doubt that tlie only plan lett was to tottoiing arches were commanded by 
have retired to the 'I’yrol, where, by the cannon and infantry with which 
drawing together all his forces, Mock al¥ the opposite heights were covered ; 
might Stitt have assembled l70,0(r.) and they still had a strong advanced 
combatants ; but such a meiL^ure would guard on the southern bunk of the 
have been an entire' depju-ture fiom the river. 

orders of the Aulic Council, which con- 00. Undeterred by such formidable 
templated nothing of the kind, and obstacles, Ney approar-hed with his 
would have required few its adoption a usual intrepidity to the attack. He 
genend wielding the despotic powers had, on several Ute occasions,, hadwai'm 
of Fnld^ek or Napoleon. , altercations with Murat, wdiose tamper, 

59. same momeiit that this m^turally warm, b&d been i!*^:^ei;ed 

desperai«i;i«iolution was formed by the doubly arrogant by his reoenft eleva- 
Ausiriah genBrola, Napoleon was pro- tioni' On one of these oocasions; wheu 
paring lor a genenal attack, on the fob Key had been explsdsing tO hSm his 
lowing doyi on the position which they plan of attack, he had lotted that he 
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could :*8P**= 

mmfy imiMMHhred re- . 

proa^' lifey^' 3w5ted^ ^ oi^o evei» 
tliat lekrlefMT eftTiilW h p^ramdl daring. 
Dreeeed in he wae wery* 

whore to be eeoQ ^ the head of the 
columnst l<«i4ii^tihe eoldiero to the o»zi- 
llict, or raUyh^ auoh .as were stagger- 
lug under the Oloae and murdei*oua 
hre of the AuatHana Nothing could 
M £r«it resist the impetuosity of the 
French ; the Imperial outposts on the 
south bank of the liver were attacked 
with such vigour that the aasailants 
passed the bndge peU-meU with the 
fugitives, aud, hotly pursuing them up 
the streets, tuiived at the foot of the 
vast walls of the convent at the sum- 
mit There they were arrested^ by a 
severe plunging fire from the top of the 
battlements i while the Imperialists, 
who had been forced from the streets, 
look a strong position on their right, 
from whence they enfiladed the front 
of the abbey, and threatened to retake 
the t<>wii. Thither they were speedily 
followed by the .French. The same 
division which had forced the juissage j 
of the bridge adviiucod in the van of j 
the attacking column ; nrul a de{<t>€rate j 
conflict ensued in front of tlie wood, j 
which the Austrians held with invin- ( 
cible resolution. In vain the French | 
brought up fresh columns to the fight, j 
The regiineutb id' the Archduke Chtiiies 
iiml of Eriiicb, with' heroic bravery, 
ma<le good their g>-omid, and,.thojjigh 
rediyed to n huirth of their numbers, 
still maintained, at the dose of the day, 
their glorious defence. 13ut toAvards 
evening, Laudoii, though still in ‘pos- 
session of the w’ood and abbey, found 
that his position was no longer tenable. 
The French, now in full possession of 
the bridge, had caused large bodiejs 
both of horse and foot to defile over.^ 
Aljro.ady their cavalry were sweeping 
round the Austrian r^or, and menacing 

• It is from this glorious action tb.it Mar- 
shs! Ney’s title of Duke of Eloihiiigen.w'a8 
takein , Be eicpoited his peivon without nesi- 
tattou iliroughouttliQ day, and aeomsd eveu 
to court de^.,^ hut fate reserved iiitu for 
gro&tet dcstJxdfk and a inoro mehmchply 
death.-^cauif2,ijt 11& 


iheih ^ 06m90)^i|^ and at length 
bh a loss in 

fifteen hundred 
killed two thousand 

prisoners. , , t 

61. The railbanee of these ^gallant 
troops^ though fatiil to too mat^ of 
^exnsdves, jiroved the salvetioB of the 
Archduke Ferdiafknd, and preserved 
^6 house of Hapshurg from tM die- 
^ace of having one of its pi^inoes fall a 
prisoner into the hands of the enemy. 
During the d«iperate strife at Kh^in- 
gen, the Arfchduke disposed the. troops 
with which his sortie was to |^e efect- 
ed into two divisions, with tk^vone of 
which, consisting of five tKoueand' cav- 
alry, he set out on tlife road to ^^S^emBn- 
gen and Aalen, while Wemeck,f^at the 
head of the other, moved ^pon Albeek 
and Heidenheim : the tiito were to 
unite at Noidlii^n. Jhe latter Corps 
fell, with forces greatly superior, upon 
the division of Dupont, stationed be- 
t\veen Albeek and iiongenau, already 
severely weakened by the combat at 
Hasslttch ; and those irave troops wore 
on the point of being overwhelmed by 
superior numbers, when Murht, with 
lus cavalry and two flivisions of infan- 
try, came up to th^r supi^Crt The 
arrival of these reinforcements gave the 
French as great % superiority of nutn- 
bera as their adversaries had pwviously 
pmsessed, and the Austrians were com- 
pelled to retire before nightfall in the di- 
rection of Herdenheiiri..On theday fol- 

j lowing they were again assailed m Umir 
march by Murat, who made eighteen 
hundred prisoners from their weary 
columns ; but having been joined by 
the Archduke, at tlie head m the cav- 
alry, the remainder resolutely conti- 
nued their etideavoura to force their 
way through the enemy. 

62. With characteristic adherence to 
old custom, even in circumstances 
where it is least advisable to follow it, 
the Im|>erirdista had encumbered this 
light co;^, whose safety depended on 
the oelexity of its movements, with five 
hundred waggons, heavilylad6A ^These 
were speedily charged by French 
horse, and captured, with all the drivers 
and escort by which they Were accom- 
panied. Despairing, 9mt these disas- 
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tore, of briagi^ biff in ffafei^ 

tbrongb ^ 

of biff' l£ff' 'the 

0^iifi£nQ^ biff xeti'ite ifdth the 
light boiffte^ an^. by .great exortiona 
reaoh^ 0onAu worth. ^ The vigour and 
offlew^ of the French pursuit were un- 
esatn|iled. Some of ^e divisione, in 
dreadful weather, and through roads 
ahnofft impaffsable for oarriagee, marq^- 
•ed twelve leagues a-day. The cavalry 
wis^ continually on horseback; and, 
animated by the prospect of gaining so 
brilliant a prize, the toopB of all arms 
nuadeiiho utmost efforts in the pursuit 
But iilffL'. fi^everance and skill of the 
Atistrikii cavahy triumphed over eveiy 
obstae^e; and lifter surmounting a 
thousand dangem, the Archduke suc- 
ceeded in crossing the Altmuhl, and, 
by Eiedenburg and Ratisbon, gaining 
the Bohemian# frontier, where he waa 
at length enabled to give some days* re- 
pose to his wearied followers. But it 
was with a few hundred horse alone 
that he escaped from the pursuit. The 
remainder of th^eorps, exhausted with 
fatigue, and despairing of safety, were 
surrounded in the neighbourhood of 
Nordlingen, st 'ft’ochtelfingeu, by the 
cavalry of Mum, and to the number 
of eight thousand men laid down their 
aims, I 

63. While these astonishing successes 
were re wanting the activity of Mu- 
rat’s corps, Kapoleou in' x>ei'son was 
daily contracting the circle which con- 
fined the main body of the Imperialists 
around the rampaila of Ulm. This 
city, w^hich has since become so cele- 
brated from the disasters which the 
Austrians there' experienced, is sur- 
rounded by a wall flanked with baw- 
tions and a deep ditch ; but it lies in 
the bottotm of a valley, overhung on 
the noith by the heights of Michels- 
bergand La Tuileries, “which command 
it in evexy part. These heights, dur- 
ing the campaign of 1800, had been 
covered by a vast •inti’enchfd camp, 
constructed by tiie provide!^, wisdom 
of the At^duke Charles, and it was 
by their aid ^at Kray was enabled to 
arrest tba vlpfeutious army of Moreau 
for six weeks before its walls. Totally 
destroyed by the Fi’ench after the eva- 


ofiatien of that xnift woxks had 

bffiffn ba recoil 

sbruct^'byJCiM^ai^ re« 

treat out of* in the oan^ndgn ; 

but the 

the- redoubts, warm^, were little 
better than a hbap ^f rubbhdk ; and 
the garrison had a suffloient force 
aixtheir disposal ta^mianAhe extensive 
lines which were in^pMaration. The 
consequence was thatl^eae important 
heights, thc» real defence of 131m> f<^ 
an easy prey to the enemy. Animated 
by the presence of the Emperor, who 
had established hia headquarters at 
Elchingen, and in person directed the 
operations, the French troops cheer- 
fully advanced amidst torrents of rain, 
and almost up to the knees in mud, io 
the attack. •» Key speedily carried the 
Micl^lsberg, while Suebet made him-, 
self master of La Tuilcries ; and befox*e 
nightfall the French bombs established 
on the heights were carrying terror and 
death into every part of the city. 

04. Arrived on the heights of the 
Michelsberg. Napoleon l)eheld Ulm, 
crowded with troops, stretched out 
within half cannon-shot at his feet, 
w’hile the positions occupied by his 
legions precluded ail chance of escape 
to the Austrian army, now reduced by 
its repeated losses to little more than 
thirty thousand combatants. Satisfied 
tiuit they could not escape him, and 
encouraged by the suirender of Wer- 
neck, of which he had just received ac- 
counts, he summoned Mack to capitu- 
late, and, returning himsejf to his head- 
quarters at Elchingen, despatched an 
officfT of his staff, Philippe de S^^r, 
to conduct the negotiation. Mack itt 
ftrat was j'crsuaded, or attempted to 
make the French bdieve he was pcr- 
fuaded, that his situation w-as by no 
mt?au8 desperate, and that be would in 
n short time be succoured by his allies. 
He accordingly expressed the greatest 
indignaSon at the mention of a capi- 
tulation; insisted that the Russian.^ 
were within five days’ march ; and ulti- 
mately only agreed to surrender if in 
eight days he was not relieved* Ybu 
behold,*’ sffid he, ** men resolved to de- 
fend themselves to tb^ lost extremity* 
if you do not grant them eight days. I 



wifck M Jitir3^iik^'iv0tild thftt 

do m\:‘^i^ tlwkiiiitnd thelmperiqi'aiiiiif 

bo^aea^I^^W,S^g^'^^"JU3ll, ibU fete. ■ '& 

tbe want wkddi muet kssoeet of flU ideae of tOtasiue mm {lie 

alj-eady be ee^ere indeed, 'vt^ben you Eusiuans^ who bednd^^^eecbed ibe Bd- 

think^eo c^^^^tirce r Mack^ho^* heiniaB flintier, ^tbo lnore^ 

ever^ continiaMfl^i and S6gur return- hiitblockading foroe ivould ftooni^<|i^ll^ 

ed to HepoleW^ISWqtiw^ to ^ive from the troope wbo bad been 7feto«|# 

an account of hrs unsuoceeslul miasion* ou« over Wemecfc, and oaptitted . 

65. Certain that tbe Austrians could garrison of MemtningeAf ^ 

not be relieved within the time sped- returned to Ulm wi^ theaa xinhct^^ 
fled by their general, Napoleon seat tidings; and Mack, fell^eaS#^^ 
back l»i$,gur, with a written ultimatum, from the height of ooaa&^mm 
granting the eight days, oouutingfeom depth of despair^ agreed to ^rrel^eri * 
the 1 7thy the first day wher* the block- On the l^th thecapituldiion eig^ed» 
ade wa» held io have been established, by which the forta^ ol Ulnd wfte to 
which in efiect reduced the weight days be given up, and ^e wln^hS army to 
to six. Eight days, or death !''^re- lay down ite arm»^ on the if not 
plied the Austrian gencvral, and at the before that time i^hevedby tibe Bus.* 
same time he published a proclama- sian or Austrian armies. ^ : 

tion,'* in which he denounced the pun* 66. These terms wei*e sufficiently dii^, 
iahment of death against any one who graceful to the A-UaflHan arms; 


fihould niention the werd “ surrender !” 
Shortly after, I’rinoe Lichtenstein was 
despatched to the French headquarters, 
flis astonishment and confusion were 
extreme, when the bandage was re- 
moved from hi.s eyes, and he found 
biniKelf in presence of the Emperor 
and his brilliant staff. The Emperor 
began the conversation, by painting in 
the gloomiest colours the situation of 

the Austrian ariuv. He cited the ex- 

' » 

* The proclamaWoTj was in these terms:— 
“ In the name of Vos Majesty, I render rr 

X nsiblo, on their Vi niour, and their dutf, 
the ^a'uorala an<i superior ofBcera who 
should naeuttoi; the ward ‘ surrender/ or 
who should think of anything but the nio.st 
obstinate defence— a defence which canntt 
require to bo prolcngHi for any consideraliie 
tune, as in a very few days the advanced 
^'uords of aa Imf serial and a Russian army 
will sppear Ijcfore IJlm to deliver us. Ttio 
enemy's army is in the most deplorable situa- 
tion, as well fre»m the want of firovisions as 
the sofVerHy of tlio weather: it us hn possible 
that he can maintaiu the blockade beyond a 
few days ; aud as to trying an assault, it could 
only be don© by little dhtachmonts : our 
ditches are di^p, our bastions strong; no- 
thing, ik more than to destroy the as- 

sailaim Should provialtms fail, we have 
more thkn three thousand bozsee, which wOl 
maintain for a oontiderable tlma.’ — yuM. 

xiii ST. 

VOU VL 


Mack had uct yet exU^usted the co^ 
of humiliation. Napofeon, to whom . 
every hour waa preoiotts, and who 
alrfntdy began to experience the incon* 
vonieuce of ao great , accumuli^ozk 
of men without magazines at a slngfe 
point, perceiving the weaknese of &e 
adversary with whom be had to deal, 
sent for Mack to hia headquarters, St 

t ** You expect the Russians?" mid 39apo- 
loon: “I)o you really, then, not know tliat 
they have not yet reached Robetmtl? Xloyou 
suppose I am not fully iuformed as to yenr 
situatiou? If 1 let you reiorn on yoiu pa* 
role, wlio Will assure me that the soldiers at 
least will not immediately, in defiance qf the 
oapitulaUdii. bo em|>}oyed against me Y ihave 
too often already b^i the dupe of euch arib 
fioes on the part of your generals. . This is 
not an ordinary war: after the conduct of 
your government, I havo no measures to 
keep with It. It ts you who liava attacked 
me ; I have no faith in your pramlaes. Mack: 
might engage for himself, but he oould not 
do so for his soldiers. If the Archduke Fer- 
dinand were here, I could trust him ; but t 
know he is not Me has crossed the Danube;^ 
but I will get boldof bjm yet. Do you sup- 
pose 1 am tc>be made a fool of? Here is the 
capitulatioB^f Memmingen ; showR^ yc^ 
goueral; 1 will grant him no^0n vm* 
oers alone can be allowed to retu^hfew ' 

tri*:-tbo soldiers must bo prisohew »f wjar. 
Th© longer he delays, the be Ms 

ultiroiSto fate."— B oca vii. Sli ®R* , f 
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brfi; 

, 4 ii- 

,, , ...K^ iwny, 

'Mthar 
ol* 

e( m th^ Tyvoi, that 
^ , /iftaii, who had ndweutirtely 
toovaouate the 
Boxmder on the following 
r.Syj ‘W condition '&at the corp# of 

not quit Ulna till the 25th. lu 
: trey, without any reaeon what* 

the whole 9 ther troops in the 
ittaountiug to nearly seventy 
ihot|i||«lid xaeU) were rendered 
ddsj^dls^e for ulterior oi>eratioQ8. 

6p' Jn consequence of this new ar* 

' ticia tu the capituktion, a spectacle 
tooh i^lace on the 20th unparalleled in 
modern wiifare, and sufficient to have 
tturned the strongest head. On that 
memorable morning, the gaiiison of 
Ulin, thirty thousand strong, with sixty 
pieces of camion, marched out of the 
gates of the fortress to lay down its 
arms. Kapoleon, surrounded by a nu- 
meroue and mefgnihceut staffi took his 
station before the hre of a bivouac on 
a rooky eminence, forming i>art of the 
heights on the /lorth of the city. Fur 
five hours the immense airay defiled 
befhre him— the men in the deepest 
dejection, the offiosra in sullen despair, 
at the unparalleled disgrace which 
had befallen their arms. Klenau, Qiu- 
lay, Lichtenstein, were there— -names 
celebrated in the achievements of for* 
mer wars, and destined to acquire still 
greater distinction in those more glori- 
ous ones which followed. Napoleon 
Mdi'cssed himself it; these brave men 
in delicate and touching terms : “ Gea- 
tl«mon/‘ said he, " war has its chances. 
Often Tichirions, you must erpect 
sQimtiqses to be vanquished. Your 
master’ wages against me an nnjviftt 
war, I say it candidly, I know not for 
what 1 am fighting j I know not wh.at 
he d^ires of m& He has wished to 
remind me that t*was onccia soldier ; 
1 truEt h^ will find that 1 h^^ve not for- 
got my avocation. I will, how* 

ever, give one piece of advice to my 
brother the Enaperor of Germany, — 
Lot liim hait^ to make peace ; this is 
the moment to remember there 


spire himwith /I 

wsot nothing ^ 

akipit end I 

dmre / and their aoqt^isithm would be 
as advotttRgeouB to you «» tq 
Dhus spoke Hapoleon ^ 

tober 1S05 : on the %r * 
enjipire of the seas wttikf . 
from his arms by the victory of? 
son ajb Trafalgar, and on that day>i%lit 
yeaia he himself was fiying ftte a 
greater disaster to the arms of Franee^ 
sustained on the field of Leipsia* 

G8. Little {mtioipating these calami- 
ties, the Bmperor enjoyed the splehdid 
spectacle which was going forward. 
IJndep the* appearance of perfetd calm- 
nes^. he concealed a mind intoxicated 
with the glory #vhich surrounded him. 
Tbe Imperial soldiers, amidst all thek 
misfortunes, were filled witlj admiration 
at the conqueror by whom tiiey had 
been overcome : as they defiled Wole 
him, the march of the columns inaen 
sibly become slower, and every eye was 
turned to the hero who filled the 
world with his renown. But when 
they had passed, the recollection of 
their situation fell at once upon themr 

* Ab the procession of cuptives contiausd 
to defile before him, Napoleon said to 
A.ustruui gononilR,— *' It U truly deplorable 
thai such lioiiourablo men lut youraclveB, 
wli^so names are of with honour 

wherever you have combated, should l>c 
made the vwtiius of au insane cabmet, bi- 
tMit on tbe must ctUmcrical prof ccts- It Was 
uiroadr a sufficieut crime to have attacked 
rue jji the mjdst ot peace, wdUiotit any deela- 
r:»uon of war; but tins offence it trivial to 
diat of brinjriUf? into the herirt of !Kttroi>e n 
hnrdfj of harbanaus, and alidwing an 
ppwer to tmx itself up W|t)i our disputes. 
Instead of attaokbif tac without a cswiso. 
Aulic ('ouuoil shoularathdliave united their 
himn to mine. In older to rejiel the Rusrifin 
force. Tlunr present dllianuo is monstrous ; 
it IS the alliance of the dogs and wolves 
against the sheep. Had Prance feben in tliie 
acrite, you would not have )>ecJKl(mg of per- 
ceiving the error^yoa had comnibSiftd.’* At 
this tnottieiit, a genend ofi&cer i^unted 
aloud an insulting exfireseicn he haul 
hpurd> fnem the common soldier# fn i<egard , 
to the Austrian captives. yon Fiave 
Uttlc rosiiect for ycurselv««,^;flid^j^eou 

by such a 


to his troops, with m 
sure, ** to insult men bos^^^ 
misfortune.'*— Bay a»y, L dOl, 
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. and" 0i0ij0 
afc itld julhm 'P^' 
bo 

coi^iiLaiiiii^dft of ^ 001 % th^ threw 
them iri(4eil% m ^ ^^ouo4 
I’rom the Tat^t ^awi' npw dkot^erly 
array a ooxihise^f muttnar of grief and 
iudigiKaiioai arofj^ lu the Frenri^ 
army^ On tho^ Ajifr hand, notbiug but 
joy 1^ ©xiillS^.vWere to be aeon : 
u 6T4^ bad the etiibii&iasm of tbo sol- 
diej;# been so jpeat, never their devo- 
tion to r the Emperor $io unbounded; 
^m;d reviewing the movemente of the 
oampaigtt by which these aetonifihiug 
Huccei^ee had been gained, the veter- 
ans said to each other, little cor- 
}K>ral has discovered a new method of 
carrying on wur — he makos^ more use 
of our legs than our bayonets.”* 

(59, Ever anxious to make his gftiat- 
est succobscs the means of exciting ad- 
ditional feelings of exultation in the in- 
habitants of his capital, Napoleon sent 
to the conservative senate of Paris the 
iJorly standards taken from the army at 
Uim, accompanied by a flattering mes- 
hage, in which he said : — ” Senators, 
iK‘*iold in this jfresent which the sons 
of t]*e Grand Army make to their 
fathers, a proof of the satisfaction 
which I experience at the manner in 
v/hich you have seconded my efforts. 
And you, Frenchmen, make your bro- 
thel’s march ; let them hasten to com- 
bat at our aides, in onier that we luny 
V'c able, without further effusion of 
idoodor a^Mitional effort^*, to repel far 
from ou'f frontier^ all the iiruiioB whicti 
the gold of England has assembled for 
our destinJction. A month has not 
elapsed since I predicted to you th«t 
the Emperor and tlm army would do 
their duty ; I hm imf>ationt for the 
mament when I may be able to aay, 

* Puiirtgtbe rapid ami oompHaitcd movo- 
moats whidi led to the capture? of Ulm, the 
Emporor was itjtdoiaugablo in his exertions. 
For three days and aiglua ho hardly over 
uUdrosaed, and was sliuolt imKissoatly on 
hursoba^ ; in tho ziidost weather ho sliarod 
the fare fad hardships of the ineaneiat of tgs 
Boldiors, la vain was h© expected by the 
^mthoritles at Augsburg, and magui^nt 
prepamtwmsina(|6f<n:]sd»ropep heslept 
m the in the 

humble oottagcftof the peairots."— ^OKON, 
IV 376. ' 


'' ” <Wf ' 

fub'at <^;jilMnire the at. 

tachmen^ ' 'm') hb , (lent lix 

pieces mmnoiiLto tb^’Sube of l^ur- 
temberg, tti^tw4c^y4vofl»mM 
kets to the Blectof of Bavaiiit ■ ® tiWy 
a:^r, be addrewled to bis mWi^ md 
of those proolamations ^hioh so ofiim 
el^itrifled Euippei by the stupendotts 
su&sesses which they commomoittte4 
and the nervous, eloquence in 
they were oouche^ un this ocoaslon 
it was hardly possible to exf^erilte 
the triumphs of the army : witfi aloes 
not exceeding eight tboobiiKid Jfnenp 
they had taken or destroyed n^ly 
eighty thousand of their enesnaxT 
70. The blame of these dbasters was 
wholly laid, by the Amfso^m govern- 
ment, on General Mack; Jre was in 

t “ Soldiers of thoGrand Afvnfl fn iUtceu 
days we have oonduded u campaign 1 We 
have kept our promiati: ; we have eiiduied the 
trwpa of Austria iVoro Bavarian t^rri«« 
tories, aud re-iistabhahodbur ailyiu the pea-' 
session of his states. The army which, witli 
so much ostentation aud flresumption, hud 
advanced to our frontiera, is annihilated. 
But what sigiuiies that to England t We are 
no loijgor at Boulogne, and her subsidies 
wjlj be neither greater n<9' lees. Of a bun- 
dr<'d thousand men who coArK)Bed tlratarmy, 
<«»xty thotisaud are prisoners; they will re- 

i Uace our coueoripto in the dabouxvt of 
lelds. Two hundred nieces ot canuon, their 
whole imrk of ammunition, aud idhoty ataw- 
darda. arc in our power ; of that whole army 
not fii'tcen thousand have escaped. BithUersf 
I announced to you ©great battle; hut^ .thanks 
to the faulty combinations of the tmeiny, I 
have iibtmuoa thctis great Mvantogeslirithout 
iucurriuj^ any risk ; and, wliatia tmexatn^ed 
in the iustory ut nationa, this gtoat result 
has in>t weakened us by the loss of fffteen 
hundred mou. cioUiiers, this asUnuahing suc- 
cess IS owing to your boundless condaenoe 
in your Empeior— to your patience in under- 
going feitigues— to yt*ur rare intrepidity 1 But 
we will not rest here. Already 1 see you are 
burning to (xvTumcnce a second campaign. 
The gold of England lias brought ag^vlust us 
the itussian army from the extremities of 
the universe ; we will make it undergo the 
same fate. To that combat is, in sn csi>edal 
wanner, attached tlie honour of the Frciicli 
iuiautry. It is there that is to be decided for 
the second timo that oiuestionT alrejtdy re- 
solved in Svntzerlaud and Holland, whether 
the French' iaifantry is the first or second in 
Eurq[»e. There are no generals there whom 
It would add to my glory to vanquish. All 
my care shall be to obtain the victory /with 
as little ofPijsion of blood as possible. My 
soldiers arc my children.” Amidst hiS cus- 
tomary exoggm’aticiin, there was mtu^ truth 
in tida prcii(^jQiatiou.---liAiT, 47, 46. 
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it^T^ipr^ att<%";i»Q;tid«txUa«d to impris'Od* & 
mefiit '^sr years? Opon ite con- b6id resolntioti ; 

otueibi^ of tili^#a^,Kapoleoti interceded bead of troops iiaHtdifftS to i^editcfe- 
fot IHistario ditable ousiom of layi^ down tbeSr 

* that it should be arms, on the first reverse^ in large 
ata^ed^ that cdthoiigh this unfortunate bodies. ^ ^ ** , 

jgeneral waa obviously iuode^juate to 71. While these atupendona events 
the diffi fliilfe task imposed upon him of were paralysing the ImftiirM strength 
oothtnanding a ^eat army which. in the centre of Ck^rmah^} tbetiainpa^|(n 
to oombat iNapoleou ; and although he liad been opened, and was already fierqe- 
evidently lost his judgment, and un- ly contested on the Italian plains. The 
necessarily agreed to a disgraceful AuUc Council, ftpm whose arroiw Ihe 
abridgment of the peri od of the capitu- European nations have suffered so often 
latioh '8't the close of the negotiations, and so deeply, had, in the general i^hn 
yet the whole disastei-s of the campaign ofthe campaign, committed three capital 
are hot to be virited on his head. The faults. The first was that of ooinmeno- 
improvidence ofthe Imperial govern- ingamenacingoffensive war in Germany 
meut, the faults of the Aulic Council, with the weaker of their two principal 
have also much to answer for. Mack's armies. The second, that of remaining 
authority was not firmly estahlisUed in on t/ie defensive in Italy, in presence of 
the army ; th*e great name of the Arch- inferior forces, with the greatest array 
duke Ferdinand overshadowed his in- which tlie monarohy had on foot, I’lws 
fiuence; the neo‘»ssity of providingfor third, that of retaining in useless inac- 
the safety of a prince of the Imperial tivity a considerable body of men, wiUi 
house overbahCficed every other con- no enemy whatever to combat, in th§ 
aideration, and compelled, against his Tyrol, which might on several occasions 
judgment, that division of the troops have cast the balance in the desperate 
to which the tanexamjded disasters stniggles which took place to the nortli 
which followed* may immediately V and south of its mountains While 
ascribed. In the memoir in his own Mack, with eighty thousand men, was 
vindication, which he laid before the puahedforwardtobeartheweigbtoftho 
rouiinil of war by Vhich he was tried. Grand Anhy, of double that strength, 
he ascribed nil the misfortunes which in the Valley of the T>amibe, the Aroh- 
followed to this sad necc.ssity, and posi duke Charles, with above ninety thou- 
tively asserted that the division of his sagd, was retained in a state of inaefciv- 
foroea, fi’om which such disastrous re- ity on tlie Adige, in presence of Has- 
suits followvHl, was imposed on him by sena, who had only fifty thousand ; ' ^id 
the council of wju* at Ulm against his tirenty thousand more were acatt-ojwd 
willV It is reasonable to iip].nto to over the Tyrol, where they had no, gaore 
this unfortunate general extreme im- foimidable enemy in their front than 
providence in remaining so long at tl:e peaceful shepherds of Helvetia. 
Ulm, when Kapoleon’s legions w*^re 72, No soonor was the cabinet of 
closing around him, and great weak- Vienna made from the rapid 

ness of judgment, to give it no severer march of Nupolepn’s trooix* across Ger- 
name, in afterwaids capitulating wdth- many, and the di^nnoe at which the 
out tiying some gi*eat effort, with con- Kussians still were from Uie Scene of 
cenkrated forces, to effect his escape, action, of the imminent danger to whidi 
But there apical’s ^o reason to suppose, thoir army in Suabia was exposed^ than 
ns the Austrian government did, that they despatoh«tt orders to the ArcMuke 
he wilfully betrayed their interests to Charles to remain on the defen^ye, and 
Napoleon,' and it ia to be recollected, dbtachfill the disposable troops nt his 
in extenuation of hia faults, that his oonjtnand to the succour of ICack at 
authority, odnfa‘olied by the Aulic Ulm. That gaWant iirittcs, 

Council, was in some degree shared ly, restrained the ImpetuoiSfity ^ hia 
’*■ ItetRiui, Cofmttai et VJ^ninre, vi. 118. numerous and ‘^disciplined battalions 
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tache^' ' acro8$ 

Tyrol . ®y ibis 

xz^eanaba butlaiiye, often of 

iucalculable i]n|>ortfimoe^ si least with 
able oommaudei^ and superior forces, 
in warj waa compelled to forego the 
opportunity of striking a decisive bl^ 
against the t^ps of Massena in his 
front-»io depress the spirits of his 
soldiers^ hy keeping them Ih inactivity 
till the disasters in Gemany had ei- 
tinguished their hopes ; and all this for 
no good purpose, as, before his rein- 
forcements could emerge from the 
gorges of the Tyrol, the die ■was cast, 
(md the troops in Ulm hud 4efiled as 
captives before ihe French Emperor. 

73- The forces in Italy ifere divided 
by the Adige, not only along the C9urs© 
of that river IVom the Alps to the Po, 
but in the city of Verona itself— the 
town properly so called, and the castles 
on the right bank, being in the hands 
<if the French, while the suburbs on 
the left bank were in those of the Aus- 
trians. Strong barricades were dmwn 
a (.roes the bi'idges which united the 
opposite sides of the river; and the 
Archduke, miuced by the orders of 
the Aulic Council and the catastrophe 
in Suiibia to a melancholy defensive, 
■was strengtheniug with field-works the 
celebrated position of (Jaldiero, the im- 
)x>i’tance of which had been so’stro^gly 
felt, in fonner ciimpaigns, ■w'ben Mos- 
sstiSkf stimulated by the orders of the 
Emperor, and the ivocounts he ■v^tas 
daiii^ receiving of the advance of the 
grand army to the north of the Alps, 
resolved to commence operations, jpd 
accordingly denounced the armistice 
■\\^hich ha<l been agreed on till the 18th 
October, and in the night pi-eceding 
aiTived alone in Verona, where pre- 
parations had for some time post been 
secretly making for forcing the bridges 
and gaining the entii*e command of the 
river at that point. • 

74* At midnight, on the night of the 
1 8th, i after removing, withes liHle 
noise as possible, their own barricades 
uu the bridge, the. French attac&id a 
petard to the barrier of separa- 
tion, and at daybreak^ while a violent 


eB»nna^e> ^ ^poinhi distracted 

the attenlh>n bf etMp the 

mon took ^laokan^^ thh obstacle was 
thrown ; It dis|tos^ 
a yawning' gr^behi^^l^ the 

bndge had been eut by ^e 
But this proved only a.Jnoietiei&sjVb- 
staole to the French soldiers. Somo 
cast themselvM into boats, end . tatrsd 
a#ns8 the .rtream; others hrpn^t 
planks, and Hastily threw them over 
the opening ; the barricades at the op- 
posite end were speedily forced; and, 
under cover of i. thick fog, whi^ sig- 
nally favoured their opemtioni;, the. 
intrenchznents on the opposite tide 
were stormed, and ^e combat Con- 
tinued, from street fcoVreet and from 
house to house, till nighi A violent 
storm then separated the combatants, 
w hen, althou^ the Austrians still h^d 
their forts in the town, the passage was 
secured to the French, a Ute^de-pont 
established, and three battalions lef| 
intrenched on the left bank of ^ 
stream. This operati#n was a master- 
piece of skill, secresy^ and resolution, 
cm the part of the Fi^ench general : it 
cost the Austiians tvm thousand men, 
and, ^vhat was of stS gi’cater impor* 
bmoe, gave their anhigonists the com- 
mand of the passage with the loss 'of 
little more than hilf that number. 

75. Conceiving himself threatened 
with a speedy attack in cofteeg^uence 
of this audacious and fortuna^ enter- 
prise, tho Archduke lost no thne in 
making preiMuntions to re|>el it- ‘ The 
position of Caldiero, already strong, 
was rendered almost impregnable. lis 
line of rocky heights, extending from 
the foot of the Alps to the shoics of 
the Adige, strengthened in every ac- 
cessible point by redoubt^, intrcnch- 
meuts, and palisades, seemed to dely 
attack; while the natural advantages 
of tho ground, broken by cliffe, woods, 
and vineyards, from which even the 
arms of Napoleon had recoiled, ap- 
peared to) oppose invhicible barrier 
to the father advance of the French 
ti’oops. Mossena remained inactive 
ftom the 18th to the 2ttth ^October ; 
but, having then received intelligence 
of tlia asfcouishiijg successes cf Na|>o- 
leon in the plains of Suabia, he^re- 
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to ^ dlla«tt^ lot 

>tiiaa«and 
'Votli' 4k ptm ' not:' 

pro^ ^ 
of tli« cDi^ : 
find it di£&> 

cj^i^lKilve* IffeverthelaBfl he resolTed 
upOnmaliingikeAtt&tnpi triumpli 
at Ulto wga annopnced to tho soldiero 
by a loiid diBcharge of ortilleiy in tLie 
atoning of the 28tli, and on the fol- 1 
lofwing morning, before their exulta- 1 
tlon had Bubeid^ he made hie diapo- 1 
ell^one for attack, To assail such a ! 
position, guarded by an army superior | 
to his, own, in front, was a despemte ; 
ontOTriae; but the French general con- 
ceit^ that, by^bringing the bulk of j 
his forces to his own left, he might i 
turn the Imperialists by the moun- 
tains, and compel them to lose all the 
labour they h?d employed in strength- 
ening it, Hassena himself, with two 
divisions, was to engage the euemy's 
attention by a fefgned attack and loud 
cannonade in ^j’ont of tbe position ; 
while Verdier, at the head of the right ^ 
wing, was to ci'oss the Adige below ! 
Verona, and Endeavour to turn the i 
Austrian left, Molitor, with the 
left, was to gam the mountains and 
threaten their right. Molitor made 
great progress on Che first day, and 
Massena, with the centre, advanced al- 
most to the foot of the enemy’s in- 
trenchments ; but after tbe most gal- 1 
lant efibrts, they were driven back 
before night to theu* own ground in 
front of Verona, while Yerdier, on the ! 
^ht, confined himself to a heavy firing 
^ong the Hue of the Adigo. j 

On the following day, however, 
the French dispositions were more 
Completely carried into effect. Their 
cent^, issuing in great strength from 
Verona, carried aU the villages occu- 
pied by ihe Imperial light troops, and 
anived at the foot of the formidable 
redoubts of Caldiero; while Molitor 
gallantly advanced against tj^e almost 
impregnable heights on their<f ight, and 
Verdier made file utmost efforts to 
effect “his passage on the lower part of 
the river. But dff ihe endeavours of 
the latter were unsuccessful ; and 
though his movements and threaten- 


'Centre and Oc^i^ent 

in/Kie att^ngth of 

mid indignimt at the idea of bei^ as- 
sail^ by inferior foitces in their in- 
trenohments, the Austiuane deployed 
itrgreat masses firotn theh^ cei^ and 
left, and gallautly engaged the}r anta^ 
gonists in the plsm. A terrible cmhat 
ensued. The heada of the Imperial 
columns were repeatedly swept ftWay 
by the close and wril ■'directed dii 
charge of the French artillery ; while 
the French, when they hnpetuously 
followed up their successes, we®^ in 
their turp, as rudely hsndM by the 
heavy fire of the Austrian redoubts. 
The heat of the battle took place round 
the village of Caldiero, which was 
spec&ily encumbered with dead. , Mas- 
sena and the Archduke tbemfielves 
charged at the head of their respecstiw 
reserves, and exposed their persona 
like the meanest soldiers ; but all the 
©ffbrts of the Fi'ench were unable to 
overcome the steady v»dour of the Goi*- 
mans. Several of Molitor’s divisions 
on the French left penetrated to the 
foot of the redoubts, and more than 
one battalion actually reached their 
summit; but they were there instantly 
cut i>ieces by the point-blank dis- 
charge of the lmj>crial cannon, rapidly 
turned against them from the adjoin- 
ing*' iutreuohmonts. At length mght 
closed on this scene of slaughter^ but 
nt^ before four thousand brave men 
were lost to both paities, without eithM* 
being able to boast of a decided odvan- 
‘ape; for if the French had broken 
seVerjil columns of imperial infantry, 
and made twelve hundred prisoners, 
they had suffered at least as much, 
and the redoubtable iutrenchmeuts 
were still in the hands of their anta- 
gonists. 

77. On the following morning, Mas- 
sena renewed th? combat with greater 
prospect of sucoeae. On th^ preceding 
ev^ing,„Verdier had at length suc- 
ceeded in throwing oci'oss two bat- 
taliofis, which wei'e arrested by the 
Austrian columns in the ^riffles ad- 
joining the river ; 'but at daybreak they 
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were hjt » divl«ilib,| 

and 

on #» np from 

to the Boon 

a bridge wae ocwiweted, and ibe whole 
right witig oronKtad orer, whioh« blow- 
ing np the retiring columns of tiri Im* 
perialiets, ws» at length stopped by the 
redoubt ot dhiareeo del Christo* whA^h 
in this quarter i^rmed the key of their 
position, and, if taken, . would hare 
drawn after it the loss of the battla 
Sensible of ite importance, Verdier 
made the utmost edbrts to carry this 
inirenchment, but the gallantzy of the 
defence was equal to that of the at> 
tack. Oenerid Nordmann, who com- 
manded the Auatrians, saw all the can- 
noneers killed by his side, and was him- 
self struck down ; but UA place was 
instantly taken by Coxtnt Coux)^EnOt 
afterwards ope of the most distinguish- 
ed of the Imperial generals, who con- 
tinued the stubborn defence till the 
Archduke, by bringing up fresh troops, 
succeeded in disengaging tliis band of 
heroes Verdier was now assailed, in 
ills turn, at once in front and both 
f'anks; his corps was at length iorced 
hack, bo himself sevei'cly wounded; 
Jind such were the lessee of the French 
in this quartpr, that it whs with diffi- 
culty that they maintjiim»d themselves 
ou the left bank of the Adige. !• 

7o. Hut notwithstanding this suc- 
cess, the Archduke was already pre- 
paring a retreat The Archduke John 
had arrived at his headquarters, and 
brought with him a complete *cou#r- 
mation of the int* lligenoe regarding the 
disasters in Omnany, whnb had al- 
ready circulated in obscure rumqp^ 
through his tmny. It waa no longer 
jmsible to think of preserving Italy; 
the heart of tlic empire was laid open, 
and it was necessary to hasten to the 
protection of the menaced capital. The 

We Iwvc the best poseible ovidoucc, that 
ot Napoleou hitnself, that these murdtroua 
actioutt tfTmlnatad upoiP the whole to the 
advaixtstfe oi the Auamatia. ‘ ‘ The Arc hduhe 
Ohariev* ea3ra ho, hod gained coiieiieuble 
atlvanUges over Massouo at Cardicro in 
effect, wic f’riaco of Esslmg was hoaton.'* 
The Archdukeopioke of thi* ajQfUoa wfBh his 
auustoijuod ihodeseyand truth in hw oflBoial 
despHtohOfl.-*-Narousos in MovtU. U. 108 sad 
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lietter td< b, 
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omamt, 

WcM ,ud»d 

tains towMi iM VNoa 11^ 
detachments matody m M 

roeky ridges between w 
the lake of Gbwdfw Alortned at this 
movement, Mossemi stood on the de- 
fiisive, and ooncantrated his forces in 
fixmt of Verona ; but while he was in 
hourly expectaticn of an attadc, the 
Archduke had caqsed aJd bis bCaty 
cannon and baggage to fitnffie towards 
the rear, and when the Fmnh tldettee 
approached the intrenchments whiril 
had been so obstinately contested, 
they found them stripped of artillery, 
guarded only by a few of the enamy^s 
rearguarA 

79. Massena'e whole army nmtieintty 
broke up and advanced in pursuit, hut 
the Imperialists had gained a full mtuxih 
upon them. The whole ertiUeay and 
baggage had already defiled by one rOMfll 
in admirable order ; dense oolumns of 
infantry, interspersea between them, 
covered their movements, and a strong 
peaiguard, under Oenaral Frimont, pre> 
sent^ a menacing ^nt to the pniv 
suei'B. The ezoesaive fatigue of the 
ti-oops, however, rendered some iwpoae 
necessary ; and forShis purpose, as Well 
OA to gaiu time for hie immeiMte amy 
of carriages to defile in his Star, the 
Archduke resolved to hold firm in the 
neighboiiriiood of Vicenza, which is 
surrounded by an old wall fianked with 
towers, and by ite position on the Ba- 
chiglioue, the stream of which was ren* 
dered ifii})asHabie by fioods, command* 
ed the only Ime either for the retreat 
of the Germans or the pursuit of the 
Frencli. Thera he ountitmed, accord- 
ingly, with a powetfhl rewguard, in 
battle aiTuy, the whole of the 8d No- 
vember, and, on the following night, 
leaving Vogelsang with four battehons 
in the town, he continued his retreat 
m the nj)st leisi&ely manner. That 
intrepid waiguard, with heroic fitan- 
ness, continued to moke go<Kl the |» 08 t, 
despite equally tlie menaces and ae- 
sauits of Hossena, till daybi'eak on the 
4th, and then withdrew in patfeci 
safety to the left bank of the river, 




park of arfcil- 
ijr4'i 0*1 tbe 
I Wiir Tijrtttga under 
|J»wich to unite 
) 'be|it^e of the army. 

1 m*dinairy cdcill on the part of 
the general, and Bteadihese on that of 
the eoldiers, which Oould, in the pj^' 
j^ipe of a putauing enemy, commanded 
' an officer as Maasena, secure 

the safe retreat of sevenby thousand 
inen by a single defile and bridge, who 
had been a few hours before scattered 
oter a line of fifteen leagues in bi*eadth, 
ithme^tely after a bloody battle of 
tltoe days' dur^on. 

80V Fi'om Vicenza the Archduke 
retired by forced marches through 
the rich and watered jilaina of the 
' Brenta and Piave towards the moun- 
tains of FriuIS, sepoi’ating himself al- 
together from Venice, into which he 
threw a strong igarrison of eighteen 
battalions. When he arrired on the 
Tagliamento he* halted for a daj’, and 
sustained a severe combat with the 
French advanced guard, in order to 
gain time to reieivo the inforraatioti 
which was to ekeide him whether to 
march by Tarvis and Viilach, to unite 
his forces with those of the Archduke 
John in the neigh\)ourhood of Salz- 
boiirg, or to procee^l by the direct 
route through LaybacU toward Vienna. 
The disastrous intelligence, however, 
which he there received of the total 
wreck of Oeunml Mack’s army, ren- 
dered it necoft.sary to continue his re- 
treat as rapidly as possible by t^e latter 
of these routes to Vienna. Skil fully 
avaHing himself of every obstacle which 
tW awollen water's of that stream, a> 
well as the Piare and the Izonzo, could 
afibird, be conducted his march with 
such ablfityt that though it lay through 
narrow ‘ftefilcs and over mountains 
charged^ ^th the snows of winter, no 
seiions loss was si^jstained, nor ■were 
the spirits of the soldiers ,f/eakened, 
before they descended, in mnbroken 
strength, into the valley of the Drave j 
and the streanots wbtili make their W'ay 
to the great arteiy of the Danube. 

81. Meanwhile Napoleon, whose ge- 
nius never appeared more strongly than 
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pursuing with ia^^ , , 
ity me broken columis of tW Aus- 
trian troops, without n^^ting of 
the precautions which he nevi^ fimed 
to adbipt to insure his fiommunio^ions 
and provide for his snpffiifts. Qtmt 
tewgazines were formed at Ulm, Augs- 
burg, and on the Lech, and troops sta- 
tioned in positions so fortified as to be 
beyond the ?*rach of a cottp-fie^^in. On 
the 24th of October he arrived at Mu- 
nich, where he was received with every 
imaginable demonstration of joy 'ud 
a geneml illumination attested tht iini- 
versal transports. Augsburg was made 
the grand dep6t of the army j while the 
leading corps, \inder Ikiuadotte, Da- 
roust, Murat, and Marmont, proKt^ed 
on ia ceaseless march towards the He- 
reditary StiitoH. Speedily the Iser ivaB 
passed : the Frcncli eagles were borne 
in exultiation thivmgh the forest of 
Hoheuiinden. and nothing arrested 
their march till they reached the rocky 
banka of the Inn, and appeared before 
the fortress of Hraunau. At the same 
time, Marshal Ncy, who had remained 
at ITlm, in terms of the capitulation, 
till the 25th October, received orders 
to move with his whole corps upnu tlie 
Tyrol, in order to clear the vast no- 
tiiri\f%rtress which that diati'ict, com- 
poBOH of the <3netnyV forces ; while Au- 
gereau’s corps, which, having broken 
up fi'om Brest, had latest come to the 
scene of acfion, and had rcctmtly cross- 
e<kth«*Bhii]e nt Huniiigen, was pushed 
forw'iud by fiu'ced marches to in^W 
the western fr(»utier of that romantic 
pjfc viuce. ^ 

82. 'While dihaHters were thus ac- 
cumulating on all sides upon the Aus- 
trian monarchy, the cabinet of Vienna 
did their utmost to x'cpair the fid»l 
blow M'hich had so nearly prostrated 
the whole strangth of the state. How 
to arrest the terrible enemy who was 
pouring iu irrelistibl© force and with 
such rapidity down the valley of the Da- 
I nube, wrffe the gi'eat difficulty. Couriei' 
after* courier was despatched to the 
Archduke Chai'les, to biu>ten the march 
of his ariny to ihe scene of 
Archduke John was directed to evaeu- 
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ate miitSt 1 jUtie of mar^> eotojoittip^e the eoi^. 

his >to of i^^%rblh^ 

cover tihb oa^its|jl''j?tl»o leidea the Huseiao wie^^ 

gary-ftod' pi^oeehisic offld«rE«i#iijy«n Me. 

forward with ail'|}qle 0 ible rapidity ; and Orand-duke CoMah^t^ 
the Ktaperor liixtise^ after miiina an aimy which was 8aeteih|t td^W 
aniiuutittg proellhnatton to the idSahi- of danger under i^e Archdol^ 
t^ntft of Vienna,* set out in person to 83. But while eregrthing aeeraed 
hoid a conference with the Jlusai^ thus to snnle upon l^poleon in the 
general, Kut!iftc|tf, who was advancing softh of Gertnanjj a atom was arising 
\Yitli the utmost rapidity, concerning in the north which menaced him with" 
the })e6t w^oans of arrestirqftlie march destruction. The cabinet of Beilin 
oi the eiutmy. But when he arnved at had taken umbrage to an extent which 
lljf* headquai'ters of the latter, the ex* could hai*dly have been anticipated* 
t Mi. of the danger became apparent, and which waS greatly heyond Me, 
'rif,{‘ /rmnaut of the Aiistriiiu army, amount of the injury indicti^, at Me 
tuuier Meerhild and Keinmryer, which violation of the territory of An^aM 
hi)d joined him, hardly amounted to It was not the mere ml^h of a French 
twenty thouHund men ; his own trooj>s corps through a “detached portion of 
Idtherto come up were not tliirty thou- their dominions which oocaatoned this 
su7)<l ; and liow wm it po.s.:>i);le, with feeling of irritation ; it was. the secret 
Puch jnconsiderable forces, to withstand consciousness that the ineult was de- 
Napoleon at the head of a hundred and served, %vhich had envenomed the 
fifty thousand combatants ? It was w<'uiid For ten y^'s Prussia had^ 
therefore resolved to abandon the line flattered herself that, by keeping alocC# 
of the Inn and retire towards Vienna, she would avoid the alfcorm; that she 
after breaking down nil the bridges would succeed in tumihg the despeiwte 
over the numerous Streams which tell | strife bi^tween France and Austria to 
in'o the Danube, and lay acro.ss the her own benefit, by eqjarging her terri- 

-» 

^ ‘‘The Emp<3r'>r of PraucY haft cotijptjlled King of Prussia at tbe very moment that he 
Tuo to take up anns. To hie iO'deut dcHire of had given the most solemn promiwBS to re- 
Uiibtary achioveravuts, hi» j aasuni to he ro- sped it . and by tbescypiulcnt proce«iH^iigs he 
lotxicil ill history undei th'.s titk* <>t' a c<m- suci^dod m surrounding and cutting off a 
queror. the limits' of France, uireadv somuen ymrt uf the troops which, I hud ordered to 
('jilarged and defined hy s:icre<l treaties, still take a position on the li^ube and the Uler. 
ayipour too narrow, He w ihh<*K to isjneeutrat© I am tranqinl aud at case in the midst of 
ill Ills own hands tUi the interests upon w dich twcnty*ftve milUoas of my mibieets, equally 
clcTiemls the Udau' i’ of Europe Far from dear to my heart aud house. With Ihrtituoe 
attsoking the tiirr - o of the I tnpernr of the Austrian monarchy haj!5.^nfirn from eveiT 
Fnmce, tuid keep.],: steadily m view the storm which menacod it during thepreceo* 
pniservation uf pea.,',:, whieli we so pubhiay iug centuries. Its intrinsic vigour is still 
and fciiiccrcly stated 'o be our only wish, wb undecayed. There still exists in the bmuts 
(Iticlarcd, in tlu jiron :ict> of all Euivpe. 'That of thoisc good and loyal men, for whose pJtsoBi* 
%vo would in noc\col mU‘rl(‘re in the int 4 jj|f«* perity and tranquillity I combat, thatancleut 
nai concerns f>f Fraoi e, uwr make an v •■dtei'a- patriotic 6i>irit wdiich is ready to make every 
lion m Mil* new confct.tntion which Germany sacnficc, «nd to dare eveiythhjg tb save what 
recci V ed after the pauc of Lundvil le.' Peace iinust l>c twivod, — thoir throne and their indo- 
andmdcptindeuce were the only objects which pcndencc, the natKinal honour aud the na- 
w‘e VI ished to attain ; no ambitious view s, no tional prosperitj*. Prom the sj*lntot patiiot* 
Jiitcuiioi. such as tliat wnce ascribed to rue, ism on the f>nrtof my subjects, 1 expeef. with 
uf subjugating Pavaria, had any share in our a proud and tnuiquil confidence, cVerytliing 
counecifa But the sovereign of Franco^ to- that is great and good ; bht above all things 
tally reganPchS of the general triinquilhtv, unanimity, and a quick, firm, and courogo- 
listeuea not to theac ovoi*iiures. Wholly ab- ous co-opemtlon in e^ry measure that shall 
sorbed m lunisoli; and occu]fiiod only with be orderedjjfjo keep the rapid strides of the 
the dijqiJay of his ovvn ^catness and omui- enemy ofifmim our frivutier until those mimo- 
pofrnee. be- collected alibis force, ffompeHed rous and powerful auxiliaries con act, which 
Ifollond ami thc Elector of Baden to joui him, my cxalt^ ally, the, Jgmporor of Russia, and 
whilst his secret ally, the Klector Pulittluc. otiier jMwors, hav^e destm^d to <a^mbat for 
falj^e to hi« sacred promise, voluntarily dc> tho iiDertica of Eunipo, and the aeemdty of 
livcred htmawif up to him ; violated in the thronos and of nations. "-yulwa. Megi, 1805, 
most lufnilting manner the neutrality of tlie 713. 
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tQ]i7 axtd eimii^defdiioti 

isi 

sirtimiiig m^n^, 
once .all her 
it became 'Ap^ 
ministers, that 
Ali pollo^ was ultimately 

t0 %0 as daQge]?oas as it had already 
%aen dieoreditable. 6o far ffom hav^ 
1% iarn'eaBed the res|>ect with which Che 
was regarded^ it was now plain that 
she had entirely lost it ; and a power 
which* under the guidance of the Great 
Fr^erick* had stepped forth as the 
arbiter of the north of Germany, was 
now treated with the indid'erenoe and 
neglect which is the bitterest ingre- 
^ant m the oCp of *ihe vanquished. 
^Rie veil suddenly dropped from the 
^es of her ministers : tliey now dis- 
tinctly perceived that, instead of secu- 
rity, Ihey hadi reaped only danger from 
former submissions ; and that, aa a re- 
ward for 80 long a period of forbear- 
ance, they could look only, like Ulysses, 
for the melimchply satisfaction of being 
last devoured. ^Under the influence of 
ihese feelings, the resolution of the 
cabinet was violently shaken. The 
King openly inclined to hostile mea- 
sures, while toe indignation of the 
nation knew no bounds. Prince Louis, 
whose rash and inconsidenite, though 
vehement andgenerous, character could 
ill birook the long inactivity of the 
Prussian aims, publicly and on ail 
occasions gave vent to his desire for 
war ; the popularity of the Queen rose 
almost to idolatry; the consideration 
of Haugwitss, the great maintainer of 
the temporising system, rai)iAly sank, 
and all eyes were turaed to Baron 
Hardenberg, whose resolute counseia to 
adopl; a more manly policy had been 
long known, as the only minipter fit, 
at such a crisis, to be intrusted with 
the diiw^on of aflairs. 

JSiftters w^re in this inflammable 
state when Emperor Alexander 
arrived at Berlin, tmd emdoyed the 
whole weight of his great CAuthority, 
and all the charms of his captivating 
manners, to mduoe the King to embrace 
a more manly and corurageous policy. 
Under the action of so man^ concur- 
ring causes, the French influence 


|^3ly dd0)P»d ^e’capl- 

iid .oti'tke hay^ 

ing heeni sHe to an afidiWice 
for adme days pre^dnsly^ eitM 
^e King or Emperor p ssnd on the day 
fbBbwing; a secret w>ninsntiq||^ was 
signed l:^tween the two monarchs for 
the regulation of the Sflhlrs of Europe, 
S^d the erection a ba^er against 
the ambition of the French Kmpei^.' 
By this convention if warn stipulated, 
that the treaty of Lundville was to be 
taken as the basis of the afltwngement^ 
and all the acquisitions which France 
had since made were to be wrested 
from it; Switzerland and Holland 
were to be restored to their mdepen* 
dence, and, without overturning the 
kingdom of Italy, it was to be merely 
agreed that its throne and that of 
France were never to bo occupied by 
the* same individual. Haugwitz was 
to be intrusted with the notifioatkm of 
this convention to Napoleon, with au- 
thority, in case of its acceptance, to 
pflier a renewal of the former friendship 
and alliance of the Prussian nation, 
but in case of refusal, to declare war, 
with an intimation that hostilities 
would be oommenoed on the l&th De- 
cember. 

85. The conclusion of Hm 
tion was followed by a scene as remark- 
able as it was romantic, and which was 
ultimately attended by eonsequencea 
of the highest importance to the des- 
tinfes of Euro|)e. When they signed 
it, both the potentates were fully awa^ 

tlie perilous natui-e of the enterprise 
on which iliey were adventuring; as 
the Archduke Anthony had arrived 
*iwo days before with detailed accounts 
of the disastrous result Sif the combats 
around Ulm. Inspired with a full 
sense of the dangers of the war, the 
ajdent and ohivfirous mind of the 
Queen conceived the idea of unitijig 
the two sovereigns by a bond moie 
likely to be durable than the mere 
allianoes of cabinets with eacli other. 
This was to bring them together at the 
topib o£^ the Great Frederick, where it 
was hoped the solemnity and reoollec-^ 
tioal of the scene would powerfully 
contribute to cement their u^n. The 
Emperor, who was desirous of visiting 
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the gaimean me f«* ; 

Mine ds^t«d,< ah^ ttiidhkht 
the two HKttiiureh^ firooeeded . togtfmr 
by t<fcHU|^t to the heUow^ gva^e.' 
Unco^ring he approac^e^ l^e 
ftpoty the Kie|»eror kiesed the pall, and 
t^lng the haid of the Kwg of PrusEj^ 
as it lay oa ms tomb, they swore an 
eternal friondehtp to each other, and 
bound themaelTes, by the moat solemn 
oaths, to ttkidntaiu their engagements 
inviolate in the great contest for Euro- 
pean independence in which they were 
ambaiked. A few hours after, Alex- 
'^andMT departed for OaUcia, to assome 
in person the command of the army 
of reserve, which wasadvandng through 
that province to the support of Kutus- 
off. Such was the origin of that great 
alliance, which, though often interAiptr 
ed by misfortune, and deeply checkered 
by disaster, , was yet destined to be 
brought to so triumphant an issue, and 
ultimately wrought such wonders for 
the deliverance of Europe. 

86. It would have been well for 
the common cause, if, when Prussia 
bad thus taken her part, her cabinet 
hud possessed resolution enQU|^ to 
have interfei'ed at once and decidedly 
iii the a^ar : the disaster of AusterUtz, 
the catastrophe of Jena, wcmld thereby, 
in all probability, have been provented 
Hut after the departure of the Em- 
peror, the old habit of ternttorising' re- 
turned, and the precious moments, big 
with the fate of the world, wore per- 
mitted to elapse without any opera- 
tions being attempted. Haugwite did 
not set out from Pota<^m till the l^tj^ 
^'ovember ; the Prussian aimies 
no forwardmovement towards the Dan- 
ube, and Napoleon was permitted to 
continue, without inten’uption, his ad- 
vance to Vienna; while eighty thou- 
sand disciplined veterans remained in- 
active in Silesia on his left flank — a 
force amply suScient to have thrown 
him back with disgrace and disaster to 
the Bhino, Even the arrival, of 
Ilarrowby at Berlin, a few days after 
the disparturcof Haugwitz, witH full 
powers and the oflbr of ample subfd- 
dies from Mr Pitt, could not/, prevail 


^ the geyeniix^ aceelcmta ^ 
'icotomencem^ ^ 

Apparently 
desirotui of heelig 

w«?e likely to tfiib 

commenced 

the irrevocable step 4ad i3n»tidy ^b^n 
taken--that J>n^ npon leairihg 
capital, had preceded straight to the 
Emperor's headquarters on the Dan- 
ube; that the convention wtdeh h0, 
be^ concluded could not be kepi a 
secret ; that Napoleon, in consequence, 
was made their determined imd 
that every hour now lost; was aodlag 
to his means of selectmg;W^wn 
for their future destmetiqn^ 

87. There wCre noP wantang, 
ever, numbers who opesily counselled 
a bolder policy, and p^ophsiided all the 
disasters which would ensuai flroin ccti^ 
tlnuing longer thdr sdhermne to the 
procrastinating aystem. In a oounefl 
of war, held at Potsdam, soon aftqr 
intelligence of the disasters at tBm 
was received, the Duke of Bruturwick 
ordered Colonel MaeStmbach, a young 
pupil of the celebrated TempShodi 
to deliver liis opinion on the present 
state of affairs. ** Tie armies aret hi 
presence of each other,” said he^ ♦f.a 
decisive! battle must socm be fot^lA 
If Napoleon is ^aten, bis retmt 
through the Tyrol is oecured 3fcr* 
ftUal Ney's recent oceppotion of that 
province, and he wijl be beyond the 
reach of the Proseian forces. It is in- 
dispensable, therefore, that the Pnisr 
Sian army in Silesia should in«Nitly 
march to the support of the Allies, 
and tha'i a strong body should threaten 
Napoleon's oommunicatious with the 
Rhine, in order to compel him to di* 
vide his forcea If both these measures 
are not adopted, and the Russians are 
beat, all is lost.” General Ruohel, 
however, an older officer, ridiculed the 
apprehensions of such a catastrophe; 
and the Duke of Brunswick, with his 
wonted iiresolutioa, broke up the coun- 
cil withoip having come to any deteiv 
mination. 

88. But thoug^JVussia was thus in- 
active, Napoleon was not without very 
serious cause for anxiety in the nbirth 
of Germany. A combined force, of 
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Britl^ Biredeei, 

lilui r0Qett% 

baxl;,^ lk |{it^^f 1^ tbe I^ssiaii 
troci^. ^O that electorate 

had,^itaed asksiatuice*— a $ure proof : 

of a 'uudet^tanoing between the | 
Oahiaei of Berlin and that of London, i 
ini^jrtne of which it was to be restor- 
ed to its i%htful owners. The danger 
of an enemy in that quarter was 
, for the whole hi*enoh army of 
o^npation had been withdrawn, with 
the exception of the garrison of Ha- 
melii ; and not oxdy w^ere its inhabi- 
tants warlike, and ardently attached to 
ih© British government, but there was 
eveay reason to apprehend that the 
ftame^ once lighted, might spread to 
Holland, where the partisans of the 
house of Orange had received an im- 
mense accession of strength fj-om tlie 
calamities in which their country had 
been involvedfrom the French alliance. 
Hardly any regular troops remained to 
make head against these dangers ; but 
I^apoleon cont^ved to paralyse the 
disaffected, by* pompous announce- 
ments in the Monitevr of the forma- 
tion of a powerful army of the north, 
of which his brojhier Louis, in the first 
instance, was to take the command, 
but which might soon expect to be 
graced by the pre-se^jce of the Emi^eror 
himself. 

89. On his right flank. Marahal Key j 
was ipore successful in achieving the 
conquest of the Tyrol, and relieving 
him fiom all anxiety in regard to that 
important luilwai’k of the Austrian 
monarchy. This romantic region, so 
interesting from its natural b<^.autie.e, j 
the noble character of its inhahit^mts, 
and the memorable contest of wKich it 
xvftS afterwards the theatre, will form | 
the subject of a separate desenption j 
herea^er, when the campaigii of 18b9 
is considered.* The impeiious neces- 
sity t© Which the Austrirai goyemment 
was subjected, of withdrawing their 
forces from the Ty^l protec- 

tion of tli© capital, prevent«w it from 
Incoming the theatr« of any consider- 
able slrug^gle at this time. Resolved 
to clear these mountain fastnesses of 
tbe Imperial troops, Napoleon ordered 
* See infrot Chap, JLVUl. 


l^qy to advi^ ^ % 

mountams wnioK 
bamet , of the vajl^ 'oi'. 
upon Ixmspruck ; whU© a 
varian division, which had already oc- 
cupied Sislzbourg, ^vanoed l^ .the 
gieat road from that«»town byJWich- 
enthal, by the same oaplt^ and men- 
aced Kufstein, the' pijneipal strong- 
hold on tlie eastern rentier of the 
province. Both invasions wer© suc- 
cessful General Deroy, 0 Qmmandix% 
the Bavarian troops, wound in silence 
along the mai'gin of beautiful lakes 
which lie at the foot of the ropky bar* 
rier which aepanites the province of 
Salzbourg from that of the Tyrol, md 
suddenly pushing up the steep asoent, 
amidst a shower of balls from the over- 
hanging cIaAs and woods, which vrere 
filled with Tyrolese marksmen, carried 
the ^mtrcnchments and forts at their 
summit with matchless valour, ohd 
drove back the Imperialists, wilh tile 
loss of five hundred prisonci*8, to the 
ramjmrts of Kufstein. The whole east- 
ern defences of I yrol were laid open 
by this bold inuption ; the Imperial 
regulars retired over the mountains 
iowtirds Ijeoben, while the Tyrolese 
levies were shut up under the cannon 
of Kufstein, which was soon block- 
aded 

9U. Contemporaneous with this at- 
tack on the eastern frontier of the pro- 
vince, Augerean moved forward from 
the neighbourhood of the lake of Con- 
f^tance, so as to threaten Feldkiroh and 
its western extremity; while at the 
same time Mai-ahal Key advanced, at 
the head of ten thousand men, against 
^he banner of Scharnitz, the ancient 
Vorta ClandiUj a celebrated mountain 
intrenchment which eonufiands the di- 
rect mountain ix>ad from Bavana to 
Innspruck, and was known to be almost 
impregnrxblc on the only side from 
which It could to all appearance be 
assailed. An attack in firont, though 
supported by all the fire and impe- 
tuosity of the bravest of the French 
trqops, vws repulsed with veiy heavy 
loss. Success seemed utterly hopaless. 
But* the genius of Maiislii K©y at 
len^h overcame every obstadl©. Di- 
viding his corps into three divisions, 
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th^ fort of Leltwli/ia tlie rear of tli« 
intwoi^xiwtd* firoio -Whebite to"ipi©*‘ 
toriom trooJ)i» in^otsod ott ^ two oo^ 
hxmnB to acklo tlxe prtfcipioea which 
ovethticg theta •on the southei^ side, 
to the suroihit of which the peaijantB, 
aj) a place of undoubted aecniity, hsM 
removed their wives and children. The 
combatwaslongand doubtful: securely 
lasted in the ;difffa and thicicebs above, 
the Tyrolese marksmen kept up a 
deadly fire on the French troops, who, 
breatmees and panting, were clamber- 1 
ing up by the aid of the brushwood 
which nestled in the crevices, and of 
their bayonets thrust into the fissures 
of the rock. Fruitless, however, was 
all the valour of the defendi^ts : in vain 
rocks and trunks of trees, tlmiul^ring 
down the steep, swept off whole com- 
panies at once; as fast as they were 
destroyed others equally daring 'suc- 
ceeded them, and pressed with cease- 
less vigooi’ up the entangled precipice. 
The summit was at length carried, &nd 
the French eagles, displayed from the 
edge of the perpendicular cliff in their 
rear, Was the signal for the renewal of 
the attack on the intr^‘nchmcntfl by 
tVie division stationed in their front. 
They w’ere Do longer tenable : a shower 
of balls fi^om the heights behind, against 
which the Tyrolese bad no defeiice, 
rendered it imjiossible either to pian 
the works or sUnd to the guns. A 
panic seized the garrison ; they fled in 
confusion, and the victorious assailajits^ 
besides that of a mountain harrier 
hiflierto deemed impregnable, ha<i to 
boafst of the capture of fifteen hundjj^ 
prisoner 

Dl. The^llp^ediato trophy of this 
victoiy was <^pturo of lunspruck, 
with sixteen thousand stand of arms.* 

Au hitiimMsting incident occurred at Tun- 
sriruck. The TOUa French regiment had, in 
the campaign of 17P9, loafc two of its utan- 
darda. When walking in the arsenal of that 
town, one of i(» oncers bt^held them among: 
the other warlike trophies of the Tyrolese. 
Inatantly the intelligence spread*that their 
hinitab«tignswerere(x>vorod, and the votenme, 
hastfhxing in, kissed the tattered renntanta, 
and wept for joy ut oszain beholding the for- 
mer chmpamous of their gibry. *— BioNOif, 
iv. 391. ^ 


The ^hdknoHh|m 1^'ier of the lim 
was abandoned; ^«iMiich» 

wlio commimdeAferfbijf r^ 
of the Tyh>l, reimd th ii^tmich^l 

camp of Feidki|p $ while ih<l iArc^- 
duko J ohh withiftew all hk foriks tom 
the valley of the lim and took post 
upon the Brenner, in the hop© ef rally- 
to his ertaudard the corps in the 
eaftem and western districts of the 
province before he commenced hk 
retreat into the Hereditaiy States. li 
was too late, howevei*. Sttrroundki 
and cut off from all hope of suiccotnv^ol^ 
lachich, with five thousand men, was 
obliged to capitulate at Feldkiroih, upon 
condition of not serving for a y<wpr 
against France, and losing all his 
lery to grace the triumph dT the victors. 
The Archduke John^ upon hearing of 
this catastrophe, abandoned the crest 
of the Brenner during thokn^ht, andre- 
tii'ed by Klagenfurrii to Cilly, where 
he effeotfd a junction^ith hk brother 
and the gallant army of Italy^, But 
the Prince de Kohan |va« not equally 
fortunate. That galBint officer, who 
wav' stationed with six thousand men 
near Naudera and Fiij^termiinx, on the 
western frontier of thg province, fohwd 
himself by those dka-sters cut off from 
j any support, and isolated among the 
enemy’s columns m the midst of thi© 
mountains of the Tyrol. Disdaining 
to capitulate, he formed the bold re.so- 
hition of cutting his way through all 
the corps by which he was suriHmuded, 
iiritl joining the gflvrkon left in Venice, 
112. Considerable success at first ab- 
tended his efforts. Descending the 
course 8f the Adige, he surprised and 
defeated Loisenk division at Bokano, 
and thus opened a W'ay for himself by 
Trent nud the defiles of the Erenta to 
the Italian plains. Alivsady the moun- 
tains weretileared ; Basaano was passed; 
and the wearied troops were joyfully 
wending their way across the level 
fields to the shores of the LagunsB,when 
they w’e^ met bj" St Cyr, who eoto* 
manded jhe forces stationed to ohserva , 
Venice, and completely defeated at 
Castel Franco. Dispirited by this dis- 
aster, and seeing no remaining means 
of escape, this gallant hand, still five 
thousand stiong, was obliged to ky 
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down ttsmts. Jitlke aOmeiimeiSie 
oa eoa>^ 

4iiiM df thft allbwi^d to 

rnttB^^abk to tie J^roditaty Stgte% 
TifMLmim reitaaRy ii^jfed to. ^ Thus, in 
^bum throe weetba, aot only 
iwe®6 tile ItnperialiistB entirely driven 
itom the Tyrol, long oonsidered ee the 
impregnable bulwa^ of the Anstrm 
m<»narehy, garrisoned by twenty-nv© 
fhbabsnnd regnlar troops, and at least 
an equal amotmt of vrell-trained militia, 
b<it mc’^^than half of the soldiers were 
made prisoners, and all the strongholds 

Fihd^g tho reduction complete, Key, 
befble the end November, marched 
with his whole lorees to Sulzbourg to 
eo*operate with Masseua, who was ap- 
proaching the same quarter, against 
the Arcltdahe, Charles; while Augereau 
withdrew to trim, to observe the mo- 
tions of Prussia, and the occupation of 
the Tyrol was sommitted to the Ba- 
varian troops. 

98. It was not inability to defend its 
passes which led‘ to this rapid abandon- 
ment of that important province. Not- 
withstanding th^disasWs at Hcharaitz 
and FeldkSch,f th© Archduke John 
could still have maintained his ground 
among its rugged defiles, aided by the 
numerous warlike Inhabitants, whose 
attachment to the House of Austria 
had long been conspicuous. It was 
the pressing danger of the heart of the 
empire, and the paramount necessity 
of providiug a covering force for the 
capital, which rendered it absolutely 
imperative to withdraw the ^regular 
forces. Napoleon’s progress down the 
valley of the Danube became every day 
more alarming. The formidable ba.^- 
rier of the Inn was abandoned almost 
aa soon as it was taken up : foidy-fiv© 
thousand men could not pi-etend to 
defend so long a line against a hun- 
dre^^A^d fifty thousand. The inteench- 
meattt naf Miihldorf,^the ramparts of 
armed as they wr^re with 
artifaeiy, were precipitately evacuated, 
and the Inn was crosaied by the Fi-ench 
battalions at all points. The advan- 
tages of the Utter fortress appeared so 
considerable, that the French Emperor 
gave immediate orders for its oonver- 


ri-on ‘inito the tht isriiji, 

HesnithiU id^ . the he^ 

cavalry and the advanced 
tintied to press the retiring 
riie enemy: a- Skirmish in Ifipbnt of 
Hersbach, a more stubborn resistance 
near liambaoh, at thS passage of the 
Traun, while they evinced obatihate 

vfilour of the enemy withHwhom they 
had now to contend, hardly retailed 
th^ march of the invaders an hour : 
the determined opposition of the Aus- 
triADB near the foot of the mountmns, 
at the bridge of Stayer over the Ehns, 
only delayed Marshal Bovoust with 
the right wing(Of the army a day ; and 
at len^h the French headquarters Wd'e 
established on the shores of the blue, 
waters of the Traun at Lmt! 5 ,the oax>i* 
tal of ITppw Austria. 

The Emperor profited by the 
two days* delay at Lintz, which the 
destruction of the bridge at tbatpUoe, 
and the necessity of giving som^i re- 
pose to the trooiw, occasioned, to give 
a new organisation to his army, with 
a view to the surrounding and destroy- 
ing of Kutusotfs corpa Four divi- 
sions of the army, nmountiug in all to 
twenty thousand men, were passed 
over to the left bank of the Danube, 
and ])laced under the command of 
Marshal Mortier, who received instruc- 
tions to advance cautiously, with nu- 
merous videttes out in every direction, 
and always somewhat behind the corps 
of Lfiunes, which moved in aduonce of 
him on the right of the river. A fio* 
iilli wai^ prepared to follow the army 
with provisions and stores down tjiie 
sinuous course of the Danube; and 
tithli dii'pctiona were given to the nu- 
merous corps on its rig^ bank, as 
Were best calculated to insure the se- 
paration of the Busaions from the 
Archduke Charles, and the ultimate 
destruction of both. Nor was it only 
in warlike preparations that Em- 
peror was engaged during hifii’'%ijourn, 
at Lintz, Ditroc joined him there 
from Berlin, with accounts of the ac- 
cession oY Prussia to the confeder^y 
of Biissia and England ; upon whmh 
he instantly directed the formation of 
an army of the north, under the com- 
mand of his broker Louis, obmpoeed 
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of wc flirty it««rir^? |lrMl^ nW^ 

m^(n^04/ w|ueh, iHHiotigli escletisg giiaid t(K>k 

^ likely to ov^vm time for tii«» imw and 
the Waecxite ^ th« north to complete thewnoemi withoiit con- 

, of tex&any* At the same time a fmion t|e oaria^ defile of tlM 

Spanifth auxiliary corps, twelve thott* Danube* ^ bloody confib^ dneued 
sand strong, pjfmer a leader deetined there betW^ that hmic reea^gmn^d 
to renown in future i^imes, the Miw- and the French advanced column, oii- 
quieLA B#aka, which was alread|r d^ Ou(hnoh and the cayahy of Murat; 
on its march through France, was or- in* which, although the ilUee, ww 
dered to haaten its ^vance, and follow ultimately forced to retreat belWa iltn 
toward the same direction.* increaaing multitude of the emmf* 

95. At Dinta the Emperor received they long stood theii' ground witli the 
also the Elector of Bavaria, who has- utmost resolution, and gained tilbefijr 
teued to that city to render him the the army in their rear to arrive at im 
homage due to the deliverer of his do- important rocky ridge* behind St f d* 
minions ; end on the same day Count ten, the last ddeujdblefositioain^&httt 
Giulay arrived with proi>osal8 for an of Vienna, and whidbwvered the juBC^ 
amiiBtice with a view to a general tion of the lateral road ru««^ fi?om 
peace. The ruined condition of the Italy through Leobcn With great 
army which had escaped from the^dis- route down the valley of the, Dmifttbe 
astor of Uhn, the general oonstema- to the capital, io wrest thi^ imper- 
tion which prevailed, the distance at tant ftosition from the enemyi the right 
which the principal Russian forces still wing of the army, isixty thou^d, 
were placed, and the imraiuent danger strong, under Davoust, Moment, and 
that the capital, with its magnificent Bermidotte, was directed through tibe 
arsenals, would immediately fall into mountains on the righf, to turn their 
the hands of tl\e invaders, had prevail- left fiank ; Aiurat, Lannos, and Ondi- 
<jd in the Austrian cabinet over their not, with the Frenc|^ left, of above 
loTig-coutiuued jealousy of France, fifty thousand combatants; manoeuvre 
Napoleon revived the envoy courte- on their right ; while the Etdparor in 
c>usly ; but, after observing that it w’as person, at the head of the corps of 
not to a conqueror at the head of two fcJoult and the Im|}erial Guard, vma 
hundred thousand men that proiK.>fiaJp destined to strike the decisive blow# 
should be addressed from a Wten in the centx-e. ,But the Allies, until 

nny unable to defend a single pgsi- the arrival either of the Russian mmn 
tion, sent him back with a letter to b<Kly, or of the Ai'chduke Cbariics, 
the Empei*or containing tlie conditions wei*e in no condition to withstand such 
on which he was willing to trea#^. formnlable forces ; either of the ene- 
Thfse were, that tlm Russians should my’e wings greatly outnumbei-ed their 
forthwith evacuate i^e Aiistrian tern- whole aj^ny. Kutuaofli therefore, de- 
toiy, juid retire into Poland, that tkii*'' cide<i with reason that it htid become 
levies m Hungary should be instantly indispensable to abandon the capitid ; 
difilwmded. and fcn*^- Tyrol and Venice and that, by withdrawing his forces to 
ceiled to the French dominions. If | the left bank of the river, he woukl 
these terms wetv not agi'eed to, he de- 
clared he would continue, without an 
hour* a ihbermission, his march towards 
VienaaJ|i^ , 

96, Tniwe rigorona terms were suffi- 
cient to convince the Allies that they 
had no cliAjioe of salvation btitin«a 

of the conjjjcist, 
itreaties, there- 
to the Russian 
the advimce of | xiii. soa,*30it. 


vigortwas prosecution 
The most prying on 
fore, were despatcSied 
headquarters to hasten 


* A remarkable instai^ee of courage oc- 
curred hero ou the part of a French ctinhon- 
eer. The Euasian cuirasaiers, by a galJfiUit 
charge along the high-road, hud seized a bat- 
tery of hopae-ortillery Whlcdi w»« hriuggraPO 
at them witain half inusket-ehot, and sabriKi 
most of the jennets. Ouo of them, however; 
though wtmnded, contrived to crawl to his 
piece, and putting the match to the Umtsh- 
nolo, discharged it right among the enem/s 
horsemen, with such decittive effect that the 
whole aauam’Cn turned and ftod,— dionaa, 
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botli relieve &o|fi » puretiit wMcb 

cOttU not fail iia the end to be atten^^ 
edwith disaet^^ «n|| draw nearer to 
€he reinlorcemeliitB l^Tanoin^ under 
Buahoivden, wlUoh npght ;^bie them 
ta renew the conflict on %oting of 

97* Skilfally conccAliJD^, therefore, 
his-«mtejntion from the enemy, be m- 
pidly moved his whole army across In© 
Iptemube at Mautern, over the only 
bridge wh,ich traverses that river be- 
twe^ lintz and Vienna, and having 
bnrhed its eight-and-twenty arches of 
wood behind him, succeeded for some 
d«,y^ at least in throwing an impassable 
ba^er between his wearied troops and 
th«r indefatigifble pursuers. Arrived 
at St Rolten, the French found it oc- 
cupied only by light Austrian troops, 
who retiivid as they advanced. No 
force capable of aiTeatiiig them any 
longer remained on the road to Vienna; 
and their light iufontiy, eagerly push- 
ing forward, on the following day 
reached Burkersdorf^ within four 
leagues of the* capital* About the 
same time Davoust, while toiling with 
infinite difficulty among the rocky and 
wooded which form the 

romantic ‘iouthem valley of the Da- 
nube, came unexpectedly on the reai’- 
guoi'd of Mcerfeit, v/hich, unsuspicious 
of evil, was pursuing its course in a 
southerly dii'ection, by a cross road, to 
avf^M the pursuit of Marmont. Sud- 
denly assailed, it was pierced through 

* When trav<"ilm^r on the road to Vienna, 
in the nnilorm of a colonel of chasseurs, 
whiph he commonly wore, XapoU^on mot a 
carnage containing a jiricat and an Austrian 
lady m great distress lie stoppod and In- 
quired tuto the cause of her lainuntati.ms. 

Sir, " said she, “lam on my way to demaj^d 
protection from the Emi^ror, who is well 
acquainted with ray family, and has received 
fhnp it many obligations. My honae has 
l>een pillaged, and my gardener killed, by 
his sqldlers.*'—*' Tour nara': T’ replied ho -- 
“ 0© Bunny, daughter of M. de Marb<jeuff, 
furmerly governor of Corsica.*' — “I am 
diarfhca,'* rejoined Jrtiiioleon, 'Itohave the 
means of serving you. I am tlfj Emperor." 
The fiMtouiahmoat of the fair sirbphant may 
easily be conceived, dhe was sent to bead- 
quarters. attended by a detaohment of ch.as- 
seurs of the Guard, tinted witli the greatest 
distinction, and sent back highly gratified 
by the reception she had met with.— B app, 
fi4. D6, 
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thi!owil Mo such con- 
fuBibib that tbe ^gltfvca esoaped |m}y 
by dkpemug xa tba 
woodff hmd motmtaiiia, laatlog 
theusatid prisoners and aixt^ 
of cannon in the hands of the en;Sf^* 
Napoleon himself took u|) his head- 
quarters, at the magnificent abbey 
i^blk, the romantic doniiie of whmh, 
overhanging the river, fmnhhbaMhmg 
a feature in the landscape^ ami 
he found gL^eat supplies of prOvl^ns 
and resources for the wounded. ’ 

98. But while these great advan- 
tages were attending the standards of 
Napoleon on the right bank of the Da- 
nube, an unwonted disaster, nearly at- 
tended with fatal consequences, befell 
his forces on the left. Murat, at the 
head of the advanced guard of the grand 
army, had pressed on with his wonted 
ardour to the neighbourhood of Vi- 
enna, in so precipitate a manner as 
drew forth a seve)*e reproof from the 
French Emperor ; wh»> was well awai'c 
that, divided as his troops were by so 
gmit a stream, the most imminent 
danger attended those on the lefibauk 
from any unguarded movement, now 
that the Russians had wholly passed 
over to that side. The catastropha 
which he apprtdiended w*as iK>t long of 
arriving. Morbier, following the or- 
(^ers which he had reoexvMi, wliich 
W'er© U) keep nearlv abreaat of, though 
a little behind, tli© columns on the 
right bank, was intent only upon in- 
flicting loss upon the Russian troops, 
wjiich Uc knew had passed iiie river, 
and 'wonceived to be flying across his , 
line of march from the Danube to- 
•i^^ards Moravia. As he was eagerly 
emerging from the defiles of Durren- 
stein, between tlic Danube and the 
rocky hills which there approach the 
liver, beneath the towers of the castle 
wheiTf Richard Ca‘iir-de-Lion was once 
immured, he came uj^on the Euasian 
rear-g^iard under Milaradoviti||i,po8t©d 
in front of Stein, on heights command- 
ing the only road by which he could 
advance, and supported by a powerful 
artillery. The French general instant- 
ly commenced the attack at bteak of 
day, though' little more than the divi- 
sion of Gazan had emerged from the 
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foRPid^Me 4^ K hi* 

coi»b«i feoon beiwe 0*irettEi^y ; 

a^yed <m 8id<ii t the 
g^iggs^iuu^ mm to man mth 

nnmthttted rdflolution^ and it was st^ll 
doubtful which party would preyaClin 
the murderous'slarife, when towards 
noon intelli|[mce arrived that the di- 
vifliou of Bhctoroff was approachinf. 
T]^S force, ably conducted by the 
AustHan general, Smith, who was per- 
fectly acquainted with thb country, 
hiid, by a circuitous march throug^h 
the hills, reached Mortier’s rear, and 
tilroady c»caii#ed DtltTeusteiii aud the 
fiole line of hra coramunicataons. Thus, 
while the French marshal was fully 
engaged in front, his retreat was cut 
off," and with a single division of his 
corps he found himself en^doped by 
the whole Russian army. * 

99. Mortier instantly perceived that 
nothing but an immediate attack on 
DoctorofTs division, so as to clear the 
r<»ad in his rear, aud permit the re- 
mainder of his corps to advance to 
his assifstatlkOe, could save him from de- 
htruction. He had an hour before 
g( ne back hi peinjon to the division of 
Dupont, which was the next that was ‘ 
Coming up, in order to hasten itsmarch; ; 
and it was' with gmat difticulty that, 
pursuing a devious path through the 
overhanging slopes, he succeeded in re- 
gaining ^0 division of Gazan, now hard 
pressed both in front and rear, 
ing his troops in close column, he ad- 
vanced {gainst Di^ctoroff, with the de- 
termination to force his way through 
at the point of the bayonet, or perish 
in the atU^mpt. In silence, but wdth 
mdannted resoUition, they advanc<si^ 
to the motith of th ? terrible defile they 
had passed in the morning, little anti- 
cipating such a disaster; but they 
found the bottom of the ravine filled 
with dense masses of the enemy, while 
the rive*; on one side, and the walls of 
rock on the other, precluded all hope 
of turning them on either side. Com- 
pelled to combat both in front and 
rear, they made but little pfogresk, 
InccBSiint riischaiKeS mowed down their 
ranko, ' and dei^ruotion seemed inevi- 
ti^ble, when the Bound of a distant can- 
V0L. VT. 


Uonadd l^om in fiorihnr extr^ty ol 

the piftSB revivedjlhe ihki succour 
was approachlnS liteiyM to l^e the 
diviflfion wfechv 

wne advft^^^wM^ima^abl^i^ 
to his siioi^ur, and was already 
g^ed with th6 rear of poctordiBP's 
di|ision, which gallantly fao^ about 
to repel them. 'I 

100. This extraordinary confict 
tinued till nightfall viitth in^ai^aBiEM 
resolution on both aides, 
batauts, in the dark or by the light of 
the moon, continued the strife ; l^e 
whole defile resounded with the.^iuMjf'^ 
sant roar of fire-anujy while 
oient Gk)thic towers wHch held In 
chains the hero of the etttSad^, were 
illuminated by the frequent disoharges 
of artillery which flashed iHitrough'the 
gloom at their feet Gx^ually, how- 
ever, Gazan's division was broken ; up- 
wards of tw'o-thirdfi their numb^ 
had fallen ; three eagles were takoU ; 
and Mortier himself, '^hose lofty sta- 
ture made him conspicuous, being m- 
penudly intonningled with the|iussiau 
grenadiers, owed his safety tc^ the vigour 
and dexterity with wWch he wielded 
his sabre! His offioem, destrdds of pre- 
venting 80 brilliant a prize from fall- 
ing into the hand.^of the enemy, be^ 
sought him to get on board a bark on 
the river, and make his way io the 
otliei’ side, but the brtive marshal ;fe- 
fused to leave his commies/ Thia h^- 
I roic constancy at length received its 
reward. The distant fire was heard 
be sensi^y approaching; it wa»,|)u‘ 
pont, who, forcing his way with 
less courage thi*ough the defile, SihMi 
gradually coinjielling BoctorofF to give 
gk'ouud before him, while the latter* 
now in his turn found himself between 
tw’o fires. The bmve Smith, at the 
head of the Russian column, was killed 
by a discharge of graije-shot^ at the mo- 

* ‘*Nn/* ^id ho, "fewjTvo that rfcsooico 
for the wommed One who has the honour 
to coBfinmiiU such brave suldiens should 
esteem himsejf too hapi)y to slwre their let 
and perish with them. We have sfHl two 
guu« find some Imixcs of j?r*ipeeh<>t ; we ore 
almost at Rhrrenstein ; let ns eloao tmr ranka 
aud make a last ©llort.’‘— DuMAa xiv, 14. 

H 
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» tiiS Jbul exhausted 
ttmsed bv 
of leliVutrara, whica 

Mi^ aow distinctly beards ib ^ a last 
with the bayonet. Assail^ both 
Ik |h»ht and teax, Boctoroff ^S division 
, ^Mraa driven up a lateral valley, wb^d^ 
hfibrded them the means of escape; 

Slid, amidst the cries of France I 
France I you hare saved us !*' the ex- 
bsusted gtenadiers of Qazau threw 
themselves into the arms of their com- 
rade 

201/ This untoward affair gave sin- 
gular vexation «to Napoleon. It was 
n6t the mere loss of three thousand 
men, which in so mighty a host was 
Oif little consequence ; that of the Allies 
had amounted to two-thirds of that 
uumbex*; and his could easily be re- 
imired. It was the blot on his anus, 
the derangemedt of the plans of the 
campaign, which was the source of Uis 
annoyance. Mortier on the day after 
the bnttle esteemed himself fortunate 
in being able,, by the aid of the French 
flotillfton the BAaube, to make his vray 
across the rivef with his whole eoips, 
leaving the left bank entirely iu tiie 
hands of the enemy. The object of hie 
movements was frustrated. All hopes 
Of surrounding and destrojdng Kutus- 
off before the arrival of the second 
Eussian army were at nn end. What 
was still more mortifying to his miii- 
taiy feeling^j, both the courage and 
capacity of the enemy had been de- 
monstmted. lEs troops had«not only 

been defeated, but out-gen eraled ; and ... 

the Muscovites, iu their first serious grunted ; but thedfrench Kraperor 


engagement during the campaign, had 
,gain^ greater trophies than the Au.v 
triauA oould boast of since the battle 


^oaxp. XL, 

(3l Mage^o* So 
day at St Polten, and wvote a < 
digmmt letter* to tef,^ 

coneiderafee advonce da TSoJiwwai, ^ 
right bank, ahead of Mipri^, |l« aa- 
enbed the whole misfortuups whl^ 
had been ineun'od. Abandoning, for 
the in^ent^ all thoughte of haraA^ 
s£y further the retreat of he 

turned all hie attention to the capture 
of Vienna j|md the acquisition , of the 
bridge there, which, bteides ite other 
immense advantages, would prevent 
the junction of the Archdnke Charles 
with the liussian forces. 

102. Orders, therefore, were imtme- 
diately given to Lanncs and, Murat to 
advance with all possible expedition 
on Vienna^ and by every means in their 
power endeavour to gain possession of 
the^^H’idges over the Danube, whether 
an armistice was agreed on or nott 
Meanwhile the Em|)eror Francis re- 
tired from the capibil, after confiding 
the charge of it at this eventful crisis 
to Count Wurbna, the grand-chamber- 
liin, who executed with fidelity the 
difficult duty committed to his charge. 
The citizens ’wei’e overwhelmed , with 
consternation when they found them- 
selves deserted by the government, 
and assembled iu tumultuous crowtk 
to demand arms to defend their hearths 
and ramparts. But it Was too late. 
The means of re^ustence no longer re- 
mained ; and Vienna, which never yet 
had yielded to an enemy, was compell^ 
to send adeputation to Napoleon's head- 
quarters to treat for a capitulation. 
An active negotiation was kept up as to 
ihe terms on which an aimMce could 


would abate nothing of his rigorous 
demands, that tlie Hungamn insur- 
rection should instantly be disbanded, 


* ** Coosm, I cannot approve of the mode 
in Which you advance, f ou proceed like a 
Tnadmaa. and do not consider ri^rUtly the 
orders I send you. lHiie Bussjaun, lustoad of 
covering Viexma, hare rocroaswithe Danube 
at Krexua Thi»o«tn*ordinary oiijpht to 
have mode you eenaibte of the^ propriety of 
not acting without new instructions. You 
have only been looking to the little triumph 
of an entry into Vienna. There can be no 
^lory where there is no danger. There is none 
iu eutoritig adefentetess capltet Molk, 11th 

Nov. 1805/'— 1^1X88, Cont, «t VJSmp, Vi, 25S. 


t ** As soon as ten o'clock On the 12th has 
arrived, you taaay enter Vienna. Xtodoavetir 
to smpriso the bridge of the Danube, and d’ 
it is broken dovm, make It yoiir sttin^ to 
find the readiest moans bf passiug the 
river ; tlmt is the groat aiSkir. > Bhomd M 
Qjuiay, Mora ton o'clock, present himself 
with proposals for a nogotia^n^ you may 
susaend yomr march on Viennat not- 
withstanding use all your efforts te Hfeta^re 
the passs^ of the river.*^ — See 0rkr» to 
Mura$, 12th Nevembor 1805^ in BvUmm, xiv. 
20 . 
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and tlt« Tyrol, with l^a diiciiy,4»f Vi-] th^ .ciiidtall^jgd jx>»»and»o„ noble 

TiOW the abound 

tkShy in Whid^ ejttnde. The Em- 
^ ;4ih ^ ttOni^ % the A1 ]m of Styvia, percnr*« |>4^ inlVIton i# mt worthy 
on the eai^ by tihe Oarpaihian mcnin* of the fOB^ei^ee w bo ^egi a monarch; 
taw range of the bnt the neinbothring one ofSoh^nbrun, 

Bisamberg ex4 t^e hiilB of Bohemia and and that ^ & Aromduke Chadei^ are 
Upper AuBtrio, Vienna, the subject of splendid etruetui'es, and the Imj^del 
tms amouf negotiation, yields to £i> li^'ary presents room three htii^rod 
capitad of Europe, Oonstantiaople and feet in length, of sucpasaing grandeur, 
^^aples except^ in the beauty and In a military point of view, the cap- 
salubrity of its situation. ^ Anciently ture of this city was an ob|^ of the 
tliLO frontier*station of the Homan em- very highest importan(^ cCton^ding 
pire upon the Sartoatian wilds, its situ- as it did the only rexmdning nridge 
ation on thj^oiiLtskirta of cirilisation has below Lintz over the Danube, and con- 
ill oveiy age radered it a military post taining the great arsenal of the 
I if the highest importance. The Hun- triau monarchy, stored with 
ganaus alone had forced its gates in sand cannon, and above a hundred 
the thirteenth century; but the inha- thousand stand of arms, 
bitants hardly regarded as % conquest 104. The Emperor Francis had with' 
the success achieved by those who drawn from Vienna to Presbmg, whm*e 
were now their own subjects. It«*he- he urged on the organising of the Hun- 
ruic resistance to a vast army of Turks gariau insurrection, and thence he re- 
in 1688, gave time for Sobieski to ap- paired to the fortifiedr tovm of Brunn 
pi*oaeh with the flower of the Polish in Moravia, in order to concert mea- 
chivalry ; and the subsequent defeat of sui’es with Alexander, who was hourly 
three huudiHsd thoxisaud Mussulmans expected there from IJerlin, for the 
beneath its walla delivered Eoatena, as fui-lher prosecution of the war,, jM^^n- 
t: io victory of Toum had saved Western while the French force^n great «|^^gth 
Europe, fipom a barbarian ^ oke. The a|>proaclied the capitahj and Kaj^eon 
« <ld city was surrounded by a wall, renewed his orders to Lannee and ldu* 
tlanked by streng bastions ; but it con- rat, to endeavour, by all possible means, 
tains only a hundred thousand souls, to gain piosaession of the bridge, which 
liiircUy a third of the present inhabi- led across the river to the northern 
tants of tlie capital. The remainder provinces of the empire. The inter- 
dwells in the immense suburbs, w^hjeh change of couriers, which wae freq^ueat 
surround it on every side, separated between tlie outposts of the twn ar- 
from the ancient rampart only by a mies, on account of the initiation 
broad glacis, conducive alike to the which was going forward, gave an ene- 
houith and beauty of the metropolis, my, little scrupulous as to tlie means 
They are girdml around by intrench- he emplSyed, too fair an opportunity 
ments, but such as are not defensil^ for accompli.shing this object. Meer- 
ngainat a more bkilful enemy than the felt, in retiring from Vienna, had in- 
Turks, from whoso incursions they trusted the important post of tiie bridge 
were intended to protect tlie inhabi- over the Danube to Count Auereberg, 
tants. Vienna cannot vie with Paris, who, with a strong retu’-guaiii, was sta- 
Rome, or London, in the splendour or tinned at that, the eole avenue to the 
riches its orohitectund decorations, noithern part of tlie Imperial domi- 
though it hinot without objects of deep nions. Atdaybreakonthel3tUNo- 
historiohiteresi The church of St Ste- vember, CJpnex'al Sebastiani entered 
phens, surmounted by one of the highest Vienna at« the head of a brigade of 
steeples iu Europe, from the Sutnmit ef dragoons, closely followed by Muiut 
whiQh4mPol]8hiauce8wereflrstdi8)j|ov> and Lannee, with a powerful body of 
ered .gjeaming in the setting sun on grenadiei-s. Without halting on instant, 
the ridges of the Bisamberg, surmounts they passed through the town, crossed 
in lone maguiflceuoe every other edifice the suburb of Leopold on its opposite 



116 


piSMiBY OF BOBOPBI I [ohaf. xl. 

side, and to the great Bridgo, oovmog hj iti mass a train of 

^IPlSbor, the liaad eappei's and who Mo^pedtor 

hank, was »W mediately behind, and W»#!W^e 
hMd%«^ iidTant^loftrd i^thc AiiB^ oombuetiblee placed ^ong 
trwms. Evetylfiiinf i^e ready for the into the rirer. The artdlei7mbd|iWBie 
dettttnction of the arches ; the matches opposite side, seeing their own nSinsra 
were set, the combustibles laid, the intermingled with thor Frennh, fc^ into 
^min i*eady ; a poweifnl battery was the snare, and forboi*e to fire; the *ari- 
atationed at the opposite extremi^ : moment passed ; the French gre* 

Auersberg had but to give the ’wad, nadiers crossed the bridge, and, sud- 
‘ and in a mw minutes the bridge would deuly assailing the battery on the other 
h& wrapt in dames, and all communi- side, seised the guns b^ore the Pli- 
cation with the left bank cut off. noneers could recover from tb^ir con- 
106. The better to conceal their de- stemntion. Instantly the grenadiers of 
signs, Launes and Murat advanced on Oiidinot and Siichet succeeded them ; 
at the head of their troops, livery- and the French found themselves mas- 
bore a friendly appearance : the ters of both banks of the Panube, by 
«4diei‘s in column had their arms slung a stratagem conducted with a skill and 
over their shoulders; they were snr- intrepidity which would have been w'or- 
rounded by a host of stragglers as in thy of the highest admiration, were it 
time of profound peace; so frequent not tarnished by a bi’each of faith, 
had been tbc intei’change of couriers whfch neither ability nor success can 
between the respective headquarters, palliate or excuse. . 
that, for three days then) had been a 106. This surprise of the brklge of 
kind of armistice between the two ar- Vienna, vhich he would have con* 
mies. The unsuspecting simplicity of demned as a disgraceful breach of faitli 
the Oermans whs deceived by these ap* if achieved by his enemies, gave the 
peaiWnoes, Murat advanced with Lannes highest satisfaction to Napoleon, and 
with vhia handSjbehind his back, as if it was in truth one of the must impor- 
fitroUlpg out ffr a moniing saunter ; tant events of the campaign. He Wiis 
they Piled out to the Imperial officers now enabled, from the central position 
not to fire, os the amiistice was con* of the capital, with his army d "cheval 
eluded ; and the Austrians, trusting to on the river, to direct an f>verwheli»ing 
their good faith, joined them, and be- force against either the IlusHians or th<‘ 
gan to converse about the approaching ! Archduke Charles, as he pleased : the 
peace. As the conversation gix*wwaT-m- junction of these two powerful oon- 
er, the French generalr., fullow-ed hy the verging armies, or even their engaging 
grcjnftdieys, insensibly advanced upon together in common oj^emtions, was 
the bridge; for some time the A uKtrian tjienceforth impossible. He liad now 
officer did not take the alarm, hut at reahaed what, ho often said to his lieu- 
length, seeing that it was nfore than tenants, contained in a few words the 
half passed, and that the French troops ^;eat secret of war— “ The art of ttmd‘ 
were quickening their pace, he pa- wg to life, and cone(nfratin.} to combat," 
tienoc, and ordered the artillery to fire. Impatient to profit by aucb extraordi- 
Thfi moment wois tenible; the fpjiiacrt: nary good foiiune, theEmjicror, at day- 
stood to their pieces, the matches were break the following morning, eatab- 
raised; in an instant the bridge would lisbed his headquarters at Schonbrun, 
have bpn swept with grape-shot, when from wdiich the young ArdiduOhess, 
Larmes walked straight up to him, say- Mari<. Louise, his future empriisa^'f had 
ing with a loud roiCe , — What are you just befoi*© fled. The important. JMfects 
about ? do you not see V’ (At this in- of the capture of the bridge soon ap- 
Btant the grenadiers rushed forw^ard; ppared*. The Archduke Charles, whtw© 
the Austrian officer* was seized, and con- columns were rapidly approacluJ|^ the 
tinued assurances held out that the capftal, w'as obliged to incline io the 
armistice was fli^ed; while the column right, with a view, by a long circuit 
advanced with i^^papid step along the towards Hungary, to endeavour to re- 



imA Eimom nr 


gaisi, Uia oob^uuioalilo^ with the al- 
lied / :On tJjke imtih the river, 
<>f all jwirta rapidly arrived at 
yj;f^$.iihe hoapltal traiu was eBiah* 
]m{ied^iei:« ; iheimmeoae aterea found 
ia araeiml gabled the Freuch to 
co\mtetrmand all their M^arlike appara- 
itiB which had been ordered up froy 
Metz and Straesburg; while one half of 
I he array, passed over to the north 
bank, threw back KutasoCl^ advanced 
{josts towards Moravia, and the other 
half, spread out from Kufstein in the 
Tyrol towards the frontiers of Huu^ 
gary, interiidsed between the Danube 
and the hitherto unconquered batta» 
liouM of the Archduke Ch(».rlea f 
107, On the oUier hand, the surprise 
of this important brhlge qpntributed 
liot a little to aggravate the danger and 
embarrass the situation of Kutueoff. 
All tho advantages which he ha^l de- 
rived from his masterly movement in 
the valley of the Danube were now lost. 
The river no longer protected his rear 
from disaster ; and alone, in presence 
of a force fc»pr times greater than his 
own, he had to continue a painful re- 
treat to the second Russian army. He 
m-^brntly fell back, and IJrumi was as- 
signed as the point of junction with 
tho Austrian forces w’ho had evacuated 
tho ciipitflL ^fapoleon, without a mo- 
ment’s delay, continued the pursuit by 
diderent columns, with a view to pre- 
vent the union. So strongly were i!be 
Austrians impressed with the idea that 
an armistice hml been concluded, that 
(general Nosfcitz, on the 15th Novemb<^, 
when reachetl by the French dragoons, 
allowed thorn to pass without opposi- 
tion through his squadrons, which gaf?^ 
them the means of falling unexpectedly 
on the heavy convoy wliich was strug- 
gling through the desperate roads in 
iiis rear. The rear guard of the Rus- 
bians woB soon overtaken, and one hun- 
dred leaded waggons fell almost with- 
out a ^Oombat into the hands of the 
enemy. Leaving this easy prey to be 
Kccured by the corps which h 41 owe<^, 
Mura^ ipnslied forward, at Uie head of 
the cavalry, and a corps of» in- 

fantry about fifty thousand strong, to 
endeavour to reach Zuaym before the 
enemy, which, if done, w^ould havf pre- 


yente^ ^ tbebinasM and 

Adrian fqroM ^ mtjm time 

Milhaud, wttb igbrigeda chasseurs, 
pursued tbe An^M^n Hie cbauBsi$e 
of MoraviOi came up with then* rear* 
guard, and at Woiemlorf captured a 
hundred and ninety pieces oiihnan« 
with tbeir oajissaiie, which had been 
dilkwn fiom the arsenal of Yienna, 
Meanwhile Mortier and Bemadotte, 
who had both crossed the Danube, and 
were following fast on the traces '^ the 
Russian general, thundered wHIloiit 
intermission in his rear. His destirT^ 
tion seemed inevitable. ' 

1 08. Buiuing with anxiety to 
pate the enemy in his (drival at 
and encourageMi by the suoocss of 
stratagem with Auei’sberg, Murat re- 
solved to try a similai' device with Ku* 
tusofT, and for this purpose despatched 
a flag of truce, announcing the condu- 
sion of an armistice, j^in the hope c/ 
thereby stopping the march of the Riia- 
siau columns. But hejifui now a very 
different antagonist to dbal withy in such 
an fdtempt, from the honest unsuap^ct- 
iug Austrians, Sprung frmai lu^cr 
race, and endowed very dl^krent 
mental qualities, the llussiails are as 
well skilled as tho Germans are defi- 
cient in the arte of^issimulation ; and 
they have repeatedly shown themselves 
superior in address to all the diploma- 
tists of Euj'ope. Kutusoff, whose acute- 
ness was of the highest order, and who 
waa inferior to none of his countrymen 
in tho finesse of negotiation, instantly 
saw in this attempt the means of ex« 
tric;iting«the greater part of his army 
from its embarrassment. He received 
the French envoy in the most fi’ieudly 
manner, and pretended npt only to 
enter cordially into the negotiation, 
but. in his anxiety to ]>ut an immediate 
end to hostilities, sent the EmperoFs 
aide-de-camp, Winzingerode, to propose 
the terms, which were, that the Rus- 
sians should retire* into Poland, the 
French witjidraw from Moravia; while, 
in the mean time, both armies should 
remain in the situation which they at 
present occupied.* Murat fell into tho 

* *‘In agreeing to tld» propoaal for an or- 
miffticNi,” savs KntU8off,4n las official aoeount 
of tbo traaaaction, I had in view nothing 
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who wwia 

prodsS# Frea^ videHea 

but tehiainder of 

the defiled r^piwy io his r6ar» and 
galn^ the impor&nt post of Zuaym, 
whi^ opened up thdr oommunioatious 
wi^ the retiriug Auetrians and their 
own reseiwes, wiuckw^ approachitg. 
The, Bmperor Kapoleon was highly in- 
dicant when he heard that an aiTuis- 
tiet) been concluded, and despatch* 
^il^imiediate orders for an attack; but 
l^ore his answer could be received, 
iw^ty houre had been pained, Znaym 
Wds passed, and the nuun body of tbe 
Btuss&ans were in full mai'ch to join their , 
allies, leaving only Bagrathion and his 
division in presence of the enemy. His 
indigns-^on exhaled in a letter of extra- 
ordinary asperity to Murat, in which 
he did not scruple to say that his folly 
had made him lose the whole fruit of 
the campaign.*''* 

109. At noon on the 16th, despatches 
amved^from Napoleon disavowing the 
armistice, and directing an immediate 
attack OB the enemy. Kutusoff had 
directed Bsigratlt^on to keep his ground 
to the last extremity, in older to gain 
time for the retreat of the army. No- 
thing more was requisite to induce that 
heme general, witnhis brave followers, 
to sacrifice themselves to the last man 
on behalf of their country. He was 
soon assailed at once in front and both 

tint to gain tiaio, and tbereby obtain the 
means of removinig-to a greater dianiuce from 
tbe enemy, and saving my urmy. 'fho Adju- 
tant-general, Winziugerodt, sent me a dupli- 
cate of the proposed convoution for rny rati 
hcation ; without affixing my signafire, 1 
delayed my answer for twenty hours, waiting 
for that of the French JEmperor, aru itjuau- 
whlle caused the mam body of ti e army tt' 
eontiaue its retreat, whicli thereby gained 
two marches on ttie fnetny. In so doing 1 
was well awaretliat I was exposing the c«»rps 
of IMnoe Bagrathion tu almost certalu rum ; 
but X esteemed myseh' forttuiate in being able 
to save the sarmy hy niie destruction of tliat 
cotpa.^— Busua xtv, 46. / 

♦ *‘I cannot find words to *axprcss my 
disaatiafUctiott, Ton only command my ad- 
vance guard mid have no right to moke an 
armistice without my authority. Break the 
treaty mmediutely, and march upon the 
enemy. — March, destroy the Russian army. 
Napoleon to PBU«3h;|0tu|^*irov, 16, 1805.” 
— Thiejwj, vl 278. 


to whooe flid 

and weB^appdnM oorpn^, 
after the a^on eommenoed. 

1^ of 0ruhd Was the key df thf “j^e- 
Bian positiaii, and incr^ble : 
were made on both fiiaea Wgain‘*t>r ie* 
^n jmsficsaion of that ixfipoHant point, 
for long the Muscovite^ made good 
their ground; in vain column 
lumn advipoed bravely to the dtmek ; 
the resistance they experienced was as 
obstinate* as the attack Wns impious; 
and after several hours* murderous figjht- 
ing, this band of heroceii^emai^ed ^n* 
broken in the midst of theii* numerous 
enernifip. Towards nightfall, however, 
the immense and constantly inemsing 
masses of^ the enemy pi^vailed ; the 
thinned ranks could no lon^ be pro- 
serxed; the French grenadiers bwke 
into the village, and almost all the 
wounded Russians fell into their handa. 
Still the survivons maintained the de.s- 
perate stniggle; man to man, oom^jany 
to company, they fought in the houses, 
in the streets, in the gardens, witib un- 
conquerable resolution. *Tbe constant 
discharges of fire-arma and artillery 
spread a broad light in the midst of 
the gloom of a November night ; and 
midnight found them still engaged in 
mortal combat. In the strife thro<* 
thousand Russians fVU or were made 
piis^cmcra ; but Bagrathion effected his 
retreat with the remainder, hnrdlyfii^e 
thousand, unbroken, from amidst fori^' 
thousand enemies — a glorious achieve- 
rfient, which gave an earnest of the fa- 
t'.re celebrity of a hero whose Weer 
was closed with immortal renown on 
me field of Boi'odino. 

110. Nothing could now prevent the 
junction of the allied forces, and it 
took x>lace on the 19th at Wisoban, in 
Moravia, without fartlier mpkstation. 
This great event produced ^ iumne- 
diati; change in the meosiu*^ 
leon. It was no longer , a 
band of forty thousand mefi^^hich 
WM retiring before forces quisidruplc 
tnek own, but a vast army, wenty- 
fivei/fchousand strong, the 

presence of the Russian Eidpili*br in 
person, whieh was prej^orhd to resist 
his exports. The situatm of Napoleon 
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I rednoed lu« ; 
, h«rle8, with eighty 

thousand was rmdOly 

approaohing from the south : the £C]|iii- 
gairialn muireotioQ was organidug m 
the eiu|tr seTenty-hve thousand Kus- 
Biani and Austrians were , in his' front : 
while IVosaia, no longer* concealing 
her intention^ was ^eparing to de- 
scend from Silesia with eighty thou- 
sand men o%|]is communications with 
the Bhine. ^ 

in. The measures of Napoleon to 
ward off so many concurring dangers’ 
were oinceived with his wonted ability. 
Calculating that at least ted days must 
elapse before the Hussian onnieSi after 
the fatiguing marches which they*had 
undergone, could be ready for active 
operations, be resolved to make the 
moat of that precious interval to im- 
pose upon tlie different enemies by 
whcan he waa surrounded. Knowing 
well that the great secret of war is to 
expand foroest, when a variety of ene- 
mies are to bo restrained, and* a moral 
impi*esaion produced, and to concen- 
trate them when a decisive blow is to 
be struck, he resolved to take advan- 
tage of this breatiiing-tinie to dissem^ 
nate his troops in every direction. 
Heavy contributions were impqped 
upon the conquered territories of Aus- 
tna : Marmont was pushed forward on 
the road to Styria, to observe the Ar^jli- 
duke Charles : Pavoust received orders 
to advance upon Presbuig to overawe 
tie Hungoi'ians: Bernodotte, with 
cui*p6 and the Bavarians, w'ero moved 
towards Iglau aijd the frontier of Bo- 
hemia, to ob»ei*ve the motions of the 
Archduke Ferdinand, who, with ten 
thousand men, whom he had collected 
in ^hernia after ihe disaster of Ulm, 
and , levies of that province, was 
asshn^ibg a menacing attitude on the 
Uppw Danube; while Hoitier, with 
hU oQrpfi, whiA bad suffered do mi^ 
iif tiMp preeedltig eombats, formed the 
garrtjjon of yknna. The troops of 
Soult and Lannes, with the Imperial 
Guard and the cavalty under Murat, 



11% •mi&m 

maintaiuM disci- 

pline at Viepnsy snd^ the Inhabitants, 
somewhat rscoWrr^i^ theh* opnster- 
nation, were enahted to. gsSie iriMkmt 


al^rm on the ^ 
proved BO f 


d'eeds.had 
tteB;arth;^ 


country. Obnuneirce bar- 

riera were opened, provi^ns M 
from all quarters, and, exoept^nj^A^^ 
the French sentinels at th^ 
uniforms in the streetiE^' it could 
have been discovered that an ehifo 
T^as in possesrion pf tlm capital 
eral Clarke was app^ntsd governor 
of the city, and a provkionsl govbrii- 
ment organised throughout all 
conquered provinces, Whose first care 
was to preserve' disdpUne among the 
soldiers, and the, next to enforce the 
collection of the cnofmous contrlbst 
tions which the conqueror had imposM 
on the inhabitants. l%e greatest com- 
tesy waa evinced towkrds the acade- 
mies and scientific mstiltu^n|, . lUid 
Considerable payment^ wOi^^r^xhiUle 
from the military chet^^ for'^1^ Import 
of these useful establishments-^adnd* 
ruble measures, demonstrating the as- 
cendant of diacipMne and Kuropean 
courtesy over the aavage pssrions bf 
■war, and which would have Wu de- 
seiwing of unmialifi^od admiration, if 
they had not been accampsUied by 
withering exactions, levied under the 
authority of Napoleon lrimse!ff, ai|id;if 
the coercion of private phmdar* had 
not bce^ all turned to the account of 
the great Imperial robber. At the 
some time, in the bulletins which he 
published, the whole oalaxmties the 

* The contribution le-ried on Vienna and 
the conquered part of Upper and Lower 
Austria waa 100,000. 000 nance, or £4.000,000 
stcrUng, a sum equivaliiuit to £8,000.000 

m this country. Tae public stores, the legi- 
timate objects of conquest, at Vlenxia were 
imwenao ; iW pieoea of artillery, of which 
600 were r(&dy &r riege use ; 100,000 mus- 
kets; 000,000 quintals of powder; 000,000 
bolls; and 100,000 bomba. 16,000 muskets 
were sent as a present to the Bavariamajbe- 
sides the colotira taken from them In ,lt40, 
when their government xuadocoinmbn cause 
with FrBnce.-:pii03»Se«, hr. 413. 
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<as usui ^4 Ascribed J6vj^ Xuisst IM wbiob «ffot)4^ Jbim the 
aM* the jQafk|>tiiig .imibeBee advibi^ of a secure j^pet 

>hile»|witb A rtxdmm , Ibr hia storey eidk, Aad wotd^, in 
W 80 g^reni^mAiiv 8Jid espe- iiie tioiaiiy of the theatre of 
chlly iitthecosQ^^ i# the moment of A few days afber^ when OAfivoh Wn^- 
he inimlted his fallen ene* bach reoonnoitrizk^ the; gsround in 
mSoA m 1^8 official ptildioations^ and ne^bourhood with liis staffi he was 
Wen epare the Bmperor of mhoh struck with the importance, both 
in the point where chival^ps tn a field of battle and a strategetioal 
iWlin^s would bare been moat an Lions point, of the 'position of AnsTicBlu^:^. 
to have forbore— the character and About two miles to the north^eA8t3he 
i^Wnoe of tlie Empress herself. road towards Hungary by HoUtsch 

/ , Meanwhile the allied armies branches offi from the main road from 
klp^ected then’ junction in the neigh- Vienna by Briinn to Olmutz, and 
bA%hood of Wisohau; one himdred passes through that town, which reu- 
and'mur battalions, including twenty ders it a military position of the higb- 
Austrian, and one hundred and fifty- est value. “ Gentlemen/* said he to 
nine tequadronsf odT which fifty were of the generals and officers, ** obeeiwe well 
the same nation, presented a total of the ground here : within a feW days 
seventy-five thousand effective men. A it will be J our field of battleu’* The 
division of the Imperial Guard, under importance attached by both parties 
the Grand-dnke Constantine, brother to the possession of tliis position led 
of the Emperor of Russia, and a corps to a severe combat of cavalry between 
'under Benniugacn, which were hourly the advanced guard of the French^ in 
expected, would raise it to nearly presence of Kapoleun himself, and the 
ninety thousand. The forces which imr- guard of the enemy, ih .which 
the French Emperor had at his imrae- neither party could boast of decisive 
diate disposal to resist this great army succe.ss, although the increasing force 
were muchlesB considerable, and hardly of the French compelled the Allies at 
amounted at th^t moment to seventy nightfall to retire. Advices at the 
thousand combatants; but such was same time an'ived that the advanced 
the exhaustion of the Russian troops, guard of Massena had entered into 
after incessant rnanihiug and fighting communication with Marmont*s coxps, 
for two months, that it was resolved ^’hich formed the southern extremity 
to put them into cantonments fur ten of the Grand Army ; so that Napoleon 
days round Olmiitz, before resuming coi^ld now calculate for the decisive 
ac^ve operations. The troops were shock upon the unitf?d strength of th* 
anima^^d by the best spirit, and en- armies of Italy and Germany, 

devoted to their sove- J15 But notwithstanding all this, 
whose presence amongst them the French Emperor was fully aware 
tiAver fails to rouse to highest or the dangeis of his situation. If 
pitch the loyal feeling of the Russian licssena and the Italian anny had en- 
soldiers. But in equipment and skill tercel into communicatjon with his ex- 
in the art of war it had already be come treme right, the united forces of the 
^vi^ienithat they were decidedly in- Archduke Charles and John, nearly 
ferior to tlieir redoubtable adversaries, ninety strong, were rapidly approach- 
and that a^itbing but the indomitable ing to the assistance of the Allies ; and 
firmbe^ o^ horthem valour had hither- it had already become ev|d^t Hrat 
to enabled them to maintain their Mortier would bo unabls to Vi- 

gtound in the cotabats vj'hich had enna for any length of time from j^eir 
taken place between them. « arms. The danger of losmg his line 

114. The hostile chiefs gradually ofrcomiffunication in rejir was the moi'e 
drew near to each other. Napoleon aa- alarming ihat the forces in his front 
vanced his headquarters to Briinn, a were rapidly increasing ; and the ar* 
fortifi^ place, eontAl^ing considerable rival of the Qmtd-duke Constantine at 
magarilhes by the the enemies* headquarters had already 
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raised th&iz e|8oi«nt .fotoe ^ the J^peror pf ^BtUN^a 

thoiimuid men. a^Bendsil^d in k eti^ng iiw^iinded. mey 
position nnder cnnnon of. Olmiits. w emy had maaeted its suppUea at 
PruiJsia, he me well aware, wae arm- Olmiite, and owd no longer earfrf; 
ing fdt the ; and he mi|fht shortly that its spirit, %'om fatal inactive, 
expect to hav^ his oommutiicaiioiie on was daily declining; that Na|)dleon 
the iTpper Danhbe menaced by fdx^ eTidently felt hims^f OTemat^ed, 
tliouiband of the soldietn of the Qmt and, contrary to his usntd 'pmi^^ 
Frederick. Eve^hing depended upon hi||^ halted at Briinn ; but nothpg 
striking a decisive blow before these could be so absurd as to ahoW him to 
formidable enemies accumulated around remain there unassailed/in 
him ; and he was not without hopes session of the resources of thr&e-font^ 
that the inexperienoe or undue confi- of the monarchy. ' t’: 

deuce of his opponents would give him 116. The more to inspii;^ the 
the meuns of accomplishing this object, with the false confidence which n&ht ' 
and terminating the vrar by a stroke, lead to stich a result, NapoleohdpS* 
which would at once extficato him from patched Savary with a letter to tim 
all his difiicuHies. In this cx|>ectiitiun Emperor Alexander, « ofihr his c^n- 
Le was seconded to a wish by the pre- patulatious to that monarch ms 
sumptuous confidence of tlAs circle of havingjoined the allied army, and pi^* 
young officers, beaded by Weyrotjier, pose terms of acwmmodotion.* About 

* 

* “Bire,” said Napoleon. " I send my aide- the letter into his hand, ‘I am gtiitehil fer 
(lo-camp, General Bavary, to your M.yest.v, this step ou your mastei^s side ; it is With 
to oflbi you Illy complimtuits ou your arrival r^rot that 1 have takerr up arms agaio^ 
at the hettdqiuuters of your arm 3 ^ 1 have hitiv and ) seize with pleasure the hrst Op- 
cliarjjfed him to express the uHtoem which I portuuity of toatiiying that leelirig towards 
i utercaiii for \our Majesty, jtud the anxious him. He has Icaig heea the object of my 
(ir»iie which 1 tlol to cultivate your friond- udnjlration; I have no wish to be his etto- 
i^hip I mdulgo the bojMB tluat .y<*ur Majesty m^. any mure than that of I'Vauoo. Ho 
111 rocoivo luin whh that condesccusiou for should recollect that, la liic tima of the late 
wlitch you are S'» cmiueiitly di.«tinguish«d, Rmporor Paul, though theu only Grand- 
and that you Will rej^atd me as <me of the duke, when France wad*' overwhelmed by 
nan who are iiuuit deeiRuifi to be agreeable dtaosters, and met witli nothing but obloquy 
to you, I pray tJod to keep your iiiiifcrul irom the other cabinets, I contributed mneb, 
Mfyeaty in his iml y keeping *' Tbo Emperor by diroctiug the Ruaa^n calunct to take the 
Alcxiindor replied from plmlltz, ou the 27th, lead, to induce the other powora of Europe 
in thcBO terms " I have received, sire, with to rocognisc the new onier of things in your 
the gratitude of which it wtis doserving. tho country. If uuw i outerUiiu dlficrout septi- 
lottcr which General Bavai 7 bnJUght, aud menta, it is iKJcause^ France has adopted dif- 
Inusteu to I'eturu uiy best acbiiowlougnicnts, fenmt pnuciides, which have gnon Um Euro- 
I have 1.0 oilier dcsiro but to see the peace pcau yiowers just cause of disquiatudo for 
of Europe csublishcd on safe and honourable their iudcpcudciice. 1 have boeu cali;^ on 
ronditiuns 1 dosjrc, at tho jwimc by them to (loncur with tliom ju estabJifehlnK 

soi/o very occasi' ‘ii v »f Ixjiug personally agree- aw order of things which may tmnquiUiso'aa 
itblo to you: roenvo the ussurauco of it, us paiUos. iwul it is lo accomplish that purpose 
well as of my high rouBideration.” that I ha\o come hither. Y{m have been 

“When I arrived tc tho linssiau headqus# iaimirably served by* fortune, it must be ad- 
tors,” ways Havarj', “1 found thc‘ officers and mittod, but I will never desert an ally uj 
htjift dcciaimitig agamst tho ambition oi the dii.trcisa, or seiKiraLe uiy cause fkom that of 
French governmout, mul full of couiidonce in the Emperor of Ocnmuiy. He is in a critical 
tlio maCam of fclieir arms. I'lic Em[>cror re- situation, but one not beyond tho roa<*li of rc- 
^.civod me m the most gracious inauucr* and *»cdy. I lead bravo aoldiers, and if your 
made a sign foi his attendants to rotire, 1 master drives me to it, 1 wUl command them 
could not unfold a fooling of timidity and aw*o to do their duty, you are aU-eadya gi'eat 
1 Jbnad myself alone witli that mon- and powerful nation, audby yourunilormity 
arclt. Nature had done mucli for him: it of kngua{»o, feelings and laws, as well as 
W(..uld he difficult to had a model so perfect j physical situation, must always be forinid- 
and gracimiB ; ho w^as then twenty-six yearsjl able to’ you): neighbourw. What need have 
of ago. He siioko French iu its nativjp purity^ you of continual aggraudieeinent ? Since the 
wirhout the slightest tinge of foj'orgn accent, peace of Lun^ville, you have acquired iBrst 
and matle u.*® ou aU occasions of our piost Genoa, and tiien Italy, which you have sub- 
classical expressions. As there was not the jeeted to a government which places it en- 
least alibctation in his maimor, it was easy liroly at your disposal.'” - . 

to see that Uiis wjis the result of a finished “Geuoahas been acquired by us ” auswer- 
educaLion. The Emperor said, whbu X put ed Savary, ‘‘iauptfewodHielves. ItspoUti- 
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dio« W 

iieg(^Uati(£| Kapaleon* de- 
X 2 limddd a pdi*^al kfteiTiew witli the 
^ta^or Aleiitaiider. tnatead of oom'^ 
i^pi pe|rBon, the Czar sent his aide* 
Dolgorucki, whom 
ifl^leonmet at the adranced po^a 
are we fighting?*’ said Napo- 
leon, when Ihe aide-de-camp was ad- 
n#ted ihio his presence. ** Let the 
Alexander, if he complains 
^ make corresponding 

on his own side, and all dis- 
oofl^iOp will cease betwixt us.” The 
Etissian represented that such a con- 


duct would he repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of hia cabinet ; that the Ihnpci'or 
hud only taken up aiTna to succour 
Austria, and obtain fur the Continent 

f 

cal power was annihilated, its harbour block- 
aded by the its commerce destroy- 

ed, its meiins of defence against the Baisbnry 
powers at au end. Necessity, theroforo, not 
less than iaoHnatfon, comr«3lled them to 
throw themselves ‘into the arms of a foreigti 
power, France was subjected t<» the whole 
charges of its defence before the formal act 
of annexation took«rilace. As to Itiiiy, it iis 
altog-ethor our corwuost. We have watered 
Its fields with c«»r blood; twice it hns re- 
Kttlned its political csisteuce by our clforts. 
If it began with republican institutions, it 
was in order to be in Isannonj' with its pro- 
tecting power. The changes which have 
since taken place in its government wore 
intended to make it still follow the phases 
of our constitution. It has the same laws, 
nsajges, and internal rogmatSonK as France. 
It am^ lean oi* some foreign power, and has 
only Fiance and Austria to choose between. 
tlFo hftvo fbught for ten years to \Mvst it bit 
by bit from tnat jiowca* : could weiicrmit its 
inhabitants to choose an alliance wlf.ch would 
at once deprive ns of the w'hole fruit of our 
labours? If Austria has nut abandoned .ail 


tbouglits of Italy, we are still ready to oom- 
hat her for it ; if riio has, it is of vor^ littjo 
moxPont what its form of goverrunent is. 
The Emperor, in sonduigmo to your Mmeaty, 
was far m>m supposing that the war took its 
or^in in these questions ; if it does so. 1 not 
only see no possibility of peace, butontieijmte 
a universal hostility.'' It was easy to see 
that an aocommodatl^ woe impossible be- 
tween povirers actuated by suph opposite 
sentiments. Savory returned after three 
days spent in iiarleying, without having ac- 
oompMied the promts^ ohiect of Ida mis- 
elou ; but having e^fitKitually gained its real 
desi^ in making tbb' French Emperor ae- 
qnomted with the eaif^^oufldence and vehe- 
menoo which prevfdle|d At the allied head- 
Quartei«.*-SATaJ*?. ^ M8 


&AoUd,^^, eiiji^vi^rauma 

in ot 

aggiugb France i Ihab 1o» lie’ iicc 
it powcxful and happy^ pg ^eji 
Ihc other European ^ W 
empire was already eo thai Its 
extension was no object of ambit|om 
and. that his sole deeire was the pitos- 
^rity of hie A^bjeots. 

mf. Napoleon replied^ that the A^|es 
wished ^ deprive him of his orc^ 
and reins^Ate the Bourbona Thie 
Dolgoruoki contested ; and he denied 
also that they desired to restore hia 
Italian possessions to the King of Sar- 
dinia ; but admitted that thev insisted 
on the independence of Holland, and 
an indemnity for the loss of Fledmont 
to the King of Sardinim ** Let the 
Emperor tf Hussia imitate my con- 
duct” Biud Napoleon, and we shall 
soon come to terms of accommoda- 
tion ” — ** He will never desert his 
allies/’ replied Dolgonicki. r— Then 
we must fight/’ rejoined Napoleon; ** 1 
wash my hands of the oonsequeucea 
and with that abj-uptly broke off the 
conlereuce. But though it had only 
lasted half an hour, much had been 
done ill that time to blind, the Allies 
as to the real state of affaira The 
Emperor met the Prince at the ad- 
vanced x^osis, os if solicitous to con- 
ceal what was jiassing in the in- 
terior of t^ army. Preparations for 
a i^troat were ostentatiously put for* 
w'ard ; field-works were hastily thrown 
up in front of the ground occupied by 
tU'j aitny ; and Holgorucki withdrew 
with the firm conviction, which ho 
did not fail to conununicatc to his sovo- 
»igD, that the French Emperor hod 
lost ^ his former confidence, and 
his great object now was to extricate 
himself from the perilous situation iu 
which he was placed/ 

118. On the same day Count HAug* 
witz arrived at the Fr^ch heA^Qiiair* 
ters yrith the ultimatum of Prm^a, as 
agreed on in the treaty of $d 

ber. Since that time the mmurca of 

« • 

♦"ifTicn Polgorufikl had mtireA 
said to the omoevs around hhn, *^Thb Allies 
should wait till they oiti on the he^ls of 
Montmartre bofore they make such propo- 
sals,"— Boua. Vit 07 . 
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t3ie ciibk«^ ^ 27^ 1^ 

edly hostile. i.iKSD(xl^«i fov^ i>f Eii»> is^vai&s I6rthism Ikgiiiist tlio oxieiiiy. 

mid; 3^ hell oocojpiiSd iihe Tbo sdvioo of '^u^t 
eteotoiuto of Hanoyer; k stroii^body mnostly oottBelM orer* 

of hsi l^od at Btado; ruled by ibet b| Wey^tber^ nirho had 

ao^ e prodbim^tion hram the King of recently nOquIred induoiicd over 
jBhjglaiid anuounoed that the electorate the Emperor — ten oflcer of 
was now placed under the protecUon of views a^ skill in combiiiitio^ la0 
PiHissia^ and that all the former auth^ with little practical acqiudiiifiahoo 
ritiee were reinstated in their functions war, and little fitted to iihtioipa^ the 
as before the French inv^om The rapid inovem<mts, and ward off ihe 
Swedee were In full march towards the teixible strokes of KapoleOn. 

Elbb, and the iVussians towards Fran- Euseian tioops, miserably pro#il|^^^ ' 
conia; while a powerful force of the that period with oommihM^VlW 
same nation was collecting in Silesia,*to totally destitute of magtmnes 
bring immediate succour to the allied pai*t of the country^ which it had 
anny. Ever the garrison of Berlin had never been expected ijrould form the 
received orders to march to suppoit theatre of wai*, were suffering extreme- 
the military movements whjch were in ly from want of provisions ; while the 
preparation. The eloquent declama* French, having the rich provinces of 
tioiis of the celebrated historian, Mul- Lower Austria and Hungary in their 
lor, had wrought up the public mind to rear, wei'e amply provioed with snp^ 
a perfect frenzy; warlike enthusiasm plies of all sorts. Tbj allied generals, 
filled every breast ; and the most ex- too, were aware of tfie inferiority Ih 
aggerated reports of the disasters of number of, the French troops aasimi- 
the French were received with insa- bled rormd Briinn, anS were igfiorant 
tiablo avidity. Napoleon was w'ell aware of the admirable disposEion of ttm 
of all this, ttiid of the object of Haug- qiher corps in echelon in their rear, 
^vita’s mission. He thei^fore resolved % which the two tanies could in 
to temporise, and if i) 08 aibie dissipate a few days be restoted to an equal* 
the clouds which were collecting by a ity. Influenced by these sentiments, 
decisive stroke, before they burst upon a forward movement was resolved on, 
his head. ,Afccordingly he refused to with a view to pass the right flank of the 
enter into discussion with the iVussian French army, cut them off from their 
minister, and rooommendnd him, after communications with Vienna and the 
a short interview, to open Conferences reserve under Massena, and at the same 
at Vienna with TaBaytand, instead of time establish their own onnpeotiou 
remaining amidst the tumult of his hi- with the j>owerful succour apinmMng 
Youaca ; and thfi wily diplomatist, itot under the Archduke Uh&rles. If iliha 
porry of an opporionity of waiting the movemsnt proved successful, and the 
issue of events l>efore finally commit- road to Vienna W'aa cut off, Napoleon 
ting his country in a contest which'^ had no other resource but to retire on 
bad so long labom'ed to prevent, readily Bohemia, where he would meet the 
acted on his suggestion. forces of Prussia. The movement com- 

lISi, When forces so vast were pre- menced on the 27th at daybreak, when 
paring to aid them, both in the north the whole army advanced in five oo* 
and south; it was the obvious policy of lumns, moving parallel to each other, 
the Allleft to remain on the defensive, against the en^y. The French were 
and test secure in their strong position not in suflicient fex'ce at the advanced 
under the cannon of OlmUtz, until the posts to resist so formidable an assault ; 
Archduke CWles had broitght up fue a detachment was miuie prisoner, and 
veteritn battalions, and Prussia had after a sharp combat the little village 
descended in force into Silesia* and of Eausnitz was abandoned byHurat 
Francbnia. But althou£^ the expe- to Bagrathion. Encomuged by thisauc* 
dience of doing so was fully appreefat- oess of its advanced gus^> the Eusrian 
ed at headquarters, it was resolve^ in main body foUoW!ed jeyfa% and rapidly 
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, V, " ^ # 

in it« , Hc|4quai1i«ra V9‘eH 

and tl^a oat- 
pQ^^ra pn^ad toward to within 
oi ^latoffcz, 

W. Thia enddon irruption led to an 
ilnwdiat^ concentration of the French 
Jlloratj Lannea^ and Soult re- 
ctiltod orders instantly to rdise their 
cas^feontnents and fail back behiid 
Bninn, keeping only detachments in 
front of that place. Bernadottc was <U- 
( rooted to leave the Bavarians at Iglau, 
a^ ^vance with his other troops by 
f^oed marches to the field of action ; 
DlWi^mt to come tip with all imagi- 
nable' haste to Nikolsburg, on the right 
of the French portion ; Mortier to aban- 
don Vienna to a division of Marmout’s 
army, and hasten with his whole corps 
to the environs of Brimn ; and Marmont 
to draw near \o the capital with all his 
forces. With such promptitude were 
these oiders ol^yed, and to such a 
degree of vigour had long discipline 
brought the Fr^ch troops, that part 
of Datonst’s corps, which was farthest 
off^ mai'ched tkirtV'six leagues in 
elglit hour*, from Vienna to Cross Kai- 
gein, and bivoulcked at the place a 
league and a htilf from the field of 
battle, on the night of December 1. In 
this way Napoleon’s army, which, be- 
fore the conceiitmtion commenced, w'as 
little more than fifty thousand strong, 
was raised by the evening of the 1st to 
ninety thousand. But before these dis- 
tant succours could arrive, great suc- 
cesses might have been obtained, and 
the Emperor was in no small disquie- 
tude how to aiTest the enemf before 
hia forces were assembled. Foi-tunately 
for him, their subsequent movements 
were as slow and vacillating as their tivni 
had been decided and audacious. On 
the 2^h they marched forward only two 
leagues, directing their chief force to 
the heights of Kutscherau, towards the 
French extreme right; but on the day 
following they retrated their steps, and 
advancing with the left in front, bi- 
vouacked at Hodiegitz^ and &eir light 
troops were seen from the French out- 
posts marchingiMattSili ^ir position to- 
wards their own 

121. Napoleon spent the whole of 
both days on horsebadt^ at the advanced 


pos^ watching Af- 

ter sumying the 
the highest ground in 
hood, and obvlouriy of thC' 
tance if the batUe y*m its 

environs, he said to his geaeral8> ffjff 
I wished to prevent the enemy 
passing, it is here that I should.. stat^ 
nfyself ; but that would only lead tq an 
ordinary battle, and I desire de^lyjs 
succesa If^ on the other hand, I amW 
back my right towards Briinn, and the 
Bussians pass these heights, they are 
irretrievably i*uined." In pursuance of 
this design the heights were abandoned; 
tbe right was drawn back, as if it was 
fearful of encountering the eneniy; and 
the French army eonoentjated round 
Brunn, really to take advantage of the 
first imprudent step which might be 
matk^ by their adversaries. At length, 
on the morning of the 1st BecemW, 
the intentions of the enemy were clearly 
manifest, Napoleon lyeheld, as he him- 
self says, ** with inexpressible delight,” 
their whole columns, dark and maasS*, 
moving across his position, at so short 
a disbince as rendered it apparent that 
a general action W’as at hand. Care- 
full}'^ avoiding the slightest interruption 
to their movement, he merely watched 
with intense anxiety ihei)* march ; and 
when it had become evident, from the 
direction they were following, and the 
number of troop® who had already 
pasted, that the resolution to turn the 
light flank of the French army had 
been decid^'dly taken, he said, with the 
pifiphetic anticipation of military ge- 
»iiu8, To-morrow, before niglitfall, 
that army is my own.” In truth, the 
-fllies, under the direction of Weyro- 
ther, whose repeated defeats at Bivoli 
and Hohenlinden, wdiei^e he bad been 
chief of the stafi' had not yet tau^^t 
him the quality of the antagonists with 
whom he had to deal, wore venturing 
upon one of the most hax^'dops nitove- 
meats in war — a flank mfurch ,^^cplumn 
in front of a concentrated 'intey, and 
th^t, toq. when tlmt enemy Was Napo- 
leon at tile heacl of eiglrl^ jdiOfUsand 
men? At midnight on the Ist, a c^ncil 
of war was held at the allied head- 
quarters, at which Weyrothor brois^ht 
forward his plan of attack for the sue- 
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cetiding and took ^ 

the tci^k little 

akal^O in tite a^d eoon feQ 

ujsleep, >Ji^j^ron, ^ea Weyrof^er 
liad 'Conolna^> aaked mattbe^ehoald 
do if KapMeoo took toe initiative and 
akapki^ them at Pratzeo, before their 
movw^eot woe completed. ** Tou need 
not ta^uble youreelf about that,” r^- 

e he, ** yon know the boldness of 
aps^e; if be had been of sufdcient 
strength to attack ns, be would have 
done it yesterday. He has not forty 
iUoitsatid men .” — ** I trust it is so,” re- 
plied Langeron, “ but X have my own 
misgivings. He has extinguished his 
fires ; I hear a loud m-iiinur in his 
camp.” 

122. Meanwhile the Allies, in great 
strength, animated by the presence of 
their respective sovereigns, and in tlie 
highest spirits, were marching in* five 
massy columns wnthin two cannon- 
shots of the French outposts. Their 
design waa to turn the right flank of 
tlm enemy, so as, in case of cliBaoter, to 
cm him oft' from Vienna, and throw 
him back on the mountains of Bohe- 
mia ; and with that view they proposed 
to commence the action h\ a vigorous 
attack on that wing, which it wan 
lioped would be speedily defeated and 
tlu’own back in conmsion on the 
centre. On the evening of the 1st 
December, they occupied the follow- 
ing jjosition. Their first column, under 
Doctorofi', had advanced beyond Iho 
right fiank of the French as far as 
Aujml ; the second, commanded J[)y 
Lungeron, <»ccupicd the impoi-tant 
heights of Pratzen, directly before the 
French right u iug; the third, und^* 
PtybysKweeki, < rowiied the eminences 
imibcdiately to the right of that ele- 
vated point : these three colnmus fonn- 
ed the left wing, commanded by. Bux- 
howden; the fourth, under Kollowrath, 
consisiing of fifteen Austrian and ^!ila- 
radovttch*e .twelve Bussian battalions, 
followed' ip (order on the heights in 
rear of the third palunin ; the cavalry 
under Licii^neteini consisting of eighty* 
two squadrons, was destined to occupy 
the low ground frofii Blasowitz to 
Kruh, thus imiting the centre with 
the right wing, consisting of the fifth 


column under Bagrathldn, which was 
estabhihod on e%h the Olmtitz 
road opposite Ip *flie Hosenitzberg : 
while ^e reserve, under the Oe^d- 
duke Oonetantdri, ooerli|ned the bights 
in front of Au$tiu*Uti&. tn ell, their 
forces embraced a hundred end Ihur- 
teen battalions and a hnn^d 
s^euty-two squadrons, amoiinUni^ 
fully eighty thousand men, of wBom 
fifteen thousand were cavalry in the 
finest condition. 

• 128. The French army,' in 
trated masses, occupied a posi^^ in 
'advance of the fortress of Brfir^, ndd* 
way beiw'oen that town and Auii^lfitn 
The Emperor’s tent was placed Ph an 
elevated slope on tUh ri^t of the 
great road leading across his line from 
Briinn to Austerlitz, at tlie distance of 
two leagues from the former place, a 
little in fr*ont of Bellowitz, between 
two streamlets, whicli, descending to- 
w^ards the south, unit^ their waters *at 
Puntowitz and form the Goldbach/ 
From this elevated pohit the whole ex - 
tent of the line was visible, though 
many parts of it were obscured by 
wising grounds, copsywoods, and vil- 
lages, which, intersected by mmierous 
small fish-ponds, formed a sort of in- 
trenched camp, wdthin which the 
French army was placed. Their right 
rested on the lakee Mcnitz and §at- 
.schan, formed by thC river Littawa ; 
their loft on the Rosenitzberg^on ele- 
vated hill, the first of the Tvooded chain 
which separates the basin of the 
Schwai’za from that of the Matuhe, and 
Vi inch was inti*enched and ci’OWned 
with artillery. The front of the whole 
po.sition was covered by broad marshes, 
which fringed on either side the stream 
of the Goldbach, intersected at right 
angles by the great road fi-om Erimn 
to 01m utz, and by various country roads 
from village to village, which, from the 
morasses and little lakes by which they 
were bopdei*ed, appeared easily suscep- 
tible of defence, Bight in front of the 
positiem, pn the uppo.site side of the 
rivulet, lay the line of waving heights, 

* These uatues will eou'i^c.v no ideas to 
readers in this contttry ; hut they wiU be of 
Value to the traveUer who explores, iu that 
distant roj?K>a, thu theatre of tins n>c!mo- 
rable contliLt. 
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«|&vfidbed pclnt 
uf wm^'iMad^r 

^i&fs ttoQr^ WhO|, 
in lorml^abie xnassea on 
j^dge, ficn^t to donoa&l 
intymnent of the troths in 
the li^i flank of 

ll^poleaiaC 

; 124 By great exertions, the Frei^h 
B|tt|)eror.b^ succeeded in assembling 
an immenee force for thh decisive battle 
“which was approaching. The left wing, 
tLikdor Lann^ was stationed at tne 
of the hills, having a powerful 
advanced guard ofipavalry in front of 
the fortified position of the Rosenitz^ 
berg; Behind these was placed the 
corps of Bernadette, who by forced 
naarohes had arrived in line from Iglan 
on the Bohemian frontier. To thei»* 
right, on the right of the high road, 
also in resefve, were sbitioued the 
grenadiers of Oudinofc, with the cavaliy 
under Murat; dad the Imperial Guard, 
undeivBessidrea, in a third line behind 
them. The oetitre was composed of 
the corps of Marshal Soult, whiclt was 
uncommonly strong, and occupied the 
villages from Gii’dkowitz to Kobelnitz, 
opposite the he^hts of Pratzen, which 
had been abandoned to the enemy. The 
right wing, under Bavoust, was thrown 
back in a 8smicil^3t^, with its reserves 
at the abbey of Raigem in the rear, 
and its front line stretching to the 
lake Mcnitz. Before the night of the 
1st December, above ninety thousand 
men were here assembled within the 
space of two leagues ; all veterans in- 
ured to war, and bui'ning with im- 
patience to signalise themselv'es in th^; 
decisive battle which was to take place 
on the morrow. 

125. Napoleon spent the whole of 
that day on horseback, riding along 
the ranks, viuiting the outposts, ad- 
dressing the soldiers, and studying the 
ground. When a standard of the 
Italian atmy appeared, he spoke to the 
men in those words^of brief but nervous 
eloquence by which he knew so well 
how to win their hearts ; many of the 
veterans he evendMbiguisi^od by name, 
and reminded and glories 

iheyhjuishBrea^tai^ Soldiers r 
said he, **we mtiit this war by a 


Vive 

rBmpeito I 

^ 'misoaloulated tBO' Ibl- 

lowers: He ooninnei' rEiin|' through 
the UvomHb, 
long after nightM, 
to his teni^ where he ^dictated %enii of 
ihose magical proclamations wWIt.So 
«ften, on the eve of grOat 
Mbnted to the astonishing :^llitories 
which he won."* Suddenly, as lii n6de 
along, stm^unded by his gensrs^llte 
were seen kindling on all std^; a 
brilliant illuminati^ arose In all the 
bivouacs ; the heavens were filled with 
the ruddy glow ; and loud shouts in 
every direction announoed some extra- 
ordinary transport among the soldiers. 
It was the enthusiasm of the common 
men, whidii, wrought up to the high- 
est pitch by the intorest of the moment 
anti the presence of their beloved Em- 
peror, eolebratod thus, by the vCluii- 
tftiy conflagration of the wood of their 
huts, and stoaw of their bivouacs, the 
first atmiversory of his coronation. % 
126. The night was cold but cleaj^ 
though a thick* fog, as is not unusual 
in that country, covered all the lower 
grounds, and hardly permitted the 
sentinels to discern each other at 
yards^ distance. At four in the nioru- 
ing the Emperor mounted on horse* 

* “ Soldiers J The KUsidan array lifts pro- 
sen tod itself hofoi-« you to reven|^ the dis- 
aster of the A t istriftca at BJ ra. Tlrey are t>J«0 
same raen wiiora you conquered at Uollftr 
brutm, and on whose flyiag traces you have 
followed, 'lira positions which we ootnipy 
formidable, and wiiile they are marchiw^j 
to turn ray right, they must present their 
flank to your blowa Soldiers 1 I will - W- 
self direct all your battalions, t will keep 
self at a dibtance from the fire, if, with 
your aocuetomed valour, you carry filsoirder 
and ouufusion into tho enemy’s ranks ; but 
should victory a^ipcur for a raoraeat uncer- 
tain, you shall see your Emperor expose him- 
self to the first strokes; for victory must not 
bedouhtfttlon this occasioffi^fiipeciaUywKeu 
the reputation of the Frcnm!lufam^ is at 
stakes which is so dear on to t)rs 

honour of the whdle natiotu'^ l^Whis IS per- 
haps the first instance recmilk^'lh history 
where a general oinmly to his sol- 

diers tlgi raaiMBuvro by Which bh eatpoctoU 
they would prove victorious; while the pro- 
miiW that he was not, except in last ex- 

trexnlty, to put hltMf at their bm afibnls 
the oteraiest indication of the mutow confi- 
dence which long service toother had esmb- 
fished between them.— pmeas, xlv. 148, 149. 
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back^ 

ma};fci^u4^i : 
the 

c^ohlhssli 

the di^pt|^:wy i«rd» i&wit to' niwie^ 
go;, hom^i e coiifijMd 

r^iuiww?^ to ihm the liueel^n hoet j 
the; Ugh$» mu}t^I»ped towajrde Aujaed 
Hud ^!i^ixtk-ea$tfym parte of 
honssoA-; ^ refiorte from the 
outpeete toioutioed that the advance 
f 4 'om ^ tefr had already eommen- 
cod ah»h^ ^eir whole Une^z In effect, 
the oi'd^ had been despatched at 
midnigtit; all their oolumas were in 
full march, within two hours after^ to 
turn the ^’i^nch right At three o’clock, 
a detachment of Austrian horse pre- 
sented themselves befoi'e Telnite, the 
outermost village iu the possestfion of 
the French on that aide, and shortly 
after an attack with infantry and artil- 
lery'’ was made on that important post. 
No sooner did Napoleon hear the sound 
of the distant cannonade in that direc- 
tion, than ho ordered Soult to bring 
his columns up to ihs very entrance of 
the defiles foimecl hy the villages and 
woods in the low grounds on either 
side of the rivulet, in order that, the 
instant the enemy appeared sufficiently 
t-ugaged in their perilous cross-mitrch, 
his numerouB battalions might be at 
tiuce thrown on their flank. The sol- 
iliers uocordiugly advanced : every 
heai’t throbhiug with anxiety, ev^ry 
eye turned to Sic cast, wV-r® 
that vviutiy seaaoin, no gliminering of 
light appeared, 

It!, Gradually the stars, which 
night had shone clear 
and bright in the firmament, began t/* 
diattppeor ; the ruddy glow of the east 
annonneed the approach of day ; find 
the tops of the hillo, illuminated by 
the level rays, apjieared clear and 
shoi^ abova the ocean of fog that roll- 
cid in the vaHeyB.* At last the sun 

* “ Tlie alto Were never half eo fair and clear 

A« in th^e^biieaklng of that blosBcd day : 

The mex^'niOtulug emUed, and seem'd to 
wear, . . 

Ut>on her^a^W cwwn. eun’e golden ray j 

Andj^vd^etfct dbnd, me tedo\\bled 

Bent Sown to eee thkt field, thie firay. thia 
fight*' 

TAsao. lemtalem Deliitered, xx. fi. 


m 

aftereiiiiida ftltobph^ 

mg the most apJeoAld cl hte 

)i& Aa the lacitft aattk^ to 

eminenceB in the 
catne visible, the togmto of 
faidt which the enemy had nemtoto 
b^ame apparent : the l^lhte of il^to 
zen, the key tn their pfitocn, whMn 
the evening before had 
with artillefry and gHttto§ with arm-' 
ed men, were now deatodL llr to 
evident that the left wing; advaito^ 
towards Ttelnitz, had descended to to 
low grounds, and that the Allies^ in-* 
tent on outflanking their opponente, 
had entirely abandoned the thought of 
retaining their posltioa The marshals 
who surrounded Napoleoa, fiaw toad- 
vantage) and eagerly beeon|^i hto ^ 
give the signal for action $ but he re- 
strained their ardour^ and tnrnii:^ to 
Soult, said, How lon^ would it take 
you from hence to to heights of 
Pratzeu ? ’* — ** h&aa thmj twenty min- 
utes,” replied the marshal ; “ for my 
tioO^Ts are in the bottom of the valley, 
hovered with mist ai'd the smoke of 
their bivouacs ; the eriemy cannot eee 
them,” — **ln that case,” said Napo- 
leon, ‘^let us wait twenty minutes; 
when the enemy >is mak^g a false 
lUQvexueut, we must take good cape 
not to interruijt him.” Bnwng with 
impatience, the marshEds stood around 
aa^uiting the sigual ; hut before that 
time was fully elajtsed, a violent fire 
was heaxd on the right towards Tel- 
nitz, and an aide-de-camp, arriving in 
haste, aihiounced that the enemy bad 
commenced the attack in great force 
in that quainter. “ Now, then, is the 
moment,” said Napoleon j and the 
marshals set off at to gallop in all di- 
rections for their respective om*ps. At 
the same time the Emperor mounted 
his horse, and riding through the fore- 
most ranks, Soldiers 1 ” said he, **the 
enemy has imprndfetly exposed him- 
self to yow blows ; we shall flnish to 
WOT with a clap of thunder.” 

Ii28. The French army occupied on 
Interior positimi* frto, 't'^hence their 
colmanii stactedBkatoi* aoentre, 
while the Alto wto tailing in a wide 





BtrataBar of sitTBOPR 


,, jOHAR XL. 


«xi;rMaity. 

i;vhich ' 

^ ' tlio ' Itu^ssian leltj ' 

hud ^ned 
So Tiokm V«s 
^asfei^ «o peat their ttwperiority 
i of fom ftt the first eBConuter, that^ie 
SV$IL<^ drfven fi*om the village 
and Btishowden was ad- 
vaiiciBg bejfond the extreme iHght of 
their position. Alarmed at the pro* 
l^ss of the enemy on the right, Na- 
.^kou ordered Dayoust, who, with his 
ifieseive, lay near the abbey of Kaigem, 
io advance to check them ; but before 
he could come •ap, Sokolnitz also was 
carried, amid loud shouts, and the 
IVench right wing appeared completely 
turned. But' it was in such moments 
that the coohjudgment and invincible 
tenaoily of Marshal Davoust appeared 
most conspictlous. Arranging bis 
forces in battle array beyond the vil- 
lage of Sokolnite, he received the Rus- 
sians, when issuing from it disordemi 
hy success, with such resolution, that 
they were not ^nly an’ested iu their 
advance, but dJ^iJvcn out of that village 
with the lose of six pieces of cannon. 
Buxhowden, however, retunied in 
greater force ; the <^ench were again 
expelled, blo(^ flowed iu toiTcnts, and 
both parties maintained the conflict 
with invincible resolution, 

A flairs were in this state on the 
right, w^hen Soult, with his powerful 
corps, w'us suddenly thrown on the 
Russian centi'c. The fomth allied 
column, under KolloWratb, Composed 
of Austrians and Milai-adovitch's corps 
of Russians, consisting of tiventy ^even 
battalions, was juai beginning to ascend 
the slopes of the Pratzen, which had 
been entirely evacuated by the third 
corps, under Buxhowden, immediately 
preceding it, when its outposts per- 
ceived Wfi immense da^rk mass of 
French infimtiy elneiging out of the 
mist in the low grounds on their right 
Kutusoff ittstantiy saw his danger ; the 
enemy's centra, hi' ordSir of battle, was 
ready to /^^ombmed army 

while in But 

if a fault in gWjWi^hjEp had been com- 


i eoflld 


1 

:iPM5er iO’ 

% his dirS<fljlon»,'«D! 
mldlSte ^ers 
desisended'from l^!§ 
iff reoooupy ihatww^^,m 
The Wantty of 
lowrath, formkig thi!; 
rapidly Wheeling Ihio 
from open ooluthn, was 
lines, and evefy disposjti^ mods in 
the' utmost haste to receive $he ^emy. 
Before they could be Completed, how- 
ever, the first line of Souit, composed 
of the divisidns of St Hilaire and Van- 
damme, had ascendied the hS%hts. Its 
attack was^BO impetuous that the Rus- 
sian front line wa.s broken and driven 
bat^K upon the second with the loss of 
several pieces of cannon ; the heights 
of Pratzen, after a desperate conflioiof 
two hours* duration, were cariied, and 
six battalions, wliich occupied a hill 
forming the highest part of the ridge, 
cut to pieces. The danger was ex- 
treme ; the allied army, surprised in 
its cross march, vras pierced ihi*bugh 
the centre, and the left whig in ad- 
vance entirely separated from the re- 
mainder of the army. 

130. VTiile this important success 
was gained in the centre, the Fivnoh 
le^t, under Beruadotte, Mumt, and 
Lannes, also warmly eugnged with 
the enemy. T/annes advanced direct 
u(i(m Rausuitz’ Murat, with Ilia nu- 
merous squadrons iu the low pounds, 
on the right of Lannes, lietwt^n "Oir- 
«iikowitz and Kruh; Beraado^ de- 
bouched from Girzikowitz updn the 
village and heights of Blasowitx. They, 
too, surprised the combined forces in 
their Hue of march; and Napoiefiu 
sent repeated ordei’s to these generals 
to attack the enemy promptly and 
vigorously, in order to preyj^t them 
from sen&ng forward any 4g^o0urs to 
the centre, w^here tlie ds^rive blow 
vsis to* be struck. The sFionch mar- 
shals advanced jbo the ^totdt in the 
order preacrihed Ibr the whole aniiy, 
with tne front line in order of battle, 
the second in column, with the artil- 
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lery 5a fvoni, aad Ikshw waJi-yia cm tc ^fchw party bait' ^ laid Ac 
000^.1^^ di*- ' dcalwid |f mf ^ 

posiA^a A« cow being ftcal fim tladt to 

hapi^i# |twi«a right Uie centre, now eevere||' #ei(^\by 

wing, ii^&iaoTiag wiAout ait|r ^oult At leagA Kitueol^ uimmify 
coac%>iloa ' Aat tl^ enemy ’ was at alarmed at the profim of Aat Aardy 
haad^ Aiindei^^ at finding aesafiimt, recalM hJerge 
iheiaeeiYepj^deid;f failed by FiAch enstein's cavalry to make a efiint 
oolumne '^erging ip battle array out gainst the enemy on Ae ^ 

of Ae miiil ; and eb complete was tne ftatzen: the remainder of Ae borse 
Hurprise^ Aat the reserve under the of Ouvaroff formed a mass of thirty 
Grand duke Constantine w|is one of the squadrons, which it was hoped would 
iirst divisions to find, itself engaged, sut8ce to keep up the communication 
Their dispositions, nevertheless, were between the centre and right wing of 
ypeedily made : the artillery was ra- the Allies. But Aough these disposi* 
pidly brought forward to the front, and tions were judicious, they bore no sort 
under cover of its fire the marching of comparison to Ae measures of Ka* 
columns, with all im iginable haste, poleon, who, seeing (dearly that Prat- 
wheeled ipto line. Gradually, however, zen was the decisive point, ordered up 
the Fi^ench infantry gaingd ground ; to Ae support of Smdt, already ^oto- 
uud, taking advantage of their success, rious, Ae whole corps of Bernadotte, 
ihe cavalry under Kellermann svere Ae Guard, and grenadim of OudiUot 
assailing even the .Hussian Imperial — in all, fully twenty-five AoUSimdmen. 
Guard, when Prince Lichtenstein, at But before they could^rive, a de^pe- 
Ae head of the itplendid liussian hu- rate shock had taken place A 'Ae 
Ians of the Guard, charged them with centre. The Grand- Aike Constantine, 
such vigour that they wei*e instantly perceiving Ae danger of KoUowrath's 
broken, and the allied horse, following troops, and alarmed at the progress 
tip their success, broke through the« which Lunnes and Bemadotte were 
first French line, swept through the making on his own sme, brought for^ 
openings between the second, and in- ward the lliissiaB Imperial Gum, and, 
terposed in the interval between the descending from the heigh A, advanced, 
coq^s of Bemadotte and Lannes. midway between JPratzen and Bluso- 
Here, however, they were in their turn witz, to meet the enemy. They wens * 
charged by Murat at the head of a large received by the division of VanaarntnO 
body of Napoleon’s cavalry, and driven of Soult’s corps ; and while a furioiie 
hack through both French lines, \rho combat was going on between Aese 
threw in a flanking fire on their diS- rival bodies of infantry, Ae French 
ordered squadrons 'wdth such effect w^ere suddenly assailed iu fiank by Ae 
that nearly half their numbers wA'e Kussian cuirassiers of Ae Guard, tW6 
stretched on the plain.* thousand strong, in the finest order, 

181, This luiirderons strife on led by Constantine in person. The 
left was attended with no decisive sue* shock was irresistible : in an instant 

♦ The combat <if Tonnes. Bemadotte, and behind the first line, from whow front and 
Murat, on tlio left was remarkable for the flanks It sustaiuetl a heavy fire. If they eecap- 
l^erfecc success with which the troops, ar- ed that, the horsemen were suddettiy assailed, 
nuiged in the order prescribed by Napoleon, when blown and diaporsod, by a solid mass of 
baffled all the eflbrtn of the Allies, whose heavy cavalry in the rear, which never failed 
numerous and m^uificent cavab*y liad there to hurl them IwwJk in concision throug'h the 
a fill! o|jportu»ity of acting, 'l^he first lino squares, who by this time bad reloaded their 
was uniformly drawn up m battle array ; the pieces, and whose flanking* fire complotod the 
second m squares of battalions— the artillery destmetum of their gallant assailants. The 
and liffUt lumss In front, with the heavy cuv- British heavy brigade of horse at Waterloo 
airy arrangcid iu several lines lu th* reareof suflered extremely from a similar disposition 
the whole. Thus. If a di.'krge of horse, which made by Napoleon^ which enabled him ulti- 
was froqviently the case, , broke the firia or- mately U' baffle the moat intrepid charges of 
my. It passed, while dbiorden^ by euooess, the finest cavalrj^dn the world after Aey bad 
through the intervals between At* squares achieved imporfc^st«uoe»r^l)miA8,xiV. 188. 
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tliB Fi«iie%!)e<>lq)paa was broike®i, tbpee -Hbeibla firmfitess, and soon thagroiiiid 
baUalipi^ un^r iooi, wM sfere^ad vith da«4 tlie 

end its laa^k. djring. length, hewem, the wtm 

4.^ 4S|i* ;^#fcdeon is^w there was not a Qostinac^ of the Eussiens yidded to 
nieiqR^ ^ be IcKst In repairing the dis* , ^0 enthiislastio y^our of the F^eh : 
ord^ ^ end he immediately ordered the cavalry and irrfaijdiy of 1>h^(Ji;w^ 
Merihal Bassieres, with the cavalry of gave way, and, after locing their illiiS- 
the Onar^ to arrest that terrible body lery and etaodarda, were 4|^veh back 
of horifa^ I^PP pnt himaelf at the ij^cotifusionalmosttothewiB^ 
head of their advanced guard, and set terlita ; while, from a h^hboorihg 
ofr at the gallop down the hill, to re- eminence, the Emperors of Eiassia and 
store the combat ** Soldiers 1 ’* said Germany bgheld the iiTctrievcble tout 
he, ** you see what has happened below of the flower of their army.f , 
there : they are sabring our comrades ; 188. This desperate encounter was 

let US fly to their succour/' Instantly decisive of the fate of the day. Pierced 
spttning their chargers, they precipi- through the middle, with the bravest 
tated themselves upon the enem 5 ^ their troops destroyed, the Bnssians 
The Russians had scarcely time to re- no longer fought for victory, but for 
form their squadrons after their glori- existence. In efTect, the defeat of the 
ouB success, when this fierce enemy centre, which was now borne bock 
was upon them. They were broken, above a mile from the field of battle, 
driven back oiver the dead bodies of exposed the left w'iiig, between Aujesstl 
the square they had destroyed, and and Sokolnits, to the .most imminent 
lost their artille»y. Rallying, however, danger. Rapidly following up his suc- 
in a few minutes with admirable dk- cess, Kapoleon eaiised hk reserves, 
cipline, upon being reinforced by the consisting of the grenadiers of Oudi* 
superb regiment of Chevalier Guards,^ not and the Imi>erial Guard, to wheel 
they returned to the charge. Both to the right to aid Soult in attacking 
Imperial Guards met in full career: the rear of that wnng, while Davoust, 
the shock was te^ible ; and the most near Sokoinitz, pressed its front. They 
desperate cavalry action that had taken first came u|) with a division of six 
place during the war ensued, and lasted thousand men, who were retracing 
for above five minujes. Colonel Mor- their steps, too late, to supiwrt the 
land, .who commanded the French centre. Assailed at once in front and 
cbasseui's of the Guard, was killed in both flanks by immense masses of in* 
the m^b5e, and the French horse were fantry and cavalry flushed with victory, 
driven back. But as the Russian Che- tbit body was speedily defeated, and 
valier Guavda were pursuing with loud half of its number made prisoners, 
shouts, lUid in some disorder, they Rapidly advancing from left to right, 
were in their turn assailed in flank by thb victorious French next came upon 
tho grenadiers-kcheval under Bessi^res Bangeron, who shared the same fate : 
in person. Thk powerful reserve, the sm-vivors fi'om his divkion, 
composed of the very flower of the flying for refuge to Buxhowd^, first 
Guards mounted on superb ho: see, im- communicated to Uiat general the mol* 
mediately engaged in a desj^erate con- ancholy intelligence of the dkasters 
test with Constantine’s Chevalier which had befallen the central divi- 
Guards. The Russian infantry, though sions of the army. He immediately 
close at hand, merely looked on ; so formed hk troops into close column, 
closelywerethesquadronsintermingled and began to debouoli from Aujezd 
that they did not venture to fire, for w'ith a view to regain, by a road be- 
fear of destroying their ^mrades. tween the marshes of the littawa and 
The resolution mid vigour ot the com- ,, « 

batants were equal; squadron to squad- t It is the moment when Rapp returned 
ron, mail to msp i they fought with in- wlthThis charger ail bloody, to aunouu<ie this 

decisive aucocae, that Gerard baa selected fbr 
* A corps in wblbb aU the privates were hk admirable and well-known picture of the 
gentlemen. ■ baitk of Au8tcrUt!!.--^RAPr, 02. 
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tbehi^ ^utuds which ii^djoibi hatti^iu; oix It^e 

to thp nGorfeh, th# remoimt tamy which in thd WMhf hit^ Wen 
at Atist^rliii!. But hetoe.^ihi^ had *cm#d«d wHh w 
proceeded ha^ ^ uiiley the tnamie|^ troope itv ihat^ ^pMtter 
ooliinm wi^ Ituiouely their efforts, ima JUdhuee and ldtM 

at difihrat pointe V ^ Tiotorioue exerted ail their tE^rgiee ic cautplata 
Fr^uoh, who moeeeded lu piercing it the dieeoxnhture of their galbut op- 
thimrgh rtiM. middle, and aeparating ponentc. For five hours me :pomWt 
BaxhoWdSh with a few hattalk^s Jn (^ntsnti^ Without an^f ad- 

advauce ihe remainder of the vantage^ the sharp taitlecdtlmnna^et' 
array, The unhappy body which was 17 interriipted atinteiwidahy thuade^^ 
cat 0 % ooneistiDg of eighhand-twenty ing charges of horse : M at ndoh the 
battalions, under Boetoroff and Lan- AlUeesensihly garo wiy^ Tj|iehe%lKts 
geron, Wiassoou assailed in front, dank, of BIssowitz, the pliMm of BMli the 
and rear, hy the Imperial Guard, Soult, Tillage of Hollubitz, ware suceewdyely 
and Davonst. After a brave resis- carried; and at length the EUisia^ 
tance, they were at length overwhelm- entirely dislodged from the rld^ of 
ed : eeven thousand were taken or de- eminences they had Occupied in the 
stroyed on the sp^ and great mim- morning, were assembled in one cloae 
bers sought to save themeeJres by column by Ba^thio^ad 4 <^zi 3 menced 
crossing, with their artillery and caval- their retreat in the direction of Austere 
ry, the frozen lake of Satschan -vt^ich litz. Suchet and Mara^ at the head 
n dj oi ned their liUo Of march. The ice of their respective divisions Of Wsntiy 
was already beginning to yield under and cavalry, Succeeded in b^iddug 
the enotmoua weight, when the shot part of that mass, and dkdodging it 
from the French batteries on the frbm the road to Okniits, whom al-^ 
lieights above broke it in all directions : most the W'hole of the baggage of the 
a friglitful yell arose from the perish- Allies fell into the hands of the victorSL 
ing multitude, and above two thou-' By great exertions a^d heroic resolu- 
sand brave men were swallowed up in tion, Bagrathion enpceeded, before 
the waves. Though gi-cat part of nightfall, in effecting his retreat with 
l)octorofl''s corps, however, was de- the remainder to Austeiiitl^ already 
Btroyed, that general conducted him- filled with the wounded, thelu|ptivee, ^ 
golf with the most heroic reaolution. and the stragglers from evwy part of ^ 
Taking advantage of u rising gi'ouud the army. 

which in some degree covered bis rear, 135. Thus terminated the battle of 
he drew up the remains of his cdVps Austerlit?^ the most glorious of all the 
in three lines — the cavalry in the victories of Napoleon— that in which 
front line, the artillery in the secogd, his militaiy genius shone forth with 
the infantry m rear. They there pre- the brightert lustre ; for the stroke, 
BciTod a drm counbenance, while some which ar once re<‘siablished his adkirs 
pquadrone of horse explored a line|<;f and prostrated Europe, wasmOat clear- 
n treat between the lake of Satschan ly owing to the manif^t superiority of 
and that of Menitz. Part succeeded his munceuvres. The loss of tlie Allies 
in making iheu* W’ay through ; but the was immense. Thirty thousand men 
larger portion were cut down by Mu- were killed, wounded, or made prison- 
rat’s dragoona “ I had seen," said ers : ^ a hundred and eighty pieces of 
Laugeroii, an eyewitness, many bat- cannon, four hundred caissons, and 
ties lost ; but 1 ootald not have foimed forty-five standm'ds, remained the tro- 
an idea of such a defeat.” phies of the victor'% triumph ; and the 

134. While these deoiBive successes disorganisation of the combined forces 
were gained in the centre and right, was complete. It is true, these advan- 
tjie French loft had al«o entirely jpre- tages had been dearly purchased ; 
vailed over its oppoimnts, Snoouroged 
by the cries of victory which they 
heard 'to their right, and the sight 


* The prisouert w«r© 19,000 Ruwrfims and 
eOO Austrians; but aocnmaotahle proporuon 
of them wore wounded. , 



m HISTOBY OF EUROPE. [chap, xl. 


twelve li^oamikd Fmeh bwi been 
iia^«^rui;#e t but 
'43iH‘iwi|Hri^iptit oirlmtii roiuli 
of retreat to- 
1^^ ibem to be 

lilunaMKl %, 0a^ in flank, while 
Kc^uleon'^fl rictorioue legions thunder- 
ed jn ^beiP real*. Such was the con- 
ir^drnatiou produced bjr this diemte^ 
in a council held at midnight at 
the Kinp«Por Francis’ head<^uarterB, it 
was ipeolv^ by a great msjority, that 
the further ptotegation of hostilities 
was hopeless ; mid at four in the morn- 
ing Prince -liichtenstein Wjas despatch- 
ed to the headquarters of Kapoleon to 
propos^n armiBtice4|^ 

136. Inere wal no difficulty in com- 
ing to an understanding. Napoleon 
was top well aware of the magnitude of 
the danger from wjuch he >iad escaped, 
and the senotia nature of the perils 
with which he was still cuTironed, to 
hesitate about ^accepting any offers 
which might detach the Emperor of 
Germany from Ifee alliance. He bad 
fitted, it is true, one of the most bril- 
liant YictorieB on record in the annals 
of war, and th% Russian army was 
threatened with# a disastrous retreat, 
which would in all probability double 
its losses : but it was the very immen- 
sity of the succeai^ which he had 
achieved which was the source of his 
embarrassment. Was be prepared, in 
the depth of winter, to follow the Mus- 
covite standards into the recesses of 
Poland or the Ukraine, and incur the 
hazard of rousing a national war by 
approaching the frontlei's of old Rus- 
sia? Sup|K>Bing he were, wHat U'ere 
the enemies which he would leave on 
his flanks and rem ? The Archduke 
Charles, at the head of eighty thousand 
men in the flneat condition, woi ap- 
proacihing Vienna, and had already 
summoned the French garrison in that 
capital to suztender, while his oppo- 
^nt, Ifassena, was still for on the 
other side of the Julian Alps, Hun- 
giU*y, with its ancient spirit, mji rising 
en mam at bis approaOh. The Arch- 
duke Ferdinand^ tmh the t’f i^he 
Bohemian levies,' had Just iffiased the 
Bavaiians flrom Russian 

xwserves ysjm appmhcl^ Glmtits ; 


vrEile Prussia, with one hundn^ thou- 
sand men,‘wa«jWT^ih^ frbin Baxohy 
to pour F^conia^ and hittirdy 
cut off sB oomidunl(»itlon W^ 'the 
Rhine, How Was it 
forces aceumrdatiog hi Ids 
vanoe further into the ifRills 
tia in pursuit of hii‘Scyfi»l||i loe”t Tet 
h<^ could he remain wUoit^ he Was, to 
permit them to encircle him wi^ their 
arms? Or how retreat, without the 
commencement of a series of disaster 
which would certainly disslpiate the 
magical influence of his sutijisss, and 
might lead to the total oVertWWof 
his power? 

137. Impressed with thdie ideas, it 
was with the most lively satisfaction 
that Napoleon heard of the arrival of 
the Austrian envoy at his headquar- 
ters, and foresaw the means of extri- 
catirife himself from his present embar- 
rassments, not oifly wiibout further 
danger, but with the utmost pos«»ible 
^clat. As on the Carinthian moun- 
tains in 1797, and at Marengo in 1801, 
he found an audacious and perilous ad- 
vance followed by the highest triumph 
and BuccesB. Profoundly skilled in dis- 
simulation, however, he carefully con- 
cealed these sentiments in the recesses 
of his boBom, and to the Prince tiicht- 
enstein spoke only of the msguitude 
of the sacriflces which be made in con- 
senting to any accommodation, and the 
immense advantages which, by the con- 
tinuance of hoBtiUties, were within his 
grasp. The better to increase the ter- 
ro|^ of his aims, he refused to suspend 
the march of hi» victorious legions, 
and, appointing the following day for 
thi interview wdth the Ktnperor of 
Germany, pve orders in the mean time 
for following up the enemy with the 
utmoHt possible vigour. 

138. Meanwhile the alli^ army, ex- 
tremely weakened ami in deep dejec- 
tion, continued its retreat, not without 
sustaining a considerable loss from the 
attacks made on its reoi-^gtiard. They 
crossed the Marche, and the Emperor 
of«Rnssla established his headquarters 
at t|ie chateau of HoUtach; the 
Emperor Francis vemaiued nearer the 
flinch outposts at Czeit<di, in order 
to be ready for the conference'^ which 
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K<i|>oleon had follow* 

^ Tha laxtor on tso tha ad- 

Traiht>aS-po8^ and ir^oeJvad,'‘lha 'Etn- 
p^aJPOatwanf ai a windmai oh 
xt^!adi^1tM»ar Sarutchit%^tm shown to 
tha to of a bhonac 
lisroh^M inclemency of 

the WBirthefe ** I receive you ” said 
Kapleoi^ ** in only pakce whifch 
I have , inhabited for the last two 
montha^*— You have ms^e such good 
use/' l^ied Francis, of that habita- 
tion^ i&t ;ii should be sizeable to 
you." !®iie officers of their respective 
ettitee then I'fitired, and tlie two em- 
perors conversed for above two hours, 
in the course of which the terms of 
accommodation were verbally agreed 
on. Napoleon took advance of that 
opportunity to display all his talent in 
the colouring which he gave to hi'i own 
conduct, and the daik shades in which 
he represented that of the AlHea 
Evor^rthing, aa usual, was laid on Eng- 
land. It was the incesaant ambition, 
corrupting gold^ and Hachiaveliau po- 
licy of those islanders, which had so 
long divided the Continent ; the blood 
and miseiy of the European powders 
were the means by whicli they ele- 
vated themselves to gi-eatness, and, 
amidst universal suffering, engrossed 
the commerce of the world; the re- 
proaches w hich they lavished on his 
ambition were in reality applicable to 
themselves; th« cause of France^^as 
the cause of Austria, was the cause of 
Kussia, was the cjiuae of the civilised 
world; and the real enemy of thenf all 
w'aa that i^i’fidious power, which, hav- 
ing nothing in common with Europemi 
natione but its situation, continual^ 
sowed the seeds of dissension on the 
Continent^ and, secure from attack it- 
self, found the principal source of ita 
grandeur in the nnsfortunes of the 
states by W'bich it w^as siuTounded. 
The Emperor Fnincis was in no con- 
dition to enter the lists of controversy 
with the conqueror of Au«t«?rlitM! ; but 
he did not fomt bis own djgnit^ in 
misfortune, and atiUied bis character 
by none of those lUdto againi^ hie 
former allies, which Nkj^cleou, with his 
usual disregard of truth, put into hts 
mouth in the btilletins. ^ 


180.jt%ee0tonee1n 
,nfb0r'Vnp^.)ibe wo emptom embmeeil 
and Witb 4l #0 of 

mutual esteem, o^tt^pna bad 
been verbally agiem on, atm it was 
amnged that Presabu^ Bliould be the 
seat of the ne^tiations, and ^at an 
rnmisUce should ^UmdUt^y tafee |i!w 
ft aH points. The Emperor of Ibieek 
waa no party to th^ oqnfertuuw; btxt 
the Emperor of Austria enga^. bk 
word of honour jfpr^k aHy> S>at he 
woidd accept the oOilnito w Wei^ 

offered, namely, lhat%o^Htiea,jtould 
cease between tlm two , armies, and 
that his troop|should ret^ by alow 
marcbes, withd% ftX^her tolestatioo* 
to their own country.* Savary was 
sent next day ^^ the Emperor Alex- 
ander to invite hlih to eeeSde to these 
terms, which woik iiupiptoly agreed 
to; and without re^nng Any otto 
guarantee than Ids vs^d, Napotoh im* 
mediately stopped ihe ^vanoe of mS 
columns, t In tnitl^ affca* the aecea- 

* Though not a lacriy to this eotlreren1c^a, 
thv hiniperur Alexan4||iwderivocl great henoSt 
from it, in secuting die retreat of the troo|ie 
under his command, fhelr only meahs of 
retreat over the Mtavhetfor Morula) was by 
the bridge of Goding, which Waa defended 
by an Austniui diviidon under General "Woee- 
felt Davouat hhd already commenoi^d his 
mnrcli against thatSpoint, and had arrived |p 
within little more than a mile of at the 
emnuice of a defile where the Aixsri’iane bad 
places! tlieir arttUcry, when Alexandm* sua- 

I KJuded the operations by a note written with 
lie ovr'u hand, in which be nnnounoed the 
couf(‘rence which waagcdi'^ forward between 
the Kmperors of France and Germany. Whe- 
ther iXivoust could have gained poeacatiion 
of the badge at Godlngis very doubtful, as, 
indepenaent of the Austrians, tweuty-slx 
ibousaud Hussians were at band, who would 
have come up l>efore evening, aud fought 
with the couuxge of despair. a av, ii. 
144 , 143 . 

t fcSavary rooched the Kmperor of Enssia’s 
headqnartors at four in the morning of 
the 6tb. Ho found that monardi already 
dreseod; and he immediately roueived an 
audience. "*1 am very bafipy to see yon 
again," said Alexander, ‘'on an oocasuiuito 
gTorious lor you; th^ day will take nothing 
from tha winch yoiu master has 

earned iu So many battles. It was my hrst 
engageiKkat, and I cwwibsa tliut the raiddlty 
of uis luanteuvres never gave me time to 
Bucoourtbe menaced ; everywhere you 
were at least double the nutnlw iVf our 
forqea”*--” hire/’ replied Ssvot, •’ your Ma- 
Jea^ has been misinformed. Our force, upon 
the whole, was twenty -five thousand lees 
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iM^f ^ B^la jtiBtly 4^ed 
to ^xtri* 

data Vithout furiliak* 

from ili9. iiiarUQUs eituatlou, Aszioua 
to dondt^Kta ^ good'will of ao power- 
fill im adversary^ Napoleon returned 
mwend of the Eu$aia:u officcra who h^ 
%»eeii ixiuede prisouersj withoutexdiange ; 
and Alexeoder aet out two daya after. 

On the dth Deceiver an amia- 
tioe wina formally concluded at Auster- 
which it was stipulated, that 
until the conclusion of a general peace, 
the Frendi should continue to occupy 
all those portions of Upper and Lower 
Austria, the Tyrol, Styria, Cai’inthia, 
Caruiol% and Moravia, at pi’cseut iu 
their possession ; that the Hussions 
should evacuate Moravia and Hungary 
in fifteen days, o^ad Oalicia in a mouth ; 
that all inBun'Cctionaiy luovemeuta 
in Hungary and Bohemia should bo 
stopped, and no" armed force of any 
other power be permitted to enter the 
Austrian territories. This latter clause 
was levelled at the Prussian arma- 
ments, and it afift^rded the cabinet of 
Berlin a decent* pretext for withdraw- , 
ing from a coalition into which they | 
..had entered at so Untoward a time. 
Napoleon issued a proclamation to his 
troops, in which he spoke with just 
pride of their great achievements, and 
awarded a liberal recompense to the 

than yours : oven of tliat, the whole was 

not very warmly engaged; but we mau- 
ceuvred mucb» and the same divi^^iou com- 
bated at uiatiy different points in diiforont 
di]:ectic]!ui; it was that which apparoi'tly 
latdtmlied pur numbers. Therein lies tj*o 
art olVar ; the Jloijioror, who has seen forty 
pitduMl .battles, is never wanting in that par- 
ticular. " Hs is sfill ready to march against 
the jLrolMiciike Charles, if your Mi^esty does 
not, by apoepting the armistice, dispose it 
QtherwiM(’t.~*' tVlIiat guamntee does your 
master require?^* replied Alexander ; ** and 
what eeettrity cati 1 imve that your troops 
wm not prosemits their ipove|nente against 
mef V He Sflfksonly your word^f honour, 
and has instructed me, Che moment it ie 
given, to susfiond the maroh of Mcwshal Dsr ; 
Toust''— ** I iflve it wl^ pleasure;" rejoined ? 
the Emperor; ^^aiid shomd it ever be your 
fortune to come to fit Fel^nbdtg, I hope 1 
may be able to render my capital egreo^e 
to you.”— SA^vaav, ii 14^ 148* 


woundeili 8^ the widows of those who 
had fal^ in the battle.* At the same 
time he phs^ed the Eussihn prieonem 
who could be moved ftwfm the hospi- 
tals, above aixteen 
her, in the moat ostentjitette 
Huuugh the streets of viwma on their 
road &> France, and retutiied himself 
t<f' Schbnbrim to superintend the ne- 
gotiations about to oonunonce at the 
town of Pressbuig.f 
liL Faithful to the prine^lee which 
iie had sworn to adhere to at the tomb 
of the Great Frederick, Alea^dtr no 
sooner found himself deha^d 
the grasp of his redoubtable lidvemiy, 
than he sent to Berlin tko Grandrdtike 
Constantine and Prince Bolgorucki, 
offering to place all his forces at the 
disposal of ihe Prussian cabinet, if they 
wouy vigorously prosecute the wai‘. 
But the veteran diplomatist to whom 
the fortunes of Prussia we>re now com- 
mitted had veiy different objecU in 
view, and he vras preptiry^ by an act 
of matchless perfidy, to put the finnh- 
lug-stroke to that sysim of icigiver- 
satioa and deceit by which, for ten 
years, the condnet of the cabinet of 
Berlin had been disgraced. HaugwiU, 
as already mentioned, had come to 

* In the bulletin He said, witH liis nsnal 
csondeuaed energy — Soldiers ! I am content 
with you ; you have decorated your cfiglcs 
witli immortal glory , peace owuiot now ‘bo 
far removed. When everything ncceftsiiry 
to secure thebapplnossand prosperity of our 
country is obtained. I will lead you back to 
Franco. My people will again behold you 
with Joy ; ana It will be enough for one of 
you t -I say, ' 1 was at the battle of AusterliU,’ 
lor all your feUow-citlJsens to exejami. * There 
Is a bmve man T '* liberal donations at the 
lihi.c time were made to tdl the wounded ; 
the geuerals rocoived SOOO francs eacl), aud 
the common soldiers a napoleon each ; the 
peusious to the widows of the generals were 
eooo fhmos, or £^40 ; of ihe Lionels, 2400, 
or £90 ; of the common men, 200, or £& ster- 
ling yearly.— SavxKV, It 14»; and liiCNoa. 
iv. dW. 

t On his road thither, Kapoleon met a 
large convoy of wounded Austrians on their 
route fur tlm hospitals of the capital ; he im- 
mediately descended firom His oorri^c, and 
unroverigg as the wa|fga»e passed, a nile his 
suiro did tli« ssme^ he eald, in a loud voice, 
** Honour to the brave 4a misfortune I” fio 
well did this tfitKtmanknow how to win the 
affections, and command the admiration, of 
the ve^ sol<Uers tsho Had lavished their best 
blood in oombafclhS^ his poweri 
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Vienna to declare war agaioat Napo- 
leon^ and the 15th Deomnh^ waa the 
jday haed lor the oomineeieieaeiit of 
hcitilitiee; but l^lxe battle of Auaierlita 
totally derang^ their plane, and the 
day Wo||e be waa admitted to a 
fsecond audience of the French Empe- 
ror, the anniatioe had completely de- 
tached Austria from the coaLitiom hb- 
thing waa more natural than that so 
calamtoua an event should make a 
tota} change in his view df the policy 
of the was^ and the severest morality 
cotdd not condemn a statesman who 
sou^t to withdraw his country from a 
contest which now aj/penred hopeless, 
and in which, from bdj ig an accessory, | 
it was likely to be called, without any 
adequate prejxaratiou, to sustain thej 
principal part. ** 

142. But not content with ^this, 
Haiigwitz resolved t^ogo a step further. 
On the breaking up of the confcderdcy 
into which he hitd just entered, he de- 
termined to secui'e a part of the spoil 
of hia former idlies ; and, if he could 
not chase the Firenoh standards beyond 
the lihine, at least eudeavotu' to wrest^ 
from England those Continental pos- 
sessions which dhe now appeared in no 
condition to defend M'ith matchless 
effrontery he change<i the whole object 
of hifi mission ; and when admitted in- 
to the presence of I^apoleon alter tlie 
victory, congratulated him upon his 
success, and proposed a treaty, ..the 
basis of which ah^^uld be the old pro- 
ject of annexing i/aaoMr to th< Frut- 
nan dominions until the conclusiow of 
a peace between France and England, 
Although Xji|,K>leon had not receiv^ 
full aocounta of the treaty of 8d Nov icl- 
bor, yet be was awai’e of its substance, 
and well acquainted with all the mili- 
tary movements which Prussia had 
been making in conjunction with the 
Russian reserve, thirty thousand strong, 
which had advanced from Warsaw to 
Breslau. Upon receiving Haugwits, 
therefore, he broke out into vehement 
declamation against the perfii^ of the 
Prussian cabinet; izdhrmed him 
he was acquainted with all 4heir 
maohiuntions ; and that it now My 
with him alone, after comd^ding peace 
with Austria, to turn hM whole force 


, ^ . andunpro- 

flaiieii^; ih ,n4iifyp!^ti<m to make 
any defence ; mmiM. an bmurteotien in 
PiiitdAn Poland, thMn in 

the moirt e^al mannei?^.|;^!ilheb^ infa- 
mous perdicly. BeaaoiiW M how- 
ever, he added, aomethnM eompelled 
Bbvereims to buiy in oblivion the beat 
founded causes m aidmosily : on this 
occasion he was wiUjogto owlooktheir 
past misconduct, and aseidbe it entirely 
to the efforts of but this 

could be only on one oonditiou — ^that 
Piussia shmdd at length abandon, its 
doubtful policy, and enter heart and 
hand into the FieD^ allMnca On 
these terms he was auU willing 10 in- 
corporate Hanover with its dominions, 
in exchange fop «ome of Re detached 
southern possesBionsi whidk were to be 
ceded to France and 

143. Ovexjoyed at tb^ proa^ct thue 
afforded of extricating hk comitiy^not 
only without loss, but with a greed ac- 
cession of territo^, from its perilous 
situation, Haugwits at once accepted 
the stipulations. It was agreed ^lat 
Prussia should entee into an ailiaaee 
with France, and receive, besides the 
maigravate of Baireuth, the whole elec- 
torate of Hanover in full sovereignty, 
as well as all the other Goutmeutaldo-^ 
minions of his Britannic Mi^esty ; and, 
on the other hand, cede to Bavaria the 
margiavate of Anspach, and the prin- 
cipalities of Neufch&tel and Olives to 
Franco; and accede to all the condi- 
tions of the general peace of X^resaburg. 
A formal treaty tlo this effect was sigU^ 
by Haugwita on 16th December, the 
very day when hostilities were to have 
oommeuced. And this timty the King 
of Prussia, with disgraceful cupidity, 
ratihed under only a slight modihea- 
tion. But the ultimate effeoM of this 
treacherous conduct were in the h^- 
est degree disastrous. It excited a just 
indignation in the^venunent of Great 
Britain,* without really propitiating 

* At this treaty is one of the most dis- 
graoeM passages m the hisuny of Pnisma, it 
Is due to Uie many high-mindm and hmiouz^* 
ahie men whioti the oehinet of Beriin eon- 
and eepQoially te that able statesman 
and intrepid ooutwelW, Baron Hardeuberg. 
toeay, that it was signed by ^aiigvviu of bus 
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that of Fwoe; md. by in^ticbg a I That Napoleon vm to obtain at h 
falsw aaaniiity in tha cttbun^ Be™* general peace a formal ceaslon of Hano* 
rendocad ^ laR that poweis* when rer to l^asia, and that till that wm 
it waa diiren into hsoa^litiea in the don© the oocupation waa to be provi- 
Icdlowing ywuv %» irreteieTable aa, in aional only-^a thin device* totaUy in- 
Ilie.eathnatiQn , of a large port of Eu- adequate to blind the vjol^d to the real 
rope* it waa deseinred.* nature of tlie transaction, ''The con* 

^ 144. Great was the general indigna* duct of IVuasia/’ said Mr Fox, feen- 
tion at ]|^Un when the particulars 6f irtiniKter for foreign affairs, in his placH 
this extraordinary ticatjr wore made in pai’Hamont, was a union of every* 
known. The war-party, in particular, thing that was contemptible in seirvi- 
with the Queen and Prince Louis at lity, with oVei’y thing that was odious 
its head, whose patriotic feelings had in rapacity. Other nations have been 
been roused to the highest pitch by the reduced by the fortune of war to cede 
anticipated accession of P^ssia to the many < f their provinces ; but none ex* 
European league, were unmeasured in cep^ Prussia has been reduced to the 
their vituperatijin at this disgraceful low stage of degnidtitioii--that ot 
spoliatiozi of Great Britain, at that very bf noiupelled h> become the mini- 
moment, a friendly power, and with r" f the rapacity and injustice of a 

whom a close alliance, offmisive and de- nv *' * 

fensive, had just been concluded. The 1 ^ To complete the j^iqture of tiu' 
question as to the ratification of the operaiu.us of thi|} memorabb! ywu*. 
ta^ty was long ^ud anxiously debated auo rler inttdligible some important 
in the cabinet, national ambition and cb n the treaty of PrcJssburg by 
cupidity eoM^nding with the princi))lefl uhich ii vivak concluded, it in only ne- 
of public faith fend a more enlarged 1 cessary to give a summary of the ope- 
view of ultimate expedience. Atbrngtli ; rationn in the south of Italy and the 
Hardenberg and the opposition ho far ; north of Germany, which were cont^m* 
prevailed, that the King, wh(» hud j poruneous with these decisive stroken 
hitherto weakly yielded to Ilaugautz, on the Danube and in the heart of 
andagi'eed to the spoliation of his ally, Austria. The court of Nariea had 
was shaken* and the treaty was mtified eiitert‘d, somewhat latti indeed^ but eor- 
^ .only under the following resen^ations : dially, into the alliance agamst France. 

ownauthonty, at "Vienna, witiioufc i be know- bimso'f t<> the eternal mitmim of the (’oiiti- 
ledgo or roacorronce of the «'t>veri)nicut ar neat *' 'Dns iiainuatioJi M Bigaou, albeit 
home:aaclthatsofar Were they front contem- thortiosen pHuegyrist of Kattolpon, nnich to 

n tbe extTOordinary ttjru to the pi*cju- hj« credft, indignantly repelled: "A party 
Knglaiid which affairs had Uheu at man," flayn^.e, “and of an impwSBioned ttim- 
Vient^ that, four daye after the treat} was perameo^', M do Tlanknbetg was at rhesannj 
signed, a umg offioial note was dcH^witclwid by ting' upright and hommraWa That ever sinct^ 
Hordeiiberg to l^rd Hariowby, English am- the of .M Nh.vember. Napoleon ebould 
basBOdor at Borim, in which it was d('i*l:ued prg.ird liiin m the ehief of the jiarty hoHtiie t<f 
thatPniii^a would regard the entry ot’Frcn< h fgp^'ice, and attack him os «iicb, waa all fair ; 
trpops into Hanover as a declaratx<ni of v.;,v. but l.t. had no right to accuse of vunality^a 
and vanous omngements were proposcii joi man fur alu>vo such a rc^iroach — lijOKON* v. 
the further continuance of the Riissmn ."iwed- iJ40 , and Hakwcnshko ix 30 42, 
i«h, and EngH^ troops in the north on ior- * - you have eome." said Kajwloon 

many. BoowerwhcimedwasHanipuberg with ITuugwitz, on hl« thi^t hitendew with him 
^ihi»anftt«iiei»vOrinsr. six days aftenvartia, after the b.atlc* of An-iterlit^, “ to prewsut 
by AeSpatohes from llangniU, wlmt that yourmarttfir’sconipliniejiLsonrt victory : but 
mmiiitisr bad i^eed to in regard to Hanover fortune >mH4:haitgoiJ the address of the let* 
at Vienna, that he w^ led into an augrj' dc- ter" From that nmmont, m Natmleon's 
bate with the French fniniKtors, which, m rpiad, the luiri of Pmsfda vrm resolved on > 
April followiiig, on th© requiatfcion of Napo- but be t»riidcntly determined in the mean 
leou. Jpd to his dismissal from oftWe. Napo- time to dissemble his rowmtmont, and in the 
Jeon, with hjB l^bituai disregaM of truth, firs* InstdbceisuggeattA that power an acom- 
aome mouths afterwards published hi tlie sition of territory, whi(i by embroiling it 
Moniimr ait article, in which ho deciarwl irretrthvKhlv with Englawd, would sow the 
that Ilanleiibom, whom he cordially hated, Seeds of min in what still rcmauiod of the 
hi^ writtw this Utter to Urd Harrowby coalition, and exiame it, single and unaidod, 
without Jhe authority of the cabinet i and to the deadly strokes w*hloh he already medi* 
that ho' ha^ for “ base bribes prostituted teted against its existonoc.— JJ ionojj, v. IA 
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Notwith 0 taii<ling. tlie 81im 

September, already menticmad, 
wbiob tlie aeutmuiy of power 

bad been stipulated; a combined fleet, 
haTiog on board ten tbouaand Bueeian 
and three thoneand Engliab troo{», 
caat anchor in'^the baj^ of Naples, in 
pursuance of the general plan of opera- 
tions concerted by the Allies, and soou 
after landed without experiencing any 
opposition. It was anticipated by the 
Allies* what in effect hap|feoed, that 
this act would have the effect of em- 
broiling the Neapolitan court witli the 
J’^'ronch Emperor. Fenlinand, indeed, 
upon the arrival of this force, pubh«h- 
4'd a mauifesto, in which he deolaml 
Ilia resolution to abide by the 
of neutrality, and liia inability to resist 
the iibied forces ; and li> phViiicly en- 
gaged in no mexwur© of how" Jity against 
France : but his anny was put on the 
war establishnaent, and placed under 
the dire<'tion of a Kussian general. The 
Queen did everything in her power to 
engage tlie cabinet in ihe war. the 
rnmeh amb.‘',ssador, diwbelievim;, or 
affecting t<* rtHbolifwe, the court'rt pro- 
ifeasionB of neutrality, immediately left 
Naples in groat indignation ; and the 
govenirnent. seeing war inevitable, was 
taking meiwureft for organising a force 
m the south of Italy, wiien the iwittle oi 
A^ustcrlitz came, and delivered thern up 
unprotected to the wrath of the victor. 

145. It is ju'obablo that the commpu 
cause did not sufler materially from 
the absence of the pusillanimous troops 
of Naples from the theatre of wjur; 
hut the caae v ys very diflerent with 
the fotties which had been asKembled 
in the noith of Oormany. Anxious io* 
strike arfimporfcantblowdn that quarter, 
but not deeming their strength suffi- 
cieiitto veutui'eon the Continent till the 
intentions of Prussia were declared, the 
British government had fltted out a con- 
siderable expedition, composed of the 
King’sGerman Legioimndastrongbody 
of English troops, amounting altogether, 
to eighteen thotniand men, whjeh ar- 
rived, in October, in^wedish Pomeitnih, 
under the command of General Don and 
Lord Cathcait. To these were soon 
after joined a Swedish corps of twelve 
thousand men, and a Bussian force, 


Tiflstoy, often 
thouftimd $ ffiid >wa8 the intention of 
the AlHeetbAitho hidM of which 

the Kmg of Sweden was to receive ^e 
command, having llb|Med 8^ 
and ivdaedthemiBl^ry Ibrpe ofihai^^ 
tomte, should advance towardsHolland, 
anA after freeing the tinted Provinces 
fr^ their chains, 1^n«e«lt0n horth 
of France. !M^njr oainMHi oons^ired to 
pi*oduce the imseairiage of jbhit WdL 
conceived expedition. Th^vdhemende 
of the King of Sweden ^uM not brook 
the vacillating condnes of the oabim^t . 
of Berlin, and he threatened that power 
in so unbecoming a mannas^ ithat the 
Allies, who at that moment were nego^ 
tiatiug to effect the aaocmion of Pruaeia 
to the confedeitMjy, were nhlilwed to in- 
terfere in order to aocotmonate let- 
ters, upon which he the 

mand and retired to Btraiatmd. Ttee 
weeks were constimed in negotiations 
to repair the breach ; and when'i^ 
length he was prevailed on to resume 
the ciirt‘ctioD, the peri&i of successful 
a»*iton hud passed. It was already in 
niiddhj of November, and all that 
this powerful force coild effect was to 
commence the siege (»f Hameln, when 
the bfttfcie of Austerlitz changed the 
face of Europe. The immediate effect 
of that blow, folloiieed as it «(wm after 
was by the accession of Prutsia to the 
French league, was to diaaolT^etbishcte- 
rogtiueoue armament : the Himans re- 
ti red to Mecklenburg, tbe English te-em^ 
ha rked their forces, and the Bwedes took 
shelter under the cannon of Stralsund. 

147. T^e negotiations wi^ Austria, 
dictated by the irresistible llowet o£ Na- 
poleon, were not long of being brought 
to a close. By the peace ci Pressburg 
she was in a manner isolated from 
France, and to appearance rendered 
incapable of interfeting again in the 
contests of Western Europe. To Ba- 
vmia she was compelled to ce<le the 
Tyrol and the Invi^iiel ; to tlie tog“ 
dom of Italy, the entire Continen- 
tal dominlbns of Venice. The whole 
changes to the south of the Alps, 
which had been the firiginal oauee of 
the war,*were recognised The Elec- 
tore of Bavaria and Wtlrtembeig were 
elevated to the thrones of 
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with h,vgti AG 06 ssio]»ii V 14B. Bkfgikous 4 m» these eoiiditi{>ns 
of t^niWry t 5 > eaoh^ to the former, were to the A\ieti'hm mou&tchy, the 
besides Tyred smd Voralb^ the secret ertiolee oonltiihied etipulatioiis 
ox Biohstadt) sod verious still more humEktmg. By them it 
less^ lordshi|)k in Germany ; to the was provided, that Ahatria was tS> pay 
latter, the five towns of the Danube, a contribution of forty million francs, 
part of the Brisgau, and several other or £1,600,000, in adaition to nearly 
fiefa Baden acquired the remainder an equal sum already levied by the 
of the Brisgau, with the Oitenau lind ^ren^ authorities in the conqupred 
town of Constance, Ip e^tchonge for provinces, and the loss of all the miU- 
Bo many sacrifices, Austi-ia merely re< taiy stores and magazines which had 
oeived the small electonite of Saiz- fallen into their hands, which were 
boui'g and the possessions of the Teu- either sent off to France or sold tor be* 
tonic Order, which, fi*om their diaper- hoof of that power. But her govern* 
simi in clifforent states, were little ment judged wisely that idl these 
more than a nominid acquisition. But losses, how serious soever, one 

what was of still greater importance, day be repaired, if the nudeus of the 
the Emperor Francis was forced to en- army were preserved entire; sad 
gage ** to throw no obstacles in the therefore they redeemed, at a heavy 
way, either as chief of the empire, or ransom, tn virtue of peimission con- 
as co-sovereign, of any acta which, in tained in the secret antiebs of the 
their character of sovereigns, the Kings treaty, a large portion of stores and ar- 
of Bavaria or ytirtemhcig or the Elec* tillery which had become the booty of 
tor of Baden might think proper to the victor, and in secret i-esolved to ez- 
adopt,” — a clause which, by providing ert all their efforts to rejwiir in silence 
for the indepeitdent authority of tlieir the military stiwngth of the monarchy, 
infant kingdoms, virtually dissolved It is this system, firmly resolved on 
the Germanic empire. The counter- and steadily esecuted, W'hlch has en- 
stipulations wire entirely illuso|y : abled them to rise superior to all their 
Napolconguarariteed,jointly with Aus- z'everses, which has brought them tri- 
tria, the independence of tlte Helvetic umphant through all the dinasters of 
confederacy, which he held in chains ; the war, and oblitera^^ed the effect of 
and lhat of thevBatavian republic, a series of defeats which •would have 
which he already destined as a separate prostrated the strength of any other 
appanage for his brother Louis.* people — a memorable example of the 

* The chanj^'fia xnade by this treaty vpcro as follows : — 



Topuiaiion. 

Kquarr 

&«m)an M<l«a. 

Id Plonu* 

Atifitria lost 

. 2,975,620 ‘ 

1,417 

17,075,000 

bhe received 

. , 271,000 

86 

2,000, CM)0 

Clear loss. . 

2,704.C2(k 4‘ 

1,331 

14,175,000 

Bavaria gained . 
Wttrtembcrg gcunod 

C&\000 

182.400 

526 

53 

3,490.000 

691,000 

Baden gained . 

343.620 

54 

508,000 

The SJngdom of I taly 

gained 1,856,000 

711 

10,000,000 


Besld|Mihiii^ theiaima dra^ a from Austrlii in contributions and fram ilie sale of the vast 
wnrlike msgarinos which fell into the hands of the French, amounted m 65,0(^,000 franca 
or £3,5OO,O0O.<--HAni>KNJ&&iiO, ix. 472^ and BiCmon, v. 32. 

After tbk aoeesaion of territory, the newly-erected states stood an follows :~ 

• . Square aeventte. 

Fopulattoa. Attoj- Oerman AftWa. In Fiorina. 

Bavarfft, , . 3;250,000 60,000 1,T«0 23,000,000 

'WUrtenibeiK; . a,X34»000 €0,000^ 346 8.000,000 

Baden. . . . 560,000 10,000 260 6,000.000 

But Austria retained 24,000,000 280*000 10.036 110,000,000 

Bavaria by this mms was rendered as powerful as Pniesiii was at the accession of the 
Clreat Frederick.'-'HannKfmsKO, lx. 472, 474, Jpp. and 23, 24 ; and 8teU. des £taU Aviri- 
cAitns, par It Babox hicnrSMSTBUr. 
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vast efifeot of pei^yaranee ia 
a^rs, and mkaisr itt vMtk iiofta 

as 

Uantaoquirftmottta>l>Qt obtain tho dual 
mastozy over ike gz^est eSbrU of 
tfansitory paasion* 

It k evident, from the statistic 
oal deta^ givah in the preceding note^ 
that Napoleon had no intention, by 
the peace 3?ressbuTg, of totally over- 
thronvingthe Anatrian ihoneft^hy. He 
wished only to throw its sU^ngth to 
the dastward, and pment it from 
coming in contact with, or feeling 
joalousy it^ hift acquisitions in Italy or 
Germany. He proposed to interpose 
a bankr of subordinate kingdoms, de- 
pendant on France, between his em- 
pire and the Hereditwy Shltes the 
kingdom of Italy to the south of the 
Alps, Uiosa of Bavaria and Wuitem- 
herg to the north of these mountains. 
Talleyrand, improving upon this idea, 
wont so far a« to propose the cession 
to Austria of the provinces of Wallachia 
and Moldavia, as the meiuis of giving 
them the command of the Danube, iu- 
aiicing them to extend themselves to 
the oiwitward, and thi'owiiig a perpetual 
bone of contention between the cabi- 
nets of Vienna and St Petersburg. But 
Napoleon deemed this too hazardous 
for immediate execution, as precluding 
ail hope of accommodation with Hus- 
sia, witli which he was extremely (^e«. 
sirous of concluding a treaty, with a 
view’ to turning hk undivided force 
against England » 

160, This ti^aty was immediately 
followed by a measure hitherto unpre- 
cedented in European histoiy — 
prououucing a sentence of detlu'one* 
ment against an independent sove- 
reign, for no other cause than hk hav- 
ing contemplated hostilities against the 
French Emperor. On the 26th De- 
cember, a menacing proclamation pro- 
ceeded from Preasbuig, in the 37th 
bulletin, wliich evidently bore marks 
of Nttpoleonk composition, agaiqst the. 
house of Naples. The conmiefor ad- 
nouueed, that Marshal St Qyr wo^tld 
advance by rapid strides to Naples, 
to punkh tlie treason of a criminal 
queen, and precipitate her from the 


thf^a Wo have |>ardoned that in- 
fattuited l^ing, who thrice has done 
everythit^ to rmn himself. Shall we 
pardon him a font^h time f Bhsll we 
a fourth time trust a^oourt ' without 
iaith, without hoaonr, without reason? 
— No 1 dynatty of 1^0plt9 haa ctmed 

k rrtyn— its existence k incompatible 
wflh the repose of Europe a^ the 
honour of my prown.^' St Gyr imme- 
diately received orders to imuch, in 
order to cany this decree into execu- 
tioa Such was the drst of those sen- 
tences of dethionemeut which Napo- 
leon afterwards pronotinoed against 
many of the European mouarchs, which 
substituted his own family for the an- 
cient possessors in so many of the ad- 
joining thrones, and ultimately, by a 
just retribution, overtumed his own, 
16r. This extraordinarj^ severity to- 
wards a monarch who only medi- 
tating hostilities agaiufft the 
Emperor, and had certainly done 
injury to his dominions than any Euro- 
pean dynasty, was one the most un- 
juRUfiable acts of that i^ekntless otm- 
queror, and at the same time descrip- 
tive of that mixture ef boldness and 
prudence by which his smbitious caiter- 
prises w'ero always regulated. Let the 
case be put as the French themselves 
stated it The ambassador of Naples 
at Paris, acting under the authority of 
his cabinet, with the dagger at their 
throat, and under the threat of iuftne- 
diute invasion, had agreed, on the 21st 
September, to a treaty of neutrality, 
which was ratified by the court, under 
the like qaenacea, on the $th October. 
The arrival of the Russian and English 
^squadron in the bay of Naples, six 
weeks afterwards, liberated them from 
their apprehensions, and the cabinet 
was preparing to violate the former 
treaty, and join in the coalition against 
France. Such a depai’ture from na- 
tional faith was dishonourable : it was 
a fair ground for hjjstiiity, and might 
have justified exactions of considerable 
magnitudel but was it a sufficient lea- 
sozi for dethronement? That is the 
point; and if it is, what European 
dynasty has not, fifty times over, justly 
provoked this severity? How often, 
on this prinoixfie, hae Napoleon himself 



140 


HISTORY OF ETJROW. 


[cjhap. xt. 


4e»«rV)0d ihit P«OaHy for harhig vio* 
kted iolemti treaties, i^ben it suited 
his.os^n convetiiettoe, almost before the 
ink vith which they were signed was 
diy f And w&t excuse is to be made 
ifor the revolutionary government of 
France, which so oft^ sent its aimies 
into the actjoining states, to proclaim 
war to the palace and peace to the tot- 
tage, and everywheWf rouse, by its 
emissaries and proclamations, the de- 
mocratic authorities to break through 
an former national engagements, upon 
^ principle that treaties made by 
despots con never bind the emanci- 
sons of freedom ? But this has 
in ewry age Jjeeu iiie system of the 
revolutionary party. None so loud as 
they are in the condemnation of the 
principles, when acted on by otliers, 
on which their own entire previous 
conduct had* been founded. 

152. In fact, however, this unprece- 
dented act of dethroning an independent 
sovereign, merely because be was making 
preptarations for hostilities contrary to 
a subsisting treaty, was instigatad by 
a different motive. Already Napoleon 
had formed tha^secret design of encir- 
cling France v4th a girdle, not of affi- 
liated republics, but of subsidiary 
crowns, and of placing on all the neigh- 
bouring thrones the members of his 
own family. He began with Naples, 
because its inhabitants were the most 
nn^arlike, and therefore the least like- 
ly to offer any resistance to the change ; 
and because an unerring instinct led 
him to regard as enemies every mem- 
ber of the Bourbon family,^ wherever 
situated. Subsequent insUnces of the 


a^exmtimied triumph^Fi^cesslon. On 
the 22th Oecembeir he annoimoed the 
cdhclusioh of |>eaee to hie soldiers,^ 
and at the same time complimented 
the burgher guard of Vienna on their 
exemplary conduct during the occupa- 
tion of their capital by hie troops, and, 
as a mark of has esteem^ nsitored to 
jgthem the city arsenal, eonWniiig^ W 
sides its arms, a number of standards 
taken in the wars with the Turks. He 
could weh affoi'd to be generous ; the 
public arsenal had yielded to him two 
thousand pieces of cannon, which were 
already far advanced on’ their road to 
France. He arrived at Munich on the 
31st Decembei'; and on the day fol- 
loiving appeared the proclamatton in 
which he announced to the enmptured 
inhabitarfts the elevation of the Elec- 
tor to the royal dignity. Thesre also 
he* w’as met by the Empi’ess Josephine : 
a succession of fetes of imprecedented 
splendour succeeded, in the course of 
which Eugene Bi^auharnais, as the de- 
served reward of valour, probity, and 
glory, recHUved the hand of the Prin- 
cess Augusta, daughter of the King of 
Bavaria At the same time the grand- 
son of the Elector of Baden was mar- 
ried to Stephanie Beaubaiuai^^ ai:lo]>ied 
daughter of the French Emperor. On 
this occasion Napoleon, in default of 
his own lawful issue, called Eugene 
Beauhamais to the succession of the 
throne of Italy. The formation of h 
common system of eoiigiomemtion wa* 
at the same time announced to tlie 
STUote in these terms : ** We iw<*rve 
to ourselves the powder to make known 

Peace has just been signed with the 


rapacious policy will occur in the! Emperor of Austria. You Im^^c in the Ia.^t 


1 of Holland, Spain, and the king- 
dom of Wofttphalia, constituted out of 
the spoils of Prussia. And without a 
constant reference to this grand ob- 
ject, it is impossible to explain the ex- 
traordinary rigour which he uniformly 
manifested towarc^ the inconsiderable 
states in his vicinity, and tbe compa- 
rative lenity evinc+ d to thd great mili- 
tary monarchies whose hostilities had 
always been as implacable as they were 
formidable. 

1 63. The remaining career of Napo- 
leon during this memorable year was 


autiirnn mEule two campaigns — you have seen 
yotir Emperor ahare your dnugevH and your 
fatigues— I wish also tiuit you shfuild see 
him auiToutided with thogruuficuraud splen- 
dour whioii belong tr> the Bovereign r>f the 
first people in the universe. You shall all be 
there— we will celebrate the memory of tliosu 
who have died in these two campaigns on the 
field of honour — the world, shaU ever see u# 
ready to follow' thoir example, or to do even 
more than we have hitherto accomplished, 
l|, necessary, to vindicate our national hon- 
our, to rerist the efforts of those who give 
war to the seductions of the etemiil enemies 
of tboContiu&at” Almr^rt. betbre the can 
non of Austcrlitz had ceased to sound, Na- 
poleon was contemplating a Frussioii war 
Biusiom, V. 41. 
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by ulter^plr , th^ bo&dir* 

which wt ' 
our own i&tes 

in alliimce wi& ihh 3%?s||Sh nmpir^ 
which, an depending on a (Jo^nmou in- 
terest, absolntely require a common 
tie/’ Fhially, a nntidred days after the 
army hadi progsed the Khipe at Straas- 
bnrg, the Bmpwr reclhossed that river^ 
at the same place, and prc^eeeded by 
rapid jounieys, nuder triumphal arches, 
amidst applauding multitudes, to Paris, 
where he arriTed on the 25th January. 
A. hundred days \ unparalleled in the 
past histoiy of Europe for the magni- 
tude and fi^endopr of the events which 
they embraced ; during which had oc- 
curred the capitulation of Ulm, the 
ti'iumph of Austerlitz, the shock of 
Trafalgar ; but d<jstined to be eclipsed 
by another hundred days, in futm'e 
times, fraught with still more momen- 
tous occurrences, thi recollection of 
wduch will endure till time itself shall 
be no more.* 

154. The campaign of Austerlitz is 
the most remarkable, in amilitary point 
of view, which the history of the war 
olTorded. In no other year were events 
of such magnitude crowded together, 
nor had achievements so vast rewarded 
the combinations of genius. When wo 
recollect that in the beginning of Sep- 
tember theFrencharmy was still canton- 
ed on the heights of Boulogne, and that 
by the first week of December Vienna 
was taken, and the strength of Austt^a 
and Russia finally prostrated in the 
heart of Moravia, we are lt>8t in as- 
tonishment at the magnitude of the 
successes gained, and the celerity with 
whicli niiu was brought on the coaler*- 
ced powei-g. The march across France 
and (Jermany, the enveloping of Mack, 
the advance to Vienna, the thunder- 
bolt of Austerlitz, were all concluded 
in less than four mouths ! In the fimt 
epoch of the war, Austria struggled for 
six years in doubtful bc»stility against 

^ Ttio public authorities had prepared a 
magnillccur. reception fur Nai>olcon, Jtiut he 
disappomit d them by entenng Paris in thte 
night, unattended by awy escort. He had 
previously seoitlie forty-nvcimuiciardstaROu 
at Austerlitz to the senate, who deposited 
them with extraordinary pomp in the halls 
of the Luxembourg. u. 309. 


fhe Be|mblic: in the second, idm 
thought it to the |»rhdt of nun, and 
onily yielded, desperate fdsrife of 
four years, to the ardeut genius^of Na- 
poleon, end the scientific combinations 
of Moreau ; but in the third she was 
utterly prostrated, though su|>ported 
by all the might of Russia, under 
Aldstonder in person, in two months 
after her troops first came into collision 
with those of A'anoe t The extent of 
these triumphs, great as it is^ is less 
Bui-priaing than their oeletity ^ and we 
are naturally led to ask where, in these 
disastrous days, were the heroes who 
so long arrested the arms of Napoleon 
under the walls of Mantua, and drove 
the troops of the Dii%oloiy, at the 
point of the bayonet, from me banks 
of the Adige to the shores of the Vsr ? 
Blunders undoubtedly were commit- 
ted ; misfortunes occurred ; but they 
were not peculiar to thi^ season or this 
campaign ; and in the long records df 
Imperil fatuity, parallels are iK>t 
wanting to the advance' to IJlm, or the 
flank march of Austerlitz. ^hat was 
it, then, which made those fobs steps 
ft>r the fiiwt time in E^^opean histoiy 
irretrievable, and ren<ysred errors in 
tactics the cause, not of the loss of 
towns or the retreat of armies, but erf 
the overthrow of eiqpires and the die* 
solution of coufederacies i 

155. This astonishing result was 
doubtless, in some degree, owing to the 
French Emperor having now for the 
first time chosen as the theatre of war 
the valley of the Danube, the natural 
avenue to the Hereditary States, the 
line wher^ neither fortresses uormoun- 
ttains impedes! his march, and where a 
great navigable river constantly fur- 
nished the means of transport for the 
supplies of his army. In former wars 
the coutost lay in corners of the em- 
pire ; in the plains of Flanders, among 
the fortresses of Italy, or the ridges of 
the Alps; and a disaster, however 
great, led only to thb loss of tlie im- 
mediate theatre of combat. But in 
the present, all these minor objects 
were relinquished, and the xnain 
strength of the invader was concen- 
trated in the diract road from Paris to 
Vienna. By a singular in&tuaHon, 
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withwliicjli tlie Archduke Charles is <auch eiroum8taltee«.ww advance 
no ways ehai^able, as he had dearly with such fim|a in |us near was im* 
pointed out the |an|^r, the Aulb pcssiWe r retreat was Hie drat step to 
OonnSil had lelt fclm avenue to- perdition. Vast as the forces of i<rkx<^ 
tally deCehcekid ; and while ti^ey sent wei’e at the comm^oemsni of Hie 
Hie of their forces under their campaign; they were fairly overmatch- 
best commander, to the Itdian plains, ed by the handed strsofftn of Europe : 
on tHiioh side the empire was already great as the talents of Kapoleon were, 
protected by Hie fortified line of ^;ho his daring stroke at the vitals of hie 
Adige and the ridges of the Alps, they enemies hed brought him into asitua 
intrusted the defence 6i the shores of tion from whenceHeatricationi save by 
the Danube, though threatened by their imprudence, was imposeihle, 
htepoleon in |)erson, to an inferior They had nothing to do but retreat 
army, under the guidance of an inex- towards Poland or Hungary, and the 
perienced leader. The ruinous effects invader must, to all human appear- 
of this error became manifest, not ance, have been enveloped and de- 
baly in the magnitude of the disasters sti’Oyed, To hazard a battle when such 
which were in« aired, but in the iri'e- chances were accumulating against 
trieyable consequences with which him, after the experience they had 
they were attended Like a skirful had of the prowess of hie troops, ap- 
player at chess, Napoleon struck at the pears such an act of imprudence, that 
heart of his* adversaries’ power while ont is almost tempt©<l to believe that 
they were accumulating forces round Providence, as pkrt of its great design 
his extremities : and when he held for the government of human affairs, 
Vienna in his grasp, and struck them had struck the allied chiefs with judi- 
to the earth atM.usterlitz, the army of cial blindness, in order that the mighty 
the Archduke Charles, equal in nurn- drama might end in a deeper tragedy*-* 
bem to his own, was uselessly employ- a still more righteous and fearful re- 
ed in traveraij^ the defiles of the tribution. 

RUffitian Alps, ^ 1 57. But though this rapid advance 

156. This extraoixlinary success, to the heart of the empire was one of 
however, was not gained without pro- the immediate causes oi Uie extraordi- 
portiouate ri.sk ; a^id it was evident, nary conquests of the French Emperor, 
even to the most supei’ficial ob.server, yet it was by no means the principal ; 
that the imprudence of the Allies in and though perhaps hia triumphs might 
giving battle at Austerlitz had exh’i- not have been so rapid, the result would 
oattid Napoleon from the moat peril- pfobably have been the same under a 
ods situation in which he had stood more cautioiis system, although he had 
since the commencement of his career, chosen any other theatre for the contest. 
At Marengo, Italy only was at stake, was the astonishing incretise in tho 
and his retreat, in cfu^e of ^i^oster, was ' lUilitarypower of France during the five 
secure by the St Gothard and the St*} 1 ‘ar 8 which had elapsed since the ter- 
Bemard : at Carapo Formio, the prin- minatiou of ho.stUities, which W’as the 
cipal array of France was still unpo- principal cause of the rapid overthrow of 
gaged, and Moreau with a vast force the Austrian povvor. Napoleon poured 
was ja^eparing to advaupe to his sup- down the valley of the Danube with a 
port through southern Germany, But hundred and eighty thousand men, while 
before the battle of Auaterlitz his last Massena fronted the Archduke Charles 
reserves had arrived: the Archduke in Itiily \rith twice the numbei*8 which 
Charles, with eighty thousand men, fought the battle of Marengo. Forces so 
was menacing one fiank, whUe Prussia, vast had never before been brought into 
with an equal force, was preparing to a©tion*nt any period of the vrar* Nor 
descend upon another, md the Empe- wa^ this display merely an ephemeral 
ror of Russia was in his front with a effort; it was from an armed body of 
host hourly increasing and already six hundred thousand men that France 
nearly equal to his own. Delay in maintained the contest, and she was car 
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pable tbem on foob for aci 

inde^nlte It ii^ 

evident^ upoi^ tibe oonmooeoXQotit of 
boBtilitieil, tKat her miUtary, power had 
increased more during five yeare of 
peace than nine of previous warfare; 
and tlut Austria, nearly a match 
aiugle-handod for her ancient rival 
when she laid down her arms, was 
totally unequal to the conteat when* 
she reaumed them. It 

153. This great change ispne of the 
most remarhahle tranai^ons of the war, 
and more descriptive than any other 
which occuiTed, of that profound and 
unceasing system of militaiy aggran- 
disement which formed the leading fea- 
ture in the foreign policy of Napoleon. 
When he sheathed his victorious sword 
at the peace of Lundville, n;^deratiou 
and equity breathed in all his procla- 
mations, and he professexl the most 
anxious desii'e to cultivate only the 
arts of peace. But in the midst of 
these professions, and while the Con- 
tinent was in a state of profound tran- 
quillity, he w«s silently but incessantly 
fiugmenting his warlihe resources, in- 
ireasing his levies, diecipliuing his 
forccis, new-modolUng his nrmy, incor- 
porating all lesser statps with his do- 
minions ; and the fruit of these per- 
petual pacific advances appeared in the 
most decisive manner on the resump- 
tion of hostilities, when he was enabled 
at once to beat down powere which had 
pi'eviously waged a long and doubtful 
war with the Hcpublic. It was on this 
]winciple that his conduct was inva- 
riably founded : every Bu«i)€nsion ^f 
warfare w'as employed only in tlio pre- 
pai’atiun of additional military forccf, 
or in the annexation of some minor 
^tate to bis dominions ; and he never 

* Strcugtli or tho Froiich ariuy iu August 


Troops of the Hue, * . S41,000 

Ijight iufuutry, . , , 100, 130 

laght horse 00,554 

Heavy hotjsc, or of the lino, . 10,944 

Artinery, . , . . 40,480 

Engineers 900 

ilendarrncrict, , . . )^,091v 

Imponal Guard, , . , 8,500 


Besides the Coast-guard, 

100, OOO strong, . . 590,908 

— PEtJCUET, 570. 


appeared so terrible os when he first 
came to a ruptore with the powers with 
whom he had i^n%a^ted the closest tl* 
llances, and been ilon^t on terns of 
the greatest apparent cordiality. fi^vO 
years of Continental peace IbUowed the 
treaty of LundviAe; out a hundred end 
eighty thousand men sprang up, aaif by 
eu^antment, to follow the ataisdards 
of Napoleon on its termination. 
yeflue of neutrality or alliance with the 
cabinet of Berlin ensued after the treaty 
of B^e ; but at once he struck the.Bt|tfK 
fiian monarchy to the earth, whe^ at 
last she took up anna to resist h^ ag^ 
gressions. For twelve years Spain la& 
her treasures and resources athis fiseif 
but he rewai'ded that fi<biUty by the de- 
thronement of her sovar^gn Snd 
seizure of her dominlona He profi^ 
ed eternal friendship to Alaxandflfi at 
Tilsit; but during the ^ve years of 
alliance which followed, he was pre- 
paring the five hundred thousand 
riors whom he afterwatds led towma 
the Kremlin. i 

159. It u the perception of this »n- 
(It'viating policy, and of the enormous 
additions which ereiy inteiwal pf peace 
made to his warlike Strength, which 
forms the true and uifauswerable vin- 
dication of the conduct of the Britudii 
cabinet throughout the straggle. ITiat 
he had from the vefy first marked out 
England for destruction, he has told 
u« himself, and proved by every part 
of his conduct To what advantage he 
could turn the shortest brcKithing-time 
in warfare, even on that element where 
his power was weakest, is demonstrated 
by the voist increase which shown 
,to have biken place in the French ma- 
rine ou the breaking out of hostilities — 
an increase which, compared with its 
situation at the peace of Amiens^ is a 
more signal instance of waihke resur- 
rection than even the victories of Uim 
and Austih’litz. Had any one predict- 
ed in 1 800 that, before five years had 
elapsed, Napoleon vwas to have the 
means 6f assembling seven ty sail of the 
line in the Channel, and actually to 
combat Nelson with a force superior 
to the greatest fleet England could fit 
out, he would have been deemed much 
less worthy of credit, than if he had 
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foretold at the eame period Aue* toll, for deficieaijJ^ of mtuabetai that we 
tt4a to be proatrated in a einigle see maintaSumg a loBg; dbuMfoh aud 
cavapaiga^ . Peace wa« impossible with desperate etdfe^ we Wiold a m 
aAepemy actuated by a principle, conqueror, wbojae power waa 4i*ml8t. 
and bapwe ;<]^duming to such account ible, sweeping over the earth with the 
every iptetlidission ol war. Andthei'e- r^dity of Scythian war. la the re- 
cult hhs abundantly proved the justice suits of this camj^ign Were evinced 
cl these views. For while the military more than the military talents of the 
stresagth of France arose moi’e terrible coneral ; the previous preparations of 
alter evcfry pacification on the Conti- the Emperor, the deeply-matui’ed com* 
nent of Europe, her nafal power, thus binations of the itatesman, produced 
wonderfully recruited during the peace their natural results. He did not now 
ol A>miens, never recovered the uii- tahe the field with a force which left 
broken wa^are which followed the dis- anything to chance ; he ap|>eared with 
aster of Trafalgar. such a host almost made him the 

IdO. Doubtless tfai^bilitiee displayed master of fate; and the fruit of five 
by Napoleon during this campaign were years* pacific preparation appeal^ in 
of the very highest order. The secresy the reduction of the conte^ to a dea- 
and rapidity of the march of so vast a perate strife of a few months' duration, 
body of troops across IVance ; the se- 161. Great, however, as Were the abi- 
micircular sweep by which they inter- lifeies, and unbounded the resources of 
posed between Mack and the Heredi- the French Emperor in this memorable 
tary States, and compelled the surren- campaign, it waft not to them alone 
der of that unhappy chief with half his that ho was indebted for its unjmral' 
army ; the precision with which nearly leled triumphs. The errow of the Aus- 
two hundred thousand men, converg- trians, the infatuation of the allied cabl- 
ing from the shores of the Channel, nets, had their full share in the general 
the coast of Brest, the marshes of Hoi- result Untaught by the disasters of 
land, and the bi^ks of the Elbe, were Marengo and Hohentinden, the Aulic 
made to arrive^ each at the time ap- Council rushed inconsiderately into 
pointed around the ramparts of Ulm; the field; and, leaving the Archduke 
the sw'ift advance on Vienna ; the sub- Charles with eighty thousand in Italy, 
sequent fan-like dispersion of the army to combat an inferior enemy, they ex- 
to ove»’awe the Hereditary States; their posed Mack, with seventy thousand, to 
sudden concentration for the decisive the shock of Napoleon at the head of 
fight at Austerlite ; the skill displayed a hundred and eighty thousand men, 
in that contest itself, and the admh’able in^the valley of the Danube. When 
account to which he turned the fatal that ill-fated commander found himself 
cross-march of the allied sovereigns, are 
so many proofs of military ability never 
exceeded even in the annals ftf hia pre- 
vious triumphs. At the same time, it 
is not to be imagined that the difi'iT- ing with his whole forces u|>ou the 
enoe in the magnitude of the results enemy behind him, or retiring by the 
whiohi ww obtained is to be consider- only road which was yet ojwfn to the 
ed m the meaifure of the talent dis- mountains of the Tyrol, be remained 
played in this os compared with other for ten days jjamlysed at Ulm, sending 
campaigns. It W'as the immensity of nut detachments, first in one direction, 
the force now at the dispcmal of the then in another, all of which met with 
French Emperor, Und the incompar- superior forces and were defeated'; 
able discipline end organisation which thereby both breaking down the spirit 
it had obtained while encamped on the of his Hiwn troops, and giving the in* 
shore* of the Channel, which was the vac^er time to envelop with his im- 
pnncipal <^use of the difiTerenoe. It is mense masses their fortified position, 
no longer a general supplying by coi^ In vain had the foresight of the Arch- 
■ummate ialente, as at Areola and Ki- duke Charles, at the close of the pre* 


cut ofi* from his line of communication 
with Vienna by the interposition of 
liemadotte in bis rear, instead of in- 
kSkiiitly taking a decisive part-, and fall- 
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nediiig tli« of lAttng oq all iBldas; irlioq the'Arcbduko 

iTlm^jisb a Charles, with ei|^ty thotmqd uodk' 

abk of biddiqg dofiaaoia to, ihOd atop^ coqtag^d rdiormia, wiw aight of 
piqg tbo of^i tho gmteat iq- th« oteoplet of iYkqqa, aijud FrqBsia, 

viiding ibriste : the insprovideqoo of the with aq eqtial number, ifri|Bi |irepariiig 
Aulic Ooqh^il, by providing no maga* to deeeeud upon the Oafmbe; lrhen, .by 
zincs 'wittoki its -walk, had rendered simply ^treatin^L«qd d^iwiag the 
these prejiarations of no avail ; and my on, with ^uch formidable ai^miee in 
Mack found hlm»^, after a week’s hisgear, the Allies must inevitably have 
blockade, reduced to the necessity of" led him to destruction, or driven him 
feeding on bor^Reeh, and ultimately to a disastrous kireat, their ilbjuc^jed 
capitulating, with thirty thc^and of confidence impelled them prematqrf|y 
the best troops of the monarchy. into action, and ^eir rash dank-march, 
162* When the mpid advance of Na- in presence of such a general and mt«h 
j>okoii towaivk Vienna threatened to an army, enabled him to gain a deci- 
separate the Ki,isuian forces from the sive victory when on the verge of do* 
retreating columns of the Archduke struction.* 

Charles, and everything depended on 163. But most of allsifl f^ssk ah- 
tlie destructron of the bridge of the swerable for the disasters of this 
capital, the credulous simplifitty of the paigo. She was clearly warned of heir 
officer in command at that important <langer : Mr Pitt had prefigured it to 
station delivered it unscathed into Nia- her in colours brighter. than the light* 
poleon’a hands, and gaw him the means The violation of the territory of Atw*^^ 
i)f iuter]>oMi,rig safely between their con- pach had demonstrated jn what maq-* 
verging anniea, and striking ti'emen- ner she was i*egarfled by the conqueror^ 
dous blow's from his centml position, that Ke contemned he» menaces, de- 
fii'st on the one bank and then on the spised her power, and reserved for he^ 
(►ther. When the Allies were reduced oni) the melancholy privilege of beihj^ 
to their last throw on the jdains of ladt devoured. Then w'as the time to 
Moravia; when eveiything eaunselled have taken a decisive ^art — ^then was 
a cautious policy, and forces capable of the moment to have made amends for 
anniliilatingthe invaders wore accumu- the vacillation of ten years, and, hy a 

* Til H memoir presented to thfc British m.uidofbothbanke, an^ exposed Kutusoff to 
^''overiiment by ihc cabinet of Vienna, after amninoutdHugerof being out ofifanddestTW- 
tlie peace ol Pressburif, the di«aetore of the ed before heeouid eflbct a junctioii with the 
cttinpidifu were a»K'-nbcd,— l To the lailure rot(er>osuudeTDuxbowdeu. — ^H aao. vlii 611. 

• tji the part of the .alUed powers to roalis^ There can h& no doubt that these causes 
m the north of Gernmuy, those promised dv "nil wmspired to bring aliout the euoniKAis 
\cr8ion« which mifsht have prevented Na- cai.im;t)eB of the cam{iai|pi> without 

IH>leou from uccu inn lattiiff his whole force disputing their iufliionce, and fully rtdflolttlug 
in that country, and especially that in th# the ruinous eflhcts of the iudectsion of Mack, 
electorate of if anover. afiamst the Austnau and the want of foresight of the AuUc Coun- 
iorces on the Dabnbc 2. To the unexpected cil in not Inking provided adequate lUaga* 
violation of the territory of Anspach, whicl§ jines either at Him or in Moravia, it tnu«t 
compelled th»; AuHir.au army ciUier to fall yet. in common fainiesa.be admitted. thSt 
back upon the lun. or see itself cut off from PruHsia and Kuglaud had an equal aliaars in 
Its base of operatiouR 3, .To the fault of brlngirip about the common calamiUes. The 
General Muck, wiio. instead uf adopting tho vacillation of the foriiior]K>werlVo!n thsfivst 
lormer alternative, and retiring to form a paralyecd both Ilussia aud BngUmd J ths Ibf- 
junction with Kutusoff lu tho Horeditarv mer, by deUining thtjse forces long in Po- 
States, remained immovable on tho 11 er till laud which, earlier advanced, might have 
ho was surrounded by sujxirior forces. 4 To changed the fate of the campaign ; the latter, 
the delay experieuced iu tho march of the by pre.veuthig, frinn the dread of irriuting 
second Eussiau army, for the purjurse of so weighty a imwer, thq^ie important opew- 
watching the prejiarationsof Priissia, which, tions in the north of Germany, w'btcU would 
until her iutentmus were fixed by tho Km* so materially have relieved the overwholm*- 
jiaror Alexander in fieiurm. detained H%bov% iug pressure of NarKileon ou the 
a nionth in observation on the Polislifroutiqr. Hauover was the ili-gotten sp^l ^kwm -at 
To iheneghgencoofOonnt AuerslvergUitibt that critical moment tied up the luiinda^ 
destroying the bridge over tAie thumbe at Vi- Prussia, and brought ou her the catoiwopne 
euna. vrhich at ones gave the Frenob the cum- of Jena and Tdoti 
vor*. VI. K 
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oordiij union Auatria aud Buseda, Hhe task wero assemblod Uxoir corn- 
put « dual stop to the ppogrsss of the maud :;BisiMitsr had «t i^ught 
enemy. Ko one om, doubt that, if Uiem ndsdom : the pr«^0e 
she had done so, mdx urould ha^e.been mou daioger hid at that at 

the xesulh Jk . simple dedsPation of least extinguished ihdrj«^e|^^ Fo^ 
war would hate fanested the docUive the fbrst time since the eot|p!||di0em 
march of Bemadotte into ^e rear of of the war, Austria and 1Ms|ia stood 
Mack; allowed time for the army of forth, backed by Eussia, for the fight, 
the latter to have retired to the l|m ; and five hundred ^ thousand veterans, 
permitted the Bussians to join the un- led by their soverdfus in person, were 
broken strength of the Austrian mon- prepared to roll badk to the Rhine 
srchy ; and compelled Napoleon, ixuitead tide of Gallio invasion. The princi|de& 
of a menacing offensive with superior, of the coalition were as just as its forces 
to have commenced a cautious defen- were immense ; and the powers who 
Five with inferior forces. When the had suffered^ so much from French 
boiindless calamities which such a de- ambition, were bound by a secret oom- 
termination would, to all human ap- pact neither to attempt any conquest 
poarance, havW prevented to Europe on its original territory, nor to inter* 
are considered, it is impossible nut to fere in the internal fratne of its govem- 
be filled wilh the most poignant regret ment. Restitution of what it had reft 
at the temporising policy which occa* from others, security agfiinat its aggrew- 
sioned their* continuance, or to avoid sisns in future, alone were to be in* 
the feeling, fjbat as to Prussia more siated on.t * 
than any other power these misfor- 165. To say that tliia great and 
tunes had been owing, so it was a most equitable conft^eracy was unsncceselul 
righteous dispensation which made — that its fortunes were shaken at Ulm, 
them fall more heavily on her than on thrown down at Austerlitz~->is no im- 
any of the states which had bravely peacbment whatever, cither of the 
struggled to avyrt them. Well might justice of its principles or the wisdom 
Nopoleon havq said with the Roman of its general combinations. Mr Pitt 
annalist — Nec aliud adversus valijis- necessarily intrusted the execution of 
simas gentes pro nobis utiUus, quam its details to the allied sovereigns or 
quod in non consulunt. their generals, and it was by them that 

Barus duabus tribusve civitatibus ad the fatal errors were committed. No 
propidsandum commune periculum foresight on his part could have pre- 
coBventus : ita, dum singuli puguant, vented the inconsiderate advance to 
universi vincuntur.”* Pirn, or the niinons cross-march at 

164. In fact, Ihe forces which Mr AusterlitK — no efforts that he could 
Pitt had now arrayed for this last and make —and he spared none— were able 
decisive struggle against France were Bring Prussia at the critical moment 
of the most formidable dibeription ; into the field. The vulgar, in all ages, 
and the success with which he hack are governed merely by tlie result, and 
triiimphedoveroll the jealousies ct the awai d praise or censure according as 
European powers, is the brightest page victory is won or lost; but it is the 
in his diplomatic cai'cer. After repeat- noblest province and first duty of his- 
ed failure, the great work was at tory to separate the accidental from 
length accomplish^ : the Continental the intrinsic, in estimating the merits 
sovereigns were united in a cordial, of human conduct. Judging by this 
league to stop the progress of the con- standard, it will |;ive the highest praise 
queror, and armlls fully adequate to in diplomatic ability to Mr Pitt for the 

» “Nor Miytl-ng b.eo‘n.on, odrao- of confederacy, and tbc 

tageous to u«. in combiitiog the most power- txtmCtion of the jealousies on all sides 
ful nations, th.'vn that they adopt no common wjiich had eb long hindered its con- 
measures. It is rare to see an alliance be- 
tween two or throe states to avert a oommon t See note, lltli January 1805, Mr Pitt to 
danger : thua as they enfrAg^ singly, tlioy HuBsian ambaafiador.— Appendix A, Chap, 
arc all conquered. ‘’—TACiTUa Jpricola, xii. xxxix. 
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6tructicr% imd dleiriwya^iti tli9 lie tried t^e el Bath >, in Tain 
mate fhlt 4^^ re- he i‘etii^ the fatignea 

e«, :l» "W^dng the nf 4^ee i Ida <«inetitnti<m wae worn 
of it will ont ^ thO and ^e anxiety 

oTorl^sIhe diiiwtt*o^ iaane of his which hare |>roT«d to to many 
later opimgn^ and award to him a piurUameitj|ta7 leader^ ^hdi while yet 
higher phoi for hie immortal oondiot hardly adt^anoed hej^nd middle life, 
with n^eiior foro^ in the plaint of he already lelt the weakneea of ^ 
Ohampape, than When tlduhiphing oiy^ U;%cm a frame thna enfeebled, the &- 
the heignta of Anat^litz, or atrlking appointment and anguiah adding from 
down the Pmadan monarchy on the the prostration of the last h^et of 
field of Jena. * Buropean freedom by the de^t of 

) 66. But tbongh great in diplomacy Austerlita, fid! with oteipowering force, 
nnd finance, Mr jntt was little skilled From the time thediaastrotisnewv was 
in military combinations; A more receiTed he hourly declined, and poh'* 
\ igoi^us warlike policy at that period, tical distress accelerated an erept al- 
Ruch m Hr Burke had from the first ready approaching fifomnatarsdcaoeeA 
Ftreimotisly recommended, might haTe His constitution, though yet in middle 
terminated the disasters of the wax*, life, was worn out by InpfsSant ej^ 
England also must take he# share of tiou and overwrmighi eadniemenl In 
tlie common responsihility, not only the intervals of i^st, however, hia 
in haring, in conjunction with Husllia, thoughts were still livetM upon the 
BuggoFtrd the utthapjSy appointment of fortunes of his country.^ After a meb 
Mack to the command, but also, by ancholy sumy 6l the map of Buropsy 
abstaining from all Continental* hosti- he turned aWay,;aayh^, Hettcefirffeh 
lities till the campaign was decided, wo may close mat xnap for half aoeii*; 
haring pcnnifted that aecumttlation of fcury 1**^— ^o little did the greatest lutib 
forco by wViich he was overwhelmed, lect anticipate that general resurreiih 
(irent Britain, secure in her sear^girt on of the principles o| freedom which 
citadel, bad them five bundrij'd thousand even then was begiaring, and ‘which 
men in arms. Had she despatched his own efforts had so laxgdiy contri- 
eigbty thousand of this vast force early buted to produce. At the close of a 
ill the campaign to a decisive point; lingering illness, ii^ich he bore with 
bad her troops marched to the shores the wonted fortitude of his character, 
of Kent when the legions of Napoleon he expired at hishuhseHt PutUsy, near 
broke up fi-om the heights of Boulogne London, on the 28d January 1666^ ex- 
for tho Hbine, and boldly attacked tile claiming with his lafijt breath, ** Alas 1 
enemy in Flanders, the march of the my counrtiyi” not less the viciim of 
troops which cut off the retreat of Mac^ devotion to patriotic duty than if he 
would have been prevented ; and Prus* had been piss^ued through the heart on 
«ia would probably have been deter* tho field tn battle, 
mined, by such a demonstration, lb 168. Thus porkheA at theagedf forty- 
have throw'll her weight into the scale ] seven, while still in the senith of his 
in lime to prevent the subjugation of intellectual powers, William Pitt He 
Kurope. was bom on the 28th May, 1759, and 

1C 7. The dissolution of the gimt early distinguished hiinseif , by his or- 
confederacy, which he had so long dent zeal and uncommon pmficiency 
laboured to consti'uct, and from which in the olassioal languages and mathe' 
bo confidently expacted such impor- matical studicj^ as well as by the 
^juit resuitis, was fatal, however, to the quickness his adt and i*epartee in 
inaster-epirit which had fbrmed ii The society. The name (‘f bis father, the 
( oiwtitutitm of Mr Fitt, long weilkeutci givat Biirl of Chatham, soon procured 
by the fatigues and the excitement Jn* for him a favourable introduction to 
cidont to his situation, sank at length parliament; and at the age of twefi^- 
ujider anguish occasioned by the dis- two he made his first entrance into 
Solution of the confederacy. In vain public lifij as member for the borough 
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of Ainlilejljy, in J»wi«aty 1781. Prom 
the hie jphwera.of epeakiog 

ad remarkabH he took hie 
X>lime as if it had heeh aet apaH for 
him aa a leadtf* of the old Whig party, 
to whloh his father had beloo^edL Qn 
Ae ruptui^ of George the Third with 
the coajition ministry in 1784, the 
aoyereign turned to him as the o*iIy 
man in the country capable of con- 
tending with the fonnidable majority 
which Mr Fox and Lord North then 
diiv»Gted in parliament ; and the ulti- 
mate success yrhioh his talent and in- 
trepidity won for him in that contest, 
gave him the undisputed command of 
government, which continued almost 
vdthout interi option till the time of 
his death, two-and-twenty years after. 

169. Considered with reference to the 
general pnuciples bywhich his conduct 
was regulate, and the constancy with 
which he maintained them through 
adveme fortune, the history of Europe 
has not so great a statesman to exhi- 
bit. Called iifto action at the most 
critical and eventful jieribd in the an- 
nals, not merely of his country, but of 
modem times, h® finnly and nobly ful- 
filled his destiny : placed in the van- 
guard of the conflict between ancient 
freedom and modern democracy, he 
maintained his ground from fimt to 
last^ under circumstances the most ad- 
verse, with unconquerable resolution. 
If the coalitions which he formed were 
repeatedly dissolved, if the projects 
which bt; cherished were frequently 
unfortunate, the genius which had 
planned, the firmness which had exe- 
cuted them, were never subhued ; and 
from every disaster he arose only 
greater and more powerful, till ex- 
hausted nature sank under the strug- 
gle. If the calamities which befell 
Etirope during his administration were 
great, the advantages which accrued to 
his own country wore unbounded ; and 
before he vras called from the helm, 
he had not merely seen its indepen- 
dence sectired by the battle of Trafal- 
gar, but its power and influence raised 
to the veiy highest pitch, by an un- 
precedented aeries tk maritime suc- 
cesses. Victories unexampled in the I 
annals of naml gloiy attended every j 


^riod of hk,0s^r. In tlie midst of 
a despite jwf® Buitjipe, ex- 
tended the colonial empire m ffifgland 
into every quarter of the gldbe ; and 
when the Contlnentflfl natio|^;tEought 
all the entigies of his ootihl^y were 
concentrated on the strogjo^ i^th 
poleon, he found means to atrebih his 
^mighty arms into another hemisphere; 
strike down the throne of Tippoo Solb 
in the heart of Hindustan, and attend 
the British dominion over the wide 
expanse of the Indian peninsula Un- 
der his administration, the revenue, 
trade, and manufactures of Ih^fi^and 
I were doubled, its colonies, and 
I cal strength quadrupled ; and he raised 
I an island in the Atlantic, onbe only a 
! remote province of the Homan empire, 
i to such fp pitch of grandeur aS to be 
enabled to bid deflance to the W'orld 
in^mis. 

170. But these external successes, 
great as they wore, were but a part of 
the lasting benefits of Mr Pittas p>v- 
I emment It was the interior which 
was the scene of his real greatness; 
there the durable monuments of his 
intellect are to be seen. Inheriting 
from bis father, the great Lord Chat- 
ham, a sincere love of freedom ; early 
imbued with liberal principles j th^-* 
strenuous supporter of a relaxation of 
the fettera of trade, financial improve- 
ment, Catholic emancipation, and such 
a practical and equitable system of 
pUrliamentary reform as promised to 
correct the inequalities complained of, 
without injustice to individuals or 
danger to the state, he was at the 
j some time as fully alive to the extreme 
S5sk of legislating precipitattdy on such 
vital subjects, or i^ermitting democra- 
tic ambition, under the name of a de- 
sire of improvement, to agitate the 
public mind at a haxaidous time by 
attempts to remodel the institution 
of society. In the fiirst instance, he 
was rather favourable to the Fi'enoh 
Revolution, and,, unlike Mr Burke, 
yielded only a cold and reluctant as- 
sent tb those who proclaimed its dan- 
gepa He resolutely adhered to bis 
pacific policy ns long as it was possible 
for him to do so ; and it was truly 
said at the time, by those who knew 
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hM bcBt, th4 ww j5%ged into rppo ^5% w, i® me l®i# eEwsfcuaEy 

the 0{>pos®i} it® eniteo^ into the Bnti& 

® tmH of eonoeleCLiiOti® prineiple® into dominiona. With admirahl® fore&ight 
ft duei/* he ^re i^aystem of fin* 

171/ Eht ^hm otto® foroed into the ance adequate to the ^ei^^enoy) and 
conhiot^ Iwt eepoueed it with all the which p^*oyed the mainepring of the 
ardour of hie ohoraoter. Ko sooner, continued, and at length aucceeeful re- 
therhfoi^, did the French Bevolution ei^nce which was opposed to rerolu- 
hecome ungovernable, and it had bei tiouai^ umbition :* with indomitable 
come evident that a general social con- perseverance 1^ rose superior to every 
vulaion was designed, than he threw disaster, and incesflimtly laboured to 
the weight of his influence into the frame, among the discordant and sel- 
opposite scala Though an advocate flsh cabinets of Europe, a cordial 
for a strict neutrality, till the murder league fl^r their common defence, 
of the king had thrown down the Keict to Burke, he, alone of all the 
gauntlet to every established p;ovem- statesmen of his age, finom a com* 
ment, he then espoused it with the paratively early peri^ appreciated 
whole ardour and perseverance of hia the full extent oi the da^er, both 
character, and became the soul of all to the independence of nations and 
the confederacies which, eftiring the the liberty of mankind, whidh wa® 
remainder of his life, were framed^ to threatened by the spread of demo- 
oppoee a barrier to ih^ diffusion of its cratic principles ; and continually in* 
principles and the ravages of its armiea culcated the necessity o? relinquislilm 
The steady friend of freedom, he was every minor object, to unite in guanl- 
oil that very account the resolute oppo- ing against the advances of this new 
nent of democracy —the deadly, be- and tremendous enemy. And the 
cause the unsuspected enemy by whose event has abundantly proved the 
triumphs, in every age, its principles justice of these principles; for while 
have been subverted, and its blessings liberty perished in a^ew months in 
destroyed. When the greatest intel- France, amidst the feAour of revolu- 
locts in Europe were reeling under the tionarj ambition, it steadily grew and 
shock, when the ardeut and philan- flourished iu the British empii*e ; and 
thropic were everyw'here rejoicing iu the forty years whibh immechfttely fob 
the prospects of boundless felicity lowed the commencement of hi$ reeis- 
which the regeneration of society was taoce to democratic ambition, have 
supposed to be opening, when Mr Ffx proved not only the moidi glorious, 
was pronouncing the revolutionary but the freest of its existence, 
constitution of France “the most etu- * 173. Chateaubriand has said, “ That 
pendous monument of political w.V while all other contemporary reputa- 
dom and integrity ever yet meed on tions, ev^yi that of Napoleon, are on 
the basis of public virtue in any ^the decline, the fame of Mr Pitt alone 
or countiy,'* his superior sagacity, f is continually increasing, and seems to 
though only after that of Burke, be* derive ftesh lustre ft'om every vicissi- 
held amid the deceitful blajze the tude of fortune." It is not merely the 
small black cloud which was to cover gi'eatness and tbe constancy of the 
the w'orld with darkness. British statesman which has drawn 

172. Watching with incessant vigi- forth this high eulogium ; it is the de- 
lance the changeful forma of the Jaco- moustration which subsequent events 
bin spirit, ever unravelling its aophi% have afforded of the^justice of his prin- 
try, detecting its perfidy, unveiling ciples, w^hich is the real cause of the 
its oppression, he thenceforth d’rected steady growth and enduring stability 
the gigantic energies of his mind to- of his fame. Without the despotism 
wai-ds the construction of a barrier of Napoleon, the freedom of the Re- 
which might restrain its excesses : and storation, the revolt of the BwTicades, 
if he could nA prevent it from b.th- . gj, gw. «on tte Brttii* Fin- 
ing France m blood, and ravaging Eu- ancea.” 
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And imUtAiy gownment Louis 
Iu6 reputation Urould 
been tnodimplete trith regard to Ibreign 
braneaotione ; wiibout the great^Oigank 
ehen^ of 183^, and the subsequent 
eicpenence of democrotio infl««oee in 
Oreftt Britain, bis worth in domeiktic 
government would never have bten 
Sgmrociatod. Every hour, abroad Aid 
at home, is now illustr^ing the truth 
of his principles. He was formerly 
admired by a party in England as the 
ohampion of aristocratic rights ; he is 
now looked back to by the nation as 
the last steady asserter of genei'al free* 
dom. His doctrines were formerly 
prevalent chiefly among the great and 
aflSiieut! ihey4re now embraced by 
the generous, the thoughtful, the UU“ 
prejudiced of every rank ; by all who 
regard passing events with the eye of 
historic inqutiy, or are attached to li- 
berty as the birthright of the human 
race, not the means of elevating a party 
to absolute power. To his sj)eeches 
we now turn as Ho a voice issuing from 
the tomb, fraught with pn>phetic warn- 
ing of futui’^ disaster. It is contrast 
which gives br^htness to the colours 
of history : it.' is experience which 
brings conviction to the cold lessons 
of political wisdom. Many and elo- 
quent have been the eulogiums pro- 
nounced on Mr Pitt's memory ; but all 
panegyrics are lifeless compared to that 
furnished by Eai'l Grey's administra- 
tion. 

174. Foreij^ wi'iters of almost every 
description have fallen iuto a signal 
mistake in estimating the j)olicy of 
this great stateamau. Tbey^all rei)re- 
sent him as governed by an ardent 
ambition to elevate hia own couuciy, 
ns the mortal enemy, on that account, 
of the French nation, and as influ- 
enced through life by a MachiaveUaji 
desii^ to promote the confusion and 
misery of the Continent, in order that 
England might thereby engross the 
commerce of the v^rld. There never 
was a moi'e erroneous opiuion. For 
the first ten years of his political life, 
Mr Pitt was not only noways hostile 
to France, but its steadfast friend. So 
far finm l^ing actuated by commercial 
jealousy of that country, he had em- 


braced t^gislkerouil ^ 

SmitVi ^ilospphy, 4hAt the prbsjfeiity 
of eveiy etate Is miilnly dependent on < 
the prosperty of those whliph'sumund 
it* Hftd he been Influenced t»y the 
malevolent designs which they duppose, 
he woifl4d3i<^ bare adhesed to a strict 
neufcraUiy when France was pierclid to 
jji© heart in 1792, but, before the re- 
volutionary levies were Completed, 

^ In the debate on the Treaty of Com* 
roorco with France, on February 32, 17S7, 
Mr Fox stiid, “ France is the nabii^. 
qr' Qreat Britain ; and she now adulhva by 
onterin;^ into a commercial fcrer^ty to 

tie up our haiids, and prevent us SNui en- 
(^raging m alliances with other poweba itll 
tho most glorious periods of our IflitOry have 
been when m hostility, all the metei disgrace- 
fill when iu alliance with that poweV. ft is 
the disgrace of the Tories that they have tn- 
roitrfered to stop those glorious imroesHes 
Tbificountry should never, on any account, 
entfer into too close an alliance with France , 
its trqo situation jRi as the bTilw.ark of the 
oppres^ whom that ambitious power hsis 
uttuckod." 

'*The honourable gontleniaxi has said.” 
obsen-cd Mr Fitt, •' that I'Vai^cc is the natu- 
ral enemy of England • I repudiate the sen- 
timent. I see no reason whatever why tAvo 
great and powerful nations should riwuys 
DO m a state of hostility merely becausi* 
they are neighliours: on the contrary, I 
think tlioir prosperity is mutually dependent 
on itiu'h other ; and iis a British sahjcct, hot 
less than a oitixon of the worM, 1 entertain 
tho sineerest w'ish fortho prosperity ajid hap- 
pines.H of that great country. To suppose 
that one nation is unaiterabiy the enemy of 
another nation, is weak and childish; haviu,< 
no foundation in the experience of nations, 
it 1 j a libel on tho ccmstitution of hum'in so- 
cieties. and supposes tho existence of diabo- 
heal inuheo in tho original frame of man.” 
Xpr 'c'-ore tbcfto senumonts merely utU-rod 
in the heat of debate, they were carried into 
eflect in every groat and imifortmt JogiHla- 
measure , and this Btatesruan, whom the 
^ Ctmtincnbil vcritois represent os the eternal 
inveterate enemy of Fmncc, conchided a 
conmicrcnal treaty between that country and 
Groat Britain, which in hbcrality far sur- 
P'asses anything ever proposed by tho warm- 
est modern advocates ol free trade. It sti- 
pnlatod “ a reciprocal and entirely perfect 
liberty of navigation and commerce between 
the suliieots of each party m all the kingdoms 
of Europe. Tho winns of Fi'sucf} were to ob- 
tain admission on the same terms as tho!<<e of 
Portugal ; their brandy on paying a duty tU 
seven shdlings a gallon ; their oil on the same 
tdhmsas that of the most favoured nation; 
thejr hardware, cutlery, and iron work tin a 
duty ad valorem of ten percent ! iSo errone- 
ous is the common opinion as totho principles 
of this great statesman tho Treaty in 

Pari, ffiit. xxvi, 234-210. 
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raised taiiven^ l&'b ehi«fly ii> colotual aoquittitit»i»^ buq. 

intmfreniOe of goteitHoliOit ta the eaedea, ii»doed» naltiiaateljr^ iu mretting 
Ax&mcan WIM^* ' 0e wise to tho llUlt immyt ril pr>B- 

degi^^jubiit^ikg to eogAgd io the irar geesioniB, and i»mxig the oommeroial 
with Frtaoe : he eaga^ iii it witji a proejMadty of ^the eoa^ry to the very 
iireluctattoOi wkk^ aU the hoiToTs of h^heet pitetH j hut, tijbiB wee doi^e tt 
the Bevolation wero iiardly able to the ooet of a W of twelve yemeVdu- 
diepeL Ample eVideaoe of this has ta|ion» and an additioa td above three 
now been obti^ed J&om the beet irij- hundred millions to theoatioual d«M ; 
formed memoim of the period which whereas, by 4he vigorous appjioation 
have been recently published, perticu- of an Fuglish force, inconsiderable to 
larly those of Lord Halnzsabury and what might have been raised, to the 
Mr Wilberforce. It was not against heart of the enemy^s power at the out* 
Fran^^ but ivpa5/ican Fi'ance, tliat his set, or when their resource wesre fail- 
h^tlHty was directed : it was not ing before the arrival of Napdleon at 
¥t^ish warfare, but French propagan • the helm, he would, in all human pro^ 
dism which ho dreaded ; and his ef bability, have gained the same object 
forte Would have been equally perse- at a comparatively billing saoridoe, 
verii^ to resist Eussia or Austria by and at the same time liberated UieCon- 
'tha aid of the Gallic legiose, if those tiuent from Gallic oppression. In war- 
insidious principles had emanated from like combinations he was too much in- 
these states. And even as it Was, dined to foEow out the *Au8triun ays- 
it was not till a vei^ htte period that tern of simultaneous operations over on 
he was reluctantly oonipdl^ to forego extensive circle ; and to waste thoae 
his pacific policy ; and if he is blamable forces on the reduction of sugar islands^ 
at all, it is for having adhered to it too or useless descents with small bodies on 

the coasts of France, which, if concea* 
175. If, frctra the contemplation of tiated upon the decisive point, would 
the general principles of Mr I’ltt’s gov- fiave accelemted by tyeenty years tlie 
cinment, we turn to the conaideniiion triumphs of Toulouse i^dWaterioo. In 
of the particular measures which he | justice to the British statesman, how- 
often embraced, we shall find much ever, it must be observe^ that at that 
more room for dilference of opinion, period eighty yeaiy of repose, and the 
and frequent cause for historic censure, di.sasti'ous results of the American war, 
Unequalled in the ability with w’hich had weakened the military s]>lrit of the 
he overcame the jealousies, and awuk- nation, and dimmed the reoollectionB of 
ened the activity of cabinete, he A^as iUt ancient renown ; and that no one 
by no means equally felicitous in the deemed it capable of those vast and 
warlike meosui^s which he recom* persevering eiToi'te on land, which at 
mended for their adoption. Napoleon length brought the contest to a glori- 
hns observed, that he had no turn for ous termination, 
mditary combiiiatiuns, and a retA)-’ 370. ** It is needless,** say the rs- 
»l>ect of the campaigns which he had publicans, “ to raise statues to Mr 
a share iu diivcting, must, with every Pitt’s memory ; he has raised up an 
impartial miud, confirm the justice of indestructible monument to himself in 
the opinion. By not engaging Eng- Uie national debt. His name will never 
land as a principal in the contest, and j be forgotten as long os taxes are paid 
trusting for land operations almost ) by the British people.” If, howevei*, 
entkely to the Continental armies put , it is apparent that the war, both with 
iu motion by British subsidies, he pro- j the Republic and*^ Napoleon, was nn* 
longed the war for an indefinite period, avoidable, oand, from tlie principles on 
and ultimately brought upon the coun- which it was conducted, incapable of 
try losses and expenses much greater adjustment, those burdens, generally 
than would have resulted fi'om a more speaking, are to be regarded ak a ^1- 
vigorous policy in the commencement vage paid for the safety of the empire, 
By directing the national strength ; ana are no moi'e dhargeable on hU 
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memory titum the loesei^ e^^i^ed durn 
ing A gide ime m 
haa weatliered tbO'itMQu' 
point lor oonaidera^n ^ irn^thi^ 
theae TMit expdaees we»i ntineeee* 
8£Uri>y awetled by the of an 

over-oautiouS) and ther^ore nfbtriu^tod ; 
eyetem of waiffire, and whemer mt^ 
of the debt might not have been arch- 
ed by <*ontract|i)g it in lyidifferentt and, 
ultimately, less burdensome form. And 
probably ^e wannest of his partisans 
will hnd it dif&oult to defend the prac- 
tine which he so much followed, of 
borrowing hi the three per cents; in 
other words, giiring a bond for a hun- 
dred pounds to the public creditor fur 
every sixty advdnced— -a system which, 
although favourable to public credit at 
the moment, from the low rate at which 
it enabled him to contract the largest 
loans, led to 'an enormous addition to 
the national hardens in after times; 
prevented the return of peace from 
making the due diminution in the in- 
terest of the debt; and saddled the na- 
tion with the ultimate payment of above 
a third more than it ever received. 

177. Mr Pitt'acfiloqueiice and talents 
for debate werr of the very highest 
order, his command of financial details 
unbounded, and his power of bringing 
a VBwt variety of «idetached facts or 
transactions to bear on one general 
argument — the noblest effort of rhe- 
toric— unequalled inroodeni timea. He 
possessed that rapidity and acuteness 
of thought, united to richness of ex- 
pression and tenacity of memory, which 
Cicero pronounced essential to a per- 
fect orator.* He was an accomplished 
classical scholar, and continued through 
life, in all his leisui'e moments, the 
study of the exquisite remains of an- 
cient geniua But he did this with the 
wise design of transferring to his own 
tongue the brevity and force of their 
expressions, not in the hopeless desire 
of riTalling their beauties in their own 
langtmge. Sc sudcessful was he in 
thist many of his speeches, de- 

♦ “I^ara et animt atqiie liigenii celeres 
qiiidem motus ttm debeut. qui cc aU exco- 
^taiutuiU actitt et ad explicandum ornan* 
dumque Bint ubeneB. et ad tKirmoriani final 
atque diutund.”— i>e Ondw, i. $ 25. 


UiftigaA 

debtte.'wlD lOl 

but the Mtfeen 

Omsk or Bomah omqndMi Kiildly and 
affeo^ate in he felt 

in all their foine the pabions of youth, 
nnd was far from being inaccessible to 
ascendant of female charms, i* ' But 
|hese feelings were all kept in subor- 
dination to greater objects, and accord- 
ingly in private life hia conduct was 
iiTeproacbable. Concentrated on na- 
tional objects, he had none of the 
usual passions or weakn^es cl the 
great ; his manners were reserved and 
austere ; his companions, in o|(en6^ 
men inferior in years and capacity to 
himself ; he had many admirers— few 
friends. His figure was tall and thin, 
his features sharp, his forehead open 
and thoughtful — 

*' Peep in bis brow engrsven, 

Pelibenition sat, &nd sovereign care.*^ t 

Superior to the vulgar desire for wealth, 
he was careless, though addicted to nt» 
expenses, of his private fortune ; and 
the man who had so long held the 
ti'easury of Euroji,>e and the Indies, was 
indebted to the gratitude of the nation 
for a vote of forty thousand pounds, to 
pay the debts which he oned at the 
time of his death. In this vote Mr 
Fox cheerfully and honourably con- 
curred ; but he resisted the motion for 
a monument to his memory at the 
pqblic expense, upon the ground that, 
however splendid his abilities, or praise- 
w’orthy his integrity bad been, the 
pi^nciples of his conduct were not such 
as to entitle him to the cbaracier of 
“ excellent stat-eaman.'*! The monu- 

t Ho waa a great admirer of female dress, 
and so accomplidbed a cozmolssetir in it that 
tlio celebmted l/«dy Hestoi’ Stanhope, his 
'.-onsin. who lived in his house for nmnyyoara, 
and presided over his establish men t/nsed to 
take hts advice In the arrangement of her 
curls and drafiery when ehe was going to a 
ball, in early life be was such an admirer of 
a captivating Pevonshire beauty, that ho had 
the gailnutry wj drink her heaJtli out of her 
satin slipi'er.— Jlfmotrs o/ ladv Hn^tr 8tat^~ 
hope. 1. fl, 82. 

j Milton's Paradigt jAtH, 

5»'‘ When I see a mhiletcr.** said Mr Fox, 
** w’ho has been in office above twenty years, 
with tho fhlJ cotnrnand of nlnees and puhlie 
money, without any peculiar extrav^^fancp 
or waste, except what might bo expected 
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mdtit 7^^ aft^Coiai&tiy&, d^M;Jh 0 %lrielt he «o 

by » ^®C(ar%V jAttc^ :^M|r mi»d tl»t 

,aboV<fto gi^fiirJilL^Weiteto #o, Witti^de|wndent 

air^fiAf iniii^li^ad''b^ ‘^a aahas aa 'mijtrS^bap^ bmi m wider 

mmf a£ the aiiiidpaod in Engliati nuii^laKn^ iilii<uE)a on bus grave 
history ; but Ij^tahiistomii who eumya weti-knowSi wordt^J Si t^anuroen 
the situstioii of the British eminre ot^ qViAii$, o^impMpm V* 


CHAPTEE XLI. 


•ma BftltlSH FINANCES, AND MR PITT'S 8T8TEM OF FINANCIj^D FOLICT. 


1. It would be to little purpose that j 
the mighty drama of the French rsvo - 1 
luilonaty wars wojv recorded in history, i 
if the mainspring of all the European | 
efforts, the British Finances, were] 
not fully exjdained. It was in their | 
boundless extent that freedom found] 
a never-failing stay; in their elastic | 
power that indepcmdenoe obt^ned a ' 
permanent support. When surround- 
ed by the wreck of other states, when 
surviving alone the fall of so many 
confedearacies, it was in their inex- 
haustible resources that England found 
the means of resolutely maiutiuning 
the contest, and waiting calmly, in her 
citadel amidst the waves, the return of 
a right spirit in the neighbouring na- 
tions. Vain would have been the 
prowess of her seamen, vain the valour 
of her soldiers, if her national finances 
had given way under the strain. E\a;ji» 
the conquerors <>f Trafalgar and Alex- 
andria must have succumbed in the 

from thtt multiplicity of duties to which his 
attentiou was dax^ctra, oxertiu^ his influence 
neither to enriob himself nor thow with 
whom he is conuect.Ml, it is iiU}>osaible not 
to couclude that he has acted with a liigh 
degree (d’ integrity and modarati<»n. In the 
fyHirse ol his long aflministratlon, the only 
office whlcli be took to himself w^as the War- 
denship i t the Oinqu© TorTs. But 1 cannot 
concur in a motion for fuiioral honoars 
upon Mr Pitt os an " excoilout statesman.' 
Puhlic honours are matters of the highest i 
importance, and we must not in such | 
cases yield our consent if it is opposed by 
a sense of imhlicduty.*'— Pari. Zbsb, vi. 6i, 82. 1 


contest they had so hartdotdiy main* 
tained, if they had not ft^axad m the re- 
sources of government the meane of per- 
manently tTontinuing it. Vain would 
have been the reaction produced 1->y 
suffering gainst the ’’French Kevolu- 
tion, vain the charnel-house of Spiln 
and the snows of Kuasia, if Britain 
nad not been in a sitpatioU to take ad- 
vantage of the crisis. If she had been 
unable to aliment the war in the 
Veuinsula when its native powers wei'e 
prostrated in the dust, the sword oi 
Wellington would have been drawn 
vain ; and the energies of awakened 
Europe must have been lost in fruit- 
less efforts if the wealth of England 
hod not at last arrayed thorn in dense ' 
and disciplined battalions on the banks 
of the Rhine. 

2. then, did it happen, that 

this inconsiderable island, so small a 
part of the Roman empii'e, was enabled 
to expend wealth greater than ever had 
been amassed by the ancient mi8ti'e.<is 
of the world ; to maintain a contest of 
unexampled magnitude for twenty 
years ; to uphold a fleet which con- 
quered the united navies of Europe, 
and an army which carried victory into 
every comer of the globe ; to acquire 
a colonial empire that encircled the 
earth, and subdue tlie vast continent of 
Hindostan. at the veiy time that it 
struggled in Spain with the land forces 
of Napoleon, and equipped all the 
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ftmies of tb« noitlij on iKo lUbe and 
the fiff Qer- 

<i[?he«oluUok»^f|he|dm 

yioti, in the hietei^ the 

worlds ie witholt doubt to he 1^ part 
found in the peveevenng indtuiti^y of 
the British people, and the extent of 
the commerce wbi<4:^ they maintained 
in every quarter of the globe. Bbt 
th<# resources thus afibr^d would have 
been inadequate to so vast an expen- 
dHrtre, and must have been exhausted 
eai'ly in the struggle, if they had not 
been organised and sustained by an ad* 
mirable system of hnanoe, which seemed 
to rise superior to every difiiculty with 
which it had to conteud. It is there 
that the true ^ret of the prodigy is 
to be found ; it is there that the noblest 
monument to Mr Pitt’s wisdom has 
been erected. 

3. The national income of England 
at an early |>ersod was very iuconsider- 
able, and totally incommensurate to 
the impoi'taiit station which she occu* 
pied in the scale of nations. In the 
time of Elizabeth it amounted only to 
^iOO^DOO a-jear ; and iii that of James 1. 
to £4^0,000, and^ven including all the 
subsidies receive^ from pailiamout dur- 
ing his reign, only to £480,000 a-year — 
sums certainly not equivalent to more 
than £800,000 or ^1,000,000 of our 

♦ “ It is sclOom,” says lluino, that the 
jpeopJe gah) faiytbiug by revolutions in gov- 
eminent , because the new eottlcxneut, jea- 
lous and insct'ui'e, must commonly be sup- 
ported with more exi»on«o and seventy than 
the Old ; but ou «o occasion was the ti uth of 
thm maxim more sonmbly folt than in Eng- 
land after the overthi-ow’ of the rcjjral autho- 
rity, Oomploiiits against the opjirtriwion «f 
ship-nioncy aiid the tjrauny of the Star- 
Chartibor had routed the noople to ’:.r,Tis, 
and, having gamed a coinpleLu vicb-ry over 
the Crown, they found themsol’-es loadea 
witli a multiplicity ot taxelj OrmerJy un- 
known,, while suarce an appearance of law 
and liberty remained m any part of the ad- 
ministration,” 

The following nr© some of the items in this 
enoemons aggregate of £83,000,000 raised 
from the UajUon aurin(|,tho Commonwealth, 
—a striking^ proof of the despotic character 
of the executive durhjg that perKai 

Land-tax £32,000,000 

Excise, 8,000,000 

Tonnage and poundage, . 7.000,000 

Sale of Church lands, . . 10.035.000 

Cany ibrward, £67,635,000 


iboimy. Thsi by I. 

aoaimtitsd 

AmiiuJly'-ft ^vm to 

£1,&00,000 in tlMWi , It wtti the 
Long Parliament wbNi 0t«t gave the 
example of a pi^odl^aiiiylevy of fooney 
from the peopk of Eagmiid-~^aSbrding 
ihus a striking instanoe of the etero^ 
|nith, that no government is so des- 
potic as Uxat of the popular lead^, 
when they are relieved from all eentril 
by the other powers in the state. The 
sums raised in England during the 
Commonwealth — that is, from 3d No- 
vember 1640, to 5th November 
amoiinted to the enormous, and, if not 
proved by authentic documents, hi*- 
credible sum of £83,000,000,— being St 
the rate of nearly £5,000,000 a-year , or 
more thatt<‘hve times that which had 
been so much the subject of complaint 
in the times of the unhappy monarch 
who had preceded it. The permanent 
revenue of Cromwell from the three 
kingdoms was raise<) to £1,868,000 ; or 
considerably moL>e than double that en- 
joyed by Charles I.f The total public 
income at the death of Charles 11. was 
£1,800,000, under JamesII. £2,000..000; 
sums incredibly small, when it is recol- 
lected that the price of Wheat was not 
then Utateriaily different from what it 
is at the present moment^ 

Brought forward, £57,635,000 
Sequostraijon of bishops. 

•deuuft, and inferior clergy, 
for four years, . . . 3.528,000 

Sequestration of private es- 
tates in England, . . 4,564.606 

^ ec-lanu rente for U vo years, 2, 003, 000 
Cojiinosi tiou with deauquents 
t in Ireland, . . 1,000.000 

** fiftlea of estates in Ireland, . S,5fi7.0M 

Other lesser, . , . 10,074,000 

Total, . .£83,331,000 

— Prbiuer, 339, 140. 

t Of tais sum, there was drawn from Eng- 

land. £1,517,274 

Ere m Scotland, . . . 143,652 

From Ireland, , . . 207,790 

Total, . , £1,868^16 

— 340. 

f The quarter of wheat, fi-oin 1636 to 1761, 
was pu an average, . , , 51s. ll|d. 

From 3760 to 1766, . . 40 b. Cd. 

From 1764 to 1794. . , 448. 7d. 

In 1835 the average of the quarter in Gr^t 
Britain was 39s. 8d., and the average of the 
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4. tjbphi ino6wWwl>le to 

«3sdbi»g;«d 

for olnwjftoliir, 

upon of tbo l»0t»iO 1»f 

0ratig6 to inUmiie 

)ponnoe€ion of;43^ fi^mi of ih$A fcbmily 
Witb Continetiil^ i^Utioa, imd the long 
wai« % in ^onsoquenoe tlio ni^ 
tion wm^ iinrolted, ooon le^ to a moij^ 
bui^ensomo sysUi^ of taxatiaii» ana 
tUo maitig of «tun» annually from tbe 
pQopln wbicU in former timea would 
We been deemed incredible. The 
Prixtoe of Orange brought from the re- 
pui4i<^ Holland, where it had been 
ab^Bily practised and wus thoroughly 
nudei^iiitoody the important secret of 
goveridng popular assemblies, and ex- 
tracting beSTy taxes from popular com- 
munities. Like the Komau emperors, 
he did net discard the senate, hut he 
contrived to render it the instrument 
of his will He did not, like the 
Stuarts, engage the throne in a contest 
with parliament ; on the contrary, 
he did evei*ything by its votes, aud 
coxicealeil the exactions of the crown 
under the shadow of the authority of 
the House of Commons. His whole 
cfFoi'ts were directed to gain the ma- 
jority of the constituencuts in tlie 
country by oorruption, and of votes 
in parliament by patronage. A vast 
government expenditure, incurred in 
a cause at 6rst highly popular, aud the 
profuse contracting of loans on the 
security of the revenue of fvitui*e yelu*B, 
afforded the means of doing both. This 
wyatem proved entii*ely successful, and 
it ia to its succese that the subsequimt 
greatness of the empire is mainly toJje 
ascribed. But for it, the means foi* 
raising taxeea<3t*quate to the protection, 
and nece|»ary for the defence, of the 
empire, would never have been dis- 
covered, and England, like Poland, 
would have fallen a prey to the ambi- 
tion of the adjoining nations, the I'e- 
Bouroes of which had been drawm forth 
by the force of despotic power, while 
no means of developing its own had 

live yearn preceding 183C? was only 48». tlie 
price was i:^Uch higher during the next five 
years, but that was the result of uncomnaonly 
rainy se^taons coming in succession during 
that whole tMjricKt—SaiiT»‘sW«aaA'Cifif<rtie»i<t 
L 868; and Oom Aveiifffe, 1836. 


boAO diaeof iiwii r» have been 

thfs 

4o Urn devolution, 
% all.q^eitUap ihB greateBt 

a epv%rMlgn im^oted 
intbe of ovmxitoinii^ the ignorant 
impatiehoe of :^xa^n wJbieh ie the in- 
^enable ebara^erMO'i;^ free oommu- 
iHties, and thua gave rta government 
capable of tiM^ing to ^e o^t acootint 
the activity and energy of its mhabi- 
tanis, at the same time that it hra the 
means given it of mAiuhiinii^ ibeif in* 
dependence. 

5. So great was the increase of the 
public burdens during the reign of 
William, that the national income, in 
the thirteen years th^t he sat on the 
throne, was nearly doulided ; being me* 
ed from£2, 000,000 a-year to .66,88^000, 
But the addition m^e to the public 
revenue was ^e least important past 
of the changes efiboted doling this 
important period. It was then th^t^e 
NatiosaI/ Debt began ; and getern- 
ment was taught theBaugerous secret 
of providing for the neuiweaities, and 
maintaining the ipilueiice of present 
times, by Wrowing gioney and laying 
its payment un posted ty. Various mo* 
tives combined to induce the goverxi- 
rnent, immediately after theRevoiutioii, 
to adopt tlie systerp of borrowing on the 
credit of the atate. Notwithstanding* 
the temporary xinanimity with which 
the Ec volution had been brought about, 
various heart-burnings and divisions 
soon succeeded that events and the ex- 
iled dynasty still numbered a laige 
and resolute body, especially in the 
rural diiltricts, among their udherenta. 
Extensive patronage and no small 
share of comiption wei*e necessaiy to 
secure the influence yf government over 
& nation thus divided ; fore^n wars were 
rightly deemed requisite to maintain 
the ascendant of the Protestant prin- 
ciples to which the king owed his ac- 
cession to the thi-one ; and the Conti- 
nental conneotioiA of the. hou^ of 
Orange iiaij>eriously required the inter- 
vention of Great Britain in those des- 
perate stiuggles by which the ve»y ex- 
istence of the commonwealth of Hcdland 
was endangered The same cause which 
led to nearly the duplication of the 
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pvblio travd^ of Fmoee by Louis 
Phatppe/ i^r tbo revolution of 1880, 
produoed a similar inorease in the taxes 
of Great Britain after the change of dy- 
nasty ih 1688, i6kd originated the dan- 
gerotus system of bonowiug on the se- 
oittiity of the assessment of future years, 
justly ihoughi that the firesent 
ii^iienoe of government could in tlJl's 
WSiy be increased to a^ extent alto- 
lather impracticable if the expenditure 
0^ year were to be limited to the 
ti^nlies raised within itself; and that, 
by Ste distribu^ou of the debt among 
a number of public creditor, an 
extensive and infiuential body might 
be formed, attached by the strong tie 
of individual intft'est to the fortunes of 
the ruling dynasty ; because they were 
aware that their claims would be dis- 
regarded by the legitimate mouarclis if 
restored to tb6 throne. The expedient, 
therefore, was follen upon of contract- 
ing a debt transfemble by a simple 
power ofattomey. in the smallest shares, 
from hand to hand ; and capable of be- 
ing used almost like the highest and 
most valuable species of bank-notes, in 
the tiansHCtions the nation. To the 
steady prosecutic a of this system, and 
the foimation of a secure deposit by its 
means for the savings of the nation, 
^rnuch of the subsequrnt prosperity and 
grandeur of England is to be asci’ibed. 
But, like all other human things, it has 
its evils as well as its advantages : and 
in the perilous facility of bon'owing, 
which the magnitude of the national 
resources and the fidelity with w'hicb 
the public engagements were fulfilled 


^ducftd* ia fo; .V, 

but oartain caua1^ lOm 

rsiiiirments, now to 

mediabla 

6. It is unneoetisiii^ to follow the iUc- 
oessive steps by which both public 
revenue and the national debt df Great 
Britain were increased after this peribd, 
B’jffice it to say, that both were largely 
augmented during the glorious war of 
the succession ; fthat the long imd pa* 
cific administration which folTowe^ ef. 
footed no sensible reduction in their 
amount; that the checkered contest of 
1739, and the more triumphant Cam- 
paigns of the Seven Years’ war, bonirii* 
buted equally to their increase; and 
that the disasters of the .Amcrioai) 
struggle w'ere attended by sb’mreat an 
augmentatibu of the national burdens, 
that at its termination in 1788, in the 
opinion both of Mr Hume and Adam 
Smith, they must inevitably prove fatal 
in the end to the independence of the 
nation. At the close of the last contest 
the public revenue was £12, (K)0, 000, and 
the debt £240,000,000, the intereet of 
which absorbed so large a proportion 
as £9,819,000 of the annual income of 
the state ; the loons contracted during 
its disastrous continuance having been 
no lesfi^than one hundred millions.'!' 

7. It was at this period that Mr Pitt 
came into office, on the resignation of 
Mr Fox and the coalition ministry. 
His^ ardent and sagacious mind was 
immediately turned to the considera- 
tion ct the finances, and the means of 
extricating the nation from the embar- 
rassments, to ordinary observers inex- 


* The following ie a statexnent of budgets of France before and after the Revolution 
of July. It 18 a curious and instrurave object of contemplation U» observe a similar con- 
vulsion leading, in countries so w'.ioSj’ differ^mtln their character, customs, and institutions, 
as France and England wore at the accessions of the dynasties of Orange and Orleans to 
their respective thrones, to a result so jireciscly simil ir 


1824, 

1825, 
1825, 
1827, 


1629, 

1830, Revolution in July, 

1831, Louis Philippe, 

1832, 

1833, 

~8tat. de Franee, published by government. 


951.000. 000, or about £88,000,009 

9^0,000.000 . . 37,800,000 

042.000. 000 , 37.000,000 

988.000. 000 .. 39,400,000 

939.000. 000 . . 87,500,000 

975.000. 000 , . 39,000,000 

981,00 J. 000 39.200,000 

1.511.000. 000 80,400,000 

1.105), 000, 000 .. 44,000,000 

1.130.000. 000 . . 44,800,000 


f The following table exhibits, in a clear and condensed form, the increase of the public 
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trioei^cr, in been inTolTwi pmpeet that tha existing aiigagemeiita 

% iba ii2lp]*OTi<da#4i^^&ditm*e of pp9- oould «vor be Uqoidaiied, hiii aa threat* 
yjBars. It waa eyidont^ fiw # ©niaf at no dietant period to render it 
rotroepact of that no aeasiblo impoa^ble for the nation to mahe thoae 

itnpreesion b*^ bo9^ Ihade on the debt efTorte which ita honour or Indcpen- 
by «ny efforta of preceding iimee ; that denoe might Veqmre^ Litti© forewght 
thottj^ a einbing-fund ht^ long existed wee requii'ed to ehow that, in the oonnie 
in liamev yet its operations had been of events, wart and obaxi^ mustlin:^, 
very inconsiderable; and that all the which would render it inSispensaldefiw 
economy of the long periods of peach the government to assume a menaoing 
which had intervened since the Kevo- attitude, and possibly engage in a long 
lotion^ had done little mc^ than dis* course of hostilities. But how could tw|y 
cWge a tenth of the burdens con* administration venture to 
tmcted in the preceding years of hos* one, or the people bear the other, ^Iru 
T he interest of the debt ab- immense lo^ of debt hung about thiir 
sorbed now more than two-thirds of necks, absorbing alike by its intereat 
the public revenue. It was impossible their present revenues, wid paralysing 
to eonceai that such a state of things by its magnitude thewedit by which 
was highest degree alarming; their resources might be inci'eaaed on 

not onfy as aifurding no ^treasonable any unforeseen emeigency? 


njvenue, and pragroasivc growth of tho'^obt, fi’om the Revolution in to the present 
tirnoa '* « 


Kfttioruil Pvbfe at the Uovolutinn. • 

Increase during the lieigin of William, 

Debt. 

£664*2A3 

15,730,439 

Intema 

£39,805 

1,271,087 

PubOo 

Debt at tho af;ccH8i<*n of Queen Anne, 
Ittcreaseduniig the Reign of Queen Anne, 

16,394,702 

sr,750,6«i 

1,310,952 

2,040,416 

3,896,$05 

Debt at the aecossion of Ocorvo I 

Docreikse duriug the reigu o< George L, 

64,145,363 

2,053,128 

3,3' 1,368 
IS'-VbOT 

5.691,803 

Debt at the accession of George 11., 

Decrease iduHiig tlie tieacu, . . 

62,092,23.5 

5.137,012 

3,217,661 

253.526 

6.762,46$ 

Debt at ibc <tp<jninig of tho war, 1739, 
lucreuhc during the war, ... 

40,954,623 

31,336,089 

'i,4Xi4,035 

1,096.979 

6,874,000 • 

Debt at the euii of the war, 174S, 

Decrease during the (leace, . . . 

TS.293,312 

3,721,472 

4,061.0 K 
GiVt.'JiT 

6.923.000 

Debt at the opening of the war, 1756, 

Inci case during tiie war, . . - ^ - 

74,.57 1.840 
72,lll,(X)l 

S,8%,7.<7 

2,444,104 

T 127.m 

Dtbt at tho end of the war iu ITtiS, 

Decrease during the ]*ea<.io, . . ,i . 

346,082,844 

10,739,793 

5,840,841 

364.000 

8,623,440 

Debt at the opening of the Amcriciui war. 1770, 
iucrtjiisci duruig tine «var, . , . . . 

135,943,051 

102,641,819 

5.476,841 

.8,843,084 

10,265,405 

Debt HT the fMeaco of 1783, ..... 

Docietutc dunng the jMiftce, 

236,484.870 

4.751,201 

l), 31 9, 925 
143,569 

11,962,000 ' 

Debt at the opening of the war, 1793, 
lucroase dupUig the war 

233,733.609 

295,105,068 

9.176,356 

10,232,152 

10,668,814 

Debt at the ponce of Amiens. 1st February ISOl, 
Increase during the second war, 

52S.H39.277 

$35,983,164 

l.^t42S„'jOS 

12,706,796 

34,113,146 

Debt at thepcooe of Pans, 1st February XfelO, „ . 
Decroaw^ euiec the peace, . . .*y. 

864.822,441 

82,155,207 

32,225,304 

3.883,841 

72,210,612 

Debt on the 5th January'’ 1832, .... 

4e782,ehi7.234 

£23,341,463 

£50.900,000 


— Moseau and Piiai|EK*» Jhttea 70, 89, 165, 245 ; and l*o»Taa’s i*art. raW«|» i L 
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8« Tk«w duaigm look itrong |> 08 * 
s«» 0 ioii of of Hr P^; bftt 

iosMA <|f 4i^kmg in despair undor ibe 
dtfficniliei bf >tbe eubjeot, he applied 
tho energies ofCiis understending with 
the nttni^ vigonr to overcome them, 
Her was it long before he perceived 
bj'what means wis great object could 
vwb ease and certainty be effectsJ. 
The public attentian at ^his period had 
been strongly directed to the prodi- 
fioue powers of accumulation of money 
at oomponnd interest ; and Br Price 
httd demonstrated, with mathematical 
eSQi^nty, that any sum, however small, 
iiiCreasing at that ratio, would in a 
g^ven time extiopuish any debt, how- 
ever great* MnPitt, with the instind' 
tive sagacity of genius, laid hold of this 
simple law to establish a machine by 
which the vast debt of England might, 
without difficalty, be discharged. All 
former sinking, funds had failed in pro- 
ducing great effects, because they were 
dit*ected to the annual discharge of a 
certain portion debt ; not the forma- 
tion, by compound interest, of a fund 
desUn^ to its futux'e and progressive 
liquidation ; they advanced, therefore, 
by addition, not^multi plication — in an 
ai'itbmetical, not a geometrical ratio. 
Mr Pitt saw the evil, and not merely 
applied a remedy, but more than a re- 
<■ medy ; he not only seized the battery, 
but turned it against the enemy. The 
wonderful powem of compound inte- 
rest, the vast lever of geometrical pro- 
gi’esaion, ao long and sorely felt by 
debtors, were now to be applied to 
creditors; and, inverting the process 
hitherto experienced among mankind, 
the swift growth of the gangrene was 
to be turned from the corruption of the 
sound, to the eradic5ation of the diseased 
part of the system. Aufdhor addition, 
'like the discovery of gravitation, the 
])ress, and the steam-engine, to the 
many illustrationa which history af- 
fords of the lasting truth, that the great- 
est changes both intthe st^ciol and ma- 
terial world are governed by the same 

♦ A penj\y kid out at compound interest? 
at tba bn*th of our Saviour, would, in the 
year 1775, have amounted to a solid mass of 
gold eighteen hundred times the whole 
weight of the globe. 


kmtiAlthesmf^t; «^“^titisbythe 
app}|ib!0M of prin- 

nm and' lafcporfcinit ofejetta, 
greatest at^d salutary 
doveriCB in human' afiidiiB are effboted. 

9. Mr Pitt's mind Was strongly im- 
pressed with the incalcuiablB: 
tance of this subject of the 
one before which all wars or suHajikdsi 
of present interest, excepting only Ibe 
preservation of the oon&tituU<m, sank 
into ineigncficance. From the' timb of 
his aoce^ion to office in 1784, his at- 
tention had been constantly riveted 
upon it, and he repeatedly expresaad, 
in the most energetio language, bis 
sense of its overwhelming magnitude. 
“ Upon the deliberation of thnijdajp” 
said he, in bringing forward his resoW 
tions on the subject on the SlSNh March 
1786, ‘^the people of England plaoe all 
their hopes of a full return of prospe- 
rity, and a revivAi of that public secu- 
rity wdiich wull give vigour and confi- 
dence' to those commercial exertions 
upon w^hieh the flourishing state of tlie 
country depends. Yet not only the 
public and this House, but other na- 
tions are intent u}>on it ; for upon its 
deliberations, by the success or failure 
of what is now proposed, oin rank will 
be deeded among the povrei’S of Eu- 
rope. To behold this country, when 
just emerging from a most unfortunate 
w^ar, which liud *uided such an accumu- 
lation to stirns before iinmenBC, that it 
wak the belief of surrounding nations, 
and of many among oumdves, that we 
muFt sink under it— to behold tins na- 
tivio, instead of despairing at its alarm* 
ip»T condition, h)(>kiug boldly its situa- 
tiJn in the face, and establishing up- 
on a spirited and permanent plan the 
means of relieving itself from all its 
encumbrances, must give such an idea 
of our resources as will astonish the 
nations around ua, and enable us to re- 
gxiiii that pre-eminence to which on 
mxiny accounts we are so justly entitled. 
The propriety and even necessity of 
adopting a plan for this purpose is now 
uwverMy allowed, and it is also ad- 
mitted that immediate steps ought to 
be taken on the subject. It is well 
known how strongly my feelings have 
been engaged, not^ouly by the duties 
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of my situ&iiOQ, but by ibe ootu^^iei!^ 
tiou of W bum ifiemnM r«ifut«tb^ 
wbiob deeply ^ixiinitted in ^ i|uos- 
tion, bemi to «m 

Tigikne^, to eonooutrate all my odbtte 
towatda that gimat object, by ivbieh 
aloae ma a prospect of traus- 
mittang to posterity that which we our- 
seliros have felt tbe want of — an effi- 
cient |»nkiog-fuud for theuatioual deb!i 
To accomplish this is the hrst wish of 
my heart; and it would be,my proud- 
est hope to have xny name inscribed on 
a pillar to be ei'ected in honour of the 
man who did his country the essential 
ser^lois of reducing ihe national debt” 
10. it is worthy of ^-special notice, 
however) that though thus deeply ira- 
pressed vritli the paramount impor- 
tance of raising up an efi'ectve sinking- 
fund for the reduction of the public 
debt, Mfr Pitt was equjtlly resolutemot 
to attempt it by any measure by which 
the public security might be impaired ; 
and, on the contraiy, he at the very 
fl:iD3e time f<trongly advocated and car- 
ried a bill for the fortification of Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth, which rt‘quire<l 
severul hundred thousand pounds. ”He' 
wotild not be seduced,” he said, by 
the plausible and popular name of eco. 
nouiy — he W’ould not call it onl^phvus- 
iblo and popular, he would rather say 
the sacred name of economy — to fijrego 
the reality ; and for the sake of fidding 
a few hundred thousand pounds at 
the outset to the sinking-fund, perh&ps 
render for ever abortive the sinking- 
fund itself. Every eaviug, consistently 
with national safety, he would pledge 
himself to make ; but he would no\^r 
consent to staiwe the public servile, d 
and to W'itlihcdd those supplies without 
which the nation must be endangered.” 
»ery meaHui-e of this great man was 
directed to great and lasting national 
objects. He wn» content to impose 
present burdens, io forego present ad- 
vantages, and incur present un popu- 
larity, for the sake of ultimate public 
advant^iige; the only principle which 
ever yt t led to greatness and honoi^ir, 
either iu nations or individuals, af^the 
opposite system, gilded by present po- 
pularity or enjoyment, is the certain 
forerunner of ultimate ruin. 
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11. In puvmiftkicc cf thme 
:l{r Htt is^posed tbAt a million yeariy 
-^t^compoiied partly of aavlxici^ effected 
in varioua brandik of the public set* 
vieC) to the amopiit £900,000^ and 
partly of neW tas«l) to the amount of 
£100,000— idiould he granted to hie 
Majesty, to be veeted in coaumsaionafg 
chosen from the higheet fnnetionariAs 
in the realm ; that the payments to 
them should be made quaiieriy ; and 
that the whole sums thus drawn 
be by them invested in the purchiao of 
stoede, to stand in the name of the com* 
misaiuners, the dividends on whh9i 
were to be periodically applied to the 
further purchase of stoo^ to stand and 
have its dividends inv let^ in thesaiine 
manner. In this way, by setting apart 
a million annually, and religiously ap- 
plying its interest to the. purchase of 
stock, the success of the plan would be 
secured ; becatise the fqture accmnola- 
tions would spring, not from any addh 
iional burdens imposed on the people, 
but from the dividendif on ike ihm 
bought uf> from iudividuali, and eestsd 
in the public, truetees. The powers of 
compound interest were thus brought 
round from the ike creditor to 

that of the debtor — from the fundhold- 
ers io the nation ; and the national 
»iebt was eaten in upon by an accumu- 
lating fund, whi?b, increasing in s'* 
geometrical progression, would, to a 
certainty, at no distJmt period, effect 
its h»tal extinction. * if this million,” 

said Mr Pitt, ** to be so applied, is to 
b« laid out, with its growing interest, it 
will amount to a very great sum in a 
period that is not veiy lung in the life 
of an individual, and but an hour in 
the existence of a great nation ; and 
this will diminish the debt of this 

* The following table will exerapbf'y the 
growth of capital when its interest, at the 
rate of five per conk is steadily applied to 
the racre:i»e of the prnicipai. duiiijose that 
£20.«fJO.OOO, m borrowed; luid that, instead 
of providing by taxe§|for the mtorost merely 
of this largo t«im, provieitm is made for 
£1,200,000 ^yeoi-ly, leaving tho surplua of 
£200.000 to bo aiiiumllyappljcd to the pur- 
chase of a certiun portion of the stock, by 
commissioners, for tho reducticin of the 
nrineipkl, tho dividends on the stock so pur- 
cliaaoifbeJng suiuuaily and pi’ogrcssively em- 
ployed in the same luauner. The progrei*". 
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couikti^ so ti^ucb, as to pt^vent the 
oxigeiidas of mt tr<m raising it t<r 
the «tto«:|^t!ts height it has luth<n*to 
doh^ iije peiiod of twenty-eight 
years^^ llie sum Of a million^ annually 
impwed, would amount to four mil' 
liohs per annum. But care must be 
tahen that this sum be not broken in 
t(.pon. This hfis hitherto been tlie baift> 
of this country; for i^^.the original 
sinking'fund had been properly pre- 
served^ it can easily be proved, that 
our debts at this moment would not 
have been very bui-densome ; but this, 
ae ^t, has been found impracticable, 
because the minister has unifoimly, 
when it suited his conveniency, gotten 
hold of this sum|> which ought to have 
been regarded as most sacred. To pre- ! 
vent this, I pi*opose that this sum be 
vested in certain dignified commission- 
ers, to be by*them applied quarterly 
to buy up stock ; by which means no 
considerable sum will ever be open to 
spoliation, and the fund will go oii 
without iuterrufltion. Long, very long, 
baa the country struggled under its 
heavy load, without any prosf>ect nf 
being relieved ; but it may now look 
forward to the opject u|K)n which the 
existence of the country depends. A 
minister could never have the confi- 
dence to come down to tlie House, and 
propose the repeal of so beneficial a law 


-4^1bne directly t^mding to relieve 
pNpwple irom their buraema The 
hind 

invariably applied in (jmnlattutkm' 
of the debt ; it mujft /of emr be ea* 

ered, nvd eBpeei<dl}f so m Jfrnt# 

To suffer the fund at any time; or, <m 
any pretence, to be diverted Its 
proper object, would be to ruin, 

3hd overturn the whole plan.*^^ , 

12. Nor wns Mr Fojt behind his 
great rivaUin the same statesmanlike 
and heroic sentiments ; but he pointed 
out with too proplietic a spirit tl^e 
dangers to which the reserved, hind 
might be exposed, amidst the meo^- 
sities or weaknesses of future (idminia* 
trations. ** No man/* said he* '‘in 
existence, was, or ever had been, a 
greater friend to the principle of ft 
sinking-fund than I have been, from 
the Wery firet moment of rny political 
life. I agre^i periectly with the right 
honournble gentleman in his ideas of 
the necessity of establishing an efieciive 
sinking-fund, for the purpose of apply- 
ing it it) the dimiimtiou of the national 
debt, however widely I may differ from 
him a.s to the subordinate parts of the 
plan. Formerly, the payment of the 
national debt was cflected by a s(*b- 
soriptisn of individuals to whom the 
fjiith of parliament bad been pledged 
to pay off cei'tain specified portions at 


sive growth ixi ten years will stand as fol- 
lows •— 


First year's surplus, 
Second, 

Third. . 

Fourth, 

Fifth, 

Sixtl). - 
Seventh, 

Eighth, 

Einth, . 

Tenth, . 


£200,000 

2 iaooo 

220,600 

231,2.60 


^42,602 
253.078 
206.654 
27'1,286 
202. IH 
306,601 


. £2,500.105 

The wonderful rate at which this fund in- 
creases must be obvious to every observer, 
and it is worthy of e.*)pecial notice, tliat this 
rapid advance is gaintwl without imiiosing 
one farthing additional (ppon the country, by 
the mere force of an annual hind, steadily ap- 
plied year after yeer, with all iti» ftiiits, to 
the reduction of tiie principal debt. 

♦ The s|»eech delivered by Mr Pitt on this 
occasion, which went over the who’o^ details 

{ ►f attr financial system, is one of the most 
umlnous of Ills whole parliamentary career. 
An intimate ffiend of his has recorded, 


“That having ohsho*! the morning of this 
must; mii»(irtant day in providing mid examiu* 
mg the CAlcuhithms aiid ivsolutlons for tho 
evening, hosmd ho would take a walk to ar- 
range in his mind what was to l>e aiUd in tho 
l(v»i.se in the evoning. Ilia walk did not last 
alwve a quarter of toi hour, and when ho 
lat e hack he wtid he believed he was pre- 
^>ak)d He then dressed, aud desired his din 
ner tu 1>« sent up . but hearing that his sis- 
ter, and another lady residing w'lth her in 
tho family, wore ;*ojiig to dine at the same 
early hour, he desireti that they might dine 
Uigcth'tr. Having passed nearly an hour 
with thusc ladies, and several friends who 
called on their way to the House, talking 
with iuH usual liveUnesB and gaiety, as if no 
had nothing on his mind, he then* wont Im- 
mediately to the House of Oomttums, and 
made that elaborate and fur-extended stvecch, 
ns Mr T^x called it, without one omission 
or srror ’* — Wiluam Pitt-— No. V. ; Ufocib- 
wood^ Magazine, xxxvi. 852 ; a series of pa- 
pers on the character of this illtistrlnua man, 
by Dr Croly, one of the ablest writers of the 
age, containing by far the best account of his 
policy aud character extant in any language. 
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Btalitd pedodp. Undlk' tl# 

Hjbood w 

vm hel|,''ju» mtfsd m to psaf , , 

t^erodt 0f mtion^ dobt nt ; 

wh«fj^ imAw the new e^stemi when 
no ItjMli^tol intemtewero ecmoemed, 
not&^ wotiJid present a future minis- 
ter, In any fiiture war, from.cominin 
down to the Eouiie and proposing the 
re|:>eki of the einhing-fund, or eualding 
government to^pply the wbtole money 
or stock in the Imnds of the cotnmis- 
sionert to the public service. What 
would prevent the House from agree- 
ing the proposition ? or was it at all 
likely that, under the tjti^ency of the 
moment, they would not immediately 
iAgree to it, when so much monoy could 
so easily be got at, and when they 
could so readily save tbcmaelvea from 
the odious and unpleasant task of An- 
}to8ing new taxes on ‘"themselves and 
ihfiir constituents r Memorable words 
fi-om both these great men 1 when it is 
recollected how exactly the one pre- 
dicted \\onderful effects which ex- 
p(dence*hH8 now proved his system 
WHS calculated to have produced^ in 
reducing, in a period of time smalJer 
than the most anient imagination 
could have supposed, a debt doid/e the 
amount of Uiat which he estimated as 
BO great an evil ; and with how much 
Mjcuraoy the other pointed out the 
vulnerable point iii the composition of 
his scheme, and predicted the cause, 
springing from the necessities or weak- 
ness of future administrations, which 
would ultimately pi*ove its ruin ! 

The bill passed both Houses witboyi 
a dissentient voice; and on the 2r>tA 
May, the King gave it the , royal assent 
in person, to mark his sti'ong sense of 
the public importance of the measure. 

IS. The sinking fund thus provided 
was amply sufficient to have discharged 
all the mdsting debt within a modeiwie 
period: and so well aware was its 
author of its vast productive powers, 
that he observed, that when it ^ose to 
four millions, it should be submitted 
to |)arliameBt whether it should thence- 
foith he suffer^ to increase at com- 
pound interest. But the events whicli 
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mimd iflu* 

Pdly ijeduce^ but made i^^ditlon 
to Ae system unavoidable to the 
new and bveihv^Mnitiig om^tions 
(wntivwji^ ^ Borne 

expedient, themor^.W«B necessity to 
provide for the liquidatioil of t^ese vast 
a(ffiitional debts ; and it was in the 
means taken to do so that the extensive 
foresight and unshaken constancy of 
Mr Fitt is to be discerned- He laid it 
down as a principle, which was nevW' 
on any pretence whatever to be> d^ 
parted from, that, when any additfehsi 
loan was contracted, provision shohid 
l>e made for its gx^md liquidation. 
'‘We ought, said Mi^ Pitt, “ not to 
confine our views to the sinking-fbud* 
compared with the debt now exlstffig. 
If our system efcops thei*e^ the country 
will remain exposed to the possibility 
of being again involve<P in those 
barrassments which we have in our oWn 
time 80 severely exj>eriepced, and which, 
apparoutly brought us to the verge of 
Imnkruptcy and ruin. To guard against 
riuch dangers hereafter, we’ shomd en- 
act that, whenever anji loan shaU take 
place in future, unleis it be repsed 
on annuities, which will terminate in 
a moderate number of years, there 
should of course issued out of the ^ 
couaolidated fund,* to the coznxnis- 
BioncrB for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt, an addiimtai sum sufficient 
ttt discharge the capUal of awph hm in 
the same period as the mdcing-furidy 
afUr reaching its largest cmwwnt, wiU 
dischargn wiuat will then remain of the 
present dSbt. IV do this, one hun- 
dredth pwt of the capital Imrrowed 
would be sufficient to be raised from 
the country on such emergencies ; for 
instance, supposing it were necessaiy 
to raise by loan ten millious, £100,000 
should be raised in addition to the 

♦ Tlio coxiBolidsted fund was a certain por- 
tion of the ordinaiy ta?|p6, which was amass- 
ed together and devotm to certain fixed ob- 
jocte of natiohal expenditure. The liurpluB 
of this fUmi, as it waa called, or the cxc^ 
of tboae biunches of revenue above the 
cliargee fixed on ihoxn, waa annually appro* 
priated during war among the ways ahd 
means to the cutrent war expenditure. 

L 
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to tiae fo* 

de|»pt^jOf tl^ deb^ k <»rdor to 
wit^ t. .given 

of t%i|| ’additional burdeiL In addi* 
tion thie, X^'irtropdee that j£200,000 
ari^ear a4<^tioxi4 ehould» from this 
tuna lorwa^j be regularly granted out 
ottba ordinary revenue of tbe country 
to ^e sinkiug'fand.'* Hr Fox stai^ 
^^Tbat be bad erer maiaiained tbe 
neOessity of establishing a fund for re^ 
dnoing the national dej^^ and that as 
strongly when on the HinisteriaJ as 
vdien ou tbe Opposition benches. He 
not the power to promote it as 
efifbotuslly as Mr Pitt, but he wished 
it as warmly.” In confomuty with 
the united opij&ion of these great men, 
it was enacted by the statute passed 
on tbe occasion, “ That whenever in 
future any sums should be raised by 
loans on pei*l)etiial redeemable annui- 
ties, a sum cl^ual to one per cent on 
the stock created by such loan should 
bo issued out of the produce of the 
consolidated luud quarterly, to be 
placed to the account of the commis- 
sioners.” Every additional loan was 
thus compelled^to draw after itself, os 
a necessary consequence, a fresh bur- 
den, by the annual pajrment of a'hich 
the extinction of the principal might 
to a certainty expected iu little 
more than forty yeai’s, 

14, Under this system the whole loans 
were contracted, and the sinking fund 
was managed, till 1 802 : and as im- 
mense sums were borrow^^d during 
tha;t penod, the growth of the sinking- 
fund was far more rapid than had beeu 
originally contemplated 1 € that year 
an alteration of some imf^ortam^e wa^ 
made, not indeed by Mr Pitt, but by 
Mr Addington, then Chancellor of the 
Exche<juer, with his consent and ap- 
probation. “ The capital of the debt,” 
Bind he, is now £488,000,000 ; its in- 
terest^ including the charges of the 
sinking-fund, ^23,000,000. It is im- 
possil^ to eonten^Ute either the one 
or the other without the atmost anx- 
iety. What I now propose is, that 
the limitation which was formerly 
provided against the accumulation of 
the origkal sinking-fund should be 
removed ; and that both that original 


and the Bubasqumit ciNiiM 
’•y .th<i wjt of 1792, shohi||. 
'i»iibeKittnulate till 

whole debt” Tt^prOi^^ 
was unanimously agreed $0 1 it .behmr 
enacted, “ that this fund shoiw^e^Mm- 
mulate Ull the whole e^sti^ 
able annuities shcmld be paid 
gthis act. the original sinkittg^fuhd bf 
£1,000,000, with the £200,000 subse- 
quently granted, and the one per cent 
on all theimibsequent lOails, were c(ki* 
bined into one consolidated fund to be 
applied oontintially, at compound inte- 
rest, till the whole debt then 
was paid off, which it was caloubiitsd 
would be in forty -five years, Under 
these three acts of 1786, 1792, and 
1802, the sinking- fnud continued to 
be admiisistered with exemplary fidel- 
ity, not only diuing Mr Pitt’s life, but 
aft^r bis death, till 1813, when a total 
change iu the syltem took place, which 
eventually led to its ruin, and has, to 
all appearance, rendered the financial 
state of tbe counti'y almost desperate. 
To obtain a clear view of thejpractical 
effects of Mr Pitt’s system, i™ neces- 
sary to anticipate somewhat tlie maixih 
of events, aud give a summary of the 
fqieration of the sinking fund which 
he djtJtablished, down to the period 
when it was abandoned by his more 
embaiTOSsed and less provident euc- 
cessors. 

15. From the accounts kid before 
parliament, it appears that the aink- 
ing-ftind of a million which Mr Pitt 
tMtabliehed in 1786, htui increased, by 
jfccuraulatiou at compound interest, 
|nd the great fidditions drawn from 
ehe one per cent on the vast loans 
from 1792 to 1812. to the enormous 
sum of fifteen millioue anel a half 
parly in 1818, while the debt which 
it had discharged during that period 
amounted to no less than £238.231,000 
sterling. This great increase bad taken 
place in twenty - seven years ; wheretis 
Mr Pitt bad calculated correctly that 
bis oipginal million would be only four 
aaillions in twenty -eight years; the 
well-known period of the qtiadrupli- 
cation of the sum at compound inte- 
rest of five per cent. The subsequent 
£200,000 a-year granted, undoubtedly 
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^ ordiniu ^ said tiidook « d * f <^' 

S ^ iiabt « iiee ^ l ^ i^n, \ 

the ptod%iou« aqoiuattUtiou vhiidi 16. It ie this 
the nm ^ett oent <m eubeeqaent loaaas one per oeat on 41 JUmiiir qoutraeted 
Thie dietliiotly appears sinoe the insfcittttio]) of the sidktBg- 
^roni the eul^ohied taUe* saowii^ the fund, which has beeit ihe cause st onoe 
earns paid off by the ainking^fui^ oi^te extraordinary iuoreiise and sii^bse- 
every year from 17S6 to 1S13-— the qaentruin. Vffhile the nation in general 
loans contracted during that period— were entirely satisfied with Hr Fitt*s 
the stodh redeemed by the oommis- financial statements, and ddi^ted 
aioners^ and the proportion of each with the rapid growth of the shming* 
lean paid to them for behoof of the fund, never examined whether #»e 
public debt. It thence appears how funds for its prodigious extensi<m 
rapidly and suddenly the sinJung^fund were provided by the fictitious aupt^y 
rose, with the immense sums borrow- of loons, or the solid growth of tbe rs' 
ed at different periods during the venue above tiie explbdiiure^ a few 
war ; and when it is xecoileoted that more sagacious observers began to in- 
the loans contracted from* 1792 to quire into the solidity of the whole 
1815 were £585,0410,000, it will not system, and, mistaking its past opera* 
appear surprising, that even the sii)all iion, which had been aiiho;^ ent^y 
sum of one per cent oh each, rogulaily d^nny war, for its penilasea^ chatac* 


* Table showing the sums palcyx^ tbo coramiasionera for the redwctiou of the tudicaial 
(Jt‘bt iu every year from 1702 to lliC , the stoca rodcomod by them ia eact year ; the loaas 
coiitraetadr and protwrtion of tbono ioaae paid to those commiajilouera iu every year for 
that ]>en^ : with tho public revouue of the stute for the same tune — Mokkac's Ttobk*/ 
1*E0RER*« TtihU», IM, 164, 246 ; Pari Paptrs^ JS22, &c. J46 ; PoaTKa’s Pari, Tables^ i, 1 , 
Coj^iTHoCK, 2tf2, 2y4 ; Poktsk's Ptogrm o/th^ Natum, u, 2V6. 
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1,607.100 

1,9»I2,660 

2,174,405 

2,804,94.) 

3 , 083,455 

4,89(^6:0 

6,716.1.W 

7,868,109 

7 , 221 , 3:^8 

7,316,(8)2 

8,091.464 

7,7:t(,42l 
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11,396,692 

12.234,064 

12,807,070 

14,171.407 

13,965,824 

I4.33i,77l 

16,66.9.194 

18,147,245 

2l,10s442 

24,120,867 

19 . 140,004 

20,280,098 
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4.600.000 
12,907.451 
42,090.646 
42,736,li»6 

14.020.000 

18,000,000 

12.500.000 
1 ^,^ WH >,000 

34.410.000 
23.mK).000 
10 , 000,000 

10 . 000 , ( H 10 

21,526,699 

18.000. 000 

12.500.000 

12 ,< H ) 0,000 

19.532.000 

16.311.000 
24,000|000 
97,871,325 
58,763,100. 

18.500.000 
45,135,589 

3.900.000 


1,63(),015 
1.872,200 
f 2.143,595 
2.G39.724 
13 ^ 1 , 7,52 
^ 3,W4,262 
4,2.88,20s 
4,620,479 
6.117.723 
! 5,685,542 
8,018,179 
8,521,394 
7,181,482 
7,829.688 
8.908,673 
9,655,853 
10,170,104 
10.813,018 
•11,543,881 
12,439,831 
I4.m,008 
12.748,281 
11,902,051 


16,179,347 
17,434,767 
22,754,366 
29,:i05.477 
39,761,091 
4 y » 791 . 6 : i 3 
! 50.7J/3,867 
61,241,798 
^. 298,081 

(a,iil7,9«8 

73,072,468 
83,373.480 
64,912,890 
67,819.475 
! 7({,056,798 
75,164,648 

78,.369,689 
76,586,013 
78 ,^ 5,548 
83,735,223 
88,757,324 
105,943,727 
108,832,2«0 
92 , 280,180 
85,109,771 


£ 

», 4 ;« 7 , 86 S 

9,890.904 
10.715,941 
11.061,169 
ia,34,).»»7 
13,683.129 
18.405,«02 
20,108,885 
2l.672,Ht>7 
21.6(>1.029 
23,808,895 
20,436.894 
26 , 068,212 
26,689,846 
28,963.702 
30,338.859 
32.062,537 
3 ^. 781 . 5:^3 
^, 986 , 22.3 
35 , 248 , 93:1 
38,388,790 
38,443,147 
41,755.235 
42,902.430 
43,902,99» 
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17.440,060 

17.374,090 

18443,876 

18.868,025 

20,518,780 

23,007.945 

29.004,008 

28,085,829 

23431.183 

38,401,738 

49,335,978 

4»,(i52,47l 

53, €98,124 

68,902.291 

01,534,115 

0:i,O42.740 

66,029.340 

64.427.371 

03,327,433 

03.211,422 

70 . 920 . 215 ; 

72, 133 ,214 

02.264,646 
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'Ira* toVijipB**' ;,<» I «ff by 

tiTo • tbftt a 'great propoHioa Anea to tbe deobimaiidiiti of 'wb bpiit' 

of tbo awikis wlicb it piud off had been inga» (xr the aboae of newepafoera, 
r^kieed by loana ; that at all erentii, a would have fumiehed the 
hatich larger sum than the amount of of curiouB speculation on the iSrajf in 
debt annually redeemed, had been which principles, just to a eertidn et:- 
aot^aUj borrowed since the commence- and truths, undeniable aa Ibey 

xnentof the war; that^t was impos- were orimnally stated, beoame peis 
Bible that a nation, any more than an veii^d, when they were employed, be- 
individual, could dischaige its debts yond whab their authoi^ iutenAed, mi 
by mere financial o|>eratioiiB ; and that an engine for the purposes of factiofi 
the only way of really getting quit of on- or ambition. But unhappily the «?il 
4 mmbrances was by bringing the exi^Jii- soon assumed a much more serious com^ 
diture permanently under the income, ploxion. The prevailing ideas spresd to 
17. These doctoines soon Bpi*ead the legislature ; and the statesman ^o 
among a coniAderable part of the succeeded to the government, imbued 
thinking portion of the nation ; but partly with the declamation of the 
they made little general impression period, iiafliuenced partly by the desire 
till the return of peace had diverted i of gaining a temporaiy |H>puIarity by 
into other channels the attention of the reduction of the j>uhlic burdens, 
the people, formerly concentrated on without any regSrd to the interests Cf 
the career of Napoleon ; and democra- future times, went on borrowing or 
tic ambition, liking advantage of na- abstractmg from the ainking'fund till 
tional disti'esH, had begim to denounce it was totally extinguished. During 
all that had fonnerly been done by the the great convulsion of 1832, the com- 
patiiots who had triumphed over its missioners for the reduction of the 
principles, Th^i they speedily became national debt issued an official intixna* 
universal. Attacks on the sinking- tion that their pni'chaees for tlie pub- 
fund were eagerly diffused and gene- lie service bad altogether ceauwsd. Tlie 
rally credited — the delusion of Mr i samd^m on ruful notice has since repeat- 
Bitt’s system, the ^mggle so hmg prac- j edly been sent forth from Uie same 
tised on the nation, were in every | office, accompanied, in some cases, 
mouth. The meanest political quacks, 1 with the still more alarming intcDi- 
the most despicable popular dema- j gence, that during n profound peace ii 
gogues, ventured to discharge their j cbnsiderable addition had been rriado 
javelins at the giants of former daya j annually to the tokd amount of the 
The heedlessnesa of future conse- 1 national debt. The principle acted 
quences, which ever distinguishes the ! dpon since 1823, when it was first an 
masaes of mankind, camf to infe jt uounced in parliament, has been to 
general opinion : the aversion to taxf^ apply to the reduction of debt no more 
thm, 80 general among tlie many, than the annual surploa of tlie national 
made them lend a ready oar to any income above its expenditure ; and as 
proposed reduction of taxation, with- that Rurplua, under the jealousy of 
otti the slightest regard to its influence expenditure incident to a democratic 
on the futui’e fortunes of the empire; system, can never be expected to be 
and a system on which the greatest considerable, Mr Pitt’s sinbhkg^fiiad 
and best of men in the last ago hod may now, to all practical purposes, be 
been united-^ iff commendation of considered as de^royed* 
which Fox had vied with Pitt, and - I'* preceding obsorvations, 

Sheridan with Burke — was univereally the mamh of events has been anti- 
denounced ^ the most complete and coated by nearly thirty ytsim, and 
ruinous deception that ever had been ! changes alluded to which form an 

* Tbo following taHe exhibift the progression and decline of the slzikhig-ffmd from tne 
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Blit it is <»Bly M iia<i^ Htt ‘ ncttfiar; ■ 

tebetio^ to the i^haudonment of Hr Ifined tiiit if the nation 
Pkt’esysten), fuidthe eifeotehywliioli ten taiUiaiui Und borrowing 

tbat^Wi^ haabeen^ end must be at^ twenty, it was mebing fmy progress 
tended* that tbe inoalculable Impor- in the dlsobaige of its deb^ Xu 
tanoe of bis dnandal measures be Tiew* it is of no moment % inquare 
appreciated, or the wisdom discerned wSat proportion of ibedebt anzmSiUy 
which, so far as bnman wisdom could, contracted w4l applied to tbe alnling* 
had g^ai'ded against tbe erils wblcb fund ; because, as long as larger sums 
imaif to all appearance, in^tbeir ulti> than that fund was able to daacdiiarge 
mats consequences, dissolve tbe Brit* were yearly borrowed by the it 
jsh empire. It is perfectly true, ns Mr is evident that tbe operation cf tbe sys- 
Hamilton and the opponents of the tern was attended with no present bmiO' 
sinking-fund have argued, that neither fit tq the state ; nay, that the df 
nation uor individual fortunes can its machinery was, for Retime at leaat^ 
be mended by mere financial opera- an addition to iia bimdens. IBut, all 

time of its being first instituied*in 1780, till it was broken upon by Ut Vansittait in ISii^ 
Olid tin its virttuil extinction lu 1638 : — 
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Sd[on«jr sppH«d 
to K«dttctloa 
of Ueht. 

i Total 

1 Amoani of 
Funded Debt. 

1 Tesn. 


' i. 

£ 

. I" 

1789 

902,000 


239,693*900, 

1/ 1813 

1787 

l, 5 ua,ooo 

1,000,0^10 

23})*S00,71»' 

I) 1814 

1788 

1,509.000 

1,(8)0,000 

237,(597,665 

{ 1815 

1789 

1,658,(M)0 

l*15,'i,0()0 

236,191,315 

I 1816 

1700 

1,687,500 

l,2:i0,(«M) 

234,«;i2,465 

* 1817 

1701 

lW4tH» 

1,371,000 

2.13 ,£^,965 

11 1818 

1702 

1,962,950 

1,458,504 

23l|ira7,«65 

,1 1819 

1703 

2,174,406 

1,634 ,972 

229,614,446 

1820 

3794 

2,804,945 

l,872,9:i7 

2:^4,(m,7l8 

|! 1821 

1795 

3,08.3,455 

2.143,6J)7 

247*877,237 

i 1822 

1799 

4, .190.970 

2,639,956 

801,861,306 

■1 1823 

1797 1 

9,790,023 

3,393,214 

355 , 32 : 1.774 

' 1824 

1708 

1 8,Bri,875 

4.093. 1(i4 

381,625,8.16 

: 1825 

1709 

[ 9,560,004' 

4,528,568 

414,936.334 

1 1826 

1800 i 

( 10*713,168 

44H)K,3:9 

42:1,367.547 

; 1827 

IhOl 

[20,491,325 

6,528,315 

447,147,104 

1828 

1802 i 

9,*3«,:Jh9 

6,114,03.1 

4.07.043,4^ 

1829 

1803 1 

[13,161,967 

6,494,694 

522,231,7^ 

i' 1830 

1804 1 

' 12,690,629 

7.436.029 

62s,26(),6& 

1831 

1805 i 

13,^S0,m 

9,402*658 

545,803.:n8 

1832 

1809 

15,841,709 

30,625,429 

1 573,629,9.12 

18.13 

3807 

l9,094,9tJ2 

10,16.1.579 

593,694*287 

1834 

1808 

I9,26i,«69 

10.564,673 

601,783,073 

1836 

1809 

19,(i5th643 

ll,3r»».67» 

604,287,474 

1836 

1810 

17,884,234 

12,095,691 

614,789,091 

18.17 

1811 

20*783*854 

13,075,977 

624*301,936 

1838 

1812 


14,078„577 

635,68:1*448 



24.248.030 
27,552,230 
22,50.9,653 
24,001,08,3 
23,117,541 
10,490.082 
10,648,490 
31,101,702 
24,518,885 

23.605.031 
17.096,(»O 

4,828,530 
10,583.732 
3.313,834 
2,889,528 
1 7,381,414 
I 6,0.35,114 
I 6,4So,4«5 
3,304,720 
0,070 
1,321.740 
2,4tn,927 
1,849,701 
2,160,700 
1,998,210 
‘ nil. 


10,064,057 j 
l4,H3(t,067 i 
14,241 ;907 
1.3,045, »17 
14,514,457 
15,330,483 
16,305.500 
17409.773 
17^10,057 
18,880,310 
7,482,325 
10,952,050 
9,093,475 
5,921.231 
5,7<H,709 
4,997,095 
4,560,485 
4,545,495 
1,663,01^ 
5,909 
1,023,704 
1,779,878 
1,270,050 
1,500,727 
1,800,600 
nil. 


m,mjm 

740,023*535 

752,857,239 

919,811,940 

799*200,11^ 

776,742408 

701,867,314 

704,080,490 

801*565,210 

705,318,767 

709,530,144 

701,701,918 

781,183.282 

778428,295 

783,801,730 

777.479.800 

772,322,540 

771,261,932 

757,4»e,«97 

754,l<^,540 

751,958,993 

743,675*209 

758.540.960 

761,422,570 

793,980,552 

762,771,234 


-'PowrER’s ParL TuttUn, i, and ii. 6. 8 ; Pebrer’s Mlts, 247 ; Moreau’s Tahl€» ; Poaxsa’s 
qfiht JVolien, ijt. 290 ; and for 1633. 1834, 1836. 1636. pp. 8, 4^ch year. 


jJV.i?.* -Tbls tableexhibit* the prof^tm of the ainking'jfuid and stt^ok; redeeme^ in Grwt 
Britain and Ireland, which explaiifc its dlflbronc© ftom the preceding table, appU' 
cable to Great Britain alone. e 

Since 1938 to 1848, no money has been applied to the reiluctionof thoa^oftal debt ; 
the confirwy, fresh delit, to tlie araount of iSlO.OOO.OOO, has been contoartM, b8ipg at 
the at'orage of *1,950,000 a year. About iw muchhas been paid off since but wholly 
by ihe operation of war ineome-taaL-'-Pomtcnis iPtfri, 7Vi6(«i, vii . 4, and '''“t 4. 
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,^«',.'|§te 

f ^ 4m' 

omj on eotummmte nrk- 
bit ^oti « )|ionmg]3L knowledge of 
bniBM afitare* ' be o<uiTixiced ol 
tKtis, Wi bate nnly tb look to the Oauaea 
ba^ led ^ the abandonment of 
the sinkiwfnnd ainoe the war, and t|ie 
atitb in wch that abandonment has 
the finances of the e&pire. 

20, Hr Pitt neTer locked to the 
einkibg’fhnd as the means of paying 
off the debt while loans to a larger 
abmtmt than it redeemed were con* 
IjnliSIted every year : he redded it as 
a fnnid whicn would speedily and cer- 
tainfy effect the reduction of the debt 
in tme of piaoa!* It was then that its 
real effe^ was to be seen : it was then 
the debt contracted during war 

♦ Mr Pitt's speech on the budget in 1798, 
atfords decisive s^ridence tliftt he laboured 
under no delusion on the subtect of tiie ope- 
ration of the sinkingdund during war ; but 
always looked fuitxvard to its ejects when 
loans hsd ceased, in consequence of the re< 
turn of peace, asoxemplitying its truecharao' 
ter, a]»a alone effecting a real reduction of 
the debt. ** By moans of the sinking-fund," 
said he, ** we had alvanced far ui the reduc- 
tion of the debt previous to the loans necos- 
sarilymadoin the present war, and every 
year was attended with such accelerated 
salutary effects as outran the most ssu- 
guiuo caleulation. B\U having done so, we 
have yet far to go, kvs things are circum- 
stancM. If the reduction of the debt be 
confined to the operations of tliat fund, and 
the expenses of the war continue to impede 
our plans of economy, — wc shall have to go 
fkr o^er« t/t« epetufien of tkat fund, fwn dur- 
ing pettc«, euH iHi expeettd to countsract the 
^iHt ef tki war. Yet there are nieans by 
which I am conffdent it would bo possible, 
in not many years, to restore ouv resources 
and put tlie country iu a state equal to alii 
exigencies. Xot only do I conceive tuat the 
principle is wise and the attempt pr^wtieable 
to prooure large supphos out of the diiect 
taxes from the year, but I conceive that it ir 
equally wise, and not less practicable, to 
make f^oTislon for the amount of the debt 
Sneutred and funded in the stuno year : and 
If the neqesaity of car'ying on the war shall 
ontail upon us the necessity of controoting 
another debt, (^is pnndple, if duly oairled 
Into practice, with it^ie assistance of the 
sinking-iiind to co-operate, widl enable us 
not to owe xmxire tnan we did at its com- 
meuoament. foannei indeed take it upon me 
to §ag that the war wiU not ttop the pregrm ot 
luiwimtim ; but if the means 1 have t^oin^'-d 
out are adiipted, and resolutely adhered to. 
It will leaVe ns at least staUonaiy-^'-*|^ 5 irt. 
Hist. xxxUL 1058, 1054. 


dohiidUfiBd bt thi% that it a 

iyitai^ with aU thu mauiiiibay 
site fhr its completeimd effeet^ve 0|>eti4^ 
-tioD, which, ahihd^h evmhhdewdd 
and subdued by ilm Yeet eemtraten 
of debt duni^ oame instimtty into 
powerful operation the moment tta est* 
penditum was terminated. This was 
a point of Titai im|K)rtanoe; indeed^ 
without aa experience has since 
proved, all attempts to reduce the debt 
would have proved utteriy hugatoiy. 
Mr Pitt was perfectly aware the 
natural impatience of taxation felt 1^ 
mankind in general, and the espeoiiil 
desire always experienced, when the 
excitement of war ceases, that its ex** 
penditure* should draw to a termina- 
tion. He foresaw, therefore, that it 
Would be impossible to get the popular 
representatives, at the oonoluaion of a 
contest, to lay on new taxes, and pio* 
vide for a sinking-fund to paj off the 
debt which had been coniractM during 
its continuance. The only way, thste- 
fore, to 66001*6 that inestimable object, 
was to liave tlie whole machinery con- 
structed and iu full activity during 
war, ^ that it might be at once brought 
forwai^t iu entire and efficient opera- 
tion, upon the conclusion of hc^lli- 
ties, w ithout any legislative act or fresh 
imposition whatever, by the mere tei** 
mination of the contraction of loans. 

21. From what hoM now been stated, 
it will readily be discerned in what the 
grmd merit of Mr Pitt's financial ays- 
consisted. It was the im}>osition, 
bp law, of Buflfioient indirect taxes to 
meet not only the ifit««wst of every new 
loan, but a hundredth port more to 
provide a sinking-fund for the extinc- 
tion of its capital, which was its gt*and 
distinction. It brought the nation suc- 
cessfully through the crisis of the war, 
and would have pi'^ved the ultimate 
salvation of the empii^ If it had been 
adhered to with the st^iuesa which 
he BOv earnestly impressed upon the 
n^on, and if no subsequent monetsiy 
chinge had rendered impossible the 
contlnuanoe of the indirect taxes ne- 
cessary to uphold the system. There 
was neither juggle nor deceptimi in 




riii 

ktinn tD ailit Itl Ikl^ ^IM>in|X»t^^ 
<m$iid of 
Thiel pirm«i]^o of pcoviding ftuoh « imxu 
plttsi»<^weU-)qiom«l^^ iodispenflaiblA 
l>r<diiabittry to ovoiy lystom for the re- 
duciiou of btirdeoft, inrhother in public 
or private. It waa ia the bu^uf 
upon tiliat foundation the superetruo- 
tura of a regidar invariable avsteiUy and 
beatoi^ing on it the woudevful powers 
of compound interest, that Mr Pitt's 
great merit consisted. It was the sub- 
sequent r^al the indirect taxes 
liud on to provide this surplus fund 
during peace, when th«ire was no ne- 
cessity whatever for such a measure, 
and no motive for it but the thirst fur 
temporary applause in suoeessive ad- 
nunlstrations, or the difficulty of up 
holding the indirect taxes, owing to a 
ruinous and unlook*?d-for contraction 
of the currency, which was the real 
evil that riiin€)d this noble fabric, and 
has rendered the debt a hopeless bur- j 
dm on the nation. And if any doubt 
could exist on this subject, it would be , 
lumoved by recollecting tho example 
of Prance prior to the Revolution, 
when the system went on for half a 
century before that crisis, of bojmwing 
large sums annually, and ma£ng no 
provision what.ever for payment even 
of their annual interest, in consequence 
of which the finances got involved in 
such a state of hopeless embarriEs- 
ment as, by i*endering the convocation 
of the Htates-general unavoidable in a 
tucunent of extraordinary exdtemiiit, 
overturned the monarchy. ^ 

22. The result has completely proved 
Uxe wisdom of these viewa Crippled 
and mangled as tlie sinking-fund has 
been by the enormous encroachments 
made upon it by the admmist|rations 
of later times, it has yet done much 
during the peace to pay off the debt — 
ampl^ sufficient to demonstrate the 
solidity of the principles on which it 
was founded. In the sixteep years 
from 1016 to 1882, even after these 
copious reductions, it has discheiged 
more than eigh^-two millions of the 
deb^ besides the addition of seven 
miUlotts made by the bonus of five per 


of theilh^e ^ 

, is, lb h^ paid off .in |b^ time 
j^dMriy miUfons.'* is a 

jugl^ iti a m in the 
lifettme of a nai^ioti, and du4hg the 
greater paH of which, SBtain 
WHS labon^ under sevok^^ 
ohnost all the branches of im indhi^, 
was able, even on a reduced to 
effect a r^ootion so oonsideralde. 

28. Nor has the experience of the 
last twenty years been less dedsivo as 
to the absolute necessity of making the 
provision for the liquidation 6t tho 
debt part of a permanent syst^^ 1% 
which the national frith Is absf^t^ 
and unequivocally bounds Vfhich 
depends for no part of its effidoncy 
upon the votes or financial measurea w 
the year. Since this ruinous modifictv 
tion of Mr Pitts unbending aelf-poi^ 
system was introduced ; since the 
fatal precedent was established of afi^lw- 
ing the minister to determine, by 
annual votes, how milch of the undo- 
ing- fund was to be applied to the eur- 
rent services of the year, and how mudi 
i-eserved fur its ori^ual and proper 
destination, the euorqoohment on the 
fund has gone on continually increas- 
ing, till at length it has, to aR praeticd 
purposes, swallowed it entirely up. 
The sinking'fuudf when thus brokeiiP 
upon, has proved the subject of con- 
tmosl subsequent violation^ till the 
shadow even of respect for it is gone. 
If such has been the fate of thi^ noble 
and truly patriotic establidunenty oven 
when no increased burden was re- 
quired to keep it in activity, and the 
temptation which proved fatal to its 
existence wss merely tho desire to 

♦ Funded debt on January 6, 

1816, . . . .£816,311,040 

Unhuided difcto, . . . 46,6iO,OUl 

Total, £304.822,441 
Total debt on tth January 
1883,— vis : 

Funded, £184,100,049 
Urfunded, 27,7i^2.650 

781, 858, 100 


Paid off in sixteen yeara . £82,960,840 
’^Amval Finanet 1833; aad 

Pxaitiiii, 246; and Poaiva's Forlkuiiifydiy 
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fOHAP- XIX 


bj thip W ia$y ta w Iw^ 

would bwve, beeu i«jy 

'smtAa^pi^ oouoiderstble additioos 

to,:i^ tumnal Furdeu4 upon tUe^oon- 
ctakm of boBtUiUcfs, with « view to 
^Sfoet i^'diimnutlon of tho public debt; 
and how Unipletely dependent, thei^ 
fbwi| the aSiking fund was for its vefy 
existence upon Mr Fitiia system of 
having oil its machinery put in motion 
at the time the loans were contract- 
ed during wan and its vast powers 
Iwought into full view, mthout any op- 
to ike leyislatnre, by the mere 
otcnation of borrowing, on the I'etum 
of peace,* 

24. !Not a ah&dow of a doubt can 

• In Mr Pitt’s Financial Roaolutioiia, intlic 
year 17S*9, wliich embrace a vast variety of 
important financial detail^ there is the clear- 
est indUcation, ol the lastinfr and permanent 
system to which be looked forward with per- 
fect fustlcfl for the entire liquidation of the 
public debt. One of these resolutions was,— 
“ That supposing tjne price of 8 i>cr cent stock 
to be on an average, after the year 1600, £00 
xn time of peace, and £76 in time of war, 
and the proportion of peace and war to tjo 
tlie same as for the last hundred yeura the 
Hvera^ prif-e of po|$e and war will be about 
£85 ; that the wVxole.debt created in each year 
of the present war will be redeemed in about 
forty years from aucb year respectively, and 
the whole of the capital debt existing j>ro- 
vtous to 1703 will bo redeemed in about forty- 
• seven years from the nrtsent time ; tiiat from 
1808 to 1833 (at which time the capital debt 
created in the first year of the present war 
■would be redeemed, and thchixesapplicjiblc 
to the chai'gos thereof would becfjrac dis- 
p«ji8ableX taxes would be sot free In each year 
<vf peace to ihe amount of £133,000, and of 
war to that <if £168,000 ; that the amount of 
iho sum annually applicable to the reduction 
of the debt would, m tlic course the same 
period, gradually rise irom £6.000,000 t*. 
£10,400,000; and that, on the suppositions 
before stated, taxes equal to the amenm*: of 
the charges created during each yeu' of tre 
prestmt war will be successive! ywt free, fn*m 
188S to 1840^ to the amount in the ■whtde ol 
£10,500,000, and about 1846, further taxes 
to tho amount of £4,200,0<Ki. being the sum 
applicable from 1808 to tho reduction of the 
debt existing previous to 1793 ; making In 
all, when the whoTo debt is extinguished in 
1846, a reduotion of £l0|fc000, 000 yearly.” Huch 
was the far-seeing and durable system of this 
great steuxiamaii; experienl^ has now 
proved that, if his jirindplos bad been ad- 
hered to. and the taxes applicable to tl»« 
diaiges ofthedebthod notbwn imprudently 
repealed, these anticipations would have been 
more than realised, nutwlthstandihg tlb^ vast 
incmae of the debt ilnee that tltsd. 


^w % Htt’g mA Ad- 

if ^Ir system ’ 
to sinoe tbe pewie, |6e 
national debt would hsva be^ dis- 
charged by the y^ The pay- 

ment of eighty miUionsr under the mu- 
tilated eyatem, ainoe ISI^, n^orde a 
^mple of what might hare been ex- 
P^ted had its efficiency not been im- 
paired Even supposing that, for the 
extraordinary effiorts of } 818, 1 814, und 
1815, it had be<m necessary to boiYow 
from the oommisshmers the whole 
sinking-fund during e^h of these years^ 
still, if the nation ana its government 
had possessed sufficient resolution to 
have resumed the system witli the ter- 
mination of hostilities, and steadily 
adhered to it since that time, the 
debt discharged by the year 1886 
woi.ld, at five per cent, have been above 
five hundred millions, and the sinking- 
fund would now (1885) have been pay- 
ing off above forty milUous a-year.t 
Or, if the national engagements would 
only have permitted the eiidcing-fund 
to have been kept up at ten millions 
yearly from the produce of taxes, and 
if the accumulation w’ere to be calcu- 
lated at four y>cr cent, whiCih, on an 
avera^, is probably not far from the 
truth, the fund applicable to the re- 
t Table T , showing wbat the smking-fimd, 


at £16,000, (K>0 a-year, 
froyi 1816 to 1836 

would liave p^d 

1816 



. £15,000,006 

1817 



. 15.760,000 

1818 . 



, Kt 557.500 

i.1819 



. 17,303,870 

1820 



. 18,231,67a* 

V 1821 



. 16,143.506 

1822 



. 20,300,774 

1823 



. 21,005,0.88 

1824 



. 22.055,284 

1825 



. 23.157,046 

1826 



. 24.316,572 

1827 



. ,26,530,840 

3825 



- 26,836,360 

1826 



. 23.181,423 

3SJ0 




1831 



. 31.O70!,66O 

1832 



. 83,168,677 

1883 



. 34,816,000 

1834 



. 05,624,626 

♦1836 



- 37,238,312 

^836 



* 80,000,214 


Total in 20 years, £683, 708,480 

Table II., showing what the sinking-laad, 
if malutainfid from the taxes at £10,060,000 



1801] C 

dudtion of £h0 d^i^wduld it0 liairfti 
beeii ftWd twenty 
arid ilift^dorbt al|^y4£^ Wuli 

haw thiif<y 

milUoiwi ! A tow rapid r^duabion of 
funded pwpetty wpmd not prohaWy 
haw bm eouaiatont; eith^ unth a pro 
jKsr regs^ to ih^employmeptof capital, 
ortha due creation of safe channels of 
inreatment to receive so vset an anntiai 
discharge fi'oin the public treasury. 

25, Everything, therefore, conspires 
to demonstrate TOt Kr Pitt's system 
for Ux« reduction of the national debt 
was not only founded on just principles 
and profound foresight, but on an 
accurate knowledge of human nature, 
a correct appreciation of the principles 
by which such a salutary scheme was 
likely to be defeated, and the means 
by which alone its permanent efficiency 
could be secured And no doubt Can 
now remain in any ‘impartial mind, 
that, if that system had been resolutely 
adhered to, the whole debt contracted 
during the wars of the French lievolu- 
tioa might have been discharged in 

sterling, and if accumulating at four per cent 
•ei'y, would have paid off from ISlOtolS^JO:— 


1816 





£10.000.000 

1817 





io,4tw>ia>o 

10 . 81 O 4/0 

11 , 204/00 

n, TIT;, 500 

1818 





1819 





2820 





2821 





12.071,544 

1822 





18.178.404 

1823 





10.705,540 

1824 





14,25«,7(H> ♦ 

1836 





14,822,048 

1826 





15,415,944 

1827 





10.03-A5HO 

]«28 





16.073,880 { 
17,340,833 * 

182S> 





1880 





18,034,464 > 

1831 





18,754.840 

1833 





19,605,033 

1833 





20,285,232 

1B34 





21,096,040 

1835 





21,930,604 

1836 





83.107,734 


ilptel in 2C -years, £;m.00r>,4!28 
Sum»dslng the stock, in the first cftse, pur- 
chaactt on an average at 90 by tho coTnmi»> 
wtmujw, the £63iJ,70fi,430 sterling money 
would liave redeottiod a tenth rao^e of the 
t^tock, or £087,000,000. Supposing it Ikmght, 
111 the seCt>»4 case, at an nverago of 85, whihh 
would pmbahly have been about the mark, 
the £342,000,000 sterling rnoucy would luive 
purchasi^ nofUdy a seventh more of stock, 
or £380,S57,000, b^ig just about a half of 
the debt existing at this moment (1035). 


1^^ which 

'^^ililipicd In its 'ontttrnddori. - Wlmt 
itf i^cxif which hftiiriecMoncd the cn)> 
itdn of a sywtein extracted 
with fo mmh windomt Wd sri long ad- 
hered to under the severest trials with 
unahaken fidelity ? %e answer is to 
be found in the tern pofsrjlliriews and 
yAldiug policy of succeeding states- 
men : in thensubstitution of ideas of 
present expedience for those of per- 
manent advantage; in the fiatal cOn- 
tiwction of the currency in 1819, which 
i^endered the continuance of the in- 
direct taxes which formed the basis of 
the sinking-fund difficult, and 
end impossible ; in the advent of ttmes 
when government looldsd from year to 
year, not from century to century ; in 
the mistaking the present apjikuse of 
the unreflecting many for that sober 
approbation of the ibdughtful few, 
which it should ever life the chief ob* 
ject of an enlightened statesman to 
obtain. ^ 

20. When a Greek orator was iqp- 
plauded by the multitude for his 
gspecch, the philosopher chid him ; 
** for," said he, ** if -you had api^en 
wisely, these men would have given 
no signs of approbation.” The observa- 
tion is not founded on any peculiar 
fickleness or levity in the Athenian 
|>eople, but on the pfutnanetit prin^ 
ciples of human natui'e, and that gene- 
mi prevalence of the desire for tfem- 
I>oraiy ease over considerations of per- 
luaneht advantage, which it is the 
gi-eat object of the moralist to combat, 
and to the influence of which the 
greatest disasters of private life are 
owing. And, without relieving subse- 
quent statesmen of their full share of 
responsibility for an evil which w’ill 
now in the end probably consign the 
British empire to destruction, it msy 
safely be affirmed that the British 
people, and every individual amongst 
them, must bear their full share of Ihe 
burden. A gene.fii delusion seized 
the public*mind. The populace loud- 
ly clamoured for a reduction of taxa- 
tion, without any regard to the conse- 
quences, not merely on future tlmes^ 
but their olvn pmsent advantage. Tho 
learned fiercely assaiied the sinking- 
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it 

%i9^ IdMIM ih& HttifidJm 
iito«i|>ftl^e*(sf fifea&d’ 
lof ;i^ t^iiiiiii!^tiofl of reftBQQ or e:c« 
Mwoeu Tiler Oppoaitioii vehecf^tljr 
dmuidadtd iihe remkfiion of taxofl ; ih« 
gOTommoat weekly granted ike re- 
fOimt TiiSlar after year pfia^ away 
under tkis miserable dmueion ; ftik 
idterkAx, waa repealed imidet tbe ap- 
jdimae of the wbole natiim ;* the gene- 
ral ooiiourrence in the work of deobamo- 
tmn for a time almost obliterai^ the 
dee^p Maes of party dwtinoticm, and, 
nnadflt mutual oompliments fi*om the 
Oppodtiou to the Ministerial benches, 
tim broad foundations of British great- 
ness were lookened; the provident 
system of farmer times was abandoned ; 
revenue* to the amount of forty mil- 
lions a-year, surrendered without any 
equivalent ; knd the nation, when it ; 
awakened froiti its timice, found itself 
saddled for ever with eight-and-twenty 
millions as the interest of debt, mth* 
out any means of redemption, and with 
a democratic constitution which ren- 
dered the cuustruction of any such in 
time to come utterly hopeless, i 

*i74 The people were entitled to de- 1 
tnand an instant relaxation from taxa - 1 


pramm of tho unr tam 
hm been iiiflti^portiiye 
mtemenieiidei?[peiiditmre Of wav were 
over. The income-tax ooold no lirnger 
be midured ; the i^s&eeaed taxee and all 
the direct imposts should at once kwre 
been repealed; no tna^ oxn^^fcbig thiS 
dealers in articles UaUe to hidued; taxct 
tion, should have paid anything to 
emment This was a par^ and » most 
important ^^paii, of Mr Pitt’s system. 
He was aware of the extreme and 
fouttded discontent which the i^y- 
ment of direct taxes to government 
occasions ; he knew that nothing but 
the excitement and understood noees- 
sities of war can render them bearable. 
His system was, therefore, to provide 
for the extm expenses of war entirely 
by loans or direct hixes, and to devote 
th^ indirect taxes to the interest of the 
public debt and i^ermanent charges 
of government — those bating burdens 
which could not be reduced without in- 
jury to the national credit or secnirity, 
on the termluation of hoBtUities. In 
this way a triple object was gained 
The nation, during the continuance of 
war, W'as to feel its pressure by 

the payment of heavy annual duties, 


* Taxes repealed since the i)eaoe of 1814 to 1834 ;> 

1814. War duthas on goods, ifec. 

1815. Ditto, 

1816. Property tax and war roalt» 

1817. 8weet wines, 

18)8. Vinegar, kc. 

18] it Plate glass, tbc. . 

1820. Boer in Scotland, 

1821. Wool 

1822. Annual malt and hides, 

1823. Salt and assessed U kch, < 

1824. Thrown silk and salt, 

1825. Wine, suit, dco. 

1826. Kum and British spirits, 

1827. titainps, 

1828. Rice, 4tc. . . . 
i82». Silk, &C. . . . 

1880. Boer, hides, and sugar, 

1831. Printed cotton and coals, 

1832. CaudJos, almonds, raisins, Ac. 

1833. Soap, tiles, dtc. , 

1834. House duty, 


Laid on in the some time. 
Not taxation reduced, . 


PIMJDtTCB. 

CROSS rnODUQE. 

£m.m 

£048,861 

222,000 

222,749 

. 17,547,000 

17,886.606 

37,000 

37,813 

‘ . 0,500 

9.524 

200,0(10 

278,673 

4,ono 

4,0(K> 

471,000 

490.118 

2,139,000 

2,164.037 

4,185,000 

4.286,389 

1,801,000 

1,805,467 

3,670,000 

3,m,019 

1,067,000 

1.973^915 

84,000 

84,088 

51,000 

fiU.227 

126,000 

138,406 

4,070,000 

4,304,436 

. 1,588,000 

8.189.313 

747.000 

784,mo 

1,000.000 

1,100.900 

1,400,000 

1,200.000 

£42.125,500 

£44,846^^1 

5,813,000 

£86,312.600 


Of which £18,890,000 was direoti I»i4 £17,490,000 indirect.— ParZ. PamK 14th June 1833. 
and Jiv4g^ 1834, Farl P«6. 
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Ittt tlw «ftlidlft.tBX^ii;4 

omS^:^f fnymtiiti *16; taint tnm ghnalnp 

gavats^mn^ whkli m always Mt ;«ii niucft thft pence moi^taiK^QOO^^a, 
juoint liur^eneoi^e ; end At tlie eeme oeiiy^toe been 

time the peimaiietttolMi^cf^^ p<»eddi£^theiMmepex3^ 

were pixyvided for in thoee indirect du- eeqimlrtiy^ejlertherepSel of^income* 
tajte wiii0h» Although by far the meet tax» mmoMd taiee, and thiae oppea- 
productive, are aelaom complained o^ n^e indirect taxes, an amj^fu^ for ^ 
from tibeir being mixed op with the the maintemSaoe of the sinking-ted, 
price nf commodities, and so not per- even at the elevated of fiftm tnib 
ceiyed by those who ultimately ^ar lions a-year, would hate reinaiiie|ii 
their weight Mr PiWs system of taxa- Thus Mr Pitt's system intuited within 
tion, in £ort, oomhined the impesrtant itstdf the important and intalaable qua^ 
objects of heavy taxation during war, Wes of providing amply for ^ Jtaewa- 
instant relief on peace, nnd a perma- sities of the moment, aSbrdlng Mjant 
neat provision for the lasting expenses relief on the termination of h^t}M#ee# 
of the state, in the way least burden- and yet reserving an adequate fund for 
some to the people. The influence of the liquidatibn of all the national en^ 
these admirable principles is^to be seen gagemeuts in as short a time as they 
in the custom so long adhered to, and were contracted.'* 
only departed from amidst the impro- 2P. If, indeed, ^e nation bad baaU 
yidence of later times, of separatiiig, positively unable to bdhr the burden 
in the annual accounts of the nation, of the sinking-fund of flfieen millfona 
the war cbaiges from the permanent drawn from the indireqt taxes, it might 
expenses, and providing for the former have been justly signed thab the evil 
by loans and tem^Ktrary taxes, for the consequences of its abandonment, how- 
most part in the direct iV>mi, while the* ever much to be deplored, were ma* 
latter weremetby lasting imposts, which avoidable ; and there^re that the pre- 
were not to be diminished till the bar- sent hopeless situaiioi^ of the debt may 
dens to which they were applicable were be the subject of regr^ but cannot be 
clischaraed. J reproached as a fault to any adminis- 

28. Following out these principles, tration whatever* ^ But unfortunately 
the income-tax, the aasei^ed taxes, the this was by no means the cose* To aJd^ 
war medt-tox, and in general all the appeamnee, the nation has derived no 
war taxes, should have been repealed { material benefit from a great part of 
ou the conclusion of hostilities, o# as the taxes thus improvidently aban- 
woon as the floating debt coutracted doned, but has, on the oontr^y, suf- 
during their continuance was liqui- fered in all its pi'esent interMts, as well 
tiated ; but ou the other hand, the in- as its future prospects, from the change, 
direct te*a» should have been regarrtBd ) . Total ta*e« repealed Bhae the • 

as a sacred fund set apart for the per- peace 4i2,ll6,000 

manent expenses of the natiou, the in- Might have been rqwated, viz.— 

tei-est of the debt, and the sinking-fund, ^ lY 547 

and none of them repealed, till from the w^ar duties oii gcoda VHWO 

grow thofa surplus, after meeting those Annual malt and 

necessary chaiges, it hdd become appa- hidca . * . 2,180,000 

rent that such relief could be afforded asso®^ 4,186^000 

without treuchiug on the financial re- Candles, ' ! ! 'eooiooo 

sources of the state. That the growth Soap tax. . miO.OOO 

of population, and the constant efforts ^ - • 1,200.0 00 

of general industiy, w’ould progress! wly 0(>0 

have enabled government, without! in- Leaving to support. 

juring these objects, to afl'ord such re- smkiug-fund. H.490,000 ^ ^ 

jief, at least by to repeal of the most p^gides £5,81S,000 of fresh taxes Uupoaed 

burdensome of the mcui'ect taxes, as the during the same period* 
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lii M oidy n^Mjesajary io 

moRaot, thAt iluHug me mr 

Um Wt but ihr^te undeir 

b^eoe in^tc^ greeter thaa h&va 
imposed sitloe its terminatioii) aod 
too, altbough the e^^ports sad im> 
pOQPis at that period were little more 
thaa of what they have since be- 
come. Bcriug the four last years bf 
the war, the sum autiuOdy raised by 
ta^es was from sixty-five to seventy- 
five millions, while twenty years after 
it was from foity-five to fifty; although, 
during the first period, the ex^wrts 
ranged from forty-five to sixty millions, 
and the imports fi-om twenty-five to 
thirty; while, during the latter, the 
exports had risdn to seventy-five mil- 
lions, and the imports to forty-five; 
and in the last year the former had 
swelled to the enormous amount of one 
hundred and five millions, and the latter 
to sixty.* * 

SO. Without doubt, the prosperity of 
the later yearn of the war was in a gi*eat 
degree fictitious : moat certainly it de- 
]>ended to a cei*tain extent on the fe- j 
verish excitement of an extravagant is- 1 
sue of paper, an^-was also much to be . 
fiscribed to a lar]^ portion of the capi- 1 
till of the nation being at that period j 
annually borrow'ed and spent in an un - 1 
productive form, to its great present 
^uenefit and certain lAtimate embarrass- j 
ment. It is equally clear, that if this ! 
had gone on for some yeai’s longer, | 
irreparable ruin must have been the i 
result, ilut there is a medium in all ! 
things. As much as the public ex- i 
penditiire before 1816 exceeded w’hat a ! 
healthful state of the body polttic could j, 
bear, so much has the expenditure since ; 


Itiuficd It) tax(«. 

* 1818, .... i’e3.2n,iH)0 

1814, .... 70,026,000 

1815, .... 72,210,000 

1816, .... 62,264,000 

1830, , . # . . 6.^,824.802 

1831 Ii4,810,l»0 

1832, .... 6(»,090,315 

1636, .... 48,691,180 

1837, .... 47,080,(KKi 

1838, .... 47.978,75:1 

— PeB»XR‘8 TahUi, 150, 341 ; Poarxii’S Table$, 
March 1S30 ; Poaraa’s nfthe i 


Ihat time fallen ^ ' Tkilent 

tmusitions ere m ihl^ouein 
as in private lil^. ^To pass at 
a ifjhdie of vast and unpreoedehw%* 
penditui*e to one of rigid and jealous 
economy, is in the highest degraU in- 
jurious to a nation ; it is lihe reduotiig a 
patient suddenly from an infiammat<%> 
i^etto thefare of on anchorite; li iKiay 
sometimes be unavoidable, but unqu^t 
I tionably the change would be much less 
perilous if gradmaly effected, 

81. It was unquest^onablv ri^t, at 
the conclusion of the war, to have made 
as large a reduction as was consistent 
with the public security in the army 
and navy, and to stop at once the peril- 
oiw system of borrowing money. Such 
a reduction at once permitted the re- 
j»eal of the«whole direct war taxes, But 
having done this, the question is, Was 
it expedient to {m a step further, and 
make such reductions in the indirect 
tiixcs, of wluch no serious complaint 
was mode, as amounted to a practical 
repeal of the sinking-fund ? That was 
the ruinous measure. The maintenance 
of that fund at Welv© or fifteen mil- 
lions a-yeai*, raised from taxes, with its 
growing incimsc, would to all appear- 
ance Imve been a happy medium, which, 
withot ndcbng to, but, on the con- 
trary, in tlie long-run diminishing the 
national burdens, would at the same 
time have prevented that violent tran- 
siticm from a state of expenditure to one 
of V(‘trenchinent, tmdcr the disastrous 
effects of which, for twenty years after 
the peace, all branches of industiT, 
wifh only a few intervals, continued to 
Ub'uir. No one branch of the govem- 
meut expenditure would have gone fur- 

OISi'IaI value. OSIdI^I value. 

Sxporti. iMVoita. 

Or«al Urltalft Groat Brikoln 

«.nd IrpUutd. and Ivaland. 

i:;i8,a26,26:t , ;i*26,l6,S,4ll 

Records destroyed by fire. 

62,673,0:J4 

68,624.600 ^,967,^ 

69.691.302 46.245.241 

71,4*29,004 49*713.889 

7C.ori,672 44,686,241 

* 97,621,649 67,230,968 

• 85,781,669 64,737.301 

106,170,549 61,268,320 

, i, 48, and ii 49 ; Finance Accounts, 27th 
1. 296. 
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thet to tiphald, dumg; tbiift irymsiim, Iliflt lincti ^ i)^k 4it«e<a<m A 
tli^featohay of coiini%^ iKld6k!al»l« fttit at natiotial 

n^^|ySI^Uftc^;E^ tO Buc^ n inrodiictiva inT^tt^eni/ ia 

tbt^hallolaaiM^tlumtl^ oSk^ more ooudumte to msmdk,i& 

devoted to the emklug^ftmd. Sudli a inroeperxty/ iis weR oe *(dtimat& adv«B* 
fund^ beginmiisg at twelve or fifteen mil« tage, ttum ify from an nndi^e regard to 
lionea^jrear domed firomtasesy^and pro- popular damoury it ^ allowed to re- 
gmsively rieing to twenty^ thirty, and main at the dieposal of individuale^ It 
miiy milliona annually, applied to the bl like compelling a spendthrift and 
xndemption of stock, must have had k embarraasedvlandownei', not only to 
prodigious efibct, both in upholding provide annually fox* the interest his 
credit and spreading commi^rGial enter- debts, but to pay off a stated portion of 
prise through the country. It would the principal, whichy when assigned to 
have produced an effect precisely op- his creditors, is immediately devoted 
poftite to that which the annual absorp- to the fertilising of his fields and the 
tion of the same sum in loans, during draining of his morasses, 
the war, fMjcasioned. SS. Nor is this all. The high price 

32. The public funds, under the in- of tlie funds conse(|u.Jnt upon the vast 
Alienee of the pi’odigious and gi’owing and increasing purchases of the , coin- 
purchases of the commissioners, must misstouers, would have gone t$x not 
Slave been maintained at a very high only to keep up that prosperous state 
level ; it is probably not going toontar of credit which is essential to the well- 
to say, that, since f82o, they would being of a commerciid country, but 
have been constantly kept at from bave induced numbers of private Ihdj- 
uinety to one hundred. The effect of viduals to sell out, in older to realise 
such a fftato of things in vivifying and the gi’eat addition to their c^pHais 
sustaining commercial enterprise, and which the rise of the public securities 
counteracting the depreasion conse; had occasioned. To assert that this 
quent ui»oti the great diminution of forced application yejuiy of a consider- 
the goveruineiit erpeuditure in other able portion of the national capital to 
departments, must have been immense, the redemption of the debt, would have 
The money given for the sto^ pur- altogether counteracted the decline itt 
chased by the commisaionenf would the demand for labour consequemt on 
have been let loose upon the country ; the transition frohi a state of vrar .kf 
their operations must have continually one of peace, would be going further 
poured out upon tlie nation a stream than either reason or expeiienco will 
of wealth, constantly iiicrensingMu I justify. Butthis much may confidently 
amount, w*hi«h, in the seai’ch for pro- be assorted, that the general pi'osperifey 
fitable invei&traeut, could not have consequent on this state of things 
avoided giving a most important eti- could not have failed to have render^ 
mulus to every branch of national iin-^ the tas<iition requisite to produce it 
duftiiy. The sinking-fund would meve comparatively an endurable burden— 
operattid like a great forcing- pump, that the nation would, to all appeor- 
which drew a large portion of the capi- anoe, have been much more prosperou.s 
tal of the country annually out of its than it has been under the opposite 
unproductive investment in the public system, and, at the same time, would 
funds, and directed it to the various have obtained the incalculable advan- 
benefioia] channels of private employ- tage of having paid off, during thee© 
ment. Doubtless the funds necessary prospei^ous years, above two-thiids of 
for the accomplishment of this great the national debj. This pi'osperity, 
work could only have been drawn from doubtlesf^ would have been p^ly 
the nation, as the proceeds of tliestpck owing to a forced direction of capital ; 
purchased by the oommiasioners, , just but, whatever danger there may be in 
as the produce of the taxes ia all ex- such a state of tilings while debt is 
tracted from the national industiy. annually contract^, there is compsra- 
But experience has abundantiy prov<^ tavely little when it is continued only 
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soke of wkioh ite mija^lMabio < 
mtiem ^8 obnitaribut^ to tho fortpa- qitimate boubfita toliiaquisb^,; •; 
tiOtt«fab^ea»itifiiffelliihatitahould 35. Lord Catrtlereiflfh made a’;ioSa«t 
iaotbeeatW^removedtiU that burden manly endeavour, in ISkd, to Muee 
10 bMiU(^ to a*reafeonable amount. , the people to submit for a few years to 
. Every one, when this vast re- that elevated rate of taxation by which 
d'^tatm of indirect taxes was going on, alone pmnanetU> relief from the na- 
to ^6 entire destniotion of the sink* tioual embarrassments could be 
ihg^lund and Mr Pitt’s provident Systdoa nected ; but he committed a 
of financial policy^ hwkad only, even error in the tax which he selecte^br 
wi^ reference to present advantage, to the struggle, and deviated ft* nnich from 
one side of the account They forgot Mr Pittas iprinciples in the effort to 
that if the demands of government on maintain that heavy imp)st, as snb- 
tbe industry of the nation were rapiiUy stniucnt administrations did in their 
reduced, its demands on government fthandonment of others of a lighter oha* 
must instantly undei-go a similar di- racter. The income-tax, being a direct 
minution; that if the exchequer ceiiRcd wfir impost of the most oppressive and 
to collect severity millions a-yvar, it invidiouH description, was always in- 
must cease also t<» expend it. Every tended by that great statesman to come 
reduction of taxation, even in thone to a close Avith the termination of hoe- 
branches where it was not complained tilitics ; and its weight was so execs- 
of, was held frirth a« an alleviation of hiiw, tliat it ivas impossible and unrea- 
the burdens of \/he nation, anti a reason- sonable to ex}x*cf the i*eople to submit 
able ground for popularity to its ridel's; any longer b) its continuance. Nothing 
whereas, in tnit^, the relief even at the could be more impolitic, therefore, thaii 
moment was more nominal than nml. to commit government to A contest 
Though a diminution of those burdens with the nation on so untenable a 
was effected, it tcxik place fr^quenlly ground, it was the subsequent repeal 
in quarters where, they were ‘iiijpercep- of indirect taxes to the amount of 
tible, and drew alter it an instantane- above thii'ty millions a-ycjar, when they 
ous and most sensible reducticui in the were not complained of, and when the 
demand for labour and the employ* fall inVhe price of the Uxed articles, 
ment of the industj'ious classes, at a from tire change in the value, of money, 
^ime when such demand could ill be had rendered theii* weight inipciTej*- 
spared, from the same effect having SI- tible, which was the fatal deviation 
multaneously ensued from other caus<‘s. from Mr J’itt’s principles. 

Great part of the di8t!v.ss w'hich has 3t). The atlmirdstrations by whom 
been felt by all claases since the peace this protligious repeal was effected arti 
was the result of the general diminu- not exclusively responsible for the re- 
iion of expenditure, which the too sufl.. It is not unlikely that, from the 
rApid reduction of so many^indircci: ^grf.wing pn'f'ouderauce of the popular 
taxes and consequent abandoDm'»ut of bnmch of the constitution, it had be- 
the ftinking-f und necessarily occf.dj(ined, c(»ine impossible to carry on the govern- 
and which the maintenance of its ma- ment without the annual exhibition of 
chinery, till it had fulfilled its destined some such fallacious benefit, to gain 
purpose, would to a very great degi*ee the applause of tUe multitude ; and it 
have alleviated. It augments our re- is more than probable that, from the 
gret, therefore, at the abandonment of exoc-ssive influence w'hioh in later years 
Mr Pitt's financial system, that the it acquired, the maintenance of any 
change had not ev#n the excuse of fixed provident system of finance had 
present necessity obvious expedience become* impossible. But they are to 
for its recommeudation, but was the blame, and history cannot acquit them * 
result of undue subservience to par- of the fault, for not having constantly 
ticular interests, or desire'for popular* and strenuously combated this natural, 
ity on the part of our rulera, unattend* though ruinous, popular weakness ; and 
ed even by the temporary advantages if they could not prevail on the House 
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of Oomnions to adhere to Hr 
fidaneial «(yttein, they ahould at iMt 
laid on them the re»|>on8ibiiityof 
aUf the 0 Da«e<iuencea of its abandon- 
ment Andae the repeal of indirect 
taxes during peace wa» the fated error, 
so the return to an inoome tax during 
the burdens of the Cbinesej and the 
diiMiers of the AfTghanistaun wars, in 
1842, was a wise and manly measui^, 
as much in accordance with the spiint 
of Mr Pitt's financial policy as the 
previous calamitous i^eductiona of in- 
direct taxes had beeu against it. 

It W'as impossible to explain Mr 
Pitt's sj^stem for tdie rHuctioii of the 
debt^ without antidpiming the course 
:^f events, and unfoldiiig the ruinous 
results which have followed tlit- depar- 
ture from its principles, il’lie piu-a- 
mount importance of the subject must 
pU ftd the author’s apology for the osia- 
chranism ; and it reAains now to ad- 
vert, wdth a different measure of en- 
comium, to the funding system on 
which that statesman ho largely acted, 
and the gencml principles on which his 
tixation whA founded. ^ 

o7. Jt is evident that, in some casec”, 
Uie funding system, or ihe plan of pro- 
viding for extraordmary public ex* 
penses by ht'ius, the interest of «which 
is alone laid a« a burden o»/futuro 
5'ears, is not only just, but atUmded 
with very great pu blic advantage. When 
a war is destined apparently to be of 
f>bort endurance, and a great lastifeg 
advaijtjig© may be expected from its 
results, it is often impossible, and if 
possible Would be unjust, to lay »its 
cx peases exclusively upon the yeai’Mof 
iU continuance. In ordinary coute^its, 
iiidfiod, it is frequently practicable, and 
when so it is always advisable, to make 
the expenses of the year fall entirely 
upon its income ; so i^at, at the con- 
clusion of hoatilities, no lasting burden 
may descend upon posterity. But in 
other cases this cannot be done. When, 
in consequence of the fierce attack of a 
desperate and reckless enemy it has 
beoom^^ necessary to make extraordi- 
nary efforts, it is often altogether ^ut 
of the question to raise supplies in the 
year adequate to its expenditure ; nor 
18 it reasonable, in such cosesy to lay 


vdito, te the alike of tlieii;! 
omldrefi as as themselvesi have 
engaged ki the etrfiggle, the lohcfle 
chafes pf« cSontest of whiich ths kfiore 
lasting W^llfcs aiN» pr^ably to aonrue 
to those wh^ are to succeed them Xn 
such coses, neoessity in natioi)s» not 
less than individuals^ calls lor the 
equalisation of the burden over aB 
those who ase to obtoiu the benefit ; 
and the obvious mode of effecting this 
is by the funding systen^^ which, pro- 
viding at once by loan l^e supplies 
uecessaiy for carrying on the contest, 
lays its interest as a lasting change on 
those for whose behoof the debt had 
been contracted. I) or is it possible to 
dtin 3 % amidst all the icvils which the 
abu.-5ie of this system hat occasioned, its 
astoiiisliing effect in sudideuly augment- 
ing the resouVccH of a nation ; or to re- 
Hiot the conclusion deducible from the 
fad, that it was to vigorous and 
happy application, at the close of* the 

war, that the extraordinary successes 
by which It w'^as distinguished are in a 
great degree to be ascribed'* 

88 . But this system, like everything 
good in human affai^, has its limits ; 
and if extraordinary bgnefiis may some- 
times arise fj‘om its adoption, extraor- 
dinaiy evils may still more frequently 
originate in its abase. Many indi- 
viduals have beeif elevated, by means^ 
td loans contributed at a fortunate mo- 
ment, to wealth and greatness ; but 
many more have been involved, by the 
fatal command of monry which it con- 
fers for a short pericKi, in irretrievable . 
embarrassments. Unless suggested by 
necessitymnd conducted with pmdence 
— unless administered with frugality 
and follow'ed by paraimony, borrowing 
* Loans contracted by tlie British govern- 
ment in the latter years of tho war • 

1812, £34,000.000 

1S13, . . . ' . . 2r.8ri,ooo 

1814, 08,783,000 

1815 18,500,000 

Of these great loans upwards of 000, 000 

was, in 1813, 1814, and 1815, applied annually 
to the Bubaidising of foreign i>owers, in cou- 
seiiuence o/ which tho whole armies of jEu- 
ropo came tebe arrayed in British pay on the 
banks of tlie Hbiiio ; while, at the same time, 
the Duke of Wellington, at the head of 80.000 
men. was maintained on tho eouthora fren- 
tier of Pnmoe.-- MoasAV’s TabUn PssSxb, 

m. 
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t« to naiiaii$» indiTi^M^ 
the genei»^ <roftd to It Je the 

of eootraotiog oompered ydth. the 
di^otdt^ of discharging ; the natni'al 
dii^ositioti to g^f a present command 
of rpouey^ and leading the task of pay- 
ing it off to posterity, which is the 
tempUtion that, to communiUes not 
less than single men, sp often prorCs 
itresiatible. , Opulent nations, whose 
credit is high, become involved in debt 
fipotn the some cause. which has over- 
whelmed almost all the great estates in 
Biwope with mortgages. The existence 
of the mesms of relieving present diffi- 
culties by merely contracting debt, is 
more than the firmness either of the 
heads of familicL or the rulers of em- 
pires can resist. And there is this 
extraordinary and peculiar danger in 
the lavish contraction of debt by govern- 
ment, that, by the great present expen- 
diture with which it is attended, a very 
great impulse is oommunicatod at the 
time to every branch of industry, and 
thus immediate "prosperity is generated 
out of the source of ultimate ruin. 

• 80. Mr Pitt was fully aware both of 
the immediate advantages and of ihe 
ultimate dangers^jf the funding system. 
His measures, accordingly, varied with 
the aspect which the war assumed, and 
the chances of brining it to an imme- 
diate issue w'hicb present appearances 
seemed to afford. During its earlier 
years, when the Continental campai^is 
were going on, and a rapid termination 
of the strife was constantly expected, 
as was the case with the Spanish revo- 
lution in 1823, or the Polish in 1831, 
large loans w^ere annually c< ctracted, 
and tho greater part of the wai- sup- 
plies of the year were raised by that 
means ; * provision l>eing made for tbe 
permanent raising of the interest, and 
of the sinking-fund for the extinction 
of these loans, in the indirect taxes 
which were simultaneously laid on, 
and to maintensnco of which the 

LOANS COKTRAOTBD. 

* 3793, .... £4f600,000 

1794, , ... . If»fl07,451 

17d&. , . . 42,000,646 

1796 42,736,196 

1707 14,620,000 

-Mobeau’s TaUes. " £116,354,298 


nnteal faitk was p1e4ge<^ t&H ' 
n^ole debt thus .prinei|^ fj 

andinter^t^ tvns disoba^dL 
impeaiffixnent of the wiiidte of 
synr^, so far* as finance goes, „ 

expectations of a speedy tenninai^n of i 
the contest were constantly disappointr 
ed, and that debt to the amount 0# < 

bundrod and sixteen million pouisds 
contracted before the Continetll^d ' 
peace of Campo Formio in ITST, wiii* 
out any other result than a constant 
addition to the power of France. The 
question is not, whether the I’esources 
obtained from these loans were benefi- 
cially expended, but whether the debts 
were contracted yearly under a belief, , 
founded on rational grounds^ that by 
a vigorous prosecution of the contest 
it might speedily be brought to a suc- 
cessful issue ? That this view, so far 
as '^lere finance considerations are con- 
cwmed, was well' founded, is obvious 
from the narrow escapes which the 
French Republic repeatedly made dur- 
ing that period, and the many occa- 
sions on which tbe jealousies of the 
Allies, or the niggardly exertion of its 
military resources by Greivt Britain, let 
slip tbe means of triumph when with- 
in thtur grasp. 

40.'^he financial nieasui'es of the 
Britialraiinister, tbei*fcfore, during this 
IHjriod, wore justifiable and prudent ; 
the real error couBbted in the misa^n 
plic^itiou or undue husbanding of 
land forces of tU© country, for w’hicb 
it is not so easy to find an apology. 

But after the peace of Campo Formio, 

1 infl7fi7, this system of lavislv annual 
b^Towing, in exj>eotation of m imme- 
dir.e and decisive result, necessarily 
required a modification. Great Britain i 
was then left alone in the struggle. 
Her Continental allies had all disap- 
peared from the field of battle; and 
the utmost that she could now exj>eot 
w.is, to continue a deieusiTe w^anare 
till time or a different series of events 
had again brought their vast armies / 
to her side. To have continued the J 
By|fcem* of borrowing for the war eX 
pelves of the year, in such a state o 
the contest, Would have been to go on 
with measures which .were l|ke]^ to 
lead to perdition. The war having 
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Ww ikiBSumed a dafanaiTa 9asA laat^i 
ioiaplexiot), the taomeBt had aetivad 
It hmme wMM$ey to kitig^ tba 
" ta^ withk tha year nearer to a leael 
expenditure. Tuift diangfe^ 
Mud the reaeoue for it, are thue detail- 
'ed in Mr l^itt'e speech on the budget 
f the year 1708:—^ 

41 . Nmeteen millions is the sim^ 

. -adiieh is required for extraordinary^ 
\ expensee in the present year. Accord- 
I to the receired system of hnanoial 
iopezations, the natural and ordinary 
Ipaode of providing for this would be 
it>y a loan. 1 admit that the funding 
feystem, which has so long been the 
ie^btished mode of «<upp]y^ng the 
1 public wants, is not yet exhausted, 

I though I cannot but regret the extent 
j to W'Sicb it has been carried. If we 
look, however, at the general diffusion 
^ of wealth, and the groat accumulation 
of capital ; above all, if we consider the 
hopes which the enemy has of wearing 
us out by the embarrassments of the 
I funding system, we must admit that 
■ the true mode of preparing ourselves 
to maintain the contest With effect and 
f \iltimate success, is to notice the ad> 

' vantages which the funding system is 
calculated to afford within due limits, 
and to prevent the depreciation, 'i' our 
national securitiea We ought to con* 
sider how far the efforts we shall exert 
(to preserve the blessings we enjoy, will 
^enable us to transmit the inheritance 
, to jxist<Tity unencumbered with tho’se 
' burdens which w'ould cripple their vigj;* 

I our, and prevent them from asserting 
that rank in the scale of nations whi(/i 
their ance.stors so long and gloriouso? 
luaintoined. It is in this point iaf 
I view that the subject ought to bo con- 
fiidei’ed. Whatever objections might 
have b(>en fairly urged against the 
landing system in its origin, no man 
can suppose that, after the form and 
shape wliich it has given to our ffnan- 
cial affairs* after the heavy burdens 
,^^hich it has left behind it, we can 

f recur to the notion of making the 
lies raised within the year, qu 
a scale of War expense as we ere 
placed equal the expenditure, 
ff such a plan, how desirable soever, 
lYOt.VX 


mm me- 

dihin, hoBfBvar, may Wlimitd to draw 
ak much a^snitago ftrbm the funding 
system ^ itk ffC with a 

dneregm:dtO|K>^^ and 

at the same time to obviatw the evils 
with which its excess would be att^id- 
ed. We may still devise some expe- 
dient by which we may contribute to 
the defence or our own cause, and to 
the supply of our own drigenoies; by 
which we may reduce within equitable 
limits the accommodation of the ftmd^ 
ing system, and lay the foundation of 
that quick redemption which will pre- 
vent the dangerous consequences of an 
overgrown accumulation of our pubUc 
debt ' ' 

42. To guard against the undue ac^ 
cumulatien of the public debt, and to 
contribute that share to the straggle 
in which we aie engaged which our 
abilites will enable us, tiVithout inmn- 
venicnce to those who are called 
to contribute, to afford.., appears essen- 
tially necessary. ' I propose, with this 
view, to reduce the loan for this year 
\17P8) to twelve millions, and to raise 
seven millions by ad^tioual taxation 
within the year. 1 amoaware that this 
sum does far exceed anvthing which 
bos been raised at any former period 
at one time ; but J trust that, what* ^ 
ever temiKjrory sacaiiices it may be 
necessary to make, the House will see 
that they will best provide for the ulti- 
mate success of the struggle, by show- 
ing that they ore determined to be 
guided by no personal coneiderafcioixs ; 
and that, while idiey defend the pre- 
sent blessings they enjoy, they are not 
regardless of posterity. If uie sacri- 
fices required be oousidered in this view 
— if they be taken in reference to the 
objects for which we contend, and the 
evils we are labouring to avert— great 
as they may be compared with former 
exertions, tihey will appear light in the 
balance. The objects to be attained 
in the. selection of t^e tax to meet this 
great incref«e ore thi-eefold. One great 
point is, that the plan should be dif- 
fused as extensively as possible, with- 
out the necessity of such an investiga- 
tion of property as the customs, the 
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of thope^I!lt{ ^lOl^^aaod «iMflfia«nt ^ow voted sliall >e , 
TiwjuU' odibusi. The is, oontSatted tiU iibo prfaiipl iwid itcNa^r* 

i&ould cttcl^do tiosi ere estofthelcMO^oi^atiedfcedl^w 

riile to ^ntribttta^ W hediaohwged: bo th^t sltw the 

hieiiaiSt The tidrd, that it xnilHonB shall have he^ wised ^ 

. idtould sdmit of those abatements, this year, the sm» smxiB oontmited 
in particular instanees, it might next year, with the odditimial aid of the 
Jbe limdent to midce in the proportion sinking'fund, will pay otf all that priud** 
of i^heee who might be liable under m nal and intermediate interest ^ ;^n 
general prinoiples. scheme, in- leelyourselyeB equal to this exertion^ its 
deed, csn be practically carried into effe^wiilnotbecondned toihe bene- , 
execu^on in any financial arrangement, fits I have^stated in the way of gene^ 
mtidh more m one embraced in such policy; it will go tO the exoncraiicm 
di^oult circumstances as the present, of the nation from increaaed burdens. 
With such perfect dispoaiijiona as to Unless you feel that you have a light to . 
guard against hardship in every indi- expect that, by less exertion, you wUl 
vidual instance : but these appear to be equally secure, and indulge in the 
me to be the pfmciples which should hope that, by stopping short of this 
be kept in view in the discussion of effort, you will produce a successful 
the proper method to be adopted for ierminati'>n of the war, you 
meeting the^ large deficiency which, aside all apprehensions of the present 
from the contraction of the loan, it will pi\.'88ure, and, bj vigorous exertion, eu: 
become necessaiy to make good by deavour to secure your futuio stabi* 
taxation within the present year.” Uty ; the happy effects of which will 
48. In pursufince of these admirable soon be seen and acknowledged. I am 
principles, Mr Pitt proposed to treble the aware it will be said that it would have 
assessed taxes, which fell chiefiy on the been fortunate if the system of funding 
rich,' such as servants, horses, car- had never beed introduced, and that it 
riageS ; and tha^ the house and win- is much to be lamented that it is not 
dow taxes, which in a great measure terminated; but if w© ore m'rived at 
ai’e borne by the middle ranks, should a me ment which requires a change of 
only be douWed ; both under various re- system it is some enoouragement fox* 

. striotioue, to restra^Ln their severity in ua to took forward to benefi^^hich, 
affecting the humbler class of citizeoH. on ail former occasions, hAV^M& un- 
This agreed to by the committee of known, because the means q^|i^uing 
the House of Commons ; and thus the them were uegleoted. Kais|;|m present 
first step was made in the new system sum by taxation in two Jl^i^^and you 
of contracting the loan within narrower and your posterity orej^ijlli^letely ex- 
limits, and making the supplies raised onerated from it ; buii^bn the other 
within the year more nearly approach ( i^'uid, you fund its it will en- 

to its expenditure. But tli*© produce annual tribulhfbr its inteit^at, 

of the tax fell greatly short of the ex- wuich, in foity will amount to 

pectations of goverament, a? they had no less than fort^/Wfiioiis. These aio 
calculated on its reaching seven mil- the principles, this is the conduct, this 
lions, whereas it never exceeded four is the language, fit for men legisSatiug 
millions and a half — a deficiency for a country that, from its eituation, ^ 
which demonstrated that the limits of character, and institutions, bears the 
indirect taxation on these objects had fairest chance of any in ISurope for 
been passed, and rendered a recurrence perpetuity. You should Ipok to dis- > 
to borrowing necessary in that very taut benefits, and not work in the 
year. The trebled assessed taxes thus narrow circumscribed sphere of aboil' 
imposed, however, were, according to sighted selfish politicians. You should 
Mr Pitt*8 plan, to be continued only 4»ut to yourselves this question, th^ 
for a limited time, and kept up only as only one now to be considered, * i%all | 
a war burden. we sacrifice, or shall we save to our pos' 

^ 44. 1 propose,^ said he, that the terity, a sum of between forty and fifty I 
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< mllUoiiA sterling f: . AndaW^«lli ycm \ ^ ^e iraria a eeiimaig^ li»y> 

'Hbdtdd considj^ aAi^ 'wlsde!]^ ihjeee ttoivddew^ 

a jkm and digiiiM>w«iet wotdd ritt p«i!^disd il!k» 
progim and tenoiBation 

of m present eonteat, whiich may, and,lf ikina^lqfeeda8 a lor 
witlieut exaggeration, imrolve every- regukted^iMM^^ 
tbing dear to yonradivee^ and decide most produetive, euch <tem- 

the fate of yow poeterity/* stances, the most ex{^ie»t, eohld 

45. Hein was a great ehange of sys< adopted. T^he grounds on Whkh 
tern, and a remarxable approximatioif this additionHo the.natii»a4bn^^^ 
to a more statesmanlike and manly, was proposed, were thns stated hf Hr 
mode of rmsing the sufmliea required Pitt : — 

for the existing contest. Instead of pro* 47. The principles dtiuince which 
Tiding taxes ^equate to the interest the House adopted last year, were, 
merely of the sums borrowed, direct to reduce the tot«d amount to be fd» 
burdens were now to be impose^ which present raised by loan; and next^ hi 
m two or three years would discharge provide for the deficiency by a 
the whole principal sums themsehes. porary tax, which siltuld extinguish 
An admirable plan and the nearest ap- the loan within a limited time. T^ 
proximation which was probably then modifications, however, which it be- 
})ractioable to the only safe system of came neoeasaty to introduce into the 
finance — that of making the supplses increase of the assessed t4kes last year> 
raised within the year*eqaal, or nearly considerably reduced itsf amount ;;4Mtid 
equal, to the expenditure. It was soon, it k now necessary to look for jiome 
however, departed from amidst the ne- more general and prcwjuctive ]mpaa%> 
cessitiea or profusion of future years ; which may enable us to contimie, the 
and from the heavy burdens which it $ame system of restraining the annual 
imposes at the moment, and its with-^ loan within reasonable Umits. 
drawing as much capital from the pri* this view, it is my inj^ntion that the 
vate employment oMabour as it adds presumption on whiqh the assessed 
to the public, it was necessarily at- hixes is founded shall be laid asidq, 
tended both with greatly luoi’e p^^sent and that a general tax shall be im* 
sufi'eriog, and fai‘ less counui^ctiug posed on all the leading branches of 
prosperity, than the more encouraging income. No scale, ilideed, can he adopt* * 
md delusive system of providing for ed which shall not be attended with 
al! emergencies by lavish boirowing, occasional hardship, or withdraw from 
which had previously, and for so loftg the fraudulent the means bf evaaion : 
a period, been adopted but 1 trust that all who value the 

40. The new system, thus com- national safety, will co-operate in the 
liionced, was continued with more *ir desirable purpose of obtaining, by an 
less resolution during all the i*ema^ eificient Uhd comprehensive tax upon 
der of Mr Pitt’s administration, real ability, every advantage winch 

in spite of the clear perception which flourishing and invigorated lesources 
uU statesmen had now attained of the can confer upon national efibrta.’* In 
nltltoate dangers of the funding sys- pui^uauce of these principles, he pro- 
tern, it was found to be impossible to posed that no income under £^0 a-yeai' 
continue the new plan to the full extent should pay anything : that, from that 
originally contemplated by its author, up to j£200 a-year, it should be on a 
In the next year, the war again broke graduated scale f and that for £200 
out under oiroumstances ttie most fa- a-year and upwmdi^ it should be tan 

1 *yourable to the Eui'opean powem, and per cent. « Ko one was to be oaU^ 

V sound policy forbade a ni^ardly sj^ on to make disclosure to the oommis- 
tern of finance, when, by a great 00 / 01 ,^ sioners ; but if he declined, he was to 
bined efFoi:^ it , appeared possible to be liable to be assessed at the av^ 
obtain, during the abaenoe of Napoleon which they should fix : if he gave in 
on the sands of Egypt, all the objects a statement of his receipts, he was, 
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if to it on 

WxmAi ^' wos to ^tiafiopied 

08 80 ^fiitr eourooB o^ o&d 

^ of t^wita t^eapo to be ei^- 
matod «ift Ibveet&iirtbo of the rack-rent 
^€ttr Itndi. 'The total taxable in- 
ootbe of Qreat Britain he estimated at 
£10^006,000 a-year, and caloulated the 
ptndnce of the tax at ten millione 
sterling. In oonsidemtloii of this great 
aupjply, he proposed to reduce the 
assessed taxes to their former 
level, ^ and to restrict the loan to 
£9,600,000, for v^'hich the income-tax 
‘ was to be mortgaged, after the mort- 
gage imposed for the loan of the for- 
mer year had been discharged. 

48. In opposition to this bill, It was 
argued by Sir William Pulteney and a 
considerable body of respectable mem- : 
bers, “ That the general and wise po- 
licy of the coimtry, fi'om the Ilevolu- 
tioh downwards, had been to lay taxes 
on consumption, and consumption , 
only ; and to this there was no excep- 
tion but the land tax, which was of 
inconsiderable amount ; for even the 
window-tax was a burden on a luxury 
which might be diminished at pleasure. 
Now, however.t'the dangerous prece- 
dent is introduced of le'vying a heavy 
impost, not on expenditure or con- 
, sumption, but on ^come : that is, of 
imposing a burden which, by no pos- 
sibility, can be avoided. If this prin- 
ciple be once introduced, it is impos- 
sible to say where the evil may stop ; 
for what iw to hinder tlie government 
to increase the tax to a fifth, a third, 
or even a half ; that is, to iutroduce the 
confiscations which have alu^ays distin-,. 
guished arbitrary governments, and 
have been in an especial manner the 
disgrace of the French Revolution? 
The great danger of this tax, fchei-efore, 
28 , that it not only sanctions a most 
o^oufi and dangerous inquisition into 
every man’s affairs, hut it is so calcu- 
lated afl to weigh with excessive seve- 
nty on the middie orders of society, 
while it would bear but -slightly in 
comparison upon the highest, aud to- 
tally exempt the lowest. , It would de- 
stroy the middle class, and do it soon ; 
it would totally prev^ the accumu- 
lation of small capitab;, the great 


wfe should ha^oidy !h 

community — a ndeurahhsl 
munity it would be^of noUemeh-lud 
peasants. The prineijde ihatjsid^ 
man should oonladbute aecordh^g ^to 
his means, is doubtless just: but 4s 
thiB a contiibatiou according to meausl 
jhiite the euntrary— it is a tax which 
falls with undue severity upon sosae 
classes, and improper HghtncSs 
olhers. A* person possessing petrma* 
nent and independent income may 
spend what portion of it he chooses, 
without injuiy to his heirs: Wt in* 
come resulting from personal industiy, 
or from profession, stands in a very 
different situation ; for it is necessary 
that a part of the income of tliese de- 
scriptions*, should be laid by as a pro- 
vision for old age or helpless families. 
Expenditure, thereiore, is the only 
sure criterion oi taxation, because it 
alone is accommodated to the cireum- 
stances or necessities of each individtial 
taxed : and if a few misers, under such 
a system, may avoid contributing their 
piuper share, they are only postponing 
the day of payment to their heirs, who, 
in all probability, will be tlie more 
extrj{i.\agant ; and far better that such 
insulted individuals should wcape, 
than trie far-spread injustice be inflict- 
ed, which would result from the adop- 
tion of the proposed alteration/' 

49. The income-tax, notwithstand- 
ing these objeetjons, was adopted by 
the House of Commons in the year 
1799 , the loan of that year being, for 
^vat Britain and Ireland, £18,600,000, 
i4side8 £8,000,000 of exchequer bills. 
Bit in (lomparing the amount of the 
Joans which would have been neces- 
sary, if this system of increasing the 
supplies raised within the yearli^d not 
been adopted, with that actually con- 
tracted under the new system, It was 
satisfactorily shown by Mr Pitt that 
no less than £120,000,000 WouH ulti- 
mately be saved to the nation by the 
more <»manly policy, when the iuteiv«t 
which was avoided was taken into ac- 
,poont---'astrikiugproof of the extraordi- 
nary difference to the ultimate resources 
of a country, which arises from rais- 
ing the supplies within the year, and 
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tytpyi4bg Itf pwrt ^3^ W 

fyii'diiig ’Itir 

Pitfc, hoW^, iii *«»wd to thc»e a- 
r^iaatfik, 5n one important par- 
taot&r, a i9erta1don hie general 
ftnanojSl polioy ; imdtheembaimalng 
onnseqnaifleB ot this deviation speedily 
became oonepionoua At the first im- 
position of the treble assessment it V7$g 
intended es an eztmordinaty resource, 
which ihere was no likelihood would be 
I'^uired beyond one or two^ears; and, 
in consequence, it was mortgag^ for 
a considerable proportion of the loans 
contracted in die years when it was 
in operation ; and the same principle 
was continued when it was commuted 
for the income-tax. But when this 
system continued for sereral yeai‘s in 
Bttcceasion, it came to violate the prin- 
ciple that these dire^ct taxes being a 
burdensome impost, should be con- 
tinued only while tlie war lasted ; for 
in the yeai*s from 1798 to 1801, the 
amount thus fixed as a preferable bur- 
den on the direct war taxes was no 
less than fifty-six millions, 

5Q, Th<‘ magnitude of this mortgage 
obliged Mr Pitt, in 1801, to return to 
his old mode of contracting loans, by 
providing, in' the incicafie of iifiirect 
taxes, for their interest and the sink- 
ing-fund requii*ed for their T*}demp- 
tion ; and, in 1802, when 3Ir Adding- 
ton came to airange the finances for 
a peace esUblishment, he got quit altu- 
gother of this embarrassing load onlihe 
direct taxes, which would have requir- 
ed them, contrary to all i>rinciple, to 
he continued for nine yearn after 
wni* had ceased, and boldly fundedfllt 
imce the whole of this £56,000,000, as 
well as £40,000,000 of unfunded debt 
which exiftt^l at the end of the war. 
For the whole of this immense sum of 
£96,000,000 he contrived to find suffi- 
cient taxes, even when adhering to Mr 
Pitt’s system of making provision in 
th6 funding of loans, not only for its 
annuSl interest, but for the sinking 
fund dertined for its redemption. 
There con be no doubt that this was a 
very great improvement, and th*t it 
restored this branch of our finances to 
their true principle — which is, that 
the whole sums required for the iu- 


if&mt afd redemption of the doH 
slkmld by indirOet taxes, and 

thrt^ffil^Bixrdehs should be reserved 
oni^ fort}me|xlximiidinM 
dumg Hie .vOimtiiiiuanSe of Hie war-- 
to ms&e the sfippUes raised xdihin the 
year as nearly as |»ossible equal its 
expenditure. 

*51, The changes which have now 
been mentiofled embraced all the lead- 


ing principles of Hr Pitt's financial 
system. In subsequent years the same 
policy was adopted which had been in- 
troduced with BO much aucoeea in later 


times, of augmenting a# much as pos- 
sible the supplies raised within the 
year, and diminishing as much as 
might be the loan ilhich it was still 
necessary annually to contraoi And 
of the success with whi(fii this system 
was attended, and the rapid growth 
of the machinery erect^ for Hie ex- 
tinction of the debt, thS best evidence 
is preserved in the honest teathnony 
of his Whig Buooesaot in the impor- 
tant office of chancellor of ihe ex- 


I chequer : — In the yeiur 1808,^* said 
Lord Homy Petty, afterwards Lord 
Latisdowne, ^*the pvoportion of the 
sinking-fund to the unredeemed debt 
was ns one to eighty-two; the for- 
mer being £5,836,000, and the latter 
£480,672,000. l^it in the year ending 
1st Febniary 1806, the sinking-fund 
amounted to £7,560,000, and the unre- 
deemed debt was then £517,280,000 ; 
making the proportion one in sixty- 
eight After this, it is unnecessary for 
me to enter into any eulogium on the 
sinking-fund, or to detain the House 
with mf panegyric on its past efiects 
or future prospects. Its advantages 
are now fully felt in the price of stock 
and contracting of loans ; and indepen- 
dent of all considerations of good faith, 
which would induce the House to cling 
to it as their sheet-anchor for the f\i-' 
ture, they wei*e called to support it, 
from having hatl positive experience 
of .its utility. And of the vast im- 
portance «f raising a great part of the 
supplies within the yeai*, no better 
proof can be desired than is fumiHied 
by the fact that, during the first ten 
years of the war, the increase of the 
debt was £263,060,000— being at tibe 
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liol^lk-^f^^'; WI(^)>eaiB»dii]iiig'^tlii^ fbiMd to ;i^"'}pi^oi6ahlo i!^ 
foaapo of tte i^Ot yretT^^ 180$ inod ifrmnfi4.tii0 Uomimir It is 
4o»iiviMN^ tof totnl sum toorro^sd to be regiurdedi tberefoire^ 

W bwtti i^;000,000, beitig ftt the ic«te etoelleoce in Mr PHt’a liaene^. 
ef .t%'cdi^e inilHoDB sui^, that he not onl j |$x>^ded, in 

62. Wtih the exception, however, of permanent imfjosto, for the interest iilf 
the vran^taxes thus impoaed fur a spe^ l^e whole public debt and the ainhing^ 
el4 i^^ose, and which were pledged fmid necessary for its redemption^ but 
to be temporary burdens, eUduring only made that provision exclusiw^hi 
for the year in which they were raised, in the indirect form, the burden of 
or at most for a year or two after it^ which is imperoep^ble, an4 ne^ 
all the other taxes imposed by Mr Pitt the subject of any general complaint ; 
were in the indirect form. And in par- whereas the'direct taxes, which are al- 
tionlar, the interest of the loans an- ways felt as so oppressive, were re« 
nuaHy contracted, when laid as a per- served, as a last resource, for the txn^ 
manent burden on the nation, and the avoidable exigencies of war, and spe- 
amounts requislif^ for the immediate cially restrict to those years omy 
redemption of the principals of which during which the excitement and noces- 
the War taxes were not mortgaged, as sities of the actual contest wex% ex- 
was done in 1799, were all provided for perienced 

in this mitiga^d form. The wisdom 63. In addition to these forcible rea- 
of this, arrangement cannot be better sons for always, except in cases of ob- 
stated than in thewurdsof MrHume : — vious necessity, and when national re- 
^ 'Hie best taxes are such as are levied sources ai'e exhausted, x>refemng indi- 
upon consumption, especially those of rect to dii'cct taxation, there is another 
luxury, because such taxes are least of perhaps still greater importance 
felt by the pedple. They seem in some which has never yet met with the at- 
measure voluntary, since a man may tention it deserves. It has often been 
choose how far^he will use the com- observed with surprise by travellei’s, 
modity which is taxed They are paid that %Dugh the sums which are ex- 
gradually and insensibly; tney natii- tracted from the people in a direct fSorin 
rally produce sobriety and frugality, if by the ''Turkish Pashas or the Indian 
judiciously imposed; and being con- Rajahs, have frequently the effect of 
founded with the natural price of the totally ruining industry, yet they are 
commodity, they are scarcely perceived inconsiderable when compared to the 
by the oon8umei*s. Their only disad- immense revenue derived irom the cus- 
vantage is, that they are expensive in toms and excise in the European states, 
the levying. Taxes, again, upon poa- withovit any sensible impediment to its 
sessions are levied without expense, but ey^^rtions. The reason, though not 
have every other disadvantage. Most n^jareut at first sight, when stated, 
statesmen are obliged to have recourse, appears entirely satSfactoi-y. It con- 
however, to them, in order to supply sists in a diffei*ence to the r^ouroes of 
the defioienciea of the others. Hi^- the state similar to that experienced 
nans inform us that one ef the chief in agriculture upon the meMoise be- 
oauses of the destruction of the Roman ueath, between drawing off water from 
state was the alterations which Con- the fountain-head and drawing It 
Stan tine introduced into the finances, a vast distance below, aftarjitjhas to- 
by substituting a universal direct tax tilised numerous plams in its eouto. 
in Ueu cf atmst the tithes, customs, If you abstract money in a direct torn 
and exme wMc^ formerly cotn^osed the from the cultivator or the artiaan, >the 
revenues of the emjdre. The people in rerenue taken goes at once from the 
all the provinces were so grinded by producer to the public treasury ; W 
this imposition, that they were glad to if you withdraw it from the person who 
take refuge imdertheconquering arms ultimately sells the manufactured ar- 
of the barbarians, whose dominion, as tide to the oonsumer, it has, before it is 
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Thu BW IWW^ bjtliiw fatBPWKWot 
ma;f W i^me in bc^i^ iMtBds; boi* 
lio^ ‘ 1 ^ 1061 X 1 ^ the dil^e&oe hetK^era 
i^e upon general industry when 
it Jb Of^ed upon by the tax-colleoior 
early in ita couma, and only withdraw^ 
a|%er hae giiren all the enoourage- 
ment to branohea of emplof- 

ment it is capable of effecting ! iHfty 
different inwviduals are often put 'to 
their shiifts to meet the burden of an in- 
di^ot tax, and, by their united efforts 
and increased economy in production, 
discharge it without dMculty ; a direct 
one falls in undivided severity on one 
alone, end if he attempts to throw it 
upon another, he is immediately met 
by a diminiahed sale for hie produce. 
So important is this distinction, that it 
may safely be affirmed that no nation 
ever yet was ruined*by indirect taxa- 
tion^ nor can it be so, for before it be- 
comes oppressive, it must cease to be 
productive. Many, however, have been 
exterminated by much smaller sums 
levied in the direct form ; that method 
of raising the supplies being attended 
with this most dangerous quality, that 
it is often most productive whjgi it is 
trenclung most deeply on the sources 
of futpre subsistence. ^ 

64* Nor is there any foundation for 
the obvious reply to this argument, 
based on the observation, that if the 
productions of industry are tax6<? in 
the person of the consumer, he must 
diminish the quantity which he can 
purchase^ and thus industi^r will be m 
effectually paralysed as if the imp^t 
were laid directly upon the producer. 
Plausible os this aigument undoubt- 
edly is, the common sense and expe- 
rience, of mankind have everywhere 
reject^ its authority. No complaint 
Wte made during the war of fifty-five 
mllhoxxa ,^icd annually, by means of 
indmsct {axes, on the people of Great 
^tain ; but so burdensome was the 
income-tax^ producing only fourteen 
millious a-year, felt to be, &at all^he 
efforts of government could not keep it 
on for one year alter its termination. 
When the voice of the people was di- 
rectly admitted, through the portals 


opim9d.b|: tXie Eefcm upon the 
leguui^i^iif^ wiW hot the fbr^-two 
mxUxons hr^ed aiwxu% in the indh^ 
form! but the fom* mi&cns apd a hidf 
extracted ditnotly by the assesi^ taxes, 
which were m^e the sul^ject of such 
loud complaidik tbit a gr^ reduction 
in those burdens became indispensable. 
9he people, however unfit to ji^l^ of 
most matter! in legislation, may m re- 
ferred to as i^od authority in esti- 
mation of the burdens which are felt 
as most oppressive by thmn at the 
moment. 

56, Nor is it difileult to perceive the 
reason of this univenal opinion among 
all practiqal men, how adverse soever 
it may be to the thturetioal <^inions 
of philosophers. Indirect taxes, if ju- 
diciously laid on, and not carried to 
such an excess as to render them un- 
productive^ often do nof in reriixty ftll 
on any one individual vfith overwhelm* 
ing severity; they are delayed by fibe 
economy, ritill, or improved machinery 
of all the many persons who are, em- 
ployed in the manufacture of the taxed 
article. The burden is so divided as to 
be imperceptible. Pc^oned out among 
fifteen or twenty di&rent hands, the 
share falling on each is easily compen- 
sated. A alight increase in the economy 
of the manufactuw, a trifling improve- 
ment in the macninery for |)ioduction 
of the article taxed, in the many hands 
engaged in its predation, more than 
extinguishes the burden. The proof of 
this is decisive: the m^mufaciures of 
England not only existed, but pros- 
pei^ immensely, under the cembned 
pre88ure%>f the heavy indirect taxation 
and the enormous rise of prices occa- 
sioned by the suspension of cash pay- 
ments during the war : many of them, 
though the value of money had litllen 
to a half during that period, were sfdd 
at half the price at ita termination which 
they brought at its oommencem^t. Of 
all the parts of Mr Pitt's finanoial sys- 
tem, none was mpre worthy of admi- 
ration than that which provided for all 
the pernument expenses of the nation 
by the indirect taxes ; of all the m'rors 
committed by his successors, none hiM 
been more pr(^udi<^lBl than the obsti- 
nato retention during peace, oi direct^ 
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th« ^bftirlsli iiuli* 

' It ,fe»u4^ frotti these pidiicipl^ 
ihtb% wlm m Indirect tax w veiy hs«iVT, 
<a^ Isii'^ A tiw materiali or ope sub* 
joc^^ to hut a sli£^t mAau£actarmg 
ivroeb^ It is frequently inii>ofiaible for 
‘p^rt^uoer either to compensate the 
tilstiny Inoreased skill or eoonomy bf 
^ article* or to lay it tpotx the con- 
Spmer. In such cases the tar ceos^ to 
be an Indirect impost on consumption; 
it becotnes a dir<^ burden on produc- 
tion, and, if unduly heavy, may termi- 
nate in the total ruin of the class on 
^om it was imposed. A signal in- 
stance of this occurred in Great Britain 
in regard to the heavy import duties on 
sugar. The burden formerly of thirty 
shillings, then of twenty-seven shillings, 
and afterwards of twenty-four shillings 
thehundredwfeight on West India sugar, 
was little felt dUring the war, w^hen that 
article sold for forty or forty-five pounds 
the hogshead (fyom £6 to £6, 10s. the 
cwt.) : but when, on the return of peace, 
prices f^ll to twelve or fifteen pounds 
the boghead (from 50s, to OOs.thc cwt.), 
including duty, ^ became intolerably 
severe. It thencbecame nearly a hun- 
dred per cent on the rude material — 
the same as if a duty of fifty shillings 
a quarter had been laid on wheat raised 
England for the h^me consumption. 
Nor had either the planter or the re- 
finer the means of eluding this tax to 
any considerable degree, by either rais- 
ing the pj'ice of the article to the con- 
sumer, or diminishing by economy or 
machinery the cost of its production. 
The cost of raising nide agv-icultural 
produce can hardly ever be diminished 
to any considerable extent by the appli- 
os^on of machinery; and the stoppage 
of the slave trade necessarily, in the first 
instance at least* increased the cost of 
production, wliile the only way in which 
it seemed possible to render the burden 
tolerable was by augmenting the quan- 
tity raised, which nfoessorily depressed 
to an undue extent the pric^ which it 
bore in the market Being unable to 
diminish the cost of production from 
these causes, all the efforts of the plan- 
ters to make head against thedrdifficul- 
tieii* aixd defray the interop of their 


aamr^ages; by raising more exieprive 
:of sugsiTi only t^ded loiser 
^cea* and tht^;ir the an Sx- 

dusive burden on ^msal:ses, Tbe 
proof of this is deolslvi.^ prioS of 
sugm* in America is g^etally hi^er 
than in England* If the, duty be de- 
ducted, sometimes by fully a third* In 
1881, thejprioe perhundimwckhtwas* 
fn Great Britain, twenty-thMinU 
and eightpence, excluding duly^; while 
in America it was thirty^sik smlHngs 
per hundredweight in the same y^. 
Taking interview the greater expense 
of freight to Britain than to America 
from ^686 islands, there can be no 
doubt that almost the whole tax has 
been paid in many years by the pro- 
ducers, amounting though it now does 
to a huudj’ed per oeni Nothing more 
is requisite to explain the almost total 
rufn which had fallen on these splendid 
colonies, even before the last fatal mea- 
Btiro of emancipating the slaves was car- 
ried into effect. 

57. In all fiscal measures on this 
subject, there is one principle to be 
constantly kept in view* to the neglect 
or ovei-sight of which, more than any- 
thing else, the ruin of the West Indies 
is to ascribed. This is, that while 
many branches of manufacturing in- 
dustry V^iossess the means, by improve- 
ments in machinery or the division of 
labour, of compensating very heavy 
fiscal burdens, the raisers ^ rude pro- 
d%0cc can hardly ever do the same; so 
that, unless they can succeed in laying 
the tax upon the consumer, which is 
vj^y often altogether beyond their 
j<iwer, they are forced to pay it entire- 
ly themselves, and it becomes a niin- 
ous direct burden on industiy. No 
doubt can exist on this head* when it 
is recollected not merely how »li|^t 
is the improvement which agriowdtttre 
has ever received from the aid of nasr 
chinery, but that, while in th^ mo^ 
highly civilised states* such as In- 
land, the cost of raising manufactures 
is alwqys, notwithstsndingheavytaxes 
ai^ a plentiful currency, less than in 
ruder states, that of pri^ucing agricul- 
tural produce is always much greater. 
Great Britain can undersell the world 
in manufactures, but her fanners would 
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without o eoito^low^T^ t<fitii OTJhtipihu/ for dhiiaot ogii% 
Btrihiugly illtiAtre^e of thb vihiil^iw ttud wl# irbltmtorti^ undtciii/mt^^ot, 
tiudt^o^ aud poiiqitititlt ^ a my diHh^ the M^sm whilch hie fiiNri^teDL 'k 
reht imte ,,^ ^hieu th4^ gi<^ 6t ^ ooufitthlor, bat ihe 

A|:iplied to rttde |»edi«ee«ud mauulho- oblcxjuy ooiusequeut oh thedrlimeBh of 
tared artioieB, i^hich ha» never yet the etateai^, in the pteoecntion of 
met with ad^nate attentioiL what he to ^ for the idtimate 

5S. Snoh were the generel^ features oood of the nstiolu In oompsh^ hie 
of Mr financial poU^. l)eori<^ aurable deaiguB with the 
by the iiprit of paiiy during his omi expedients df Ihe atatesnien w!^ pre- 
H£etim<^ and that of the generation ceded and foUowed him, we experiehne 
which immediately followed ; ati^a- the same painfhi tanaition ae in pasa- 
tised by the age which found itself ing horn the oontemplalion of the 
oppresei^ by the weight of the bur- stately monumenta of ancient %ypt, 
dens he had imposed, and which had wrought in granite, and c^mstrudted 
fozgdtten the evils he had averted ; ob> for eternal duration, to that of 
literated almost^' amidst the temporary gaudy but ephemer;^ palaces of the 
expedients and’^conceding weakness of Arabs who dwell aifidst their mins, * 
the governments by which h«: was sue- and whose brilliancy cannot eonduhl 
ceeded, it is yet calculated stand the the perishable nature of the nmteiials 
test of ages, and appears now in im- of which they aie composed. 
perishable lustre from the bitter «nd ^9. Whiledoiugjustids, however, to 
experienced, though* now irrevocable the great qualities of^this illuBbcibna 
consequences of its abandonment, financ^r, it is indispensable ^at we 
Grandeur of conception, dumbility of should not draw a over his fhnlfca ; 
desij^, far-seeing sagacity, were its and the application of his own prin- 
great characteristics. It was truly con- dples to the measures which he some- 
ceived in a heroic spirit Burdenii^, times adopted will best explain the 
perhaps oppressing, the }>resent gene- particulars in which J;ie was led astray, 
ration, it was calculated for the relief 1. The first great de^ct which history 
of future ages ; inflicting on its tjythors must impute to the financial measures 
a load of present odium, it was fitted of Mr Pitt, is having carried too far, 
to secure the blessings of ^ostenly and continued too long, the fundlntL 
when they were mouldering in their system, and not*©arUer adopted that 
graves. Founded bn that sacrifice of moie manly policy of raising as large 
the present to the future whicli is at a portion as possible of the supples 
once the greatest violence to ordiifnry withiu the year, the benefitB of which 
inclinations, the invariable mark of he himself aftei-wai'da so fully explain^ 
elevated understandings, and the ne- ed. During the years 1793 and 1794, 
cessary antecedent of great achieve- indeed, when foimidable armies men- 
ments, it required for its succeai^l aced Fralice on every aide, and the iron 
development, patience, self-denial, and barrier of the Netherlands was broken 
magnanimity in subsequent statesmen through to an extent never achieved 
equal, to his own. It fell, because such by Mailborough or Eugene, a speedy 
virtues could not be found in the age termination of the ww might reaaon- 
by wnich he was succeeded, it was ably be expected, and it was just, 
abandoned, because the Kevolution of therefore, to lay the vast expenses of 
1332 placed a single class of society, those years in a great degree on the 
that of the monied men and traders, shouldeiw of posterity. But after that 
in the chief possession of political crisis was past— ^ai^r Flanders and 
power. In contemplating Ips pix)- Holland bed yielded to the victorious 
found plans for the ultimate -‘fnd arms of Ficbegru — after Spain and 
speedy liberation of England, even Prussia bad retired from the struggle, 
from the enoivnous burdens entailed and when the Kepublic, instead of cod- 
on its finances by the Revolution^ tending for its existence on the Rhine, 
war, we feel that we are cmiversing was pursuiiig# under Napoleon, the 
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His*0Et OF mmm xtj.. 

l)©oim© ^ 

#iiit S ^fetmfted <soi#«Bt iv«a ^ ^ «fi»r tfenwi 
to «iid motuioreo of fin- de(<pmteMAHN^ 

aHoe ci^tdldA tbvtiucdx ft ataite of thinga fir lim frontUi ^ aid 

tliftMo^ Sm ftgainat tbft teMUe ^nam 
Iti^ l!|i|te 49if xaiaitig a coivudaiable SuWariiw, and j3:ie aoianlific abi&f ^ 
the Bopplifi 'within tha year the Archduke Oiarlea. K<;>4pnht'^ 
al^iw^ have been embraced, at latest remain, therefore, that, the Ah 
in |||6| and the enormous loans of th^ the opposite aides of that gMt ^badiat 
and v^e two following yWs reduced were, at these petioda at laftaiy esc- 
to ona-haif. These loans amounted to tremely nearly matched. Wi% 
seven^-five millions ; if forty millions effect, then, might not thxi '0i^ ^ 
had be^ raised in the time by taxation, England have been thrown in np^ the 
in addition to the imposts actually scene of warfare ; and how would the 
p^d, the difference in the sum since balance, so long quivering in eqtuli- 
pidd by the nation down to this time brium, have been brought down by^^e 
on account of the loans of these years, addition of fifty thousand British so)* 
would have beeif*abave £120,000,000 ! diers, then reiwsing inactive in the 
' So prodigious is the difference, as re< British Islands, on the theatre of Blen^ 
gards the ultimate accumulation of heim or Eamilies 1 
burdens, between the energetic and 61. Herein, therefore, lay the qapitsl 
intrepid system of raising a large por* of Mr Pitt's financial fqfstem, 

tion of the supplies within the year, considered with 'reference to the war* 
and the more acceptable but delusive like operations it was intended to |u*o^ 
policy of providing ftt the moment only mote. While the former was emeu* 
for the interest, and leaving to poste* iated for a temporary effort only, and 
rity the charge of providing for the based on the principle of great results 
Uquidation of the principal. being obtained in a short time by an 

60. II But if^uthe insidious advan* extravagant system of expenditure, the 
tagea of the funding, were to be pre- latter was arranged on the plan of the 
ferred to the ultimate benefits of the most^iggardly exertion of the national 
taxing system, it was indispensable strength, and the husbanding of its 
^.that the Warlike resources of the state resourdns for futtire efforts, totally in- 
should have been put forth on a setde, consistent with the lavish present dissi* 
and in away, calculated to imp sudden pution of its funda No one would 
advantages commensurate to the im- have regretted the great loans from 
mense burdens thus imposed on jws- 17^3 to 1799, amounting though they 
teriity ; that the contest, if gigantic and did to a hundred and fifty millions 
expensive, was at least to be short and sterling, if projx)rtionate efforts in the 
decisive. That the military power of ^Id had at the same time been made, 
England was capable, if prbperly di- lAd if it w'as evident that nothing had 
rected and called forth, of making such been omitted, which could have con* 
an effort, is now established by expe* duced to the earlier termination of the 
r^oe. The more the histoiics of the war. But our feelings are vexy dif* 
campa^ns from 1793 to 1800 are ferent when we recoUecft that during 
studied, the more clearly will it ap- thesa six years, big with the fate of 
pear that the armies of France and England and the world, only .two hdh' 
the coalition wcu'e very equally poised ; dr^ and eight thousand men were 
that l^e sfi^e sometimes preponder- raised for the regular army, and tfaat a 
ated to one side and sometimes to the nation reposing securely in n sea-^ 
other, but without any decisive advan* and inacoessiHe citadel, never had 
tage to either party. After three years aV>ve twenty thousand soldiers in the 
of protracted strife, the Kepublican field, out of a disposable force of above 
armies, in the dose of 1795, were still a hundred thousand; and that only in 
combating for c:|ist^ce on the Bhine, the two first years of the war. " Mr 
and gladly accepted a temporary re- Pitt’s plans for xniHtiuy operations 



StiMiir OS' i^^om isr 

«in bttMd ^ Cm# toil- 

n«iiik4 wetme% 

cMEkt^ ^jQEi^ Giiiwd^ Mplojr^ in I9[^ SiTt tm 0 im* 

dli^ut bol<^iai«a l^dkisigoff jtioviddiit ^fMm of bm 

pawi:|ft ini^ lOBi^kauat k% the ettromity limited to tlte g«^ addition ikm tm- 
of;.t&e board* when 'bj oonoecitrated neoewardy mmvto Hie capital ^ the 
nlaMlie miglit have gi^en Hieokmate ui^ioiial debi ite 
to 1b» adreraary at the oommenoemest l^rden of the itttereei has biM 
of Hie getae His militaiysacoesBe^ tmorta!Oate,.^DoeibtM»theloaa^^^ 
in oOM^teoee* amounted to nothing* in Hie totinstanoe* eontraeted;^!^ 
while Jfialhaanoial measures were daily the war on somew^ more liv^bnrabie* 
ine 3 !)!^iiMmg the debt in a geometric^ terms* as to interest^ than could have 
pregremion : axid thence in a great mea- been obtained if the money had been 
sure the long duration and heavy bur- borrowed in Hxe & per centfr^-that is* if 
dens of the war. ' * a bond for £100 had been given for 

6$. Ill But the greatest of till Mr each £100 only paid into the trmettiy. 
Pitf s emm* and the one which was But as a set-on again|t this tempomy 
the most inezchsable, because it was and inoonsiderabk aSrantage^ what hi 
most at variance with the admirable to be said to the experien^ (imnoa* 
foresight and endunng;^ fortitude of his sibility* with great pa^ of the f^moB so 
other' financial measures* was the extent contracted* of reducing ^e int^i^eat in 
to which he carried the ruinous systAn* time of peace ? It ia| imposHble to , 
of borrowing in the tmee per cents — lower the interest of the tlm^ per 
in other words* inecribing the public cents till interest generally falls befOW 
creditor for £100 in the books of the three per cent ; because if it Were at'- 
bank of England* in consideration of tempt^ when the rate was higher, all 
only £60 advanced to the nation. That the stockholders woxdd Immediately de* 
this policy had the effect of lowering mafnd their money, and government, 
the interest of the loans contracted, being unable to botroW below the 
and thereby diminishing the burdens market rate, would bHsome bankrupt, 
of the nation at the moment* mty be NevertheiesB, it may safely be af&rmed 
perfectly true ; though even that ad- that interest, on an average, since 1815, 
vantage, as will immediately 4ippear, has not exceeded^ if it has reached, • 
was very trifling. But what was the four per cent. Had the national debt 
advantage thus gaiued, compared to allbeenooutractedin the five per cents, 
the enormous burden of saddLtng the it might all have been subject to the 
nation .with the payment of foAy operation which in 1824 proved so 
pounds addirional to every sixty which successful with the five per cents, and 
it had received ? The benefit was tern- which, on £157,000,000 only of the 
poroiy hnd inconsiderable ; the evil debt, the amount of that stock, saved 
permanent and most material. Of the the natioK at that time £1,700,000 a- 
seven hundred and eighty millions year, to which is to be added ^e half 
which now compose the national debt, of that sum since gained by the reduo- 
about six hund^ millions have been tion of the same stock to three and a 
contracted in the three per cents ; and half; the two together, after taking into 
if this whole debt were to be paid off view the dissentients, having saved the 
at par, ihe nation would have to pay nation, /or ever, £2,400,000 yearly. Cal- 
in £E1 two hundred and fifty millions culati^iheinterest of the £600*000,000 
mere than it ever received. Supposing in the three per cents (£360,000,000 
it to be redeemed by a' sinking-fund at sterling) at £18,O0C|000 a-year, the pro- 
80, on an average— which, taking a portion ofi this annual burden, which 
course of years together, of peace and would have been saved by the first re- 
war, is probably not for from the mifi'k* duction of one per cent, would have 
and which coincides with Mr Pitt’s been £3,600,000, and by the second ^ 
estimate in 1799^the surplus to be one half per cent, £1*800,000 more j in 
l)aid above what was received, would all, £5,400,000 for ever. The sum 
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:iWT«d OB ^ti^nos of 

9lm% mk lusted hsid been 

above iSfty itallions sterling. Uveiy dne per ^bet iwis 
twie»|^ fieivA inr future the sum saved^ dui^g its ooniisiitaisoej^ td the redjse* 

S I bslereiit* would exceed a hundred tibn of the interest far mer to f^ftn 
IdEty mllUona thre^shd-a-half per cent ? 

. V, : ^e temporftty reduction of in* is so olear that it will not adihli} 
^IgM'obtainedby (K)nti^oting the argument. And if the puMlirw^* 
j^uous manner ^wiU bear no sities had rendered it 
bM^ cbmpai'ison with these serious nave i^iused the addltioi^ intei^l^hv 
losses, with which tb© system was ulti- ing the year, it would have beeii 
mately attended It appears, from the to have contracted an additionaHsIb 
curious table of loans contracted dur- every year while 'ithe inability lastly 
ing the war, compiled Moreau, to defray the additional intereait;1hfln» 
Jhat the difference in the interest of by contracting the debt on such disad* 
^ihe loans in the 3 per cents and the 5 vantageous terms, to have disabled 
pe^ cents was seldom above a half per posterity for ever from taking advan- 
cent, generally not more than a quar* tage of the return of peace to effect a 
ter.* What is the additional burdtsn permanent reduction 6f the public 
thus undertaken during the contest, to debts. Sio strqpgly, indeed, has the 
the permanent reduction which the impolicy of this mode of oontrsCtp^g 
opposite system would have enabled ddbt now impressed itself upon the 
government to have effected on ^he rc- minds of our Statesmen, that, by a 
turn of peace 1 Even supposing the solemn resolution in 1824, parliament 


* Take, for example, the following loane contracted in tbo S atm! 5 per couU, St different 
periods during the war 


c 

Amoants sc> 
tuAlly pud 
into Tr«Mury. 

Intdmt. 

Sate per cent. 

1794. Loan In 5 per cents, 

£ 

1.907,461 

9L^20 

6 per cent. 

Do. in 3 per Cuts, 

10,800,000 

602,791 

44 per cent. 

1793. Iioau in 5 per cents. 

1,490,646 

80,494 

6fr |>er cent. 

Do- in 3 i»cr cents. 

17.777.163 

841,374 

42 per oent. 

1790. Loan in 6 per cents, 

2,034,889 

101,744 

6 per cent 

L«). in S iier cents, 

8,600.000 

493,146 

H per cent. 

1797. Lt^im ill 6 per cents. 

17,815,918 

1,000,242 

per cent. 

lie in 3 per cents, 

13,000,000 

2.227.012 

826,600 

65 i>er cent. 

1601. Lonu in 5 per cents. 

111,380 

per cent. 

H per cent. 

1606. Lojui in 8 iier coats, 

27.519,644 

1,344,487 

1807. Loan in fl per cents, 

1,293,200 ^ 

64,66f) 

64 per cent. 

Do. in 3 per cents, 1 

10,800,000 

612,400 

1 f 44 iKST cent, but £140 ^tock 
/ created for each £60 

t^OO. Ix)an in 5 per cents, 

7,932,100 

i 

408,878 

( paid, 

i 6i per cent. 

^ Do. in 3 and 4 per cents, 

11,600 000 

688,433 

41 per cent. 

1811. Loan in 5 per cents, 

4,909,360 

268,316 

54 per cent. 

‘ Do. in 3 and 4 per cents. 

11,926,243 

569,600 

45 per cent 

64 per cent. i. 

1814. Loan in 5 per cents, 

6,540,400 

277,470 

Do. in 8 per cents, 

181B, Loan in 5 por cents. 

12,345,076 

574^362 

41 per cent. 

10,313.000 

60.3,810 

64 per cent. 

Do. in 8 and 4 per cents, 



27,000,000 

1,617,400 

si i»er cent 


— PsSBB&'s TetbUf^. 240, from M%beau. t 


It clearly appeaiis, fVom this remarkable table, that the difference between the interest 
paid on loans in the 3 and the 5 per cents, from tne beginning to the end Uio w^ar, varied 
only from a half to an eighth per cent. And the real aldbrence was even less than here ai>* 
pears ; for the public credltore were frequently, in the three percents, inscribed for much 
more than £100 in consideration of £60 advanced. In particular, In 1807, they received no 
less than £140 of stock for caCh £00 paid. 
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praRso^t^ bo^HMr itto^i».anf,«tl|«r 
tM JS pfaysaot# : a recoilu- 

of Jlie Sntiiiii lei^ture. 
luia'WM^ it i# 4!ey|tt% to be bopi^ 
no ml ever forget, 

ia S:ely to be overlook* 

«o ixmj other prekeworfchy 
det^aijnaldtma, smidHt the werlik^o- 
OTh democratic pressure of sul^ 

S» tPtto, as Hr Pitt contem- 
plIM the 0 S:tiiiotiQ%iof the whole pub- 
lie debt before year 1840 by the 
opecatiou of the siiikizig-fuiid, and had 
prpvjided oceans which:, if steadily ad- 
hered tp, would unqimtianably have 
proceed that r€»fdt even at an earlier 
period, the disastrous effects which 
have actually occun*ed from^his mode 
of contracting so large a portion of the 
debty are not to be charged so strongly 
as an error in his financial system* In 
the contracting of loans, present relief 
was, in his estimation, the great object 
to be considered, because the means of 
certainly redeeming them within a mo- 
derate iwriod, on the return of peacij, 
were simultaneously provided. It was 
of comparatively little impoitance that 
the interest of the 3 per cents ^ould 
not be reduced during peace, when the 
speedy liquidation of the jWincipal 

* The author was early in life imprcaBcd 
with the disastroQS effiftota of this borrow iup 
iti the three pt^r cents, bvit it was lonf? bc(iirc 
ho fotind any converts to an opinion now 
(reuerally received. In the year IBI.% when 
a student at Cvjllege, he tnalutained the doc- 
trines stated lu the text on this subject in a 
company consisting .ot* the most eminent 
mtelligent baitkcrs in Sc(jtland : and, hi par- 
ticular, contended, that if Mr Pitt could not 
)iavo afforded U yiay annnally from the taxes 
a larger interest for his loans than he actu- 
ally undertook, be should have borrowed 
a IktU ioanto pay the interest of the groat 
loan, rather thou have contracted debt In the 
three pet cents." They all, however, dis- 
puted the justice of the oinnion, tnaintain- 
ing that the money could not have been ob- 
tained on otberterms ; and the ‘"little ” loan 
became a standing joke against the author 
for many years after. Should these lines 
moot the eye of Mr Anderson of Mbrednii. 
one of the oldest and most valued of pie 
author's ^ends, and now one of the leading 
partners Of the highly rosijcctable firm of 
Sir William Forbes and CJo. of Edinburgh, 
he Will recur, perhaps,' not witimut intei'cst, 
to this incident. 


Mdittslon cf bcariy jbe eici^ 
the vom bqiTpWea iippeearjpd uf tritiug 
rnern^t^ Whdsn the c^y mdde of ,pe: 
<i^mmg the 4ebt whi^ a&y ciie ,c<m- 
tempUted, was the purohaRd^<9if ^ok 
the sinkisig'faffd commiesuii^ at 
the current mdcrket rate^. , 
tlese eonsiddrations go 
they by no nfeane exculpate 
regards these measures. Adih 
that the peduced rate of inter<Mt dui^ 
Ing the wal* might be considered as a 
ffiuT aeiroff against ihe enhanitod rate fpr 
the pacific period of nearly the same 
amount which elapsed before the d||bt 
was dischar^, still what is to he 
in favour of a sy&tofh which redeems 
at 85 or 90 a debt coutrated at 58 pr 
60 ? In looking forward to this method 
of liquidating the debti as calculated 
to obviate all the evils of Inscrihtpg the 
public creditor for a lafger amount of 
stock than he had advanced of 
Mr Fitt forgot the cert^n enhancement 
of the price of stock by the admirable 
sinking-fund >vhich he himself had 
established ; aud the more strongly and 
justly he elucidated ^he salutary ten- 
dency of its machine«y to uphold tiie 
public credit, the more clearly did he 
demonstrate the ruinous effects of a 
method of borrowing which turned al^ 
that advance to the disadvantage of the 
nation in diRcharging its eugagements.t 

66. To Mr Fifctis financial system 
there belongs a subject more vital in 
its ultimate effects than any which has 
been considered, aud the whole results 
of which are even yet far from being 
exhausted. The SosFKSSioif OF Cash 
Payments in 1797» already noticed in 
the transactions of that 3 *ear, was a 

t It in a comipon opinion that th« giraOt 
expenses of Mr administration were 
owing to tb« subsidies so imprudently and' 
noodiessly advanced to foreign powers^ to 
induce or enable thorn to carry on the 
contest. This, however, is a iniatakc- 
The loans aud snbsKiics to foreign powerfl 
during the whole war only amounted to 
i652.528, 470* of which no less than £83,000, OOO 
were advanced during the three last years. 
At Mr Pitt’s death the sum was only 
£6,370,000, The subsidies granted^ xwth the 
years when they were received, ahd the 
other Poms of the expenditure of the war, 
were as given in the following table 
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meusuw x^i boonmajjablj mow a# tho ptindpai oa^ae of t^e gwat w- 

timae ABy nbaBcis^ step of tbe polatiou of ll&gN^d io ^e 

j^t or tke pressat oentu^« When oltiiimtedeoUoe^f 

oo^uootion \vith the almost This important aod ?M suhjtd^ l^dr 
tcf^ deetactioif of the produotiveoess ever,somomeotoi^ m1t8oc>isse^ 
o|iW; Spanish mioes in Ametioa. in so interesting in its detsilB, a 

oonsaq^nenoe of the revolution whidi separate chapter lor its 

in that country in 1808, and and wiH more appropriately 
i^ i^Weguent and unavoidable rC* beogpsideredinafuturevolum^^J^^I^ 
sinM^ of cash payments, by the bill the. effects of the monetary 
ot in Great Britain, it led the during the whole war are brought 
way tp a series of eludes in prices, view, and thecommenoemetitofanotli^ 
and, of consequence, in the wlative set of causes, having an opposite 
situation, power, and influence of the dency, from the rapid decay of the 
difl'erent classes of society, more mate- Sotith American mines at its close, is 
rial than any which had occurred since at the same time made the subject of 
the idiscovery of the mines of Potosi disciission. ' . . 

and Mexico, an# which has already 67. At present, it only requires to 
subverted the former balance of power be observed, that the effects of the 
in the interior of Great Britain. To it suspensioi^of cash payments, whether 
the future historian will perhaps point good or evil, are not fairly to be ascribed 


J Sub«ldi«l 
; Tear* > to ForoiKU 
Fowor*. 


CivU lin. Ordnanor. 


£ 

2,198,200 

4.000 

810,500 

99,500 

120^012 

825,000 

2,012,178 

200,114 


I, 4(K),000| 
2, 0.50, (WO I 
2,060,102 
2,977,747 
Mt5.828 

.11,294.416 

tO,024,624 

II, 096,248 


Ordinvy. F.xtraordii)«7. 

£ 

4,167,312 
9,209,266 1 

14,562,737 
fi3.738,{fe)0 
§16,208,890 
7,0%’, 297 1 3,165,864 
9,898,716 4,241,433 
9,971,869 3,906,000 
8,838,2(tf 5,347.174 
6,951, ml 2,635,063 
8,i;U,3l5 3,165,092 

12,183,891 3,r)(K>,804 

10,758,343 6,261 ,387 I 
9,282,192 5,829, 0<m 

!», 9.56, 684 6,431,867 I 

11,358,390 5,847,760 

12,591,041 5,872,054 

11,357,623 7,178,677 
13,763,163 10,116,K/6 
15,.H82,0.50 9,60.5,313 
18,600,985 1 10,968.535 
16,632.945' 17,662,610 
2:1,172,137 


* T<it») <>harg» ; 

Navy, of I>oW. Total ' 

Total. FuDded and !G^]i«odttun>. i 

Unfunded. ‘ j 


1,021,536 

1,027,761 

1,025.842' 

1,125,053: 

1,081,046 

1,111,376 

1,208,067 

1,247,420 

1.290,136 

1,338,760 

1,425,645: 

1.417.. 517 
1,914,104 
l,676,;i2.3 
1,680,061 
1,724,147 
1,696,994 
1,651,297 
1.582,097 
1,748,349: 

1.703.. 5261 
1, 075, 152: 
1. 082,02 1| 


1 .. 600. 767 
1 , 968,008 
2 „ 55 fO,(K )0 
2 . 121,552 
l, 71 a:i 55 
2 , 221 /)16 
1 . 918,967 
2 , 165 , »TO 
l, 50 O, 73 :i 
1 , 827, 1 f »0 
3 , 550,142 
4 J 82,289 
5 , 511,064 
4 , 190,748 

5 . 108 . . %0 
! 4 , 374,184 

1 4,m,m 
1 <>>7,509 
! 4 . 252,416 
i 3 , 404,582 
I 4 , 480,729 
I 2 . 963.892 


'Tot ahiS 8 ,m »476 1 384 . 787,438 

'*'"ij0anau and Pobish. 


£ 

2,464,307 

4 , 219,156 

8.135,140 

7,780,868 

11,984,031 

12,591,728 

13.0. 36.490 
14,809,488 
17,303,370 
11,704,400 

7,979,878 

11,759,352 

14,4(W,998 

16,0S4,O28 

16,775,762 

17,467.891 

19,236,037 

20,(*.H,412 

19. . ‘>40, 679 
20,500,3.39 
21,996,624 
21,961,667 
16,373,870 


£ 

10.715,941 
11,081,159 
12,345,987 
13,683,129 
16,405,402 
20 , 108,886 
21,572,867 
21,661.031) 
33,808,895 
25.436,894 
:?6 .066,212 
26,f>69,e46 
28, m, 702 
3(»,330,859 
32,0,52,637 
32,781,592 
33,986,223 
35,248,933 
36,388,790 
88,443,147 
41,755,235 
42,912,440 
43,902,989 


£■ I 

22,754,866 ! 
29,305,477: 
39,761,0911 
40,761.683! 
60.739,8571 
61,241,798! 
59,296,0hl 
6l,617,9eH 
73,072.468 
62,373.480 
54,912,890 
67,619.475 
76,056,796 

75.154.548 
78,309,689 
76,566,013 

76.866.548 
83.735,223 
88,757,324 

105,943,727 

106,832.260 

92,280,180 

65,169,771 


'82 , 936.12671, 082,2 62i3 28, 236, 41 6161 9, 830.17611, 589, 176, 63 3] 


-This most instnictivo labie proves at a glance how httlc share cither tho foreign subsi- 
dies or civil expenditure had in the vtt»t outlay of flftec 4 hundred xnilliona during tho war. 
The first was only a thirtieth, the latter hardly a forty-eighth of the total ox]>Qnditure. 
The vastuess of the siAns abi^bed by the debt is a striking feature, amoimting to rnoto 
than a third of tho whole ; but itwvas in a certain degree unavoidable. The cost of the navy, 
amounting to about a fifth, is not to bo regretted! for it gave Britain tho naval dominion of 
the globe. It was the prodigious expenditure fo( the army, amounting to a fourth of the 
whole, wltich is the real subject of regret, attended as it was with no exploits wortfiy of being 
rcoorded till the laiit eight years of the war ; ooincidiug thus with what every other con- 
sideration indicates, that it was the niggardly use of that arm< and the ignorance whidh 
prevailed as to its effioieucy, whioh was the r^ reproach of Mr Pitt’s a^inistration. 
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toHrFitt They Hk© tl» (diu^ha<ve Mnef 

cam^t»|moe8 of the histie of m^B.U a preminent place miiat be wigne^ to 
in Frad^ the result of a baiiharpiae t^e ^ cun^enc^, «9 pcc^ 

coii^of^oii, nor^ like the ducttve of preeexit ett^gth, the op*> 
e&hh^heij[t ohatigee of a sh^ilar kind ^site system of confhiotmg , it^ efter 
in thk.^eottntry^ of litko^d selfishness the cont^ was cTer» was oondiKshrii to 
of^ions. They were future weaknesa Ko financial emha^ 

S 5% the British statesman by rassmentsof any mon^ntwefo oi^H* 
yieoessii^. Bankruptcy^ irre> ^ced while the war lasted^ su^|!)^^«nt 

national bankruptcy, stare! to 1797. Ix^vain Kapoleon 
him In the face, if the momentous the failure of the fiinding systs^^^S^ 
was any longer delayed. Once the giving way of Enghmd’s fihanoial 
the fatal measure could not be resources 'Year after year , the enor- 
recalled ; a resumption of cash pay- mous expenditTireoontiuued; loon after 
ments during the continual pressure loan, with incredible facility, was oh- 
and vast expenditure of the war was tained ; and at the close of the war, 
out of the question. TLe nation has when the revenues of France ahd all 
had amplu experience of ^e shook it the Continental statcai were fairly ex- 
occasioned, and the protracted misery hausted, the treasures of Great Britain 
it produced, at subsequent periods, were poured forth with a profusion 
ev^ in the midst of profound peace, unexampled during any firmer period 
To have attempted it during tlie wl^rl of the struggle • 

and agitation of the ^mteat, would at 68. Ko existing wealth, how great 
once have lU’ostrated all the resources soever, could account for so prodigrwis 
of the kingdom. No doubt, however, an expenditure. Its magnitude points 
cun remaiu that the suspension of cash to an annual creation of funds even 
payments contributed essentially to in* greater than those which were dissi* 
crease the available resources of Great f»Ated. It is in the vftst impulse given 
Britain for currying on the war, and is ‘to the circulation hy^he suspension of 
to be regarded as the principal cause of cash ptiymcnts, and subsequent exten- 
its successful teimination. An f^ttm- sion of paper credit of every descrip- 
sion of the (xirculating medium, espe- tion, that the gi’eat cause is to be found 
cially if accouii>anied by a g^at and of the never-failing resources of Gi'eatj^ 
increasing prtfsent expenditure, never Britain during so^ong a porit^d. Her 
fiiils to have tlxis effect. It is when, fleets commanded the seas ; her com- 
from ovor-isbue, it becomes depreciated, merce extended into evejy quarter of 
or, from distrust of government, dis- the globe ; her colonies embraced the 
credited, or when the subsequent stop- finest and richest of the tropical re- 
pag(3 or contraction takes place, that gious ; and in the centre of this mag- 
tho perilous nature of the experiment nificent dominion was the parent state, 
becomes manilest. Great immedia«« the quiclwued and extended circulation 
prosperity to all around him is often of which spread life and energy through, 
produced by the prodigality of the every part of the immense fabric, 
spendthrift ; but if he trenches deep, Great as was the increase of paper m 
amidrt this beneficent profusion, on the circulation after the obligation to pay 
resources of future yeana, the day of in specie w^as removed, it w'as scaroely 
accounting will inevitably come alike equal to the simultaneous increase in 
to himself and his dependants. In exports, imports, and domestic in* 
seeking for the causes of the vast and dustiy ; and almost boundless as was 
continued wai’like exertions of Eng- the activity of British enterprise dur- 
land during tlie war, and of th^ appa- ing those ^limating years, it must have 
reutly boundless financial resources languished from want of commensurate 
which appeared to multiply, as i&ty credit, if it had not been sustained by 
magic, wdth every new demand upon the vivifying influence of the,extended 
them, just as in investigating the causes currency. It is evident, also, that the 
of the difficulties under which all funding system, with oU its danjgers 
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mi of «o ts dittiisg ^^Idri mi 

einoe t1io>|>0ae^ liw had aihi^e meat af war. Tfi«'C^tal t&^.«aii|tin 
mw ominen% catolated lowaa W8« indea^ ^thd*wh;TO 
ti^ 4aerai^ ihb^feveri^ aotioa of the pnTakencKmraffmeiit^of mddattyj^ 
IliijWioJJtic, ana produce a temporary it ym so only in consenda»oe of bc^ 
prosperity, commensurate, in- directed into a channel 
de^ 4o the ultimate embarrassments flnence in thatrespe^ was 

it was to be attended, powerful and immediate than ^lt.,^wr 
etfll.. a degree of transient would hare been in the hands 

could never have arisen ^dnals. It was in great pait iaiMi- 
more cautious and economical pated, indeed, in a form which did te 
systeni of management.* reproduce itself, and afforded nothijli^ 

69- The contracting and immediately of providing for its charges hereaitw ; 
spending of loans, to the amount of but still that circunoetance, how preju- 
tliiriy or forty millions a-year, in addi- dicial soever to the resources of &e 
tion b> a revenue of equal amount, state ih future times, did not ditninish 
raised by taxation, had an citmordi- the temporary excitement producjed by 
nary efieotin end>uraging every branch its expenditure. Under the combined 
of industry, and enabling the nation to influence of this vast contraction of 
prosper under burdens which at first loans and extended paper oireulation, 
sight would have appesired altogether I the resources of the nation wCi'e in- 
overwhelming.^ Government is prover- ; creased in a rapid and unparalleled pro- 
biaHy a good paymaster, and never so I gression ; exporbJ and imports doubled, 


* Table showing the amoimt of bauk-notcB in circulation from 1792 to 1815, with the 
comitiorcial papertunder discount at the Ilank duriiijjjttho same iieriod, and the gold and 
silver auuually coined at the Bank, wiUi the exports, imports, and revenue lor wie same 
period. 


j> i:,.0NAt«i 
§ in clrcula* 


Commer- 

tTnJer cUl Pttp<»r Xlullion ToUl of 
Il'S, rendervtl %t Coined. note*. 
Diuik. 


OffiriAl 
Value of 
Import* 
OnUit 
llrituin. 


OffidA) I 

Value of IltrlUith • 

Ksport* Bvvenae. ! 

from Great Tonnaue ' 

imtaiD. 


1 

10.744.090 
1 14,017,510 

10.729.090 
10,W9,a63 
13,0W:,S.V> 
19.951^10 
]<i,M.54,R80 
16,913^) 

i.5,31«,9»‘ 

17,()77>*l 

17,R7j470 

i^Too.iao 

lB,95fl,flWI 

JR,7S«,8(50 

18,54S,«J0 

9l,0l«»S«0 

23,860.930 

.28,406.890 


12,88,(,S(H) Cld.TSS 

rl«'4 leniSS^ 1 S, 346.540 ) i3,S«Jl,800 | None ai,«fll,0«0 j JiaJOBtt.TTl {n,358,39» |7r)jl|l9,3J8 S,S«J,9fl5i 

. 14,017,000 1 now. , 27.9fn,«fi0 ai>«a,flB8 57.490,437 794»8J42 a.«WU7B 

im 11,416,400 ilpne. 27,099,621 90;J74,9!a 46,916, 1S6 68, SS), 711 9,646.1108! 

/.I ' I J ! ! ‘ . I 

—Pari. IMf. vij. Itiv. Hr. \ App. Pari ni«t xxxv. 1568; CoLQUnoiTN, 99.--MOBlS4n’S Tables, 
and X’xSREn, 37®,-“KAltSHAU.’s«niffesl,pp. 97, 147, 234^. 


31,013,066 

%\m,m 

34.006,700 

S8,?.';7,7H1 

so,4;«,»iB 

36.308,37.8 

S6,4M,SH1 
87,344,790 
95,504,476 
33,336,(45 
*5,660,953 
30.170 ,»I3 
87,fll8.«>4 
S54M0,704 
944123,9*9 
Hecowl# 
df'Ktroyed 
l>y 6re 
39,689,771 
31^063 
90 , 374,981 


17,864,4(14 

17,707,983 

17, mm 

W, 548,688 
' 19, 652, 646 
30.499,995 
8.54at4>]8 
.11, <169,4,57 
35,516,351 
37,111 ,<Wi 
3B4»»4>37 
4.1,515,152 
50,535,190 
54, (<714*08 
89,406,731 
08, 147, 601 
63,67ft,S(« 
«r,82s,«ir 

d5;)00.t00 
I 66,788;l99 


ldKI6,438 
1,795,940 ( 
9,147>699 
9,107.663 
8,966,570 
8,983.449 

I 

fi,«H 1 . 6 !a 

2,394.m9 

8,490,044 

9,474,774 

9,476,799 


Thus In the twenty-four years from 1792 to 18i(R, the circulation of England, including 
the large and small notes and commercial paper discounted at the Bank, was more than 
tripled;' the revcwie tripled, the exports more than doubled, and tho imi>orts increased a 
half. The increase of commoreial piaiior, from 1792 to 1$10, was afi’iKo/oUd— indicating, 
perhaps, tlie greatest and moat rapid rise in mercantile transactions in the whole history 
of the world. 
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the i^co^uce of taie» /wiHi 
rieiog, eveiiyito^rt^oioicjy rose^ 

iotej?e»t liigh, higher, 

^4 flili livelihood by 

prbdiictive mdtt8ti7> or by buying and 
Beili^^fomxdthemsalireein aetateof ex- 
iraio^Ww^T ^ inoreafling prosperity. 
That ihese faroiirable appearances 
a certain extent delusive ; that 
the food of prospisrity thus let in upoh 
aUte was occasioned by exhausting, 
in . a great degree, the reservoirs of 
wealth for future emeigencies ; and 
that a long period of languor and de- 
pression was to follow this feverish and 
unnatuxal period of excitement, is in- 
deikl oertain* But still the effect at 
the moment was the same ; and in the 
activity, enterprise, and opulence thus 
created, wer«j to be found, *the moat 
powerful resources for carrying on the 
contest. How beneffcial soever to the 
finances of the state iff future tiiues it 
might have been, to have raised the 
whole supplies by taxation wtjjin the 
year, it was impossible that from suth 
a prudent and parsimonious system ] 
there could have arisen the extraordi- 
nary vigour and progressive creation 
of wealth which rtisuHcd from the 
lavish expenditure of the nationahcapi- 
tid in maintaining the coufiict; and 
but for the profuse outlay, vvbdch haw 
been felt as so burdcsnsome in siibse' 
queni times, the nation might have 
sunk beneath its enemies, and Eng- 
land, with all iW glorit», been 8W^>t 
for ever from tlie book of existence, 

70. Had Mr Pitt’s system, attended 
as it was, however, with this vast ex- 
I>enditia’e of capital instead of incom\i 
on the current expenses, made no pro- 
vision for the ultimate redemption of 
the debt thus contracted, it would, not^ 
Withstanding the prodigious and trium- 
phant results with which it was at- 
tended, have been liable to very severe 
reprehension. But every view of his 
financial policy must be impeifect and 
eiToneous, if the sinking-fund, which 
constituted so essential a part pf the 
system, is not taken into con8iderati<pi. 
Its great results have now been ctnn- 

« demonstrated fey experience : 
ere can be no question that, if 
VOb. VI. 


it Iliad Wh adhered to^the w^hole debt 
fove been ex^infoh^hed vdth ease 
before the year ; that.isy inneerly 
asshortallmeimitvlifoaMati^^ Great 
as were the burdens of the war, 
fore, he had established the of 
rendering thehi only temporary j $ur- 
^le as the i*e8nlts of its suooee^fove 
^oved, the price at which 
puiHihased aomitted, aceordttm Ida 
plan, of a ra^nd liquidation, the 
subsequent abandonment of the sink- 
ing-fund, in qonseqnebce of the un- 
necessary and imprudent remission of 
so large a proportion of the indirect 
taxes on which it depended, whi^ is 
the real evil that has uiidone' the 
mighty sti'ucture of efoimer wisdom ; 
and for a slight and queerionable pre» 
sent advantage, rendered the debt, 
when undergoing a. rapid and success- 
ful process of liquidatiopj a lasting and 
hopeless burden on the state. The 
magnitude of this change is too gi^at 
to be accounted for by^the weakness or 
errors of individuals ; the misforiune 
thus inflicted upon the country too 
irreparable to be ascribed alone to the 
[ improvidence or shoi^sighted policy of 
subsequent governmsnts. Without 
exculpating the members of the ad- 
ministrations who did not manfully 
resist, and, if they could not prevent,^ 
I at least denounce rbe glowing aeltudont 
it may safely be affirmed, that the 
great weight of the responsibility must 
be borne by the nation itself If the 
people of Great Biitain have now a 
debt of seven hundred and seventy 
millions, with Imrdly any fund for its 
i-edemptidn, they have to blam^ not 
Mr Pitt, who was compelled to*^ Con- 
tract it in the course c»r a despCliTate 
struggle for the national independence, 
and left them the means of its rapid 
and certain liquidation, but the b^md 
democi‘atic spirit which first, from its 
excesses in a neighbouring state, made 
its expenditure unavoidable, and theSi, 
from its impatienc%of present sacrifice 
at home, dcstx'oyod the means of its 
discharge. 

71. ** All nations,” says M. Toeque- 
viile, in his profound work on Ameri- 
can democracy, ** which have made a 
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great and impreseiiovi on human 
aifaii's, to the Eo|^- 

liah, 1;^ governed by azietocratic 
bodies i '1^ inability and impatknoe 
of l^i^Svdemocraiic Bpirit render the 
Which it is the ruling power 
ixicaiviible of durable achievements.’' 
The abandonment of a system fraUgM 
with s^dh incalculable future advaU' 
tagealW the sinkiug-fond!^ but requir- 
ing a present saaidoe for its mainten- 
ance, affords decisive evidence that the 
balance of the constitution had become 
overloaded in reality, before it was so 
in form, on the popular side, and that 
the period had arrived when an “ igno- 
rant impubienco of taxation” was to 
bring about thtrf*. disregard of every- 
thing but present objects, which is the 
invariable characteristic of the majority 
of mankind. During nearly thirty 
years of aristbp'atic rule in England, 
that noble monument of national fore- 
sight and resolution progressively pros- 
pered : with its^decline, the efficiency 
of the great engine of redemption was 
continually impaired under the increas- 
ing influence of the unthinkiug multi- 
tude ; and at leu^Hh, upon the subver- 
sion of that arisWeratio predominance 
by the great change of 1882, it was 
finally to all practical pui*poseB de- 
^gtroyed. Irretrievable ultimate ruin 
has thus been brougVit upon the state ; 
for not only is the burden now fixed 
upon its resources inconsistent with 
the permanent maintenance of the 
national independence, but the steady 
rule has been terminated, under which 
alone its liquidation could have been 
expected. ‘ 

72. In truth, the abandonment of 
thCi sinking-fund, in consequence of the 
weak and vacillating conduct of th(‘ 
au^cessive administrations in yielding 
to partial clamours, raised by interest- 
ed parties lor a reduction of taxation 
afl^ing themselves, was so enoi-mous 
an error, and is fraught with such 
evidently disastjro^s effects to the 
future indepehdence and e|:istetice of 
the country, that it would be wholly 
unaccountable, in an age of intelligence 
and poUticid activity, were it not ex- 
plained by the dremul effects of Uie 
sudden and prodigious contraction of 


the cun'cnCy which took place ih^ruon^ 
seqttepce of the compeliiajfVfehe 
Bank of EnglaU^ to. resume deeh pAy- 
ments in 1819. Whoever Willc«ist.Jna 
eye over the instructive table given in 
the Appendix to the Ifwt volume of 
this work, will at once peredv^ 
this fatal measure, which, at 
time that the annual supply: the 
precious metals for the gh>be had' 
mduced a half by the effects of 
South Ameiican revolutions, curt^cd 
the paper circulation of the British 
Islands by another half, had the effect 
of lowering prices for Hie next tliirty 
years by fully fifty per cenfc.^ The 
remuneration of industry in every de^- 
partment being so greatly reduced, 
while money engagements of all sorts, 
public and private, underwent no di- 
minution, the payment of moat of the 
itn^irect taxes became impossible. It 
wiis on easy mUter for the masterw 
engaged in the principal branches of 
man nature in the kingdom to prove 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
that, under the forcible reduction of 
prices which the contraction of the 
currency had produced, they could not 
carry on their operations ivithout a 
greatj reduction or entire liberation 
from taxation. Such relief had become 
to them^« in many cases, the price of ex- 
istence. Hundre<lb of thousands would 
be thrown out of employment if it was 
not given. This explains, and can alone 
explain, the otherwise inexplicable in* 
fatuati('ii of ho many diliereut adminis- 
trations in abandoning to so great an 
extent the indirect taxes, the sheet- 
anchor of the British finances. Dis- 
astrous os it was, that abandonment 
was im effect, not a cause. It wus the 
direct and unavoidable eflfect of a 
violent and uncalled-for contraction of 
the currency to the extent of a half, at 
the veiy time when the failure in the 
wonted supplies of the preemus metals 
for the use of the globe, and the pro- 
digious increase of population and 
transactions in the British Islands, most 
loudly called for its increase. 

V3. But this only removes the diffi- 
culty a step further back. How did it 
happen that government could ever 
* See Appendix, Chap, xcv. 
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hm 1t)een induced togfite ihcii? cUtte«ft3t 
to A witswefmu|ht^W 
oouBequeucefl m Aiil^atraotion of the 
cumnoy ha® proved to be I It alfeoted 
the exmeciiiisit at le^ as muoh as the 
general itidustiy of the countiy; it at 
un0e;,^p|^ the liquidation of the 
pubnW^bt) stained down the military 
and;^tal estaHiahments of the empire 
to a ficale inconsistent with its lastiilg 
defence, and has kept the treasmy 
ever since In almost ceaseleBs embai*' 
rassmenta The solution of this enigma 
is to be found in the weight acquired 
in the countiy by a body previously 
little regarded, but which has now be- 
otec paramount to all others, in com 
sequenoo of the success of the war, — 
the mmkd hitereM. So vast bad been 
the accumulation of capital during the 
contest, So immense the numbers, and 
powerful the influence, of the ti*ad4ng 
and commercial classed who had risen to 
affluence while it continued, that they 
had now come to ovorshadow^l the 
other classes of the state put together. 
The daase8 had become aU-[>ow€rful 
whoso interest was to buy cheap and, 
sell dear. The consumers were enabled 
to set the producers at defiance. The 
IlefoiTii Act, produced by th©.*wide- 
wpread and universal .suffering occasion- 
ed by this Important change, ^ave the 
monied interest a permaufent sway in 
the state ; fur it bestowed two- thirds of 
the seats in the House of Commons on 
the members for burghs, and two-thiTds 
of the votes in every burgh on the 
trading or monied classes, or the 
jmrsona whom they could influence. 
Thence the entire deviation of British 
legislation since that time from all the 
principles which formerly i*egulated it. 
Thence the abandonment of the sink- 
ing-fund ' to cheapen government, of 
the corn-laws to cheapen labour, of 
colonial iNPotectiou to cheapen sugar 
and lyood, of the navigation laws to 
cheapen freights. England, like im- 
perial Rome, had fallen under the rule 
of a body of monied patricians/jw'hose 
interests were Jidvei-se to that of all t^e 
industriou.o classes in the state, but 
whose influence outweighed them ail 
put together. They desired to cheapen 
everything except money, and that they 


sought to make af dear as possible. 
Ultimate min will be bi^onght upon 
the Briidah as it was on the Roman 
empire, from the saxpe cause, and in 
the same wi^« And thus the i^iare 
success of the measures of fierM^n 
and a sufficient currency, which 
IjoLQ leading features of Mr BRlrs do- 
mestic poliqy, was the immediate cause 
of their abandonment by thsWi^.gen- 
emtiou, because they reared up a 
wealthy monied class whose interests 
were at variance with those of industry, 
but whose influence was beyond its 
control. 

74. But if the sun of British great- 
ness is from these causes setting In the 
Old, it is from the salhe cause nsing in 
renovated lustsre in the Uew World, 
The impatience of the demom^tio 
spirit, both in the Britisji Isles and on 
the shores of the Atlanjitc — the energy 
it develops, the desires it creates, ^the 
burdens which it perpetuates, the con- 
vulsions which it induces, all cimsinre 
to imj>el the ceaseless wave of emigra- 
tioa to the west; and the very dis- 
t leases oonsequent on an advanced 
stage of existence fo*e the power and 
vigour of civilisation hito the primeval 
recesses of the forest. Two hundi'ed 
thousand of the Anglo-Saxons or Celiac 
race we now aanqally impelled, by ne% 
cessifcy, ambition, or restlessness, from 
the British Islands to the shores of 
the New World.* In two centuries 
the name of England may be extinct, 
or survive only under the shadow of 
ancient renown; but a hundred and 
fifty millions of men in North Ame- 
rica wilf be speaking its language, 
reading its authors, glorying in its 
descent. Nations, like individuals, 
were not destined for immortalh^ ; in 
their virtues equally as their vices, 
their grandeur as their weakness, they 
bear in their bosoms the seeds bf 
mortality. But in the passions whkh 
elevate them to greatness, equally as 
in those which hfsten their decay, is 
to be distemed the unceasing opera* 

« In tfao year 184fi. $58,000 emigrants 
sailed from the British Isionds. of whom 
$44,000 Were destined for the United States 
or Canada, and in 1840 the nmnber was still 
gre&tw. 
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tioa of priDc^les at oaoa of mfta, compciwalo tiie a^saiu7 
corruptJofl^ wcmJ regeiiieratioa wMch of aatbaa by ibo vital fiij 
iK»nbai64 btmtnanity ; and wbiob, given an undecay^^ youtb^tbe nu- 
univeir^ in comjaunitiea a» in single man race. 


CHAPTER XLII. 

rnoit THE peace of PBEfiSBURG TO THE BENEWAt OP THE CONTIBEHTAt WilL 
JANUABY—OCTOBER 1800. 


1; The peace of Pressbuig seemed to 
have finally subjected tbe Continent to 
the empire of France. The greatest 
and naost fornydable coalition which 
had ever been arrayed against its for- 
tunes was dissolved. The military 
strength of Auat^-ia had received, to all 
appearance, an irreparable wound ; 
IVuBsia, though irritated, was over- 
awed, and had let the favourable mo- 
ment for striking c decisive blow elapse 
without ventuiirl: to draw the sword ; 
and even the might of Russia, hitherto 
held in undefined dread by the states 
cf southern Europe, Jiad succumbed in 
the conflict, and the noilheni autocrat ! 
was indebted to the generosity of the 
victor for the means of escaping from 
the theatre of his ovei-throw.' When 
such results had been gained with the 
great military monarchies, it was of 
little moment what was the disposition 
of the lesser powers ; bu t t’iiey, too 
had been temfied into subiniseion, or 
retired from a contest in which such ess 
oould^Ho longer be hoped for. Sweden, 
in indijpDant silence, had withdrawn to 
the of Gothland ; Naples was 

bvetitm; Switzerland was mute; and 
Spain’ consented to yield its fleets and 
its treasures to the conqueror of north* 
em Europe. Kngknd, it is true, 
with unconquerable resolution and un- 
conquered arms, stiU continued the 
contest; but afto the prostration of 
the Continental armies, and the de- 
struction of the French marine, it ap- 
peared no longer to have an intelligible 


object ; while the death of the great 
statesman who had ever been the un- 
compromising foe of the Revolution, 
au<^ the soul of all the oonfedei-aoies 
against it, led to U well-founded expec- 
tation that a more pacific system of 
goverament might be anticipated on 
the part of his successors. 

2. The hopes entertained by Napo- 
leon of such a temporary accommo- 
dation with England as might leave 
him at liberty, by fostering his naval 
power? to prepare the meous of its 
final subjugation, were soon to all appeoi’- 
ance like&y to be realised. The death of 
Mr Pitt disfTolved tlie administmtion of 
which he was the head. His tow*ering 
I genius could ill bear a partner in power 
or Vival in reno\vTi. Equals he had 
none — friends feW' ; and with the ex- 
ception of Lord Melville, whom the 
P'.nding accusation bad compelled to 
retire from government, perhaps no 
statesman bad ever possessed his un- 
reserved confidence. There were man}" 
men of ability and resolution in his 
cabinet, but none of weight sufficient 
to take the helm when it di’opped fi*om 
his hands ; and when he sank into tbe 
grtm*, the ministry, which was sup- 
ported by his single arm, fell to the 
earth, llie King, indeed, who was 
aware af the danger of intrqducing a 
ch^ige of policy in the midst of a 
desfterate conflict, and still retained a 
keen recollection of the humiliation to 
which he bad been subjected in conse- 
quence of the India bill introduced by 
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the 'Whigs in 17S4, 

ccml&ne ih^ g^yemineist hi Dhe Imds 
of ths asme immediately 

aftev/Mr Pitrs deaw commisaloned 
Lord Hawkesbury to fonn a neiy ad- 
ministration on the aame basis. But 
tha1»' experienced and cautious states* 
man aobn perceiTsd that the attemptr 
at that period at least, was imposaibje, 
and the only use he made of his short- 
lived power was the dubious one of 
accepting the wardenship (Jf the Cinque 
Porte, which had been held by Mr 
Pitt, and was the moat lucrative sine- 
cme in the gift of the crown. This 
office was pressed upon him by the 
King, and Bad undoi, Otedly been well 
deserved by his faithful services, for 
which he liafl hitherto declined any 
remuneration ; but, being the sole act 
of a shortlived power, it was much 
commented on, and gave rise to ifien 
and acrimonious discussions in both 
houses of parliament under the suc- 
ceeding administration. 

5. Independently of the acknowledged 
weakness of th® ministry after Mr Pitt 
ceased to euBtain its fortunes, the state 
of public opinion rendered it extremely 
doubtful whether any new adminis- 
tration con Id command general sup- 
port which was not founded on a 
coalition of parties, and a mflon of idl 
the principal statesmen of the time, to 
uphold the fortunes of the state. The 
defeat of Austerlitz, and the consequent 
exposure of Great Britain to the neces- 
sity of maintMning the war single- 
handed against the forces of combined 
Pui'ope, had made a deep impression 
on the public mind. Many believed 
some changf? of system to be necessary j 
and the oj)inK)n was sensibly gaining 
ground, that, having unsuccessfully 
made «o many attempts to overthrow 
the power of revolutionary France by 
hostility, the time had now anived 
when it was not only expedient, but 
necessary, to try whether its forces 
might not be more effectually disarmed 
by pacific relations. Complaiul% against 
the abuses of government— some /'cal, 
some imaginary— during the codduct 
of so long and costly a war, had multi- 
plied to a great degree. The Opposi- 
tion jouruids had increased in number 


and vehemence of l^lamation ; and the 
vote againet Lord MelviUe m the House 
of Commona had shaken the opinion 
of numbera in the inlsgrity of govern- 
ment, in that point where Mr Pittas ad- 
ministration hM hitherto been r^arded 
as most pure. The Toiies, it' was said, 
isre exhausted by perpetual service for 
twenty yeaiTB ; the hopes of ^e state 
are to be fbtibd in the ranks of the 
Whigs ; or, at all events, the time has 
now arriv^ when those absurd party 
distinctions should cease, and all true 
friends to their country, on whichever 
aide of politics, must unite for the for- 
mation of a liberal and extended ad- 
ministration, on so broad a basis as to 
bring its whole capiSity to bear on the 
fortunes of the state during the peHIous 
times which are evidently approaching. 
A general wdsh, accordingly, was felt 
for the formation ot a government 
which should unite " all the taleajs" of 
the nation, without regard to party dis- 
tinction — a natural wish at all timep, 
and frequently indulged by the British 
people, but which has never led to any 
good result in the history of England. 
It never con do srjf except in such a 
crisis of national dagger as would have 
led the Romans to appoint a difetetor, 
and as calls for the suepenRiou of all 
difference in forygn or domestic policy 
for the warding off immediate danger, 
by which all are equally threatened. 

4. Yielding, at lenjd'h, though un- 
willingly, and with sinister presenti- 
meute, to the inclinations of the people 
and the necessity of his situation, the 
King, jn the 26th January, eent a 
message to Lord Grenville, so long the 
firm supporter of Mr Pitt’s foreign 
administration, requesting bis attend- 
ance at Buckingham House, to confer 
with his Majesty on the formation of 
a goveniment. Lord GrenviUc sug- 
gested Mr Fox as the person he should 
consult on the subject. The Hing, 
though personally averse to that states- 
man, instantly .xiw the necessity of 
making ♦his private feelings give way 
to the public good. ** I thought so, 
and I meant it so,” replied the King ; 
and immediately the formation of an 
administration was intrusted to these 
two illusti'iouB men. Ko time was lost 
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in fw&ndittg for Mt Addington, iwently 
Iidrd Sidmouth, who 
ngmd to Jte ^£t of tho adminiatm* 
tion. Tlte aiudoiiB wiah expressed both 
by the eof ereign and the nation that 
thei^^ment should be formed on 
briohdest possible basis, ao as to in^ 
clnde all tlie leading men of the couni* 
try, led to a coalition of pa^ea, which, 
although it gave great a|»parent stabi- 
at the outset, was little calculated 
in the end to insure the permanence, of 
the administration. 

5* Three distinct and well-de6ned , 
parties, independent of the partisans 
cf Mr Hit's cabinet, then divided the 
legislature and the nation. The ardent 
Whigs, who had hdhered through all 
the hoifora of the French Revolution 
to. democratic principles, were repre- 
sented by Mr Fox and Mr Ei-skine, and 
embraced all t*he zealous adherents uf 
highly popular institutions throughout 
the eoiinti'y. Parliamentary refortp, 
Catholic emancipation, the ref>eal of 
the test acts, the abolition of slavery, 
peace with France, were inscribed on 
their banners. Another section of the 
Whig party existcf*, who had recently 
been arrayed in fiftrce hostility against 
their former allies. They were com- 
posed of the old Whig families which 
seceded with Mr Ijurke, at the com- 1 
mencemeut of the French Revolution, 
from the popular side, and acted with 
Mr Pitt till his I'esignatlon in 1800, but 
never coales-ced with his government 
after his resumption of pow'cr. This 
party, led in parliament by Lord (rren- 
ville, Earl Sjiencer, and M r Windham, 
embraced many j»owerful aristocratic 
families, and a large portion of pri’rate 
worth and ability, but their hold on 
the affei^ions of the populace was not 
so oonMderable as that of their stancher 
brethren. In hostility to France, and 
fierce opposition to revolutionary prin- 
ciplesi they yielded not to the warmest 
partisans of Mr Pitt ; but in domestic 
questions they Inclimid to the popular 
side, although they might be expected 
to form a s^utary chedc on the inno- 
vating ardour of the more democratic 
portion of the government. Less con- 
siderable from general support or par- 
liamentary eloquence than either of 


these great though h^ghljr re- 
spectable fhwn weight of private 

character, the adherents of Mr Addings 
ton's administration, who had lummned 
in Opposition evea* since Weredis- 
plaoed from power, were stilT bf impor-^ 
tance from their business talents^ and 
the intimate acquaintance had 
with the machinery of govermhent. 
Lord Sidmouth (formerly Mr Adding- 
ton) was the leader of this portion of 
the old Tory administration, whom ex^ 
elusion from office had led to ooslesee, 
not in the most creditable miuiner, 
with their ancient antagonists; and, 
from the known pacific inblinations cf. 
their chief, no serious diffigrence of 
opinion in the cabinet was anticipated, 
at least so fiu as foi*eign ofikirs were 
concerned. ^ 

6. The leaders of these three parties 
werh combined in the new cabinet; 
but the prepondefanct; of Mr Fox's ad- 
herents was BO great as to render the 
ministry, to all intents and purposes, 
a Wliig administration, which speedily 
appeared in the universal removal of 
ail Tory functionaries from eveiy office, 
even the most inconsiderable, under 
government.* Mr Fox, though entitled, 
from his talents and influence, to the 
highest appointment undex the crown, 
contentedV himself with the important 
office of Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
deeming that the situation in whidi 
most ©mbam*i4sment was to be ex- 
pected, and where his own principles 
were likely soonest to lead to impor- 
tant l eeulta. I^ord GlrenviUe was maile 
FuBt Lord of the Treasury; Mr Erskine, 
Lord Chancellor; Lord Howick (for- 

* The Cabinet was composed of tUo follow- 
ing luembers; — 

Jjord Erskine— Lord Chancellor. 

Bari Fitz wi I Uam— Presiden fc of the Council 

Viscount Kidmouth— liOrd Privy Seal. 

Lord GrenvlDo— First liord of the Treasury. 

liord Ho wick— First Lird. of the Admimlty. 

Earl Moira— Master General of tlie Ord- 
nance. 

Earl ypencer— Secretary of State for Homo 

Mr Fox— Foreign Aflairs. 

Mir Windham —Secretary at War. 

IjoiW Henry Petty— Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 

Lord EUeuberough— Chief Justlijo, with a 
seat in tho Oahiuei. 

— jfim. Acg. I60d, 2(i. 
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merly MrOray), ofJjlie Jfti- 

njiraltjrj Mp 

for tie The cit- 

binet «tx|hibate(i a spkttdiii of 

abiB^> ^uid was auwously looked to 
by iher ODUOtry, with the undefined 
hope whioh i^aturally arises upon ad- 
mitting a party whose leaders had been 
^ BO long celebrated by their eloquenfie 
" and geuiuS) for the first time, after so 
lopg an exclusion, to tbe« administra- 
tion of public affairs. But, amidst the 
general satisfaction, there were many 
who observed with regret that all the 
msf-jaibers of the recent government 
were exclnd^ ^rom office, and antici- 
pated no mng tenure of power to a 
coalition which departed thus widely 
from the path of its nredeq^seors, and 
Voluntarily rejected the aid of all who 
had grown veraant in public affairs. 
By a still greater number, the adniis- 
Bion of the Lord Chief-J ustice into the 
cabinet was justly regarded as a most 
dangerous innovation, fraught with ob- 
vious peril to that calm and dispas- 
Bionate ndiuinistration of judicial du-^ 
ties, whicli had so long be^'ii the glory* 
of English jm'isprudeucc. 

7. Notwithstanding the essential and 
total change which the“ ministry had 
undergone, and the accessiou gf a party 
to power who had »o long denounced 
the measures of their rivids as fraught 
with irreparable injury to the best in- 
terests of the state, no immediate clnitogc 
in the policy of government took place; 
and Europe beheld witli surprise the 
men wlio had invariably characterised 
the war as unjust and impolitic, pre- 
paring to c.'irry it on with a patience 
and foresight iri no degree inferior to 
that of their predecessoro — striking 
(‘ircumstanc^, characteristic alike of 
the justice of tlie reasons which Mr 
Bitt had assigned for its continuance, 
and the caudoui- of the paiiy who had 
now succeeded to power. The budget 
of liord Henry Petty was but a con- 
tinuation of the financial sydfceni of 
hm grt at predecessor, modified by the 
altt'red situation of affairs, audAhe 
necesFity which had obviously arisen 
of making i)roviHion for a pi'otracted 
maritime struggle. The system of 


noaing M large ae powubk a pmpor* 
tion of the ttoea withhn the year, so hap- 
pily aotlMi upon Binee 1798 |iy the late 
governinent, was cof tinned and ex- 
tended; and, in jmrsnanoe tnei^, it 
was proposed W carry the war <^i^eB 
from fourteen to nineteen imd 

f half— an inmase which was footed 
y raising the income-tax fromsix and a 
half to ten pnigynt and by an addition 
of 8s. a hundilSweight to the duiy^ on 
sugar. The loan, notwithstanding this 
great addition, was sUU £lMOd,000, 
to provide fur the interest of which, 
and for a sinking-fund to redeem the 
principal, the war wine-duty was 
olared permanent producing 
a-year, and an addittbnal duty hud on 
pig-iron, calculated to produce aa much 
more, besides lesser duties, tC the 
amount in all of ;61,136,(M)0/ The 
great addition to the ^ficome-tax was 
loudly complained of as a giierovui bur- 
den, and a total departure from al^the 
professions of econoi^y «<> often made 
by ministei’s; but there is reason to 
believe that indirect taxes could not 
have been relied on to produce so great 
an increase as was re^ipired in the public 
revenue ; and there #au be no doubt 
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lixpeVidUure, 
Navy, . . • 

Araiy, 
c )r 

MisccUoiieous, , . 
-VrrearH uf Biibaidios. 
\ ole of credit, . 


SxtroQrdiiutry, 

. i&15,231,00% 

18,500,000 
4,718,000 
■2,170.000 
1,000,000 
2.000,000 


£44,600,000 

Income, ExirOordmat^, 

Malt and f>srsomX estate duties, £S, 750. 000 

Gi-onts freui captured ships, . 1,000,000 

Lotteries, . . . < 880,000 

Surplus of consolidated lUnd, 8,500,000 

War taxes, . . 19,500,000) 

Deduct as outstanding > 18,000,000 

at end of year, . 1,500,000/ 

18,000,000 


‘ £43v 680,000 

exclusive of the perniaueiit income On the 
one hand, and permanent charges on the 
other, which added ^rgely to both sides of 
the accoinst : the cluirges of the debt being 
£28,000,000, and the total sum raised by toxes 
and othei" snui'ces of revenue, £55,796,000, 
while the tohU exponejiture was £72,750, 0<10^ 
an<l incomei luchiaingthe loan of £18,000,000, 
no less than £73.706,000.,— /’«ri, D€5. Vi 666, 
600 ; I’uRTER’fi Earl. Ta5i««» x. 1. 
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In tlie manly coaT«4»' of 

X3aal%$ to 4 demand on present 
inoom. than inereate the deht, 

thefy 4o<^ a tnyiy patriotio and states- 
pari 

tPhe retiinn of Napoleon to Paris, 
where he arrived on the night of 
20th January, to the grei^t disappoinfe- 
ment of Uie mni}}cip||p:y and people, 
who, had made the most magnificent 
prepamtions for his triumphal recep- 
tion, had become necessary, from the 
finat^ial crisis which had there occur- 
red* and which threatened to involve 
the government in the most serious 
embrnrassments. This catastrophe, 
partly arising fAjm political, partly 
from commercial causes, had long been 
approaching, and the public consterna- 
tion was at its height when the Em- 
eror re-entered the Tuileriea. Matters 
ad arrived at such a pass, that the 
public service could no longer be car- 
ried on, and nothing bxit the Empe- 
ror’s unparalleled victories and speedy 
return could have averted a national 
bankruptcy* He bad often, during 
the preceding yejvn? declared his i-eso- 
lution not to issitc treasury bills ; but 
he forgot to follow the only rule by 
which that resource could be avertetl, 
^hat of keeping his expenditure within 
his income. As it was, he instantly 
applied his mind, with its wonted 
vigour, to the conrideratiou of the tre- 
mendous crisis which had arisen. 
Without undressing or going to bed, 
he sent for the minister of finances at 
midnight, and spent the whole remain- 
der of the night in a minute Afiid rigid 
examination of that functionary, and 
all the persons connected with his 
eatiahlishment. At eleven next day, 
the council of finance was assembled : 
it Bit nine hours ; and Avhen it broke 
up, M. Mollien was ap)x>inted minister 
of financed, and M. de Marbois, the 
former minister, dismissecL 

9. This panic, wych at the time ex- 
cited such consternation at I*aris, and 
which, if the issue of the campaign had 
been doubtful, might have been attend- 
ed with the most disaiitrous effects, 
arose from very simple causes. Dur- 
ing the whole of I605| the Bank of 


francs, yisWi^^i As flood of pm- 
phrity all iflides flowed into 

the empire, % Ae con- 

stant demsm tor aocommo|lation on 
the part of all the oo(nti^t^),*a and 
others engaged in the pulsiy 
rendered neoessary by the e^cpsflditure 
of government constantly keeping in 
advance of the receipts of the treasury, 
Bad been progressively enlarging its 
discounts. B^ore the Emperor iset 
out for the^army, they had risen from 
thirty to sixty millions, double Ae 
usual amount. In the midst of the 
appai'ent prosperity produced by that 
excessive increase, the samicious mind 
of Napoleon perceived iUh seeds of 
future evil ; and amidst all the tur- 
moil of his military preparations at 
Boulogne, •he repeatedly wrote to tlm 
minister of finances on the subject, * anti 
vraVned him of the danger of the Bank 
of France trusting tbo far the delusive 
credit of individuals engaged in ex- 

* His words are, in a lottor to the mluister 
of finances— ‘"Tho evil originates In the Iwuk 
tiaviucr ti’ansgres^od rho law. has tho 

law done? It has given the privilege of 
coming money iu the form of paper to a par- 
ticular company ; >njt what did it intend by 
Btj doing? Assuredly, that the circulation 
thus crciited should l)eJi^)ft8ed on solid credit. 
The bank appears to liavc aJopted a mwt 
erroueou^orindple, which in to discount to 
individuaTs, not in proportion to their real 
caj>ital, but to the narol>or of sliares of its 
capitd stock which they possess. That, how- 
ever, IS no real Icat of solvency. How’ mauy 
penons may >>e possessed of fifty or a hun- 
dred such shurea, and yet bo so rmtiarmssed 
that no one would lend them a single fir- 
thm*, ? The paper of tho bank Is thus issued 
in many, periuiiiR a majority of oases, not on 
ftMil credit, but on a tlelnsive suppoKltlon of 
w'oidth. In one wonl, in disceunting after 
this manner, tho bank is roininp false money. 
S\o clearly do I so© the dangers of such a 
course, that, if iioecRsary, I would stop the 
pay of my soldiers rather than persevere in 
it. I am distrc.ssod beyond measure at the 
ucceaBit\es of my situation, which, by com- 
pulhng n»c to live in camps, and engaging me 
m distant expeditious, withdraw my ation- 
tion Mtim what wrould otherwise be the chief 
object of tny anxiety, the first wish of tny 
heart— a good and solui organisation of all 
that concerns the interest of banks, manu- 
factures, and coiiimorce What admirable 
wisdom in t^fese remarks, written at the camp 
of BSulogne, in the midst of the boundless ar- 
rangements which tlie march of the army to 
tJlin, already commenced, must have requir- 
ed, and of which hia oorreajKmdencc furuwhes 
Buch ample proof 1— Bionos, v. 86. 80. 



1806.] HISTOBT OF BCROFEL 201 


tensive 

un4ue tegtli, in^'tne' P^t ■ 

circukti^ me of coin* 

ing m<*tie 3 f. Tlie discounts 

which ociQSSlioned Use peril were al^ 
most granted to the fvmction- 

jines toagod in the public service, and 
who, n&g obliged to make good their 
payments to government by a certain 
day, and embarrassed by the remot# 
period to which all payments from the 
public treasury were jmstpaned, were 
unayoidably driven to this resource to 
supply the deficiencies arising from the 
backward payments of individuals, and 
the i^reraptpry demands of the trea- 
sury, and thdir credit wj<s in some eoit 
interwoven tnth that of the general 
administration. The Bank of France 
was the quarter to which they iu gene- 
ral applied for acoomtnodatiou ; but 
the pressure thus occasioned upon 
establishment was so Sbvere that, even 
after the successea at Ulmi they bad 
announced to the Emperor that they 
could not continue their udviiuces, and 
that the drain of specie was euch that 
they themselves stood in the most im- 
minent danger. 

10. To relit've the prcteijiiro on the 
bank, attempts had been made to oV>- 
taiii a supply of the precious metals 
from every quarter whence could 
be di'iiwu. For this purpose, recourse 
was bad to certain great mercantile 
companies, whf> were engaged in most 
exten.sive spccijlationa in all parts bf 
the world, and so deeply implicat(;d iu 
the furnislung of the precious metals 
to that eHtablisiimcnt, that their sup- 
port. on its pari was almost a mutter of 
self-preservation. The greakist of these 
WHS that of wlJch Uuvrard was the 
leading partner ; and its engugeiueuts 
with the bank of Frauce were to an 
enormous amount This great capi- 
talist had for several year’s been en- 
gaged in vast contracts for the seiTice 
of the Si»aniflh fleet ; and so extensive 
were his ti-airsaotions, that almost all 
the treasures of Mexico founvk their 
way into his coffers. Gratlnally he 
had introduced himself into the prin- 
cipal departments of the French ser- 
vice ; lUid before the middle of 1805, 
nearly seventy millions of francs 


(£2,800, t)00) wac owing chiefly to the 
doznMy of which he tvaa a. membev 
by the public trenaury of thitt coiintry. 
The long delays thrown in the way 
of the liquidation of this debt by 
the government, occasioued an «|C^8- 
sive multiplication of paper eecui^tles, 
which soon fell considerably in value 
in the money market; but so impli- 
cated was the twfasary in these trans- 
actions, that it was compelled to go on 
in the same perilous course, and thus 
increase the depreciation, which had 
already become sufScieutly alarming. 
M. Desprez, a great capitalist, eogag^ 
also in the collection of specie, and 
who had long suppiorted the bair^ be- 
came embarrassed, h» 1 himself solicit- 
ed aid from that establishment. The 
consequence was, that the bills of the 
public contractor’s sank so much in 
value that they would no longer pass 
current in the market ; at len^h they 
Ml 80 low as 10 instead of 100. A 
universal disquietude .,prevailed, and 
Ihe demands upon tlie public treasury 
hud alr-eady becoure vei’y heavy, at the 
^moment w’heii it had little else than 
paper .^eciiriiieB in itfscoffers. 

11. Matters were m\ this critical 
state when the break irrg out of the 
German war, and departure of the 
army for the Rhine, occasioned an iin--^ 
mense and immediate demand for 
luetalUc currency, which alone would 
pass in foreign states, both on the part 
r)f government and individuals. Na- 
j>olcou, for the difiereut branches of 
the public service, took fifty millions 
of francs (t)2,000,000) from the Bank 
of Fraucer without the slightest regard 
to its necessary eflbct upon the credit 
of that eRtabli^hment. Unable, after 
this great abstraction, to meet his 
other engagements, the minister of 
finances had recourse to Ouvrord, 
Vanlerbergh, and Beguire, who ad- 
vanced 102,000,000 francs (£4, 080, 000) 
to the public treasury, and received in 
return long-dated bills for 150,000,000 
fRtnes. To meet this advaircc Ouvrard 
hastened to Madrid, to obtain a sup- 
ply of piastres from the Spanish 
government ; and such w^as the ascen- 
dancy which ho had acquired at that 
capital, that he shortly after coucladed 
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© treaty with the King of Spain, in 
virtue of wh’ioh hie company, during 
ik^> remidnder of the war, ac- 

quired an eaBciwtee right to carry on 
the whole tradi to the Spanish colonies, 
and to import the whole ire<taures and 
sa^handiae brought from thence to 
the European shorea.*' Kever befcjre 
had such a power been vested in any. 
coinpany: nearly the ^wfiole ti’eaeures 
of the world were to pass thi*ough theii* 
hands. But though this treaty gave 
Ouvrard the prospect of obtaining from 
America, before a year expired, 
272,000,000 franca (£11,400,000) in 
hard dollars, yet this would not fur- 
nish a supply for present necessities ; 
and the efforts ar all the capitalists of 
the Continent, which were put in re- 
quisition for the occasion, were unable 
to meet the crisis or avert a catastro- 
phe. Despr4)z— who had demanded a 
loanof 10o,00(\000 francs (£1,000,000) 
from the Bank, which they could not 
give him — and several other of the 
greatest capitalists — including M. Ke- 
camier, the splendour of whoso living, 
as well as the beauty of his wife, hud 
long riveted puj>lic attention— faih'd. 
This immediately occasioned a terrific 
run upon all the other public function- 
ariee, as well as the bank and the trea- 
^/jury. Paper would no longer pass; 
credit was at an enVl ; and M. Vaiiler- 
bergh, one of the greatest of the na- 
tional contractors, was prevented from 
failing solely by an advance to a great 
amount from the public funds. The 
consequences would have been fatal to 
the empire had a disaster at the same 
time occurred in Gcrmanj^ fur tb'. 
government were absolutely without 
the means of replenishing any biaiich 
of the public service. But the battle 
of Auaterlitz and the ti-eaty of l*ress- 
buig operated like a charm in dispel- 
ling the panic : with the cessation of 
Continental war tlie demand for the 
precious metahi immediately ceased; 
and the crisis was^n fact over, when 
the retuin of the Kmperor to,the Tuile- 
ries entirely restored the public con- 
fidence. The danger, however, had 
been so pressing, that nothing but the 
instanttmeous tenniuatiou of the war 
could have averted it ; and, by merely 


pnitrtM^Qg Iba (Mt^tia Mmvia for 
a few weel^ the Allies would infidli- 
bly hove tl^ Ermdi govern- 

ment to a natioiial b^ynikrtMc^* 

12.. Napoleon was lugh% indignsitt 
at these embarrasemenfi, md lolly ap- 
preciated the magnitude of peril 
from which he had been extricated by 
the fortunate victory of Austerlits/ 
Public opinion, as usual, followed fhe 
impulse set by its leaders ; the im- 
pmdent facility of M. de Marbeis, the 
minister of finances, became the gen- 
eral object of repi*obation, and the 
greatest wits of the ‘capital exerted 
their talents in decrying his adihinis- 
tratioii.t The Emperor minutely scru- 
tinised the embarrassmimtii of the bank 
and tho ti'casuiy: it was found that 
tlie total ^leiicit of the public contrac- 
tors to the goveinment amounted to 
Ul, 000, 000 francs (£5,600,000), of 
which Ouvrard^md Vanlerbergh owed 
nearly two-thirds, and prosecutions 
were immediately ordei*ed against all 
the defaulters, including M. Pesprex, 
who were thrown into prison without 
distinction. Measures of the last se- 
verity were threatened against Ouv- 
rard and his paitners, who w'ei'e offered 
their choice between Btanding the 
chances of a criminal prosecution, luid 
the imiijediate cession of all they pos- 
sessed. They preferred the latfer, and 
in consequence that gigantic company 
was reduced to bunkruiJtcy : but in tho 
etfd neiirly the whole deficit w'as re- 
covered for the nation. The system 
of j>rovidiug for the public seiTice by 
means of contractors was shortly after 
aban<loued r but a few years after, the 
goverament was under the necessity 
of resuming it : and Napoleon ulti- 
mately made the most ample amends 
to the injured M, de Marboia, by ap- 

* Beaten,’* 8a>8 Kavary, “in tlio depths 
of Moravia, depnved byinounceivablo impru- 
denoe of all th© Tesourccs on which bo was 
entitled to culoitlate, ho would have l:»ecn 
wholly unable to repair his losacf*, and his 
ruin fivin that moment was inevitable.” — 
Savary, u. Kil. 

|•The unbending firmness of M.'do Mar- 
boia beuig mentioned in Uudatoi*y terms in 
presence of Madame de Stacl, “Tie,” said 
she, 18 nothing but a willow painted to 
look like bronse.”— Boon. vh. ZU. 
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|K>intit)g bilxl of %1 mi C^bai&bot* Avs^xhii yn^Vf ipetidoi*ed these reeouroee 

of Accounts. , ' ' ' ' ' * totally itteuMdeut ; and it became' ne-* 

13. In fad^ 00 ^ tttiM the in- ceaaafyto to ifreater capitehsfcs, 
tercets the Bmpem to rejerei^t who^ m antii^tion ol futui^e |»ay« 
this fljaffyning owlaetrophe m exdueire- menta^ oouM aJord to make the great 
ly the^t^lt of ^ impradent facility advances required by government H. 
of the minister of hnanoes, and the in* de Morbois was thus diiven by neoesi* 
ordinate prafuston of disoounts by the sil^ to M. Ouvrard and the comity 
bank, yet the evil in reality lay a great of the Indies, who were^ already tha 
deal deeper, and the ci'isis was, in fact^ contractor for the supplies to almost 
occasioned by the vicious system to all the forces, both by land and sea ; 
which the eactravagant expenditure of and thus became invested with the 
the imperial government had driven double character of creditor of the 
the '^anoe ministers. Although the state for advances made on excheqmhr 
budgets annually pt^sented since Ka* bills, and also for paym^t of the sup*' 
I)ol eon seised the govamment had ox- plies furnished to the different branch^ 
liibited the most flatterirg sispect, yet of the public service. Thence the 
m reality theV were in a great degi’ee deep implication of this company with 
fictitious, and intended to coiicpal the the transactions of government, and 
distressed condition of the j^Tianoes. the necessity of the Bank of France 
The actual receipts of the treasury for supporting, by extraordinary and lav- 
the last dvo years had been a hundrei ish discounts, the credit^ 6f individu^ 
inLllions of francs belov^the annual ex* als or associations, from w]|om alone 
peases. In addition to this, thepayinenta government derived the funds requisite 
^.fthefinanceminiaterrequired tobeal- for its immense engagements.' Tbs 
mo.st all made in the course of each year; monetary embarrassments of 1S05, 
while the period of his receipts for the therefore, like almost all others, were 
same time, ac<5ordingto the established occasioned by an extravagant expendl* 
mode of collecting the revenue, extend- lure : but they arose j^ot on the part 
ed to eighteen months. Ueuce arose i uf individuals, but oi government ; 
.an indispensable necessity for recours<> the crisis was not commercial but po- 
lo money-lenders, who advanced cash litical. 

to the treasury^ and received in^'etum 15. Thence the singular andinstruc- , 
])ill8 payable when the tai'dy receipts tive fact, that th/ whole inordinato 
oi the revenue might be expected to be discounts, of which Napoleon sO loudly 
realised. In this way, w^hile the re^- complained, were made not to indivi- 
ccipts and expenditure, as exhibited fti duals engaged in private undertakings, 
the budget annually presented to the but to the contractors for the public 
(Uiambers, were neatly equal, there service. The root of the evil lay in 
was in reality a most alarming chsficit, the extravagant expenditure of the 
which was daily increOHing ; jukI it was Emperor Mmself, which rendered the 
only by largely anticipating, by the anticipation of future revenues indis- 
discount of bills accepted by tlie trea- pensable, to a perilous extent, in every 
aury, the revenue of succeeding terms branch of government. He often 
or years, tliat funds could b© provided boasted that he never had, and ntjver 
for the liquidation of the daily de- would, issue goveinment paper. This 
mands upon it. w'as quite tine ; but it was equally 

1 4, Kecouree waa at first bad to the true, what he passed over, that his ex* 
receiveifs-getfei'al of the ilepartments to penditure of a hundred millions of 
make these advances : and this system francs annually, beyond his income, 
succeeded, though with some difiifulty, drove all tl*e government contractors 
during the comparatively economical to that perilous expedient. Consider- 
yeurs of 1 SOS and 1804. But the vtlfo ed in this view, this financial crisis was 
expenditure of 1805, occasioned partly not a mere domestic embarrassment^ 
l)y the equipment of the exi>edition at but an important event in the progross 
Boulogne, i)ai’tly by the cost of the of the contest : it indicated the arrivid 
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of tlie period wlien France, aiioaoet des- 
titeto of capiia^l from the condsoa- 
tiooa of the Convention, and aeverely 
weakened in national credit by the 
injn&tioe committed during its rule, 
was nnable from its own resources to 
obtain the funds requisite for carrying 
on the gigantic undertakings to wh^ch 
its ruler was driven in ^defence of its 
fortunes; and when foreign conquest 
and extraneous spoliation had become 
indispensable, not merely to give vent 
to the vehement passions, but to main- 
tain the costly government and repair 
IhC financial breaches occasioned by the 
Revolution. Napoleon, however much 
he was disposed to lay the fault, ac- 
cording to his tfeual system, on others, 
was in 8 eci* 0 fc perfectly aware of the 
perilous pass to which his financial 
affairs had now been brought, and, like 
Alexander, trusted to his sword to 
cut the (^ordian knot Maibois hjwi 
long before represented to him the dan- 
ger of ** having for the bankei*s of the 
state those to whom its ministers were 
indebted ; ” and Napoleon was so sen- 
sible of this, that he had expressed his 
resolution, in rryliiary fashion, to have 
M, Ouvrard arnjsted, and made to dis- 
gorge some of what he called his ill- 
gotten wealth, but he had never been 
able to emancipate himself from liis 
infiueuco.* ^ 

Ifi. The crisis of 1805, however, 
made decisive meapures necessary. “ I 
will have no alliance," said he, “ be- 
tw'een tlK' bank and the treasury. If 
such existed, a simyde movement of the 
funds might reveal the most impor- 
tant state secrets. We tannot t».>o 
soon sign a decree for the omancipa- 

* “Bourricaane," said he, in ISO''., "inv ])art 
la taken: I wall cause M. Ouv,.ard to )><. ar 
I’OSted.” — “ General/' replied tb«-' secichir;-. 

have yon any prools ajfuinst him?” — 
" Broofs? Wliat arc r»»qmrQd? JJe is a con- 
tractor, a scoundrel Ho must be made to 
fhsgorge. All of his tribe are villains. Hew* 
do they make their fortunes ? At the public 
expense. Tb.ey have nuHiona, and display 
an insolent oxtravagrince when the sitldieriB 
arc without shoe.'*, or bread. I^ ill have no 
more of Line." Ho was accordingly arrested 
.«id thrown into prison; but lis there was 
no evidence w’batevor Ofipsinst him, ho was 
speedily IS berated, and soon, from his great 
capital, regained all his former iuilueuco witli 
ttie government.— BoUn. vii. 94, 95. 


*tiaa of this treiMiuly/' .1%© difficulty 

was, 

twelve <md tweuty 

millious of firoucB more 

than it received, of the 

backwarduess of poyrheuts to the 
exchequer. To liquidate part of this 
debt, sixty millions (^£2,400,000) were 
funded in the five per cents; the capi- 
* tal of the Bank of France was doubled ; 
and deposit .banks, under the name of 
“ caisses de service," where the roceiv- 
ers-genend of the revenue were invited 
to deyiosit the sums they had drawn 
as soon iisthey were received, and en- 
couraged to do so by being offiilied in- 
terest for all sums so deposited prior 
to the time when they were bound to 
make them forthcoming. By this 
means, the necessity of having reCi'iui'so 
to paper ci’edit to raise funds upon an- 
ticipated revenues wtm in a great mea- 
sure avoided, aftid the collection of the 
taxes conducted with much greater 
regularity than formerly. 

17. But these financial improve- 
ments, great as they were, did not 
strike at the I'oot of the evil, which 
was a pemanent expenditure by gov- 
ernment greatly beyond its income. 
To cure this by means '•.f loans, the 
well-known practice in Great Britain, 
was iv possible in a country so ruined 
in its commendal relations and in- 
tercbts as Prance then was. The vic- 
torie.s of I Jim and Auaterlitz pmvided 
the means of solving the difficulty, 
j From the moment the grand army 
j crossed the Khine, it was fed, clothed, 

I lodged, and paid at the expense of 
I Germany, t On the 18th November, 
nn edict of the Emperor directed the 
transmission of all funds to the Army 
of the North to cease ; and on the 18th 
of I )ecember a similar order was given 
in regard to the Army of Italy, TIiuh 

t From the caetlo of Lonislierg in WUrtem- 
b« i-g. Fapoleoii wrote, so early as 4th Ortobtir 
1805, to the iij mister of hnahcos at Pans — 
‘'The army main tains ttie most exai'.t disci- 
phnc;athe coun^' haidly feels the prewcnco 
of the xroops. 'We live here on Bom : J have 
n^eed of litomyfrom you " Those Bom w ere 
ti^siiry bills, which were diacharp^cd by the 
French goircmmont out of the contnhn- 
tions levied ou the inhabitants, or the sums 
extracted friiin the conquered countrioa — 
B 1 U 210 K, v. 100. 
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the three pi^cipiil armies vpf 
pire oeaeed. to, ho any 'impft o ohorge 
upon ite te0oeiw,iBi4 <£e tribataiy 
or oohquorod' ewes bore ^ burdeu 
of the greater part of that enormous 
militai^ foroe by whidb they were 
overawed or retained in subjection. 
This system oontinued without inter- 
mission during the whole remainder of 
thereto of Napoleon ; and the budgets^ 
annually presented to the Chambers 
were in consequence, as the* Dube de 
Gaet% their principal compiler, liim- 
self confesses, no true statement of the 
imperial expenses. They were delusive 
even in what concerned the domestic 
finances of France, by a" ways exagger- 
ating tlie income and diminishing the 
expenditure; and, as ooncealiug the 
gi-eater part of the enormous aontribu* 
tions levied by the amiy in the con- 
qufired states, totally fallacious. ^ 
18. The budget of Ffance, for 1805, 
presented to the Chambers in Febi*uai*y 
1806, accordingly exhibited a most 
deceptive picture of the national fin- 
ances ;* but even as it was, it showed 


* The receipts and expenditu; 
were as follow'^ ; — 

RSZ’Kirrs 

Fra»M. 

Dnt'ct taxes, . 
Rejnbtratiou and 

311,649,196 

‘'tamps, 

172,76S.691 

OuLstoms, 

62,725.918 

Jjottery, 

13,600,000 

P(»«t-oroco, 

10,909,000 

Excise, . 

25,000,0(>0 

Balt, 

8.000.000 


Total from Franco, 688,1H)8,706 or <£23,600,000 
from Italy, 80,000,000 1,200,000 

,, 4'j\>mGoTinHny 

and HoUaiul. 100,000,000 „ 4,600,000 

ToUl, 718,998,706 28,800,000 

lilCPF^^mTUBE. 

Frftnei. 

Army. . * . 271,600,000 

JSavy, . . 140,000,000 

Churcli, . , 86,000,000 

Interest of debt, 69.140.000 
Cwil hbi;. . , 27.000.000 

Minister of Finanoe, 43,349,800 
of Justice, 21,200,000 
,, of Interior, 29,600,000 » 

„ ^fTreasary. 8,000,000 ’ 

,, ofPolico, 700,000 
MiscellttiifouB, . 20,766,389 r 

666, 155,139 or £26,600,000 
— Beo Due »K Qaeta, 304; Btowouf, v. 103 ; 
PeooHET, 660. I 


m expeaditure of 666,000,000 francs 
(^20,600,000), and an income of only 
680,000,000 francs (^£23, 600,000), the 
batooe being made ou|| by contribu- 
tions levied from foreign states. But 
although Napoleuu knew as well as 
any one the perilous nature of tho 
crjlis which Ae government had re- 
cently expmejeed, it was no part of his 
' policy to peiinit his subjects to share 
his disquietude, and he resolved to 
dazzle the world by a splendid po- 
sition of the state of the Empire, , The 
report drawn up by Champagny, mini- 
ster of the interior, contained a picture 
i of the imperial dominions, which, from 
I the magnitude of the victories ii re- 
' coimted, and the spkndour of the 
undertakings it oommemomted, might 
well bear a compai'ison with Fliny's 
I^anegyric of Trajan, It represented 
the navigation of the and the 

Saone as essentially improved; Ales- 
sandria as surrounded with impregnable 
fortifications ; (lenoa furnishing its 
sailors and naval resources to Frjince , 
Tb'ily delivered from the presence of 
^the English ; the sciences, the arts, en- 
couraged ; the capit|l about to be 
adorned by the most aplendid monu- 
ments; the Alps and the Apennines 
yielding to the force of scientific enter- 
prise, and the noble routes of the 
Simplon, Mont Cluis, the Coniiche, 
and the Mont Gen^vre, opening to 
loaded chariots a path amidst hereto- 
fore impassable snows ; numberless 
bridges established over the Rhine, the 
Meuse, the Loire, the Saone, and the 
Rhone ; harbours and w^et-docks in a 
state of rafnd construction in five-and- 
thirty maritime cities; the works of 
Antwerp and Cherbourg promising 
soon to rival the greatest nuval estab- 
lishments of England. 

19. The exposition concluded with a 
rapid view of the advantages which 
France had derived from the successive 
coalitions which had been formed 
against its existencij. “The firat co- 
alition, ccmcluded by the treaty of 
Campo Formic, gave the Republic the 
frontier of the Rhine, and the states 
which now fom tlie kingdom of Italy ; 
the second invested it with Piedmont ; 
the third united to its federal system 



206 

Ytfiiioe Englandl^e 

nosw odti^ced of its impotence, ftfid 
A fourth coaotion, even if 
euhee^iiieiiit 6V|nt6 ehould render such 
a ine&aure practicable. The house of 
Kapl^> has irrevocably lost its domin- 
ions ; Russia owes the escape of its 
army solely to the capitulation wh^b 
our generosity awardetj: the Italiaa 
peninsula, as a whole, foi-ms a part of 
the great Empire ; the Emperor has 
guaranteed, ns chief supreme, the sove- 
reigns aud constitutions which com- 
pose its several pai’ts.” Li the midst 
f>f these just subjects for exultation, 
Kapoleon had not the moral courage 
to admit the terrible disaster of Tra- 
falgar. That dfecifiive event was only 
alluded to in the following passage of 
his optetiing speech to ihe Chambers : 
— **The tempests have made us lose 
some vessels, after a combat impru- 
dently engaged in. 1 desire peace with 
England ; I shall not on my side retai'd 
its conclusion, by an hour. I shall 
always be read^' to terminate our dif- 
ferences on the footing of the treaty 
of Amiens." Thus, while the Neapo- 
litan dynasty, f^r merely making pre- 
parations for war, waa declared to have 
ceased to reign, England, which had 
struck so decisive a blow at bis mari- 
|.'time strength, was invited to a pacifi- 
cation on terms of eJmpamtive equality 
— a striking iustnuce of that resolution 
to crush the weak, and temporise, till 
the proper time arrived, with the 
powerful, which formed so remarkable 
a feature of Napoleon’s policy. 

2(V. The return of Napoleon to Paris 
was the signal for the comihenceineiit 
of magnificent public structures in that 
capital. The municipality voted 
monument to the Emperor and t)ie 
Grand Army, which, after much hesita- 
tion as to the design, it wus at length 
resolved to make a triumphal column, 
composed of the cannon taken in the 
Austrian campaign, Runnounted by a 
statue in bronze of^he Emperor. The 
design was speedily ^;al*ried into effect ; 
five hundred Imperial guns, melted 
down and cast anew, assumed the 
mould of the principal actions of the 
campaign, which wound, like the basso- 
relievo on Trajan’s pillar at Rome, to 


[oaar, mu. 

the summit of tb^ structure, one hun 
dred and tWen^Jeet the ground* 
whens the after- 

wards catiiUd off by^f^l^paror Alea- 
auder as a trophy* 

Petersburg, was placed Biuce the ac- 
cession of Louis Fhilippp; It has been 
replaced by an admirable bronze' repre- 
sentation of the great conqueror in his 
‘grey riding-coat, the dress which has 
become canonised in the minds qf the 
French by the feelings of admiration, 
almost amounting to devotion,, ^with 
which his memory is regarded: ‘ The 
staudaitls taken from the enemy during 
the campaign— onehundred and tvrenty 
in number — were brought with great 
pomp through the streets of Pans on 
the 1st of January, and divided be- 
tween the senate, the tribunate, the 
city of Palis, and the cathedral of 
N otre Dam e. “ Those standards," said 
the ArchbiBhofk of Paris, when they 
were placed beneath the sacred roof, 
“ will attest to our lat^est posterity the 
efforts made by Europe Sgainat us ; 
the glorious deeds of our soldiers ; the 
protection vouchsafed by heaven to 
France ; the prodigious success of our 
invincible Emperor, and the homage 
which he has rendei’ed to God for ms 
victorieH." The senates decreed that 
bis bi»>h-day should be one of the 
national fetes. Magnificent rejoicings 
were projected by the Emperor to sig- 
nalise the return of the Grand Army 
i td the capital; but thw were adjoiuued, 
first on the ac(X>unt oftlie aojou ruing of 
the troops on the Austrian frontier, next 
from the menacing aspect of Piussia, 
uiul finally abandoned after the gloom 
and bloodshed of the Polish campaign. 

21. The ominous announcement, 
made from the depths of Moravia, that 
the dynasty of Naples bad ceased to 
reign, was luit long allowed to remain 
a dead letter. Maesena was busily em- 
ployed, in January, in collecting his 
forces in the centre of Italy, and before 
the end of that month fifty thousand 
men, Wder the command of Josej^h 
Buonaparte, had crossed the Pontifical 
States and entered the Neapolitan tex*- 
ritoryin three columns, which marched 
on Gacta, Capua, and Itri Resistance 
was impossible; the feeble Russian 
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an<i English forces which had discixiF 
harked Mhm .kvias, 

finding the ,df war 

likely , to them, 

iiidthdrew to Spy i thunder* 

ecruok py the pnoUiM^ng proclamation 
of i7th Deocmber, speedily followed 
their example; the governors of the 
cities first etposed to invasion hast 
enad to appease the conqueror by siibe 
miasma t a futile atjbempt at negotia- 
tion by means of Prince St, Theodore 
did not suspend for an instant the 
mardi of the victorious troops. In 
vain the intrepid Queen Cai'olme, who 
still remained at Naples, armed the 
lazxaroni, and sought to iid'use into the 
troops a portion of her own indomit-' 
able courage ; she was seconded by none. 
Capua opened its gates ; Oae^i was in- 
. vested ; the Campagiia filled with the 
invaders ; she, viinquiaherl but not auk" 
dued, compelled fto ynild to necessity, 
followed her timid consort to Sicily, 
aij<l, on ilie 15th February, Naples bo- 
lield its future sovertdgn, Joseph Buona- 
parte, eater its walla. 

22. But although the capital was tlius 
jocupied by the invaders, and the reign- 
ing family had taken rcfugu in the sea- 
girt shores of Sicily, the elements of 
ivKistauoe still existed in the Neapolitan 
dominiouB. O'he prince of Hes^e-Phil- 
ipstlial had the command of GiU'ta, and 
lie had inspired the garrison of eight 
thousand men which he commanded 
with a share of his own heroic resolu- 
tion, When summoned to capitulate, 
this gallant oMoei* replied, that his 
honour would not permit him to lower 
his colours till the last extremity ; and 
the long rtisifitiinoe which he made, 
coupled with the natural 8ti*ength of 
the place, which could be approached, 
lihc Gibraltar, only by a neck of land 
strongly foriitied, inspired the Sicilian 
cabinet with the hope that something 
might yet be done for the deliverance 
of its Continental dominions. During 
the first tumult of mvariou, the f>ea- 
santry of Calabria, in despair the 
universal desertion of the kingdom, both 
by their government and its allies, siib- 
mitted to the enemy ; and 'General 
Keynier, with a considerable corps, in 
the outset experienced little resistance 


in hkocciipation of the printsipal strong* 
holds of the coutitiy. But the pi-oUiac* 
tion of the siege of Gaeta, whidh ooou* 
pied Kasseui with the nriuoipal ariny 
of the Frenoh, j^ve tffim time to re- 
coveir ftom their consternation ; and 
the cruelty of ^e invaders, who put to 
death without mercy all the peasants 
vmo were found with anas ha their 
hands, on thi pretence that they were 
brigands, drove them to despair. A 
general insuiTection took place in the 
beginning of March, and ^e peasants 
stood firm in more tlian one posxiiom 
But they were unable to withstand the 
shock of the veterans of France, and, in 
a decisive action in the plain of Can^pe- 
Tenese their tumultusiry levies, though 
fifteen thousand strong, were entirely 
dispersed. The vietorioiai Keynier 
penetrated even to Keggio, and the 
standards of Napoleon ^Waved on its 
towers, in sight of the English vldettes 
on the shores of Sicily. ; * , 

23. When hostilities had subsided, 
Joseph repaired in person to the theatre 
of w^ar, and sought, by deeds of charity, 
to .Uleviate its distresses, while his'bo^ 
lieficent mind conteii)i>lated great end 
important public wor|^ to ameliorate 
that savage and neglected district. He 
visited the towers of Reggio, admired 
the magnificent harbour of Tarentum,^ 
and had already fanned the design of 
canals and roads to open up the se- 
questered mouutaiuB of Calabria In 
the midst of these truly princely pro- 
jects ho received at Bavigliano, tho 
principal town of the province, the de- 
cree by W'hich Napoleon created him 
king of tba Two Sicilies. By so doing, 
however, he was declai’ed not to lose 
hib contingent right of succession to 
the throne of France; but the two 
crowns W'ere never to be united. At 
the same time the states of Venice 
were definitely annexed to the king- 
dom of Italy, and that capital was to 
give his title to the eldest son of its 
soverngn. The beantiful FauUne, now 
married tq Prince Borghese^ received 
the duchy of GuastaUa, subsequently 
united to the same dominions; the 
Princess Elisa was created Princess of 
Lucca :piombino; Murat was made 
Grand* Ake of Berg, with a oonsid^- 
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S at .-SiliW* d* w«« in the IJe*- •+*>“ ■'**“ 

^ which w«« ^ 

i to pifino^ omcars of mfl 
TOY. Thn«, whilo ne 

members of bis family to to 
thrones, the military 
of to Revolution gave, abundant 
biicationB of his design, by wcou* 

; it^ciopMng the titles of honour which it 
bed cjgt BO much bloodshed to destroy, 
utterly to overturn its principles. 

2A. Events, however, soon occurred 
which showed the infant sovereign what 
nh fnsecuro tenure he had of his do- 
TOirdhUS. Hardly had he returned to 
mples to recei^ the congratulations 
of his new subjects, on his elevation, 
when the island of Capri, the celebrated 
retj'eat of the Emperor Tiberius, whose 
1 ‘oinantic cliffy bound the horizon to 
the south of the bay of Naples, was 
wrested from hia power by an English 
detachment. Nothing but the gener- 
ous forbearance of tbe commander of 
the squadron, Sir Sidney Smith, saved 
his capital and palace from a bombard- 
ment amidst to f«»tive light of an 
illumination. (Shoi*tly after, a still 
more serious disaster occurred in the 
southern provinces of hia dominions, 

,ofittended in the end with importwit 
eflfeets on the fortune of the war. En- 
couraged by the prolonged resistance 
of Gaeta, and the accounts which were 
brought frou) all quartei’S of the disaf- 
fection which prevailed in Calabria, the 


* “ Tbe interest of our crown.*’ said Napo- 
leon. ’* and tno tranquillity of the contmont 
of Earono, require that wo shouni secure in 
A stable and definitive manner tho fate oi the 
people of, Naples and Sicily, fallen into < ur 
powtir hy the right of conquest, and jom.tnff 
mpire^wG therefore dccl^ 
our woU-bcloved brother Joseph King ot the 
wo SidUes/* By to same decree, Berthier 
was crated Prince of Neu*o,lifi.tel, which had 
been ceded by Prussia ; Talley mnd obtained, 
with, the title of Prince of Benevento. the 
nri»cip«JHy ^Jhe same name, which 
lon^ to th^lPqntifi^l States ; ^Beniadotte 
be<»me Prince of PofStetwvo ; Cambaci'rhs 
andbebrun. Xhikeaoj Parrna arlJ llaceutia. 
substantial reservations In 
crown of France a^paided the cicatito 
of those inferior feudatorW; a million yearly 
was reserved from the Neapolitan 
to be distributed among the French|QldierB. 

r-HABD. XX. n, 95; Bignow. v. ISlf 


I.XE Sicily resolved 
fodmd seat with 

rin to. <me 'of "to 
sad relieving to wmh so 

gallantly held oui m to otor.. In 
to beginning of July m eagpedxtmn 
set sai from Palermo, conaito^ 
somewhat less than five toustomm, 
^hich landed in to Gulf of St A- 
phemia ; and the commander, Sir John 
Stuart, issued a prodamai^ion calling 
on the Calabrians to repair to his eto* 
dai'd and unite their efforts to expel 
the intruding sovereign. Few or none 
however, of tho p^santry appeawd in 
arms ; no intelligence of more distot 
armaments was received, andtbe English 
general was beginning to hesitate whe- 
ther he should not re-embark his troops, 
when advices were received that Rev 
uicr, with a French force not greatly 
exceeding his vwn, Was encamped at 
Maida, about ten miles distaUl TV ith 
equal judgment and resolution, Sir 
John Stuax-t immediately resolved to 
advance against his opponent; and xf 
he could not expel to enemy fi*om tho 
Neapolitan territories, at least give tho 
troops of tbo rival nations an oppor- 
tunity, so much longed for, of measur- 
ing their strength on o footing of com- 
parativfboqnality. He moved foi*WHKl 
his forces, accordingly, in quest of the 
enemy. On the 5th July to outposts 
of tho two armies were within sight of 
eafch other, and botli sides prepared for 
a decisive conflict on the following 
morning : the French never doubting 
that thty would speedily drive the pre- 
diimptoous islanders into the sea ; the 
English anxious, but not apprehensive, 
that it would be fopnd, in the hour of 
trial, that they had not degenerated 
from their ancestors of Blenheim or 
Poictiers. . 

25. When to English army arrived 
in sight, the corps of Reynier, consist- 
ing of five thousand infontiy, six hun- 
dred cavalry, and a battery of horse- 
artilU^y, was strongly po^^ on a 
range of wooded heights which skirted 
thw little plain stretching from their feet 
toward the sea; while tbeBritisb bivou- 
ackingin that marshy and unhealthy ex- 
panse on tlie banks of the Amato, were 
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in A ftltuaMon of aU 
pooed ^ ' m 
tho znftlAiiltt^ 
full iictivii^y'. 

with # ooateittpt for his 

oppoustiiiSf whom hP JM com- 
i^&gypti APd the diE^eiiiis from 
whom; ^sre reoeirod, he Imd entirely 
Asoribed; inhia subsequent publication, 
to the eii'ors of General Meuou. Be 
wa« encouraged, besides, by the arrird 
of reinforcements in the lught, which 
raisedhis forces to seven thousand five 
hundred men, and, resolving to leave 
ndthing to the diseases of the climate, 
he marched at once to the encounter, 
Hiistily, therefore, he descended from 
the heights, crossed the sluggish stream, 
and advanced against the enemy, 

2fi. Surprised, but nolhing^dismayed, 
at the unexpected ajjpearance of forces 
so much moi'e coneitlerable than they 
had anticipated, thi British trorjps 
awai^, with uudimiuiHhed resolution, 
the attack. Their right rested on the 
Amato, at the point where its hizy 
cun’ent falls into the sea ; the thickets 
and underwood which enveloped its 
mouth were filled with light troops, 
who kept up n destructive fire on the 
assailants as they apf>roacht‘(l. Not- 
withstanding the heavy loss which 
they BustuiiK'd in conRequ,|nce, the 
French bravely advanced, aim, impa- 
tient of victory, after a few volleys 
had been exchanged, rushed forwaivi 
with th<J bayonet. But they little ksiew 
the enemy With which they had now’ to 
deal No sooner did the English right, 
consisting of the light companies of the 
2(ith, 27th, fiSth, 58th, filst, 81st. and 
85th regimeulH, perceive the levelled 
steel of their o]^]>oneut6, than they too 
advanced wdth hnid cheers to the charge . 
the Ist light infantry, a famed French 
regiment, as gallantly pressed forward ; 
and the rival nations approached each 
other till their bayonets litendly cro.sR- 
ed. At that appalling moment Fi-euch 
enthusiasm sank before British intre- 
pidity ; their battalions broke Mfd fled, 
but were instantly overtaken amidst 
deafening shouts, and assailed ii^th 
such fury, that in a few minutes seven 
hundred lay dead on the spot, and a 
VOL. VI. 


'tiSgP uf! > 
'Undei* 

immediatdiy left of ^ t&toiii- 
ou$ rights uW^jproMed fbt^^ and 
drove &e eittektiy in ihoit qinurtet ftnba 
|he field of battle. Defeated in 
the centre and rights Bonier wede an 
attempt wi& hia oavkuy, iPi wfaioh 
arm the British were tot^y ddkieot, 
to overwhelm the other fiank,.^ A 
ing fire of musketry repeU^ 
from the front of the line ; Ijht thrfr 
^uadroQs, rapidly wheeling rohand l|m 
immovable infantiy, succeeded in ^ 
ing its left. This movement mightlaiW 
yet retrieved the dby, had not' the 
French cavalry, in the midst of their 
advance, been assailed by a close and 
well-directed fire in fiank from the 
20th regiment, which that mOm« 
ing landed, and cam© up most oppo|*- 
tunely at the decisive moment to t^e 
a part in the action. ^ This unexpetib 
ed discharge totally disconoefrted the 
horse, which fled in" disorder from the 
field of liattle,; and the enemy, routed 
^flt all points, witlid^ew his shattered 
battalions across the imato, weakened 
by the loss of half their numbers.* 

27. The battle of Maida, though 
hai'clly noticed by the French natios^^ 
ainulst the blaze Ulm and Auster- 
Utz, had R most important effect upon 
the progress of the war. It is often by 
j the fcselings which it excites, and the 
1 moral impression witli which it is at- 
tended, more than by its immediate 
results, or the numbers engaged on 
either side, that the importance of a 
victory is to be estimated. In this 
l>oint of view, seldom was success 
more imporUut than that thus achieved. 
True, the foi-ces engaged were inconsi- 
derable, the scene remote, the probable 
immediate advantages trifling : but 
w'hat mattered all that? it was a^dael 
between France and England, and 
France had auccmqbed in the conflict. 

* The tofiil loss of the Britrsli was only 44 
killed aud 284 wouudtid. The Duchess of 
Abrantos states the entire losh of the FroSioh 
at 5000 men — ■D'A^kawtes, ix. 100 ; and 
J. Btuart’s Xks^taich, Ann* Jit^. IW, 

0 
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At laai luiad 

tsolliskki!^' jQiti 'tenail npi^rowhiug to 
equBiiity,^d the pandj^Riog 

of ipkeworm or dubious 
«iili6a. Tbe insult had beou deoisive : 
^6 voteratos of Kapdleon hai fled be- 
fbi^-the British steel Indesoribable 
tras the uatsoual exultation at th|^ 
gloriottS results The dis^ters of the 
eilrly years of the war \vere foigotten, 
or aseidbed to their time cause,— 
gener^ < inexperience in the military 
art Confidence, the surest presage 
of ^ctory, when guided by prudence, 
was, transferred from the naval to the 
laiid service; and, reposing securely 
on the fights of Alexandria and Maida, 
ail classes openly.Cxpressed their ardent 
desire for an early opportunity of mea- 
suring the national strength on a 
greater scale with the conquerors of 
continental Ety-ope. Publications be- 
gan to issue from the press whicli 
strongly urged the adoption of a more 
manly system of military policy,^ and 
the descent of the Ihitish in loigo 
bodies on the shores of Germany or 
Italy .* the people no longer hesitated 
to speak of Cressyand Aziucour. The 
British historiaiP need ontiutain no 
fears of exaggerating the mo 2 -al influ- 
ence of this success, even with so in- 
/"onsiderable a force. He will have 
occasion to poHray A' simil.tr result to 
the enemies of his country, from tlie 
eucoesaes of the Americans with de- 
tached ships at the close of the war. 
Napoleon was well aware of its impor- 
tance : he received the accounts of 
the defeat at Maida with a degree of 
anguish which all his mHtchleij.s powers 
of dissimulation could i3ot cou';e.il. 
“ Sive tanta, sive minor, victorin luit, 
ingens eo die res, ao nescio an inaxirua 
illo bello, gesta sit ; non vinci enim ab 
Hannibale, vincentibus tunc diflicilius 
fuit, quam postca vincere/’f 

* In t«)iiSftlcular, Captain Pasley’s able and 
eneitrctic treatise on the nuhtary pr>Mcy *>1 
Kncland ; a work, which had a powerful efioct 
iu directing the public attention to this im- 
portaiit subject. • 

** Be the victory ^cat or small, a great 
rwas aebioved on that day, and 1 know 
not but l^e moat Impoftaut in the w iw For 
not to . bo conquered by Hannibal, waa tlien 
Tnore difficult than afterwards to conquer." 
-^Ljvy, xxUi. Id. 


Blut) p^oidhicstive in tlie 

Miduf theiiif^ j|&Qm 
from the irkidi it iu* 

spired, the victoiy of Maide w^ .ncit 
attended at the moment dur* 

able results. In the first 
deed, considerable advimtm^ 
gained. Every town and fort along the 
coast.of Calabria fell into the hnnas of 
the victors. The whole artillery, stores, 
and ammunition cohecietdfor^ie inva- 
sion of Sicily, were taken or dof-troyod. 
The Fi‘e.nch forces made a precipitate 
rHreat on all aides, and the iuatirrectioii 
spread like wildfire through the wduAe 
southern pi-ovinceB of the Neapolitan 
dominions. A few days after, the town 
of Crotono, containing a thousand men. 
chiefly \vounded, surrendered to tbt 
insurgents. The detachmenU of the 
French were cut ofi‘ on all .side.*-*, and 
mussacred Tvith savage cruelty by the 
peasantry, whoso i’trrociiy General Stu- 
art. in vain endeavoured to appease, 
by a proclamation earncBtly imploring 
them not to di^gz-ace their cause by a 
deviation from the usages of civilised 
WTtrfiire. So general were the losses, 
that Ileynior -was unable to etop his 
retreat till he reached the intronclied 
camp of Caeenno, where the junction 
of Vurdler’s chvision enabled his shat- 
tcTod a^my, weakened by the loss of 
eight thousand men, at length to mzike 
head against the eiiciuy, 

Tliese disasters might have been 
attended 'with imytoitanb nieulta upon 
the whole cam}»aign iu the Peuinsulu, 
could Gaeta have held out till tlie com- 
bined English and Neapolitan forces 
a])proachcd its walk. But the progress 
of the Biego, and the vigour of Mafcsena, 
who commanded the attacking army, 
rendered tbk impossible. After a gab 
hint resistance, and the display of great 
skill on both sides, which rendered this 
siege one of the most memorable of the 
wholt! war, a practicable breach W’jib 
efi'ccted in front of the citadel, while a 
second, of smaller dimensions, was 
formefi on its fiauk. Already a column 
of three thousand grenadiers was pi'c- 
pa%[>d for the assault Prince Hesse 
Philipsthal had some days before been 
mortally wounded by the bursting of 
a shell, and removed on boaid an Eng- 
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li«h vessel to Ijiibl faOO^Wteor v^ 

not animated tvitiilmdaiJiitlew epirit; 
X)rwomde of caiW^aa we3?«> iaad<i j 
ana Haesena^ gl# on an^ terma to reu* 
deir ye ^rofi disposable for still more 
pressing ckigepcies^ grated them the 
most honourable conditions/ The gar- 
nson, , still seven thousand strong, 
mai*ohed out with the honours of war; 
and' on the 18th July the French fl£% 
waved on its classic and almost im> 
pregnable battlements. 

80, The surrender of Gaeta, by ren- 
dering disposable the whole besieging 
force of Masseua eight<:en thousand 
rdrong, made the insum^otion in Cala- 
bria hopeless, and the oiterior stay of 
the EiigUsh army on the Neapolitan 
hhorofl impossible. Sir John StuaH, 
rJierefore, alowly bent his stejH ' :Avai-ds 
tliG Rtniita of Messina ; and at length, 
nri the 5t]i Soptt’imbur, afh^r a resideiiee 
oi two months, the hist detach mentw 
of tho Eiighbh embarked for Pajemio, 
leaving of neccpsity, though on this oc- 
cawion for the last time, ihe stain to" 
often thrown on their army, <jf exciting 
u people to I’ORistauce whom th-'y sub' 
i-oquently abandoned io their invaders. 
.Meanwhile the advance td Ma.sstn'‘, 
though etulbornly nmtud and at- 
tended with great bloodbhed, wais a 
bticcessiou of triumphs. Tlie ir^urgents 
Flood their ground bravely ut tlio r**- 
nuintic defile d' Lauria, so well known 
to travullera in Cjilabria, but were at 
length tunied by the Monte Galdo, tJUd 
defeated with great, slaughter. A gue- 
rilla warfare ensued, attendea with 

* The phypiciii difficulties experienced by 
the assailauts in tlds memorable siege wore 
(•F tlie most formidable description ; its de- 
tails, which are Fully mven by Cioiicral Ma- 
tliieu Ihimas, arc highly intercstiug to the 
imhUry reader JN o less than lliO.OOO cannon- 
shot and ^£2,000 bombs vrero fired by the gor- 
iifion upon the bosiogers before they rqtuni- 
ed a single gun ; but when tlicir liattonea 
were opened on the IQthJuly, tbc superiority 
of tlicir fire became soon appareiit—Oactu, 
named after tlio nurse of Aincas.t underwent 
a desperate eloge from tlie Austrians in 1707, 
when it surrendered only after u imiiderous 
assault by Marsbid Dauu. Thirty years after- 
wards it ivas besieged and taken when de- 
fended only by an iiusulfident garrison# — 
Dumab, XV. 155, 170. 

t Vu (lunque lUnrlbwn noitrlt, J'Ine'lit nutria, 
Aiitcrnarn murieni fluuam, Caieu, dediRi 
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jitern^ m l»otk ‘ TW 

fttroAm of tho Ckjarot AowinI 

through the theatre of the fiuutest, de^ 
eooud^ to the eea ohatged v^th the 
bodies of the eloiu. fiut a^r eeveral 
mouths of oaruege, the Freueh troops 
reamed all the ground they had oecu- 
^ed prior to the desceut of the 
hsh; ami an amuesty^ hidioioiialy Rub- 
lisfaed by lung Joseph, at lenjg^ |mt 
a period to this sanguinary atid hope- 
less contest, in which they lost hy^^hr 
ness and the sword little short of dRoen 
thousand men. 

81. No monarchy in Europe stood 
more In need of reformation than that 
of Naples when Joseph took poseessimt 
of its throne* The tdmmistratlon of 
justice, the regulation of the dnances^ 
the general police of the ooimtry, stood 
equally in need of improvement Hence 
tlie remarkable fact, so <sdmmon on the 
Continent, so rare in England, that the 
most democratically inclined of the 
whole community wejye those of the 
iiigher ranks who had travelled, or re- 
ceived the advantages of a liberal edu- 
cation ; while the supportere of the ar- 
bitrary government, giid all the abuses 
following in its tKiin, were to be found 
among tho rabble of the cities and the 
pi%‘i8Rntry of the vountiy. A state of 
things winch, however at variance witl\ 
what IS gen oral! yf prevalent in a con- 
blitutiomil niMDurchy, arises naturally 
from the fcohngs brought into action 
in such circumstiuiceB as hei*e ocaun*ed, 
•ind has been since abundantly verified 
by the experience cif the southern mon- 
archies of Europe, when exposed to re- 
volutionafy convulciions* Joseph Buo- 
naparte, who was endowed by nature 
with an inquisitive and beneficent spi- 
rit, found ample room for, and soon 
effected, the most extensive ameliora- 
tions. Without conceding in an undue 
degree to the democratic spirit, he 
boldly introduced refortns into eveiy 
depaitment. The estates held by the 
nobles by a milit?yy tenure were de- 
prived of ;^heir unjust exemption from 
taxation; their castles, villages, and 
vassals subjected to the common law^ 
of the rejilm ; the number of convetitii 
was i-eBtricted; pai’t of their tsMtm 
appropriated to the dischai^e of the 



in 

public pati dcToted to the oatab- 
acl^bolg % every, piovioce 
for tbe of both sexes* Aca- 

demy, j&r iue^actiou in the militaiy 
^ «ar% in Shayid science^ in drawing, a na- 
l^ontd institute, and various other use- 
itul institutions, were established in the 
napibiil Boads, bridges, harbours, ai^ 
cftnaK were undertaken or projected; 
aild bt general spirit of actWity was dif* | 
|U(ieA,% the energy of the government | 
,0jrnat part of these improvements have i 
sui^lvM the ephemeral dynasty with 
whi^ they originated, and constitute 
part of the lasting benefits induced in 
other countries by the disastrous wars 
of the French Kevolution. 

32. The conqii^jst of Naples and as- 
cent of the throne of the Two Sicilies 
by the brother of Napoleon was not 
the only usurpation which followed the 
peace of tres^Jiurg. The old cornmou- 
wealth of Holland was destined to re- 
ceive a ijaaster from the victorious Km- 
jwror while t^e republic of Venice, 
incorporated by the decree of 3{)th 
March with the kingdom of Ibily, fur- 
nished a noblesse to surround and sup- 
port his throne. j.Siuce their conquest 
by the French^ under the victorious 
arms of Pichegin, the Dutch had uni- 
formly shared in all the revolutionary 
^<JOUVulsion8 of the parent republic; and 
the authority latterly coiiferi*ed cxn the 
grand pensionary in 1805, had almost 
establishe<l among them a monarchical 
govenunent. Meanwhile the misfor- 
tunes of the state were unfmrailleled. 
Its most valuable colonies had been 
conquered by the English, and were to 
all appearance indefcasibly tmited to 
that absorbing power. The^Caj'© of 
Good Hope had become a half-way 
house to their vast doininiona in Ben- 
gal ; the island of Ceylon had recently i 
been added to their possession h in the 
Indian Archipelago; and Surinam it- 
self, the entjrepot of the commercial 
riches of Holland in the eastern seas, 
had fallen into their hands. Their har- 
bours were blockarfed, their^ commerce 
ruined, their flag had disappeared from 
the nceau ; and the state, os usual at 
the close of revolutionary convulsions, 
had fallen under the despotic rule of 
ignoble men^ whose tyranny over others 


' [aaar. im. 

ym eqydM^Ijr.by thair base adula- 
tion to th<> of the comr 

monwealth. |?So pe^e, deq;^nj; of 
relief; and wom*^ out'^y thti 
of obscure tyrante, in , d 

whom the respectable classealm 
no share, yere desirous of 
which promised a more ^ble and 
ditable order of things, 
ft 88. Encouraged by these dispositions, 
Napoleon x*e8olved to place his brother 
Louis on the throne of Holland. With 
this view^ a Dutch deputation, composed 
of persona entirely in his interest, was 
instructed to repair to Paris and de- 
mand his appointment. A treaty was 
soon concluded, which, on the preamble, 
** that it had been found by experience 
that the annual election of a chief ma- 
gistrate wgs the source of continual dis- 
cord, and that in the existing state of 
Bjirope a hereditary government could 
alone guarantee* the iudepeudenoe and 
fumiali securities to the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of the state/’ declared 
Louis king of Holland. A few days 
after, the new monareh was procl^imecJ, 
and issued a decree, in which he pro- 
mised to maintain the liberties of bis 
people, whose independence wjis gua- 
ranteed by the Emperor. But the elu- 
sory nature of that independence was 
nuide p|;nfully evident by the ulnirac- 
teristic speech which Napoleon made 
to his brother on the occasion ; — “ N ever 
cease to rega»\l yourself as a French- 
man. 1’he dignity of constable of the 
cmjiire shall be reserved to you and 
your descendants. It will recall to your 
recollection the duties you have to dis- 
cluuge fotea7'ds wo', and the importance 
which 1 attach to the guardianship of 
the strong places which I intrust to 
you, and which compose the northem 
frontier of my states,” 

34. At the same time, the incorpo- 
ration of the Venetian states with the 
kingdom of Italy aflbrded the Emperor 
an opportunity of laying the founda- 
tion of that territorial noblesse by 
whicl< he hoped to add stability and 
lustre to his throne. Twelve military 
tycre created out of the ceded dis- 
tricts, which Napoleon reserved for 
the most distinguished of his marshals 
and ministers ; while a fifteenth of the 
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rer'euue^ wMoh ih«iia . to 
tliL<i ta^aiwiry to 

form to* those d%- 

iiifiei ‘ A of ooe million two 

htt«mi^%l^n«and (jC48,{)00) wos 
1 % jplilj ;iii)(>(!!^ion set afeart from the 
tfti^ #ihe kingdom of Italy* to form 
a ^ind out of which he was to recom- 
pense his soldiers* and which was soon 
divided, among a great vaiiety of claiifl- 
anis. Thus Kapoleon was rendering the 
conquests of his aims not only the 
source of power to himself* but of 
emolument to his followers in every 
degree. 

85- The system upon which Kapo- 
leoh now openly ente ed, of placing 
his relations and family on the thrones 
of the adjoining kingdoms* and sui*- 
munding France with a giiile, not of 
affiliated republics, but of dependent 
dynasties, was not* as has been solBe- 
times imagined, a nftre ebullition of 
personal vanity or imi>erial pride. It 
had its origin in profound principles of 
state policy, and a correct appreciation 
<if the circumstances whicli had ele- 
vated him to the throne, and con-^ 
tinned to surround him when thert. 
He clearly perceived that it was revo 
lutionary passion, converted by his 
genius into the spirit for militajy con- 
(jnest* which had placed higi on his 
present pinnacle of power, and that lie 
was regarded with a jealous eye by the 
old Jiluropean dynasties, who both 
diejuled* from dear-bought experioftce, 
the fei'vour Vrhich bad elevated him to 
the throne, and were averse to the prin- 
ciples which had overturned the ancient 
family. Ho felt that, of necessity, 
however disguised under the semblance 
of friendship, hie hand was against 
evciy man, and everf man's band 
against him. This being the case, the 
only pormanent bond of alliance to 
which ho could trust was that which 
united him to his own family* and 
identified with his owm the interests of 
inferior royalties* dependent on the pre- 
servaiiou of his great parent Jiadem. 
“ I fell, my isolated position,’' says 'he* 
and tlirew out on all aides anchofft of 
safety into the ocean by which I was 
surrounded ; where could I so reasoij- 
aMy look for support os in my own re- 


Itttkms t could t as tnudh ftom 

stHmgewt^’ tiews of 

Kapoleon ; and thal^ m he ipae, 

they were founded o« reacou^ is per- 
fectly obvious. ^Hiat the measures to 
which they led him, of displacing the 
adjoining mbharchs, ahd seating on 
^eir thrones the members of his own 
family, wei-ewcsdculated to excite in the 
highest degree the jealousy atid;|^ti- 
lity of the other Contineiriad 
and thus had a poweiful inddejhce In 
producing his ultimate o^eithrow^ is 
indeed equally certain. But these obn- 
sideratiouB afford no ground for im- 
peaching the soundness of the prin- 
ciples by which his conduct was regu- 
lated. They show Imly that he was 
placed in circumstances which requir- 
ed a hazardous game to be played; and 
add another to tiie maqy illustrations 
which the liistory of* this evimtful 
period exhibits of the etemah truth, 
that those who owe their clevatioS to 
revolutionary passioiit whatever form 
it may have assumed* are driven on 
before a devouring flame* more fatal 
in the end to those who are impelled 
by, than tu those whe resist its fury.* 

36. On the sameWlay on which a 
king wAa given by the French Empei’or 
to the United Provinces, an ambassa- 
dor luTived froijj the Grand Bignio% 
whociuue to congratulate him on hia ac- 
cession to the imperial dignity. He was 
received with the utmost Qoudescen- 
.'•ion ; and the words used by K^tpoleon 
on the occasion ai'c w^ell worthy of 
being recorded, when taken in con- 
junction with his subsequent conduct 
to that fowler by the treaty of Tilsit. 
** Everything,” said he, “ that can hap- 
pen, either of good or bad fortune, to 
tlic Ottomans, will be considered in 
the same light by France. Have the 
goodness, M. Ambassador* to transmit 
these words to Sultan Selim. Let 
him ever recollect that my encmiee, 
who are also hie own, may one day 
p>eneti*ate to his capital. Hehever can 
have an ji cause of apprehension from 

* *' The trutli 10,*’ said Napoleon, 
watt never Diastoi* of my own movemcntfiH-I 
was tiovcr alt^igvtlicr my own. 3 w.^ always 
governed by cirannBtsm'es.”— - hAs CiatiS, "vii 
124 , 125 . 
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IB» : unjUMi M tijt jm& fina *4 St Doinhij^, and 

nottiiw dimMet.'’ ’Wlthfii a diBWMtmdiid tBoopi andafe^ j but 

y«iir iiJb(WP!';W«© wew spoken, tke daweg® h» ^tad i^agpeiWioiii irom 

Napoleon on tl>e Niemen a tdie wintiy stame dtinn^ 

trealgr Bufieia for the parUtioaa of of the Atientio rendered ip^pifis 
the ^holo Turkic territories in Eu* neeeaeary, whioh were in 

r<^ the open roadstead of that MriMir* 

87. But while fortiine seemed thu*^ The imprudent security which had 
laviahing her choicest gi{|» on Napo- dictated that resolution Was noon se* 
lept^^laa^ the dynasties of Eu* i^jrely punished. On the 6th Febmairy 
lS^J%eaPe melting away before his Admir^ BuckworUi, who had been d^ 

disaster, with equally tached from the blockading squadron 

ootilde, was attending all his maritime before Cadiz in pursuit of the enemy, 
opemrions; and the sceptre of the ocean hove in sight with seven ships of the 
had hnnvocably passed into the hands line and four frigates. Four of the 
of his enemies. The victory of Tra- English ships engaged each a single 
falgar, with the subsequent achieve- adversary, while the three others United 
ment of Sir Ki^ard Strachan, had against the Imperial, a splendid vessel 
almost entirely destroyed the great of a hundred and thirty g\tns, which 
combined fleet which under Villeneuve bore the -A dmiraVs flag, and was equal 
had issued from Cadiz : but the aqua- to the encounter of any two of its op- 
drous of Koohefort and Brest, \ipon the pdfients. So unequal a contest as that 
co-operation of which Napoleon had so with three, howtiver, could not be of 
fondly c^culated, still existed ; and he long endurance. Notwithstanding all 
was not yet sufflciently humbled by their efforts to escape, the French aqua- 
disaster to renounce altogether the drou were overtaken and brought to 
hope of deriving some advantage from close action : a desperate eonftiot of 
their services. He resolved to employ two horn's ensued, which terminated 
the remainder of Ws naval forces, not in the whole of their line-of-battle ships 
in regular battlfs with the English being taken or destroyed ; three having 
fleet, but in detached operations in struck their colours, and two, includ- 
smaller armaments, against their re- ing the superb Imperial, being driven 
l^'.ote colonies or merchant vesselB. ashore awi burned. The frigates stood 
Half the Brest aquadfon, consisting of out to sea during the confusion of this 
eleven line-ofbattle ships, was victual- murderous engagement, and escaped, 
led for six months ; and in the middle Nothing could exceed the gallantry 
of December, when the Channel fleet witfi vrhicli the French in all their ships 
was blown off the station by violent stood to ijbeir guns : on board the three 
winds, they stood out to sea, and shortly taken alone, the killed and wounded were 
after ^vided into two squadrons. The no less than 760 ; wliile the total loss 
firpt, under Admiral Leissegflea, con- of the British was only 64 killed, and 
sisiing of five ships of the line and two 2S4 wounded. The Imperial, before it 
frigatw, was destined to cariy out suo- ran ashore, had seen five hundred of its 
cours to St Domingo ; while the se- bravest sailors mowed down by the ir- 
cond, under Willaumez, embracing six resistible fire of the English vessels, 
ships of the line and two frigates, re- 89. Though not overtaken by so 
oeived orders to make for the Cape of overwhelming a disaster, the cruize of 
Gk>od Hope, and do as much injury ns Admiral Willaumez, with the remainder 
possible to the English homeward- of the Brest fleet, was in the end nem ly 
bound merchant fl<t5ta. But a .cruel as calamitous. Having received intel- 
destiny awaited both squadrons, which Ugence; when he approached the Cape, 
nearly annihilated the enemy's remain- of the capture of that settlement by i^e 
ing naval force, and almost closed the Bri^h, he stood over for BmU, where 
long series of British maritime tri- he watered and revictualled at Bahia, 
umphs during the war. and moved northward towards the 

88, Admim Lmos^es arrived with- West Indies, in hopes of falling in 
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vdth tibe <W^3&i]ia!K>|>«l bu^,' 

floQt Tbither wWk^^ 

jllfimoiioir »w p£ b^, Jwwjbed ib« bay qif h® ^ 

thbi#k aot in anAcieiii oblxge^lp l«|;,|jp hjji Wty, lUul alber a 

bard >UQ <>n|y mcned of 

ed hm^k^ distance, abd, by meaiuof France by aleerlng Jbit reflet more 
bia loiaf*pnt IHgat^r observed all hia under ibe bailies cxftbe^ti^bmour 
movements. On tbe 12th July, Sir of Concamean, where abe wi* ebsm- 
John ^rlaae Warren aitived from aone^ but tlm oraw and gn^ 

Jfingland at Barbadoea. Hie aquadron aafety. • r k ^ < 

bad been fitted out and performed the 40. The squadron undar 
Toyoge with unexampled rapidity, IJncie, which had eo long 
having left Spithead only on the 4th almoat unmnlflar^d jn 
June: Sir Kiohard Strachau soon after and done very great dama^ In 
mode hia appearance with a second commerce in the Fast, after its In^- 

fleet in the same latitude ; while r rioua repulse by the China jmerean^ 

third, under Admiral Louis, put to fieet, of which an account has sli^^y 
eea ’iu the end of August, to inter- been given, C%p. XXXvn. J 2?, J 

cept the x'etum of the French. As made an attack on the CentunoUf 
it was now evident that Jlie atteu- fifty guns, and two English merchant* 
tion of the English government was men, in the bay of Vki^patam. But 
fully fixed on this squadron, the last though they took one ofthe meroh4nt- 
which the eneniy hadkat sea, the most men, and drove the other on shore, 
serious appreheuslouH began to pervade they could make no impression the 
the French that they would share the line - of - battle ship, which, with un- 
fate .of then* comrades on the coast of daunted resolution, Bore up against 
St Domingo; and under the influence of triple odds, and at length succeeded 
those feclinga the Veteran, of seventy- in repulsing the enemy. Finding that 
four guns, commanded by Jerome' the Cape of Good 11^ had been 
Buonaparte, separated from the rest conquered by the F]j^tish, Linoia re- 
<jf the squadron, and 'without any luctantly bent his steps homewai'd, and 
orders stood away in the night of the had reached the European latitudes^ 
Goth July for France. Discom^aged by when befell in the night into tha 
this defection, and perceiving no posai- middle of Sir John Boi*laae Warren’s 
bility of maintaining his position, Wil- squadron, and after a short action ^ 
lautuoz saw no resource but to make was taken, 'with the Marengo of dghty, 
sail for the first friendly harboun iu iuid the Belle Foule of forty gfina. 
Europe. In doing so, however, he was Next day, five large frigates, with 
assailed by a fuiioiis tempest, which troops on board b<nind for the West 
totally dispersed his fleet. The Foud- Indies, were met at sea by a British 
royant, severely disabled, with diffi- squadrot^ under Sir Samuel Hood, and, 
culty reached the Havannah, pursued aJ^r a running fight of several hours, 
by the English frigate Anson, under four dut of the five were captured, 
the very guus of the Moro Castle ; the The only division of the enemy at sea 
Impetueux was standing in for the at that period which escaped destruc- 
Chesapeake, when she was descried tion was the Rochefort squadron, under 
by Sir Richard Stmohan's squadron, Admiral Lallemand, which hod the 
driven oshore und burned, her crew good fortune not to fall in with any of 
being mode prisoners ; two other the British fleets, and at leng^, tm^r 
seventy-fours were desti'oyed by the a cruise of six months, regained its 
English in the same bay ; the ^aasard harbour, having xhade eight hundr^ 
alone, which tvas supposed to have prisoners* from merchant vessels in 
foundered at sea, regained Brest about the course of its voyage. Fsw Re 
the middle of OctoWr in the most de- singular good fortune in Ending the 
plorable Oondition. Jerome Buena- pursuit of all the fleets sent in BiHUUh 
pM-to, in ^e Veteran, made a rich of it by the British govemmeni^ Lai- 
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' 1^ to md, 'OttpTO^ tib Fi^K mmff» wm 

,&Cj4i«s^'offi% -A'pltcli of ^ 

&i6r«dxaDtmea» foH Spkoisli fleeto liad ridd^ . 

Vvi^ iB tile Chami^ Oibnatar b# bm 

i^i|»9, imd eurveodored after reriotaaUed prepenoe of ciii^or 
^ oAd hk safb r^i: foreas Odly % tbe adoiifatde aldll of 

ti^ iraa i^^iaciM as a real triiuoph Admiral Horn i and 'more than onOe 
l^/iihe ^rexkb, who v in ^thoae dwaa- iO had seemed a moment df^ubtfhl 
udaya accounted an escape from whether the anient narcd gmtbeaa of 
Pke;.^i^y at sea as e^uiralent to a England was nbt about to yield to the 
^iaSory. ^ ibei Bdui^bans. When 

ix These maritime transactions con- the war broke out^ Louis bequea^ed 
di^ ns to an important epoch in the to the Convention a gallant fleet of 
wair— that in which the French and eighty ships of the line, and a splendid 
Spanish navies were totaixt debtbot- colony in St Domingo, which equalled 
bD, and the Enghsh fleet, by general all the other sugar islands of the world 
consent, had attained to uktvkrsal put, together. But revtilutionaiy oon- 
noMiNiON. There is something solemn, vulsions, Jiowever formidable in the 
and apparently providential, in this ex- creation of a military, can never pro- 
traordinaiy d^endancy acquired on da^e a naval power. The insanity of 
that element by a single power. No- Biissot and the wsociety of Lea Amis 
thing approaching to it had occurretl des Noii’*^ ciit off the right arm of the 
since the fall o| the Homan empire, maritime sti^ength of France by tlie 
Napoleon afterwards acquired impor- destiuction of St Domingo ; the cqn- 
tant additions of maritime strengtlu flscations of tlie Convention utt^ly 
The fleets of Russia, the galleys of ruined her commercial wealth; the 
Turkey, the important harbours of blockade of her harbours deprived her 
Denmark, were jj^ut at his disposal ; but of the only means of acquiring naval 
he never again ventured on naval en- experience. One disaster followed 
terprises ; and, with the exception of another, till not only her own fleets 
unhappy sortie of the Brest fleet, w^ere deq^royed, but the navies of all 
' which was soon te'* minated by the Europe w'ere so utterly paralysed, that 
flames of Basque Roads, no sea-fight the English flag alone appeared on the 
of any moment occurred to the conclu- ocean, and the monarch w’hose will 
sion of the war. Feailess and unre- wai obeyed from Cibrsltor to the 
sisted, the English fleets thencefor- North Capo, and fi'om the Ural Moun^ 
ward navigated the ocean in -every tains to lie Atlantic Ocean, did not 
part of the globe, transporting troops, venture to combat the sloops W’hich 
convoying merchantmen, blpckading daily insulted him in his harbours, 
ports, with as much security as if 4 §. This astonishing result led to a 
they had been traversing an iuknd total change in the weapons by which 
sea of *the British donumons. Band- Napoleon thereafter combated Great 
ed Europe did not venture to leave its Britain, and impelled him into that in- 
harbours. All apprehensions of inva- satiable career of conquest which ulti- 
eion disappeared; and England, ro- mately occasioned his ruin. He at 
lieved alike from danger of domestic once perceived that it was in vain, at 
wai*fare and of colonial embarrass- least for a very considerable time, 
ment, was enablod to direct her undi- to make any attempt to withstand the 
vided attention to l&d operations, and English at sea, and that the prospect 
launch forth hef lagions in tfiat career of ultimately rivalling their power on 
of glory which has immortalised the thiSw element could only be entertained 
name of Well'mgton. after a costly construction of ships of 

42 . It was not thus at ihe commence- war, during a long course of years, in 
ment of the struggie^ nor had it been all the harbours of Europe. Aban- 
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dotting, i)h6r6fo»,^all 

any hlit ye^ 

4tte»fc imvid mSlw not 

fottiMttioii^ i£^tt«firy 1v«f^ »©<woildo<^ of. 

tie liSs mi«a to TO Ol^mvwa^ott HOreesy and AiJmcowr. Uke fi^bcwn 

of hiaf^wer dtlattd fto 0 ^ a ooqnse of EiB»e9Ei 

of poll^ iK«i .mi^t bMco at^tlie foot o£ tbo oaundem tYdonrof 
tie commerbiiu greatn^ of JBSttgUttd. bgted to ceinont' ^e JCttigb^y ftlmo. 
Tbepce |be C0i!<t?iKBii7!cAJi> S'terbK, Xt grawimdbard^edivii^oy^^^ 
baaed on the project oftotdity exoJud* wade fbr i(j av^wclliri^w;^, 
ing Bdtifth goods ana manufactures of Louis XIV.» geidusldf 
from aU the Buropeoh mottarohles, leon, were alike lettered sggl^tilis 
which required for its completion the strength ; the Tictories of bW Bii^e 
cottourrence of all the Continental and Trafalgar equaUy bridled^ at the 
P 0 W«:«, which conld eteiy where be distance of a oentuiy from each cthef, 
enforced only by the most rigid police, the two most powerful monorchs 4>f 
and could succeed only through the Europe ; |k&d the genius of KelsbJ^ poly 
intervention of universal dominion, put the keystone in the su^ch which al- 
From the moment that this ruling ready spanned the globe, The world 
principle obtained possessiau of bis had never seen such a body of seamen 
mind, the conquest of Europe, or at as those of England during the ^'vokh 
least the subjection of all its govern* tiouary war. Banntlei^^^o their ene* 
merits to his oonti’ol, became a matter mies, yet submissive to their. chiC^s^ — 
of necessity ; for, if any considerable brave in action, yet cool ip dopgsr^ 
state were left out, the barrier wonld impetuous in assault, yet patient m de- 
be incomplete, and through the chasm fence*— capable of the utmost edbHs 
thus left in the defences, the enemy of patriotic devotion, yet attentive to 
would speedily find an entrance. The^ the most minute points of naval disci* 
termination of the itoaritim^? war, therv'^ pline — submissive tf orders equ^ly 
fore, is not only an ora of the highest when facing the muz^ea of an enemy's 
importance, with reference to the sepa- broadside, or braving the storms of Ac 
niie interests of England, but it is northern ocean— capable of enduring 
the commeneemeut of that ijpportant alike tlie vertical rays of the torrnj^ 
change in the system of Contiuentel zone, or the frozeft severity of an arotSb 
%varfare which necessanly brought Na- jvinter — cherishing, amidst the iitegu- 
poleon to tlie alternative of universal lari ties of naval life, the warmih of 
dominion or total ruin. domestic affbetion ; and nursing, amidst 

44. Doubtless the highest praise is the solitude of the waves, the ennobling 
duo to the long line of brave and illus* sentiments of religious duty. By such 
trious men, who, during a series of virtues, not a transient, but an endur- 
ages, reai^ed ttp the astonishing mari- ing fabrar. is formed. It is by such 
time power «*f England. It was not, foi*titude that a lasting impresrion on 
like, the empires of Napoleon or Alex- human affairs Is product- 
nnder, constmeted in a single lifetime ; 45. But amidst all our admiration 

nor did it fall with the fortunes of the of the character of the British navy, 
heroes W’ho gave it birth. It grew, on destined to rival in the annals of the 
the contrary, like the Roman power, world the celebrity of the Roman le* 
through a long succession of ages, and gions, we must not omit to pay a just 
Huiwived the death of the most I’e- tribute to the memory of their gallant 
nowned chiefs who had contributed to and unfortunate, but not on that ac- 
its splendour. So early as the dime of count lei^ estimiwde antagonists. In 
Edw'aKl IIL the Engli^ navy had in- the long and arduous struggle which 
flicted a d.tendful wound on thfcSl of for three centuries the French Mvy 
France; thirty thotisand of the van- maintained with the English, they were 
quished had Mien in a single engage- called to the exercise of qualities not 
ment ; and the victory of Sluys equal- less worthy of admiration. Theirs was 
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mblaUlytita- 

tbj»^ 

kiioi^iai how t9 enoou^- : 

caa loi^ iwld^^^^ely maij^n a aink- 
13% ^iibheered by on®, ray of 

ftympatby ; ^bioh^ undor a sense 
of cm return to a combat in 
if|rl4.^b disMbr only can be anticl|^tea« 
a^ sacir^oe bot only lifej but reputa- 
i^e cause of a countty trbich 
on success alone tbs smiles 
df f^sner^favour. Napoleon constantly 
lamented that his admirals, though 
]g<S^ttaUy brave, wanted the skilful 
bomhination, tbe daring energy, which 
^Stisguished the leaders of his land 
forces, and gave g^he English admirals 
such astonishing triumphs. But had 
he possessed more candoim, or been 
more tolerant of misfoiiiune, he would 
have seen tho^such daring con be ac- 
quired only in the school of victory ; 
tmit, as self 'Confidence is its soul, so 
despondence is its ruin; that the vehe- 
ment bursts of ’auger with which he 
visited the leaders under whom dis- 
asters at sea had been incurred, was 
the chief cause oi this nervous dread 
of mponeibilitjy and that, in reality, 
the admirals who encountered not only 
danger but disgrace in combating the 
arms of Nelson, were often more wor- 
thy of admiration tlmn those who led 
his Ifind forces to certain victory at 
Austeiiitz or Jena, 

46. As the English navy has thus 
risen by slow degrees to universal do- 
minion, BO the analogy of history leads 
to the conclusion, that great and dur- 
able results are to be produpfvi by its 
agency. And without presuming to 
scan too minutely the designs of Pro- 
vidence, in wliich we are merely blind 
though free agents, it may not be going 
too Sur to asaei*t, that the ultimate 
object fbr which thk vast power was 
created, is already conspicuous. The 
Homan legions bequeathed to the world 
the legacy of modem Europe ; its em- 
pires and monarchies are but provinces 
of their dominion, regenerated by the 
fierce energy of northern valour. The 
English navy wiU transmit to mankind 
the still more glorious inheritance of 
Transatlantic and AusMian greatness. 


A new world has been pooled ty its de- 
scendants, Sind embned with its epMt: 
fi-eedom, temps’^ by power, fbt 
low in its footsteps ; mom Hosek 
I it did the match of the SpM 1 

will tbe ooraer of mVilisstlOu 
BHtishdag. T^ em m fast 
ing in this narratives when asmiher 
power, eqoshy jdow in grow^ 
eqnallv permanent in its {WCf^s, w^ 
come before ariaingte meatneas in 

tbe east of Europe. The Uross is in- 
scribed on its banners: Woe to the 
Orescent I is the watch-cry of its people; 
and while the brilliant meteor of Napo- 
leon, rising on the fieeting aeoend^t 
of passion nnd crime, is extinguished 
in blood, these two colossal empires, ir- 
resistible, the one by sea and the other 
by land, ijriU each lay tbe foundations 
of the spread of Christianity through 
heif the globe. 

47. These defeats of the French naval 
squadrons were not the only maritime 
operations of tlxis year* Before Mr 
Pitt’s death, he had prepaid an expe- 
dition, under Sir David Baird, consist- 
ing of five thousand men, for the re- 
duction of the Cape of Gt>od Hope, the 
naval armament being under the direc- 
tion of Sir Home Fophom. On the 4th 
January 1806, the whole reached Table 
Bay ; bi^ the violence of the surf pre- 
cluding possibility of disombajrking 
in that quarter, they were obliged to 
land in Leopard Bay, from whence 
the»/ moved immediately towards the 
capital. On the 8th they came up with 
the Dutch forces, five thousand strong, 
chiefly cavalry, in battle array, upon 
an elevated plateau which the road 
crossed on the auMmit of the Blue 
Mountains. The Hollanders stood seve- 
rnl discharges without flinching; but 
no sooner were preparations made for 
charging with the bayonet, th^ they 
broke and fled, leaving seven hundred 
killed and wounded on the field of 
battle; while the loss of Ihe victors 
was only two huisdred and twelve. 
This action decided the fate of the co- 
lony : Cape Town surrendered; C^ieral 
JaiAens, who had ^^ed With three 
thousand men towards the Hottentot 
country, was inducm .by an honour^ 
able capitulation, which ^ovided for 
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hi« to Evdtt^ tfiitli ^ 

foreesi to abMCtdoQ a Ikop^OM coatM^; Vc#faood olBu^noa 1^6 ^tlb; 

and wHstim the time imd the tvbo|te were KmiMist^iy 

when i^W troo|>a#^ i^e dtaesihjkrkeii (^herai|Mii^ 

wccred on W £o^, and oomxxiaiided ihe land htcm, at once 
tolony waa proceeded azaiHii^t that town^ while 

atme^ei tb ^VBrithih dominions the liiaval dsetintrted thit idten- 

48; ^hk weSl^concerted eaterpme t$q|i of the euemp/ hy ^!t«eateli^^ 
added an impoitant fiettlement to the Honte Vldao^wh^ ^ prhudM W 
Brititth oe^mal gtrdley^whioh already^ gular foroea Were wloeted, v Buera 
almost eaoh^cled the earth: but the Ayres, ohkfly deluded 
facility with which it was achieved, in- unable to withstand the esergetjle Ot- 
spired the eommandere with an over- tack of the invaders ; and the eap&‘ 
weening confidence, which ultimately lation was soon concluded, which gun- 
led to eerioua disasters. Sir Homo ronteed private property— a stipnlidion, 
Popbara had at a fanner period been which Hie English commanders reli^ 
privy to certain desig^iH of Mr Pitt giousiy observed, Hiough cargoes of 
for operations in concert with General great value were lying afloat on the 
Miranda in South America, and had river, and might, by the established 
tfven been appointed, ia Hecember usages of war, have been declared good 
1804, to the Diadem of sixty-four g^ns, prize. But public stores to a great 
** for the purpose of oo-operating witlf amount fell into the hand& of the vie- 
General Miranda, to tbi extent of tak- tom ; of which 1,200,000 dollars were 
iug advantage of any of hia proceed- foriibwith forwarded to govemtbitot, 
mga’ which mij^lit tend towards our while quicksilver to doujfle the amount 
attaining a poskion on the continent was seized for the benefit of the cap- 
.'f South America favourable to the tors. 

trade of this countiy/' This in ten*, 50. Gfwemmcnt were extremely em- 

lion, however, had been afterwards ban’assod how to act v^en intelligence 
abandoned, or at least suspended, in ofthis unlooked-for sucsess reached the 
consequence of the urgent remou- British Islands. Notthatthey felt any 
(^trances of liussia against any such re- doubt as to the inexpedience and un- 
mote employment of the Britis^forces, happy tendency of the enterpiiee ; for,t\ 
and when he amved at the Cape, Sir on toe first inforifiation that the ex- 
Home had no authority, express or pedition was in contemplation, they 
implied, to employ any part of the had despatched oi’ders to countermand 
forces under his command on any othbr its sailing; which unhappily arrived 
expeditioa But his ardent imagina- too late to put a stop to its progreso. 
tion hod been strongly impressed by But they were unable to stem or mode- 
the brilliant results, both to the nation mte the delirium of joy which pervaded 
and the officers engaged in the service, the uiindefHif the mercantile classes on 
which might arise from such a desti- receipt of the despatches. The Eng- 
nation of part of the force which had lish, subject beyond any other people, 
effected the reduction of the Cape of perhaps, of whom history makes men- 
Good Ho|)e; and having persuaded Sir tion, to periodical, though fortunately 
David Bmrd, the governor of that set- not very lasting, fits of insanity^ were 
tlement, to u oei^in extent to enter suddenly seized witli the most immo- 
into his vie^, he set sail in the begin- derate transports. Boundless fields of 
ning of Aplril from Table Bay, taking wealth, it was thought, were opened, 
with him the whole imval force imder endless mai'kets fqr the pioduce of 
his command, and fij^en huudrei land manufacturing industiy discovered ; 
tioops, WiUi and two com- and those fabled re^ons which formed 

panies which ho huid the oddi’ess’^ the Eldorado of Sir Walter Baleigb, 
procure fittim St JB^ktia, be steered appewed about to pour their inex* 
straight for the mohto of the Bio de la haustible treasures into toe British 
I’lato. Islands. Under toe iufiuenoe of theae 
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^oit^ e76t7'\pniiici|^^ 

eveiry sugg^tlou of ien^e, 
€T<^" co»iri^ 0 i^tio» ojf policy^ every 
le«»QA M etpefience, w»i swept away : 
fipec^lations tbe most extravagant were 
entered into, iwojects the most insen' 
fasiiO fi>nned, expectations the most 
^dioulone entertained ; and govei’p- 
meni, nnabje to withstand th© torrent, 
were obtigM to dkaemble their real 
icings, and give a certain counte- 
hanoe to ideas which could be fraught 
only with ruin to all who acted upon 
them. 

53. But long before the cabinet of 
Bt James’s were either required ,to 
come to a resolution in what manner 
they were to aofin regard to their now 
acquisition, or the boundless consign- 
ments which were in preparation could 
have crossed the Atlantic, the conquest 
itself had reCrmed to the govenimeiit 
of its former masters. Ashamed of 
their defeat by a handful of foreigners, 
and recovered from the consternation 
which the unwonted occurrence of an 
invasion had at first produced, the 
Spaniards began to entertain serious 
thoughts of exf ‘filling the intruders. 
An msuiTectioipwas secretly organised 
in the city of Buenos Ayms, almost 
under the eyes of the English com- 
Ifmantlers, without their being aware of 
what was going forward. The militia 
of the surrounding districts were as- 
sembled ; Colonel Lini^res, a French 
officer ill the Spanish seivicc, favoured 
by a thick fog, succeeded in crossing 
over from Monte Video at the head of 
a thousand regular troops ; and on the 
4th August the small EnglisK garrison, 
assailed by several thousand men from 
without, found itself menaced with in- 
SuiTection within the city. The state 
of the weather rendered ernbarkatiou 
impossible; a desperate conflict en- 
sued in the town ; and the English 
troops, after sustaining for several 
houiu an unequal conflict with the 
enemy, in greatly syiperior force in the 
streets, and a ^fitill more deadly be- 
cause unseen foe in the windows and 
on the ropfe of houses, were obliged to 
capitulate. The terms of the surren- 
der were afterwards violated by the 
Spaniards, and the whole remaining 


VoopB, thirte^ hubdrad M ntm^er, 
jotxade i^risonerB of wai^, after hb^ng 
lost he^ly tvr^,tiund^ in 
wounded. Home Pdphaibi 
author of ibeee calamities, 
in maHng his escape xvith 
ron, and cast anchor (iff the pt 

the river, where he maintained a block- 
ade till reinforOementB 
^British to resume the oflteiiBie* attend- 
ed, in the end, with still mpronnfortu- 
uate circumstances in the succeeding 
year. Geneml Miranda* whose pro- 
jects against South America had been 
the remote cause of all these disast^m, 
disappointed in his expectations of 
assistance both from the Bntish and 
American governments, set sail fi*om 
Nevv York at the head ,of a most in- 
adequate' force of one sloop and two 
schooners ; and after tindergoing many 
ffiudships, and landing on the Spanish 
main, w-as obliged to re-embark and 
make the best of his way back to Tri- 
nidad. 

52, Differences at this period arose, 
which threatened to involve the British 
government in a far more serious con- 
test wuth the United States of North 
America They originated in griev- 
ances which unquestionably gave the 
Americans much ^uud for complaint, 
althougi no fault could be imputed to 
the English maritime policy ; and they 
were the necessary result of their hav- 
ing engrossed a large portion of the 
lucrative carrying trade between the 
belligerent powern. The first subject 
of complaint was the impressment of 
seamen said to be British in the Ameri- 
can service : the next, the alleged vio- 
lation of neutral rights, by the sekurc 
and condemnation of vessels engaged 
in the carrying trade between Fi’ance 
and her own or allied colonies. The 
first, though a practice of all others tho 
most likely to produce feelings of iiri- 
tation among those upon whom it was 
exercised, arose unavoidably from the 
similarity of habitaaud identity of lan- 
guage Vn the two al^8, which of course 
rendered desertidfi frequent froth the 
on^ service to the othw ; and was a 
necessary oousequencs from the light 
of search which the American govern- 
ment, by a solemn treaty in 1794, had 
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ba$^ of the wbojd siarit^oa^ laws pt 
Europe. It was ktiupos^ible ti> expeot 
when B^ttisli ofBolfc^ in tlie ootirae 
ojf HSicri^Wg Bfiotral vewls fjr eoutm» 
bi^6i#]Hiiol^Oftme apoti Eioglish sailors 
dwerfced to th« sertioe of these 
neutcial^, and whom they recogTilsed) 
they mlaim them for their 

owti cotieity* If abuses were com* 
mitted in exercise of this delicate 
right, thiit was a good reason for mak- 
ing regulations to clieck them as far as 
possible, and provide for a due inves- 
tigation of the matter, but none for 
abrogating the privilege altogether.* 
The second arose from the decisions of 
the English admiralty courts, which 
now declaj*ed good prize neutral ves- 
sels carrying colonial produce from the 
enemy's colonies to the motlicr state, 
though they had landed and paid 
duties in the neutriil cwuntiy, contniry 
to the foimer usage, which admitted 
that step as a break in the continuity 
of the voyage, and protected the cargo. 

■* On the part of the Araoncfitis, it wan 
contended, * ‘that the practice of »carcht:ig 
for und in> pressing seamen on lyjard theif 
vessels was not only derogatory to the honour 
of their fiaf? as an indopoiniont nation, hut led 
to such outr.'iges and abuses, tnat, while it 
coutmued, no lasting peace or amity could 
be expected with Great llntam It conti- 
nually happened that uativu Amoi<i;auB were 
impressed, and obliged to servo lu tlie Eng- 
lish navy on pretence of iheir being Bntisb- 
born subjects, and such was the jdiniiarity 
of laugusje and external ap)>oaranco between 
the two nations, tl«at oven with the faifesr 
intentions such rmstakes must freipicntly 
hapi)CJi. A practice which loails to such 
abuses cannot be tolerated by an indepen- 
dent state. It IB in vain to appeal to abstract 
right, or the pzactieo of other stated ; the close 
similarity of the Americans and English ren- 
ders the exercise of it infiuitively more 
grievous in theT case thiiuit could be m any 
othei The American government are will- 
ing to conehr m any reasonable measures to 
prevent Bntish deserters from finding reftige 
on board the American ships ; but they can 
no longer permir the liberty of their citir-ens 
to depend on the interested or capricious 
sentence of on Bugibth officer." 

To this it was replied on the part of Great 
Britain; ** That no poWer but lior own could 
release a British subject fSoom the aAegianeo 
whittb she oyved to tbh govcnmient of bis 
nativity ; ghdithat, provided she infringed 
not the jurisdiction, of other uidepeudent 
states, sho had a to enforce thuir ser- 
vices wherever abb found thehi; that no state 
could, by the l^SUdtime law, prevoni Its 


Si. |roui4,of % cUstiuoiaou, ^ 
Ey WSHiam waa, 
that to bring thb ueutml wtuki^ the 
exoeptidqj'it iriw nepawa*^ that thet% 
ahould be a hona and pay^ 

ment of duties ; and so it had beeu ex- 
pressly stated in Lord Hawk^sbury's 
declamtion on the subject, Issued in 
ld02 ; whereas, under the system of 
rerenue lawsiestablished United 
States, this was not done. On the con- 
trary, the payment of the dutieb tras 
only seourod by bonds^ which ibere 
cancelled by debentures for the same 
sums the moment the goods were re- 
exported, which was usually done, 
without unlading, next day, so that 
the whole was a mere evasion, and cost 
only 34 per cent on tne amount of the 
sums, nominally paid. It was strictly 
conformable to legal principle to refuse 
to recognise such an elusory proceed- 
ing as sufficient to broak^the continuity 
of the voyage, and permit the goods to 
stft out on their travels anew, as from 
a neutral state; but^it Was equally^ 

merchant vessels being searched for emura- 
bftud articles ; and if ui the coutso of that 
search her subjects were discovered, who had 
withdrawn from their ’jiwful allegiaaoe, on 
what principle ooukl lb» neutral refuse to 
givo them up? It is impossible to maintain 
that a belligerent may search neutral tcbscIs 
for ariiclea of a certain sort, held contraband 
and belonging to that neutral, and not at th‘> 
same time reclaim own subjects, if stund- 
toneous’iy disrovered. The right of impress- 
ment 18 a ncceswiry corolhuy livm the right 
of aearcU : it is in truth the exercise ol a still 
clearer privilege., The diffieuUy of distin- 
guishing an Euglighiuiui froiA an American is 
no reason for nlaudomug the right of aearch- 
big for subjects c;f the former state, whatever 
i’c;uK>u it may afford fcir discrimination and 
lorbeara^flB m the excroists of it. If the 
nglit 15 abused, the officer guilty of the 
wrong will meet with exemplary punish- 
ment; if the Atnericana can bJiow that a 
natiieof the United Siaten has By mistake 
been seized lor a Briton, he will be irrmio 
diately released ; but it is imposslblo h>r 
Groat Britain to relinquish for an instant a 
right e-Bscutiftl to the existence of her navy, 
and the knowledge of which aloiuj prevents 
her ships of wsu* being deserted fur the higher 
wages Which the lucrative commerce of neu- 
trals enables them ti>i»ffei% as a bribe to tho 
princqial defenders of her imieiKMidenco. If 
such a change is over to be made, it can only 
he on tlie neutrals providing sonic substitute 
for the present practice equally effic^clQUJS, 
and not more liable to abuse, whiiffi hats 
never yet been clone." — Gee Ann, Miff, BSOiji, 
Ui, 
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natural tha aufferara und^r dia* 
tiocAlaip .abould «xclii^ londly agaM 
its ^d asorxba to tbe ^tish 

ootata liiiooasiitesni oonduet, in first 
oognislog ai tagal a ti^de from 
memfu oolony to the mother state, 
imterrapted by payment of duties at a 
neutral harbour, and then, ^ter exten- 
sive oiq>ital had, on the faith of tfiat 
recognition, been sunken the traffic, 
declaring the vessels engaged in it good 
prize. 

H. To these serious and lasting sub- 
jects of discord, was added the irritar 
tkn produced by an iinfoitunate shot 
from the British ship Leander, on the 
coast of Ameiios, which killed a native 
of tliat country,^and produced so vehe- 
ment a commotion, that Mr Jefferson 
issued an intemperate proclamation, 
forbidding the crew of that and some 
other English vessels from entering the 
harbours of t*he United States. Meet- 
ings took place in all the principal 
cities of the Union, at which viol»5nt 
^ resoluttions on till the subjects of com- 
plaint W6i*e passed by acclamation. 
Congress caught the fiome, and after 
some preliminary angry decrees, passed 
a non-importati^oii act against the manu- 
factures of Great Britain, to take effect 
on the 1 6th N o vembcr fol lowing. The 
^^nglish people were equally loud in 
*ibe assertion of thofr maritime rights, 
and everything announced the com- 
mencement of a Transatlantic war by 
a state already engaged with more than 
half of Europe, 

66. But, fortunately for both coun- 
tnea, whose real interests are not more 
closely united than their popular pa'-- 
sions are at variance, the adjustment 
of the matters in dispute was placed 
in wiser and cooler heads chan the 
excited populace of either. Commis- 
sioners were sent from America to ne- 
gotiate with Great Biitain, and endea- 
vour tb obtain some clear and precise 
rnle for regulatiDg their ti^e with the 
enemy* B colonies* not liable to be 
changed by orders •bf council or deci- 
sions of courln as to the intentions of 
pAities. These commissioners were 
Mr Munroe and Mr Pinckney on the 
part of the United States, and Lords 
Holland and Auckland on that of 


fdkreat Britain. The instructions of 
their reBpeetzve g^emmenti were of 
the most conciliatoi^ kind* the 
gentlemen pn. Ifoth sides 
&eir important duties in a 
ing spiril Under such 
negotiation, how difficult and ;emW^ 
rassing soevei*, could bxrdly of 
being brought to a sucpejHdul issue. 
iWith respect to the iittp^nfimient of 
seamen, the subject was found to bo 
surrounded with such difficulties, that 
the American commissioners, in appo- 
sition to the letter of their instimctions, 
foimd themselves oonstauined to be sa- 
tisfied in the mean time, with a pledge 
by the British government, that they 
would issue directions for the exercise 
of this right with the greatest delicacy 
and forbearance, and would afford im^ 
mediate redress upon any representa- 
tfon of injury sustained by America, 
reselling the final discussion of the 
matter to a future opportunity. But 
on the other points in oontroverisy a 
satisfactory adjustment was effected. 
A clear and precise rule was laid down 
for the regulation of the circuitous 
trade between the colonies and parent 
states of the enemy, which defined the 
difference between a continuous and 
intermpted voyage, and stipulated that, 
besides the goods being landed and tlie 
duties ^iiid, there should remain, after 
the drawback, a duty of one per cent 
on European, and two per cent on 
colonial produce ; and an extension of 
the maritime jurisdiction of the United 
Sbites was agreed to, five miles frim 
the shore of their territoiy. Thus, by 
good sense and moderation on both 
sides, were these difficult questious 
satisfactorily adjusted, and tlie British 
nation honourably exti'icated from an 
embarrassment which threatened, under 
far more perilous circumstfmees, to, re- 
new the dangers of the armed nentml- 
ity or the northern coalition. 

56. While England v^tlnm^^te&d- 
ing hej: naval dominion into evety part 
of the globe, and asserting with ^ual 
fot^earanee and spirit m maritime 
rights easential to the pr^ervationnf 
the vast fabric, Kapolcon was rapidly 
advancing in his career of terrestrial 
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empire. im the fii»t pow^; 

which fdt ^ hiamiiiei*ion to. whi4h 
th^ iiicesaftht ftdvek^iic^ 1^4 in |4I the 
Ata^ Tho*fiiBgulflr treaty 
has a!^ea4y been mention^ which was ' 
ccncktded hy Obtmt <m the 

l$th. December^ Whereby ha sabati* 
luted for thc itttead^ warlike defiance 
an ellian<^ purtdim by the cession of 
Han over, iS^ the tmoonscious and neu « 
Iral, if not aihed^ Bngland. Great was 
the embanraasmeut of the cabinet of 
Bexlici when the. intelHgeoce of this 
uoo»peoted arrangement arrived. On 
the one hand, the object of their ambh 
lion for the last ten yeai's seemed now 
about to be obtained, and the slate to 
be rounded by an atijoining territory 
which would bring it an addition of 
nearly a million of soula ^ On the 
other, some remains of conscience made 
them feel ashamed of thus parlilionini^ 
a friendly power, and#they were not 
without dread of ofiendiug Alexander 
by openly sharing in the spoils of his 
faithful ally. At length, howevei*, the 
magnitude of the temptation and the 
terror of Napoleon prevailed over the 
king’s better principles, and it w^aa de-* 
termined not to ratify the treaty uucuD' 
ditionally, but to send it back to Paris 
with certain modifications. As a colour 
to the transaction, and also, Deihaj)s, 
as a salve to their own conscifnees, it 
was agreed to “accept the proposed 
exchange of Hanover for the Margrav- 
ates, on condition that the completWn 
of it should ue deferred till a general 
peace, and the consent of the King of 
Great Britain in the mean time be ob- 
tained f' while it was represented to 
the Kuglish minister at Berlin that 
arrangements bad been concluded with . 
France for insuring the tranquillity of 
Hanover, which ** stipulated expressly 
the committing of that country to the 
exclusive guard of the Prussian troo|>s, 
uud to the administration of the king, 
until the conclusion of a general peace.” 
But uot a Wrord was said of any ulterior 
designs fif definitely annexing iHano- 
ver tf» the Prussian dominions ; and in 
the mean ttm^ the French troops wjuie 
replaced by tho Prussian in that elec- 
torate, a large part of the aimy was 
disbanded, and a prodamatiou to the 


elE^ issued |he king on 
po^ludon of that ter^ 

\ 07. But it WHS alike fibs 

character and designa vof htapoleon 


soever, Jhi the treaties which he 
conolt^ed with the of infiei’ior 

powera The utmost indignation, thei^ 
foh, was expressed at Bt C^ud^at the 
modifications^pfoposed to be ineerted 
in the treaty. ** From.ihat moment^'’ 
says Bignon, ''on the pert of Napoleon 
the qu^ion was decided; all sincere 
cdliance waabecomeimpossiblebetween 
Prussia and him ; it was regarded only 
as a suspected power, whose hollow 
friendship had ceased to have azjy value 
in his eyes.” On the ^th February it 
was officially announced to Haugwita, 
that “ as the treaty of Vienna had 
been mtified within the prescribed thnpe ' 
by the Prussian governii|anfc, the Em- 
peror regarded it as no longer bindhig.” 
This rigour had the desired 
Prussia ha<i not resolution enoo^ to . 
resist ; and on the Icith February /a^ 
new and still more diagmcelui timtgr 
whb signed by Haugwitz at Paris, which 
openly stipulated not only the annexa^ 
tion of Hanover to the*|*russian domib- 
ions, but the exclusion of the British 
flag from the ports of that electorate. 

It was ratified on the 26th, and imme-^ 
diately canied inbs execution. Count' 
Schulenborg took possession of Hano- 
ver on the part of the Prussian mon- 
archy, and immodiat^y issued a pro- 
clamation, closing its harbours against 
English vessels. Finally, on the lat 
April a patent appeared, formally an- 
nexing th^ electorate to the Pruissian 
dtaninions, on pretence that, when be- 
longing to Napoleon by the right of 
conquest, it had been transferred b't 
Prussia, in consideration' of three of 
her provinces ceded to France. 

66. This system" of seizing posses- 
sion of the territories of neutral or 
friendly states, in order to meet the 
wishes or suit the inclinations of greater 
potentates, when bounding their do- 
minions, to which Napoleon, through 
his whole administration, was so much . 
inclined, had succeeded perfectly when 
the objects of spoliation were powmrfv 
like Venice or Naples, too weak to 
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'iP^wib fiiiSin.' 

of hii4 piotesiied 

,pi«i{ttAlb«.oecupatio|i of tli^t olecto- 
i5te%iho Prussian foroes, frorobaving 
Obser?«€ in the oonduot of their gene* 
irarious indications of an intehtion 
to do more than take ijtissession of it 
a temporal^ purpose. *At the same 
l^e tike mildest remonstrance, accom- 
by a request of explanation, had 
made by Mr Fox, .ddien the m- 
tmtions of the cabinet of Berlin be- 
came still moi*e suspicious. But no 
sooner did intelligence arrive of the 
exclusion of thf English flag from the 
harbours of the Elbe, and the Prussian 
proclamation appear announcing that 
they took possession of the country 
in virtue of’, the French right of oon- 
qnest, than that spirited minister took 
the most decisive measures to show 
^that perfldious, government the dispo- 
^sitions of the power they had thought 
fit to provoke. The British ambas- 
sador was immediately recalled from 
Berlin; the Frisian harbours were 
declm*ed in acetate of blockade; an 
embaigo was laid on all vessels of that 
nation in the British harboura ; while 
ii a message from the King to both houses 

of parliament annoiSticed his resolution 
^^to assert the dignity of his crown, 
and his anxious expectation f<ir the ar- 
rival of that moment when a more 
liberal and enlightened policy on the 
part of Pmssia should remove every 
impediment to the renewal ot peace 
and friendship with a p(?wer wiUi 
whom his majesty had no othe»* cause 
of difference than that now created by 
these hostile acts,” An older in coun- 
cil was soon after issued, authorising 
the seizure of all vessels navigating 
nndet Prussian colours ; and such w^ 
the effect of these measures, that the 
Prussian ftag was soon aUuost fswept 
firom the ocean ;^aaid before many 
weeks had elap«ed,*four hundred of its 
merchant vessels had found their way 
into the harboum of Great Britain. 

69. In the speech which he made 
shortly after in the House of CoinmoDs, 
Mr Fox drew in vivid cdoors, and de- 


1^^’ »3». €«U,«f hi* elo- 
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litz, abasiai!(»tt^ the whole direotio%of 
his troops that remained in Ctermaojf 
to the King of PrpSsia, and this coup- 
j try had promised him powerful asms- 
Ltauce in pecuniary snpimna* These 
'were the means which he possessed 01 
giving weight to his negotiatio^^d 
what use did he make of them I Wiy, 
to seize a part of the territories of those 
powers Who had been supportinghim in 
the rank and situation thathsd eiiabled 
him to negotiate on fair terms with the 
French Emperor. At fiiat he pretended 
only to take interim possession of the 
electorate of Hanover, till the consent 
of its lawful sovereign could be ob- 
indued to its cession at a general po^e; 
but latterly thk thin disguise was laid 
aside, and he openly avowed th^ he 
accepted it in Ml sovereignty from 
Franco, to which it belonged by right 
of conquest. Such a proceeding r^ts 
uiKiD no other conceivable foundation, 
but that w^orst emanation of the di^ 
orders and calamities of Europe m 
recent time»--the principle of trans- 
ferring the people of other states troin 
one power to another, like so many 
cattle, tipon the footing of mutual am- 
bition or couvenience. W e may not at 
present be able to prevent the tians* 
far ; but h t us protest solemnly against 
itH iTiju.stice, and vigorously make use 
ot" the forces which Providence has 
given us to make the guilty league feel 
the consequences of our just indigna- 
tion. The pretext that Prussia re* 
ceived tins territory from Napoleon, to 
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whom it belonged by right of conquest 
is as hollow aa it is msoreditablo. it 
was merely occupied' m a temporary 
way by the French troops; it formed 
no part of the French empko; above 
all, its cession had never bf^ agreed 
to by this country-^and wh^, is ihere 
to beifound on install^ in »toiy of 
such a cession of military a^uitetion 
pending the contest ? |Rhe of 

Pimssie in this a Cam- 

pound of everything tWt is oohtfliifipt- 
ible in servility, with ieveryt^iiug that 
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is odious, in 
have 

of 'war' to cedi^ loimy ^hw 
ptovinoes ; Brussia idone, Mrmumt ao^T wban tlis 
o^iW ijUsaateTi lias doSpiM^ ^ of kpr|]4 took posses^okx of 
oncO toUie lowest abbaoies <dl4sden^ audi 

-^that of becoming the minister of the oi^pretenee that tl^y. heloog^ to the 
injustice and rapaoity of a master.'^ dtiohy of Geves. wi&otrt tegastd 

60. In consenting to this infamonsi to the elaims1>f ;imsSk to mi»e territ 
transaction, the oamuet of Berlin were tories, founded on a prior Thhi 
doubtless a^n|d^ by the desire to de> initatiott was augmented by the ini^^ 
preeate the wrath and conoiliate the rious oondu|b of the French^' gen^^ 
favour of the French Bmperor. It is in the norti^f Gmm^ i^o openiy 
worth while to examine, therefore, demanded a contribution of four 
whether that object was gained, and lion francs (£160,0(10) ftOm (he city 
in what light their conduct was viewed of Frankfort; and* in terms equally 
by that dreaded conqueror. ^^From menacing, inquired % lean from tas^ 
the momehV’ says Bi^on, ^^that the city of Hamburg M a s^ huger 
treaty of 15th February wa§ signed, amount; while in Bremen, every kipd 
Napoleon did more than hate Prussia ofmerohandise suspecmdi^ beFn^^lr^ 
— be conceived for that pother tbs was srized without distini^mi and 
most profound oontoaapt. -All his mitted to the dames. Six miHionS of 
views from that day were bas^ on con- francs (£240,000) was the pries atwlsl!^ 
niderations foreign to its alliance : he the imperial robber oo^des(^er^ed, m a,;; 
conceived new projects — be formed time of profound Oontinentid peac^ to ' 
new plana, liis if that alliance no longer tender to tbe city of Hamburg and the 
existed, lu the mean tixhl^ he pressed Hanse To wns hia protection. The Veil 
the execution of all the stipulations if which had so long J^ung before Hie 
<:outain«d favourable to France : he eyes of the PrusBian ^vemmc^t ndW 
would not permit the delay of ii single began to fall ; they perceived, with in- 
day.’' Hardenberg had the good for- describable pain, that their long course 
tune to escape the disgrace ^ being of obsequiousness to France had pro-^ 
privy to these proceoi^ngs : ^e had, cured for them ufliy the eontempt of 
from his known hostility to Napoleon, that power, and the hostiUty of its ^e- 
been obliged to withdraw fi^m the mica, 

Prussian caVunet before they ware 62. No words can j^nt the mingled 
finally oonsmumated. ' feelings of shame, ^triotism, and indig- 

61. The eflecte of this unmeasured nation, which animated all rankft in 

contempt of Prussia Bodn appeared in Prussia, when ' the rapid course of 
a aeries of measures which overturned events leit no longer any doubt, not 
the whole constitution of the Germanic only that their rights and, int^’ests 
empire, and ultimately brought the were totally disregarded by France, in 
former power int^ hasty and ill-fated favour of whom they had niadeso many 
collision with t|ke French empire. On sacrifices ; but that they had sunk to 
16th March, Ithtfat, without any pre- this depth of degradation without any 
vious concert with the cabinet of Ber- attempt to assert thei^ignifcy as an in- 
lin, was ^esiicd with the duchies of dependent power, The Queen and 
Berg land Goves, ceded to France, by Prince Louis, who had so long mourned 
the 16th Februaxy, by Ba- in vain the temporising policy apd do- 

varia^ Ih vtfxcdiange for the Prussian graded po|ition of * heir country, now 
provjnoe^ qf .^spach and Baireuth in gave open vent to their in^gnatiou; 
Franconia- Th© establishment o# a nor did they appeal in vain to the 
soldier of fqirtUne, the brother-in-law patriotic spirit of the people. Thein- 
of Napoleoxi) in the very heart of the habitants of that monarchy, 
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C^ it^?era^*«ry of indignation bunst 
IMhtom all ranba. It was not mere 
Warlike entbtiaiafim^ but tbe profound* 
mvk feeling of national Bbame and hu* 
n^atlon which animated the peo{>le. 
1l?he young oilhoein loudly demanded to 
be led to the combat ; the elder apoke 
of tiie glories of Frederick and Boabach : 
iW ineaiBtible current swept away the 
^e^hde nation. Publioationi, burning 
with indignant eloquence issued from 
dl the free cities in the noxih of Ger* 
many where a shadow even of inde- 
pendence waSyStill preserved;* and 

* One of the most remarkable of these was 
a pamphlet published by the celebrated 
Gento, whioih at the time produced a very 
great sensatlpn. **The war hitherto con- 
ducted against France,** said he. ** was lust 
and neoetssary in its ork^ and certainly it 
bos not become less so durlnv its progress. 
If it has hitherto Mled from raise nieasu'/ea 
are we to regard* everything as lost t Is Ger- 
many destined to becnme what Hotlaud, 
Bwltzeriand, Bpain, and Italy now are Y But 
nqw is our salvation to be effected ? By as- 
sembling what is dispersed, raising what is 
fimen, 'n«UBOitatiilcr ^hat is dead. We have 
bad enough of tl^ leagues of priuces ; they 
have proved as futile as they are precarious. 
There remams to us but one resource— that 
the brave and the good should unite ; that 
I' they should form a holy league for our de- 
Uvoiunoe : that is theeonlv allianoe that can 
defy the throe of arms, and restore liberty to 
natloos, and peace to the world. You, then, 
who amidst the universal shipwreck have yet 
preserved the freedom of your souls, the 
nonesty of your hearts ; who have hearts 
capable of sacriftcing your all for the good of 
your fellow-dtleene, turn your eyes upon 
your country ; behold it mutilated, bleeding, 
weighed down, but not deetreyed: in all 
but the grave there Is ho^Hi. It is neitlierto 
finglaiuTnor Eussia that we must look for 
our deliverance, how desirable soever the 
co«opemtion of these powers may be ; it is 
/or ihmanp tUme th4xt tht /umcar of our dfh 
livera/nee is reservect. It is Germany which 
must ndsc itself from its ruins, and accom- 
plish the general epioncipatiun. We shall do 
more ; ws shall dsiioer J^ranoe UwJf, and reetore 
to Ihaipaitgr a /nte and pacific existence, con- 
Cistent with the indepeudeuco of Europe.'* 
GVNve, .Europe m 18^ ; and Hard ix, 122, 
ljl8. On the eve of fKe battle of Jona. what 
could appear more misplaced tnon this pro- 
phecy! yet how exactly ft was accomplisliodat 
a future time 1-^ remarkable instance of the 
manner in Wbichgenius, pietrdng through the 
clouds of present events, can discern the ulti- 
mate oliaugesin which they ore Co terminate. 


stliat uEivisttttl feiwbur^eoAttud which 
th the invwiiii^ 6^^ 

<WP for evil, of ireet oYUatA, 
bjr wisdom turn it 

have led to the most splendid rewim ; 
impelled by passioit and dieted ^ 
imoeoilit^^ it mducfd unheard'^)! ^ 
astera. 

66. While these genel*Qnfl fe^gs 
^were gaining strength Jn the north of 
Germany^ unbounded discontent arose 
in the souths from the exactions of the 
French army, which retired ;!^om 
Austria after the peace of Freisbhig. 
According to Kapoleon*s nsual t^cy, 
the whole of these immense bodies of 
men were fed, clothed, and lodged, at 
the expense of the territories in wldch 
they were quartered, or through which 
they passed ; and a large part of their 
pay was also kid on the unhajjpy Ger- 
mans, under pretence of retaining it, as 
a gratuity for the men, in the imperial 
exchequer, when they returned noma 
Unbounded was the exasperation which 
ihk iniquitous system excited in the 
countries in which it was enforced. 
But strong as were the feelings of 
patriotism and indignation which the 
conquests and rapacity of the French 
had awakened in* a large portion of 
the German people, they were not as 
yet universal : the hour of the resur* 
rectionV>f the Fatherland had not ar- 
rived. By appealing to the blind am- 
bition of some of their piinoes, and 
fi|.ttering the inconsiderate feelings of 
many of theii* people, Napoleon had 
coutnved to animate one portion of 
its inhabitants against the other; and 
on this division of opinion he had 
formed the project Of reducing the 
whole to servitude. The first design 
of the COKFEDEBATION OF THE KhINX 
had been formed, as already noticed, 
the year before, during the residence of 
the Bmperor at Mayeuce ; but it was 
brought to matiuity, fi:om his wit- 
nessing the enthusiasm excited xmong 
the lesser states of Gennai^ by the 
victories in which they hattjriitared, 
gained under the standards qf France 
o^r Austria, and the regal dignity to 
which these had elevated their sove- 
I'eigns. France, on this occasion, 
played off withftfatal effect the policy 
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60 imifornaJIy^fdllawed 
since tlie of rmieiAg 

one portipsi of lilie ponulill# in Jfee 
adjoining eiotee ageing the othoTi hum 
rawing iteeif, by their nmthel^rjsiona, 
to Bnpteme dominion oveir hotL Ae 
hb dif^ncee Roeein aeenmed 
a more enyenoxned charaeter» and 
the hostility of I’mssia became more 
apparent, Napoleon ffelt dail^f morse] 
strongly the neoeesit^ of uniting the ' 
states in aUianoe with him into a 
durable confederacy, which should en- 
able' him at oil times to direct their 
miHtaiy Resources to his own purposes. 
It was m small matter to have such an 
outwork beyond the great frontier 
rampmrt of the Bhine ; their contingents 
of troops would plaoe nearly a fourth 
of the military force of Germany at his 
disposal ; an^ what was to him per- 
haps of still greater importance, unde» 
the pretence of statiening the vast 
contingent of France in such a situa- 
tion as to protect its allies, he might 
lay the whole expenses of two hundi'ed 
thousand men on their rosources. 

84. Induenced by such desires on 
both sides, the negotiations for tlie' 
(.'onclusion of the treaty were not long 
of boing brought to a termination. 
The plenipotentiaries of all the powers 
who were to be admitted into the con- 
federacy assembled at Paris urthe be- 
ginning of July ; and on the 12th of 
that mott^ the act of the confedera- 
tion was signed. The members ofait 
wore — the Emperor of the French, 
the Kings of Bavaria and Wurtemberg, 
the Archbishop of liatiahon, the Elec- 
tor of Baden, Orand-duke of Berg, 
the Landgrave of Hesse-Darmstadt, the 
I’rinces of NissaU'Weilburg, Nassau- 
(Isingen, Hohen 2 ollern-Hechingen,Ho- 
hemsoUem - Sigmaringen, Salm - Salm, 
Salm - KirhuTg, Isemburg - Birchstein, 
Aremberg, Li chtenstein-Darmberg, and 
the Count de la Leyen. The Arch- 
duke Ferdinand, Grand-duke of Wurtz- 
burg, acceded' to the confederacy a 
short tinfe afterwards. By the act pi 
confederation, the states in alliance 
were declttri^ to be severed for ever | 
from Vte iiearmame, empire, rendered 
independent of any power foreign to j 
the confederacy, and placed under the ; 



, ,, , ^ >r of the 

a^^amai: any of ' them trae to he com 
sidciUd as a olT war agsinst 

the , whde. m the 

oeived aocessn^ of territory or d%- 
niiy : the free towns of iWkfort and 
Nuremb^ were handed over, the first 
to^he Prince Prima^df Batisl^ the 
second to th^King Uf Bavaxia : all the 
members of the confederacy Were in- 
vested with the fuU sovere^n*^ of 
their respective states, and received a 
gifr of the foreign tej^tocias endoaed 
within tbdr domintoha^ Lastiy, a 
separate artide provided the milnnty 
contingent wlrioh each of the oonlb^ 
rates was to furnish their eomxnon 
protection; which wer% lor Friinee» 
two hundred thomond, and for the 
German states, fifty -ei^ thouasind 
men. But subsequent expniitnca apon 
proved that Napoleon exacted and re* 
oeived militsiy aid to double ^bfnk 
ntftnber from thom.^ 

66. This confederacy* wa« by far the 
most important blow which Napoleon 
had yet levelled at the independmtee 
of the European statea It waa ho 
longer an inconsidera^ power, sudi 
as Bwitzerland, Venice, or Holland 
which received a master from the con- 
queror : the venerable fabric of the ^ 
Germanic empire had been pierced to 
the beait, and some of her mirest pro- 
vinces had been reft from the empire 
^ the Caesars. The impresrion pro- 
duced in Europe by this aggression was 
proportionally great Sixteen millions 
of men were by a sLngle stroke trans- 
ferred frqm the empire to a foreign 
alliance ; and piofound pity was frit 
for the Emperor, the first sovereign 
of Christendom, who was thus despoil- 
ed of a large portion of the domiulans 

* The ooBUxtgentv^ were settled as fol- 
lows : — ’* 

France, 200,000 

Bavaria, .... 80, ore 

WUrteinborg, , . . 12,000 

Baden, . .2 . . 8,000 

Berg, . . . . 5,000 

Darmstadt, .... 4,000 

Nassau, HohenzoUero, and 
othen^ .... 4,000 

mm 

•^Ann. Rtff. 1800, 166. 
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Mrhlch, for a thooB^^d yosrsj liad 

boen , oi^ioiyed Im predaoesaorfl. 
Oharlabiagiio bad baeik crovmod "am* 
pi^ror bi 800 ; ,,HapoleQw disaolved tbe 
osapire ia 1806. lauaanae \va8 the 
eeaeatioa tvhich this violent aggrea* 
alon produced in Europe. Nor was 
Ibis feeling of oommiseiTition losse;»ed 
by what immediately followed. On 
^ 1st Augusii notification was sent 
to Um Diet of Eatishon of the forma- 
of the confederacy, both on the 
piiit of the Emperor of ]^ance and the 
^alesced princes. The former deem- 
ed it unnecessaiy to assign any z^easons 
Ibr his conduct ; but the latter plead- 
ed, as their excuse for violating their 
engagements tcrthe empire, the incon- 
sistency between their present situa- 
tion and their ancient bonds, and the 
necessity, amidst the weakness of their 
former chie’S,^ of looking out for a new 
protector, who might possess power 
adequate to secure them from insult. 
Tinder such dl™sy devices did these 
selfish princes conceid a dereliction of 
loyalty and desertion of their country, 
osculated to produce unbounded cala- 
mities to Gerngany, and which they 
themselves wei^ destined afteiwords to 
expiate with tears of blood. But how 
keenly soever the Emperor Francis 
might feel the open blOw thus levelled 
at his dignity, and^be formation of a 
separate and hostile state in the heart 
of his dominions, he was not in a situa- 
tion to give vent to his resentment. 
Soult still held the battlements of 
Braunau; on one pretext or another 
the evacuation of the German states, 
which by the treaty of I^revsburg wr^ 
to be effected at latest in three months, 
had been delayed ; the French battal- 
ions were in great strength on the 
Inn ; the prisoners made during the 
campaign had not been restored ; 
while the dispirited Austrian troops 
had not yet recovered the rude shocks 
ofUlmand Austerlita. Wisely yield- 
ing, therefor<j, to & storm which they 
could not prevcnvthe Imperial cabi- 
net dissembled their feelings ; and, 
justly considering this stroke as en- 
tirely subversive of the empire, the 
Emperor Francis, by a solemn deed, 
renounced the throne of the Cseaars, 


%nd declai*ed himself ihi first of a new 
series of Emperors of Austria. ^ 

66. Though appearance levelled 
at t!^ Emperor Francis as chief of the 
empire, this violent dislocation of ibe 
Germaniq body was in reality Siil| 
more formidable to Frussia, from the 
close proximity of its frontier to the 
coalesced states. The sensation, ae- 
f'oordlngly, which it produced at l^rliti 
was unbounded. AB classes, fh>m the 
cabinet of the King to the privates ia 
the army, perceived the gulf which 
was yawning beneath their feet ; they 
saw clearly that they were disregarded 
and despised, and reserved only for the 
melancholy privilege of being last de- 
voured. The increasing ag^ssions of 
Napoleon or his vassals speedily made 
them aw,Hre that this was their destiny. 
The senseless declamations of Murat, 
«hi particular, contributed not a little 
to ojwn the eyes of all persons in the 

* Napoleon set forth, in his ooranaunlca- 
tion to the Diet of llatisbon, anummeing tho 
Confederation of the Rhine '“TheQerman 
constitution is no longer but a shadow ; the 
Diet has ceasod to have any will of its own. 
Ills majesty the Emiieror and king can, 
-therefore, no longer recognise its existence. 
He has accepted, in consequence, thelttle of 
Protector oi the Confodemion of the Rhine 
In las panfic views, he declares that ho will 
never carry his views beymid that river. He 
'has hitherto been faithful to all his pro- 
mises.”^' The confederate princes declared, 
— “ The results of the throe last ware having 
proved that the vJermanic body was really 
dissolved, t)i€ princes of the West and South 
h^vo deemed it cxiiedieut to renouiioe all 
coimection with a power which has ceased to 
exist, and to range thernselvea under the 
banners of the Emperor of the French, who 
IS bound alike by tho interests of his glory 
and those of hie empire to secure to them the 
enjoyment of external and internal tranquil- 
lity." ’With more truth and dignity the Em- 
peror Frajids said, in his act ronounciug 
the throne of the empire : — '* Being eon- 
vincod of the impossibility of diticharglng any 
longer the duties which tho Imperial tlirono 
impose -d upon us, we owe it to our principles 
to abdicate a crown which could have no 
vfdue in our oyea when wo woreunable to dis- 
charge its duties and deserve the confidence 
of the Princes Elccters of the empire. There- 
fore it is Uiat, considering tho Wnda which 
unite ps to tho empire as dissolved by the 
Cbnfodoration of the Rhine, wemaounoe the 
Imperial crown, and by those presents ab- 
8ob(re the electors, priiires, and states, mem- 
bers of the supremo trlbunid, and oteior 
magistrates, from the duties whioh unite 
them to us as their legal lx. 
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north c^f to the aaAgOTO 

awHited them/ Btio oom|>anioiMj aaid 
at table, ** Yours is a pretty principal- 
ity, indeed, for the brother-in-law of 
00 great 1 on emperor. Boubtlpwi you 
vdll soon be King of Wee^haUa, and 
gcst a noble kingdom carved oht of that 
despicable Prussia, which has betrayed 
all the world.^* Bemadotte, who was 
established at Anspach, indulged in^ 
EtUl more extravagant chimeras ; and 
Augereau’s ofEcers at Wiirtzburg drank 
toasts openly, to success in the ap- 
proaching wM' with Prussia. Nor were 
these vaTn and senseless words only. 
Murat advattoed claims seT'iously to the 
]>rincipaUty of Embden, and tlie three 
abbacies which formed part of the in- 
demnity awarded to Prussia for its ces- 
sions in Franoouia, as well as to the 
free Cities of Hamburg and Bremen. 
The twenty-fourth -article of the Con-^ 
federation of the Rhiul conferred on 
that military chief the sovereignty of 
all the German principalities of the 
House of Grange, and rendered its 
head, brother-in-law to the King of 
Prussia, tributary to the vassal of Na- 
poleon j while the injurious treatment 
t<i which the Prince of Latour and 
Taxis, brotb<jr-m-law of the Queen of 
Prussia, was exposed, was a fresh out- 
age to that monarch in the n^^st sen- 
eitive paii. To avoid, however, if pos- 
sible, an immediate rupture with the 
court of Berlin, Prussia was given to 
understand by the French Emperch-, 
that if she was desirous to form a 
league of the states who were attached 
more or lees to her in the north of 
Germany, France would not oppose 
its formation.^ But that power was 
informed shortly after, that the Hanse 
Towns, which Napoleon reserved for 
his own immediate protection, could 
not be permitted to join that northern 
confederacy ; that Saxony could not 
be allowed to form a part of it against 

* ‘ ‘ I/BmpweiiT NapokSon vem sans peine, 
rt mfime aveo ploisir, que la Pnisse^rango 
Hotifi Boh inftuence. an moyen d’nue oon^w^- 
ration soniblable a celk du Ith'm, tons les 
^Uts du nerd d’AHetnagiio. On protnettJMt 
do n'apporwfr aucun obstaole a mie conliSd6- 
ratiun d e cC guerre. JlfixpolMn 4 Vamiftmadtuf 
J?ra» 9 e!cfia it JtaUnt Septeicbre 20* ISOS.’'— 
TUiEjiS, vi. 607. 


its wM irwbile the Elector of Hesse, 
was Intited to jcl^ the Confederacy 6f 
the Rhine, and <m hR refu^ng to com- 
ply, was Biamok at bsk a resolution 
wrndi out off kls aocesa to part of his 
own dominiona. 

67 . But all these grier^oes, serious 
as dhey were, sank into insigniffcance 
compared to |hai which arose, when 
it was discovered by H. LucChesini, 
the Prussian ambass^or atPari%that 
France had entered Into negotiationB 
with England on the footing of the 
restitution of Hanover to its lawfid 
sovereign ; that while Continually urg- 
ing the cabinet of Berlin to look for 
indemnities for such a loss on the side 
of Pomerania, Napdem had engaged 
to Russia, in the treaty signed with 
d'Oubrll, its ambassador at Paris, to 
prevent them from depriving th© King 
of Sweden of any part of^his ^rman 
dominions ; and that while still pro- 
fessing sentiments of amity and friend- 
ship to Frederick- William, he had offer- 
ed to throw no obstacles in the way of 
the re-establishment of the kingdom of 
Poland, including the whole of Polish 
Prussia, in favoui' of ^he Grand-duke 
Constantine. Irritatedbbeyond endur- 
ance by such a succession of insults, 
and anxious to regain the pdace which 
he was conscious he had lost in theW 
estimation of Eurojlb, the King of Pnis- 
sia put his armies on the war-footing, 
despatched M. Knwiemark to St Peteinsh 
bui^, and M. Jacobi to London, to en- 
deavour to effect a reconciliation with 
these powers; opened the navigation 
of the Elbe ; concluded his differences 
with Swedlin ; assembled Ids generals, 
and caused his troops to defile in the 
direction of Lejpsic. The torrent of 
public indignation at Berlin became 
irresistible : the war party overwhelm 
ed all opposition ; in the general tu- 
mult the still small vCice of reason, 
which counselled caution and prepara- 
tion in the outset of so great an enter- 
prise, was overborne. Prince Louis 
and his confederates openly boast^ 
that Prussia, strong in the recollection 
of the Great Frederick, and , the disci- 
pline he had bequeath^ to his follow-- 
ers, was able, single-handM, to strike 
down the conqueror of Europe i the 
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young offi66r« tapMfed at z^li,t' toj 
riiar|iei| thehr aatajs on the wlndow- 
sillB ^ thn Freneli ^baBsador ; w&r- 
}lke «jind patMoiio eonge t^otmded, 
axnidfit thunders of a|>pliuaei at the 
theatres; and the Queen roused the 
general ezithusissm to the higheet 
mtoh^ by displapng her beautiful 
i^re on horseback in ^the streets of 
Berlin, at the head of her regiment of 
hus^ns, in the uniform of the corps. 

While Prussia, suddenly and 
violently a.wafcening fixim the tinnco of 
tm years, was thus taking up arms 
ahd rushing headlong into a contest, 
single-handed, with Sie conqueror of 
southern Europe, negotiations of an 
important chaiilcter, terminating in a 
resolution equally warlike, ,h»d taken 
place with Russia and England. The 
retreat of t^a Emperor Alexander and 
his army fro\n the disastrous held of 
Austerlitz, had apparently extinguish- 
ed all causes of discord between «the 
vast empires of Russia and France. 
Their territories nowhere wei’e in con- 
tact The vast baft'der of Germany, 
with its two thousand walled cities, 
and forty millirns of warlike inhabi- 
tants, severed <^hem from each other. 
They had parted with mutual expres- 
sions of esteem, and the interchange of 
< courteous deeds between the victor and 
the vanquished. The conclusion of 
the peace of Pressburg, by releasing 
the Czar from all obligations towards 
his unfortunate ally, seemed to have 
still further removi^ the possibility of 
a rupture ; while the withdrawing of 
Austria from the Continental alliance 
left no rational ground fol? renewing 
the contest on account of any danger, 
how imminent soevei*, to the balance 
of pow^ from the aggressions of Ka- 
poleom ** Napoleon,” said Prince 
Cnartorinski to Alexander, ** is at pre- 
sent victorious, but he may not be 
sdways so. Austria is beat down, 
but she detests her conqueror. Prus- 
sia is divided between the war and 
peace pursuit, but she will end by 
ranging herself on the side of German 
independeuoe. Await your time : pro- 
tract affairs till one or other of these 
powers is ready to act. Meanwhile 
remain united to England, and ready 


rei^me yousr arms oh tiie drst favour- 
lable opportuni^. Ypu 'Will in the end 
uompei Napoletf^n ip you what is 
your due.^*— ** When we contend,” re- 
plied Alexander, “with that man, we 
are children contending wfth a giaai 
Without Prussia can do nothing. 
She is the only power that has not 
been conquered by France.” There 
^appeSiwd, therefore, no chance of an 
immediate oollision between the powett. 
But notwilhstandihg these fatoumble 
dreumstances, the secret ambitids of 
these potentates again brought them 
into collision j and the quarter where 
the difference arose, indicated that it 
was the glittering prize of Constanti- 
nople which brought them to the fields 
of Eylau and Friedland. 

69. Cattaro, a small barren province 
situated to the south of Ragiisa, on the 
"eastern coast of the Adriatic, derives 
its value from the excellence of its her- 
hour, wliich is the largest and safest in 
that sea, and the skill of its seamen, 
which has always secured them an hon- 
ourable place in its naval transactions. 
By the treaty of Pressburg, it had been 
provided that this province should be 
ceded by the Imperialists to the French 
within two months after its final ratifi- 
cation. When this period had expired, 
the Friuch commisricnerB authorised 
to take possession had not arrived ; and 
the Russian agent there, taking advan- 
tage of that circumstance, succeeded in 
p'ersuading the inhabitants, who were 
almost all of Greek extraction, that 
their intended ti’anafereuoe to Fnmce 
had fallen to the ground, and that they 
were at liberty to tender thtiir allegi- 
ance to whom they chose. In pursu- 
ance of these instigations, the people, 
who are styled Montenegi-ins, and w- 
dently desired the eatabliBhment of a 
power professing the Greek faith within 
their bounds, rose in a tumultuous 
manner, shut up the Austrian com- 
mander, who had only a slender gar- 
rison at his disiwsal, within the for- 
tresa,*^ and commenced a strict invest- 
ment, in which they were soon sup- 
ported by a Russian man-of-war, which 
arrived from Corfu. After a idiort 
blockade, he surrendered the place to 
the insurgents, who immediately trans- 
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ferred it to hy yfkom. il 

was oo<;upie(l in lor^ But 
oumstanoss, att<^Ei«lwg^tlid traiMaetioa 
were io enspiolou^ ioat the Aoehian 
subaltam oSeen the lottress pro- 
tested og^Jist its e<mditibii% and the 
governor was sfteurwards brought to a 
court-medial at V’ieunafbr his conduct 
on this occasion, and sentenced to con- 
finement in a TransylTaniaa fortress fot 
life. 

70. Kothing that has since trans- 
pired authonsea the belief that Austria 
woe privy to this transaction; nor does 
any motive appear which coidd induce 
her, for so trifling an object, th ran the 
risk of ofleuding the Tilmperor Napo- 
leon, whose terrible legions were still 
upon the lun. But no sooner did He 
receive intelligence of it, than Napo- 
leon ordered Marshal Berthier to delay 
the evacuation of the forteess of Bra\5 
nau, on the Austrian frontier, and the 
march of all the French troops towards 
the Khine was countermanded. In this 
way the important object was gained 
at keeping a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men still at free quarters on thq 
German statea He made no effort to 
dispossess the llussians and Montene- 
grins from Cattaro; but, on the pre- 
text that because the Austrians had 
failed in porfoiming their ol^igations 
to him, he was at liberty to look for 
m indemnity wherever he could find 
it, seized upon the neighbouring city 
of llagusai, a neutral power with whiteh 
he had no cause whatever of hostility. 
There Lauriaton, who commanded the 
French garrison; was shortly after be- 
sieged by the Kussiana both by land 
and sea ; but before anything of moment 
could be transacted in that quarter, the 
Austrians, exhausted by the prolonged 
stay of such an immense body of men 
on their territoiy, made such energetic 
remojistrances to the cabinet of St Pe- 
tersbuig on the subject, that they 
agreed to the evacuation of Cattaro; 
and M. d’Uubri^ who was despatched 
from the Bussiau cabinet to Patie, ost 
tensibly to negotiate the exchange of 
prisoners, hut really to conclude a 
teeaty between the two powers, brought 
authority for itssmteuder to the French. 
In consequence, however, of that am- 
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bassador having exceeded his instruo* 
treaty which he concluded 
was not mtified by the Bmperor Alax^ 
ander ; and«e hos&^ior that reason 
still oonMmked, Lauriaton wee reduced 
to the last extremity in Eagusa, and 
saved from destruction only % the op- 
pq^ne arrival &£ MoEtor, who ad- 
vanced at the lihad of rrinforcemmts 
from Balmatla. The temtory of Ea- 
gusa was now fioEy occupied W |he 
French, and continued in their ha^ 
till the end of September, when it WSs 
invaded by a powerful body erf Euasians 
and Mcmtenegrina., Eut these troops, 
having been drawti out of their in- 
trencli^ents hj a skUM stratagem on 
the part of Marmoni attacked 
and defeated with great hiss, and even 
experienced some difflosliy in regain- 
ing the fortresaes of tMri Nuovo and 
Cattaro, from whence ths}^ had issued. 

71. M. d'Oubril came to Paris by 
Vienna; but, notwithstanding hisecn- 
ferences with the English and Austrian 
ministers at that capital, he appears, 
when he arrived at Paris, to Imve acted 
in a way not agreeable to the cabinet of 
St Petersburg or his mstruotiona Tal- 
leyrand and the Freudemlnistemmade 
such skilful use of the dependence of 
the negotiations with England^ which 
Lord Yarmouth was at that tnomen% 
conducting at Paris, and of the threat 
totally to destroy Austria, if hostilitieB 
were resumed, that they induced in the 
Russian ambassador a oeEef that a se- 
parate peace with these powers waa on 
the eve of signature, and that nothing 
but an instant compliance with the 
demands eof the Emperor could save 
Europe from dismemberment, and the 
Czar from all the consequences of a 
single-handed contest with Napoleom 
Under the influence of these fears and 
misrepresentations, he suddenly signed 
a treaty as disgraceful to Russia as it 
was contraiy to the good faith which 
she owed to Great Britain. Not con- 
tent .with surreudqcing the mouths of 
the Cattaro, the subject of so much 
discord to France, without any othia? 
equivalent than an illusoiy promise 
that the French troops should evaooate 
Germany in three months, he ati|m- 
lated also, in the secret articles, 
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if, in the conm of e^ents^ Fe^n^d 
1 Y. elxotdd 0006^ to poMeo) Si(^> ^ ' 
Rtnpmr of Rub^ sihould tibite 
tlho ItopQiror o{ fWioe in aRmeasnri^ 
ottlouiated ^ induce the tourt of Ma- 
drid to cede to the Pribee^Rojal of 
Naples the Balearic Isles, to he enjo^^ed 
1^ him and his successors with thet^e 
of king— -the harbours of those irianda 
be^g shut against the Bjltish flag dur- 
ing the continuance of the present war; 
i^t the entx 7 to these isles should be 
Omted against Ferdinand himself and his 
queen ; and that the contracting parties 
rimuld concur in eflbcting a peace be- 
tween Prussia and Sweden, without the 
latter power being deprived of Pome- 
rania*^ RaguBaaJso was to be evacuated, 
and the integrity of the Ottoman do- 
mihions guaranteed by both the con- 
tracting parties — a provision which 
forms a striking contrast to the agree- 
ment for the partition of that power 
concurred in within a year afterwards 
at Tilsit Thus did Napoleon and d’Ou- 
bril concur in despoiling the King of 
Naples of the dominions which were 
still under his ^command, without any 
other indemnity ^an a nominal throne 
of trifling islaadi to his son ; gift away 
Sicily, gaiTisoned by English troops, 
without consulting either the court of 
('^aiermo or the cabinet of London ; dis- 
pose of the Balearic' Islands, without 
the knowledge or consent of the King 
of Spain ; and stipulate the retention 
of Pomerania by Sweden, at the very 
moment that France held out the ac- 
quisition of that duchy as an equiva- 
lent which should reconcile Prussia to 
the loss of Hanover. • 

72. M. d’Oubril seemed to be aware, 
at the time he signed this exteaordi- 
qaty treaty, that he had exceeded or 
deviated from his instructions ; for no 
sooner '^as it concluded, than he set ofl' 
in person to render an account of it at 
St Petersburg, observing, at the same 
time— I go to lay the treaty and my 
head at the feet of mj imperial master.'' 
In effect, before ho reached tl\fi Russian 
mpital, intelligencte of the formation of 
me Confedemtion of the Rhine had ar- 


rived, which unexpected event gi-eatly 
stren^hened the influence of the party 
hostile to France. A change of min- 


; &try had ohsued : Fringe Adam Caai^ 

: tormski^ >and th^ chicib Inclined fbr 
^ separate accqmtnodatdon, dis- 
place, and succeeded by tha Barpn 
Budberg, and the nobles who support^ 

I the En^sh in opposition to the Ffen^ 
alUanoe. The trea% was, in oonse- 
I qitenoe of these ev&ts, formally dis* 

! avowed by the Imperial government, as 
entirely in opposition to the instrUc- 
itions which d’Oubril had received/' 

to resume the negotiations on a^l^s 
which had been communicated to the 
cabinet Of the Tuileriea. By this dis- 
avowal, indeed, the Russian govern- 
ment was saved the dishonour which 
must for ever have attached to it had 
so disgraceful a treaty been uncondi- 
tionally ratified ; but upon comparing 
the powers conferred on the ambasaa- 
hor by one ministry with the refusal 
to ratify the trehty by its aucceasor, it 
was difficult to avoid the inference, 
that the difference in reality ai’ose from 
a change of policy in the Imperial ca- 
binet, between the time of issuing the 
instructions and signing the treaty, not 
any deviation from those instructions 
on the part of its ambassador. And 
all reflecting men began to conceive the 
most serious apprenenhions as to the 
cousequ^pces which might ensue to the 
liberties of Euro^jc from the alliance of 
two colossal powers, which thus took 
upon themselves, without any autho- 
rity, to dispose of inferior thrones, 
and partition the territories of weaker 
states.* 

The powers conferred on M. d'Oubrll 
bore ; — *‘Wo authorise by these presents, >L 
d'Oubril to enter int(» negotiations witha view 
to the ostablishmont of peace, with whoever 
shall bo sufficiently authorised on the part 
of the I’rencli government, and to conclude 
and slyn with them an act or convention on 
bases proper to consolidate peace between 
Russia luid France, and to prepare >t be- 
tween the other belligerent powers; and we 
proiulse on our iiu{>crial word to hold good 
and execute faithfully whatever ahail btt 
agreed to and signed by our said plenipoten- 
tiary, avd to adhibit to it our Imperial rati- 
fication in the terms tliat shall be specified.” 
On the other hand, the act of disavowal boio 
— ‘“I’he pretended act of pacificatiou con- 
cluded by M. d'OiibvU has been submitted 
to a ccmncil specially summoned to thnteffert, 
and comparri with the instructions whic^ 
he had received here, and the instructiims 
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The mpid seoceBMonf ef 
i^portaiit loft no thno forihW 

advanoe.of the fteah negotietioins th^ 
pointed at by the ceblnet of St Petm* 
bmrg, All eyes in Europe war© turned 
to the conference© between, France (md 
England, which had been long in de- 
pendence at Pam ; and the turn which 
they were now taking left little hope 
that hostilities, in ©very quarter, could 
be brought to a termination. This ce- 
lebrated negotiation took its rise from 
a fortuitous circumstance equally cre- 
ditable to the government of both 
powers. An abandoned exile, in a pri- 
vate audience with Mr Fox, in Feb- 
ruary, had proposed io that minister 
to assassinate Napoleon. Either pene- 
trating the design of this wretch, ulko 
had once been an agent of t^e police in 
Paris, or inspired by a generous desire 
t© prevent the perpetration of so atr#- 
cious an offence, the English minister, 
after having at £rst dismissed him from 
his presence, had the assasain appre- 
hended, and sent information to M. Tal- 
leyrand of the proposal. This upright 
proceeding led to acourteous reply from 
that minifiter, in which, after expres- ' 
sing his satisfaction at the new turn i 
which the war had taken, which he 
]*egarded as a presage of what he might 
expect from a cabinet of which he 
fondly measured the sentiments ac- 
cording to those of Mr Fox, “one of 
the men who seem expressly made to 
feel the really grand and beautiful in 
all things,*’ he repeated that passage, 
in the exposition of the state of the 
empire by tho Minister of the Interior, 
wherein Napoleon declared that he 
would always be ready to renew con- 
ferences with England on the basis of 
the treaty of Amiens. Mr Fox replied 
that he was inspired with the same sen- 
timents ; and thus commenced a nego- 

transmitted to at Vienna before his de- 
parture from that town; and they found 
that M. d’Oiibril, in signing that treaty, has 
not only deviated from the iustructious he 
had rec?©ived, but acted In a manner^lTectly 
contrarv to the senee and spirit of the orders 
themselrcs.^' The penalty inflicted on the 
ambassador, however— that of mere buflish- 
ment to his estatoe—dhl not look as if there 
had been any Very serious deviationfromln- 
stmctiona-^MAhTxifs* Sup, iv. 308, 312: and 
Eakd. IX. 


under the most favoumbl© of 
©E Wt^cee^-rmutu^ esteem on tho part 
t^ihe |)!pwei» engaged in it, 

. tiw The bttMi i^pgaed by Mr Fox^ 
wasy thetMi© *Hwo parte should as- 
sume as ft principle, that the peace 
was to be honourable to 
epd their respeedv© allieis.”—- “ Our in- 
terests,*’ eadd Talleyrand, ** are easily 
reconciled, if am thu alone, that they 
are distun^ Tou are the masters cf 
the sea. Your maritime forces equal 
those of all the kingdoms of te earth 
put together. We are a great Conti- 
nental power ; but other nations have 
as great armies on foot as ours^yee. 
If, in addition to being omnipoteift on 
the ocean from your strength, you 
desire to acquire a pre^nderance on 
the Continent, by means of aUiEmces. 
peace is not possiblei** Talleyraml 
strongly urged the Engl«Ai minister to 
lay all the ^iee on either side out of 
view, and conclude a separate aOOOm' 
niodation; but in this design he was 
unsuccessfuL Mr Fox insisted, witii 
honounible firmness, that Bussiaahould 
be mod© a party to th# treaty. “3>o 
you wish ua to ti*ea1|” said he, " con- 
jointly with Russia ? answer, Yes. 
Bo you wish us to enter into a sepa- 
rate treaty, independent of tet power? 
No.” Finding the English minist«i 
immovable on this point, Talley- 
rand had recourse to equivocation ; 
and it was agreed that the accession of 
the Continental powers to the treaty 
should be obtained. 

75. The next step in the negotiation 
was to fix the basis on which the in- 
terosts «ud honour of England and 
France themselves were to be adjusted. 
To ascertain this important point in a 
manner more satisfactory than couM 
be done by tho slow interchange of 
written communications, M. Talley- 
rand sent for Lord Yarmouth, one of 
the English traveHers whom Napoleon 
had detained a prisoner ever since 
rupture of the peAce of Amiens, and 
proposed, to him ihe basis on which 
Fi’ance was willing to enter into an 
accommodation, These Were the res- 
titniion of Hanover, which, after great 
difficulty, Napoleon was brought to 
agree to— although he had only a flaw 
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of the iurmeiple of aii pciMeiUt ax^ the retention of Mdta for the honom* 
eMed them m such in hifl%»ominunioa- of the nayy^ and of the Cape of Oood 
tion made the same day to Mr Fox on Hope for the interestfi of oommeroe, 
tliesnbjeot. ehould be suf&oient indaoemente to 

At the time when the proposals the cabinet of St James's to enter into 
were made by the Fi'ench govemment, the negotiation ; that if a confidential 
no accommodation, had been effected <^mmunioation had been mode three 
with Bnsflia; and it was au object of mouths before, the questions both of 
the highest importance to induce Groat Holland and Naples might have been 
Britain# on any tqrms, to accede to the amnged in the manner most satisfac- 
basis of a negotiation. But when the td% to Great Britain ; but that now, 
next communication from Talleyrand when theif dominions had been settled 
was made, circumstances had entirely on the Emperor’s brothere, any aban» 
changed. H’Wubril had expressed his A>ument of any portion of them would 
willingness to sign a separate peace in be ** consider^ <jy the Emperor as a 
behalf of Russia, and Napoleon was retrograde measure, equivalent to an 
resolved to take^vantage of this ciV abdioatiou.” Loid Yimnouth continued 
ouinstonce to exact more favourable to insist, in terms of Mr Fox's inatruo- 
conditions than he had at first agreed tions, for the basis of uii mmdetis as 
to from the British government. When the one originally proposed by France, 
pressed, therefore^ by Lord Yarmouth and to which Great Britain was resolv- 
to adhere to thciprinGiple of uti jJifSai- ed to adhere ; that it was aloue on the 
detis, and in particular to agree to the‘ faith of this basis, more especially as 
King of Naples retaining Sicily, he re- applied to Sicily, that the conferences 
that though the sentiments of were cot^jinued; tliat any tergiversa- 
the Emperor m favour of peace had tion or cavil, therefore, on that capital 
undemone no alteration, yet that article would be considered as a breach 
sojttc ^nnijes had taken place, the possi- of the principle of the negotiation in 
bility of which he had hinted at when its& most essential part ; tbat full 
I last saw him," alluding to the readi- iwwevs w^ere now communicated to 
ness of Russia to treat separately ; and him to conduct it ; but that the posses- 

sion of Sicily was a sim gud non, with* 
out which it was useless to continue 
the conferences. Talleyrand upon this 
offered the Hume To^m as an equlva* 
lent to the King of Naples for the loss 
of that island : and vrhen this was re- 
fused, to give Dalmatia, Albania^ and 
Hagusa as an iudetnnity to his Sicilian 
mf^esty : looking out thus, according 
io the usual system of Napoleon^ in 
eveiy direction for indemnities at the 
expen£ft» of minor neutral states, rather 
thw surrender one foot of own 
acqfiisitioua 

77. This dear departure on the side 
of France from the basis of the nego- 
tiation originallyiaid down by its own 


• I iaquired,” said IiordTarraouth, *' whe- 
ther the poaseasion of Sicily wohld bo de- 
manded, it having been so said . Tou ai 3 in pos* 
session of it,' ho replied—' wf do not as« ttfrom 
if you were noc in poaseaaioti, it would 
nMti aagmont the difficulties.' Cotiaideriiig 
this to bo very positive, both from the worda 
and the manner of ddivetiug thorn, T conceiv- 
ed it would be improper to make fuitherqucs- 
tions. We ask nothing of you {nous ne vous 
demandons rien), aniounting to an admission 
of ufi pouMU, as applicable to his Mdesty’s 
conquests. Talleyrand ^eluded with these 
words:—* The sentimel/ts of Franoe ore com- 
pletely changed : thf bitterness Which cha- 
raotei^d tlm comth^ieement of this war no 
longer exiits. And what we desire most, is 
to live on good terms with a power so vast 
aa that of Great Britain.'"— L ord Yaa- 
xocTU's C^mmunieationt No. Ill ; Fari. Ihb. 
vUl UO. 


months before ceded ib to Fruegio— 
and the retentiogd of Sitdly Kni^d 
or tiltlieej* the recogimoiiL of the 
^petbr of ^poe Jby Englwd^^i^ 

Ottoma^a dotninfone by Fra^.^The 9 e 
terme Lord Yarmouth justly consider- 
ed 00 eatUTolent to the ostabllidurMmt 


l|&rth| 9 r mentioned that we .S^kuperDr 
had. reOfldved reporta from Mb brother, 
and the general tinder hie com- 

mand, stating that Metph$ enuM M ^ 
hM idtJioia Siedp, and the probaMlity 
they saw of gaintxig peaaeiision Of that 
island ; that the restltiition of Hanover 
for the honour of tlw British crown, 
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minkt^ luJl '^p&a avowal of tlto piil^ cation. But the demands of Finance 
oiple that and weaker pom^tk W not rise in the manner that mi^t 

were to ho dei|M^led ip order to rhoc^- hath been abated alter so great an 
cile the preteneiohs of the mater bel« advantage : 4ie e^iE wilU^ to al- 
ligereuta; augured but ill tot its ulti- low Great Britain to retain HaTtSi Ihe 
mate suceess; and the notes which Cape» and her aOqnieitionfi in India, 
were intet*cbimged gradually assumed and to restore Hanover t fuU powers 
a more angry ohara^r ; but the con* ^ere giiren to Lmrd Yarmouth, which 
fereuces were still continued for a con- were ezqhai^d with thoae of Qeneral 
siderable time. Mr Fox, with the £rpa- Clark. Sp^idc retention ^ ^dly by 
ness which became a British minister, the King of Naplee wm no longer in** 
invariably insisted that Sicily should be skted for, it being agreed by Great 
retained by the King of England, and Britain that an adequate equivalent^ if 
enjoined on Bord Yarmouth to demand provided by lawful mea^ should be 
his passports if this was not acceded accepted. Napoleon oontinued to urge 
to. The changes in Germany oonse- the acquisition of the Hanse Towns, 
quent on^ the Confederation of the either ny Prussia, as a oompeusation 
Rhine were admitted by Talleyrand, for Hanover, or by h^Siciliain majesty : 
but offered to be modified, if pekce and held out the menace that, by not 
with Great Britain was couuluded. Mr acceding to such an aarangement, the 
Fox refused to be any party to the invasion of Portugal would be render- 
project of despoiling Turkey and Ifh- ed inevitable, for whicl/ an army was 
gasa, independent aifd neutral states, already assembled at Bayonne. Nay, 
to provide an equivalent for the aban- he even hinted at ulterior viewitiin re- 
doniuent of Sicily; but threw out a gard to the Spanish peninsula,' Which 
hope that by the cession of pai't of the the resistance of Englfmd would eauae 
Venetian States, with the city of Ve to be developed, as similar ones had 
nice, from the kingdom of Italy to been in Holland and Naples. But, re- 
King of Naples, an accommodation gardless of these thijjpats, Mr Fox firm- 
might be listened to. To this, as ly insisted for the original basis of 
making the proposed equivalent come posnidetis, as the only one which could 
from his own ^lies, Napoleon w'uuld be admitted; and os matters uppekred 
by no means coiiseut. A(%ices were as f^r as ever fiom an a^ustmciB, 
received at Paris that an army of thirty Lord Laiiderdalb was sent to Paris 
thousand men had been assembled at with full powers to ti'eat from the 
Bayonne. All the officer’s in that British government, 
tal belonging to corps in Germany re- 79* Under the auspices of tins able 
ceived orders instantly to join their nobleman, the negotiationWiisprotract^ 
respective regiments, and the approach- ed two months longer without leading 
ing signature of a separate treaty be- to any satisfactory result. The English 
tween France and Russia, in which miuistet continu^ incessautiy to de- 
the cession of Sicily in exchange for maud a return to the principle of uti 
the Bidearic Isles, taken from Spain, fMygsidetis as the foundation of the ne- 
was a pnuci})al article, came to the gotiation; and the French c&binoi^. as 
knowledge of the British plenipoten- uniformly eluded or refused the de- 
iiary. maud, and insisted for the evacuation 

78. The conclusion of the separate of Sicily by the English troops, and its 
peace between Russia and France on surrender to Joseph, and the abandon- 
the dny following these commuuioa- ment of all the maiitime conquests of 
tioua, did not, of course, lessen the ex- the war, with exception of the 
pectations of the latter power? though Cape oil Good Hope, by Great Bidtain. 
it removed all difficulty arising fi’om Lord Lauderdale in consequence re- 
the condition to which Great Bfitain peatedly demanded his passpfjrts, and 
had uniformly adhered, of making the the negotiation appeared on the point 
cabineT, of St Petersburg a party, either of terminating, when intelligence Woe 
directly or in substance, to the padfi- received in London of the refusal ciKf 



286 HlBtbRY OP UTROFB- [mp, xttr. 


the Bia;peror of Eu«ak to rti^ tbe 
trevbf wigmd hy K dVubtil TKk 
190^ In 

llio pmlibstk of^Oimt l^taiOi foiither 
ihm m tixinmmemmt that ony treaty 
BOW oooolttdad i^ast %e with the cob- 
OBzvoBdf of Buseia; but it oo&fiider- 
ably lowered thode of Kapoleon, ao^ 
TfdkyraBd aUBoonced that Frauoe 
"would make great coBbewHons for 
the |miwo»e of obtaimug peace/* These 
wote afterwards explaiued to be the 
WWbomtbB of HaBover to Great Bri- 
tain; the coBhrmation of its posses- 
fikh of Malta ; the cession of the Cape, 
Tobago, and Pondicherry to its em- 
nirej and the grant of the Balearic 
Isles, with SB annuity frcm Spain, in 
lieu of Sicily, as a compeusation to the 
King of Naples. To these terms the 
English cabinet would by no means 
aooi^e; and aMhere was no longer any 
appearance of an accommodation, Lord 
Ijauderdale demanded and obtained his 
passports, nine ^ays after Napoleon 
had set out from Paris to take the 
command of the army destined to act 
against Prussia. 

60l Thus this ^ negotiation, begun 
under such favourable auspices, both 
with England and Russia, broke off 
with both powers on the subject of the 
p^ession of Sicily and of the mouths 
of the Cattaro. Apparently these were 
very inconsiderable objects to revive 
so dreadful a contest, and bring the 
armies of the south and north of Eu- 
rope to Eylau and Friedland ; but in 
reality the secret ends which the hostile 
powers had in view, in contending for 
these distant possessions, wei^ more 
considerable than might be at- first 
imagined. It was not merely lu: an 
appanage of the crown of Naples that 
Kapokeon so obstinately insisted on 
Slt^ for his brother, it was as the 
greatest Island in the Mediterranean, 
as opening the ttay to the command 
of that inland sea, and clearing the 
route to Egypt and f^e Indies, that it 
became a paramount object of desire. 
It was not an obscure harbour on the 
coast of the Adriatic which brought 
the glossal empires of Prance and 
BuSaia into .oolUrioh j it was a settle- 
ment op the skiits of Turkey, it was 


t£e establishment of a mfUtary 

withiiL right of Ihe f!h^oeni 
which was the 8(^t matter Of ambi- 
tion totbe one party, and jhalonsy to 
the other. Thus, while Sidly and Oat- 
taro were the ostensible causes of dif- 
ference, India and Constantinople were 
the objects in fhe view of the 
parties ; and the negotiation broke off 
t]|')on those eternal subjects of conten- 
tion between England, Busaia, and 
Prance*-*th6 empire of the seas, and 
the dominion of continental Europe. 

81. The inteUlgenoe of the refusal of 
Alexander to thtify d’OubriVs treaty 
with -France excited an exti'sordinary 
transport at Berlin, which was much 
heightened when shortly after it be- 
came evident that the negotiations at 
Paris for an accommodation with Great 
Britain were not likely to prove sue- 
c^sful The war party became irre- 
sistible: a sense *bf national degrada- 
tion had reached every heart ; the 
Queen was daily to be seen on horse- 
back at the head of her regiment in the 
streets of Berlin. The enthusiasm was 
universal ; but in the guards and o€B- 
cers of that distinguished corps it rose 
to a pitch approaching to freuzy. In 
proportion to the force with which the 
bow had long been bent one way, was 
the violence with which it now re- 
bounded to the other. Wiser heads, 
however, saw little ground for rational 
confidence in this uncontrolled ebulU- 
tiowof popular effervescence; and even 
tlie heroic Prince Louis let fall some 
expreBsions indicating that he hemed 
for more efficient support, in the field 
than the declaimers of the capital. 
Ltiochesini, who had so long conducted 
the Prussian diplomacy at the French 
c4ipital> Bent despatches to his govern- 
ment full of acrimonious complaints 
of the cabinet of the TtiUertes, which 
either by aeoident or design fell into 
the hands of the French police, and 
were laid before Napoleon. He in- 
stantly demanded the recall of the ob- 

*He rested with emphasis the lines of 
the pnet (lleitos, in allusion to the warlike 
bard^'of Berlin 

“ Bie fiingen laut Im hobw ohor 
Vom T<*d, fUr» VaterJaria uns vor': 

Boch koknmt eln einaiser Husor, 

Bo lauh; die gause Baraen Scbar.‘* 
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noxious toinilbt^r, who left 
in S^tfambeir, and wm anooeedod; 
Knobea»dorf,whow»iW waanwwdy 
. to prb^ract inaitenlr» tnat the oal^et of 
Berlin might complete its prepamtiona, 
and if potaaible gam time for the distant 
Buooours of Eussia to arrive on the 
Elba But as the troops on both aides 
were hastening tp the aoene of action, 
and it was evident of how much ln»* 
portance it was that the strength of 
Russia should be thrown into the scale 
before a decisive eondict took place, 
Napoleon easily penetrated their de- 
sign, and resolved himself to commence 
hosrilities. His forces were so great 
that they might well inspire couMence 
iu the issue of the contest He bad 
four hundred and fifty thousand men 
on foot, of whom a hundrec^ and fifty 
thousand wore iu the interior, and a 
hundred and seventy thousand wdth 
the Orand Anny in the centre of Ger- 
many, besides fifty thousand in Xiom- 
bardy. Thirty thousand horse, and 
ten thousand artillerymen, formed part 
of the force with which he would first 
commence operations. His troops for 
some weeks past had been rapidly <te- 
filing from Braunau, the Iiin, and the 
Necker, tfi wards the banks of the Elbe, 
and one hundred thousand men were 
approaching the Thiiringitm Forest. 
He set out, therefore, froirr Faria to 
put himself at their head on the night 
of the 26Ui September, conveyed the 
Guard by post to Mayence, and ^aa 
already far advanced on his journey 
to the tbeati'c of war, when the Prus- 
sian ultimatum was delivered at Paris 
by M. Knobeladorf. Its conditions 
were — Ist, That the French troops 
should forthwith evacuate Germany, 
commencing their retreat from the day 
when the King of Prussia might re- 
ceive the answer of the Emperor, and 
continuing it, withhut interruption. 
2(3, That the districts on the Wesel 
should bo detached from the French 
empire. 3d, That no obstacles should 
be thrown in the way of the foicnation 
of a counter-league in the north of Ger- 
many. No sti'onger proof of th^ in- 
fatuation which had seized the cabinet 
of Berlin ean be desired Hian the fact 
of their having, in the pi;'eBenee of 


K^^^eon and the Grand jLrmjr, imd 
wiimout any j^iresent ' either: frptn 

l^sfd^ Austne^ or. Bogkn^ proposed 
term* editable raiher to the d#y.adbr 
the rout of Boebiich than the eve of 
the battle of Jem 
82. The public mizMi was at this 
period violently excited in Germany 
against the French, not merely by their 
prolonged stky beyond the Ehine, and 
the enormous expenses with which it 
was eettended, but by a cruel and Blegal 
murder committed by orders of Napo- 
leon on a citizen of one of the free 
cities of the empire, who had sold a 
work hostile to his interests, a 

tradesman in Nuremberg, had ^been 
instrumental with xyany othet* hooh- 
sellers in circulating.^ the celebmted 
pamphlet by Gmta, already mentioned, 
in which the principle nf reaistanoe, to 
French aggression was eti'tmgly inoul** 
cated, and another by Amdt^ «)e^ed 
** The Spirit of the Age^'* of a fimihwr 
tendency, but in nmtl^er of whiCIi, was 
any recommendation of 
or illegal measures held fortJa'.' ^IThe 
others were foitunate enough to make 
thciir escape ; but Pdm was eeized by 
the French soldiers, ^ijragged before a 
military commission of French officers 
assembled by the Emfwoi's orderk at 
Braunau, and there sent^oed to % 
shot, which inhiunan decree was im^ 
mediately carried into execution, with- 
out bis being bc» much ua allowed to 
enter on his defence.^ This atrocious 

* The judgment of the militaty eotniois- 
sion (^ouvictuig raloi, and senteLohig him to 
death, hoix> in its preambio ; — '*Coiit»demg 
that wherever there is an aroay, the first and 
most pressing duty of .its chw is to watoh 
over Its preservation ; that the ciroalation of 
writings tending to revolt and assaiSBiuatloti 
menaces not only the safety of the aitny, hut 
that of nations ; that nothing is more ingont 
tiiau to arrest the progress oi such doctrines, 
subversive alike of the law of nations and thO 
retpict due to erwenedheads ; Injurious to the 
people oominitted to their government ; iu a 
word, subversive of all oroor and siibordina- 
tion--^ecla res unanimously, that tlieautlKiVH, 
printers, publisbent and distributors of li- 
bels bearing such a kiaracter, should he con- 
sidered as guilty of high treason, and pun- 
ifdied with death 8uoh were the doctrluea 
in which the frenzy of Uie Frenoh devolu- 
tion. which began by proclaiming war to 
palace and peaee to the c(vttage. ,ihd contesi 
which opened by an invitation to the p^lo 
of all couuUies to 'throw, off the yoke of ^ 
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lor mb/h&h there ja oot a 
shadow mf axoaie, «ltber in .i^ae nature 
of the^hEaatioh chasili^ or iu ^e 
kw of eaccEed me most |»ra- 

loimd ItidignatiW m Oerm^y. Men 
oeiati^sred ^ loud deolamatioiiflof the 
repnhlioan wtlBans m ihvour of the 
Hhertv of the inresa with this sar^e 
eicds^on of it by their milit^ chi^‘ ; 
and eonohided, that the boly freedom 
which they really had at heart was 
license their own enormities, and 
ih:e only system of government which 
was to be expected from their asoen- 
dancy, that of military violence. A 
digumed proclamation, issued about 
the some time by the senate of Pi*ank< 
fort, after recocting the enormous 
contributions which they had paid to 
the French armies in 1706, 1799, 1800, 
and 1608, concluded with declaring 
their inability to preserve the indepen- 
dence of their country, which had been 
tmnslerred to the Elector of Mayeuce, 
and recommeudiog submission to the 
arms of France. Augereau replied to this 


crowned haada terminated 1 It is Imrd to 
say whether tliebaroloced falsehood, dulamve 
sophistry, or oold-bboded cruelty of this lu- 
famouB conviction ere mostconsuicuuuB. The 
pamphlets which Palm had sold contained 
DO doetriaes whatever rocommeudiug assris- 
filpatton, or any private crime. If they hod, 
they wex% published, not in the dominions 
of France, or by any pdtson who owed allo- 
gianee to its Bmperur, but in the free city of 
Kurotttberg, In the heart of thoGennau em- 
pire; and they were addressed, not to tlie 
subjects of Napoleon, but to Gonnans, aliens 
to his authority, and enemica of his ^j^overn- 
ment. The French armies, contrary to the 
express terms of the peace of Pressbmtf, 
were romainmg in and devouring tlie ro- 
sourocs of that country, upon the hoJIow pre- 
text that JiuiHa, a separate power at war 
wifii France, had in the usual (^)urst of hos- 


tility conquered a town ceded b> A iisvria to 
the French empire. The pamphlets pub- 
lished were nothing but appeals to the Ger- 
mans to unite against thia foreign oppression, 
and certainly never had men a more justifi- 
able cause of hostlIiV» Applying N upoloou’s 
principles to himselC what punishment 
would they fix on ths head of him who pub- 
lished prodamatione calling on the Vene- 
tians, tlie Irish, and S#ise, to throw ofi' the 
yoke of, their reactive ^vemir^ieuts, and 
avowed his intention, when he landed in 
Bn glend, to call on the whole subjects of the 
British empire to throw off the mle of their 
sovereign and parliament, and to establish 
annual parliaments mu} UAiversal sufihiget 
— Biosnx, V, 836. 


dipo(d»maf<ioa by a Bteraitequisitiou b) 
^vetbe Authors of itdeliveredupto him 
in twenty-four hours : tbs of Palm 
was imiversally anticipated for the ma- . 
gistrates of the state : but after tlney 
had been arrested, Napoleon, aloi'med 
at the universal horror which that 
tmgio event had excited, deemed it futt- 
dent to drop further proceedings. 

# 68. The death of this unfortunate 
victim did not pass unrevenged, either 
upon Napoleon or the French people. 
It fell deeply and profoundly on the 
generous he^ of Mr Fox, whoiite en- 
thusiastic hopes of the extension of 
general freedom by the spread of re- 
publican piinciples were thus cruelly 
belied by the deeds perjietratod by its 
leaders in the name of the French 
people, oqd contributed, perhaps more 
than any other circumst^ce, to pro- 
^ce that firm resolution to adhere to 
the basis originally laid down by Na- 
poleon for the negotiations which ulti- 
mately led to their abandonment. The 
carnage of Spain, the catastrophe of 
Moscow, the conquest of France, the 
exile to St Helena, are thus directly 
associated with this deed of blood. The 
brave and the free thenceforward saw 
clearly, in every part of Europe, that 
no hope for public or private liberty 
remained but in a determined resis- 
tance to me aggressions of France; that 
slavery and chains followed in the real' 
of the tricolor flag. Napoleon has 
frequently said, that if Mr Fox had 
lived, peace would have been concluded, 
and dl the subsequent misfortunes of 
his reign averted; but the truth of 
histoiy must disr^l the illusion, and 
the English annalist cannot pennit the 
insidious praises of an enemy to tear 
from one of the brightest ornaments 
of his country the honour of having at 
last been awakened to a sense of the 
nature of revolutionary ambition, and 
of having possessed the magnanimity, 
in opposition to his former loug-con- 
tinuea delusion, instantly to act upon 
the cqxviotion. 

84. In his last instructions, dictated 
a few weeks before his death, to Loxd 
Taiinouth, there is to be found the 
flnnest resolution to insist on the ori- 
ginal basis of the negotiation, and never 
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to consent toianyoi^ter! 
who succeeded htm/hiwi xneraiy to fol- 
low out the path dearly chalked 
out.^ In several of the spaeohei whidi 
he had delivered, after he had obtained 
the direction of foreign affairs, is to 
be found a candid admission that his 
opinion as to the necessity and justioe 
of the war bad undergone a total alter- 
ation, t Thus the (fisoord of earher 
years was at length by this great man 
forgotten in the discharge of patriotic 

• "Jii tho instruction^” «ays Mr Fox in 
bis last important official despatch, given 
to IjOtU lAuderdaie, the reriCatod tergiversa' 
tions of Frauco during the ncysfotiation are 
detail 0-^ It la from fhc-ito alone that auv 
delay hat tir’-Hon. Tlio offerfl made through 
I/nd Yarmouth were so clefirly and uMe<iui- 
vocally expresued, tliat the intentiou of tho 
French f^>vcnsm^ut could not bo doiibted. 
But tiicy wore no sooner made tftan depart- 
ed from. In the first conferoncos after his 
Lordship’s return to I^Vanca, Sicily was d0- 
mandod ; iu the former, i^had been distinct- 
ly discLoimod This produced a delay attri- 
butable solely to Franco; our answer was 
irnmcdittto and distinct : tho uo'v demand 
Was declared to be a breach of tho principle 
of the proposed negotiation m Its most essen- 
tial parts. To obviate the cavil ok tho vv;m* 
of powers, full powers were scut to you, linit 
with an ex preaa injunction uot to use them 
till tho French governioeivt should return to 
Its former grijvmd with resiiect to Sicily. M. 
Talleyrand, upon boing iuf'oinied of tlds de- 
termination, proposocl to give the Uanso 
Towns in lu u of Sicily to the King of Naplea 
The rnouient this proposal was rdli)i\od hero 
it was ruj(i<:ted ; and tho same dee|iatch which 
conveyed that w^jection C4irried out his Ma- 
jesty's cormoands, if the demand for Sicily 
should slid bo persisted i, to deizianc^is 
passports and roburn to oaiglMiid. M, Talley- 
rand Hpoii this ttmclo fresh pn^posals, sup- 
ported »y Russia, ttfi offor-bm' the inearia of 
preventing ihe meditated cliimges in Ger- 
many ; and sUted, * that these changes .vero 
determined upon, but should not be pub- 
lished if peace took platxj.’ That despatch 
was received here on tho ISth, and on the 
17th, in direct violation of these assurances, 
tho German confedoratiou treiitioa were both 
signed and published. Buch ore tbeunfound- 
od pretences by which the French govem- 
meut seeks to attribute to delays on our part 
tlio results of ivs own injustice and repeated 
brcftcli of promise.” Bueb was Mr Fox's 
dying view of the negotiation up to the be- 
ginning of August; and it surely oontains 
no ounhrmationof Naiioleau’s assertfpu, that, 
if he liad lived, peace would have bi^n oon- 
cludud. Its last stages, down to his death 
on ITth Beptembor, were oonducted in strict 
conformitv to the instructions he had gi ven to 
Lord ljaaaQ]dale.-*-<Mr Fox’s JPes3wr.t(.'i^, Atw. 
Bdand 14f», 130^ ; Fart D«6. viiL 138, KM. 

t Xn the Debate on Mr Windham’s mili- 


duty t Mid two of age dmuie 
daa% to o<m<mr Mie somepoUey. If 
Hr Htt otrag^od for fitted yeor^ 
amidflt aud diaantuni^ ^ /carry 

on the H tvaa Mr ^ox who be- 
qaeathed the flood of jg^ry in which it 
termiustod to 3»ia anooeosora ; and who^ 
after having spent <he beat part of his 
lim in rsoommending less honourable 
and enheht^ed meoaiirea of eoneeo- 
oion to hu oonntiy, in his lostmomeoate 
nailed her eoloura to Mte j: 

tary system, on April 3, 1806. Mr Fox said, 
with admirable candour Indeed, by the 
circumstonoes of Bnrc^. I am nfemy to 
confess that / Aov* 6wa wesaed fnm ths 
opinions wAicA I fdrmMif kdA with respect 
to the force which ihigift suffice hi time of 
peace ; nor do 1 couidde^tbis as any inoon- 
sislency, because I see no rational prospect of 
any peace which would exempt us from the 
necessity uf wsichflU prep^tion and powers 
ful establishaionts. U we eannot obtain a 
safe and honourable peace, ot^htehtt Mitn- 
pussibie in the actual state of affidis to be 
sanguine, and if we aro not sueoessm m 
carrying on tho war, we must be redwd to 
tffiit state which 1 for o^ cannot fen^tem^ 
ifiate without apprebeiieion,— ‘ totb 
orbe Britaunos,' — and bo leift to Own 
r(;^)Uixos and (xibnial poesessiems. w such 
an arduous and difficult struggfie. demand'- 
iug every effort and eveiy cxortioii, or in- 
deed under any i^rsteuflwhich we may act 
upon, a large army is'^lndiqaensable.'^ — 
Fan m. Vi. 715, 718. 

X Tliis memorable final ooinoidenee' of 
opinion between Pitt and Fox, oh the neo<^ 
sity of continuing the war, la not the only 
instance of a similar a)>proximation eqjually 
honourable to both parties. Ten yearn be- 
lure, the champions of the constitutiion and 
of revolution, Mr Burke and Bir James Made- 
mtoah, tlie well-known author of the Vmdi- 
cuf Gailicit, had in like manner come to view 
the ongm of tho convulsion in tlie same 
light. ’ * The enthuuasm,” sMd Maokintosh 
la a letter to Darke, “ with whidi I once 
embraced^c instruction conveyed In your 
writings, is now ripened into solui convicticai 
by the experience and conviction of more 
mutiure age. For a time, seduced by tlm 
love of what 1 thought hoerty, X vontureci 
to oppose, without ever ceasing to venerate, 
that writer who had nounshed my under- 
standing with the most wbolesome principles 
of political wisdom. 1 speak to state Diets, 
not to flatter : you are above flattery. I am 
too proud to flatter Oven you. Bmeo that 
time a melancholy Cis^erienoe hss undeceived 
me on many suldsoii^ in which I was then 
the dupe sf my own enthusiasm. X cannot 
say 1 even now assent to all your opiaions on 
the present poUtics of Furope. But I can 
with truth affirm that 1 subscribe to your 
general prindjfies. and mn prepared tiMdied 
my blood in defence of the laws and consti- 
tution of my country.” Burke answered 
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.8lv ifctiB iUttfttrious 

iM ili^ f<|r padt been de* 

<slioii^ i‘ aii4^ of July be 

tj^ dkcob^ue hie at- 
ptudi^ent, though he was 
In hie duties at the. 
Office. Kdtwithstandmg all 
tl^^urts medical skill, his com- 
daily became more alarming. 
#ta^ms of dropsy rapidly Succeeded, 
^« 0;d yielded only for a brief space to 
the usu^ remedies On the 7th Sep- 
t^ber he sank into a profound state 
of wj^^tkness, and on the 13th of the 
Sam^^tnonth breathed his last, having 
entertained almost to the end of life 
ocailMent hopes of recovery. Thus 
departed from the scene of his great- 
ness, within a lew months after diis 
illustrious rival, Charles Fox. Few 
mim during life have led a more bril- 
liant career, find none were ever the ob- 
ject of more affectionate love and ad- 
miration from a numerous and enthu- 
siastic body of jfrieuds. Their tttta(5a- 
ment a|)proached to idolatry. All his 
and he had many, were for- 
gotten in the generous warmth of his 
f^ngs, and the enthusiastic temper | 
of his heart, ‘^^fhe simplicity,” says I 
Mackintosh, ** of his character com- 1 
municated confidence ; the ardour of 
i^is eloquence roused enthusiasm ; the 
^Ueness of his cnanners inspired 
friendship” — admired/’ says Gib- 
bon, the powers of a superior man, as 
they were blended in his attractive cha- 
racter with the eimijlicity of a child. No 
human being was ever more free from 
any taint of malignity, vanity, or false- 
hai)d.” Notlung can mor% strongly 
mark the deep impression made by 
this part of Mr Fox’s character than 
the words of Burke, pronounced six 
months after all intercourse between 

from the bed of death ; — “You have begun 
your opposition by obtaining a groat victory 
over yourself; and it <,uowe how much your 
own sagadtyr operafcmg on your own expo- 
rienoe. is capable of adding to your own 
extraordinary talents and to your early cnx- 
dltion. It was the »hw of virtue, and the 
semWance of public hantdoess, Which could 
alone mislead a mind like yours. A better 
knowledge of their substfmee alone has put 
you on the way that leads the most securely 
and csstninly to your end,” What words be- 
tween $hoh men!— MACituirosH’B Mmmrt, 
I 87 , 88 . 


4ii«m ceased To beisore, hf is ji 
man xwade to be loved 1^'^ 

83. A man of pleasure in every^ense 
of the word ; dtsfdpated and irtegudEW 
in private tife ; having ruined his 
private fortune at the gamingtable, 
and often emerging from such hdunts 
of vice to make his greatest appear- 
ances in parliament, yet he never rose 
lyithout, by the elevation of his Senti- 
ments, and the energy of his language, 
exciting the admiration, not omy of 
his partisans, but of bis opponents. 
The station which he occupied in the 
British paiiiament was not that merely 
of the leader of a powerful and able 
party. He was at the head of the 
friends of freedom in the human race. 
To his words the ardent and enthusi- 
astic evejy^where turned as to those of 
the gifted spirit intrusted with their 
banae. To his supports the oppressed 
and destitute wmiversally looked as 
their last and best refuge in periods of 
disaster. “When he pleaded,” Says 
Chateaubriand, “the cauio of humanity, 
he reigned — he triumphed. Ever on 
the side of sufiering, his eloquence ac- 
quired additional power/from his gra- 
tuitous exertions in behalf of the un- 
fortunate. He crejjt even to the coldest 
heart. A sensible alteration in the tone 
of the orator discovered the man. In 
vain the stranger tried to resist the im* 
pression made upon him ; he turned 
aside jind wept.” 

1^7. Mr Fox rsos the greatest debater 
that the English parliament ever pro- 

* The convivial talents of Fox were great, 

may wtill bo believed from hia so long 
Xhxhob the idol of the brilhapt circle of wits 
and Dcauues who iu his eoi'ly days did hom- 
age to the rising suii of the Prince of Wales. 
With men his conversation often partook of 
the licentious character of the fasinonablo 
and unscrupulous society in which ho lived; 
but in the company of elerant women no 
man wus more sorupulotifily well-bred, or 
oftm more felicitous in the delicatecspreB- 
sion of flattery. ,On one occasion* when ho 
was at a supper ut the hotise of th^ young 
and beautiful Duchess of Devonshire, a son 
of game went round, in which each gentle- 
tnan pnaented the lady next him witti fruit 
of some kind, accompanied by animiwromptu 
line or verse: “Como, Mr Fox/' said the 
Dufflicas, “ you have 'riven toe nothing as 
yet : what are you thinking of 7” He imme- 
diately took a bunch and presented 

it to the Duchess wiUi the words, “ Je plais 
jusqu’h rivTOBse.*’ 
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(iuped : he ha| been etyled nkcMst 
competent judgt, “the mb)|t B^os- 
tt^an orator who hM^ app^d einoe 
tlie daye of Demoathenea”* -Without 
the admirable arrangement and lucid 
order which enabled Mr Pitt to trace, 
through all the details of a complicated 
queetion, l^e ruling principle ^hich he 
wi^ed to impress upon his audience, 
he possessed a ^greater power of tilrn-^ 
ing to his own advantage the incidents 
of a debate or admissions of an antagen 
uist, and was unrivalled in the, power 
and eloquence of his reply. In the 
outset of his speech he often laboured 
under hesitation of expression, and was 
ungainly or awkwoid in manner ; but 
as he warmed with the^eubject, his 
oi-atoiy became more rapid, his de> 
livery impassioned, and, before it 
closed, the enraptured senate often 
hung in breathless suspense on his 
Avords. He was an acecfltnplished clas- 
sical scholar, and was master of an ex- 
traordinary power of turning to the 
best advantage the information which 
he possessed, or had gained during the 
debate. But hia habitjs were too de- 
sultory— his indolence too great — his 
love of pleasure too powerful, to per- 
mit him to acquire extensive know- 
ledge,t Respectable as a historian, the 
fragment on the annals of the |^oglish 
Revolution which he composed is 
justly admired for the purity of its 
style and the manliness of its senti- 
ments ; but the pen was too cold ail 
instrument to convey tbe fervid bursts 
of his eloquence, and the reader will 
look in vain for the impassioned flow 
of the parliamentary orator.^ It is in 
Uie dentes of tiie House of Commons 
that his real greatness is to be seen j 
and a vigorous intellect will seldom 
receive higher gratiflcution than from 

* Sir iTaTues Mackintosh. 

t No txiau more frequently referred to 
Adam Smtth: yet be ha<l never read the 
“ Wealth of Nations.” 

t This is the more remarkable, as he had 
ho elevated a Conception of the proper ^lio- 
racter of history that he clasBoa the, chief 
works of thought thtts;*!— 1. Poetry. 2. His- 
tory. S, Oratory; TMfel was no slight hom* 
atje to tbe hiatoHcal mnwi, when coming 
from the first Orator Of his own, or )>erhaps 
any Jige —Fox's Introd. p. vii. 

VOL. VI. M , 


f ..aajfji; 

Btadyiag ^ vat^ent4eei«ndl4«l^''':' 

the pdwerful ajfd ^etvant ' . 

by wliich hia gmt apeech^ &era 
distinguigheiL * , \ 

88. Buii all, 

the fame ou Mi: Fox ia on me 

not ftom a diriiifliahed sense ^ hk 
genius, but an altered view, anKdng th^e 
thinking ftw ni’ leost^ of hia prinelf)!^ , 
With the extinction of the gwrkf^n 
which witnessed his paruameptsi^ 
eflciie— with the death of the-frienas 
who were captivated by his, social 
qualities, his vast reputation is sen- 
sibly diminishing. Time, the mi^iy 
agent which separates truth from 
hood— experience, which dispels the 
most general illusions-^nl^in^, which 
extinguishes the warmest antimpatiens 
when unfounded in human nature, 
^8epai*ftted the wheat from^he chaff in . 
nis principles. In so far as he sought 
to uphold the principles of genesqji,, 
fre^om, and defend the caiise of 
unfortunate and oppre8Sld,in whafcB™p 
country— in so far as he proteoted!nk - . 
legislation the freedom of the pml, ' 
and oppo.^d the infamous traillo ih 
human flesh, his effort# will ever emn^ 
maud the respect and* sympathy of 
mankind. But in so far as he sought 
to advance this cause 'by advocating^ 
tbe principles of democracy — in so far 
as ho supported the wild .projects of 
the Ficuch revolutionists, and palliated 
when he could not defend their atro- 
cious excesses — in so far as he did his 
utmost to transfer to this country the 
same destructive doctrines, and, under 
the name of Reform, sought to give an 
entrance hefe to Jacobin fanaticism and 
iufldel zeal— in bo far as he counselled 
peace and recommended concession, 
when peace would have been the com- 
mencement of civil warfare, and con- 
cession a crouching to i*evolutionary 
ambition — he supported principles 
calculated to destroy all the objects 
which he himself had in view, and in- 
duce the very tyranny against which 
the thundoHB of his eloquence wei>e 
directed. 

89. The doctrines, that all abuses 
aie owing to power being confln^d to 
a few hands -that the «xteuftk4< of ' 
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politic idfinilMe ^ W«r clMses 

is tlie < 1^1 j: S|iU4oifci’, tli© ©vll— that 

^rivttik;^Moiii/aQd mt^igetiee wiH bs 
bi!0Ki^i on public aiFairs when 

ttbose blfisaes are intrusted with their 
4lreeti<m-^d that the growth of de- 
niocfv^c ascendancy is the commence- 
meat .of social regeneration, — are some- 
times amiable, from the plijilaiithropy 
of those who support them, and always 
win be popular, from the agweable 
fiabtery they convey to the multitude. 
They are liable to only one objection — 
that they are altogether visionaiy and 
chimerical, found^ on a total miscon- 
ception of human natui*e, and a fatal 
forgetfulness of the character of the 
vast majority cf men who in every 
rank are swayed by selfishness or stimu- 
lated by passion. They invariably lead, 
when put in practice, to results diame- 
trically the reverse of what were held 
forth or expected by their suppoiters. 
Abuses, by the introduction of a de- 
mocratic regime, it is soon found^ in- 
jilcad of being diminished, are multi- 
tenfold ; tyranny, instead of being 
emdicated, is enormously increased; 
personal and serial security, instead of 
Wng establisLed, is kept in perpetual 
Jeopardy; the weight of public opinion, 
instep of an antidote to evil, becomes 
^’“its greatest promoter, by being exert- 
ed in favour of thcfte by whom its enor- 
mities are perpetrated. It is by the 
opposing influence of these powerm^t 
the blesnings of genernl freedonr^e 
secured under a constitutional mon- 
archy ; no hope remains of its outliv- 

* ** In the contests of the Qreclc comr on- 
wealth/' savB Thucydides, “ iHosc who were 
^ estefOned tLo most depraved, uud had the 
least foresight, invariably prevailed • for, 
being eonflcious of this woakpsss, and dread- 
ing to be overreached by those of tu'citer 
penetration, they went tv work .hastily with 
the sword and poniard, an<i thereby eot the 
bettor of tlieir antagonists, who were occu- 
pied with more refined sebetnes-—** Amidst 
mobs and sddition/' says the Roman an- 
nalist, ali that is base has the greatest 
power ; peace add tpmquUhty arc sustained 
by the good.'--'" r see at last/' said the 
French demagogno when going to the scaf- 
fold, “ that in revolutions pow'cr IhUs into 
the hands of the mf>«t base. '* “ A domo- 
orahic reputfiic, ” stdd tho British statesman, 

la not the goveriiment of the lew by the 
many, but df the many by the few ; with 
this diifin'ence, that the few who are thus 


Jug iipriug4l^Avvbljtb drowuc tbe 
iu«titutions of ft s^te, whcii tbofitaim- 
tftgouiftt tbrceg ft«© brought fur buy 
length of time to draw Id the flame di- 
rection.^ 

90. The libertiefl of BugkUd long 
survived the firm refiistanoe which Mr 
Pitt opposed to revolutionary prin- 
ciples ; but those of France perifihed 
rat once, and perhaps for ever, under 
the triumph in which Mr Fox so elo- 
quently exalted on the other side of the 
ChanueL Taught by this great ex- 
ample, posterity will not search the 
speeches of Mr Fox for historic truth, 
or pronounce him gifted with auy ex- 
traordinary political penetration. On 
the contraiy, it must record with regret, 
that the light which broke upon Mr 
Burke a^. the outset of the Revolution, 
and on Mr Pitt before its principal atro- 
Y cities began, only shone on his fervent 
mind when descending to the grave, It 
can only award to him, during the 
greater part of hifl career, the praise of 
an eloquent debater, a briilmnt sophist, 
but not that of a profound thinker or 
a philosophic observer. But recollect- 
ing the mixture of weakness in the 
nature of all, and the fltron^ tendency 
of political contention to dim the 
clearest intellect and v^arp the strongest 
judgment, it will, while it condemns a 
great pkrt of hid principles, do justice 
to his motives and venernte hia heart, 
— it will indulge the ploaaing hope, 
that a longer life would have weaned 
biui from all, os he honourably admits 
it had done fi'om many, of his earlier 

glevaicd to power arc the most wortUlesa 
and profligate of tbo oommurnty," ’• iJemo- 
craay," saye the author of the Findicia: titU 
lic(tf, '* in the most moustroua of all govern 
meats, beecauae it is imt^owible at ouce to 
act and tC control; and consequently the 
sovereign power Is there left without any 
resiralnt wbaterver. That form of govern- 
ment Is the. boat w'hicn place* tUe fjTicieiit 
directiim tn ifie h^tdg qf ^ aristocracy. iid>‘ 
jecUng th^ in it» eaereiiie to iH e(mir,Ql of tJm 
people at larfft" What a sulpriiiii^ coinci- 
dence between the opiuhmi of Sneb men in 
sucl^ distant ngesi Ee is a bold spoculator 
who, on such a snldecA, dilGsdafrom the con 
cumng authority of batlnst. 

©auton, Mr Pitt, ll'mm Mackm 

to8b.-^THUCYDiiiEa 1. ft {Salloot, 
dt Bello Cat: RtovXWl, 07; ^arlanmair, 
HUtom^ XXX. 90^; ifmoin, 

i. 92, 
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dduBioua ; and admira .to fV in a int>nmt of 

moua Ibniuaaa witk irhiobi m to j cwdiiiaiy glooixi;^ to Hia^ litigtod 

of bo to iM I nmdw^ad to 
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1. Ko mooaroliy in Europe is less in- 
debted than the ProBeian) for its poli- 
tical power and importance to the 
advanbigea of nature. Xta territory, 
flat, sandy, and in great part compara- 
tively sterile, can only fie brought to a 
high state of cultivation by long-con- 
tinued effoiiB, and to unsparing ap- 
plication of human industry. Its sea- 
coast has few advantageous harbours ; 
its rivers, though numerous, and in 
general navjg'able, descend for the 
greater part of their coui:Ke through 
the territories of separate or rival 
states. Without the natural fertility 
of the Sarmiition plains, or thcvniueral 
wealth of the . Bohemian mouutains; 
destitute alike of the flocks of Huug^ 
and the herds of Switzerland ; enjoying 
neither the forests of Norway nor tl5e 
vines of France— it depends entirely 
nil gi'aia crops and pastures, and for 
tlicm the bounty of nature has afford- 
ed in) peculiar advantages. Vast tracts 
of gloomy, h«ath, or blowing sand, 
hardly less unproductive, form a large 
part of its surface; in other places, 
cheeiiess, desolate plains, thickly strawn 
with rushes or stunted firs, convey a 
tuoaotonous, mournful impression to 
the mln<^'of to ti-aveller. Yet have 
the industi^ and perseverance of man 
conquered all ihew disadvantage^; the 
mid sends h^ve been covered with 
weaving Uio rushy fields wijb 

rich paatuto; and in no oouutry in 
Europe is a|[riouttu;K'^ now advancing 
with more v^oTOus strides, or popula- 


tion increasing with siiblt steady rapid- 
ity.* 

2. If Prassia owes little to hef hw* 
Uural advantages, she is indebted stiE 
^leas to the political facilities of her 
situation, or the homogeneity in toh 
racter of her inhabHaute. Her i|^ 
tory, which has gradifally hem A*' 
larged by the talents or good 
(*f her rulers, is widely scattered 
the Khiiie to the Vistula with oilu^ 
states in some places HiterTehing^ imd 
in general in such long sdreds as equally 
to expose her to attack and to deprto 
her of the advantages of a.oompao^ 
foi-mation of defen^. Her population 
is composed of different races, speak- 
ing in some places different languages, 
ond^but recently actuated in ainy by a 
common bond of national attachment, 
The old electorate of Brandenburg ori- 
ginally formed pait of the vast xnon- 
ai’chy of Poland, and broke off from that 
unwieldy %ommonwMfith during to 
weakness of unbridled democracy ; 

* Prussia csontoias at preseotr— 

Arable lands 


Vineyards, 
Meadows^ 
Fastnrps, 

PorcBts, 

Wastes, lakes, ^c. 


1.024,176 

14,326;42» 

1(5,972.714 

23,8{rt),a00 

8.9S6,S47 


f 112,405,382 

Or nearly 1 1 itooo square English geomtaj)hu*l 
miles. Twcuty-oue ttcusand four lumdred 
nud niuety arnents luako a square German 
geographical mile.— pcjiOBoaaiti, i 115; aud 
VOBHtm and WjsBhai, iSiatUOi^pM 
17, n. 
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Sile^ by Grmt pr04«- and tbebr ararafe ii not above 

tba of tke eighteenth |6|%. Theae etrs^gBis^ teiritoriee lirt) 

|N»i, a pi^i^hce of Bohemia, k many jjiaeeB inte™ 

. inhabited by Slavonian, aessiona of foreign ^moe^ enclosed 

wt^ Trusaian Poland was the within those of l^ruBsia, whiohi on the 
of "^tbe iniquitous spoliation of other hand, has no inconsiderable por- 
unhappy state in 1772 and 1794, tion of its dependencies imbeddSa in 
'ah<jl . ibs inhabitants retain all the the dominions of other statesl ' Thus 
recollections and national the Prussian dominions present an ir* 
t^itionB by which fne ‘Sarmatian st^gular strip stretching alon^f the whole 
naoe M characterised in every part of north of Germany, having its back to 
the v^orld- Yet does the Prussian men- the Baltic Sea and German Ocean, the 
archy no^ form a united and pros- harbours of which are liable to be 
|ierouB whole j its rise during the last blockaded by the superior de0te of 
century has been rapid beyond ex- Britain; while its long front is exposed 
ample; it singly defeated, under the to the incursions of Austria, and its 
Great Frederick, a coalition of the two extremities lie open, with no na- 
three most pqjverful monarchies in tiiral frontier capable of defence, and 
Europe; and it yields to no counti^ but few artificial strongholds, to the 
in the world in patriotic spirit, and incursio/is of the gi'eat monarchies of 
the glorious efiPorta which it has since France and Russia — the former pos- 
made to mlintain its independence. ^ sessing above twice, the latter nearly 
S. Augmented as it has been by the four times its military resources, 
acquisitions made at the treaty of 4. The urban population of Prussia 
3^iri?i in 1814f)the Pnissian monai^chy bears a remarkably large proportion 
now contains upwards of fifteen mil- to the rural, for the former amounts to 
lions of inhabitants, who are diffused a fourth of the whole inhabitants. The 
over a territory embracing one hun- number of towns and burghs is ten 
dred and eleven^housand four hundred hundred and twejve, of which thirty- 
and eighty-eight square English miles seven contain above ten thousand in- 
^a surface little less than that of Great habitants.^* This great number and 
Britalb and Ireland, which contain one Vojratiaiou 

^ hundred and twenty-two thousand. At omoS?. 

the commencement of the war of 1806, 
however, both were much less con- 
siderable.,; the former only amounting 
to nine million five hundred thousand 
souls, the latter to seventy- two thou- 
sand square miles of temtory. If this 
considerable population was placed on 
, a compact and defensible territory, it 
yfrbuld form a great and powerful mon- 
' Iffchy, having nearly the re*30urcea, in 
population and territory, of the British 
empire in Europe at the commence- 
ment of the Eevolutionaiy war; but 
both population and territory are so 
scattered over a long and narrow ex- 
tent of level surface, that they seem at 
first sight to be |a source rather of 
- weakness than strength. T^ey extend 
from the banks of the Piemen to those 
of the Sam, over a space three hun- 
dred leagues, or nine h^dred miles 
in length; while the grealest breadth 
does not exceed a hundred and thirty 


BroBlau, 

Cologne, 

KOnigsbcrg, 

I’orgau, 

Dautzic, 

Magdeburg, 

Alx-la-Chapelle, 

Btottin, 

Elberfeld, . 
DiiBseldort* 
Coblonts, . 

POBOII, 

Halle. . . 

Potsdaui, . 
Erfurt 
Memel, 

Frankfortou-Ode 

Kwfeld, 

TrSves, 

Btmlsund. . 
Halboratadt, 
Brandenburg, 
Heisse, 

Glogau, 

Bonn. . . - 

Quedllabuitt, ^ 
GCrlitz, 

Brieg, . 
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Biea of tKWnB ^bdicatea eitW oaArSi^ 
dinaxrncheB adjaoetwterntory# 
HB in liombardjr and of con^ 

aidefable mannfacimring, advaaiages, 
Buolx as Hhofl® whicb have raised the 
cities to such a stujpeudous ma^itude 
in the north of England and the West 
of Scotland. Such, accordingly, is the 
ease; and the manufacturing iu4ustzT 
of Prussia, in spite of the proliibitoix 
system adopted generally by the Con- 
tinent^ states, is very considerable. 
InfS!ri<5*V course, by more thau a 
halfi in proportion to the square league 
of territory to that of Britain, it is 
considerably superior to that of 
France/ The iron- works and manu- 
factories of zinc and copper, as well as 
the salt-works, in its domimons, are 
very extensive ; and the oottdb manu- 
factures, though recently established, ^ 
are making, under th^ shelter of the 
heavy protective duties established 
against those of England, rapid pro- 
gress. The total amount of its exports 
in 1828 was 24,102,000 thalers, or 
nearly £4,000,000, and four thousand 
morchant vessels bore the flag of' 
Fredcrkk-William. 

5. The main strength of Prussia, 
however, lies in its agriculture ; and it 
is in the patriotic spiiit and undaunted 
courage of the class engaged it it, that 
the monarchy in every age has found 
the surest, bulwark against foreign ag- 
gression. So rapid has been the in- 
crease of sheep late years in Prussili, 
that thfir number, which in 1816 
amounted only to 8,261,400, had risen 

Popotaiion 


GrUneberg, 

Ill 18}i4. 

. 11,900 

Sohweidmtz, 

, 11,000 

Mindon, 

. 11,000 

Mtlhlhauson, 

, 19,500 

Prentslow, . 

, 10,000 

Asohcrsleben, 

. 10,000 

Nautnbnrg, 

. 10,000 

— Maltb Bku», V. 297, 303. 



* norse-power of machinos in proportion 
to tbe fiquar© league of territory:— 

In Great Britain, . . 415 horses. 

In Prussia, . . . . laa • . , 

InFraaoe/,. . . . 178 .. 

In proportion to her extent of sxjrfaae, 
Prussia has fewer ateaxn^-enginesthau Franco, 
but more hych'auMc machmes ; and, on the 
whole, agrosttoramountii^fmechanicftl power. 
— Eobn, UnteT9*tckmpen titer den 00^, 4ec. — 
Berlin, 1831 ; and Baca, v. 291. 


in to 144^Mfl^^that 
doited ; and most deeisiV|S ; 
of the general increase of rural 
Is to be found in the fact, that though ^ 
population in Prussia is now advancing 
more rapidly than to any country of 
Europe, so as to double, tf the proiient 
progress should ' continue, in tw^ty- 
six years, yet mo importation ^ toreign 
grain is required, t Subsistehiws;under 
the influence of increased proati^On, 
BO far from becoming scarce, is eon- 
B^antly declining to pries, and 
ment^ comforts and wants irf a pros- 
perous people are amply ptovided for 
by the labours of the agricultural por- 
tion of the community. 

6. It was by slow digrees, however, 
and by the successive eflbrta of more 
than one generation of great men,.^that 
Prussia was raised to ite present pros- . 
peroua condition. The monarchy, to 
reality, dates from the accession of jgm- 
derick the Great ; but during 
period which has since* elapsed, ft |lias 
made unexampled progress . Thelpfti^ 
'jure, indeed, amassed by , that great 
warrior and able prince, hadbeeu wholly 
dissipated during the efceceeding re%0 ; 
but, both under his s^ay and that of 
his successor Frederick- William, the 
monarchy had made irnporfemt adj^ 
vances in territory^ wealth, and popu- 
lation. By Withdrawing from the al- 
liance against France in 1794, the 
cabinet of Berlin succeerled to appro- 
priating to itself a large portion of the 
spoils of Poland ; while the open pre- 
ference to French interests which they 
evinced for the ten years which fol- 
lowed the treaty of B&e, was rewarded 
by a considerable share of the indem- 
nities — in other words, of the spoils of 
the ecclesiastical princes of the Empire; 
and a most important increase of to^* 
fluence,by the place assigned to Prussia 
as the protector of the neutral leagues 
situated beyond a fixed line in the north 
of Germany, Huring this long period 
t In 1828, the total jtjpulation of tbe Prus-^ 
aian provinces, cxclimive of the Cuntoa of 
Nouch&tol, wa.*) 12,672,000 inhabitants. In 
1882. it was 13,843,000; and it is «f»w (1843) 
upwards of 15,000,000, Tlio proportion per 
square league in the drst period Was 892 ; in 
the second, 993— a prodi^ous dtfiarence to 
hSTe taken place in so short a period aa four 
years.— M alts Bruit, t. 279. 
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of tod popdatlan teveaue, and somi progress i^as 

of IJte country, rapidly i^dTimeed ; a even' madfi in the redni^pa of the debt. 

of OeT- The large'ehai^'of the Oeman indezo' 
totoy^ftdlulenmtoitfthiindfi,and^6 cities, obtained through French and 
tod, «gispea<3ht«re of war, so deso- Bussian influence’ by this aepiring 
’ to omer states, was felt only as power, made a considerable addition to 
Mcieasing the demand for agricultural the public resources : the acquisitioti of 
producer augmenting the profits of 62fl,000 sotais raised the populatioU to 
nto^^|n|i<vigation. « < 9,500,000 souls, and the increase of 

Ti death of the Great Fre- 375, 000 thalera yearly revenue swell- 

dezlclciii 1786, the population of the ed the income of the public treasury 
tnbnarcliy was 7,000,000 of souls, and to 38,375,000 thalers, or £5,750,000 
its revetiue 81,000,000 thalers, or about sterling — a sum equivalent, from the 
£4,600,000 sterling. By the shares ob* difference in the vdue of money, to at 
ittined of Poland on occasion of its sue- least ten millions sterling in Great 
oessive dismemberments, and the aqui- Britain. This revenue, as in Austria, 
aition of Anspach, Baireuth, and other was the net receipt of the exchequer, 
districts, its population was raised to and independent, not merely of the 
9,000,000 ; and although the treasure expenses^of colleotion, hut of various 
Of 70,000,000 thalers (£10,500,000) left local chides in the different provinces 
by the Great Frederick had disappeared, ;The regular army was nearly 200,000 
and given place to a debt of 28,000,000 strong, brave, j^nd highly disciplined, 
of thalers, or £4,200,000, yet this was but not to be compared to the French, 
compensated by the increase of theLre* either in the experience and skill of the 
vpnue, which had risen to 86,000,000 officers, or in the moral energy which 
^tbalew, or £5,400,000. Various estab- had been developed by tbe events of 
iishmentshadbeen set on foot at Berlin, the Revolution, 
eminently calculated to promote the 8. Unlimited toleration prevails in 
interests both oC commerce and agii- Prussia. The Protestant is the religion 
culture. In pSHicular, a bank and so- of the sovereign and of the state, but 
ciety of commerce were established in persoDS professing all creeds are equally 
^,that capital, and institutions formed in eligible to all offices under govem- 
the provinces to ^nd money to the ment, fnd, practically speaking, no 
land^ proprietors on reasonable terma difference is made between them. On 
By the aid of these establishments, and the whole, two-thirds of the inhabi- 
the effect of long-continued peace and tmts are Protestants, one-third Catho- 
prospority, the finances of the state lies ; but the proportions between these 
were in the most flourishing condition two great divisions of Christians vary 
in 1804 ; all the branches of the public considerably in the different provinces.* 
service were provided for l^y the ci'r- Each religion has its separate minis- 

* The PrussiAQ population was dj'^Ued, according to its religion, in 1829, in the following 
aEUtoier - 


nroviii^t. 

rrot««UntB. 

Cathotioi. 

Murmon* 

itM. 

Jewk.' 

TenOa, Incladlog 
AUUiary. 

Frassia, . 

1,448,113 

629,921 

13,918 

19.408 

2.008,361 

Posen, 

300,496 

687.401 

07,590 

1,004,606 

Pomerania, 

864,588 

7,543 

246 

4,708 

876,842 

Brandenburg. . 

1.605,471 

20,586 

10,341 

1,639.592 

miesla, . . 

. 1,284,448 

1,091,132 

. . 

30,970 

2,396.561 

Saxony, . 
WeaspluUia, . 
Ithenish Pro* 

? 1,316.700 

89.081 


8,607 

1,409,888 

604.0H 

711,888 

* 171 

11,881 

l;m643 

Vinces, . 

400,840 

1,678.719 4* 

1,316 

23.421 

3,202,822 

- 

7.768,964 

4,816,216 

15,668 

160,978 

12,736.110 


—Maws Bans, v. 30i 
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ters and bisb Jpfi. Beito pe 

years tbe ai ^ geuerid jfcod ; taat 
capital bas a Rrctestat and 

E^nigsb^rg anotber; bttt ihe Ca^biO* 
lies have two ai'Chtohops aiid idx 
bishops ic the Frussian domitiona. 
Like the Aastiiaa goverament, how* 
evoty the Frusbiaois are careful not to 
admit the slightest interference in. mat- 
ters not purely spiritual by the coult 
of Rome, and Catholic ministers of 
■vacant livings are appointed by a 
variety of lay patrons as in Ghreat Bri- 
tain^ without any serious collision with 
the Holy See. 

9. The revenue of Pnassia, like that 
of all other countries in Europe, is de- 
rived partly ftom dii^ecfc, partly from in- 
direct taxation/ The total revenue is 

79.180.000 florins, or nearly J8, 000, 000 
sterling — a sum at least equal 
£14,000,000 sterling in Great Britain, 
if the difference in thU value of money 
is taken into consideration. The ex- 
penditure is somewhat less, amounting 
only to 75,288,571 florins, or £7,528,857 
sterling, leaving a balance of above 
5,000,000 florins, or £500,000 yearly 
to go to the dieebarge of the princi- 
pal of the public debtT The public 
debt of Prussia in 1883 amounted to 

723.450.000 francs, or £29,000,000 ster- 
ling. In 1823 the debt was 9^,950,000 
francs, or £35,350,000 ; so that in ten 
years they have reduced the debt by 
£7,000,000, at which late it will l:>e 
entirely extinguished in 1872, It wduld 
appear, therefore, that the finances of 
Prussia are in ft more prosperous state 
than those of Austri^ France, or Great 
Britain, in all of which, although their 


national resom^ are incoo^Lpamhly 
greilei^, the ei^diture gehiw^ «x* 

deeds ^cpin^% a veiy conriderable 
sum, and ill Oughts of a ainking^fiind^ 
or of a permanent system for the redup- 
tian of the debt, haye be^ ihaoUc^y 
abandoned Tma foot speaks vdufoee 
as to the patraotk spirit iS the Prum^ 
people, and tjjie econoiiny andil^i^ng 
policy of its goveiiimenti^im^ollally 
when the large military em^k^ent 
they are obhged to keep secure 

their independence is taken^ foto con- 
sideration. 

10. The military establishmeht of 
Prussia is greater, m proportion to its 
population, than that of any other 
country in Rntope.# It eonsiste, in 
time of peace, of one hundred and 
twenty- two thousand men i but so ad- 
mirable are the arrang^euts for the 
augmentation of this force in riM of 
war, and such the aident and patrio^c 
Bjprit of the people, that the^db#e 
could then without difficulty oad fow 
an army of five hundred thoosai^nam- 
batftutfi. The regular army is Voia- 
posed of three classes. 1st, Of volun- 
tary recruits, who %re received from 
seventeen to forty ysars of age, 2d, 
Of young men who are balloted for : 
a burden to which eiII the inhalritants 
of the kingdom, without exc^mtic#, 
are subject. 3d,^Of veteran soldiers 
who prolong the period of their somoe 
voluntarily beyond the period required 
by. law. Every Prussian, without ex* 
oeption, from the royal family down* 
wards, between the ages of twenty and 
fifty, is liable to be dmwn for the mill- 
tsLij service in some department or 


• Tlie particulars are— 

Birset taxes, 26,802,837 florins, or £2,680,253 

Indirect, 40,740,000 .. „ 4,074,000 

Bomaiua and forest^ 7,171,428 .. 717,142 

Mines, 1,310,000 .. 131,000 

Lottery 1,827,448 . . 181,000 

Misoellnnrons, - ‘ .. 43,867 


Total. 79,810,000 florins, or £7,981,000 
—TcHoeoRSxrs Fmancu de VAutrieJa adela Prutu, i. 4, 6. 
t The particvilars are— ^ 9 

Interest of public debt, including sinldng-fond, 1^,244,286 florins, or £1,226, «8 

Civil hst and court, 20,906,74.3 .. 

Army and ordnaaoe, . . . 33,180,000 .. 8^318,000 

Misoellaneows^ 6,300,000 .. 630,000 

Reserve fuad^ 3,31^673 831,867 


76,238,671 florins, or £7fe52s,867 
^Tcuoborski’s Ffnancet dt t^Auirkki ^<Skla Pruui$t i, 9. 
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other ; but he is only bound to serve 
la the ^regular amy ^e years ;* end of 
these heis only yews aetu^y 
^th hJ« oolourSf the other two being 
to be Bpent at home. Thus 
tl^ military duty is bo short that it 
is ^ever considered as a burden, but 
ratlmr as an* weeable mode of spend- 
inj; the fimt three years of ^anhood ; 
and thi^< ore very few who either can 
or wh^ W avoid it The cadres of the 
regimentSi or permanent staif, and a 
certain proportion of the privates, are 
:^mdi and hold to arms voluntarily os 
a’pjofession for life ; and this gives to 
the troops, notwithstanding the fre- 
quent change of the privates, the con- 
sistence and steadiness of old soldici's, 
while, at the same time, it spreads 
through a large part of the people a 
practical acquaintance >with military 
duties. It *s to this system, inti'o- 
duced by the Great Frederick, but ma- 
tured and brought to perfection, by 
those able statesmen, Stein and Scharn- 
homt, after the treaty of Tilsit, that 
the stability and continual progress of 
the Prussian monarchy is, beyond all 
doubt) to be ascribed. 

11. Besides the regular army, the 
military establishment of Prussia em- 
braces also the landwehr and landstumf 
wC>ioh, ill time of need, can quadruple 
its eflfective athengtlf. The former is 
divided into two bane ; the first com- 
prehending all the young men from 
twenty tc/ thirty- two who have not 
gone through the five years’ service in 
the regular army ; the second formed 
of persons, whether they have served 
or not) from thirty-two to fifty yeais of 
age. After that period all obii^»-ation 
of military service entirely ceafies. Dur- 
ing peace th^ landwehr, which con- 
sists of infantry, cavaliy, and aiUllery, 
are never called into active service or 
removed from home ; but they are not 
on that account the less carefully and 
regularly instmeted during a certain 
number of* days in |he year in their 
military duties. In case of or in- 
vasion, the first ban are called out, and 
united to the regular forces, to whom 
they are soon scarcely inferior in disci- 
pliiie afid prowess: the second ban 
form the ganisons of strong plaoesi and 


peribrm service of th4 interior. In 
addition m this immense force, which 
numbers wHy two hundred thousand 
combatants, there is organised in Prus- 
sia a second reseWe, called the land- 
siurm, which embraces eVeiy man, 
without exception, not already enrolled 
in one of the other services, between 
the ages of seventeen and 'fifty years. 
SKich a force in many countries would 
belittle more thana tumultuary rabble, 
more likely to be burdensome- than 
available in real service ; but in Prus- 
sia, where almost^all the citizens have 
at one period or another served in tibe 
ranks, it forms a much more efficient 
body, and actually performed good ser- 
vice on many occasions during the glo- 
rious struggle of 1818. 

12. Education is more generally dif- 
fused in Pnissia than in any otlier coun- 
try of equal extent in Europe. Over 
the whole of its d^inions, one in seven 
of the whole population is at school ; 
while in France the proportion is one in 
twenty-thi*ee ; hi England one in fifteen ; 
and in Scotland one in eleven. There 
can be no doubt that this is the greatest 
proportion of persons undeigoing in- 
struction which obtains in the world. 
Instruction is there compulsoiT : the 
laws compel the sending of children to 
school by^heir parents, and, when ne- 
cessary, that duty is enforced by the 
magistrates. In general, how ever, it is 
unnecossaiy, so great is the desire of 
partints and relations to give their chil- 
di-eu the blessings of education. Schools 
are established in every parish, and the 
costs of instruction are veiy, trifling, so 
as to be within the roach of the hum- 
blest of tlie people; audio the destitute 
it is given gratuitously. The tree of 
knowledge, however, has in Prussia, 
as elsewhere, brought forth its accus- 
tomed finits of good and evil In 
Prussia there arc, according to the most 
recent returns, no less itedve timeH 
as many crimes committed, in propor- 
tion to the population, os in hYance, 
where Education is not diffused to a 
third of the extent it is in Prussia — a 
factVhich demonstrates, equally with 
the experience of every other country, 
the sedulous care which it is indispen- 
sable to take before that great iostru- 
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ment of put into tn bands of Haugwit^ sinoo tbo pSaee of BUe, 

the people.* * 1 in 1 bad beeai,^ beep aloof from tbe 

li The Prussian oapitalfbftd long dangem Of var, and iake iadyantage, as 
been one of the most agreeable imd far as possible^ of ^he distressies of their 
least expeuBive in Europe. Ko ri^d neig^bourstoaugmenttbeterritoryaud 
etiquette, no impassable line of demaiv resources of the monarch^. Prom a mis: 
cation^ separated the comt from the taken idea of present interest, not less 
people : the royal family lived on terms than the influenoe of former rivalry with 
of fri^dly equality, not only with the, Austria, they inclined to the ,;afiiance 
nobility, but with the leading inhabit with Frnnbe, %iid deiived gi^%mpo> 
tants of Berlin. An easy demeanour, rary benefits from the unioib^%oth in 
a total abseinoe of aiistocratio pride, the accessions of territory wbiob they 
and of extravagance or parade, distin> received out of the ecclesiastical estate 
guisbed all the parties given at court, of the empire, and the increase of im- 
at which the king and queen mingled portance which they acquired as ^ 
on terms of perfeot equality with their head of the defensive league of the no^ 
Bubjects. Many ladies of riak, both at of Germany. Little did they imagine, 
Paris and London, spent larger sums however, in what a teigiblecatastrophe^ 
annually on their dress than the Queen that policy was to terminate, or anti- 
of Prussia ; none equalled hpr in dig- cipate, as the reward of their long 
nity and grace of manner, and the ele- friendship, a severity of treatment to 
vated seniiments with which she wa^ which Austria and En|land were 
inspired. Adtniratiom of her beauty, strangers, even after years of in ve^rate 
and attachment to her person, formed and j>orilous hostility. The intertiew 
one of the strongest feelings of the afTdemel in 1802, and the open sup* 
Prussian monarchy ; and nothing con- port given by Eussia to the Pruasi^,^ 
tributeii more to pro<luce that pro- claima in the matter of the indeipiii- 
found irritation at France, w^hich, in tie^ had already laid the foundation of 
the latter years of the >var, pervaded an intimate personal fqendship between 
all classes of its inhabitimts, than the Frederick -William anj# the Emperor 
harshness and injustice with which Alexiuider. But it was at first an alli- 
Napoleon, to whom chivalrous feelings ance of policy rather than affection, and 
wore unknown, treated, in the days of acquired the warmth of impassioneAk 
her misfortune, that oaptivsfting iuid attachment at the# tomb of the Great 
high-spirited princess. Frederick and on the field of Leipsic. 

14. A spirit of economy, order, and 15. Notwithstanding the inconsider- 
radom, pervaded all the internal ar- ate haste with which Prussia had tik»ii 


rangoments of tho state. The cabinet, I up arms, the cabinet of Berlin made 
led at tlmt period by Haugwit^, but in some attempts to ipduce the other 
which the great abilities of Hai'denberg powers of Europe to share with them 
and (Stein soon obtained an ascendancy, the danger of tlm confiict With Bfig* 
was one of the ablest in Europe. Its land it was no difficult matter to effect 
diplomatists,, inferior to none in infor- a reconciliation. At the first authentic 
mation, j>enetmtion, and address, had accounts of the change in the policy of 
long given to Prussia a degi'ee of in- Frederick-William, an order in council 
fiiiencjc at foreign courts beyond what was issued, raising the blockade of the 
could have been expected from the re- Prussian harbours. M. Jacobi, the Prus- 
sources and weight of tho monarchy, sian minister in London, returned to 
The established principles of the Pros- that capital immediately after he had 
sian cabinet, under the direction of left it j and the Brit^h ministry had the 


* In, Fraaoc and Prussia tliero were in 1826:— 

• PaCSSIA. PlUNOB. 

Crimes against the person, . . . 1 in 84,122 1 in .82,411 

,, against pn>perty, * ' . . 1 in 1 in 

on the whole 1 in 687 1 in 7,286 

— Maltb Brun, V. 278 ; and Balbi et QuEa»v, ISwr I’Miteaticn m jFVawce, tii. 786.' 
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^ generoaiW to remime ita «imioab!e wla- maatem iNapoleott JW; juatty con* 
tions witathe cabinet of Rarlia befbro cewd thj moat aerioua i^prabettaions 
an ^Umfi^on Jhad boon given on th« for the mthfo^ ohaorvaaoe of that 
aulge^ of Stiwmver. With Swetei an treaty which he himaelf haa h^n the 
wae alaio without diffl- firafc to violate* I>oea he ,not% in defi- 
on the footing of the ance of hia engagementa^ atlll h<^d ihe 
i^oo'pd aii that power taking poaaeaaion fortreaa of Braiinan, and the line^ the 
of 3b«amiiberg4 which they did in the Znn, six montha after he vnaa 
name of the j^ng of Grefit Qritaiu. It ^ a aoiemn treaty to have eyao^ted 
^08 not ao easy a matter to convince fTemany with all hia forces ? Th^ 
the oahinet of St Petersburg of this oent eatabliahmentoftheConfederaU^n 
unlook^'for change in the Priiaaian of the Rhine^ end diaaplutioii of the 
councils^* and, taught by the long va- Germanic empire, too clearly demon- 
eolation of its policy, they were for sti^afce with what iilterio*^ views the 
some tame unwilling to yield to the French government is actuated h) re* 
j which was diffused through gard to the countries beyond the • 
the Russian capital, on the intelligence Honour, necessity, the existence of Ids 
that war was rea<f ved on. But no sooner people, have forced the King of Prussia 
was Alexander informed, by confiden- to Uke up aims alone ; but a powerful 
tiaJ letters brought by General Kruse- Rusftian army, and the well-knowm gen- 
mark from ;the King of Prussia, that leroaity of England, diminish the peril- 
he had embarked seriously in the con- oris chances of the conffict. Now, there- 
teet, thou he instantly wrote promising fore, is the timeVor Austria and Prussia 
an immediate succour of seventy th ju- to lay aside their jealousies springing 
sand men, and announcing his intention fi'om the conquest of Silesia, and unite 
of himself marching at the head of a their forces against the common enemy, 
chosen army to aid in the support of who is about to make the Confederation 
his ally. of the Rhine an outwork from whence 

Id. Imporiankas the announcement to enslave all the other fltates of Gkr- 
of the intentioilli of Russia was, the ac- manic origin.’* 

cession of Austria would have been of 17. Forcible as these considerations 
still more value to the common cause, were, and strongly os the cabinet of Vb 
its closer proximity to the scene of enna felytheir justice, them were yet 
action, and the strolig positions which many circumstances which forbade 
the Bohemian mountains afforded on them to yield on this occasion to their 
the flank of the probable theatre of war. mclinations. The conduct of Prussia 
The Prussian ambassador accordingly fot teu yeara had been so dubious and 
was indefatigable in his endeavours to vacillating ; her hostility to Austria, es- 
rouse the cabinet of Vienna to a sense pecially on the division of the indem* 
of the vital importance of joining heart iiities, so evident ; her partiality for the 
and hand in the approaching couffict French alliance so conspicuous ; her 
for the liberties of Europe. > He repre- changes of policy during the last year 
seated to Count Stadiou, then prime so extraordinary, that no reliance could 
minister at Vienna, “ that the losses be placed on her maintaining a decided 
indicted on Austria by the treaty of line of conduct for any length of time 
Presabm^ were so immense, that the together, mid, least of all, on her con- 
emperor, 6f necessity, must at some tinning steadfast in that sudden and 
future period look out for the means perilous hostility in which she had now 
of repairing them. The province of the engaged, and the vehemence of which 
Tyrol is of such irreparable importance was ^e worst possible guarantee for its 
to Austria, that no, doubt can be enter- endurlince. Who could iusui e that she 
tained that she will take advantage of would not desert this alliance as she 
the drst opportunity to resume it from haR done the first coalition against 
l^varia, by rousing the patriotic at- France, or abandon her policy as sud- 
timhinent of the inhabitants of that denly as she bad done her recent hoa 
important province to their ancient tUity against England, and leave to Aus- 
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tiia, irrevoolbly etobarkeA ilia wholii 
weight and dangers of wO oontcit? 
The Archduke Qhstrha, o» being cm- 
suited as to the state of the ftttuy, 
reported that, the rnfautry, which had 
not yet been r^oined by the prieohers ' 
taken duriiig the campaign^ was hardly 
a ibalf of its ^11 coiuplemeiLt; the ca^ 
valry but recently remounted, and for 
the moat part unskilled in military ei- 
ercdaes; the artillery numerous, but the 
majority of the gunners without any 
experience. The treasury was empty; 
some of the most valuable protinoes 
of the monarchy had been torn away, 
and those which remained were ex- 
hausted by enormous war contribu- 
tions, wrung from them by the enemy, 
ludiionced by these considerations, the 
cabinet of Vienna resolved fb preserve 
a strict neutrality, and issued a procla- 
mation to that e&ect^ However much 
the historian may lament that deter- 
mination, £rom a knowledge of the 
boundless calamities which an opposite 
course might have saved to both mon* 
arc.hies, it is impossible to deny that, 
situated as Austria was at that time, 4b 
was the most prudent resolution which 
its government could have adopted ; 
azkd that, if Prussia was left single- 
handed to maintain the cause of Euro- 
pean independence, it was ucgnorc than 
she was bound toexpecl from the selfish 
and temporising policy which she had 
so long followed.* ^ 

** The iusti-uctlons of Mr Adair, the British 
ambasB.'idor at Vienna at that period, were, 
not to Htimulatc tlie Austrian government to , 
hurry Into a war of which the consequeuoos, 
if unsucc^udul, might be fatal to that coun- 
try, but to offer its govemmout, if they 
deemed the t'pjpo'rtunity favourable for en- 
gaging in hftstUities, or if the necessities of 
thoir situation compelled them to such a 
course, the whole pecuniary aid which Great 
Untain w'as capable of aftbrding. Of the 
w'isdom of this course of proceeding, no one 
who considers the preemous situation of 
Austria at that cr^iis can entertain a doubt ; 
and it affords another proof of the dear In- 
Bight which Mr Fox at that period hod ob- 
tained as to the insatiable ambition of Napo- 
leon, and of the magnauimity w'ltli which 
that upright st^sman instantly acted upon 
his cmivicticm. “ A man,” says the Miirquis 
I^ucchesint. “ unjustly styled by Napoleon 
and his adherent^ theiast {>rop of the puoific 
dispositions of the cabinet of St James'a" 
— LuccHiEsmi, U.' 97m note/ and BiOnon, 

V 417, 


IS. I^pe9 W 9 r(> Hot woutiu^^ to tlia 
oftbiuit df Berlki uf aid iu 

another quarter where It whe least ex- 
pected, and of a kind to para^ee a oou- 
siderable part of the French; foroes. 
Spain, bereft of lier navy by the battle 
of Trsfbigar, blockaded in herhirboum, 
desiatute Of commerce, cut off hrom all 
interoousse 4 vith her colonies, had :6?}t 
all the burdens of war without any of 
its glories^ The public indignation 
was houHy aeeum^ating against ibe 
Prince of the Peace, whose ignoble 
birth, exorbitant power, and immense 
wealth, rendered him as mudh an o>h 
ject of jealousy to the Castilian noblewse, 
as the uniform disasters whkh had 
attended his adixdnsftiafeioin made him 
detested by the peoide, StiHy however, 
that rulingfavourite pet»evered,againsfc 
the almost unanimoub vi^es of the 
kingdom, in the French alliance, till 
his pride was offended at the hap 
(^nduot of Napoleon, who excluded the 
Spanish amba^ador ffom any share iu 
the negotiations for a general peace at 
Paris, and it was revesded to mm, that 
in those conferences the French Em- 
peror had Beriouslytproposed to take 
the Boleario islands from toe Spanish 
crown, and confer them as an in- 
demnity for Sicily, together with a jw- 
venue di-awn ^-om Spain, on iRe 
King of Naples. At the same time toe 
assembling of a powerful army at 
Bayonne, ostensibly directed arahat 
Portugal, Bufi&ciently indicated a d^%n 
to overawe both states cf the Pen- 
insula. 

19. The light now siiddenly dashed 
upon tlfb Spanish rulerB. They per- 
ceived, as Prussia had done during the 
same negbtiation, that the French Em- 
peror made use of the powers with 
whom he was in allimtee as mere de- 
pendencies, excluding them from any 
participation in treaties in which they 
were deeply interested, and disposing 
of them provinces to others without 
condescending e sen to ask their con- 
sent to toe transfer. N o sooner, there- 
fore, did they receive intelligence of 
the rupture of the conferences between 
O^reat Britain and France at Paris, nod 
the resolution of Prussia to take 'up 
arms, than they resolved to detach 



252 HISTORY OF EtJROPI [char xtnt 


tbems^m £ifqtn tihe French 

jok mif lorces to thorn eogagod 
k Foropoan incUpeadonoa 

Deapatch^ Inna the PraBsian envoy at 
Faills to the Prince of the Peace on 
this aoMect were eeoretly intercepted 
and dettiphoped by the French govern- 
ment^ which from that moment resolved 
on the overthrow of theSp^inish branch 
of the house of Bourbon at the hrst 
ooavenient opportunity. At the same 
t^me, the Prince of the Peace, deeming 
ooncealment of his designs no longer 
neosssary, issued two proclamations, 
in iiie middle of October, in which he 
enjoined the immediate filling up of 
the ranks of the army, and the organi- 
sation of the nalConal militia, under 
their constitutional leaders, in all the 
provinces of the monarchy. Thus was 
the ambition ^nd reckless disregard of 
national rights by Napoleon again re- 
viving, on a surer basis, because that 
of exi>erieuoe and common danger, the 
great original European coalition 
against France ; and on the eve of the 
battle of Jena were the first spai’kies 
of that terrible conflagration visible, 
which afterwards** burned with such 
fury in Russia, Germany, and the Span- 
ish peninsula. 

20. But although the greater and 
distant powers, with the exception of 
Austria, were thus arking in favour of 
the coalition, the lesser states nearer 
the scene of action were overawed by 
the infiueiioe and the authority of 
France. Napoleon was daily receiving 
oc, cessions of strength from the statejs 
which bordered on the Oonfoderatim 
of the Rhine, The ArchdukV. Ferdi- 
nand, though brother to the Emperor 
of Austiij^, gave the first example of de- 
fection % joining his states of Wiirtz- 
burg to that alliance ; the Elector of 
HessetCassel, whom interest as well as 
family connections strongly inclined 
to tho cause of Prussia, was neverthe- 
less so overcome by his apprehensions, 
as to pei'siat, notwithstan^ng the ut- 
most efforts of the cabinet of Berlin, 
in a forced ^neutrality ; and summoned 
to each of the hostile camps, and sorely 
perplexed between his kclmations and 
his apprehensions, put his troops on 
the war footing of twenty thousand 


men, find Contrived to^protract hia 
ultimate dioision tillthe kvttle of ^eha 
rendered sfbmieaion to France a mat* 
ier . of necessity, Saxony alone, oon^ 

tertnkous along its northern fron- 
tier with Prussia, and capable from 
its strength of adopting a Jpf*® 
rous resolution, openly joinfe^i ^he 
cabinet of Berlin ; but twenty thbu- 
stnd men were all that it brotigh’t 
to the standards of the Prussian geaso- 
rals. 

21. The whole weight of the contest, 
therefore, fell on Prussia ; for although 
great and eiO^cacious aid might be es:- 
pected to be derived in time from Rus- 
sia, and succours were hoped for from 
England, both in men and money, yet 
these auxiliaries were as yet far distant. 
The Muscovite battalions were still 
emtoued on the Niemen ; those of 
England had nol^eb loft the Thames ; 
while Napoleon, at the head of a hun- 
dred and eighty thousand veteran 
troops, W’as rapidly approaching the 
Thuringion Forest. Nothing daunted, 
however, by this formidable prospect, 
Frederick- William gallantly took the 
field, and directed all the disposable 
troops of the monarchy towards 'Sax- 
ony and Erfui^th. The total military 
8ti*ength of the kingdom was tw<> 
hundi-ed end fojty thousand men, of 
whom one hundred ami twenty thou- 
sand were assembled on the frontier, 
and twelve^thousand were in observa- 
tiod in ^Westphalia, for the approach- 
ing campaign ; the remainder being 
dispers0<3 in gaiTisoned depots, or not 
yet put in a state for active operations. 
Such was the general enthusiasm, and 
80 little did they anticipate the tendble 
reverses which awaited them, that the 
Prussian guards marched out of Berlin, 
singing triumphant airs, amidRt the 
shouts of the inhabitants, almost in a 
stid 0 of sedition from the tuniultuous 
joy they experitmeed on at length being 
aboutto measure their strength with the 
enemy. , Napoleon’s forces were much 
more considerable. They amounted 
m %rmany alone to one hundred and 
ninety thousand men j of whomtwenty- 
eight thousand were the terrible re- 
seive cavahy under Humt, and they 
were directed by the ablest and most 
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experienced marslielB in Ihe 

army.*' J ; 1 

22. The memophle opera- 

tione of the y^tt*, 1818, at® the te&a'- 
oiottB hold which l^apoleon then kept 
of the fortreeeea on the ISlbe, when 
sailed hy the ^atly anperipr forces of 
the cosdition, have demonstrated that 
no position in Europe is more suscep- 
tible of defence than the course of that 
liver ; said that supported by the rad!- 
parts of Magdeburg, Wittenberg, Tor- 
gau, and Dresden, an inferior force may 
th^e for a considerable time prolong 
its defence against an enemy po«sesa- 

^ Napoleon’s array was divided Into niiie 
ijorpfe, ttud Btationed as follows, on the 3Jti 
October, when he arrived at Wttrtaburg,— 

UEXf. 

First oori)8— Bernadotte— at Ut^Len- 

folds 20,000 

Beeond do,— Marraont — lUyrla, . 

Ibird do.—Bavonet—Baniborg, . 27,00# 

Fourth do.— Soul t— between itroberg 
and Bamborg, , s . , 32,000 

Fifth do — I.ctebvre, succeeded by 
rjannos— in front of Sch weinfurt, 22, 000 

Sixth do —Ney— Nuremberg, . 20,000 

Seventli do. — Augereau — Wlirtzburg, 17,000 
Cavalry do —Murat— between Wtirti- 
burg aini Kronacb, . . . 28,00f 

Jmiwrial Cuard— Bessibres and Be- •• 
fobvre, after Banucs got the 0th 
ccnpS'-^Wttitalmrg, . . - 20,000 


180.000 

The bulk of the army was grouped round 
Gobii rg aiid Bamberg. The whole force bear- 
ing on the Vrusaiaua, exclusive wf Mannont 
in Illyria, was 130,000 mou. 

The Pn»ssian8, when the campaign opened, 
were divided into three armies : ihe right 
wmg under General RucheJ, oi 30,000 ipen. 
was stationed on tlie frontiers of the Hessian 
torritories ; the centre, 55,000 strong, com- 
manded bs the King m person, with his lieu- 
tenant-general, the l)uko of Brunswick, 
under his orders, was in front of the IClbo 
around Magdeburg, with its advanced guard 
on the Saule ; tlie left wing, composed of 
40,000 men, ihcluding the Baxons, w-as cora- 
TTianded by Prince Hohoiilohe, with Prince 
liouis, the King's brother, under him. In 
all 126,000— a noble force, but as much in- 
ferior to that at the command ot Napoleon, 
as was the cai>acity of their leader comiiored 
to his. It was assembled in Saxony; its 
extreme left restsd on the Bohemian moun- 
tains, and its advanced posts were pushed as 
far as Hof and the Kirch beig. A detaolied 
corps of 12,000miin, in Westphalia, Was under 
the orders of a jgeneral destined to future 
oelebrity^BLncBXK.— D tJmas, xv. 200^614 j 
JoM. it. 275, 270 ; m^ Mavort of the True- 
sian strength tQ tAe Mikt iif JSrvnsmokj Hsim. 
ix. 484, App. ; and Thiehs^ Conmhii ft 
VBnvpirf, vii. 42. 


ing an cyerwhelming auperiority in the 
icld. , Hi4' the^e b^ pro- 

perly ^KtiaM And prcriBicosed, and the 
Frownfins beep commanded by a gei^e- 
ral capable of turning to tbtt best ad^ 
vantage the mekna q£ defence wdnoh 
they affoidad) it is probable that as 
protracted a contm might have been 
maintained as Napoleon supported in 
1796 on 4th% Jbdige, or Kray in IBOO 
around the boaiions of Ul|n> end time 
gained for the anivat of the Buesians 
before a decisive blow was struck in 
the centre of Germany. But not only 
had no preparations for such a ddren- 
sive system been made, but the nation, 
as well as its rulers, were in such a 
state of exultation as to deie^ise them. 
None of these imporilmt bulwarks were 
provisioned; hardly were ^pmsmounted 
on their ramparts. The ulterior fbrti- 
0ed towns on the Oder and in Bilesia 
were for the most part in ilMt most 
deplorable statu No depots^ were 
farmed ; no provision was made for 
recruiting the army id case 6f disast^T. 
They had not even a rallying point 
assigned in the event of defeat^ though 
the strong fortresses of Magdebui'g; 
Wittenberg, and T^rgau lay imme- 
diately in the rear df the theati*© of 
war, and the Elbe spread its ample 
stream to arrest the victor. CareliMs 
of the future, chanting songs of vict<;ily, 
and enjoying it! triumphant march 
through the villages, the army bent its 
steps towards Eriurth ; strong in the 
lucoUection of the Great Frederick, 
stronger still in the anticipation of the 
overthrow of Napoleon, and dreaming 
rather of the hanks of the Rhine or 
the plaids of Champagne, than of the 
shores of the Vistula and the fields of 
Poland. 

23. But if the Infatuation of the 
army was great, greater still was the 
delusion of its commanderH. The Duke 
of Brunswick, though an able man of 
the last century, and enjoying a great 
reputation, was altogether behind tlie 
ago, and ignorant of the jierilous 
chances «of a war with the veteran le- 
gions and numerous columns of Napo* 
leon. The disasteia of the lata cam- 
paigns were by him jpecribed entirely 
to timidity or want of skill in the Ana* 
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imam ; truft way to ooxatiat tko 
Front#, l#;;Qomtikl^tlymau;ita^d, wAs 
to oi^neiTe, and 

paralyifi^ ^itory entUnsiafim by 
to^ d^eud , tbeii* own 
pdiai^o^^v : J#at theta wee some truth 
no one acquaiiited with 
^hmoter and haetory of the Frexn# 
attay no'hld deny ; but unfortunately, 
It required, for its snooe^ul applioa- 
^!(m, both a general and an army vay 
diffbreut from the Pmssiau at this 
perfod. The former did not possees 
the energy and rapidity, the latter the 
stTAUgl# or eapenence, requisite for so 
perilous a system. Bold even to rash- 
ness in the original oouoeption of the 
eampaign, the Duke of Brunswick was 
vacillating and int*solute when he came 
to carry it into execution ; and, while 
his opponent was counting hours and 
minutes in i#© march of his indefati- 
gable legions, he frequently lost whole 
days in deliberation or councils of 
war, or changed the destination of the 
forces w hen theiV movements were half 
completed. The troops, indeed, were 
numerous md perfectly disciplined : 
the artillery admirable ; the cavalry 
magnificent ; the sfeaff skilfu] and high- 
ly educated, buVin matters of theory 
and detail, rather than the practical 
disposal of large masses in presence of 
a^pow^erful and enterprising enemy. 
But what the whole* army, from the 
general to the lowest drummer, were 
alike ignorant of, w»as the terrible vehe- 
mence and rapidity which Napoleon 
had iutroducea into modern war, by 
the union of consummate skill at head- 
quai-ters with enormous masses and a 
vast application of physical force ; 
combining thus the talent of or 
Turenne, with the fierceneso of the 
sweep of Scythian ^arfax-e. Applying 
then to the present the exi^orience of 
the past age, the usuei error of second- 
i^ate men, they c?dculated their mea- 
sures upon the supposition of a war of 
maxtcetivres, wheu one of annihilation 
awaited them ; and advanced as against i 
the columns of Daunm* Laudokn, when | 
they were in presence of Napoleon and 
a hundred and fifty thousand effective j 
mea i 

24. As u^ual in such cases, the con- 1 


tendis^ prefaced ^ war of 

anns % fmttsal msnifechoes oideujh# 
ed to rousl the spirit tbehr 
tive forces, lor vkdio^lc their hos^ty 
in the eyes of Em^opA That of Napo< 
leoQ, which bore intrinsic evidence of 
his composition, was, lis.usuai, admi* 
rably calculated to dazate 
late his followers. ** SoldiSi^. l 
order for your return to France' was 
dkready issued ; you had alrea4y ap- 
proached it by several marches ; ^ 
umphal f4tcs awaited you ; prCparatIcps 
for your reoepth>n were alrndy ma^ 
in the capital : but whilst we were sur- 
rendering oorselveB to a too confident 
security, new conspiracies were fiwinAd 
under the mask of friendship and alli- 
ance* Cries of war have bWi heard 
from Berlin ; for two months provoca- 
tions havft daily been offered to us; 
tjbe same insane spiiit which, taking 
the advantage our dissensions four- 
teen yearn ago, conducted the Prus- 
sians into the plains of Champagne, 
still prevails in their councils^ If it is 
no longer Paris which thejf propose to 
raze to its foundation, it is now their 
standards which they annotuio© thoir 
intention of planting in the capitals of 
our allies; it is Saxony wh^h they 
wish to compel to renounce, by a 
shameful transaction, its independence, 
and range) itself l>y their side ; it is 
your laurels which they wish to tear 
from your brows : they insist upon our 
evacuating Germany at the mere sight 
of fbe^r army I The fools I Lot them 
learu that it is a thousand times easier 
t»> desti'oy the great capital than to 
wither the honours of a great people 
and its allies. Their pi’ojects were then 
confounded : they found in the plains 
of Champagne defeat, shame, and 
death : but the lessons of experience 
are forgotten ; and there are men in 
whom the feelings of hatred and jeal- 
ousy are never extinguished. Soldiers I 
there is not one among yon who vvpuld 
return to France by miy other ^ path 
but that- honour. W© should never 
re-enter there except under triumphal 
ai’ol^a. What then t shall we have 
braved the seasons, the seas, the de- 
serts — ^vanquished Europe, repeatedly 
coalesced against us ^extended our 
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giofy^&om thd’ ftatfe to till 

ai i«wt<Nx) icwir -oaunElly like ^ 
after hatiag <ilm«ido»ed 
alHeS; aud to hift* 'i¥' biw the 
Frenoh ©egle fled Withe mere eight of 
tlie Ft^seiaii Wwiderde f But they 
bate eb^y Waived at our adwoed 
pofs^ |jet UB then march, ^siiiee mo^ 
(kiratIbaliwMi not been able to awaken 
them ftom thie aetoniWung trance : let 
the Pnisaian army experience tbe iaml 
fa^b6 which it did fourteen years ago : 
let Ihe^ learn that if it is easy, by 
means of the fHendship of a ^at 
people, to ac<juiro power and domin- 
ions, fts enmity, though capable of 
beir^ routed only by an abandonment' 
of eyetj principle of wisdom and rea- 
son, is more terrible tlnin the tempests 
of the ocean/’ 

25. Xjesa fitted to rouse thfl military 
passions and warlike enthusiasm of it# 
subjects, than this mfi^terpiece of Na- 
poleon, the Prussian manifesto, drawn 
by Oentz, was yet a model of dignified 
reason, and concluded with a senti- 
ment os to the ultimate issue of the 
contest, which subsequent events have 
rendered prophetic. ** All our efibrts,* 
and those of our allies, to preserve 
peace have proved unsuccessful j and if 
we are not willing to abandon to the 
despotism of an implacable enemy, and 
to deliver over to his devour jkg armies, 
the whole north of Gcrmnny, and per- 
haps of Europe, a war is inevitable. 
His mi^esty has resolved upon it, be- 
cause the honour and security of*the 
state are in danger: he would have 
deemed himself happy could he have 
attained the same end by pacific means; 
but it is with the firmest confidence 
that he tales the command of the 
army which is about to oombat for its 
country and national honotu*, because 
the cause in which it is engaged is 
just. His majesty is well aware that 
for long the army desired war ; and 
even: When <^rcumstaocea prevented 
him hum yielding to its wishes, these 
wishes commanded h!s respect^because 
they took tlieir origin iu those feelings 
of honour and patriotism which Jiave 
ever distinguished the Prussian forces. 
The nation, in a body, bas manifested 
the warm interest which it takes in 


thls cmtfli^ ^ahd that strong expi^. 
sioi^^ Iws oonfittned kiis. 

opinloisy it is 

not 01% 

with the irkheso^aBt^ ]^^ £% 
nasjesty is oohvliioed tiha^ deshw 
to preserve nnidmngnd; 
honour, and the ghny v^oh w Omat 
Fredeiiek has sm ov#r our arms, will 
suffice to»expit6 the anny to combat 
with its accustomed tslouv, and to 
support wi^ constanoy ah its fatigues. 

26. ^'But this war pcssesses evmi a 
more general hfteieBt. We have to 
deal with an enemy who all around 
has beaten the most numorons 
humbled their most powerful stateS| 
annihilated their most ^venerable cour 
stitutions; mvished ifiima several na* 
tions their honour, from s^thers their 
independenca aimiltil fate awsitsd 
the Prussisn monarchy^ numerous 
armies menaced yCur ^ontieis ^ they 
were daily augmenting ; it had b^ome 

9 ur turn to mil into ^ gulf; to; Bow 
eneatu a stranger yoke ; and already 
his pride and rapacity coveted, the 
spoils of the north of Qermahy; Thus 
we combat for our independence^ for 
our hearths, for all that is dear to mt ; 
and if God gives victory to the just 
side, to our arms, to the courage 
which bux’us in the heart of every 
Prussian, we shall be toe liberotoi’s 
oppressed miHidhs. Every warrior 
who shall fall on the field of battle 
will have sacrificed his life in the cause 
of humanity ; every one who eurvites 
will acquire, besides immortal glory, a 
just title to the gratitude, toe triumph, 
the tears of joy of a liberated countay.* 
Who affion^ us could endui'e toe 
thoughts of becoming tlie prey of a 
stranger? While we combat for our 
own safety, to avert for us the deepest 
humiliation to which a nation can be 
subjected, m are Uie savioura of all our 
(fermm brethren; the eyes of all na- 
tions are fixed on us as the last bul- 
wark of liberty, security, or social or- 
der in Europe.” « 

27. The opposite style of these two 
eloquent proclmnatioaa . is very re- 
markable. Both are addressed to the 
strongest passions of the human breast; 
both are masterpieces of rnsnly oratory; 
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but the jbaiii^ gge^w bicli they 

autbor$'lM»6«^ tttood. Napoleon 
apealca to & j^oldiore pnly of on iiumH 
iiSi iboir ArmB — of gloiy and 
triiwaij^i;- and victories to be won; 
F^dfl^<^-Willkin, equally finn, but 
Im ikb^ine as to tbe result, disguises' 
not the dangers and chances of the 
struggle, but reminds them of the duty 
they owe to themselves, their couutiy, 
cause of the buxuan race. Tbe 
former invoices the eagles of France, 
and oalls on the soldiers to follow their 
glorious career : the latter aj>peals to 
BheOod of battles, and anticipates from 
his aid a final triumph to the arms of 
freedom. The battle of Jena and chains 
of Tilsit seemed for long to have an- 
nounced an abandonment of this 
cause by the#- care of Providence; but 
let these words be borne in mind, and 
compared with the final issue of the 
contest. « 

28. Napoleon had no gallantry or 
ohivalrop feeling in his breast. The 
Prussian minister had, with the ulti- 
matum of the cabinet of Berlin, given 
a pressing requesffor an answer to the 
Pnissian headqtArters, by the 8th Oc- 
tober. ** Ijlarshal," said he to Berthier, 
they have given us a rendezvous for 
tn'e 8th ; never did Frenchman re- 
fuse such an appeal. We are told that 
a beautiful queen is to be a spectator 
of the combat ; let ua then be couiteous, 
aadmarch without resting for Saxony.” 
Francis I. might have used the same 
language ; but what followed in the 
first br^etin of the campaign, dictated 
by Napoleon himself? “ The llmperor 
was right when he spoke thus - loi the 
Queen of Prussia is with tbe army, 
dressfMi as an Amazon, wearing the 
uniform nf her regiment of dragoons, 
writing twenty lettexe a-day to spread 
the confiagmrion in all directions. We 
seem to behold Armida in her mad- 
ness setting fire to her own palace. 
After her foUows J5i‘ince Louis of 
Prussia, a young prince full oPbravery 
and courage, hurried on : by the spirit 
of party, who flatters himseB he shall 
find a great renown in the vicissitude 
of war. Following the example of 


these iHusIrious persona all the court 
cries * T(f arms I' but whm war $haU 
with nil its ho^ors^ 
ciS miU sem in Acu!^^ thm9$^frm 
hainfM been iimtrmn^nted in bringing its 
ikmmr io ihe ^ 

Nortli*'' . Such was Ihe in 

which Napoleon spoke, df 
beautiful princess in Enrbpe,' reusing 
her Objects to patriotic reeistani^ f 
How singularly prophetic is the . con- 
cluding part of Ihe sentence of 
be himself experienced just sig 
afterwards, in the frozen flelds of 
Russia. 

29. Animated by those heart-StirriHg 
addresses, the forceson both sidesrapid- 
ly approadhed each other ; and their ad- 
vanced outposts weie in preseuce on 
the 8th pctoher. Then began the 
terrible contest of the north with the 
louth of Europe ; never destined to be 
extinguished tiU the domes ,of the 
Kremlin were reddened with fiames, 
and the towers of Notre Dam^ were 
shaken by the discharges of theiRussian 
batteries. The fii'st plan discussed at 
Berlin, was for the whole army to de- 
bouch in separate columns by the 
two great roads, those of A^orf and 
Saalfeld, and Eisenach and Glotha, and 
commence the offensive towards the 
valley of the Maine, on the east and 
west of tlfij Thuringian Foi’est, the in- 
termediate passes of which were to, bo 
occupied by a central corps ; but this 
pla^ was soon abandoned, as exposing 
the army to a perilous division of force 
in presence of so powerful and enter- 
prising an enemy. The design ulti- 
mately adopted was to advance with 
the right under Ruchel in front, which 
was pushed on to Eisenadii ; next in 
echelon followed the oeutre, commanded 
by the King in pex'son, which, united 
with the corps of Hcdienlohe, was to 
advance upon Saalfeld and Jena, while 
each wing was covered by a detached 
corps of obseivation, the xighl by 
Blucher on the confines of the 

left by Tauenzein, on the side of Bai- 
reuth. The object of this movement 
was to determine the hesitation of the 
Elector of Hesse-Caesel, akd effect rixe 
junction of his contingewt to the I¥u»- 
sian army, and at the same time piei^ce 
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the centre oiLthe tii^ey ofl iUaSD^« the ^ inters 

which wae tfe b«ae of 

opersHdons, and cut tiie*a off ft^. la potm^^g^^ ihowaente, the 
their ^Van6e.v 

Both ohjcots were important^ and the J^etem for prO^ndin^' for hie army, 
deeign wae weLl conoeiTed had the . Tke ira to trcKkpi/ 'Bnhaht 

Buice of BrOOswidlt poBeeeaed a force daily, in general, on the rei^roeeof 
ade^uat#'^ ife execution. But it ne- the country which they 
ceeftadSy intolred hie army in great to extend themB^Te|k au&ciently to 
hazard in presence of a nmnerous ani obtain anlplfes, but not so as to be 
ski^ul enemy; and by leading open beyond concentmtion in <UU(6 of ati^tok, 
to w adTanee the great roads to Dres- — and to hare in reserve, in waggons^ 
den an|d ZiCipaic, exposed the Prussians bread adequate for several days, to 
to th$ very dim^r of being themselves meet any sudden v^ootergency. This 
turned and cut off from their com* reserve store, careMly husbanded and 
muaduations and xnagaztues, when en* duly replenished when drawn upo% 
deaVQuriug to inflict chat injury on served for all cases ai, oonoen^flon 
their oj^nents. before or after battl^. To convey ii^ 

30. Napoleon was not a man to let Napoleon allowed two cslsaons a 
slip the opportunity which tbjs hazard* battalion, and one for^a squadron, 
ous attempt of the Prussians to pas^ Adding to that the oaniages provided 
his position afforded, of not merely for the sick and wounded, he calcu* 
defeating, but destroying their army, lated that four or five hundred «'ysg* 
Confident in the numbers and experi* gons should sufi^ce for ^e largest army, 
enc^ of his troops, which rendered a Tile most peremptoiy orders werC 
situation comparatively safe to them, issued against any general or officer 
which was to the last degree perilous applying any part of these put^c cen- 
to their opponents, be instant]/ re% veyances to ius private purposes ; and 
solved to retort upon the enemy the in one instance, hayitjg discovered that 
measuro they were pre|»aring to play one of his marshalie mside such use of 
off upon him ; and, by throwing for* them in the outset of ihe eampaigni 
ward his army with the right in he manifested the utmCst displeasiu^, 
front, turn the Prussian left, and cut and declared Berthier responsible fdl 
them off from their magazinA on the all such evasions oPhis orders in future^ 
Elbe, and the heart of the monarchy. 31. The Prussians were In %e midst 
On the Sth October, the French army of their perilous advance to the French 
was concentrated round Bamberg ; At left, when int^ligonce of this rapid ao- 
three o'clock on the morning of the cumulation of forces against their own 
9th, Napoleon put himself in motion, centre and left reached the Duke of 
and his columns marched towards Sox- Brunswick's headquarters. It was in- 
oiiy, on three gi'oat roads, by echelon, dispensable to renounce forthwith the 
tho right in front On the right, Soult hazardous enterprise ; and ordeiin were 
and Key witii a Bavarian division instantly despatch^ to countermand 
luovod from Baireuth by Hof, on the advance, and direct the concentre* 
I’lauen ; in the centre, Murat with tion of the army in the neighbourhood 
the cavalry, as also Bernadotte and of Weimar : the principal column, com- 
Davoust, marched fram Bamberg by manded by the King, at Erfurth ; Ru- 
Kronacl^ on Saalbtirg; bn the left, chel at Gotha; Hohenlohe at Hoch- 
Launes Jaad Augereau, breaking up dorf ; the reserve, under the Duke of 
from Sdiweinfurt, advanced by Coburg Wiirtembexg, at ^olle. Thus the 
and Cjraffenthal upon Saaifeld.* The PruBsiana,^in presence of the greatest 
effect of these movements was to bring geneitd and most powerful army of 
the centre and right of the Frenfch modem times, were thrown into a 
directly upon tho Prnssian magazines change of position, and a complicate , 
and reserves^ they were stretefli- series of cross movements, with thcif 
VOL. VL B 
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tioQ of 

in wftTy wm' ^ ^ Wore, 

ha^ 

tv!li0i|,l#wa!^ng in«»mae&t 

in of Auaterlite. To oom}>kie 
dangar, the oonoentratioD, £»>in 
^he ovdani whioh teceiired, took 
pim on the centre and right; where- 
as it wee on the lefi^ tfl^v&nds Hof; 
that at hayeheen made, to resist 
the rapid march of the mvaders upon 
their magaednes and resourm The 
ThiorSngian Forest, which those more- 
ments promised to render the first 
theatre of approaching hostilities, is a 
range of ,hr<wen hois, for the most part 
covsred with wotmI^ which, hranohing 
ofTfrom the central chain that encircles 
Bohemia, stiptohes to the northwards 
until it sul^sides into the trains of 
Westphalia, where it terminates. This 
range separates the Talley of the Rhine 
&t>m thi^ of the £lhe, the waters from 
the western slope flowing into fne 
former, those from the eastern into the 
latter. It thus runs directly athwart 
the line of oommunioation between 
France and Prtiafia, and requires to be 
trayemed in on< quarter or another in 
going firom the one countiy to the 
other, Three great roads cross this 
broken woody region, and conduct the 
tiaveUer from the bhnks of the Rhine 
to tihe sands of Prussia. The first, 
starting from Mayence, follows the 
windings of the maine as far as Co- 
burg, where it approaches the summit | 
of Uie Thuringian ridge, from which | 
the Maine flows in one direction, the | 
Saale in another. Three defies pene- 
trate the summit level : that of Bai- 
reuth to Hof, that of Coburg to Saal- 
fold, that of Eronach to Schleitz. The 
second route, which is the one usually 
followed by travellers going from May- 
ence to B^ony or Berlin, passes the 
wooded summits of the Thuringian 
Forest to the left qf their highest ele- 
vation. It braochei off from the valley 
of the Maine at Hunan, abends the 
lateral valley of the Fulda, and, after 
surmouttog tbp ridge, descends by 
Eisenach, Gotha, and Weimar into the 
Saxon plains and the banks of the 
lifibe. The third, by striking far to 


the nurUv fWeidhvjsalir^ Tbipia- 
tenge' and, leaviqg we kt 
Weael, makes for West- 

Indian pd^ netiasen the norihc^ 
extrem% of the hxDs and theaeife, 
these routes Hapoleon ^ose 
wh^i brought him by tp 

the sotaroSs of the 
there Wat he mime }n 
Prussian army, in We very act of iaak^ 
ingWeir peruous movement from4«^ 
to right. ' 4, ./ ■ 

S2. Bat before the juno^on of the 
Prasiian forces, even in Wis false dl- 
r^ection, could be eflhcted, the fonaM- 
abie lemons of Hap^eon wme ahWidy 
upon Wem. Am might have been ex- 
pected, when surprised in this manner 
in the middle of a lateral movement, 
Weywerv attacked at the same time 
iin different quarters, and in all by 
greatly superior columns i^f We enemy. 
The ^ench mitises^ dense and strong, 
marching on We great chaussdes, fell 
perpendicularly upon Wo flank of their 
opponents when endeavouring, by oi'osfs 
and often deplorable roads, to reach the 
points of rendezvous assigned to them. 
The oonseqaenoes might easHy have 
been anticipated. They were defeated 
in every quarter, and lost, in We very 
outset of the campaign, t^ tnpvfld in- 
fluence of an advance. On We 
Tauenzem, who was at We moment in 
front of Schleifcz wiW she thousand 
Prussians and three thousand Saxons, 
wis attacked by Bemadotte, at the 
head of greatly superior forces, and 
aftera gallant resistance dislodged from 
his position with the loss of sevend 
hundred men. The day following, 
Murat marchM on Gera, and on the 
road fell in with and captured a convoy 
of five hundred carriages and a pontoon 
train — an extraordinary proof of the 
advantage We French Ipid already gain- 
ed, when, on WmWird day alter hosti- 
lities had commenced, Wqy faUen 
in wiW and captured a part of 
We reserve trains and beai^^miiggage 
of thd'enemy. 

Sd. Kor was the Frenoh left, under 
Lflnnea and Augereau^ less successful 
On the low, We fomer of them gene- 
rals arrived on We hfi%^ of Saslfrld, 
and animated hia troope to the highest 



i8oe.j' 


I 


isTcmt w sitmom 


degri^e by readtijf 

tnatioi^ of maffomu on o|«eaui|^.of 
hofttilitiM: «end bii tN ^ 

oottlia^ bifl Satlyid, 

be leH in wiib Fdboe Ikiuae» vbo oom- 
re{u>|snard of tha Fnioibm 
lefl^ fiiod bad been Mbetioned At Jftudol* 
' #^ ltoikenbagg by Frince Ho* 
b^l#iiio.oow ^ miumaedh of bk 
ooltttxiniii who wore then eudeavoutiAg 
to reatib tbe pou^te of rendfesrouB as* 
sigatd tbem w tbek eommenderdA* 
chief. ThkgAUant pdnee, in common 
with hk immediate imp^or. Prince 
Il^ohenioh^ bed long eacpres^ the 
opinion, which they had in ▼ain en- 
deavoured to impre&e upon the Duke 
of Brunswick, ihat Napolecm meditated 
;m attack on the Prussian kft» and that 
a concentration of their troops in that 
direction should have been made eom# 
days before,* Unable to prevent the 
disastrous reaolotion*to assemble on 
the right, he now set himscdf with 
heroic bravery to mitigate its effects. 
The forces n^er his command were 
only elereu battalions and eighteen 
squadrons of huEsars, with eighteen 
pieces of cannon; and with these he 
had to withstand the shock of Lannea, 
with twenty 'five thousand men. Not- 
withstanding this fearful prepondei*- 
once of £01*06, he resolved tojjiold fiim 

^ In the great council of war. held on the 
&th October at Brfurtb, when the Ihtke of 
Brunswick's project of continuing the roaroh 
tuiroas the Thurlngian Forest was disousied, 
Prince Hohcniohs, Prince Louis, and Colonel 
Massenbacb, his chief of tiie staff, strongly 
represented that, by ooutluuiug the maroU 
in that direction, the am^y.woala be expired 
to cerbiin ruin ; that they would soon arrive 
at a country whore tiie ground was entirely 
£avonmble to the operations of the enemy, 
imd advmwe to their own method of fighh- 
ing ; and UnO; if the Prentdi wero inclined as 
seemed more than probable, to turn either 
of the wiiijM of the army, nothing could 
favour thisBadflii so much ae the luuniidusr 
the Pruadan host by columns tnto the forest. 
These fpjk observations made no sort of im> 
pressidh on the Duke of Brunswick ; and all 
the lUodifNteldohof Ids plsn which thsse gene- 
rals ooidid^efhcti was that the troops should 
halt Ibr a day ea the 8th October, ant on the 
follovring tnondhg tlirow out strong reooa- 
iioitruig parties, and receive bread for ^ht 
days before enteriw Ihedefiles of ThurhifUi. 
It'may safely be Awned that that council, 
by Continuing thU fabd advance, determined 
the result of MMm]MUgn."*l>viiAa xvl 
28 ; and Chtcku^ iU. 


i«fEhiia4ai* of iha day> to 
,pm ^ of 

ta«|^ck wtbdh vfun 
eo!koii0d{4o^ rear atikalfeld. 

thk g^ant but uabapj^ 
tiezmmatku he was eoufitmed'fifum an 
bpsniah that it was only by retmming 
the old Phiaakn systam el a vigorous 
offeattVe. tl^dt the spifits dl the sid- 
diera, wmoh had hom nnioh wudt by 
the general orderto rdtreat on the pre- 
ceding day, could be mlWt Hite sen- 
edble increase of the mmy aH around 
him on the foBowing day"--«ven the 
turning of hie right fiank by Suthet 
with a powerful kidy cf Bght nroaps, 
which rendered bk pfliltloh no longer 
tenidile— could not Mliee lliin al^n- 
don his ground; and when Iheattack 
commenced, the PitwaS^ wwn sur- 
rounded on all aLdea. Ko^thetandlng 
this, they made a gaikni raaiidance, 
and enabled the artillery and chfuiots 
to leave Saalfeld in safety. Keltoitig 
from the town to his ^hUant comrade 
who still made good their grqnnd in 
its front, Prinoe Louis found them 
droj^iing fast under the murderous fire 
of the French tirailknra Boon' their 
retreat was convert^ into a rout by 
the ravages of the hostUS' aid^y ; 
and the prince himself, v^de cetnhak 
ing bravely with the reai>guaii, aid 
striving to restore order among ihie 
fugitives, was surrounded by the ene- 
my* s hussars — ** Surrender, colonel,*’ 
said their chief, not km>wh>gth6 rax^ 
of his opponent, ** oet you are a dead 
man.” Louis answered only by a blow 
with his sabre, whi^ wounds with- 
out disabling his adversary, who re- 
plied with a mortal akoke, which laid 
the heroio prinoe dead at Im feek 
$5* In this disaatroua emoountar the 
Prussians lost twelve hundred pri- 
soners, besides eight hundied kiUed 
and wounded, and thirty pieces of can- 
non. But this was the least part of 
^eir misfortunes : the heroic Prince 
Louis was no moip. He had fidlen, it 
Is true, jvhile bxavely combating on 
the field of honour ; but his body had 
remained the trophy of the victoni, 
and the continued advaniw of the 
enemy too surely indicated that defeat 
had attended the first' .serioua en« 



m OF EtJEO] [COMJR 


cosmtei* ansis^* 

att]&;5' l^^Voken In npoa in 
TfA in part seined; 

iin coneeiimtion intermpted » and 
dejeeted cMdniimFf wi^oui any Baed 
ra& jdti^p6inta; ware wanderio|f about 
in wary diroction^ while the terrible 
French legiohe, in denae maaees, v^ere 
filing ^t|)endlealarly on .their flank. 
Tkeee ^saeters rapidly comnfumeated 
their depressing effect to the mfnds of 
the aoldiers. The death of Prindo 
Tjouis, above all, equally dear to the 
ofiieera and private men, diffused a 
universal gloom. So grievous a cala- 
mity in the outset of the campaign 
was regarded aa the worst augury of 
its future fortunas; and, as is usual 
with great bodies in a violent state of 
excitement, the transition was imme- 
diate from ^be preceding exultation 
to an extraordinary degree of depres- 
sion. 

ZB. Meanwhile the movements pre- 
paratory to a dedsive battle continued, 
though in a very different spirit, on 
both sides. In deep dejection, and 
with infinite difficulty, the Prussians 
at length concentrated their forces in 
two great masses under the King in 
the neighbourhood of Weimar, and 
under Hohenlohe near Jena It was 
iifthe^higb^t exultation, on the other 
hand, and in the fu!i anticipation of 
rictorj*, that the French made a sweep 
which brought them completely round 
the Prussian army. The early triumphs 
with which the campaign had opened 
had given Kapoleou hopes of rapid 
and decisive success. He no longer 
feared, as he admitted he ha(Pdone at 
first, tliat he would be obliged to h*>ve 
recourse to the mattock. f The con 
fusion of the enemy's columns had dis- 
sipated the prestige of the Great Frede- 
rick. Fncouraged by these events, he 

♦ No sooner ivas the rank of the princo 
known, than Marshal lAnnes, with deserved 
courtesy, showed hie corpse all the houours 
due to so iUustrious a i^areuter. It was in- 
terred ^Mth HiCitaiy hr-Jours in the cemetery 
of the princes of Coburg, at SaafiRild ; and 
Berthler wrote on the I2tlb to the chief of the 
Pnuuian staff, announcing that the Btoperor 
had ordered it tohqe restored, if It Was do- 
isircd that his remains should rest In the 
tomb of his ancestore—an offer which the 
disasters Imrbedlately ensuing rendered it 


n<^ h^taf^ not io Mow 
brilliant career which hsl opMiCiil tb^ 
hfa arma i A i^mplete 
turning on the ^vot of took 

place in the dhecUon of hie cbhisimat 
who wheeled round eb an to. face the 
Northern Ocean. Davouet, 
andMturat marched upon 
where, on the next ^y, 
tltsmselves miktem of ccnriderablewta* 
garines ; Sontt was advancing on Jena, 
where Lannew’^B already eatabliBhnd; 
while Ney and Angereau were at Ifebda 
and Kohla, in its immediate 4^h- 
bourheod. Such was' the confuiddh of 
the PruBBian movements, ai^ the bad 
understanding which alr^y prevailed 
between them and the Saxons, iJiat, 
when the French took up the ground 
which thwAlHes had just quitted in 
#te environs of Jena, they foitnd the 
fields and roads covered with arms, 
cuirasses, and olikriotB, like the scene 
of a defeat. The Saxons had pillaged 
the Prussians, and the Piu^ians the 
Saxons. Baggage and ammunition 
waggons had I^n abandoned by their 
drivers, and lay scattered in confusion, 
while some guns had even been spiked 
to prevent their being of service to the 
enemy. 

37. The result of theae difffei-ent 
marches |ras in the highest degree 
favourable to the Frencb arms. By 
the advance on Naumburg they had cut 
the enemy off from the line of retreat 
to Beipsic, and thrown their left back 
in auch a manner that the French, on, 
the banks of the Baale had tl^ir b^ 
to the Xlbe, and laced ; 

while the'Pmssiana had their baich'to 
the Kbine, and could only hope to re- 
gain their country by cutting their 
way through the enemy. Finding af- 
fairs in a situation so much, more fa- 
voui'able than he could pcwdblyhave 

impossible for tbe royal family at 
to accept.— Biofiron, v. 46B. > 

f In settiug out for tbe Pnissliui •dam- 
paigu, I^apoloou expected to experience a 
more fotuUdable resistauce than ha had yet 
met with in Kiujopo. The exploits of the 
Bevon ye»irs’ War had fUled hnn with the 
hignbst idea of the troeps tr^ued ip the 
school of its niiutrious hare, and he said to 
his assembled cmcorsat Mayenoe, We Shall 
have earth to move ta this War."— Jouisi, 
U.m. ‘ 
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anticipated, addi- 

tionfdljima & enckcliiig vaide, otp. Oaitsiait ' Vumb trpnji 

of hie mi^oiwAMt the HautpMg, wlii^ihrtiT^^i^ 

l^th, m o^t pt hb hanseh<dd i^th the led to a 

propoeala of peace to Frederick- Wil- raaew^ si^ajfatum, attended ia i^e 
liam, taking care meanwhile not to end with im moat fn$d>tM diaastera 
euep^ tat one itiai^t ^ march of Conceiv^ that the Frenrit Emperor 
hie c^d^i^kia; but>;|||^wter did not had no intention of ipmediaie com- 
mxk that monardipiMe battle wae hat, and being anxiona for the aafety 
07er. In the evhiBtg the of that tbwn, where the prinoipid ma- 

army of Hohenlohe^ whloh, with mi garines of the army were j^boed, the 
the additions it Inm received from IJ^ke of Brunswick came to the rain- 
Eucheh did not exceed forty thousand oos resolution of again dividing Ms 
men, was grouped in dense masses on forces; and while HMitmklbhe was left 
a ridge of heights to the north on the in position near Jena, as a rearward 
road from Jena to Weimar, between to cover M retreat of the army, the 
the Ilm kfid ^e Saale. Its advanced pincipal'%ody, with ^ Eing at its 
posts were on the Landgrafenberg, a head, moved at day%ht fbr &uiJEa; and 
steep hill between its position and the at night arrived on the heights of 
town of Jena, from the summit of AnsnsVAi^. Thus at the very mo- 
which the whole lines of the Pruasiaiw ment when ]!7apoleon, yith above a 
could be descried^ and over which the hundred thousand men, was. making 
only road to the atta^ of their posi- his dispositions for a general battla ou 
tiou in front lay. the day following, sUnnoun^g 

SB. The army of the King of Pms- tne difficultieB of the •approach to 
sia, on the other hand, under the im- enemy’s position on the heights in his 
mediate command of the Duke of vicinity, the Prussian generm dislocft- 
Brunswick, sixty-dve thousand strong, i edtheimpo6lngmasaofhi8soldim%»,and, 
was concentrate at the distance of j dive^ing to the left with two-thiidis 
somewhat more than a league in tiie | of his forces, engaged in a hazardous 
rear ofHohonlohe, neat Weimar. Thus I flank-march of ten leagues in presence 
the whole Prussian amy, consisting of of his antagonists, leaving a. compare^ 
above a hundred thou6an<| men, of tively inconsiderable reai>guiU'#to^ 
which eighteen thousand were superb crushed by mer^than double its force 
cavalry, with three hundred pieces of iii its position at Jena SUch was the 
cannon, was at length assembled in a dearth of piuvisions which already 
field of battle, where their far faftied prevailed in the allied camp from the 
tactics had a fair theatre for develop- captui^ of their magazines by the cne- 
ment ; and notwithstanding the early my, that no regular supply of bread 
disasters of the campaign, an oppor- was dealt out to the men after the 
timity was afforded them of reinstat- long and fatiguing maroti ; but great 
iug affairs at the sword’s point Each numbers lay down, wearied and sup- 
army had passed its opponent, and perless, to.rieep on the ground which 
tontuaUy intercepted the other’s com- was to cover their graves on the mor- 
inunjoatom But there was this ex- row. 

treme diibrftnce between the two, that 40. Meanwhile Napoleon, never sus- 
the anhy of the Duke of Brunswick, pecting this division of the enemy’s 
cut pflTImm all its mogfUBiuea, bad no force, and supposing they were to fol- 
resource but in victory ; whereas that low the principles of the Qi'^ Frede- 
of Napoleon, though severed from the rick, which were |o combat in conoeu- 
Ubihe, had a clear line of retreat, in trat^ masses and on as confined la 
crufie of disaster, to the Maine and the field of battle as possible, was endea* 
Danuba * vouring, with his wonted energy, to 

3d. It woidd overcome the all but insurmoumabte 

Pntssians hod they continued a^d difficulties of the passage of the 
given battle in conoontrated posi- grafanberg, by which access was to be 
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lo |ii« i3oli£|ims 

‘ Ko' «<Kiber 

h94 ^ ti^ ^broopg^^JuMg^ 

tk0^ iwtrok! .9toa im- 

pdir^iit than ^6 Bm|>«ror 

pal^ t0 in p^nn, from whdnee 
£« poi%ioti of 

th6 IhruMm oimi^ sHU x^ponng nit 
hmaro on its forxnidablo podtioii on 
tbo ^(ppoaltb fidge. ifot dboliiing that 
be Wonld have to deal with their whole 
foiSea on the following day, he presi^^ 
without intermiasioii the march of nis 
oolnmne ; andeoon arranged the forces 
of l^inn^ who with his infantry first 
re|^he4 ibs summit by the steep and 
ringed ascent, in sncb formidable 
masses around declivities on the 
other side, that the enemy, who were 
now sensible of their error in aban- 
doning so important a point, and were 
making prep&iwtions to retake it, were 
obliged to desist from the attempt. 
This valuable height, therefore, from 
which the whole^of the Prussian posi- 
tion and all the movements of their 
troops were distinctly visible, remain- 
ed in the hands of the French ; and its 
elevation not onl^ gave them that a<i- 
vantage, but endi^y concealed from 
tbe observation of the Prusaians the 
rapid concentration of ti*oope on Ihe 
Jft^a aide of the mountain, which 
would at once have revealed the inten- 
tion of a deoisiye attack on the follow- 
ing day. Still the difficulty of sur- 
mounting the ascent was very great, 
and for artillery and waggons it was 
as yet totally impassable. 

41. Kothing, however, could long 
withstand the vigour of Napcleon and 
his followers. He stood on the spot till 
the most ragged parts of the ascei^t 
were widen^ by blasting the solid 
rock, or smoothed by pioneers; and 
when the men were exhausted, revived 
their spirit by himself working with 
the toolfl^ and exhibiting his old expe- 
rience as a gunner in surmounting the 
difficulty of draggii^ the cannon up 
the pass, Animated by such an ex- 
ample, end, the vigorous exertions of 
the succesrive mUmtudei who engaged 
in tbe task, fhs difficulties which the 
Prussian ganemhi deemed altogether 
ijisurmountahle were rapidly over- 


ascent imsstalili ’Cn^^y and 
artilleiy; ajid i«ddn%^ whole 
corps ojt h&oaiea, wltli witii gtms. and 
repost in erbwdud ar^ on 
the ridges and daidm of Iho 
The Imperial Q-uard, under Ijeffibviu, 
lay on its sunmdty Augereau on its 
1^ j Soult and received mdeie to 
march early in me morning before 
dayWeak to the ri^t^ in order to turn 
the enemy by his left, after the mm- 
bat was begun ; Hurat bivouacked dur- 
ing the night near Horubuig, but he 
was order^ up to Jena^ and was in re- 
s^e before the action was far ad- 
vanced; while Davoust and Beensdotte 
were directed to advance from Naum- 
burg, the first upon Apolda, in order 
to threaten the enemy s lear, the se- 
cond upon Dombi^, to out his 
retreat to the Prussian dominions The 
two armies now iay so near fhat their 
fires were within oantumrshot, and the 
lines of sentinels in communication 
the lights of the Pruseiani^ disperse^l 
over a space of six leagnea, threw a 
prodigious glow over the whole heavens 
to the north-west ; those of the French, 
concentrated in a small space,, illumi- 
nated the heights in the middle of tbeir 
position. Surrounded by 1)^ faithful 
Guards, t^e Emperor, after having des- 
patched his last orders to his mamalf^, 
wrapped himself in his cloak, and shar- 
ed the frigid bivouac of the soMiers on 
the^ummit of the Landgrafenbeig. 

42. At four in the mornihgof the 1 4tb 
he was already on horseback, and, sur- 
rounded by his generals, rode along the 
fiont of the line of Sachet's and Gazan't? 
divisions, which were first to be engag- 
ed, and were already under arma ** Sol- 
diers 1 *’ said he, “ the Prussian army is 
turned* as the Austrian was n year ago 
at Ulm ; it now only oombgia ^ secure 
the meane of retreat The eotpi which 
should permit itself to be brcAep would 
be dishonoured. Fear not its renowhed 
cavalry ; oppose to their charges firm 
squared and the bayonet** Loud accla- 
mations rent the air at these words : 
but the morning still dark; the 
first streaks of Smk only begin- 
ning to appear^ and a' thick cold fog 
obscured eveiyolgaftt aground. Burning 



with Imp the ttwalt* 

«d the hut 

lohg ho^ th^^w lU^ihiwlagip hut eltogei^ 

thcdrljim miniiepmd Ini^ the etUcfc^ «ed eom* 

^yi thoY9gh etiU l^btr md thejr not jbsg 

tlte 3ihtt|>wui|ffa4gedll» hl< teirehfug able to ixim gm Uiei^ : 

coluihne wp^ be lU Itic* udvauoed on Imk, nHth the loiis of twenty Pieoee of 
their mpeetlye roh^ «e to jiutify ofmnoi^ to the 
the QOmxKmceini^^ the aodon in Ihe g^and 4&Uf, Snohet 

he ghee the e^el lor the athu;^ wae of t|e %tn^ ipgportBhii^ :^r it 
HeanwM&thePnweiaiie^llttteew enabled tbe hen^ the oo* 

ing the tempest whiph wob About to Im^s, after from the 

burst on them, were aecurely reposing to extend thema^ea to tho ught and 
in their position, and# antieipatuig 4 left, and gain room for the eueepiBive 
day of ocunpletie rest on the 14th, had oorpa as they eame up to deploy* 
m^o no proriaion either for marobing Boused by the first diacWge of ,v%^ 
or battle Thie frtal seooxity had been anna in fronts Brinpe BohOi^cdid >1^ 
increased by the opinion generally en> through the mist l^headg^Ufftera 
tertalued atHohenloho’s headquarters, in the rear at Oapefiendorf h>war4a the 
that the bearer of the fiag of d^ruce who front ; but, confident that i| would 
had appeared at their advanced postp only prove a stem^, he said to 
on the preceding day, and had been oral HufiHqg, ** that froops fd^hld 
i'orwardod with Els ^patches to the remain quiet in their camp ^ ^t%fog 
king, brought proposals of peace, and had risen; and tlud^ if 
that nothing serious would be attempt- demanded it^ he ww^ moire fiwwArd 
ed till his answer was received. Their the division of ,<lrawei*\ as he. d^ not 
position was strong and admirably wish the Saxons to combat at all that 
chosen : secure from attack on cithm% day/’ Boon, however, messengem ar> 
fiank, and appi^iachable in front only lived in breathless h^te from the euV 
by nujrrow and steep defiles, in which, posts with urgent digianda fier Smlst- 
if the heads of the enemy’s columns ance, and Grawert was rapidly ad- 
were vigorously resisted hindered vanoed towards Vierzehn?Bi^igen to 
from d^loylng, horse, foot, ^d camion support Tauemcein, who there with 
would'^be jammed up- togethir, and the dif&oulty held has ground againsj^ the 
disaster iS Uohsnbnden might have im^tuous aiiaoks of Snehn^ ^|iCeSn- 
been twpaid with interest to the French while the whole army of t^t^^rossians, 
army. But the departure of the king alarmed by the sharp sM hiOWMimI fire 
with nearly two- thirds of the army, of musketry in their front# stood to 
and the total absence any prepare- their arms, ond reinforcements were 
tions for an attack on the pari of those sent to the points m advanoe which 
who remained, deprived them of the were mepaoed : but in sp^ of all their 
advantages which they in^ht othei*- exertions the enemy gained jpmund; 
wise have gained from this portion, the villsges of Closwits and ^£>spo^ 
and relieved Napoleon from a risk in at the foot the emfrenee on whuh 
the outsot of the campaign, greater, the lines of Hohenlohe were posted, 
|>erhap(V,<lhsn he underwent even dm*- were successively carried ; and all ^e 
ing changes which sigual- low grounds in front of his position 

isi^ its liite stsgeo. were filled with, troopa Still we mist 

Great was the sstonishmeut of was so thick as to 1^ almost impene- 
the Prussian outposts^ when, through trablo ; the oon^nding bodies oo^ 
the grey mist of the morning, they be- not see ^^aoh oth^r iiU they wore with- 
held the French bhfctalions dose upon in a few yardt* distance^ and ^undor 
them, and adveh^i;^ swiftly in*the cover cl this veik and in the toidst of 
finest order Thef mack the oonfiisioa arisit^ fiMi an iinet- 
however, a gallant Mfrtsno^ and pected attadt, the movomswta of the 
their utmost fr :|^ovent dm FVenoh, aissilante were completn^ defiles 



m KiHTOEt OF mmm Iohar tmt 


iixitd |HP$diaxis motcMnt^ 
yifkext tl]« l^0kd» ^ nugM; 

have hmi ibdraii \mk iiito iiba :^oxg«a 
hf a Yig^m atta^ as thoae of me 
Isfiperimtte had been at Hohenliaden^ 
for ever lost 

44. At length at nine o’clock, the 
increnaing rays of. the sun dispersed 
the fog, and his light shone foiih in 
nttoloaded brilliancy. Tfienl^aad not 
till then, the ProariauB perceived the 
full nsagnitude of the danger. On 
every side they were beset by assail- 
ants, no longer struggling through 
steep narrow gorges, but deployed, 
with ^1 tbeir cavalry and aitiliei'y, on 
the open expanse to which these led. 
Directly in their ^onfc, the whole corps 
of Lanncs, having made itself master 
of the villages at the foot of the Prus- 
sian position^ was preparing to ascend 
the slope on which the latter stood : 
immediately to the right, Key, and be- 
yond bhzi Soult, had already cleared 
the dedles, and Were drawn up in lihe 
or column on the open ground ; while 
Augereau on the left was pressing for- 
ward to turn their flank ; and the Im- 
perial Guard, wj^h Mumt’s cavalry, 
were stationed ivt reserve on the slopes 
of the Landgi*afenberg. Above ninety 
thousand men had outflanked on either 
skie, and were preparing to crush forty 
thousand, dba a strong* position, indeed, 
but totally inadequate to so desperate 
an en'couni^. Snrpiised, but not 
panic -struck, the Prussians drew up 
their lines in admirable order in the 
form of an obtuse triangle, with the 
apex in front, to avoid me danger of 
bring turned on their flanks ^ ai^d in- 
stmctions were despatched to Buchel, 
who, with the reeetre, twenty thousand 
strong, was at a short distance on thefi 
right, to hasten his march to the scene of 
actiom Before he could arrive, however, 
the battle bad commenced : the prepa- 
ratory movements were made on either 
side in the flnest style-^the French co- 
himns advancing, the Prussian re- 
tiring to their mosmn ground^ with all 
the precision of a flald-day. 

45. But though th^ stood their 
ground bravely, and received their 
assailants with a dose and well-direct- 
ed Are, the odds were too great to 


give any hop^ of auocfiss. Key, in- 
deed, whose impetuous^ coura^ led 
him to be^. ihf attack before ^ oo- 
lumiia wiSs properly euppoited^ pnd 
who had, by a charge of euhptriers, 
earned a battery of on 

an eminence, which severely griled hia 
sridieix, was fdr a few minuiei in im- 
minent danger. Th«h Pruarian cavalry 
Voke the French horse, and enveloped 
the infantry in such numhers as would 
inevitably have proved fatri to lew re- 
solute troops ; but the brave maxtthal 
instantly formed his men into squares, 
threw himself into one of them, and 
there maintained the combat by a roll- 
ing Are on all sides, till Napoleon, who 
saw his danger, sent severri regimenbt 
of horse, under Bertrand, who disen- 
gaged him from his perilous situation, 
i^ut on all other points the French ob- 
tained eai*ly and deoirive suecess. Ney, 
extricated from his difficulties, with an 
intrepid step ascended the hill, and 
after a sharp conflict carried the im- 
portant village of Yiearasehn-Hciii^n, 
in the centre of the Prussian position. 
In vain Hohenlohe formed the flower 
of his troops to regain the post; in 
vain these brave men advanced in pa- 
rade order, and with unshrinking flrm- 
ness, through a storm of musketry and 
grape ; thp troops of Dannes came up 
to Ney's support, and the French es- 
tablished themselves in such strength 
in the village as to render all subse- 
quent attempts for its recapture abor- 
tive. Emboldened by this miocess, 
Ney next attacked the rig^t of the 
I’niBsioD line towards Isserstadt, which 
Augereau with the French left had al- 
ready^ carried. A devouring fire ran 
along the whole right wing, and the 
French were for scjm© time tuTested by 
the intrepid resistance of their adve^ 
saries: but the odds were too great, 
and, despite of all thrir eForim, the 
Prusaiane were compelled to give 
ground in that quarter. But on ^e 
left of Yieraehn-Hefligen they obtained 
eome .a^^^Qtage : the& rtUmerous and 
magnificent cavalty made aeveral suc- 
cesdml charge on tka French infantry, 
when advancing on w open gi’ound 
beyond its enclosum^ several cannon 
were taken, and HOh^ohe for a short 
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time ottered himeelf with the liope of 
obtaimtig decisive sucoeBS. 

46. were itiihie ^te when 

the iipprotuili QfEuehwwitlf hifl corjpg,, 
twenty thottsand utroxig^ to the field ’Of 
battle, from «tbe rights confirmed 
PmsBian general in thm flattering an* 
tioipationa; andhe,deB|M^hed a pms* 
ing requeat to him th direct the bulk 
of his forces to the village of 'Tierzehqi 
Heiligen, already the theatre of such 
deaperate strife.* Thither^ aoeordmg* 
ly» ihe brave Prussian directed his 
Steps ; but before he could arrive at 
the decisive point, matters had eesen^ 
tially chang^ for 'the worse, and he 
came up sJtily in time to share and 
augment the general iniin. The lapse 
of time had now enabled the French 
to bring their immense superiority of 
force to bear upon the enemy at all} 
points : Soult, by a heavy and well- 
directed fire, had driven the cavalry 
from the field on their left ; while 
Lnnnes and Augereau, pressing them 
ut once in front and flank on thmr 
right, had forced back the infantry 
above half a mile. Emerging from the 
villt^cs which had been tno theatre of 
Kuch obstinate conflict, the French 
forces advanced with loud shouts and 
in irresiatiblo strength towards the 
Prussians, who, weakened and dispirit- 
ed, and in some places almost mown 
down by the terrible fire of their ad- 
versaries, were now yielding on all 
sides. Up to this time, however, theii’ 
retreat w*ie conducted in the most or- 
derly maimer. Napoleon saw that the 
decisive moment had aiTived, and fi*om 
his stistion on the heights in the rear, 
sent orders to Murat with the whole 
cavalry to advance and complete the 
victory. This terrible mass was irre- 
sistible. Fifteen thousand horse, fresh, 
unwearied) in the fineist array, animat- 
ed by , shouts of triumph which 
they he<u!d on all sides, bore down 

* At this crisis, HohonlolMn wrota to Rucbel 
—“It is lughly gratifyinff to me io^ioar at 
this mtinioui that ISscellency has ar- 
riveti to njy snppcit. Send all the throe you 
cjux to the. viUsgs.<>f..yiotiG«lm*Heiligen,^h6 
chief point of attack. , You are a brave xnau 
and em<'oi^ friend. At this moment wo beat 
tiie enemy at all pofnts ; my cavalry ties 
tured sumo of his ca3ii»0a.’'-*-J>un. xvt H4. 


w^th loud cheers on the retiring linea 
of the PrusaiftnA In am instant the 
ehange was visilfiA In vain their ca- 
valiy, so brilliant and elective in the 
early port of tbb day» strove to make 
head against the assailants, and cover 
the retreat of tike infimtiy and cannon : 
their horses^ wearied by eight hours of 
fightii^ or fitt%ue, were tmable to with- 
s^d we^eiSh squadrons and ponder- 
ous cuirassiers of Murat, and their 
overthrow contributed to the diaonder 
of ^e foot-soldiers. After a gallant 
reristanee, the lines were broken : 
horse, foot, and cannon pressed tuxaul- 
tuoualy together to the rear, dtqsely 
followed by the bloody sabres of Mfirat. 
In the general oonfus^n ill order was 
lost : the infantry and cavalry were 
blent together, the guns and caissons 
abandoned to the victors. 

47. In the midst of tfiis appallhtg 
scene, the columns of Kuohel, st^ in 
battle array, emerged through tb# ^dUd 
offugitivea to stem the^torrenifYtwas 
a movement extremely similar to the 
otrival of Besaix on the field of Maren- 
go : but he had to meet Napoleon, not 
Melas. The^sh tiyops, though ad- 
vandag in good ora«r, and with an 
undaunted countenance, were speedily 
assailed on all sides: an ephemeral 
advantage gained by %eir cavalry wts 
rapidly, in the ^isoider auecese, 

turned into disaster : they 

were charged With the by the 

Freimh grenadiers, in fiankiaitailed by 
an endless succession of'r MuraFs dear 
goons; the villages of Eomatedt and 
Capellendorf were strewed with their 
de^ ; and Buchel himself, while 
bravely animating hk men, was 
wounded in the breast by a musketi- 
ball, and carried ofi the field. After a 

t The rapid ebange for the worse in the pro- 
spects of the Prus&ians since he first ap- 
proached the field, may be discerned in the 
altered tone of the next letter despatched to 
him by Prince Hohenlohe — “ Ijoso not a mo- 
ment uk advancing with your as yet unbroken 
troops. Arrange :(bur columns so that 
through J\lur openings there lhay pass the 
broken bands of the lalttlo : be ready to re- 
ceive the charges of the enemy’s cavalry, 
which in the most (lirlous mSkiner rides on, 
profises anil sabres the fiigltives, and has 
driven itito one ctudhaed mass the infantry, 
cavalry, and arUllory/'-“Lucx?iiiWttil, E 157. 
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tonErtlf of ^ dwr^o% I fonurard detaolimwatB libo dfefik 

^\m jpow« 3 ^lbl leaenri^ ^^biijdk. iin #19^ of Koesseo-^fkii OmlBBiO^ wiildb 'wait 
ip^rowia «peedEy tokoa fdvaotW 

od tii^. iMtme of Ibe'day, Kwia l)fr(d;on» oa tine zoorai^ of tbo liw »d- 
and fdznoat; totaJlly loailMv Tiazoing from Soaxnbi^ 
ktod^ It was no longer a Izattle, but 4 Ida din^on% oarly owfid; «t]p<»][ this 
tna^acre. In finghtfal disorder tbe imfiortKut |uwi jlt tdac on that morn- 
wbode anny mbed like an impetuona ing, the Fienob maridud bad re^nd 
tment from the 6eld ; but nearly ^e an order from Hapideon,' dated fbree 
whole right wing was dht|ofF by the ^*eladk A.11., from hie biTouao m the 
rapidity of Soult's advance^ and made Landgtitfenberg, zn wMeh be axmounc- 
pxWters. Almost all the ariilleiy of ed Ms attention te afctaeac in ^a,v lew 
the fnisBmns was takcoi^ and the Vie* boam the Prussian army, wbi^. he 
torsentered Weimar pelhmel) with the imagined to he eoncentmted in his 
foptivea, at the distance of six leagues in>nt, and ordered Dayoust to march 
fySs^ ^e deld of battle* Behind that without loss of time upon Apolda, in 
town, on the road to Auerstadt, Hohen* order to fall upon tbeir rear, leaying 
lohe, at six o*c^ck, coEected twenty him the choke of his route, provided 
squadrons, whoi^ firm countenance till he took a part in tlie action* The des* 
nightfall gave some respite to the patch added : ** If the Prince of Pon- 
wearied foot -soldiers, now dispersed ^teoorvo (Bemadotta) is with you, you 
through th^ fields in every direction ; may march together; but tbe Emperor 
while Napoleon, according to his usual hopes that he %iU be already in tbe 
custom, rode over the bloody theatre pointion assigned to him at Domhurg/' 
of death, distrtbnting prizes to thbse Davoustinstantly repaired to the be^- 
who had most distinguished them- quarters of Bernadette, who at that 
selves, and giving directions for the moment was in communication with 
care and consolation of Ihe wounded* Ids coi^ in the neighbouiliood of 
48 . While this terribl| disaster was Kaumbaig, and showed him this or- 
befalling tbe uivted corps of Hohenlohe der, proposing that they should march 
and Buch^ the Iting of Prussia was together to Apolda ; Imt that ofSuer, 
combating und^r vexy difTerent dr- relying on the ambiguous expression 
«sinstances, but with Utile better sue- in the d^patch-^whioh indicated that 
on tbe plateau of AuEiisTADt. the Emj^ror ** hoped be would l>e in 
Little expecting any engagement on the position assigned ic him at Dorn- 
the morrow, this fine army, command- burg”--did not oonoeive himself en- 
ed by the Duke of Brunswick in per- titled to deviate from his previous in- 
son, had bivouadLed in close array structions, and set out with his whole 
around the village of that name ; the corps in the direction of that town. 
Queen was only prevailed on by the 49 . Left thus to his own resources, 
most pressing entreaties to retire lace Marshal Davoust notwithstanding be- 
in tbe evening, with a slender guard, to gau his march in the direction whicli 
Wdmar. Informed of the occupation Napoleon had assigned. His forces were 
of Naumburg by a considexabk force, considerable, amounting to twenty-six 
the Puke directed the division of thousand in^txy and four thousand 
Schmettau to occupy tbe heights of home-~-a body perfectly adequate to its 
Koeseen, and present themselves in destined task of faHing m wa rear of 
battle array before the enemy, whom the Prussian army, when d^eated. in 
he supposed to be at the utmost a few front b;^ Napoleon, but little ealeulat- 
thousand strong, wj^ils under their 00- ed to withstod theshodt of fifty thou- 
ver tbe remainder of the an^y leisnre- sand iiifrntjy and ten thousand cavalry, 
ly continued its ^mordh towards tbe whom tbe was leading in person 
&l>e. These orders were obeyed ; but toHhe eneounto, ^e Prussians, on 
Sohmettau'a division, contenting them* their side, were as prepared for 
selves with occupying the height hi an action ; and, dega^g their march 
the neighbourhood, negleeted to send | sufiSciently secuim % Schmettau s 
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diviflion tm hefghto of Koessem, [ gftrdinig . tiit iha Duke ef 

were in open iMunm ftod stxi^gg^ngj DriuiawieKi^ who eoimselled n 

adrauoin^ flfti tews;^ im balfc, eiid lormfti^ie^ of tke 

Rlbe^ whenmiddenl^^ arn^ lxi oiider m ibe roidct 

they were met on tlie pltdienu by oles»«ed liwey end the enetny^e foiee 
the vanguard of Devonst^ which had oonUd he .aeoeitmned^ continued the 
emerged from the long and ateep ea^^ attack by meana mer^y of ancoeBaive 
cent ao well known to traveUera who diviaiona aa they came np . to the 
visit that memorable dald« and wae al- ^ondL divisiona of Wartenale* 
ready drawn up In battle army on ita j ben and tl|e Trince of Orange were 
summit The thick mist whi^ here, ordered to pasa the defile of Aumtodt, 
as at Jena^ conoealed the movements where the road iima through a vdnd- 
of the opposing armies, prevented the ing hollow akirted with copBe«wood or 
troops seeing each other till they w^e rough slopes, a^d advance to the sup- 
only e few yards distant; and both port of the discomfited cavalry. The 
paitiea deeming their adversanes only fonner, who firstemsarged froita the de- 
an inoonsidcrabladetaehiuent, fell bm filcy was directed to asw the fiaidc of 
to coUeot forces to clear their advance, Gudin's division, which had advanced 
— the Prassians, to drive the enemy on the plateau beyond the viikjge of 
back again down the defile, mi4 secure Hassenhausen. At this moment the 
the fla& of the army from insult; the |mist was dissipated, and the sun shone 
French, to clear their front, and pur- in full brilliancy on thh splendid 
sue their route to ApoMa. squadrons and regular lines of the 

50. Speedily reinforced, both sides Trossiana 
returned to the chaige. Davoust sup- fli. The Buke of Brunswick put 
ported the sdvano^ guard by the himself at the head of the infantcyi and 
whole division of Oudin, with instruo- led them gallantly to the attack, while 
tions to maintain themselYes to the last bchmettsu and l&ucher pressed them 
extremity on the level space at the with their respective divisions of loot 
upper end of the defile, in order to gain and horse on uie opposite flanks. But 
time for the romaiuder of the corps to the binvo troops of Oudin, formii^ 
debouch; while the K-ing of Prussia, themselves into squares, resistod aU 
impatient at the check given to the the charges with unconquerable, resew 
march of bis army, ordered fclucher, lution ; and the nature of tht ground, 
with two ^oussjid five hundred bus- which permit^ the succeed ve divi- 
sars, to ride over the Sonnenbeig and sions to coma tip to the jsupport of 
clear the platea u of the enemy. IiitGe either side only by degrees^ ana by 
anticipating the formidable resistance the long and winding defile of Auer- 
which awaited them, the Prussian ca* stadt, the other dp the steep ascent of 
valry were thrown into disorder by the Koessen, rendered it impOfisible for 
close and steady fire of the French in- the Prussians to biing all thdr o^er- 
fanfcry, which S}i>ee4ily formed them- whelming force to bear at ouec upon 
selves into squares. Their cavalry die enemy, The conflict, therefore, 
werci indeed, overthrown by the over- more equal than might have been ima- 
whelmlng numbers of the Prussian gined, and most severe. The Fi^ch 
horse; but all ^eefibrts of that gallant troops, stationed behind the hedges, 
body, even when guided by the impe- enolosuFes, and garden- walls of Hasaen- 
tuosity of , Bhieherj were shattered hausen, k<^ up an uninterrupted and 
against the compact mass of Oudin’t murderous firs upon the enemy. The 
infantry, and the terrible disoharges of Buke of Brunswick was moitaily 
grape wMch lssu^ from his srlSilfliy. wounded by a ball m the breast w^e 
Surprised at tlm obstiiiMcy of the vesis^ leading on a diargeu - Schmettan cx- 
tanoe, the King# fdxmting the opinion peiienoed the same fate. Wartensle- 
of Marshal ICM^^doxf^ who insisted^ W had his horse idiot under him ; and 
that it was onl3^ w; dNmhed column the Prussians, discouraged by the loss 
which occasionndl w delay, and diare- of their leaders, wavered in m attack, 
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M/iiioby iniid« in Hn(»i and not in 
column, WAanot pressed witk ibe requi- 
site vigour. 'Still th^ terrible discbaige 
of and fire^anns contimied. 

0udin*e division bad lost neatiy half 
its ntunbers, and it uras evident they 
cotild not long maiutain their ^ound 
against their redoubtable and hourly 
increasing adveiuaries. . 

52. From this peril, *h<^ever, theyi 
were at length relieved by the arrival of 
the other divisions of Davoust’s army. 
Morand was the first who got U]^ the 
, defile. His troops, as they successively ; 
Arrived on the summit, drew up on the 
left of Gudin, towards the ^nnen- 
berg ; and shoitly after Friant, with his 
division, deboqched upon the right, 
and extended to the foot of the Speil- 
beig. The combat was now equal^ ov 
rather the advantage was on the sidd 
of the French, for their three divisions 
were superior in strength to those of 
Schmettau, the Prince of Orange, and 
Warten8leben,**to which they w’ere* op- 
posed. Prince William of Pnissia, at 
the head of a poweiful body of cavalry, 
which had surmounted the Sonnenbeig 
and arrived oil the French left, furi- 
ously assailechiJVforand’s division im- 
mediately after it formed ; but these 
veteran troops, with ad miiuble coolness, 
liirew thenu^elves into squai-ep, and 
with rapid dihcharges received the re- 
peated and impetuous attacks of the 
Prussian horse. In vain these gallant 
cavaliers, with headlong fury, drove 
their steeds up to the very muzries of 
the French muskets. In vain they rode 
round and enveloped their squares . 
ceaseless was the rolling ffire which 
issued from those flaming waltf : im- 
penetrable the hedge of bayonets which 
the frimt rank, kneeling, presented to 
their adtancea The heroic devotion 
of Prince 'William in vain led them 
again and fgainto the charge ; still the 
fitu continued, still the bayonets re*- 
mained firm. At length he himself 
was wounded, hal:^his followers were 
.stretched on the field, and remain- 
der sought refuge in disorder, partly 
on the heights of the Sonnenbeig, 
partly in the enclosures of 2!luUa. 

5S. While this desperate conflict was 
going on on the left of Hasseahausen, 


the division of Friimt had debouched 
flrom the defile, extended itself on the 
ground itf right, and chased the 
enemy who assailed it back to the vih 
lage and heights of SpeUbeig, which 
were speedily oatTied. The left of the 
PrussianB was thus threatened; but 
H was not there that the principal 
danger lay. The progress of Morand 
• on their right was much more alarming. 
On that side, not content with repuls- 
ing the furious attacks directed against 
them, the French had now assumed 
the offensive, and were rapidly pressing 
forward to -the heights of Sonneubeig, 
ftom whence tiieirguns would command 
the whole field of battle, and render 
untenable the position of tbe Prussian 
reserves, wbicb bad bitherto taken no 
part iu4he action. Sensible that tbe 
battle was irrecoverably lost if these 
important heights feU into the hands 
of the enemy, ihe King put himself at 
the head of a chosen body of troops, 
and bravely led them to the charge. 
Bui if tbe attack was gallant, the de- 
fence was not less obstinate : Horami 
himself was to be seen at the bead of 
his regimeuts, and for some minutes 
the balance quivered. Insensibly, how- 
ever, the French gained grouiul, knd 
at length their artillery, digged up to 
the san|mit of the heights, was placed 
in battery, and opeqed such a tremeu- 
dous fire of grape canister upon 
the enemy’s cohimne, as complied 
tkeir discomfiture in that quarter ; and 
with the blot>d -stained Sonnenberg, and 
the village of llehausen, the whole left 
of the field of battle fell into the hands 
of the invadera. 

54. The experienced eye of Marshal 
Davoust now told him that the moment 
for striking the decisive blow had ar- 
rived. The heights at Kckarteberg 
commanded tbe line of the enemy's 
retreat, as those of Sonnenbetg did tbe 
field oif battle : by moving forward 
his centre and seizing that important 
point their defeat would be rendered 
complete, and all possibility of their 
rallying planted. Thither, aewrd- 
k^ly, Gudiofa division advanced, driv- 
ing before tbAta tbe broken remains of 
Schmettau's and Ws^nsleben’s divi- 
sions, wbicb bad lost nearly half their 
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mimberB during the aaoguittanr etrifo 
in which they laid been engageii But 
the Pruasians made one ftiloirt more to 
regain the day. Th«ir ^rokan battel- ^ 
ions, which hod retired 6rom the field, 
were rallied under cover of the powers 
ful reserve commanded by Kalkreoth, 
who aBsamed the direction upon Hoel- 
lendorf being wounded ; ihia oonaisted. 
of two divieions which had hitherto 
taken no part in the actioni and were 
placed in front; while the whole cav 
ally, re-formed under Bluchei^s orders, 
^va^ posted in a second line immediately 
iJehind the infantry, to take advantage 
of any hesitation wltidh mig^t appear 
in the enemy’s columns, Wewi^ by 
a moming’s marcb and four hoara* 
hard fighting, the Frenth soldiers had 
now to withstand the shock of fifteen 
thousand fiosh troops, to whom they 
had no corresponding reserve to oppose. 
Had the quality of the^troops on the 
opposite sidea been equal, this power- 
ful addition to the enem/s forces, at 
such a moment, must have proved de- 
cisive : but nevertheless Hiey were 
totally defeated ; and this last sucoess 
pvit the keystone to the arch of Mar- 
shal Davoust’s fame. Though strongly 
lasted on an eminence, and protected | 
by the fire of a powerful battery, they 
were charged with such intrepidity by 
Gudin’s division, supported by 4 part of 
Fiiant’s* that they were driven from 
their position with the loss of twenty 
pieces of cannon. At the same timp, 
Morand repulsed an attack against the 
troops which he had stationed on the 
heights of Sonnenborg : the artilleiy, 
from that commanding position, cai^ 
ried death through all Qie ranks of the 
enemy ; and at length his gallant forces 
descended from the eminence, and, car- 
lyingnllWoire them, drove the reserves 
opposed to their advance through the 
defile of Auerstadt. Thither Blucher’s 
cjivalry followed the retreating ool- 
timns ; the Guards still kept their 
ranks, and retired in good order in open 
?<qnare, and by their firm countenance 
enabled ihe bixiken infantry to rally at 
a distance tVom the field of batUc, 
wliere PaVoust reposed amidst his 
heroic followers. , 

55. The King of Frussia, who, during 


mi-' 

tbis diswstrci^ bad^anileBted the 
coolneoa.abd intrepidity, 
imd^dxhdng tibe i^peated charges which 
he made at the beid of hie troops, had 
lost two horses’k^Ued under him, gave 
directaona for the army to retreat in 
the direction of Weimar, intending to 
fall ba<^ on the corps of Prince EoW- 
lohe, of whose disaster he was sUll 
ignorant. Bht u the troops, in extreme 
dejection, imd with little order, were 
fohowing the great road which leads to 
tha|: place, ihey were suddenly startled 
in the twibght by the tight of on ex- 
tensive line of bivouac fii'es on the 
heights of Apolda. These lights were 
made by the chips of Bemadi^te, who, 
adhering to his origmaHnstructions to 
march to Bornburg, had arrived in this 
position, after passing tliat towni late 
|n *the evening, an<^ ignorant cf the 
combats which had taken* place, was 
preparing to fall on the r«m of the 
Prussian army on the following dsj^. 
Histoo strict adherence to the lett^ of 
the orders he had received deprived 
him of the glory qf sharing in either 
battle, endangered Bavoust’s corps, and 
had well-nigh cost him his own life, 
from the indignation o#Jhe Emperor 
but, nevertheless, this sudden appa- 
rition of u fresh corps of unknown 
strength upon the fiank of their line 
retreat at that namely hcur, com- 

* Napoleon’s aagor si Beriiadotte, cm "ac- 
count of kls not supportiiiig Bavoust, and 
Ukiug* a share iu tlte battle of Auerstadt, 
knew BO boxaicls. ‘ ' If I should send him to 
a c^mncil of war," said ho, “notliing could 
save him from boin^f shot, t will not speak 
to him on tlic suldoct ; but 1 will let hint see 
what I thimk of his conduct. Ho has too 
much honour pot to l>e aWure himself that bo 
has committed a disgracoftil action.’* In 
truth, however, Napoleon bad no sufficient 
frrouuds for this ebullition. If Beniadotto 
did not take a part in the action, it was bo- 
cause his own latest instructions es; pressed 
a hope that he should go tu Borabunr rather 
than Harcii toward Auerstadt with Bavouet. 
Had ha violated these instruotlons, and, in 
consequence, the Prussian army had escaped 
by JDoraburg:. its Batumi and most probable 
line of retreat, wlmteicfeneo could Berna- 
dotte have qfibred for his conduct? “I was 
piqued,’* said that marshal, “ to be addressed 
in the laiiguage ofauthority by Darrmst ; Wt 
I did my duty. I^t the Emperor accuse me 
if ho pleases, I will answer him. I am a 
Gascon, but he is still more so.”— B our- 
fUCKNB, vii 161 , 162 . 


araroRY of soRora 



HISTORY OF EUROFSS* 


S70 

^Ued jPr^pBiaiiA to ctoagfl^ tiidir 
^eoiiion fiad w>a^doa !l^e grea^TO^ 

56* About tbe 9m» Itea, obscure 
run^ottm begen to eiroiil«.te tbxougb 
t^e maka of a diateuiter 63;|>wieuced 
cm the tame day at Jena; and soon 
the ai^pearanoe of fugitives from 
Hobctdohe’s and Rubbers corps, 6y^ 
in the utmogb baste across tbe line 
which, the troops retbini' with the 
King wens folfowing, annoonced but 
too csrtainly the magnitude of the de- 
featsustsdned in that quarter. A gene- 
ral consteiiiatiou now seized the men 
—despair took possession of the dnuest 
hearts, as the cross-tide of the battal- 
ions flying from Jena mingled in in- 
creasing numbem with the wreck which 
had survived we of Auerstadt. 
The confusion became inextricable, the 
panic universal Infantry, cavalry, aaid(jj 
artillery dtibanded, anA leaving their" 
guns, horsea, and ammunition waggons, 
fled in mingled disorder across the 
fields, without either direction, com- 
mand, or rsllying point. The King 
himself narrowly escaped being made 
prisoner during the tumult and horrora 
of the night; and it was not till flte 
in the mornin^/^hat, by a long circuit, 
he arrived at bommerda, where he re- 
ceived the oflloiai news of the melan- 
gb<>ly disaster at Jena, accompanied by 
the letter, ofiering ^n accommodation, 
so insidiously despatched by Kapoleon 
the daj'^ before that great victory. 

57. Such were the astonishing battles 
of Jena and Auerstadt, which, in a 
single day, prostrated the strength of 
the Prussian monarchy ; and did that 
in afewhoum which the oomlj^ned might 
of Austria, Russia, and France, in the 
Seven Tears* War, had been unable to 
eifeoh The subsequent disasters of 
the campaign were but the completion 
of this great calamity — ^the decisive 
strokes were given on the banks of the 
Saale. The loss of the Prussians was 
prodigious : !in the two fields there fell 
nearly twenty thousand killed and 
wounded^ besidm Neatly as many pri- 
soners; and two hundred ^pieces of 
cannon, with twenty-flv^ standards, 
were taken. Ten thousand of the 
killed and wounded fhll at Auerstadt^ 
an honourable proof that, ifhil||taation 


[caap. xm. 

led them intbv tbe $bl4| valbu^ inspired 
them when tbswe* ITbr Vas that victory 
bloodlm to the oemqnhrors : their total 
loss was^fburfebU' thousand men ; of 
whom seven^ thousand five hundred 
belonged to Bavonst’s oorps^ strikmg 
indication of the dauntlem int^pidity 
with which they had fought Hapo- 
leon,* with his ususl disregard of truth, 
oalM his whole loss in both battles 
fotxT thousand, little more than a fourth 
pwt of its real amountt ‘ 

** |7apol6ou*s oi&dal account of the battle 
of Jena* lu the fourth bulletin of the cam- 
paign* is charaotorised by that exiraonij- 
nary intermixture of truth and falsehood, 
and that unfiailing jealousy of any gonei'ul 
who appeared to mt^ere hla reputa- 
tion, which In one who oould so well afford 
to be geaerouain that partloular, is a mean- 
ness in an especial manner reprehensible. 
Davousi was the real hero of tlie day* Since, 
with thirty thousand men* ho had defeated 
the King of Pru^ia in person* at the head of 
idxty thousand. His own achievement in 
overthrowing forty tbousautl or. inoluding 
fluchei* sixty thousand with ninety thou- 
sand vneteran troops* including the whole 
cfivalry of Murat, is nothing in comparison. 
Nevertheless* he represents the action as nil 
fought in one held , speaks of the enemy, 
eighty thousand strong, as being oomtoand- 
ed by the King aud the Duke of Brunswick 
in person, and after dilating fhUy on hts own 
achievements, dismisses the wonderful ex- 
ploits of Davoust In the following words:— 

On our right, tlie cMn>8of Marshal l>av<mst 
pcrform^i prodigies. Not only <64 he keep 
in check, nut mamtained a running fight for 
three leagues ^rith the bulk of the enemy’s 
troops, v^o were seeking to debou<^ on the 
side of Koeesen. That Mandial hasdisplayoii 
aK>ke the distinguished bravery and firmness 
of character which are tlie first qualities of a 
warrior. He was seconded by GeneraU 
Qudin. Friant. Horand. Baultanuo, chief of 
the staff, and by the rare intrepidity of his 
brave oorpa” Who could imagine that it 
was the glorious battle of Auerstadt which 
was here narrated t The injustice to Da- 
voust is so manifest that it Is admitted even 
by the eulogists of Napoleon.— Bionow, v. 
487, 488 ; and FourtA MmUtvi, 1808, in Camp. 
dalaSaie^L 265. 

t Davoust’s loss at Auerstadt was 270 of- 
ficers and 7200 privates, killed and wounded. 
Of those 184 ofoeers and S&OO privates be- 
longed to Gudin's division of 7000 men : m 
other worda more than a half of that baud 
of heroea had fallen. This was the bravest 
action fought by the French troops during 
the whole aentast ; but the valour both of 
the corps and tha division was inferior to 
that dli^yedlw the Boglish In more than 
one actioa of PenUuniiar war, if the 
number of Idltsd and wounded, a fair test 
with anniei bf^ of Whiob have been victori- 
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ever, $, part ifi’tkedShcte 

which mthnetely iewBjd iheae 
memorahle battles, Tift ^hsiiitera m* 
BeqLuent on the retreat bf the Prustians 
exceeded anytb^g hi^erte rco<n?ded 
iu modm mstoiy, and wm e<^ndded 
only by the .still greater caukiiaefl 
which follbired the fiighi from Water^ 
loo, Ko provision had been made ibr . 
Buch a contingency ; no rallying poinr | 
assigned^ no hne of mareh preeoribed, 
no magamnee ooHocted. The eztraor* 
cUnkry mroumatanoe of the four prin- 
cipal generals of the anny^the Duke 
of Bnmswtd^ Marshal Moellendoi^ 
General Sohmettan, and General Bn- 
chel — being killed or disabled by 
wounds, left the confhsed moss of 
fugitives without a head* Jhe nn- 
p£^leled calamity of the survivors 
h'om two dif^nt defeats, experienced 
on the same day, crossing each other, 
and becoming intermingled during the 
horrors of a noctxmial retreat, rendered 
it impossible for them to know whose 
<>rder8 were to he obeyed. Thus, when 
morning dawned on the scene of min, 
the soldiers from the three armies of 
Buchel, Bohenlohe, and the Duke of 
Brunswick, collected, as chance threw 
them together, in disorderly groups, 
and, inspired only with a common 
panic, dw in different direiAions, as 
accident or intc^gence guided their 
stepa Vast numbers of stragglei’s wan- 
dered at large through the fields, or 
hurried, with so little knowledge of tne 


country, from the scene of danpr, 
that, Instead of avoiding, they rushed 
headlong into the jaws of the enemy. 
It is in the extraordinary confusion 
arising from this disastrous xetmt, 
and the terror which seieed the minds 
of both officers and men at 'findmg 
themselves thus huddled together with 

ous, i« taken as a criterion. At *Ealavers, 
out of l$,d00 Kaglish soldiers, S(M)0 were kill- 
ed and wounded ; nearly the same propor- 
tion os fell of the rietors at Auentadt : but 
atAlbiKjra, oUief 7000 Slngfish trnop^ only 


1500 were unwoonded j 
fight ; and 8481 red-eoats t 
out of a Ibrco of nati^ “ 
iiig 20,000 

pijEB's PeHiender pkr;: . 
LTKOToa’s .4mvi>U' 

JFaterloo, Am. 


dose of the 
at Waiorioo, 
‘■net exeevd* 
L iTt; C- 
sij wM w*v 

^ Chiron, 


soldf^,, to whom , they , ^ere perfect 
that the trim cause of the 
nnpsMaML disastm which followed 
the battle of Jeba is' to be foun^ 

Tire eftbet of the: gei^riTfd con- 
sfcematkm wl^t prwaiied speedy 
appeared in mo fiste wifich befell the 
fragments of the . mighty a^y. Six 
thousand almost without 

leaders, had tswsp lefbge, the day «fter 
the battle,'^ Mrfur^, Whose Ombat- 
Ued walls and almost inacoeaaihle dlta- 
dels promised the thetuis of at least a 
temporary defsnoa It contashed also 
tho j^asd park aind reserve artillery 
afccMpes of the army, with the gfeafcer 
part of its camp ^uipage^ ^ther 
also the Fiince of Orange, kfaxehal 
BCoellendor^ aud a g|eat number of 
the wounded of distinetjbn, besides 
^seven tibousand private soldiers, also 
wounded, bad b^n conveyed. Sttih, 
however, Was the terror of the goym^ 
nor at ^ding himself thus suddenly 
overwhelmed by a ma^s of wounded 
and stragglers, mcapable of indii^ in 
the defenc^ but who would speedily 
consume his slender stock of pron* 
bIodb, that he thought the best thing 
he could do was to n^|ptiate a eapiiu- 
ktion, on condition tnat the offioeni 
should retire on their parole into Prus- 
sia, and the private men remain pi^ 
soners of war. Qn these terms the 
place surrendered, and with it four- 
teen thousand men, includingtho dying 
Marshal Moe^endorf and the Prince of 
Orange; a hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon, and immense military stores, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. 

60k Bohenlohe, who had retired, 
covering the retreat of the fugitives 
beyond Weimar with a considerable < 
body of cavalry, in good order, at 
nightfall on Bie 14th found himself so 
completely overwhelmed by the crowd 
of stragiders who attached themselves 
daring night to his squadrons, that 
by degrees his array melted away; 
and it was only by making frequent 
circuits, and reputedly crossing the 
fields, ihdt he was enabled to reach 
Demstedt at seven on Ihe following 
momimg, at the head of sixty bome- 
mrni. On the day following, the Bing, 
who had arrived at Sondendumsen, ao- 
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oomp^ied only by bis aideB-de-daxap» 
confeb^d command of all ib« 
troops wblob Jkad ooxnbatod at Jena 
and Anerstadt tipon Prince Hobenl6b,«i 
witili tb/S escq^ption of the two divieione 
under tbe owrs of Kalkreutb, the re- 
eerre at tbe latter battle, wlu<^ it a’aa 
tbou^bt would still be ^ eom^ sort of 
order; but in the general oonfosiou 
tSiis mvps had dispereed#liile the rest, 
and there remained only e%ht battal- 
ions around his standaid. Magdehuzg 
was assigned as the rallying point to 
the amy, within the almost impreg- 
hatde walls of whieh fortress it was 
hoped the wreck of its once mighty 
array could be reorganised, and a de- 
fensive struggle maintained till the 
arrival of the Russians from* the Vis- 
tula, and of the reinforcements which 
were collecting in the interior of the , 
kingdom- t Thither accordingly the 
King repaired, attended only by a few 
horsemen, to make preparations for 
the reception q{ the army ; and there 
he was quitted by the British envoy, 
Lord Morpeth, who, seeing no chance 
of diplomatic ooncems being attended 
to amidst the general confusion, re- 
turned to London, to render an account 
to his bewildered cabinet of the extra- 
ordinary events w'hich he bad witnessed 
^ the outset of his mission. 

Cl, But if there ^as any one thing 
more than another m which tbe genius 
of Napoleon shone prominent, it was 
in the vigour and ability with which 
he follow^ up a beaten enemy. The 
present was not an opportunity to be 
lost of displaying this essential quality 
of a great general. Without an instant’s 
delay, therefore, he prepareef to pursue 
the extraordinary ^vantages ho had 
gained. From all parts of Geramny 
his forces had been assembled to one 
point, in order to strike the decisive 
blow. That done, the next object was 
to disperse them like a fan over the 
conqueii^d tcrritoiy, to carry every- 
where the impression of their victory, 
and the terrors of their arms. Ou the 
night after the battle, Neiwleon, in- 
st^ of retiring to rest, sat up dictate 
ing orders to all tbe cor^ of his army 
for the directions they were to follow 
in pursuing the enemy. On tbe ex- 


tremn right, Bernadoitte, whose nume- 
rous oorps was still unttnehed^ receiv- 
ed orders to advance from AixAda to 
Keustftdt/p^io cdt oif the Une of retreat 
fiH>m Weimar to Naumburg, and so 
I shut out the am^ from the great rood 
I to MSgdebuxg. Davoust wsato 
I to Haumburg to hold that important 
post, and keep himself in r^dxnwto 
' debouch on the Elbe before the mem^ 
'^ould arrive there ; Soult was to move 
I on Buttelstadt, the point in rear of the 
holds of baiUe, where the greatest 
! number of fugitives had assembled ; 
Murat and Key to match direct upon 
I Erfiirth, and reduce that important 
I place : while Lannas and Augereau 
I were dii'eoted to take a position In ad^ 
vanoe of Weimar ; and the Imperial 
I Guard qpd Napoleon’s headquartei's 
Jwere transfeiTftd to that tovrn, iTie 
[general object of Napoleon in these 
movements was, that while the corps 
of Soult, Murat, and Key, pursued the 
broken remains of the Prussian army 
to Magdeburg, those of Bemadotte, 
Lannea, Bavoust, Augereau, and the 
Guard, under his immediate orders, 
should cross the Elbe at Barby, Dessau, 
and Wittenbeug, and, moving upon 
Berlin and Spandau, intercept tbe line 
of retreat of tbe Prussians to Stettin 
and the Oder. This was the more easy, 
as the K ’ench held the chord of the 
arc along which the Prussians had to 
move. 

62. Soult was the first who came up 
wUh the enemy. At Greussen his ca- 
t-aliT reached the retiring squadrons 
of Kalkreu Ill's division, which alone 
pi'cserved any semblance of an army. 
That general proposed a suspension of 
aims, in order to gain time, declaring 
thnt he knew an armistice had been 
concluded, and for the purpose of ar- 
ranging its con<litions repaired to the 
advanced poste in order to a confer- 
ence with the French general. The 
terms, as might be expected, could not 
be agreed on. The statement was made 
in pei;fect good faith, under the im 
press! on founded on the letter from 
Napoleon iOphring an accommodation, 
written thCyday before, but not jrecoiv- 
ed till the n%||t after the battle ; and 
it gave the Frixssian commander ishmre 
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to caude a eonaMemble'part of his action Wl hot shared ih ,the ptmed- 
forcos to dsfiJh in safety to the, t^r. ing def^ : nivtwilhstihlilm the great 
ISnraged at tm^ng hii^aE thi» ov:er' BuperiO£% of force oh ^ piaH of the 
reached, Bemlt, the mAneniP the eont French^ they xnade a IhaTe .i^Bietance ; 
ferenbee were broken off, attacked ^e and xnfjiiht/be seen xhat ele- 
Pi*asei^ rtar*guard posted in ^nt menta of euoaiiUMi eiiatedlti their army 
of Grba»«en,Tvmoh, fd&rashortj^^ had ihey be^ opposed by lees, or 
£tnc0, ^*ae cut to jKeees, end the vietoe guided % grba^r ability ^ Aeai^ed 
entered that town peil-meli with ^e with the ptmoet impetuo^ty by the 
vantpushed Following up hie sucoese^ vanguard ^ Ihe BVencb, under Du< 
the French marshal, early the follow- pout, at Paasendon^ they were driven 
ing morning, resumed the pursuit, and in haste back to islands in jthe 
came up with the enemy at Kordhau- Saale, over which the road passes ; but 
Hen, where they were again defeated in that defile they stood firm, and, sop- 
with the loss of twenty pieces of cannon, ported by a cloud of light troops wno 
and three thousand men Unable, from lined the dikes on either hand along 
want of piwisions, to keep his men tlje mai';^ of the stream, long with- 
togethor, and having no other means stood their assailants, #nd debarred all 
of escape to any part of his forces, the access to the gates. After an obstinate 
Prussian geuei’al divided his troops , resistantife, however, a column, of gre- 
into two bodies, with instructions tofnadiers, headed by Bupopt him^olf* 
follow different routes to Magdeburg, rushed across the hridg^ carried the 
An almost tcitol disperifton immediate- guns which enfiladed Siem ; aa<i^*ra- 
ly followed this order. The stragglers pidly pursuing their success, pushed on 
came into that fortress by companies, ancf made themselves tnasters of 
squadrons, (md groujjs of single men in town, 

hardly any array ; and thus was the 64. The Prussians had now no alter- 
disoigaaisailion of the only divisions of' native to gain time for the retreat of 
the mmy which still pi'e^aerved their their main body to Mggdeburg, but to 
ranks rendi'red complete wthin three prevent as long as possible the French 
tlays after the battle. Collecting pri- trooi>s from debouching from the gates, t 
sonars at every step, Soult continued on its opposite side : and the gallant 
rapidly to advance, and on the 21st his efforts of the Duke of Wdrtembei^ 
vanguard reached the Elbe, ana planted long delayed the®# at that important 
their victorious standards around the point ; but at lepgth the increasing 
walls of Magdeburg. numbers of the French, and the mur- 

63. A more important action awaited derous fire of the artille^ which 4^ey 
the anna of liemadotte. Tliis able brought up and planted on the ram- 
ohief, wlmae too literal adherence to the drove the rrivelans frnm their 

letter of his inrtnictions had deprived M^fci^holds in the gardens and walks 
him of his share of the laurels of Auer- of we etburbs, and enabled the 
atadt, was burning with anxiety to columns to issue from the gates, 
achieve some exploit worthy of the Charged while retreating in open 
deeds of his comrades and his own re- square along the level plain, the Pms- 
nown, when fortune threw the wished- sians, during a running fight of four 
for opportunity in his way. Prince leagues, sustained severe loss from the 
Eugene of Whrtemberg, who command- enemy, and lost newly their whole 
ed the Prussian reserve, fourteen thou- artillery. Still they combated with 
sand strong, stunned by the intelli- heroic resolution, and yet kept their 
gejice of the diasstere of the army at ranks, when the puisuit ceased on the 
Jena, was preparing to make th^best approach of night Then the combat 
of his n ay back to Mogdebn^ and the temiuated on the right bank of the 
Elbe, when he was b^t np kU sidfe river ; but on the left bank a greater 
at Halle by the corps i^l .E^adotte. disasterawsited the allied arms. Thcne 
The Prussians who wer^'l^^sti^ht into thousand Prussians hadbroken up from 
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to joiii tW 'iDUdtt Iwjdy jesey^# 
at Sfllii, i|«ior«at of ^ 
ittou oC town by Frettc!^ »U 
bxto t^eixaa^Gf wiob fo^« 

tb# they itaiost oR «itli«r kuled 

oaf pritiOtt^fiOL , Hoinottrable ab 

tto affair was to tbe FruMians, it aug- 
mentod iu an aiarminf ^egi^ea toe 
daitgerB of tbe army by difisipating Ite 
last regular oorpB ; four thousaad pn- 
eoucms *md thirty pieces of caunoii re- 
maiaaed in the bands of the vic^s, 
whose loss did not exceed twelve hun- 
dred men ; while the broken ^mains 
of the Taaqmshed crossed the Elbe at 
Bassau in such haste, thtt thev were 
unable compleh ly to bum the bridge 
behind them, which was speedily 
stored by the French, who establish^^ 
themselveSrin force on tlie right bank, • 
and drew their posts round Magde- 
burg. - 

65. Meanwhile the other ^ corps of 
the atmy continued their triumpKant 
progress, wilh hardly any opposition, 
through Saxtmy. Four days after the 
battle of Aoerstadt, Marshal Davoust 
took posseesiois of Leipsic : strange 
coincidence, tiiat the French 
♦should for the first time enter that 
city on the very day on which, seven 
J ears afterwards, they were there to 
experience so terriol© an overthrow . 

' Napoleon gave testimony of the ^t)r‘ 
ous warfare which be was about to 
commence against English commerce, 
by there issuing an edict* of extraordi- 


mty severi^ sgalnst Britiish m^rebsm’ 
disa. Bapimy following up b^ suc- 
two days aft^w^s, 
imched Wittenberg, at the v^ry time 
that tbh retiring Frussia^ w0i^ pre- 
paring to blow bp its gre^^ 
ftielBlbe^ the IVehnb grenadiers, rushed 
so rapidly over it^ tlSat the enemy had 
not time to set fire to the train, and 
ithusthatimpertentpssssgeiyassecured. 
On the same day, Lannes made hhn- 
Self master of the passage at 
Thither Napoleon followed with hw 
Ouards three days afterwards j snd, 
regarding the capture of Berlin as 
certain and a secondary object, he al- 
ready began to give dimstions, for the 
march of his troops from the Elbe to 
the Oder. Bavoust’s corps was pushed 
ou toWi.rds that capital — Napoleon 
having pei*mitted, a reward for his 
tronscendant heroism at Auei*stadt, 
that his corps' should be the first to 
enter the capital of the fallen monarch, ’t 
66. Such was the rapidity of the 
French advance, that they arrived 
rrmnd Magdeburg before a large wr 
tioB of the broken Prussians had taken 
refuge within its walla. Napoleon ww 
clearly the importanc© of aixnimblating 
tis large a number as possible of thesoe* 
my in a situation where it wfts e^fd^t 
they would ei-e long become w |n- 
souers, and therefor© h© gave orders tto 
leave the entrance to the place open, and 
dispersed his cavalry in all directions 
to drive the stragglers into that devoted 
t Murat’s horsemen in consc- 


* ** Your city.” said Napoleon, is kacjva 
throughout Burt>po aa thu prindpal dep^ wf 
Buffffii merchandise, and on teat 
the©aemymo8t dangerous to 
Emperor and King 

fouy?Lid.twenty ho^irs iniruedmtoly follow- 
ing this uotiheation, every banker, mcrcimu^ 
or ^ufiMsturer. having in his possession 
Kiy lauds <ft< prodmie Qf mant^fa^ 

SJm. vSrther tW belong 
iaeUDTiHi/oreiffn sball declare tlioir 

amount in a register appointed tor that spe* 

Mini 2 As soon as these returns 

^^ed, domiclUary visits 
Situ Xl© w all^rhother they hare de* 

Sd^r^to coiiipaw the ^to« with 

the stock in hand to ascertoin i^^xsctoem, 
and puniiih by .mUltary cacewtiew wjy 
tempt at frond or eono^lm^t. 

;h?Ewest General Matou^x^ eaoltam. 

What a deplorable abuse of Victory . — 
imMAS, xvi. 225. 


VV MJivV 

fortresB,t Murat’s horsemen in consc- 

, Bornudotte was unavoidably detained a 
day longer than ho wasordp^vd in marching 
to the Elbe, and in coiiBequcuco did not 
cross that rtver till the 5 !Sd and 24 th, in- 
stead oftlie 21 stand 22 d, liefore which umc 
the corps of the Duke of Wttrtember^ had 
defiled through Magdeburg, and waa in full 
I march for the Oder. This escape of a con- 
siderable part of too best organised corps of 
I the ymsMons excited to toelnghost degree 
' the indignation of Napoleon^ who took oo^- 
sion bitterly to reproach him ■with this de- 
lay 08 well asivith bis conduct th not march- 
mg with Davwxst to Auemtsdt. Already were 
tolic fieen the germs of that mutual discon- 
tent which, seven years afterwards, on those 
very plalna brought Bernhdotte in ara« 
olotnst Fmioh Emperor on tho nold oi 
li)pslc.--Bj«b*o», Vi. 9 i puhAB. xri. 230 
1 " Msgdelmtg/’ toid Napoleon, Is a net 
where hit toe isolated men who have wander- 
ed about since the battle may bo taken . h e 
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inuudated the a^fteent jplaim ; 
aad t}i6 gaxti#Q of the tQwa» ill |fSO- 
videdwm eut^istence. 
to l^eL the pftDge of hmuper ftota tihe 
multituda of iieelew eoldm who were 
dn:^ei3Ltoitejdioltex;. SdimooDedtofiir^ 
render by marehel Soult^ the goyen^or 
rei^lied, tbei he hoped to gain the e»* 
teem of the beeiegeie an nonouieUe 
defence ; bnt the cc^osian of the gar-.^ 
rieon, aM Che evident dieootuegement 
of the mnltitiides of izwulated men who 
thronged round the gatee, rendered it 
more than probable that hie reaiatanoe 
could not m prolonged for a very long 
period H<^enlohe« deepairing of pre- 
venting the Investment of theplace with 
BO diaoigeiueed a wreck a» wee collected 
witbux its wells, and aware that the 
want of provisions would soai]fttiom[ 
its surrender^ resolved to depart with 
all the forces which still maintained 
the appearance of ordei^ and make for 
the great line of fortresses on the Oder ; 
but such was the universal confusion 
which prevailed, that he could only 
collect fifty battalions ,and a hundi'ed 
and sijK^y squadrons in a state to keep 
the field With these he departed on 
the day following, leaving fifty skek- 
ton battalions, ha^y containing in all 
twelve, thousand combatants, within 
the walK 

fi T,' tTpop leaving M^deburg,^ohen- 
Ioh& abandoning Berlin to its fate, made 
for Stettin, situated near the mouth of 
ilte Oder, by the route of Spandau. But 
when he drew near to the latter place, 
he received mlelligenco that on that 
very day it had capitulated to the first 
summons of the advanced posts of the 
cavalry umier Murat, and that Bavoust 
on the same dny was to make his en- 
trance into the capital Driven thus 
to acircuit to avoid the captured towns, 
he moved by Gransee and jiSeydenick, 
in Older to reach before the enemy, if 
Ijossible, the defile of tjocknita, neai’ 
fcsbjttin, which would have secured 
Ids retreat to important fortresa 

must, 4ttvsrfc<*«riuwBw»uvTes, aod 

>>catiul tlie country forfifteau leaguesarDtiiid; 
we almll thus coUect iiumbevs of piteonert? 
and also gaiu scwjmtsof taken 

by the stremsr ebtumus^of tbs Oeemy, of 
whose route we iiave as yetUQ oemn tn- 
teUigouco.'*— Jtvi. m 


the Frassiim genmi in these mo W 
ments, ITopoleon sent Mumat toward 
withito oaviary, to get bstoe him to 
the d«^, whle hiuam advoneed os 
rapidly ae p^ble in pitiieiuit of Ms 
steps with hie intotry. 

By forced mnrdbs% Murat got the start 
even of thg horsemen who formed the 
advaaeed gY|S^ of Hohenlohe's eovps ; 
and on tovipg Zeydenit^, the point 
where the roiuitom Spaii^uendBer* 
lin falls in’ with that mm M^debiitg 
to Stettin, they were assidled by that 
active officer himself at the head of 
LasalleV dragoonsL Oosdbnhded et be^ 
log thus antiotpated in a quarier where 
they expected a kiamMy retreiit, the 
Prussian horse made but a feeble re* 
[istaiice, £vm therenowanedi'egiment 
the Queen's dragoons w^ repulsed 
after a short efibrt, surrounded; and 
almost cut to pieces ; and the PrUCsisn 
cavalry w^ere compeUed to fiiB back on 
Texdplin, while thedr main body had to 
renounce all hope of pitrsmng the di- 
rect road to Stettin. Driven thus Snmt 
his line of i-etreat, aod his imht fiaok 
being exposed to the aUi^k of Marshal 
Launea, Hobenlohe, aflsr watting at 
Omisee three hours in the vain hope 
of being joined by Blucher, who had 
retreat^ to the same quarto, changecP 
his direction, and meved upon Boiton- 
berg, where he arrived on the 27th, 
hoping to mteh Stettin by this circui- 
tous route of Prentzlow ; butinatfetoipir 
lug to do so, the unhappy prince found 
himself again beset by his indefatigable 
pursueiu. , 

68. No sooner was Hurst ihknned 
of his change of direction, than he 
marched across the country all night, 
from the one road to the c^cr, again 
got befoie him, and assailed the Prus- 
sian horse at once in front and flank 
with his terrible dragoons, on the fol- 
lowing morning, as they were oonti- 
nuing their march two leagues beyond 
Preotslow. To troqps Wearied by in- 
cessant matching for a forimight to- 
g^her, and discouraged by sutfli a suc- 
cession hf disasters, the shock^ of hk 
victorious squadrons was irresistiifle r 
the Prussian cavalry were speedily 
broken, and fell back in disorder to 
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tlie suburbs of Erentelow, slraady oA- gave ^ont to their grief, an6, flinging 
autnbered njith mhnixj end nrtallety. their jmuekots on the^und, slowly 
To complete their miefoHiinee, Marshal end moumfliUT pursued their way infai 
liannee appciticd at this critical moment the town^ while a loud flouriBh of trum- 
o® their riigjhfc flank, taring, with in- jicte, the qhkk rattle of drums, ami 
defatigable jpereererance, marched all the triumphant ehouta of the eoldiej's, 
night from Templin on the direct road, announced the enoocBairc arrival of the 
Mumt now summoned Hohenlohe to French regiments at the scene of their 
surrender, which the latter ijef uaed, and triumph. 

brought up a powerful battery of can- ^ 70, Meanwhile another Prussian coh 
non to answer the Are or the French umn—’ consisting of aix regiments of 
artiUery, which waa severely galling his cavalry, four of infantry, and eight 
troopt as they attempted t<> debouch pieces of artillery, which, avoidmg 
from the town. Thia battery was im-. Prentsslow, was moving upon Passe* 
mediately attacked and earned, and a waick — was overtaken by Milhauds 
regiment of infantry and cavaliy which light csvuliy, and aurrendered. Of the 
advanced to support it broken and made army, lately so splendid and numerous, 
prisoners. Prinfse Au^istus of Prussia, there remained only in the field the 
at the hcyjid of his regiment, which was corps of the Duke of Weimar and Oen- 
Rtill two leagues in the rear of Prentz-. eral Blucher. The fonacfr of these, 
low, w»i8 BjiTOunded, and after heroict wliich formed the advanced guard of 
ally resistnig the repeated charges of the host that advanced the Saale, 
the French cuirassiers, during a march and had been* pushed on through the 
in hollow square of four miles, was at Thuringiftn Forest to VeTra, wi^ the 
length made prisoner, with almosit all view of threatening the rear of th^ 
his men, while bravely resisting to the French anny, had Woine entirely de- 
last. tached by subseqtient events from thf' 

69. Overwhelmed by such a multi- principal body, and thus escaped ihr 
tude of calamjti|s, and seeing no chance catastrophes of both defeats. Almost 
of escape, whife every hour increased forgotten in the rapid pxicceswion of hue* 
the forces against him by permitting cetding triumphs, the duke was left to 
the formidable battalions of Lannes to his' own discretion ; and he no sooner 
^u'rive on his rear and flank, Prince received accounts of the ruin of the 
Hohenlohe, after «»everal unsuccessful main amy, than be took steps for 
attempts to obtfxin a capitulation, was ing the best of bis way back ihe 
obliged to lay down his arms, on con- Elbe. He had much diffic^ilty m steer- 
dition that the officers should be dis- i«g his course ihmugli the numerouH 
missed ou their parole. With him were corps of enemies which traversed the 
taken fourteen thousand men, inckid- intervening country in eveiy direction; 
ing the flower of the Prussian army ; but by great exertions he contrived to 
the Onards, six chosen regia^euts of ca- escape, and, rallying to his standaid a 
valiy, forty standards, :ind fifty pieces considerable detachment of Rudiel's 
of field-artillejy. Notwithstanding the corps, which had been separated from 
many defeats and disastrous circum* the remainder, reached the Elbe in 
stances which had occurred, this griev- safety at Stendal, by Secsen, Luttfi, 
ouB Bunrender did not take place with- and Hchladen, with fourteen thouean<i 
out the moat profound grief on the part men. He was there Ruperseded in the 
of the Prusrian troops. The officers cummand by the King of Prus&ia, and 
retired from ike circle w'hcre it had been his corps passed into the bands of Clen* 
agreed to in atern ^ilence, or shedding eral Winning, who gave it a day's resf 
tears ; many of them fierqply and in- at l^ritz. As the approach of the 
dignontly accused their oommatiders French corps rendered those quartera 
of treachery, and invited their com- (feingerqus, he broke upend retired to- 
rades to cutr their way through the wards the Oder, and by good fortune, 
enemy, sword in hand. The prirate and no small share of skill, he succeeded 
soldiei's, by loud sobs and lamesitationB, in i^eacbing Krataembx^rg, near the lake 
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of MtdHltiii, in the fiiet ‘week of Oetober^ The h^egeiw oould not approach it to 
whore he juinid Bluch^o: with the^ea* take poaaeat^on till the garrison Idit^ 
valry which had e«ca|^ '^toa 3*^*®*^ niehea theto with hoate. 
stadt. Their uidtedfarcl5a|^0'#atoqnh^ 7% These disgtaoi^l eapittjlaMoiw, 
ed to twenty 'four thmiisabd inko.. . ^ which the briove. troo^ navolved in 

71. Meanwhile the fertresses on the them were so much emi|»emted that 
Oder fell In the most dkgraeefol man* it was with dilHeuliy could he 
ner. The day after the capitulation induced to 3 deld obedience to their 
of Hohenlohe, brigade which had oldcers in parrying thexh into execu* 
escaped the ^reek of his corps,^ tion, demogs&ated the* the Prussiaii 
presented itself a*t the gates of Stettin; generals were so oTerwhelmed by 
the goyemor sternly refused them ad- the magnitude of their thisfortunes, 
mittance upon the pretence that his that they deemed the monarchy irre- 
provisions were only adequate to the vocably ruinedt and that $ame pii 
support of his own gartison. Nextday^ peut had become the ^ Only remainmg 
however, he capMated» m the hrst principle of their conduct Astoni^- 
summons; to ihe advauccKl guard of ed at his good fortnr^ ln ciSeieiting the 
Miirshsd Wnnf)s; and the French, with* reduction of such a i^rtra^ witimut 
out hnhg it hhot, became mastei*s of a firing a shot, Marshal Biavonat in- 
llulreflS of the first order, armed with a .sfMscted the fortifications on the day 
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, and wbllow'ing, which he found jni the best 
garrisourd by six thousand men. The condition ; and, deeming his base on 
brigade of Pi'ussians, slftit out from its the Oder now sufficiently secnrad> 
w'alis, was S 0021 after surrounded at An* pushed on his light troops to Fo^en, 
olmu and mode prisoners. Encouraged in Tnissian Poland ; while sit thou* 
l)y tiiese repeated succeases, the French sand BarariAns formed the investment 
oidiers deemed nothing beyond the »'f Glogau, the only remaining strong- 
each of tlonr arms; and the advanced < hold on its banks which Was atiU in 
juard of I'>avoust*e corps, which had the hands of the exiem^; and Augereau 
traversed the district between the Elbe established himself at Fifmkfori Mean- 
and the Oder without meeting with any whih Napoleon, after resting a day at 
enemies, pmented itself before Ciistrin, Wittenberg, which he ordered to be 
and tlu'eatenod the garrison wdth a se- put in a respectable posture of defenodf 
vere boiubaj-dmenfc if they di# not in- in order tt> give hiti the command of 
stonily oiq>itutate« This menacing out- the bridge over the Elbe, and where he 
jiost consisU’d merely of a regiment of established one of his chief depots, 
h>ot, and had only two pieces of artil* was busied with preparatione for »e- 
lory at its command. On the oilier curing his rear during the perilous ad- 
hand, the governor of the town had vance, bo fiu- from the base of the ope- 
ninety pieces <‘f cannon mounted on mtiona, in which lie was about to en- 
the ramparts, iind four hundred in the gage. Th» grand park Of artiikdty was 
arsenal ; four lliousaud brave men for established at Wittenberg, i^pheret ini- 
a garrisoxi, ani^ every requisite for a mense depots of ammunition and pro- 
prolonged defence. Nevertheless, such visions were ordered to be formed; 
was the terror in*oduced by Napoleon’s while, at Erfurth, a grand depot was 
arms, and such the skill with which by his provident care formed for the 
the French officer, General Gauthiei*, collecting of horses firom all parts of 
concealed the real amount and descrip- Gennany. All the cavalry regiments 
tion of his force, that the Pruaaiana were directed through that town, 
capitulated almost on the first sum- while those on fogt were mount^, 
mons ; and one of the strongest places and those indifferently provided wiUx 
in the kingdom, amply garrisoned, situ- horses soon found themselves in pos- 
atod in an island of the Oder, and in- session of hardy and powerful stee*^. 
vested only on one side, ha4’%o die- 721; The only corps of the Fruesian 
grace of surrendering to a^regitiiient of anaay which had hithei to escaped de- 
foot with only two pieces of cannon, stroction wasthatfox'medby the union 
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of iafootry^ and ooni- 

xnandad iha ifo^er of thane gene* 
ralf junction wan effected, 

Blucheir^fl had been hard pi«sa^ 
ed by a ht|gpi^ of horse under the 
French genera^ BleinL and encaped m 
conseWuenpe of his aMrtning that an 
amisnoe had been concluded on the 
propositiona for an dbcommodation 
aent to Napoleon after the battle by 
the Eing of Prussia. Whether the 
Pruasiau general really believed the re< 
^ort to that effeoti Which unqueation- 
, ably jn^evailed through the whole army 
at that time, or wh^^er he made use 
of this very questionable military stra- 
tagem as a device to extricate his 
troops from present danger, does not 
appear ; and therefore neither praise 
nor blame can in this uncertainty bell 
awarded on the subject. But this 
much is dear, that if he knowingly 
affirmed a falsehood, as the. French as- 
sert, no neoeadty^ how pressing 8o<; ver, 
no advantage, how great soever, can 
suffice as any apology.* Though the 
resistance of this corps, however, was 

* But when the French historians inveigh 
with sach severivy against Blucher'a conduct 
on this - occasion, and affirm, the oara< 
paigns of the Revolution, the Austrian gene- 
sis have frequently had recourse to that 
strange ruse de OMsm — French never, 
they l»rget or wufulljf^ conceal immediately 
preceding events, on which tJiey bestow no 
sort of oensuxe. What is to be said to Gene- 
ral Lecourba who, in November 1799, escap- 
ed dostruotion at the hands of the Austriou 
general Stanay, solely by fotaoly affirming 
that a negotiation for poaue was oommencod 
to Ijannes and H\irat, in the campaign of 
AuatedtU, who won the bridge of Vienna by 
the fdlactous dedaration that SiA armistice 
had been oondttded, which they knew 
was not the case ? or to tbo iatter of these 
xnarshals, who a few days afterwards tried a 
similar {dcoe of deceit with KutusoflT, and 
was only foiled by the superior finesse of 
that ssimte ccmxmander? All the French 
hiatoHsna. B%non, Norvlns, and Tidets, 
mention ^eaeunworthy strat^ms not only 
without oensi^rw hut with the highest ad* 
miratian. be well, xf, in making 

such random sss«rtA«aSk they would calcu- 
late lees confidently db the want of informa- 
tion or recollection in their readers ; end if; 
in the survey of the conduct of tbeUr own 
officers, th^ would displsiy a little of that 
waim anxiety for Pub- 

lic morally, to which they so loudly appeal 
when any violation uf it occurs to their ffis- 
advaotago on ^e part of their eaeotles. 


more honourable, Ite ultimate fate 
waa not 1 m oahiiniioim;: Ifo fipouer 
wee Napb^^lnfomedi^^^ yunetton 
of litese two oorpe In the notih of Pirns- 
mtL, than hf Ordered their fMlmait by 
forces so ooueiderable, that hOdApe be- 
came impomtble. Bernadhtte was dn- 
struoted to Mow doeely their foot* 
»te|tt j while Kurat wee defiqmtdhed by 
w eiit^t to cut ^lhem off, on the right, 
£rhm Etaalsund imd Eoeteek, under the 
oaxtiMm whM they might have 
fbund shelter^ and Sowt threw him- 
aelf on the left, to bar Ihe oommuni- 
oation with the lower Elbe. ‘ ^ueher 
arrived at Boitgenhurg t^O day alter 
the ill-fated Hohentohe had left ^at 
town ; and having thetre leltihaed the 
catastrophe which had teMjSU that 
brUlianh portion of the army, he re- 
nounced all hope of retiriQg h^ore the 
enemy, and re^ce4 his steps in order 
to unite with"^ (General Winning and 
the Duke of Saxe -Weimar’s corps, 
whioh he effected at Kratsembeig on 
the day following Finding himself 
now at the head of eighteen thousand 
iufaDtry, six thousand cavalry, and 
sixty pieces of cannon, he ^ molved to 
move to the right, recroas thh Kibe, 
inuse the siege of Magdebuig, and sup- 
ported by that fortress and Bamaln, 
maintain himself as long as possible in 
the reaihof the Emiieror's anny- ' 

74. The pioject was boldly oonofiiv- 
ed and intrepidly followed out;, hut 
the three cori>s now diiooted against 
him, numbering neariy sixty thousand 
combatants, rendered its execution ini- 
possible. A sharp confiict took |dace 
with his rear-guard at Kossentin, iu 
whioh five hundred prisoners fell into 
the hands of the French ; and the next 
day the junction of Bemadotte with 
Soult rendered it necessary for the gal- 
lant Prussian to he more oireumspect. 
An oppoiiunity, however, soonocoutred 
of taking his revenge. Next day the 
French hussars were char|ped and put tu 

at the enWnnee of a 
Oerard and three hundiM homwen 
were made prisoners ; hut the cavalry 
havingihhen book cm the auppert of 
their headed by Berswdiitte 

in percom, ^ pjiisfiiaiia wm in their 
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turn repulsed Iw Pizid- of S«it^ ap|>p<M|.oi(e4 

ing tihe.«aem;S|V for^to flawrasideuttble^ atid 3luhiea*!)^r»; . ike 

thttfc all ; elianoe of .good \hk gMk» of A&^ eiutaiti^ ,a 

wej ip ^ lower ,ter4blo dioc^rge^ iakm baatloib^ 

qiieeU(m»,BluciM»r reeolM to fill .wldck were hem^ 

by Oadebueok on Ldlbeok, where M del<l-pieoei^.^Fre|ie|^^ gjaard, 
hoped to tnd reeotiroee to recruit hie under Oencxiy# iM 

wearied trooM, , end the decayed baa* ceeded in breaking through wiih their 
tioUs of whlSi % Mattered hima^ he hatohete the eartenor of the 

would soon be aibSifg to put in a r^^t* Burg-Thof, md, mpidly f^e^g the 
able ai^te of d^uceu ^Before amt^ Fmaaian i^mentawhhwheldthidjOUt' 
at that city, he waa auRunoned by Work; entem the gate piil-'inciB wi^ 
nadotte to aurrender* and infonhed the fugitiwM^ mA nxade th^eia^Tes 
that he was beset by teees triple bie Jnaatera of the ^c^ning bwdioba. At 
own. f wiU ne^r oapitolate^^'^iwac the aaine nument BoultTa d^eMona 
the bHef and eitaracteriaUc reply of threatened ^ ,gatea opiMwediP tbeu 
the ]:‘rumtn general ; and* con^iU' attack ; but ao inurdMcoua waa the hre 
ing hie tnairch, he entered Liibeck which the Pruaaiana k^ tip from the 
on the epeoing of the 5th, closely walla dauloi^f «. their 
followed by his hkdefatigal^e the aasBiUnia tme unalm to 

ers. In the course of the purvuil^ m pierces, tiUBeri^otte'adifiaiot^^^ 
detachment of twelve hundred Swedes lug penetrated into the tewn^ ttoeat' 
fell into tlm hands of ^Bemadotte, who ened to take the defenders in rCiw. 
treated tliem with unusual courtesy 76. JBlten thezi, neTerthelee^* the 
and kindness. From ^ gratitude hmve PnisahuiB ai this gatc^ stio the 
of the Sw'sdes for this treatment, arose number of two thousand^ f^ioed both 
the interchangeof good deedswhich ter* ways, and, besieged in their turnip sue* 
miiiated in his elevation to the throne lainecl the doable attack within 
of GuitaTus Adolphus. Atthatx^eriod, and withoul Posted on the roofs of 
events, 4n appearance tiie most trivia^ houses, and on the^mmits of the 
were Hg with the fate of nations. ramparts, they kept up ah incessant 
75. Cnfortunately for Ltibeck, it fire till their caiiridges were exhausted, 
was stid surrounded by a ruined wall when they were aU either killed 
and deep ditches filled with VIhter; and made prisoners. -So r8|di^ however, 
this gave Blucher an excuse for repre* was the advance m the French through 
seating it as a military post, and die* the Buig^Thor, that Bluchet, who had 
rsgarding all the remonstrances ^ of retired to hu lodgings, alb^ having 
the magistrates, who loudly protested made his dispositions, to dictate orders, 
againstthis violation of their neutrality, hi^ barely time to mount his home 
Hastily planting the few heavy cannon 4xth his son and a single aida#de’Camp, 
which he still retained to defend the and ride ojff: all the rest of h|s st«^ 
principal gates, Blucher caused the were made ptisonexa. Having joined 
greater part of his forces to defile the remaining troops Ip the town, that 
through the towu, and take post on brave general, with nkgallantfollowers, 
the low marshy ground on the opposite prolon^dl^e defence. He himself re- 
side, on the opnfiaea of the Ilanish peatedly chuged along the Honig- 
ierritoiy. At daybreak on the follow* Straase at the head of a body of ca* 
ing morning Frmich columns were volry, but waa unable to dear it of the 
at the gate% and every preparation Was French soldiers, who had now bipken 
made for an instant assault In spite into the houaesnear the gate, and from 
of a heavy Are tif grape and musketry thenoe kept up a ^re of 8u<!^ severity 
from ilm old walls, the French a^ upon ^^street as rendered it ixnpos* 
preached With their aoenstfuned gm* sOde for the dragoons to advance to its 
lantiy to the aBsaalt The corps of fuisdmr extremilgr. Prewtly the be- 
Berimdotte advanced agaiidd^itte siegers brou^ xip their isM^eoes, 
ThoTy the gate whidi lomd to the* the guns on Ihe ramparts vfcre turned 
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upon tho towu^ Aftd repeated dia6hiu^a 
df grape freiti lK>th aidea ewept tlie 
paremnt, o<;s<»bdottc4 a terrific 
elaaghtex 'V^^itiiin’riixdble wssolution, 
boiler, tbe l^aaians mainiainadtbe 
combat. Froiri ^atreet to street, from 
obtirch to cburdi, from bouet tobouaef 
the oo^et oontiimedl Blood floored 
on all rides. Tbeiuceseaut rattle of tbe 
mufiketry was almost drdvu^ in some 
quarters by the cries of tlfe wounded 
and the shiieks of the iuhabitasts, who 
in that day of woe undei'went all the 
horrors coDBequent on a town being 
carried by assault. By degrees, how- 
ever, the superior numbers of the 
French, who were soon reinforced by 
part of Murat’s corps, prevailed over 
the heroic resolution of the Prussians. 
With difficulty Bluoher succeeded, to- 
wards evening, in collecting five thou- 
sand men, Witb whom he forced his 
w^ay through by the gate of Holstein, 
and rejoined his cavalry, which lay at 
vSchwertaU on the opposite side of the 
town, near the Danish frontier ; while 
the remainder of his corps in the town, 
consisting of eight thousand men, were 
slain before uightfall in tliat fettrfol 
fight, or fell ijjib the hands of the 
enemy.* 

77. The situation of Blucher, with 
h^ cavalry and this slender body of 
infantry, was now altogether desperate. 
He was driven up to Batkau, in the 
extremity of GermaUy, on the very 
edge of the Danish territory, vriiere a 

* The French writers made it a just re- 
proach to the Siij^lish army tiiat its soldieS? 
committed such dia^.-iicofiil excoams at Ban 
SehastUan, Ciudttd Kudrigo, Bada^jos. 
when these fortresses foil by assatlt. It is 
the duty of the historian to condeuiu ‘equally 
such entries, by whomsoever committed ; 
and oertahuy in this work uo ved shall be 
thrown over those atrocities when they 
come to be recounted. But it would be 
woU tf they would ivserve a little of their 
humsite indignation for the sufiTerers under 
their own eoidie^ on similar catastrophes. 
On this ooodrion, thou^ they pass it lightly 
over, tlie cruelties and devastation commit- 
tod by Beruadptte’s an^Boult’s corps for two 
days after Urn town was notwith- 

standing all the effbrts of these marshals, 
went equal to the very worst deeds that 
ever stained the British arms.— See the 
frightfht details, drawn with a grat:^ic hand, 
in Lettr^ de Fillm A la Funny Mtau^ 

immm, Axnst. 1S08. , 


powerful body of troops was ooBeoted 
to prevent his entrance. % Xu tbe night 
he received iutriligenoe that Ttave- 
mundS) a ou the ssMioast, 

to whi<^ he proposed to haVe A^etired^ 
hod been taki^ by Murnt^rioug with a 
bsttriiou which he hadseutforwardto 
prison that important post, wWq he 
hoped to have embarli^ ; and to com- 
plete his misfortuuu, infoituatku ar- 
rived in the moruiug that the salt- 
maraheiii between Schwertau and ^lat 
town were not passable by the army. 
At the same time a flag of truce ar- 
rived from Murat, while his numerous 
squadrons had already driven the Prus- 
sian infantry out of Sohw®iau, and 
were closing in, in all directions, on 
his last position. Overcome by stem 
peceerity, the hardy veteran, with teajv 
bn his eyes, agreed to a capitulation, in 
virtue of which alibis troops laid down 
their arma Ou this occasion were 
taken ten battalions and fifty-three 
squadrons, amounting to four thousand 
foot-soldiers, slid three thousand seven 
hundred cavalry, with forty pieces <if 
cannon, the remainder of his fine train 
of artillery having been left op the 
ramparts of Liibeck. . . 

78. To complete the disasters of the 
Prussian monarchy, nothing was wont- 
ing but the Burreude-f of Magdeburg ; 
and thati important bulwark was not 
long of faUing into the hands of Mar- 
shal Ney. Although ita garrison Wgs 
iii^pat part composed of fugitives 
of all rt‘giment8, who had made their 
escape into that asylum from the dis- 
astrous fields of Jena and Auerstadt, 
yet such was the strength of its works, 
and the ample store oi' provi.sion8 and 
magfuines of all sorts which existed 
within its walla, that a prolonged de- 
fence might confidently have been an- 
ticipated. Nevertheless, if its fidl was 
not quite so dis^ceful as that of 
Stettin and CUstrin, It was such m to 
affix a lasting .stigma on the Prussian 
arms. After fifteen days of a blockade. 
Marshal Key commenced operations in 
form; but before having recourse to 
ihq. tedious method of rAgvthf ap- 
proaches, he resolved to try the ©^ct 
of a bombardment Furnaces for 
purpose were heated, and arrangements 
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made to thtow four-attd*tW€nty ftottsd 
ahot* red'hot4 jasto patt w the 

town, wi 41 © a eopioua jw^y of 
wa© prepared to amd ^conr 

flagration upon the inhabitants It 
wa» not noceeBary, howeter, to prooead 
to th««e extremities The oitiaw of 
Magdebux^preaerred a vivid traditional 
recollection of borrors wbi^ their 
forefathers undeiweht aftei* the me* 
morable stojin by Count Tilly in 168 f, 
when the whole town was reduced to 
ashes No sooner, therefoie, did the 
first flaming projectiles begin to di- 
acend upon their houses than tljey be* 
sieged General Kleist, the governor, 
with entreaties for a Burreadon That 
officer, deeming the Prussian monarchy 
destroyed, and seeing no use in singly 
prolonging a contest now becui^zne ho|x^ 
less, agreed to a capitulation on the 
same terms as Stettin, in virtue of 
'which this Importaift frontier town, 
the bulwark of the monarchy, with its 
redoubtable ramparts still untouched, 
and not even an outwork lost, contain- 
ing twelve thousand troops in onus, 
tmd four thousand in hospital, six htis- 
dred pieces of eaunon, eight hundi'Cd 
thousand pounds of powder, a pontoon 
train complete, and immense inaga- 
alines of all sorts, fell into the hands of 
the enemy, who hardly mustered a 
greater fwree without its woia. 

7^. After these stunning calamities, 
it was not to be expected that the for- 
tresses on the Weser, winch were i^ow 
left far in the rear of the storm of war, 
bhould long continue to hold out. A 
host of fugitives from Jena and Auer- 
stadfe had ttdicn refuge in these strong- 
holds, paiticulorly Hameln and Nieu- 
buig; into the former of which Genwal 
Lecocq, wJiohofi been separated in the 
confusion of the dissstrons night which 
followed these batties, hod thrown him- 
self with four thousand men who still, 
jireserved a military array. There he 
speedily found himself blockaded by 
the forces of the King of Holland, who 
had advanced by Wfirtaburg Pa- 
derborn to the bonks of the Weser. 
The dkaatrous state of the monaaohy 
gave him too plausible a ground for 
assailing the fidelity of the besieged. 

You are insulated, " said he, ** with* 


nut hope of snooour. Abandoned, and 
more than a hnndt^ed leagues in thje 
rear of the victorious invaders, what 
can yeur efifqrta do te avert the fall of 
theFriisrian^mmiarcl^f^^^^ These sa^gu- 
ments, supported by tha official intel- 
lil^nce of the fall of Mt^eburg and 
the surrender of almost aU the ixag- 
ments of^the army, ptioduced the de- 
sired imprsSlion ; and it was speedily 
agreed the fl>rteete should 
evacuated, the private soldiers made 
prisoners, and the officers return on 
their parole to Prussia. A mutiny 
broke out among the soldiers upon 
learning the terms of this dimacefol 
capitulation ; but it was speedily sup- 
pressed by SavaiVs the men 

disarmed, and the mrims, in admir- 
able oon<htiou, delivered over, with five 
thousand prisoner, to the French. 
Kienburg speedily followed tbe same ex- 
ample, and, with its untouched 
cations and garrison of three thousand 
mftn, capitulated to the victoria ; and 
with it all the elements of resistance 
pired between the Weser and the Oder. 

80. While the arms of Napoleon, 
guided by his penetiuting eye, were 
reaping in this astdlushmg series of 
socceeses the finiits of the victories of 
Jena and Auerstadt, the Emperor him- 
self, occupied alike with military sgtd 
diplomatic objects^ was preparing the 
moans of further triump>^, and a more 
complete consolidation of the power 
which fortune and genius had thus 
combined to place at hLs disposal His 
fii'st care was to detach Baxcniy from 
the coalition; and after the defeat of 
its army^n those disastrous days, and 
occupation of its territory by the con- 
querors, this was easily accomplished. 
The Saxons have r hereditary jealousy 
of the Prussiana, by whom they have’ 
a presentiment they are one day to be 
swallowed up. Necessity, not indlua- 
tioQ, bad brought them into the field 
with their ambitious neighbours ; and > 
they gladly availed themselves of the 
firet opportunity fo range their forces 
on the side te which their secret in- 
clinations had long pointed, and which, 
seemed to be recommend^ ahhe by 
prudenoe and necessity. Eaily in the 
campaign, Napoleon had addressed to 
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^ tb«m to ajf^rt their , national inde- 
«nd throiroff that withering 
aHiantie with PmBsia fttm wbieh no- 
thh^lmt nh^Mte min waa te be anti- 
oi|MMi04‘^ This address had already 
iwadtioed a great impreasion on th^ 
Saxon troops, when thevictory of Jena 
seemed to cUssolre at once the 'bonds 
whi(^ held the two nations together. 
Improving on tiiieae dispoAtious, Ns' 
pokon assembled the Saxon ofSeers, 
three hundred in number, who had 
been made prisoners at Weimar, strong- 
ly represented to them the impolicy of 
any longer onitiiig their arms to tho^e 
of their natural enemies the Frusaiaus; 
and offered, upoiy their subscribing the 
oath tendei'ed to them of fidelity to 
its fortunes, to admit them into the 
Confederation of the Hhine. Gladly 
the oificers,*^ for themselves and the 
troops under their command, sab- 
scribed the conditions; and imme- 
diately they were all, with the privirtie 
soldiers, six thousand in number* sent 
back to Dresden. The Elector shortly 
after recalled the remainder of his 

forces from the Prussian standard ; he 

« 

* *‘Saxcma I thli Pntsaians have invaded 
your tomtory. I have csotue to deliver yoa. 
They have violently dissolved tito bond 
vr]|uch united your troops, and iucorpnratiod 
them with their own ranks. You must, for- 
sooth, shed your blocC, for interests not 
merely foreign but adverse to those of your 
country ! tiaxous ! your fate is now in your 
own hands. Will you float inuncertaiztty be- 
tween those who impose and those who «»oek 
to liberum you from the yoke ? My suooess 
will sooiirc theindei>eudencoof your couiitiy 
and your prince. The triumph of the Pru*s- 
sians would rivet cm you eternal chains. To- 
morrow they will demand Lusatit ; the day 
after, the right bank of the Elbe. i)int wiiat 
do I say 7 Have they not already done so ? 
Have they not long endeavours to fbroo 
your sovereign to reoogniso a feudid supre- 
macy wliioh would soon sweep you ironi the 
rank of independent nations? Tour inde- 
})endenco, your cor.atttutiQn, your liberty, 
would exist only in reoolleotion ; and the 
iqplrits of yonr auoestors, of the brave Saxons, 
would feel indignant at seeing you reduoed, 
wittiout- resistonoe, by your rivals, to a 
slaveiy Ijmg prepared tholr councils, and 
your coun^ reduced to the ranki^f a Prus- 
sian province." None could descant more 
fluently than Napoleon op the withering ef- 
fect to inconsiderable states of sai alUanoe 
Wfth a greater power ; for none put It in 
Ibrue so invariably towsirds his own tribu- 
tary states.— Domas, Xvi. 205i 


^ ^«ik«pied fitst neutrality, then an elU^ 
unioe with the couquergr; nnd bef^ 
the war in Poland was concluded, his 
troops wdhs tc^ be setn aoifiyely en- 
gaged under ihe Fiwob eogies, Such 
was the origin of that intimatB union 
which, down to the dose of the war, 
sobHisted between Kapoleon and the 
Saxon gomument^ apd which, though 
m the end fraughlf^ with numberless 
odamities to that electorate, must ever 
Qoxnmand respect, from the fidelity 
with which its engagements were ad- 
hered to under adverse fortune. 

SI- It was shortly after having de- 
tached Saxony from the Pruisiaii, and 
united it to ms own alliance, that Na- 
poleon received an answer from the 
King of Prussia to the ehiSOry propo- 
sals of accommodation made by mm 
before the battle of Jena, and which 
that unhappy monarch eagerly caught 
at after that disSfiter, as the only light 
that seemed to break upon his sinking 
fortunes. The times, however, were 
not now the same : there was no longer 
any need of dissembling ; the Prussiim 
army was routed, and be was not the 
man to let fdip the opportunity of com- 
pleiiug its d«^ruciioB. Ho therefore 
coldly replied, that it was premature 
to speak of ' peace wkm the campaign 
could hardly be said to have commen- 
ced; andHhat, having resolved to try 
the fate of arms, the king must abide 
by its issue. At the same time, be 
mode amends to the infantry of Lannes* 
corps, which, in consequence of their 
not having been mentioned by Mnrat 
in his report of the successes at Pratita- 
low, in which they had borne so glorious 
a part, had not been mentiomm in the 
bulletin regarding that event, by reply- 
ing to a letter m remonstrance from 
L^nes on the subject. You and 
your soldiers are ohildrsn. Do you 
suppose X do not know all you have 
done to second the cavalry ? There is 
glory enough for all. Another day it 
will be your turn to fill the bulietuiH 
of the ^rand Army.'* When Lannes 
read these words to his 8oldieK% they 
we»^ so transported with joy that they 
raised the cry Vive VMiommit d*Oe- 
ddent !” Nothing could have more 
completely answer^ the secret wishes 
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of the Emperor then both the title 
with which |he wa« eelnted hy these 
breve men, and the wonznstaneee bo 
closely FCBemblinj^ tUhee oi^the Boman 
legions under whmh it aroser 
S2. Following the march of hia irio- 
iorious anmefli He^leon continued 
his progressi,' by Weimar, Naumburg, 
Wittenberg, wd Potadana, toward 
Berlin. On thraiardi he passed the 
held of jtosbaoh, the well-3cno wn thea^ 
of the Prosaian ^ctoiv over the French, 
and ordered the colunm erected in 
oommemoralaon of that triumph, which ^ 
had been thrown 4ewn by the soldiers 
of hia army, to be preserved from 
further injury, and transported as a 
trophy to Paris. At Potsdam he 
visited with eager haste, the palace of 
Hana-Sonoi and the tomb o| the Gr^t 
l^'Bderick. Everything in the apart- 
ments of the illustrious monarch had 
l>eeQ preserved as when he bi'eatbed 
his last : the book which ^e read 
shoxtly before his death remained on 
the table ; the furniture was untouched ; 
the writing materials still there : th« 
simplicity of all suipriaed the con- 
queror, who ims accusU>med to the 
maguihceoce of St Cloud. By a sin- 
gular coincidence, but one of the msmy 
with which the history of Kapoleon is 
full, he visited the sepulchre on the 
anniversary of the day on #hich Alex- 
ander, just a year before, on the same 
spot, had sworn hdelity to Frederick- 
Wilham. Such had been the oonfqsiot'. 
of the PruBshm flighty tiiat on the 
tomb there still remained the cordon 
of the black eagle, the scarf and sword 
of the hero, which he had worn in the 
SevenKears" War, as well as the stan- 
dards m his guard. With deep emotion 
Kapoleon approached the awful monu- 
ment; but even at ^t solemn moment 
unworthy feelings gained the ascen- 
dancy. He himself seised the vener- 
able relics, and sent them with indeoent 
liasto oif to Paris. will make a 
present of them," said he, “to the 
Hotel des Invalidsa : the oldweterans 
of the Banovetiau wt^ will receive with 
reiigioua respect all that once bel<ps^ 
to one of the giuateat oaptain« of whom 
histoi^ has made mentmit^^ Hvtdi an 
act could notinjore the dead ; has gloiy 


was anshitned m imperuhable luatre 
in the pge of history ; hut it lowawd 
. the hTmg, and sulli^ the triumph of 

little %d ^Kapolecm^ that wt&mi 
.ejBtiid{Mite;;||be advent of timCs when 
the Prnss&hs, nowao humbled, were 
to have the mastery of his proudest 
trophie^end naught was to remain but 
veneration Ibr the remains of the dead 
to protect his own ashes in a foreign 
andfar distant land Btxm the rude hand 
of the i^iler.* 

88. interesting episode did not 
intenupt hr a moment the military 
tnovements of the ^rpa immediately 
aioundthe person of the Emperor. The 
same weaknessatidi^stetioii appeared 
there, as elsewhere, w have selised the 
Prussian anthoritiea Op the same day 
Marsha) Havousty Sgrmbly to the 
promise of Kapol0on,5BsSied thespleii 
did vanguard which, with all Ihepomp 
of war, entered Berliiu No irodos. con 
descril^ Hm mingled feeUngn hf rogt^, 
astonishment, and despair^ which ani- 
mated the inhabitants at this heart- 
rending spectacle, occurring in less 
than a fortnight after hostilities had 
commenced, WitS^ speechless mief 
they gazed on the proud sarray which 
delved through their gates, and drank 
deep, in the agony of that di>eaj|^ 
moment, of th% puntahmiesit for the 
political sine of their government dur- 
ing the last ten yeara. On the same 
day the s^ng mrtress of Spandau, 
with its strong citadel and a garrison 


* How much mors honourable as well as 
maguanimoua waii: the oouduot of the JRue- 
siaa offi<]sr who. instead of destroying the 
moaument areeW at Coblauta to eomme- 
momte the oampoifm of IStil, simply on- 
graved below the InffittipHau the w-orcU, 
Seen and approved by the Busdan gover- 
nor of Cologne, Jaauaiyl, 1814.*' it ts for 
the interest ot all mmons to preserve the 
trophies of their enemy’s victory and the 
rqmol&s of the dead from insult ; mr it is Im- 
poasUde to-foresee how booh tbi^ may thenor 
salves mtgbrflrotm an opposite system. Nor is 
Bvtoh forbearance without Its reward. It <^i- 
UMTotes the (Usgmo%af defhat in the magnani- 
mity of «p.bsequeut victsory. The Pillar or Aiqm • 
terllta, iu the Place Vendome, is now a tnouu- 
meat not less to Qennau geusrosity than to 
IVeneh valour. It would be well fhr the mb-T 
mbiy«fHi^e<mifm(»retii8tanefiaofmo^ 
tioai&rictoxy,a»drei^fE>r thevtU^ilbhed, 
were mingled wHh histnUitary triutnjpha. 
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tw^To. bimdred mon^ suiTeiideredi 
^ 09 iitliotxt A shot^ to Mmltai 

Lnxinea mid Kapoleon, alter inepeot^ 
^ ing atronghold^ on the da^ follow- 
ing Mumphal entry into the 

capital., ^ lie had not the eame deli- 
ca<^ ’towardfl the feelings of its inhabi- 
tan% whidi he had previously evinced 
towards those of Vienna : the palace 
of Charlottenburg would have answer- 
ed his purpose of a residence as well 
as that of Sohoenbnin had done ; but 
he seemed as anxious to lacerate the 
feedings of the Frussians as he had 
been to spore those of the Austrians, and 
determined to punish ten years of suV 
servlence and ten days of warfare more 
than he had done the inveterate hosti- 
lity of twelve cjimiSiigns. Surrounded, 

• therefore, by all the splendour of the 
empire, in the midst of a brilliant staff, 
receded by^liis splendid Guards on 
orseback in their richest attire, and 
environed by Berfchier, Buroc, Davoust, 
and Augereau, Napoleon, in his usual 
simple costume, made his triumphal 
entiy under the arch erected to the 
honour of the Great Frederick, The 
“ obseiTed of all observers,*' the object 
of eager gase ip •the speechless as- 
sembled multitude, the mighty con- 
queror traversed the long street which 
lea^ from the gate Cliaiiottenburg, 
and advancing throug^j an innumerable 
crowd, in whom passion, admiration, 
and wonder were mingled in some 
cases with joy, alighted at the gales of 
the old palace, * 

8*4. Prince Hatzfejd, one of the 
leaders of the war party, in the toUd 

* Napoleon spoke thtis of this fo^'ti'ese . — 
'‘The citadel of Spandau, situated oo tho 
Spree, fiilly victualled for two mouths, is au 
mestimable acquisition. In our bands it 
could sustain two months of open trencher. 
But such was the general confusion that the 
bftttenuS were not even anned/’— 19f/i JBul- 
letiiu It is evident that treachery, or sclflsli- 
ness equivalent to iroachory, occasioned the 
Nudden &lt of so rtiany of the Frussiau for- 
tresses at tide period,; and Bignon tells us 
that he became convinced of that when, on 
bdn? sent by the Empetar to superintend 
Uie ciApitulAtibn oi 8paudau, he fg^nd the 
govonn>r, Bonekendorf, ocoupied with no 
other caufiidemtion but disputes with the 
French commander as to some wretched 
culinary articles which he alleged the capi- 
tulation authorised him to remove 
K05J, vi, 13. 


abienoe of Any authority emanating 
fi'om the King;, had been^bosought by 
tho piinoipal inhabitants to uh 
interim dlreKstiou%)f a$edn^ and mmm 
the command of the burgher guards 
In doing so he hod iesued a prooloina^ 
tkm, in which he eaid, ^ Kething re- 
mains for us noW' but to asaumo a 
pacific attitude : our ehould not^ 
extend beyond what B within our own 
wills ; that oonstitutes out sole inte- 
rest, and as it is of the highest impor- 
tance, we should bestow our extdusiyo 
attention upon it,” This prinoe, as 
the chief of the pacific autboritiew, pre- 
sented himself at the head of the mt^s- 
trates before Napoleon at Potsdami and 
was well received. He again waited 
on him when he arrived at the palace ; 
but the conqueror received him with a 
severe air, and avertiiag his head said, 
“ Bo not pi'eseut youmelf before me ; 
I have uo need of <your services ; retire 
to youij estates.” Shortly after the 
astonished nobleman withdrew', he Waa 
arrested by orders of Napoleon, who 
bad commanded him to be seized ami 
ejcvcuted before six o'clock that evening. 
In fact he had transmitted to Fritice 
Hohcniohe a letter, containing mih- 
taiy details in regaid to what he hati 
Been at Fotsdom when w’oiting on Na- 

g deou, which had \mm intercepted by 
avoust ailfi brought to the Emperor, 
The impenous commands of the con- 
queror left his subordinate authoritieB 
no al^eimati VC but subm ission ; although 
Bcithier, shocked at thede^tdof violence 
which was in contemplation, did his 
utmost to avert the storm, and even 
refused to wi’ite out the warraiit^vhich 
was called in to do. Hf^ould 
not, however, prevent Napoleon frem 
ordering another murder as atrocious 
Hs that of the Duke d'Enghicu, and the 
death warrant was signal, and Happ 
was directed to send it to Bavoust for 
imiuediate execution. 

85. The formear brave and generous 
man, at his own imminent hazai'd, took 
upon himself to delay its transmission ; 
and in the mean time the Princess of 
Hatsi^d, having anaved in the ante- 
chamber of the palace, was informed 
of the danger of her husband, and sank 
in a swoon on the fioor. Eapp ad- 
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vised her, aEer she recovered, to 
deavotir to t^ow herself io Napoleda'e 
way aifc the hotel of ,Priooe Ferdinand, 
where he |;o|tig #n a abort iajne ; 
she did so, and M at his feet in the 
extremity of despair. Her grief iind 
beatity tonohed Kapoleon, w|io, though 
subject to violent nte of passion,jvas 
not insensible^ generous emouons. 
Rapp wattnly s^i^ded the ret^ini to 
feelings of humanity, and orders wefe 
despatched to I>avou»t to suspend the 
execution till further directions Mean * 
while the princess was enjoined to re* 
pair to the palaoe, whither Napoleon 
soon after returned. He ordered her 
to bo brought into the room which he 
occiipied. Your husband," said he 
with a benign air, ** has brought him* 
self into a distressing situatir^n ; accord- 
ing to our laws, he has incurred tne 
penalty of death. General Happ, give 
Tue the letter : take dt ,* i*ead, m^am. 
Is it your husband’s writing?" She 
did so trembling. ** I cannot deny his 
.subscription," Ihe replied, almost faint- 
ing with emotion. Napoleon then 
took it from her, tore it, and threw jfc 

* It in always ploasins' to record a gonc- 
rous action, and doubly svi when it occuri} in 
an enemy; but justioe cnmpols the admis- 
sion that, by delaying' the transmission of 
this order, H^pp conferred a greater favour 
on Napoleon than on the intended victim of 
his pawioQ ; for the eno he savm only from 
deatli, the other from the of murder 
Rapp Inforom us that the Prince of Batn- 
fold had oorjo to Pots<lam on the 25tli, and 
it was for thv account tuMisinittod to Halicn- 
lohe on day of what he there saw that 
he was hl>i)t!t to be oondomued. The 26th 
was the day on which Davoust entered Ber- 
lin. The hiformation objected to was col- 
l£9Cicd, and the letter 'written, therefore, be- 
fore tbA, prince bad come under the military 
govenjmtfui - f the French Emperor There 
IS no Uw ugAi;iBt a private dtisen, or a civic 
aiithonty of one nation, transmittliig to its 
nuUtary officers details which have come to 
liLs knowledge regarding on enenij^, when 
not yet subjeot to their authority— Napoleon 
himself called tm the French prefects and 
magistrates to do so a hundred times. If 

the drcumstaace of HatxfcVl having collect- 
ed and tranBinitted this infbrmatloii, nrhile 
on a civil mission to the Emperor at Fots- 
dan^. exposed him to the penalty death, 
what is to bo said to Savary the year bcfcfre, 
wbfv. by orders of Napoleon, when confwring 
with the Emperor Alexander on thcr pro- 
posed terms of acoommodation, obtamed 
and brought to him military details of Sn- 
estimable ixnfx>rtaime in regard to the tom- 


ittho, ibfl ^ I bare no {ongar jmy 
pjKW^i yanr kusband k 
He 4mp0di Bapp ip b^g 
back immodii^ely fifom Bavoust’a head^ 
quartm,^ tisat <iA^ ventutvdio 
that h« had not even sent him i 
the Emperor maatfestad no displeasure, 
but on the contrary aemned gratided 
at the delay which had taken |4aoe in 
the execAtism of the mder.*^ 

86, Shortly after hia arrival at Ber- 
lin, Napoleon paid a visit cd condolence 
to Prince Ferdinand, brother of the 
great King of Prussia, and ^t^er of 
Prince Louis whb feH at SeaHsld, and 
manifested the most delicate atten- 
tions to the widow .Prinoe Heaiy. 
as well aa the Prinoess Klectoral of 
Hesse-CaeseL At Abe same he 
addressed an animated pi'oolamation 
to his t]!t>ops, in which he recounted 
with just pride their astouishing ex- 
ploits, and promised to lead them 
against the Russians, who, he fo^told, 
viouM find another Aust^lite in the 
heart of Prussia. Next day he re- 
viewed the corps of Marshal Batroust on 
the road to Frankfort, and, assemblmg 

per and strength of thf alliod army on the 
eveof the battle of Auetarlhss ; or to Napo 
Icon himself, who in 1707 ttansinlttod oiilera 
bUhis brother Joseph, when bolding the sa- 
cred office of ambassador at Home, to do ol} 
in his 1)0 wer to revolntioniso the EMnd 
City, and overtuqa the papal authority. 
Wlnat the Frineo of Hamold did was no 
more than ell amhaesodora do, or than Napo- 
leon invarlimly required from all hie diplo- 
matic ag^te. The charucter of tiie intenaed 
transaction may be judged of by what Bor- 
thler, with generous warmth, said ^ the oc- 
casion—** inur HimjeBty will surely not shoot 
a man eemneoted with titve hrst families in 
Berlin fbnp trifilng a thing : the w^ippositiou 
is iinpossTole— ;you will not do so j” and from 
his positive remsel to write out the order, 
as well MS from Rappee delaying tie trausmis- 
siou. Hod the prlnoe bem shot, it would 
hav'e been, like the death of the Duke d'En- 
ghien and the bookseller Palm, nn act of de- 
liberate murder History, thoreffire, cannot 
award to Napoleon the praise of having 
doned, on tlm occasion, a criminal wlm nod 
forf^ted his Ufr either by the laws of war or 
the priuctples of justice ; but tt must not re- 
fuse the meed du%t4;) a conqueror who re- 
turns to generous idlings aticr having been 
ledi In amomeut of irritation, to command 
an atrodoue deed ; and joyfully seises on 
this inrident os Uiustrative of that aecqn-' 
dancy wliiolt, in his cooler momenta, humane 
feelings obtained over ruthless passion In the 
mind of this extmordinaiy man<--^EAP)(*»^Aos. 
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the olhcer^ in ia drole, tesured tham <4 
the ftdmilwjioii which he Mi for i^ef r 
^oHerejiieiiits, had the gcief which he 
hedespei^ced at tilie numerboe lOBees 
iidil4h«dthiimeatheirm ^Btre/* 
aaew^l^ the mard^ ** the eoldiers 
of ihh third cotps will ever be to you 
whit teath legfoa waa to Cseear/* 
Already, in the emulation of the 
different corps, the mtituifi know- 
led^ and attachment of the ofiloeni 
and men, were to be fonnd the happy 
effects of that peman^t organisation 
into separate armies and divisions, 
Which, forst of the moderns, Napoleon 
had adopted from the ancient ooxf« 
querors of the world. 

87. While Napoleon and his fol- 
lowers were thna indulging in an ex- 
cusable pride at the retrospect of their 
wonderful achieTements, the Prussian 
officers who bad traversed the country, 
or reached the capital in virtue of the 
several capitulations which had been 
granted, were exposed to the moat 
grievous humiliation. The officers of 
the Guard, especially, who had escaped 
from the wreck of Hohcnlohe’s corps, 
were ostentatiously marched by the 

f 

* ** Soldiers! joi| are worthy deCendors of 
ray crown, and of the great people. A® long 
iLt you are animated with your present spilit 
iK^thiiig can resist you. J^hpla the result of 
yoiC labours ! One of the first powers in 
£lurot>e, which reoently ^ad the audacity to 
prcmose to ns a shameful capitulatiou, is au> 
mhusted. The forests and defiles of Fran- 
conia, the Saalc, the Blbe, whidi our fibthcns 
would not liAve txaversed in seven yean, we 
>iave siirra'funted in seven days, besides, 
during the same period, fighting four com- 
bats and a great battle We have arrived at 
Potsdam and Beriin sooner than the renown 
of our victories I We have made s^cy thou- 
sand prisoners, taken sixty-five elss.dards, 
iuducUng those of the royal gu''^rd^% six 
hundred pieces ot cannon, throe furtressos, 
twenty generals, while half tlie army regret 
thdr not having had an opportumty of firing 
a shot. All the Prussian proviuoes, from the 
Elbe to theOder, are in our hands. Boldiorsi 
the Euasiaus boast that they are advancing 
to meet UB : let us march to encounter them ; 
M'o will iroare them the half of their journey ; 
they will find an AuaterUta in the heart of 
Prussia. A nation whioh^ias so apoodily for- 
got the generosity which wo utanilhsted to- 
wards it after the battle when its ffmperor, 
its court, the wreek of its aTmy, owed its 
safety entirely to the capitulation which wo 
granted to it, Is a uation that will neveri be 
ubleto contend with m”— HuJlM atri. 26l>, 
iroo. 


Emperor through Berlin to Spandeu. 
Wotds oftnnot deaoribe ^e mortifioa^ 
tion of those hig^-spiiited wbung men, 
at the unperalleM in which 

th^ incooeiderate pMonA had in* 
vol^d ih^connti^ { 'wherever they 
went crowds beeei th^ etepa^ eome 
lam^ting their suffeimigB, others re* 
proaelring them iw tW authors of alt 
the ptmo Napdeon 

nfodea Jerere and ungenerous use of 
his viotoiy. The old Duke of Bruns* 
wic^ respeetable from his age^ hie 
achievements under the Great Frede- 
rick, and Ihe honourable wounds he 
had recently received on the held of 
battle, and who had written a letter to 
Nap(deon, after the battle of Jena, re- 
commending his subjects to his gene- 
r^ity, wa^ in an especial manner the 
Object of mvective. His states were 
overrun, and tim official bulletins dis* 
graced by a pue»*ile tirade against a 
generaj who had done nothing but dis- 
charge his duty to his soveret^. For 
this he was punished the total con- 
hscation of lus dominiouA Bo virulent 
was the language employed, and such 
the apprehensions in consequence in- 
spired, that the wounded general was 
compelled, with great personal suffer- 
ing, to take refuge in Altona, where he 
soon after diedf 

88. The^Queen, whose spirit in pros- 
perous and constancy in adverse for- 
tune had justly endeared her to her 
subjects, and rendered her the admlVa' 
tioi) of all Europe^ was pursued in sue 
coBsive bulletins with unmanly sar- 
casms; and a heroic piincess, whoso 
only fault, if fault it was, had been an 

t ** If the Duke of Brunswick," said the 
bulletin, “ has riobly dsserved tba «nimad- 
vemoiui of the Froneh peopio, he bos aloo 
incurred that of the Prussian army aud 
l>eople ; of the latter, who reproach lihn as 
one of the authors of the war ; of the former, 
who complain ofliismanceuvrosond military 
exuiduct. The false calcuiatious at the young 
may be fKardoued, but the conduct ot that 
old prince, aged seventy-two, is ori excess of 
insanity, ana his catastronhe can excite no 
regret. What can there oe respectable m 
grey hairs, when to the faults of age arc 
imtced tlie inconsideiotiouand folly of youth ? 
For mese oxtravogancies he has jostly in- 
curred the furielture of all his domUdona'* 
— 2Bd and 27tb JfuUdiM, Ctitiip. de Sesm» ii 

2ie, m. 
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exoesA oI patrioMo ardour, wm com- 
pared to Helaiv ’wIjow faitWeaa vic^» 
iiod involyed^er couutiy ia tbc cala* 
mitieei on ^ siege of 

Troy.* The domimons of |he 

Elector of HcIs^CasiiBi were aextoffa- 
«d ; and that Prittoe^ who had iu»t ereu 
combated at lenA, W sparely permit- 
ted, when he oould not pnrait^ the 
enl^ of the PAHohum into hia dotnin- 
xonB, waa dethronM and depHired of 
all his poe8ea»ioii& Animosity to Ri]^- 
land wae the secret motive for all 
those acts pf iwbbery. So strcmgty 
was Hapoleon indueno^ by these fl- 
ings that he made no attempt to die. 

** All the world aocuaes tho Queen as 
tlio author of all the cajanhUee wmoh have 
befaileu the Prusaion natiou. Tho public in* 
dignation is at its height agafostitbe authoas 
of tho war, esP^MSlaily Oenta, a miaeraMe 
scribbler, who asKa himself for money. After 
her ridScoloua journey ^ Brftirtb and Wei- 
mar, the Queen entered BSrlln a fugitive and 
atone Among the standards we have taken 
are those embroidered by tlve lumds of this 
)nncesB, whose beauty has been aa fatal to 
lOr people as that of Helen was to the dtb 
rens of Trt>y.’'--27th andSdd JBtUlHins, Camp 
(If Snxa, ii. 21 ii. It i« worttay of observation, 
that M. who is here atlfipnati«Kl as a 

utlserable hiroliug sold P? irli^iand, w'as one 
of tho most distioguished writers of the age» 
atid one with whom Sir James Hadciutosh, 
i he eloquent apologist of the bVeneh Kevolu* 
tiou, mamhuned a constant and valued cor- 
respondence down to the time uf his death. 
That distiuguSshed autbof, ln*rcply to a 
letter firom Gentz, which he reobived at 
Bombay, where ho then was holding a high 
judieUl appinnUnent, thus speaks of the 
pamphlet to which Kapoleon alluded 1 
received hy tl»e mail your two predous ftag- 
ineuta. I asnent to all you aay, sympathise 
with all you feel, and admire equally your 
reason atid ymr woquanoe throughout your 
masterly fragraeut. 1 have read your letter 
dfty times siu<;Q I received it, with the same 
sent iment which a Eoman in the extremity 
<if Mauritania would have felt, if he had re- 
coivc\l an account of the ruin of his country 
after tho battle of Pharaalia, written the 
morning sdter that calamity, with the un- 
conquerable spirit of Oato, and the terrible 
cnoi^y of Tacitiat He would have exulted 
that there W'us something which Comuu* could 
not subdue, ctnd fr&n^ wmcK o dslweret and 
(xvengtT might yet epriiw,*’--- 

1, 304. CVrtatnJy of all the unac- 
couiu'ihle peculiar itios in the mind^f KapCK 
leon, the most extraordmory is his total In^ 
aeiisibiUty to theuUimate ascendant of itniAh 
overfateiftiood, and the extent to whlcli he 
calcnlatodott j^ming off falsehood and mte* 
representaticn on the credulity or Ignorance 
of manldnA 


ItniiM ISuit it VPIIB ibe ruling prliiH^ld 
goveciM hll bia nthtmum tOf 
twadff the The Ftiiitd 

of biTo^w-fxi-lnw to the King 

of Bnaflfg^ in iavonr ai whom 
iifta ^Iht^poteixtiasHn^ itb 
imde th« fltrongoat tepreaditationa, 
shared tile siuno fitto; widla tn iSie 
m>blos of Bai&i ho used publid^r the 
cruel mors withering to his 

own reputation than / wiiEI 

render ndt^me eo jtmor th^ 
jtkail he obUged $o heg ikeir bread. 
When a <^n4|ii6rof, in the midst of his 
peatest t^umph% uses tnicb ineultb^ 
koguage fo the vaoqukh^d^ aiid mahes , 
such an atrooions. one of hm viotory, it 
is impossible to symmdhiSe wM his 
fell, and Waterloo am St Helsiim ore 
ielt to be a just measure of mowd 
tribution. - f> 

** lleseia xnena homiimm fethaortteque fh- 
turaa, ^ 

Etservaro modum robua sublata seetmd^ 
Tumo temput exit, magao quum dkaverit 
• emptum 

lutaetum Pallsnta, et quma spoha ista 
emque ' , 

OderiL*^t , 

8d. Meanwhile the Fr«]^ 
without any furtheo msfetanoe, took 
posaeBsion of the wh^le' Country be- 
tween the Rhine and the Oder; and 

t M. Bignon, who wsis present on Ihewo* 
casion, gives the following ci^^otis Account 
of the oonverasititm wblim w to do- 
ibronsment of the Elector of RoSce-Casael : 
— Buroo and 1 said everythlsqr we ooulA 
during break&St, in favour of me IBlector. 
He omy petitioned to be allowed to rseame 
possetsion of his eatatea ; hla fertressas were 
ml to be ceded to the French arms; his 
troops, twelve thousand strong were to bo 
joined to ^eir foroi^ and a heavy oontriba- 
Uou paid.* These oWsm appeared to make a 
considearahlo impression on ih<|! Em|>erar, es- 
pecially the offer of so many troops ; but after 
musing a while, he said abruptly, ' Bah ! 
Brunswick, Ksasau, Caasel : all these princes 
are essentklly English ; they will never: be 
our firienda,'— mid instantly set out for a re- 
view, Two days afterwards appeared the 
CTth bulletin, containing the announcement 
of their dethToxteinent.*'-->Bm50s, vi 3d. 

X *^Omona]sj blind in fiite, who never know 
To bear high Ibrtimis, or endure tho low » 
The time aiudl come when Tumus, but in 
■ void. 

Shell wish untouclmd the trophies of the 

Shalt wish the fatal belt were for away, 
Audearss thedirerememWanceof the day.^ 
DRYnxN'S Virgil, x. 68«. 
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Ill tiie rear 6f isbft vietonom Htidu «j»- which oleatriy indieatcd the int^ntioin 
peered, ferity ubprecedeiited ^en ef annesiiig the Prtiesian dominions to 
in the anaitea of the ‘fefpublic, the dis- the great nation ; while General Cliwlte, 
tnel iKiourgie of oontrihutions. Eeeolved goTemor cf Ber)jn, acMug toward* the 
tp nskeMun the war exclnait'el^ pn the ma^strates ae if thei^ were already hie 
pi^iicee which wei« to he it*TOe«te eubjecta, barbarously j^ic^ a butigo- 
Jfapdkib had taken only twenty-four master of the town of ICyritK,1' whose 
thpfumd fhmoe in specie anrosa the only fa^t was that he h^, when des- 
Bmb in the military chest of the titnte of any armed foroe^ been unable 
army. It soon appeal «fid!m whom to reBi||f^.4he abstradi^ of the arms of 
the de^ciency was to be su].iplied. On the bm^her guard &d local militia by 
the day after the battle of Jena ap- Colonel Schill, who commanded a fly- 
peared a proclamation, diieoting the ing detachment, that still, in the open 
leyy of an extraortUnary war contribu- conntry, maintained its fidelity to the 
tion of one hundi*ed and fifty-nine colonitr of the monarchy. Even tbpa 
million francs (£6,360,000) on the highest authorities gave way to the in^ 
countries at war with Fiwnce, of which discriminate passion for pillage : “ the 
one hundred million was to be home name of General Clarke,*' says Bonr- 
by the Prussian ttates to the west of rienne, ** became justly odious from 
the Vistula, twenty-five million by the. every species of exaction, and a servile 
Elector of Saxony, and the remainder ^ecution^of all the ordem of Napo- 
by the lesser states in the Prussian leon;” while the great reputation of the 
confederacy. This enormous burden, conqueror of Au^etadt was disgraced 
equivalent to at least £12,000,000 by the pillage of the noble library at 
sterling, if the difference between tjje Tempe^bei'g, the co^^nt^y-8eAt of Baron 
value of money in England and Ger- Hardenberg, minister of state, which 
many is taken into account, was levied took place by his authority, while he 
with unrelenting severity ; and the ra- was in person occupying the edifice, 
pacity and exa^ions of the French 91. These evils, ^at fut they were, 
Agents employed «in its collection ag- and disgraceful to tne ams and genp- 
giavated to a #biy gi'eat degree the rala of France, were however, in the 
weight and odious nature of the impo- oixlinaiy case, only transitory ; but 
si^on. Saxonv, in tbc scourging con- it soon became evident that in the 
trmutions with which she was over- case of %'ussia and the adjoining 
whelmed, hhd soon alliindant cause to states they were to be pemnnent, 
regret the French alliance ; while Ber- and that the iron grasp of the OOU" 
lln, as well as the Hanoverian and queror was to be not only laid, but 
Prussian states which had been occu- retifined, on the north of Germany, 
pied, experienced, in the rapacity of Early in November there appear^ 
General Clarke and his subordinate an elaborate ordinance, w'hicb pro- 
agents, all the bitterness as w’ell as the vided for the complete civil orgoni- 
humiliation of conquest ^ Ration and milibuy occupation of the 

90. Nor was this all. The whole whole country from the llhine to 
civil authorities who remained in the the Vistula. By this decree the con- 
abandoned provinces were compelled quered states wore divided into four 
to take an oath of fidelity to the French departments ; those of Berlin, of Magde- 
Emperor,* — an anpi-ece<iented step, burg, of Stettin, and of CUstrin ; the 

military and civil government of the 
^ The oath was in the«ie terme :— ■** I swear whole conquered temtory was intrust- 
to exercise mfehfldeli^ the ajitbority which ed to a governor-general at Berlin, hav* 
is committed to mo by the Bmr»erQr of the o o » 

French, and to act only for the maintenance t At » dinner given by louts XV JIT. in 

of the p\ibUc tranqqfhtty, and to etiAicur with to the King of Prussia, this murder be- 

all my j>owcr in the oxeoutdon of idl the mea- came the subject of conversation. *'8irc,*’ 
mires which may be ordered for the sorvioe said Clarke, then Duke of Feltre, ** It was an 
of the French army, and to maintain po cor- nnhappy error."--'* 8ay, rather, an unwor 
respondence witl) its enemies.*'^ thy enme !" replied the indignant monarch. 

Vi. 51. — Haed. ix.-8J8. 
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iug under him eight commanders of 
provinces into which it was divided. 
Receivers -gen^l were appointed in 
each province, oharged^dth collecting 
its whole iwenue and idl the war con- 
tributions imposed on it, and th^r 
transmission tp the French governors. 
Magistrates, police, gendarmes, all were 
nominated by the authority of Kapo- 
leon ; the whole^%n and mUiti^ gov- 
t‘inment of the co!li^ wae ^ncena 
trated in his hands. Cuarke was gov- 
ernor-general, aided in the details of 
government by Count Daru, whose 
great capacity soon appeared in the 
admirable order which he introduced 
into evuiy branch of the admizustra- 
tion, and which would have been 
woHhy of the highest admiration if it 
had not been rendered instrumental to 
the most cruel and universat system* 
of public catortioc, 'I'he same system 
of government was cj^tended to the 
(luciiy of Brunswick, the states of Hesse 
und Hanover, the duchy of Meoklen- 
buig, and tlie Hanse Towns, including 
Hamburg, which was speedily oppress- 
ed by grievous contributions, in exact- 
ing which the Dutch generals aD<} 
troops were peculiarly conspiououa 
The Emj>eror openly announced his 
determination to retain possession of 
all these states till Kngland cunaented 
to his demands on the subj^ of the 
liberty of the seas. CarefiiT, at the 
same time, to mingle with these impor- 
tant civil chimgea such deeds as might 
captivate the imaginations of his sdb* 
jects, he }>araded before the deputa- 
tion which came to Berlin from the 
Hcnate of Pains, to congratulate him on 
hia victories, three hundred and forty 
grenadiers of his Imperial Guard, each 
bearing a standaid taken fi'om the 
enemy in this short campaign — the 
inoRi splendid display of military tro- 
phies seen in Europe since the triumphs 
of the Homan generals. 

92. Meanwhile the negotiations for 
the conclusion of a separate peace be- 
tween France and Prussia we|e re- 
sumed. The misfortunes of the King 
rendered it almost indispensable that 
a respite should be obtained on tAy 
tenna, while it was not less advan- j 
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tageous for Kapoleon to reap at once 
the fruits of his triumphs, without 
undeigoisg the, fsrigues ai»| dangers 
of a whiter campaign in the fk^en 
plains cl P'olaiMi Flenipcdentiaries, 
aocordi%ly, wet>e ^pointed on hoth 
sides : on that of Frsmeet Duroo; on 
that of Prussia, ItM, Luechesmi .snd 
Kastrow. Them was no need of length- 
ened ooofAm^ms ; the situation of the 
parties gavcb the ono the power of 
demm£ng whatersv he pleased, and 
deprived the other of that of withhold- 
ing anything which was re^uii'ed Ka- 
poleon insisi^ that Prussia should re- 
nounce all the provinces she possessed 
between the Khine and the j^be, pay 
a contribution of a hundred milUona 
of francs for the expdhses of the war, 
cease to take any ooneem in the affairs 
of Germany, and recognise in the 
princes of the Confederation of the 
Rhine whatever titles the conuumr 
chose to confer upon them. Nothing 
to mfuse these conditions, and yet un- 
willing to take upon themselves 'the 
responsibility of making so great a 
sacrifice, the Prussian envoys referred 
the matter to the King and bis cahmet, , 
They returned an answer agreeing to 
all the exactions which^ere required ; 
but in the interval matters had essen* 
tially changed for the worse, the wreck 
of the Prussian armies had been af- 
most, totally destfbyed, and the de- 
mands of Kapoleon rose in proportion. 

93. Perpetually haunted by the idea 
that it was the influence of England 
which he required to combat,* imd that 
the northern powers were brought into 
the field only to maintain her cause, he 
next insistibd that the Prussian troops 

* He Was pertruaded,*’ Sfiys the Marquis 
XiUocheemi, that it was the intrigues of 
Eaglaad which bad arrayed the northern 
courts against Prance, whldi hail brought 
about the rehisal of the Bmtieror Alexander 
to ratify the treaty of Paida, and pushed lOr- 
ward Prueaia inbJ the fieJd of battle. It was 
Buglaud, therefore, which it bad bei-omo ne- 
cesuary to etnkc rn PruesJa ; and it was ou 
the conduct of the cabinet of London, in re- 
gard to thc«-estitf(trion of oonquests, that tho 
Emperor announced be would measure bis 
own steps for the future fhte of the I'rtiasian 
monariMy.”— hirocHissiKi, il. i7(S, 177; Bw- ' 
»oai, vi, «. 
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fthonld iMre wtirely to Kosdg^l^ 
end thr«^i41 ql the xnotisrtihy 

which Eee toilie east af the Visttiht] 
^t <Mhetg» Dantm Omudeuts, 
Tkom, Ologa^t Breslau, Hamelu, aud 
KliBumitg, should be placed in the 
bauds uf the Feench i and that no fo> 
iaioope should be suffered to 
enter anj part of the Prussian tern* 
toty. fu agreeing to temhi so ruin- 
ous to the monarchy, the Prussian 
plenipotentiaries could hardly expect 
thnt the King would ratify thm ; but 
so desperate hod its afikire now become, 
tibat it was of importance to obtain a 
delay even of a few days, in the depart 
ture of Napoleon for Posen, in order to 
gain time for the arriral of the Rus- 
sian troops on^the Vistula. They 
signed the convention at Charlotten- 
burg accordingly, stipulating only for 
its ratihcAtion 1^ the BLing of Prussia. 
In fact, however, no hope remained to 
either side that it would leaii to a per- 
manent accommodation ; for, a /ew 
days before the truce was condudad, 
Tidleyrand openly announced to the 
Prosaian plenipotentiaries that they 
must look for no restitution of his con- 
quests by the Emperor Napoleon, and 
that the vast tlrritory from the Rhine 
to the Vistula would be retained until 
^ general peace, as a means of com- 
pelling England to surrender its mari- 
time acquisitions, Vad forcing Russia 
to evacuate the principalities of Wal- 
lachia and Mol&via, which had re- 
cently been invaded by its arms. Thus 
the unhappy Prussian monarchy was 
made rea^nsible for the ambition or 
successes ^of other povrei's, over whose 
measures it bad no sort of c^itrul ; and 
the negotiations at Berlin, diverging 
from their original object, were degen- 
erating into a mere manifesto of im- 
placable hostility against the cabinets 
of London and St Petersburg, 

94. The severity of the terms de- 
manded, AS well as their express as- 
aurances that no concessions, how 
great soever, couldslead to a separate 
accommodation, as Napoleon was re- 
solved to retain all his eonquests until 
H general peace, led, as might have 
been expected, to the mptuie of the 
negotiations. Desperate as the for- 


tunes of PtmtSM w^*e, what was to be 
gaiuo^ by ^e cession of three-fourths 
of its dominions, and^Rn Ibrisrsases 
still unBu|Mlae<i on the Vistula, to the 
French 1 Reft as he was of Ms king- 
dom and his army, the King still pre- 
served his honour, and nbti^ Molved 
to continue faithlhl to his engage- 
ments. He doolined, therefore, ^ ra- 
tify tbs amistloe, was presented 
Co him for signsilam at Oi^rode, by 
Duroc, on the part of France, and at 
the same time published a melancholy 
but noble proclamation, in which, with- 
out attempring to diSj^ise his hopes, 
or conceal the diqilonmle state of his 
affiurs, he rose superior to the storms 
of fortune!, and declared his resolution 
to stand or fall with the Emperor of 
Russia.* This refusal was unricipated 
*by Napoleon. It reached bim at Posen, 
wither he had advanced on his road 
to the Vistula ; rsnd nothing remained 
but to enter vigorously on ^e prosecu- 
tion of the war in Poland. 

95. To this period of the war b<>- 
longs the famous Berlin decree of the 

^ '‘Matterx/' said the pxoclamaUon, "had 
arrived at that paea, that Prutma could no 
ifmger ho}>e to obtain eveu at tho price 

of the groateot aacrlSoea. It waa not ia bUi 
j^Kowor to tuake the Ruafiianfvtroesretrogiadc. 
aiacD already their own fronttow were me 
naoed. 'rine ^imperor of Fraooe hm ahowr 
a determipatiou, even when he aecieded to 
the liMda of u negatudaoui nut to aiugiend for 
one Enomout hie military u|H)mtioaa ; and he 
haa protracted the confercuce^ till hit ruc-^ 
ccRRca eiittbiod him to declare ihut the ton- 
quest of FrufMSa should ath>rd him the meajxt^ 
of diotatli^ (tcaoe to Eiigtond and Russia 
CoiupoUed thus to resume husthitlo)^, tUc 
king ia uot without ho;^>tts of yet bringhig 
them to a succpMdul issue. He ho{»es that 
the governoni oi the fortresses on tiie Vtstuia 
wdl uot inutato the wcokueas ol thoeai hu ihi 
Oder aud Kibe, and all the diapoeahlo fora-^ 
of tlie monarchy will hasten to unite Uidr* 
ooloui’s on the Vistula and the Wartha to th<' 
L^ave Husaiau batUliona Sucli a {uxxjf ct 
courage and eonstaney is not new to tin’ 
rruR^u nation, lu the Seven Years' Wai 
the capital and provinces were also oocupleii 
by ttve enotuy ; but the firmnesa and intrv 
pidity of the nation brought it safe through 
ah Its jxerils, aud eacited alike the adrrum 
tiou and astonishment of posterity. Then 
Prussia oombated'aloue the greatest powers 
of Kurope : now the poworfhl aud u^naui- 
nihus Alexander is about to take his pltuv 
by hor side, with all the fnrtoS of bis vast 
empli-e. Their oatiee is the same ; they wih 
stand or fail together. "—Doit as, xvii. W, D 
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21st Noyemberi agaixist tk« ooxoniwroe from 1^6 dust.”^27Apoleoo roplied,^ 
of Great Britain. But tbia subjiMSt ii ** That wliida; jbaii hem destrojfod by 
too vast to beladequately totnobod m force caxmat h» restored except by 
in the doee^ of a dutj^r mbraoing forD& I would with pleanure behold 
Btich a yanely of objects al pro* the ii4«|Msidme of Boland restored, 
Heut ; and it mil be fdly enlUrg^ im and a baitier formed by its street 
in a subsequeut one, which in- agaiiwb the txubou^ed ambition of 
elude also the Mihut decree wfaidu fob Russia ; but |>eti'^biis and diacoomoe 
lowed iu 1 807, the Ooutmeutai Systetu, will not aehieye tibia work ; uuW 
and the Orders dfiQpmftcil adofited as a the wholw a|tioii, iikclu&g nobles, 
measure of retaliami by the firitisl^ pridat^ and butgh^ umtsa, and «m- 
goyenimeiit. braces the firm resolution to , conquer 

96. Kapoleon set out from Berlin for or die, success is hopelesa '^ith sudk 
the Vistula soon after he had folmb a detumination it is certain ; and you 
nated this anathema against Rogliah may always rely on my powerful pro- 
commerce, and at Bosen, in Prussian teetion.*' 

Poland, gare audi«u.ce to the deputies 07. While the main body uf the 
of that unhappy kingdom, who came French army was adranoing ^ raj^ 
to implore his suppoH to the remains strides frmn the Odet to the Vistula, 
of its once mighty dominioii. His Napoleon, ever anxious to secure his 
words were calculated to ex6ite hop^ oommunicatkms, and dlear his rear of 
which his subsequent conduct never hoetile bodies, oaus^ didtoent 
realised ; ** France," saijjL he, has never armies to advance to support the fianks 
recognised the piutitmns of Boland ^ of the invading foroe^ To 
but, nevertheless, 1 cazmot proclaim Buonapaii^, who commanded the ninth 
your independence until you are re- oorjw, consktiug of twmity*iive thour 
solved to defend your rights as a nation sand Bavarians and Wlfiitembsigers; 
at every sacrifice, even that of life and who had Vandammelbr his adviser, 
itself. The world reproaches you with was intrusted the difficult tarit of re- 
having, in your continual civU dissen- ducing the six fortrcfses of Silesia^ 
sions, lost sight of the true interests Glogau, Breslau, Brieg,Neisse,SiChweid< 
and safsty of your country. Taught nits, and Glatx — containing in all a 
by your misfortuneB, now unite, and force nearly equal to his own. Glogau, 
prove to the world that the a^e spirit however, with its garrison of thr^ 
animates the whole Polish nation." thousand men, made but a j^w of re- 
Universal acclamations attended his sistance, and, early in December, feU 
auTival at Posen; all the population into the hands of tibe French. The 
advanced to meet his carriage; fcSir other bulwarks of the province ex- 
magnificent triumphal arches were hibited moi^ dotermiuation, and ope- 
erectedtothevictorofKivoii, Marengo, rations in fomi were oonunenoed 
Austerlitx, and Jena. Count Palatine against them. Mortier, on the ex< 
Ihulzermi^l, at the head of the dopu- treme leftf was intrusted with the sub- 
tation from Great Poland, addres^ jugation of Hanover and the House 
him in terms of Eastern adulation, Towns, and the occupation of Ham- 
miugled withstrangeexpreesions, which burg, which was accomplished with 
proved prophetic : ** The universe hardly any resistance. Having dona,, 
knows your exploits and your tri* this, he advanced to observe Stindsund 
uru})hs ; the west beheld the first de- and the Swedes ; while a fresh reserve 
vciopment of your genius ; the south was collecting on the Elbe, under the 
was the recompense of your labours ; command of Louis, King of Holland, 
the east became to you an object of Thus, though ti^ Grand Ai*my was 
admiration; the mrih wiU be tm term advancing by rapid strides to the shores 
of yfmr The Palish race, vet of the Vistula, its fianks on either side 

groaning under the yoke of the Gbr- were protected 1^ subordinate corps ; 
manic nations, humbly implores yopr fud. fresh forces, stationed in echelon 
august highness to raise up its remnant in the rear, overawed the intermedlstn 
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gtatee, and k^i up ibe oosomumofttiou 
with tbe l^e. The; whole of the 
north of Ctenahy wae overran by 
Frtoli troope, while a hundred thou- 
eaiid were neeembling to meet the for- 
midable legions of Russia the heart 
Of Poland, 

' *98. Vast as the foroea of Napoleon 
were, euoh prodigious efforts over so 
great an extent of surfacevenHered fresh 
supplies indispensable. The senate at 
Paris was ready to furnish them ; and 
on the requisition of the Emperor, 
eighty thousand were voted from the 
youth who were to arrive at the mili- 
tary age in 1807. In what more tri- 
umphant circumstances,” said tlie Em- 
peror, *'^can we call on the youth of 
France to flock t8 our standards ? They 
will have to traverse, in joining their 
comrades, the capital of their enemies, 
and fields (rf battle made illustrious by 
immortal victories.” It may easily be 
conceived with what transports this 
appeal was received by a nation^ so 
passionately attached to military glory 
as the French, and the Emperor re- 
solved to turn it to the best account. 
Not content with this great addition to 
Ilia prospective rtsouroea, he instituted 
corps of volunteers to receive the nu- 
merous and enthusiastic youth, whom 
^en the conscription could not drain 
<)ff in sufficient numbers ; additional 
battalions were added to the Imperial 
Quai'd, the troops of Hesse taken in a 
body into French pay, and the most 
energetic measures adopted to augment 
as much as possible the military re- 
sources of the Confederation of the 
Rhine. Detailed instructions werc^ at 
the same time transmitted Marmont 
in Illyria, and the Viceroy Eugene 
Beauhannus, to have then* forcer dis- 
posed on the Austrian frontici-B in the 
'most advantageous position; and the 
King of Bavaria was informed by the 
Em|ieror himself of all that he should 
do for the d^ence of his dominions. 
The activity displayed in the fortresses 
on the AdiTO, the ftomso, and the Inn, 
looked as if he Wi^ making preparations 
rather for a defensive struggle in the 
plains of Bavaria, or the fields of Italy, 
than for a decisive stroke at Russia on 
the shores of the Vistula. 


99. A treaty, offonsive andl defensive, 
between Saxony and Fratme, was the 
natural result of these i^ooesses. T^ 
convention, aw*anged by' Tafieyrohd, 

signA at Posen on the l2th De- 
cember. It stipulated that the Eleetor 
of Saxony should be elevated to the 
dignity of king; he was admitted into 
the Confederation of the Rhine, and 
his contingent fixed^twen^ thousand 
•men. By a separme article, % Was pro- 
vided that the passage of foreign troops 
across the kingdom of Saxony should 
take place without ibe consent of theso- 
vereign— a provision which sufficiently 
poin^ it out as a military outpost of 
the great nation — while, by a subsidi- 
ary treaty, signed at Posen three days 
afterwards, the whole minor princes of 
the house of Saxony were also admitted 
Into the ^Confederacy. 

100. Such was the astonishing cam- 
paign of Jena, ijxe most marvelioufl of 
all the achievements of Napoleon, that 
in which success the most unheard-of 
attended his steps, and his force a]v 
pcared most irresistible io the bewil- 
dered nations. Europe bod hardly re- 
covered the shock arising from the fall 
of Austria in three mon&is, during feho 
campaign of Aiisterlitz, when she be- 
held I'russia overthrown in as many 
weeks by the shock of Jena. Without 
halting qp© day before the forces Of the 
enemy, witliout ever once pausing in 
the career of conquest, the French 
troops hod marched from the Rhine to 
thb Vistula ; the fabric reai'ed with so 
much care by the wisdom and valour 
of Frederick the Great had fidlen by a 
single blow; and one of the chief 
powersof Christendom hud disappeared 
at once from the theatre of E itrope. Thret* 
hundred and fifty stimdards, four thou- 
sand pieces of cannon, six first-rate 
fort.re.HBC3, eighty thousand prisoners, 
had been taken in less than seven 
weeks. Of u noble array of a hundred 
and twenty thousand men, who had so 
lately crowded on the banks of the 
Saale,^ot more than fifteen thousand 
now followed the standards of the King 
toJ;he shores of the Vistula. Results 
so* astonishing were altogether unpre- 
cedented in modem Europe : they re- 
called rather the classic exploit of 
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Caesar w Alexander, or tlie fierca in* 
roads of Tim^ur or Oeogbis KfiiaA} 
than anything yet experisnoed in 
Christendom. Bat the^ ppsi^Wied this 
superiority over the achievements 
antiquity or the sanguinary conquests 
of modem Wbarism, that it was xiot 
over inexperienced tribes or enervated 
nations that the tri^phshad beedwon, 
but the most waJ^e nation of the 
civilised world that had been over- 
thrown, and the army which had not 
long before withstood the banded 
strength of Europe which had been dis- 
solved. 

101. The talents displayed by Na- 
poleon in this campaign, though of a 
very high order, were not equal to the 
transccudant abilities evinced at Ulm 
and Austerlitz. DoubUess tb* oeleritye 
with which the hazarduus advance of the 
Duke of Brunswick across the Thurin- 
giau Forest to turn fhe French left 
aud interpose between the Rhine and 
their army, was turned to the beat ac- 
count, and the Prussians cut oft’ from 
their magazines and communications 
at the very moment they wore onderf- 
vouring to iuftict that injury on the 
enemy ; the vigour of the fight at Jena, 
and tho incomparable with 

which tlie mighty host which there 
conquered was dispersed in pursuit 
of the broken remdns of tlft enemy, 
and incessantly pressed on till they 
were totally destroyed, were worthy of 
the highest admiration. But in the 
very outset of the camj)aign, he exposed 
himself to unnecessary hazard, and but 
for a change of position on the part of 
the bulk of the Prussian army, of 
which he wis ignorant, might have 
been involved in as gi'eat a catastrophe 
as the rout on the banks of the Tsai- 
had been to the Impexialists, To ad- 
vance and attack the Prussian army, 
sti'ongly posted at Jena, through the 
narrow and nxgged defiles of the Laud- 
grafeaberg, was a greater piece of rash- 
ness in military conduct tlian it w'as in 
the Archdtike Jolm to advance sljjainst 
Moreau through the pines of HohenUn* 
deu. Kapoteon has told us mis himsslf, 
— “ The first principle of the militaiy 
art,” says he, ‘‘is never to fight ivith a 
defile in your rear ; for if defeated in 


^ueb a atfd&om tntid min 1$ hardly 
avoidabW\, the whole Pruasian 
army? A hundred thousand strong^ con- 
tinued at the opening of the 

defiles ns it was only the day before, 
instead of a Jwair-guardof forty thousand 
only, the French woiild probably have 
never been able to debouch, and a dis- 
astrous defeat have been experienced. 
There was l^^le of the usual calcula- 
tion of means to end in this ^eat com- 
mander, when he himself with eighty 
thousand mC^ was opposed only to 
Hohenlohe with forty thousand, while 
D%voust, with thirty thousand, was left 
to struggle with the King in person, at 
the head of sixty-five thousand. No 
man knew better thag Napoleon that 
such combinations were against the 
first principles, not mereljr of the tnili- 
taty art, but of common s^se applied 
to such subjects. But the truth is, 
that the oampaira of Austerlita^had 
given him an undue confidence in his 
destiny ; he deemed hims^f invincible, 
because he had always hi^erto proved 
so ; and already were to be seen the 
symptoms of thfii fatal rashness which 
was to lead him to th| Moscow retreat 
and the disasters of Lei|>sic. 

102. After making every allowance 
for the magnitude of the defeat sus- 
tained by the Prussians at Jena aiM 
Auerstiult, and the extraordinary cir- 
cumstance of the fugitives from these 
two fields getting intmmiugled during 
their nocturnal Eight, there is some- 
thing extraordinary and almost unac- 
countable in the sudden prostration of 
the monarchy. Had the people been 
lukewsrmaor disafiected in the cause, 
tliis result would have admitted of easy 
solution ; but this was very far indeed 
from being the case ; public spirit ran 
high, patriotic aidour was unirei^, 
and unanimity unprecedented against 
Gallic aggression exiated among all 
classes. Yet in the midst of this aident 
and enthusiastic feeling, pusillanimity 
the most disgi-ao^ul was generally 
evinced, fortresses all but impreg- 
nable surrendered at the first summons 
of a contemptible enemy 1 ’Where 
were the solders of the Great Fre- 
derick, where the constancy of the 
Seven Years’ War, when Magdeburg, 
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Stei^n/ Ciintiiia, and Glogau bwered 
tkeir Qwpnra inthoat Rrin^ a and 
the 'weakness of these prisons per- 
mitted the amy on the Vistula to be 
reinforced at the decisive moment by 
forty thousand men, who otherwise 
would have been chained round their 
walls ? These unprecedented capitula- 
tione demonstrate that, however high 
was the spirit of part of t^e nation, 
same feelings Were not universal, and 
that the kingdom of Piussia, newly 
cemented by the genius of Frederick, 
had not yet acquired that general pa- 
triotic spirit which can withstand Jhe 
severer shocks of adversity, and con- 
stitutes the only secure basis of national 
independence. ^ And the English his- 
torian who recollects how the energies 
of his own country were prostrated in 
a similar panner after the battle of 
Hastings, will probably be inclined to 
judge charitably of an infant nation 
placed in such trying circumstances; 
and feel a deeper thankfulness for Vhat 
long career of national independence, 
that unbroken line of national gloiy, 
which has formed the Indomitable pub- 
lic spirit of his gwn country, and con- 
stitutes the uiiieen chain which so 
long held together the immense fabric 
of the British dominions. 

* 103. In proportion to the unbound- 
ed entliusiasm whf^h these wondrous 
events excited in France, was the des- 
pondency which they diffused through 
the other states of Europe. Alarm now 
seized the most sanguine, despair took 
possession of the most resolute. 
power which had risen up in Europe 
to vanquish and destroy seen ed beyond 
the reach of attack Eveiy effort 
made against it, every coaliiioii formed 
for its oveithrow, had led only to fresh 
triumphs, and a more complete c^onso- 
lidathm ot Its strength. 11:^e utmost 
efforts of Austria, supported by all the 
wealth of England and ail the military 
strength of Russia had sunk in the 
conflict ; and now ^few weeks had suf- 
ficed to dissipate that admiivible aimy 
which the Great Frederick had be- 
queathed as the phalanx of indepen- 
dence to his country. The thoughtful 
and philanthropic, more even than the 
multitude, were penetrated with appre- 


henrions at these portentous events.* 
They looked back tof ancient times, 
and* read in the long degradatiou of 
Greece aid thi Bysimtine empire, the 
consequences of their subjugation by 
military force of Rome, and could 
anticipate no brighter prospect for 
futurity than the ultimate resurrection 
of Europe after tamf ages of slavery 
^and dedina So ^le can the greatest 
^inteUecte anticipate the future course 
of events in a society so perpetually in- 
fluenced by new moving powers as 
that of modem Europe ; and so neces- 
sary is it, in forming a judgment on 
the ultimate consequences of existing 
changes, not merely to look back to the 
lessons of history, but to take into ac- 
count also the hitherto unexperienced 
influence of fresh causes rising into 
action in the ever-varying scene of hu- 
man affairs. 

104. That T)right dawn, however, 
which philantliropy^looked for in vain, 
and philosophy was unable to antici- 
pate in the dark gloom of the political 
honzon, the ardent mind of a hero bad 

* See. in particular, Sir James Maokin- 
tosh's letter ou this euhiect, Mmoirt, i, 304. 
"I do says he. “'d'^apair of the f'jr- 
tunes of the human race. But the moral 
days and nights of tltese mighty revolutions 
have not yet been measured by human m- 
tellect. v ho erm toll bow long' that learful 
night may be before the dawn of a bngbtcr 
to-morrowt lSxi>erieuce may, and 1 hope 
does, justify uS in exiuicting that tlie whole 
course of bumau affaire is towards a better 
state ; but it does not signify tons, sup]x»aing 
tnat stepe of tide prugtoas miiy be to 
tlie Worse. The race of man may reacti the 
promised laud; but there is no assurance 
that the presoiit generation will not i^rish in 
the wilderness. Tlie prospect cf the nearest 
part of ftiturity of all that we can diacover, 
except Witt) the eyes of speculation, seems 
very dunnal The mere «»tabUabrneut 
absolute iMJWor in FraJioo seems t'ue least 
part of the evil; an evil greater than dcs- 
{Hitiam. or rather tlie worst form of desjTotism. 
approaches; a mooarohy literally nniversal 
(ficimis about to tie eatabllslied.— /, Maci- 
intuBhto M, OgUvk, Feb. 24, 

Tosu'a jlfmeim, i. 1183 — It ts curious, but not 
unnaturab to observetbe earliest and warmest 
advocates of the l?Vencb Revolution most, 
gloomy in their anttciputious of its ultimate 
effects. Ardour of imagination, the haV»it of 
Id/king before the multitude into the ulU 
mate consequences of passing events, a sin- 
oerc desire for the good of mankmd naturally 
produced in the same minds, in 17iH) and 
1806, these opposite results. 
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already begun to deeory ; and, whet i« 
very remarkabje, be on tbe pre- 
cise circumatattoes in the temper of the 
times which were deatilied to mabe it 
ultimately expand to all the lofitre of 
day. “ I reokon much,” eoid Bludlier 
to Boumenne at Hamtmrg, whither he 
had retired on his parole from Lubeck, 
“ on the public«^piiit of Germany, on 
the enthofiiasm ^ch reigne in our 
univemtiee. Suooeaa in war is epheme*^ 
ral; but defeat itself contributes to 
nourish in a people the principles of 
honour ami a passion for national 
glory. Be assux^, when a whole 
people are resolved to emancipate 
tbemselires from foreign domination, 
they will never fail to succeed. 1 have 
no fears for the result. We shall ^bnd 
by having a landwehr such ss thf^ 
slavish spirit of the French could never 
produce. England will yield us its 
subsidies ; we shail reaew our alliauces 
with Kuasia and Austria, I know well 
the principles of the (Joalition. The 
sole objcr't which the allied sovereigns 
have in view is to put a limit to the 
system of aggreHsioLi which Napoleon 
has adopted, and which he pursues 
with the most alarming rapidity. In 
our first wars against France at the 
commeno(’ment of its Revolution, we 
fought for the rights of kings, in which, 
for my i^rt, I felt very littl# interest . 
but now the case is tc^tally changed ; 
the population of Prussia makes com- 
mon cause with its govemmeut ; ^he 
safety of ouv hearths is at stake; and 
reverses, when such a sinrit is abroad, 
desti-oy ennles without breaking the 
spirit of a iwtion. 1 h«>k forward with- 
out anxiety to the future, because I 
foresee that Ibrtune will not always fa- 
vour your Emi>eror. The time may 
come when Europe in a humiliat- 
ed by his exhausted hy his de- 

predations, mil rise up in arms against 
him. The more he enchains different 
nations, the more tendble will be the 
explosion when they burst their fet- 
ters. Who can now dispute tke insa- 
tiable passion for aggrandisement with 
which he is anima^d t No soon^ is 
Austria subjugated than Prussia is de- 
stroyed ; and though we have fallen, 
Russia remains to cuutinac the strife. 


I cannot foresee issue of this strug- 
gle ; ha$ M^pmiig it t<!> be favourabte 
to Framie, it Will online tb an end. You 
will speei&lf see new wars arise, and if 
we held fiiifU, France, worn out with 
conquests, Wjlll t^t len^^ succumb." 

105, Blucher was right in these an- 
ticipations. It is not in the sufihring 
but the pr^perity of nations that the 
seeds of rmn are in ^neral to be found; 
the anguish and numilialion %hich 
are the consequences of weakness^ dis- 
union, or corruption, are oft^ the se- 
vere school of ultimate improvement 
If we would discern the true cause of 
tbh fall of Prussia, we must go back to 
the vacillation and selfishness which 
characterised its national councils dar- 
ing the ten prospehfbs years whkh 
succeeded the treaty of B41e in 17^5 ; 
which caused it to temporise when the 
moment for action had arrived, and 
brought it in heedless security to the 
very edge of perdition ; which loitered 
the national feeling by sacrificing the 
national honotm, and paralysed the 
arms of its allies by inspiring distrust 
in the good faith of its government 
In the misery and degradation conse- 
quent ou the batUe af Jena, is to be 
found the commencement of the causes 
destined to produce the glorious lesur- 
rectiou of 1816. Periods of advers^ 
are seldom lost ii^ the end to nations 
any more than individuals ; it is the 
flow of unbroken prosperity, whiob, by 
promoting the growfh of the selfish 
passions, is tbe real source, in most 
cases, of irremediable nsin. Those 
twin curses of humanity, despotism 
and democracy, act in precisely the 
same way ou tlm sources of public 
welfare, by poisoning the fountains of 
individual exertion, and inducing in 
the active members of society a slavish 
submission to the authority of the ir- 
resistible executive, or a selfish prose- 
cution of their own interest-, instead of 
a generous devotion to the public good. 
Till this last stage of national degrada- 
tion hoe arrived, theie is always a hope 
of I’evivdl to its fortunes. No misfor- 
tunes are irremediable as long as the 
spirit of the people is unbroken ; no 
calamities irreparable but those which 
undermine their virtue. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 


OAMrAiGN OF ETLAXJ. DECBHBBR 1806— MABOa 1B07. 

1. Ta® campaign of iT^na bad de- pous vmxlt from iffeir exoritoBH, and, 
strayed the power of Prussia ; inoonsi- without underrating the forces of their 
derate valour had yielded to over* opponents, indulged a sanguine hop«^ 
whelming force and skilful combine- that the north would prove the limitB 
tion ; with more justice the King than of their power, and mat», while they 
the people could say with Francis I.«at repelled them from their own frontiers, 
Pavia, Tout est perdu hors Vkonneur. they would aSbrd the means of Ubera- 
Eut Russia was still untouched ; and tion to oppressed Europe. The eever- 
while her formid^ible legions remained ity^f a Polish winter could not deter 
unsubdued, the war, so far from being these undaunted combatants. Eager 
completed, could hardly be said to Vor the c6nflict, both the mighty hosts 
have serioi^y commenced. Napoleon approached the Vistula ; and, at a pe- 
felt this. On the Trebbia, at Novi, at nod of the year^when some respite is 
I)urrenstein,andAusterlitz, the French usually given in ordinary war to suf- 
had experienced the stem valour of fering humanity, they commenced a 
these northern warriors ; and he couiit- new campaign, and advanced througii 
ed the hours, as the mortal conflict ap- a snowy wilderness to the bloody field 
proached, which was to bring either of Eylau. 

universal empire or irrepai-able niin 2. Alexander had displayed the great- 
in its train. N<]r were the Russians est activity in repairing the losses which 
less desirous to: commence the strug- his army had sustained in the cam- 
gle. Confident in the prowess of their paign of Aiisterlitz. Thirtyfresh squad- 
arms — ^proud of the steady growth of rons and fifty-one battalions had been 
an empire, the fVontiers of which have added toJps amount/ all the chasm 
never yet receded, and which its mean- occasionea by the casualties of war 
est peasant believes is one day to sub- supplied, and the new French organi- 
due the world — ^they anticipated a glo- sation into divisions universally adopt- 

f 

* The Russian array was organised into eighteen dinsions, each of which was oomnosecl 
of six regiments of infantry, ten squadrons of heavy cavalry, ten of liglit, two liattcries of 
lioavy cannon, three of light or horse artillery, and a company of pioneers; in all for each, 
eigiiteen battalions, twenty squadrons, and seventy-two pieces of cannon ; about 12,000 men. 
The army was thus divided ; — ,, 

UattAltoDR. Squadrons. Cannom. 

1. Guard, under Grand-duke ConriUntine, . . S3 35 34 

2 . Polisli army — Bight divisions, under Ostermann, 

Hacken, Gallitrin, Touchkofl; Barclay de Tolly, 

Bootoroff, Essen, Ooi'tchakoff, after wards Ka- 

meuskoi, , 147 170 504 

3. Army of Moldavia-- Five divisions under Michelson 

as general-in-cliief, commanded by Woikonsky, 

&^mi]8ky, Milaradowitcli, Molndorf, aj.d the 

Duke of Hiehelieu, 90 100 

4. Intermediate corps under the Count A praxin, con- 

sisting of the divisions of General liitohoff, 

Prmt^i LabsinofC and Gortchakof^ . . .• 54 30 144 

Total, 324 336 103H 

besides the loeal corps in Georgia, Finland, and gBrrison battalions. The whole regular 
force was about 380,000 men ; but in no country is the diflfercncc between the numbers on 
paper and in the field so great as iu Russia, and the troops engaged m the campaign of Foiamd 
never exoeedod 30,000 men.— Jomihx, ii. 3S6; and Wilson, 4. 
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ed. Nor wM iliis all : — Anxious to 
rouse the religious enthuMasm of his 
subjects, ancr deeply impressed with 
the magnitude of th« struggle which 
was approaching, he had ocdled out a , 
defensive militia of six hundred thou> 
sand men, and excited .their devout j 
loyalty to the highest degree by a pro- 
cl^ation, in gfrhich Napoleon was re- 
presented as then^lentlesB enemy of 
the Christian reli^on, and they wej^ 
called on to shed their best blood in 
defence of the faith of their fethers.* 
This proclamation excited the ridicule 
of a large part of Bm'ope, still tainted 
by inhdel fanaticism, and not then 
awakened to the impossibility of com- 
bating revolutionary energy with any 
other weapons but those of religious 
fervour. But it was admirably calcis- 
lated for the simple-minded people to 
whom it was addressed, and excited 
such an enthusiasm, ihat not only was 
this immense annameut without diffi- 
culty raised, but., contrary to usual 
custom, the peasants drawn for the 
regular army joyfully left their homes, 
imd marched with songs of triumph^ ‘ 
amidst the blessings of their country- 
men, towards the frontier, the antici- 
pated scene of their glory or their 
martyrdom. 

8. The tt‘« lops who were now presa- 

* *' lluouupurte,” flai'd this pJ^claroation, 
which wa* read iu all the Russian churches, 

“ after iiaviug, by open force or secret in- 
1 , ngue, extendtjfi his power over the coun- 
tries whieli he oppresRes, menaces Kuisia, 
which Heaven protect, e. 3t is for you to 

[irovent the de/itroyer of peace, of tho faith, 
iiud of tlio happino&B of tnaukind, from Re- 
ducing tlio <ir!}iodox Cliristiw^js. Ho has 
tramided under foot every principle of truth ; 
in Egypt he pre^ohetl the Koran of Mahomet, 
111 hTariee mtiUiMstod his contempt for tho 
religion of JIu»uk> Christ by convoking Jew- 
3«h synagogvuMi. Do you love your fellow- 
i reatureM ? Fly the poi'secutor oV Christians. 
Do you desli-e to be saved ? Opi>oao an in- 
vincible liarrier Ui his advances. He has 
dared to tho combat God and Russia ; prove 
that you arc the defenders of the Most High 
and of ycMir country, Choae far from ytair 
frontiers chat imtnster ; punish bis barbarity 
to so many lunoeetit persons, whose blood 
crioH alomi to Heaven for vengeanAs. God 
will hea)- the prayer of tlie fkithfiil ; he will 
shield you witn his power ; he will cover 
withhis grace. Your exploitawlll be (jele- 
brnted by the church and by your country j 
immortal crowns or abodes of etortial felicity 
await 3 ^ou.’’ — ?lA,Ri>ENBfiBa, ix. 370. 


iug forward to 'dofeud tho western 
frontiore of the emptee were very dif- 
ferent &om those with whom the 
French bed hitherto, for i^e most part, 
oputended in the fields of Germany or 
i^e Itidian {fimns. The forces of civi- 
lisaiionj the resources of art, were ex- 
haueted ; the legions of Napoleon had 
reached 4^ old frontier of Europe ; 
the energy df the desert, the iho^ite of 
Asia wereuefore th^o ; passions hither- 
to, save in La Tend^, unexpeiienced 
in the contest, were now brought into 
action, Eeligions enthusiaam, patriotic 
ardour, the fervour of youthfui civUi- 
s&tiou, were arrayed against the power 
of knowledge, the discipline of art, the 
resoui’ces of ancient opulence, ^ere 
was to be seen the seif but recently 
emancipated from the servitude of his 
fathers, whose mother and sisters had 
checked the lamentation^ of . nature 
when he assumed the military hahit^ 
and bade him go forth, the champion 
ofrChristendom, to present glory and 
future paradise; there the peasant, 
inured from infancy to hardy exercise, 
ignorant alike of enjoyments and 
the corruptions of urban society, long 
accustomed to rural li^ur, and habi- 
tuated equally to the glow of a Enssian 
bath or the severity of a Scythian win- 
ter; there the Cossack, whose ste^d, 
nourished on thq, steppes of the Don, 
had never yet felt the curb, while his 
j master, following his beloved Hetman 
[ to tho theatre of action, bore his for- 
midable lance in his hand, his pistols 
and sword by his side, and his whole 
effects, the finiit of years of warfare, in 
the folds qf his saddle. Careless of tbefu- 
turc, the children of the desert joyfully 
took their way to the animating fields of 
plunder and triumph ; mounted on small 
but swift and indefatigable horses, they 
were peculiarly adapted for a country 
where provisions were scanty, forage 
exhausted, and haisiships univemL 
The heat of summer, the frost of win- 
ter, were alike unable to check the 
vigour of their dhaultory operations ; 
and whedf the hosts on either side wera 
arrayed in battle, and the charge of 
regular forces was requisite, they often 
appeared with decisive effect at the 
critical moment Urging their horses 
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to full s^ed^ they bore down^ by the 
length of their epe&ns and the vehe- 
mence of their oneet) the most power- 
ful cavalry of Western Europe.* 

4. If the whole disposable Russian 
form had be^ united upon the Vis- 
tula, they would have presented an 
imposing mass of a hundred and fiffy 
thousand warriors, against iwhich lul 
the efforts of Napoleon Voutd, in all 
probability, have been exei^ in vain* 
But by a strange and unaccountable 
infatuation, at the very moment when 
this formidable contest awaited them 
on the Polish plains, a large portion ^f 
their disposable force was drawn off to 
the shores of the Danube, and a Turkish 
Buperadded to tl^ already overwhelm- 
ing weight of the French war. Of the 
causes which led to this imhappy di- 
version, and the grounds which the 
cabinet of St Peterabuig set forth in 
vindication of their aggression on the 
Ottoman dominions, a full account 
will be given in the sequel of this 
work;t but, in the mean time, its 
effect in causing a most calamitous 
division of the Kussian force is too ob- 
vious to require ^ustration. At Eylau 

* “ Mounted,” lajs Wilson, " on a little, 
i’Uconditionwl, but well-bred horse, which 
can walk with ease at the rate of five miles an 
or dliqiule in his speed the race with 
the swiftest, W'ith a short whip on hie wTist, 
os he wears no spur, atHied with the lance, 
a pistol in his girdle, and a sword, the Cos- 
sack never fears a comnetitor in single com- 
bat; but m the Polish war he irresistibly 
attacked every opposing squadron in the 
field. Terror preened his charge ; and In 
vain difli'jplmo endeavoured to preaeut an 
impediment to tlio protruding pikes. The 
cuirassiers alone preserved some coufUieiice, 
and appeared to baffio the arnrs tAA skill of 
the Cossack , but in the battle of Picussisch- 
Eylau, when the cuirassiers made their des- 
perate change on the liussian centre, and 
passed through an interval, the Coaaacka m • 
stantly boi« dowh on t>ieni, sfieared them, 
unhoi^ thom^ and, in a few moments, five 
hundred and thirty Cossacks reai>peared in 
the field, equipped with the spoils of the 
slain But they did not permanently wear 
them ; the steel trophies were conveyed by 
subscription to the Bon and the Volga, whore 
they ore Inspected as tro^ios of their prowess, 
and respected as the pride of their kindred 
and glory of their nation "—Wilson, 27, 28. 
When the author saw the Cossacks of the 
Don and the Guard at Paris in May 1814, 
tills description was still precisely applicable. 

t See iiifra, Cliap. LXiat. on the Turkish 
War. 


the hostile furoos cm Hither side were 
near^ equal, and both retired without 
any decisive advantage from that scene 
of blood 7 ten ^ thousand additional 
troops would there have overthrown 
Napoleon, and driven him to a dis- 
astrous retreat, wh^e fifty thousand of 
the best troops of the Huseovite em- 
ire were usdessly employed on the 
anks of the Dani^oe. At the same 
£me it must be remembered that the 
war in Moldavia was resolved on, and 
the necessary orders transmitted, before 
the disasters in Prussia were known, 
or the pressing necessity for succour 
on the Vistula could have been anti- 
cipated ; the battle of JeUu was fought 
on the 14th October, and on the 2Sd 
November, General Michelson entered 
Moldavia, «and commenced the Tuikish 
campaign. But though the Russian 
cabinet is thus not answerable for hav- 
ing given orders to commence an addi- 
tional war unnecessarily in the midst 
of the desperate struggle in the north 
of Germany, yet it cannot be relieved 
of the i*espouaibility of having, with- 
out any adequate cause, provoked hos- 
tilities in the southern provinces of its 
empire, at a time w'hen the contest in 
Saxony, if not commenced, might at 
least have been easily foreseen, when 
the resolution to annul the treaty, 
signed by^d’Oubril at Paris, had been 
already l^en, and all the strength of 
Europe was required to meet the en- 
counter with the conqueror of Ausfcer- 
litz on the banks of the Elbe.t 
I 5. While Russia, distracted by the 
I vai*ied interests of her mighty domin- 
ions, was thus niuuiug the hazard of 
destruction by the imprudent division 
of her forces in presence of the enemy, 
Napoleon was extremely perplexed at 
Posen by the consideration of the Po- 
lish question. The destiny of the Sar- 
matian people, which enters so deeply 

t The dotenniDution to refuse tho mtifica- 
ti<in of the treaty, signed at Pans by d'fhibriU 
was taken at 8t Petersburg on the 25tii Au- 
gust— the Dniester was leased on the 28(1 
November. The resolution to provoke a 
Turiiish war, tlierefore, was taken after it 
was known that a continued struggle with 
the enemy, whose strength they had felt at 
Austcrlitz, had become inevitable. 

Chap. XLH. $ 72. 



HISTOBY OP KUBOPE. 


18060 


a99 


into the aolution of evtr^ politicftl 
combination ^of the nineteenth oentoij, 
here stood in tihe very formoet ranK, 
and called for immediate denigioii. The 
advance of the French armieB through 
Prueeinn Poland towards WarsaWi ihe 
ambiguous, but still encouraging words 
of the Emperor to the nnmerouB de- 
putations whkh approached him, had 
awakened to th^^hest degree the 
hopes and expeetatioxiB of that unfor- 
tunate, but impassioned race. A so- 
lemn deputation from Ghuat Poland, 
headed by Count Dzadiniki, waited 
upon Napoleon, and announced an ap- 
proach lug insurrectiru of the Polii^ 
nation, headed by their nobles, pala- 
tines, and chiefs : a great excitement 
prevailed in Lithuania, and symptoms 
of alarming effervescence were visilde 
even in Galicia. The crisis was of the 
most violent kind ; an immediate deci- 
sion was called for b)" imperious neces- 
sity ; Napoleon was much at a loss how 
to act, and the question was warmly 
debated by the council assembled at 
Ms headquarters. 

6. On the one hand, it was urged by 
the friends of Poland, that the only 
ally in the east of Europe, on wliom 
France could really and permanently 
depend, was now preparing to range 
itself by her side, and enter into a con- 
test of life or death in lAr support. 
The ailiapees of cabinets may be dis- 
solved, the frieudshixis of kings may 
be extinguished, but the union na- 
tions. founded on identity of interest 
and community of feeling, may be cal- 
culated upon as of more lasting endur- 
ance. But what people was ever im- 
pelled towards another by such jK>wer- 
ful motives, (.r animated in the alliance 
by such vehement passions, as Poland 
now is towards France f Alone of all 
great nations, in ancient or modern 
times, she has been partitioned by her 
powerful and ambitious neighbours, 
struck down to the earth by hostile 
armies, and swept, by repeated spolia- 
tionb. from the book of existence. Her 
nationality is destroyed, her people 
Bcattt^red, her glories at an end. *Ib it 
possible that these injuries can be for- 
gotten, that such unparalleled calami- 
ties should leave no traces behind 


iheho* ui the. bi^ts of the descendants 
of the Saimatian race ? Is it not cer- 
tain, on the contrary, that they have 
!rft theie profound impressions, inera- 
dicable peasione, which are rc^y, on 
the fisat ^vouvaHe opportunity, to 
raise throu^out the whole scattered 
provinces of the old nubile an inex- 
tinguiahable dame ? Where has the 
Emperor fodnd snob faithful followers, 
such devoted ffdelity, as in the Polish 
legions of the Italian army, whom 
Muscovite barbarity drove to seek an 
asylum in foreira lands ? Is it expe- 
dient to refuse the proffered aid of a 
hundred thousand such warriom, who 
aie ready to fly to hia standards from 
the whole widespnad fields of Sar- 
matia ? 

7. ** True, they are tindisoipUned — 
without arms, fortresses, magadnes, or 
resources — but what doeS all that sig 
nifyf Napoleon is in the midst of them; 
his invincibie legions will precede them 
in the fight; from his enemies and their 
spoilers his victorious sword will wrest 
the implements of war; in the example 
of his followers, they will see the moctel 
of military discipline. The Poles are 
by nature warriors/ iittle training ot- 
organisation is requisite to bring them 
into the field. When the regular forces 
of Germany had sunk in the confi&ct, 
their tumultuary array chased the in- 
fidels from the heart of Auidria, and 
delivered Vienna from Mussulman bon- 
dage. Nor is it mei^ly a temporary 
succour which may be anticipated from 
their exertions ; lasting aid, a durable 
alliance, may with oonfidenoe be ex- 
pected firom their necessities. Sur- 
rounded by the partitioning powers, 
they have no chance of independence 
but in the French edlianoe; the moment 
they desert it, they will be again cnish- 
ed oy their ambition. Not only the 
nationality of Poland, but the indivi- 
dual safety of its whole inhabitants, 
must for ever bind them to their de- 
liverers; tliey well know wbat cruel 
punishipents an^ confiscations would 
await them should they again fall un- 
der the Husoovite yoke. In restoring 
the oldest of European common wealths, 
therefore, not only will a memorable 
act of justice be done, a memorable 
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pHoialunciit of iniquity infiictedy but 
a durabU aXiianoe on tlie froutidr of 
civiliaation ^viriU be fomed, and a bar- 
rier erected againat inroada of bar- 
barism in tbe people wbo, in eyeiy 
age, have deyot^ tbeir blood to com- 
bating its advances/' 

8. specious as these arguments were, 
and powerfully as they appealed to the 
generous feelings of our nfcture, it may 
be doubted whether they tfere not op- 
posed by others of greater solidity. 
It is in vain,” at was urged in reply, 
** to dwell on the misfortunes of Poland, 
or represent her partition as an un- 
avoidable calamity for which her in- 
habitants are noways answerable. Such 
a misfoi-tune may^doubtless sometimes 
occur to a small state suiTouuded by 
larger ones ; but was that the case in 
the present instance? On the contrary, 
Poland was oHginaJly the most powerful 
nation in the north ; her dominions ex- 
tended from the Euxine to the Bal tic, and 
from Suabia to Smoleusko. All Prussia, 
great part of the Austrian dominions, 
and a large portion of Russia, have at 
different times been carved out of her 
widespread territories. So fas from being 
weaker than Russia, she was originally 
much stronger ; and the standards of the 
■Tagellons and the Piasts have more than 
once been planted in triumph on the 
walls of the Kremlin. eveiiheless, her 
history for the last five hundred years 
has been nothing but a succession of 
disastct's, illuminated at intervals by 
transient gleams of heroic achievement; 
and, notwithstanding the valour of her 
inhabitants, her frontiei’s have, from 
the earliest times, been consttantly re- 
ceding, until at length she became the 
prey of potentates who had risen to 
importance by acquisitioas reft from 
herself, So unifoim and undeviating 
a course of misfortune, in a kingdom 
so brave, so enthusiastic, and so popu- 
lous, as even at the naoment of its par- 
tition to contain sixteen millions of in- 
habitants, argues some incurable vice 
in its domestic institutions. It is not 
difficult to see what this vice was, when 
we contemplate the uniform and fatal 
weakness of the Executive, the disor- j 
ders consequent on an elective mon - 1 
archy, the inveterate and deadly ani- j 


mosity of faeticu, and . the insane de- 
mocratic spirit of i^ plebnelan nobleese, 
which made John Sobieski, a century 
before itstfinalUestruction, prophesy 
the approaching luin of the coznmon- 
wealiji. 

8. Snch being the character of 
Polish institutions, as they have Wn 
ascertained by experience, and proved 
by the ruin of thq^j^ommonwealth, it 
Iwomes a most serious question whe- 
ther it is for the interest of France, for 
the aid of such an ally, to incur the 
certain and inveterate hostility of the 
three noitheiu powers. That Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria will thenceforth 
be combined in an indissoluble alliance 
against France, if Poland is restored, 
and the rich provinces now eiyoyed by 
them from its pai-tition wrested from 
their vast dominions, is evident ; and, 
whatever may be thought of the 
strength of the S^armatian levies, there 
can be but one opinion as to the niili- 
taiy resources which they enjoy. AVhat 
aid can Polish enthusiasm bring to the 
French standards, to counterbalance 
this strong combination of the greatest 
military powers of Eui'ope ? A hundred 
thousand horaemen, brave, doubtless, 
and enthusiastic, but d&stitute of for- 
tresses, magazines, and resources, and 
inhabiting a level plain, unprotected by 
mountainsf'rivers, or any natural fron- 
tier, and open on all sides to, the incur- 
sions of their well -organised opponents. 
Sup;i> 08 ing that, by &e aid of the vast 
aruiy and still vaster reputation of Na- 
jwleoD, they shall succeed at this time 
in beating back the Russian hosts, and 
wrestir^g Lithuania from their grasp, 
what may not be apprehended from the 
appearance of Austria on the theatre 
of conflict, and the debr»uohing of a 
hundred and fifty thousand men in the 
rear of the (Irand Anny, when far ad- 
vanced in the deserta of Muscovy ? 
That the cabinet of Vienna is prepar- 
ing for the conflict is evident; that 
she is arming is well known ; fear and 
uncerUinty as to the future alone re- 
strain her forcea But the stroke which 
by restoring Poland severs Oalicia from 
her empire, will at once determine her 
policy, and bring the Imperial legions 
in formidable strength to the banks of 
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the Elbe. Even Buppo»i|»g that, by an 
impri^cedented eetiea of vlotnnef), these 
dangers are Averted for the 
and the French battaJionB, goaded with 
honouTB^ regain the Hhine; how ia Po- 
land, still torn by intestine faction, and 
destitute of any solid institutioiis, with- 
out forti’essesy or the defence of moun- 
tain ranges, withstand her formid- 
able militaiy n^hbours? How is 
France, at the dieftance of four huf- 
dred leagues, to protect a power whose 
internal weakness has always been such 
that it has never been able to protect 
itself against its own provinces? If a 
ban-ier is to be erected against Russian 
ambition, and a state formed dependent 
on the French alliance for its e^tence, 
far better to look for it in Prussia, whose 
history exhibits as remoi'kable a rise gs 
that of Poland does a decline, and tne 
Holidity of whose institutions, not less 
than the firmness ofjber national cha- 
racter, has 1:)eeu decisively exhibited in 
her contest with all the military forces 
of Europe during the Seven "X ears’ 
War.” 

1 0, Pressed by so many difficulties, 
and struck in an especial manner by 
the danger of bringing the forces of 
Austria upon his rear, while engaged 
ill the hardships of a winter campaign 
in Poland. Napoleon resolved upon a 
middle course.* Irrevocabl^xed upon 
humbling Prussia to the dim, and en- 
tirely indifferent to the irritation which 
he might excite among its people, be 
resolved to rouse to the uttermost the 
inhabitants of Prussian Poland; but 
at the same time sedulously to abstain 
from aiiy invifentious to Galicia to re- 
volt, and even to hold out no eucoiu*- 
agement to *he Russian provinces of 

■* “I lovc5 the Poles/' said he to Rapp, 
after liaviiifj received one of their deputa- 
tions ; " their ardour pleases me. I could 
wish to render them an Independent people, 
but it is no easy undertaking Too many 
natJ(;tnM are iatcresU^d la their spoils-— 
Austria, Russia, Prussia. If the match is 
once lighted, tliere is no saying whore it 
would slop. My ftrtit duty is towards France, 
and It IS no part of it to aacrifico its interests 
to Poland— that would lead us too for Wo 
must leave its destinies iu the hands ox the 
supremo disposer of all things — to Time. It 
will poB8il)ly teach us heroallter what course 
we ought to purawe.**— liona. viL iJOC. 


Liihnonia to Join the standard of 
lish indcji^noenoe. Elosolusko, wHo, 
since his heroic achieyements in 1794, 
had liyed.ln retiresoi^t near Fcntame- 
bleau, was invited, by Napoleon to join 
his countrymen ; and *a prodamatlon, 
drawn up in his nanas» was even pub- 
lished in the French papm, in which 
he promised speedily to put himself at 
their h^; but the course of time soon 
dispell^ illusion, and it became 
painfully evident to the Poles that their 
lUustiious hero, despaping of success, 
or having no confidence In their pre- 
tended auies, was resolved to hetir the 
jinsponsibility of no future insurrec- 
tions under such auspices, t In fact, 
he had been profoundly afieeted ^ the 
indifference manifesfiba by all the Euro- 
pean powers to the fate of Poland on 
occasion of the final partition, and tho- 
roughly impressed with the id<m that 
no efficacious co-operation could ex- 
pected from any of them. Whil^ were- 
feye. he rendered full justice to the 
military talents of Napoleon, he did 
not the less despair of seeing the de- 
liverance of Barmatia in good faith at- 
tempted by his despotic arms. The 
task of i-ousing thel'oles in the Prus- 
sian dominions was tfei^fore commit- 
ted to Dombrowski and Wybicki : the 
former of whom had acquired a de- 
served celebrity at the head of the Po- 
lish Legion in Italy, while the latter 
possessed such infiueuoe with his coun- 
trymen as to promise great advantage 
to the cAuse of Napoleon, 

11. At the same time;, every care 
was taken to excite the feelings and 
diminish the apprehensions of the Poles 
of Pru^la; heart-stirring proclama- 
tions in Kosciusko’s name were address- 
ed to them by the generals of their na- 

t " Kosciusko/' said this fabricated epistle, 
dated Ist November, " is about to place him- 
self iu the midst of you. Ho sees iu your 
deliverers no ambitious conquerors; the 
great nation is before you ; Na).4olean expects 
you ; Kosciusko cuUa you. 1 fly to your suc- 
cour, never more to,b>Jivo your side. Worthy 
of the g^t man whose arm is stretched 
fortli for your delivci-anoe, I attach myself 
to your cause never again to abandon it. 
The bright days of Poland have returned ; 
we ore under the segis of a monarch ooous- 
tomed to overcome diffiouitios by miraclea" 
— Harpenbeso, IX. 
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tioB in the Italiatt anny; Wt that found from misfortune. Their first 
bra^e man himseif, !fiuthful to the oath paaaioU) the uniTeml wish, is to 
he had taken to tht Emperor of Rue- become again a nation. The rich 
and aware of the deitieiTe nature isaue from theit, ohateaua to demand 
of Napoleon's auppoTtt t«fueed to take with loud* cries the reestablishment 
any part in these proceedings ; re- of the nation, and to offer their ohih 
siated all the brilUant offers wbii^ he dren, their fortune, their infiuence, 
made to induce him to engage in hie in the cause. That spectacle is truly 
gerrice, and even had the boldness, in touching. Already the^ have evei^ 
foreign journals, to disavow (She letter whm« resumed their ancient cos- 
the French governm^t had pub- tumes, their anci&t customs. Isy 
lished in his name. Notwithstanding t£eD, the throne of Poland about t(j 
this reserve, however, the advance of be restored, and is the nation destined 
the French armies to Warsaw, and the to resume its existence and iudepen- 
sedulous care which t^ey took to save denoe ? From the depth of the tomb 
the inhabitants from every species »f is it destined to start into life f God 
insult or contribution, produced an ex- alone^ who holds m his hands the com* 
traordinary excitement in the Polish binaticgk of great events, is the arbiter 
provinces. Univetsally they were hail- of that giviat political problem, but 
ed as delivei’ers — the substantial bene- certainly never was an event more me- 
fits, the real protection, the fostering morable ol worthy of interest." Situ- 
tranquillity of the Prussian administra* ated as Napoleon was, the reserve of 
tion, were foigotten in the recollection this language waft an act of humanity 
of ancient achievem^ts, and, incited as well as justice to tl)e unhappy race 
by the heart-stirring proepcct of cop- whose destiny it still held in suspenwe ; 
ing independence, the nation was fast but it contributed powerfully to allay 
running into its ancient and ruinous the rising enthusiasm of the ^ Russian 
anarchy. The public exultation was and Austrian provinces of the ancient 
at its height when Napoleon arrived at commonwealth ; and the prudent, de- 
Posen : several regiments were already spairing of any national resurrection 
formed in Pru^an Poland ; and the from such an ally, began to ark, if 
arrival of the French troops in Warsaw, the restoration of the republic of Po- 
which the Russians evacuated at their land could in good faith be expecttd 
apjjroach, was universally liailed as the from the |aan who had extinguished 
first day of Polish restoration. the liberty of his own. country ? " 

12. Napoleon was not insensible to IS. Ono chance, and only one, re- 
the important effects of this national mained tc» Napoleon of smoothing 
enthusir^rn, both in augmenting the aw^ tlie dififioulties which surround- 
resources of his own army, and inter- ed the i^storaraon of Poland, and that 
cepting those of his opponents ; but at consisted in the proposal, which at this 
the same time he felt the necessity of time he made to Austria, to exchange, 
not rousing all Poland in A similar its share of Poland for its old province 
manner, or incurring the iiamediate of Silesia. During the negotiation 
hostility of Austria, by threatening the with Prussia for a separate i.>eftce, he 
tenure by which she held her Polish only held out the prospect of this ex- 
acquisitidns. He resolved, therefore, change in a doubtful manner to the 
to moderate the general fervour, and cabinet of Vienna ; but no sooner had 
confine it to the provinces of Pnissia, the King of Prussia refused to ratify 
where it was intended to excite a con- the aimistice of Charlottenburg, i-han 
flagration , and this was done by the General Andr^ossi was authorised to 
bulletin whic>» appenred on the 1st propose it formally to that power 
December : — The love which the Count Stadion replied, that the good 
Poles entertain for their country, and faith of the Imperial government would 
the sentiment of nationality, is not only not permit them to accept a possession 
preseiTed eniii*e in the heart of the whose surrender was not assented b> 
people, butdt has become more pro- by Prussia; and it would indeed have 
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been an extraordinary ^ult in policy, 
as well B« breach of momiity, to have 
thus despcrilec|>a foiendly power and re^ 
opened an^andent wmmA, at the vex^ 
moment when a oon<fentrafion of all 
energies was required to resist the ene- 
my who threatened to destroy all the Eu- 
ropean statea In consequence of this 
refusal, the conduct of Kapoleon, in re- 
gard to Foland^beoamestillmoregiiard- 
ccl; and, althoixgh k pz-oTisional goven^- 
nient and local adjnixustration wez^ 
fanned at Warsaw, yet none but 
tives of Prussian Powd were admitted 
to any share in the direction of afraiia. 
Meanwhile the conduct of Austria was 
so dubious as to inspire no small dis- 
quietude for the rear of the Grand 
Army. Already sixty thousand men 
were assembledio Bohemia ; new trooro 
were daily directed towardfa Galicu^ 
and the greatest activity was displayed 
in forming magasin^ in both these 
provinces. When questioned concern- 
ing these armaments, the cabinet of 
Vienna returned only evasive answers, 
alleging the necessity of making their 
ft-ontiers respected by the numerous 
armies by which they were surrounded. 
Napoleon saw well that the Austrians 
were dissembling, but he concealed his 
resentment, and merely sent Geueml 
Andri^ofifsi to Vienna to k^p a more 
vigilant eyo on the warlil^ prepara- 
tions which were going forward. 

14. During hie stay at Posen, the 
French Emperor made, ou repeated 
occasions, the strongest professioufc of 
his resolution to sup^rt the Turks 
against the invasion of the Kussians. 
To the Prussian plenipotentiaries at 
Charlottenbiirg he declared, “ That the 
greatest of all the evils which Prussia 
has occa8it>in d to France by the late 
war, is the shock they have given to 
the independence of the Ottoman 
Poito ; as the imperious commands of 
the Emperor of liussia have brought 
back to the government of Walluchia 
and Moldavia the hospodars, justly 
banished from their administration ; 
which, in effect, reduces their principal- 
ities to the rank of Kuseiau provinces. 
But the full and complete indef»en- 
deuce of the Ottoman empire will ever 
be tfie object most at heart with the hm- 


as it is indispensable iolr the se- 
curity France ad Italy. He wed 
esteem the successes of the present war^ 
of little valuer if they did not give bii:n 
toe xueaus of reinstating the i^ublime 
Porto in oompleto independence. In 
conformity with these principles, the 
Emperor is detomnmd that, until the 
Sultan shall have reoervered the full 
and entixt ajpomand both cf Moldavia 
and Wallsd^ and is comidetely h- 
eured in hit own independence, the 
French troops will not evacuate any 
part of toe countries they have con- 
quered, or which may hereafter fall 
into their power.** The same resolu- 
tion was publicly announced in toe 
bulletini^ when intoUige&ce of the ill^ 
judged invasion of 4he piincipsdities 
arrived ; and yet, within six months 
afterwards, though Turkey had faith- 
fully and gallantly stood tq toe French 
alliance under circumstances of ex- 
treme peril, Napoleon, as will shortly 
ai^ar, signed a treaty at Tilsit, by 
wnicb not only were Wallachia and 
Moldavia ceded to Bussia, but pro- 
vision was made for the partition of 
toe whole Turkish dominions in Eu- 
rope f 9 

15. While this gr^ political ques- 
tion was under discussion, during the 
fortnight that the EmperoFs stay con- 
tinued at Posen, the army in gi'lat 
force approached toe Yiattda ; but the 
severity of the weather, and the inces- 
sant fatigue of the troops, in the long 
and dreary marches through that mo- 
uotonoqs country at so inclement a 
season, produced a general feeling of 
despondency among the soldiers, and 
gave rise*to a fermentation which even 
Napoleon deemed alarming. To the 
intoxication consequent on the vic- 
tory of Jena bad succeeded a mortal 
disquietude, when, immediately after 
such glorious sneoesses, instead of the 
cantonments and repose which they ex- 
pected, they found themselves dragged 
on in the depth of winter to begin a 
new campaign, amidst pathless snows 
and gloomy forests. Even the heroic 
Lannes was so impressed with these 
difficulties, that he wrote to Napoleon 
in the strongest terms, advising the 
cessation of hostilitieSi un^ describing 
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the anarchy and oonAision which pre- 
vailed in X'oland, from which no effi- 
cient aid could be expected.* In order 
to diftpel theae sinister presentiment^ 
Napoleon took advantage of the anni- 
versary of the battle of Austerlitz to 
address an animating proclamation to 
his aihny. “ Soldiers ! this day year^ 
at this very hour, you were on the me- 
morable field of Austerlitz. *The Rus- 
sian battalions fled in terror before you, 
or, surrounded on all sides, laid down 
their arms to their conquerors. On 
the day following they read the words 
of peace, but they were deceitful. 
Hardly had they escaped, by the effects 
of a generosity perhaps blamable, from 
the disasters of the third coalition, 
than they set o# foot a fourth ; but 
the new UBy on whose skilful tactics 
they placed all their hopes, is already 
destroyed. • His strongholds, his capi- 
tal, his magazines, two hundred and 
eighty standards, seven hundred field- 
pieces, five first-rate fortresses, are, in 
our power. The Oder, the Waiiha, 
the deserts of Poland, have been alike 
unable to restrain your steps. Even 
the storms of winter have not aiTestod 
you an instant : ^^ou have braved all, 
surmounted ali*^ Evexything has flown 
at your approach. In vain have the 
Russians endeavoured to defend the 
capital of the ancient and illustrious 
Poland. The Frencfl eagle hovers over 
the V istula : the brave and unfortu- 
nate Poles, when they l>ehold you, 

* “ After the suncess of the Prussian war. 
T.annes wished to bait upon the Oder, and 
expressed that i^inion without restTMlnt 
On arriving at Biomberg alien a tevero 
inarch, lie wrote to Buonaparte trict he had 
traversed a sandy, barren, uninhabited coun- 
try, with the exception of the climate only 
fit to ho compared with the desert to lie 
crossed in passing from Egypt to Syria ; tnai 
the soldiers were cast down and stricken 
with the fever arising from the damp soil and 
season ; that the Poles were little disposed 
for insurrection, and trembling under the 
yoke of their masters ; that their disposition 
should not be estimated by the factitious en- 
thusiasm of a few nobloL attracted to Posen 
by the love of noise alia novelty. That at 
botbim they were ever /H iwImm, dwided, and 
dmr(f<uiig€d, aud that In strivlim to recon- 
stitute them as a nation, the blood of France 
would be spent in vain in a work neither 
solid nor permanent*' — Tmieits, (SwiwhUrt 
VBnpin, vii. z67. 


Imamue that they sec the Boldiers of 
Sobieaki retutniug from his memor- 
able expedition I Soldiers t we shall 
not again, lay ^own our arms till a 
generd peace has secured the power 
of our allies, and restored to our com- 
merce liberty aud its colonies. On the 
Mbe and the Oder we have conquered 
Pondicherry, our estabyshments in the 
Eastern Seas, the Cap© ot Good Hope, 
end the Spanish oolonies. Who has 
given Oie Russians right to hope that 
tiiey can balance the weight of destiny ? 
Who has authorised them to overturn 
such great designs ?. Are not they and 
we the soldiers of Austerlitz ? ” Even 
in the forests of Poland, and amidst 
ice and snow, the thoughts of Napoleon 
were incessantly fixed on England and 
fhe Easi;; and it was to overthrow 
her power on the banks of the Ganges 
that a campaign was undeitaken in the 
depth of winierton the shores of the 
Vistula. 

16. This proclamation, dictated by 
a profound knowledge of the French 
character, produced an extraordinary 
effedt upon the soldiers. It was dis- 
tributed with profusion over all Ger- 
many, aud none but im eyewitness 
could credit the in Buence which xt had 
in restoring the spirit of the men. The 
veterans in the front line forgot their 
fatigues eptd privations, and thought 
only of soon terminating the war by a 
second Austerlitz on the banks of the 
Vistula ; those who were approaching 
by 'forced nis^hes in the rear, re- 
doubled their exertions to join their 
comrades in the more forward stations, 
and counted the days till they gainotj 
sight of the eagles which appeared to 
be advancing to immortal renown. 
The better to improve upon these dispo- 
sitions, aud at the same time establish 
a durable record of thoglorious achieve- 
menis of his troops, Napoleon, by a 
ilecree published on the same day, gave 
orders for the erection of a splendid 
edifice on the site of the convent of 
the Madeleine, at the end of the Boule- 
vards Italiens at Paris, with the in- 
scription — *‘The Emperor Napoleon 
to the soldiers of the Grand Army.” 
In the interior were to be inscribed, on 
tablets of marble, the names of all those 
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who hiwl been present in the battles of 
Marengo, Austerlitz^ and Jena; on ta- 
blets of gold) names of all those who 
had fallen in these meniii>rabl»oonflicts. 
There also were to be deposited the 
armS) statneS) standards) oolourS) and 
monuments of evei-y description, taken 
daring the two campaigns bj-'the Grand 
Army. Every year a great solemnity 
was to commemorate, on the ^d De- 
cember) the glory of these memorable^ 
days; but, in the disoourses or odes 
made on the ooeasloxi) no mention was 
ever to be made of the Emperor : like 
the statues of Brutus and Cassius at the 
timeral of JuniS) his eirploits, it was 
%vell known, wotild only be the more 
present to the mind from being with- 
drawn from the sight 
17. This project took a strwig hold* 
of the imagination of Kapoleou : ho 
gave immediate oiders for the forma- 
tion of plans for the ddihee, and the 
purchase of all the buildings in the 
vicinity, in order to form a vast circu- 
lar of unifonn buildings around 
d; and, as a previous decree had^di* 
rected the construction of the Bourse 
or public exchange on that situation, 
ho shortly after directed the minister 
of the interior to look out for another 
isolated situation for that stmeture, 
worthy of the grandeur of the capi- 
# 

^ “I will hiive nothing- in wood. The 
sin’ctahirs sliould be ranged on benches of 
marble forming the steps of tlii* ainplii- 
tnctttve of the jmblic.— Nothing - in tt»8 
temple should be movable Afbd ciiangeable ; 
livorythlng, on tlie wntrary, should be fixed 
in itB place — No wood must be used m the 
eouhtruction of such a temple. — Granite and 
iron are the materials for such a monument 
—Granite muet bclfund for the other nrionu- 
monte which I !-hall institute, which by 
their nature, tnuy admit of tliirty, forty, or 
fifty years for their construction. I intend 
to erect 8uoh a temple as might have stood 
at Athens, and haa not hitherto existed m 
Hans. Albtlie interior soul ptui-e must be in 
marble, and aouhiture fitt^ to grace the 
and banq^ixtinp rooms of the vivee a/ 
Paris bankers, -nmst not bo propoaod. Mere 
ornament is neither simple nor noble; no- 
thing that 18 not durable must be employed 
in this n.ouunient. I repeat that we must 
have no vipbolsterons* work, not even cur- 
tains NaPQi,BON au Ministre de Plnteriei^e 
J^nkenstf/n, 80th May 1807 ; Thikks' Cowmai 
ft r£wnir<i!.— Napoleon waft endow'ed with 
the real soul of an artist ; like Michael An- 
VOL. Vt 
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tal, aud th© gi*eatnesa of the busiueia 
which will one day be transacted with- 
in its walls.” tone Place whibh it 
fronted was to retain its title “ de la 
Concorde,” for that it ia,” said Napo- 
leon, ** which i*enders Fi-ance inrm- 
cible,” He was desirous that the 
monument should be an imitation of 
the Panthton, or some other Grecian 
temple, and omistructed entirely of the 
most durabld^and oostly materials. The 
inteiior, , in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, was to be arranged with seats 
of solid marble ; iron, bronze, and 
granite, intermingled with lettm' of 
gold, were alone to be employed in 
the inside. Among the designs pre- 
sented, he at once nxixl ou that which 
has since been adopteilfor that exqui- 
site structure.* Huch was the origin 
of those beautiful edifices, the Church 
of the Madeleine and the fiixohange at 
Paris ; and which, carried on fJhroitgh 
other reigns, and comjjleted uhder 
another dynasty, with that grandeur 
of conception and perseverance in exe- 
cution by w’hich the public edifices 
in Paris si's distinguished, will for cen- 
turies attract the ed ideated from all 
countries to PaiTs, assthe centre of 
modern architectural beauty. To tlie 
world, at that time, Napoleon revealed 
no other design in the fetnicture of tht 
« <1 

pelo, he would have placed anotbor Panthe- 
on m Gie air. Hod fortune not made him 
t>)c first (general, ho was cpialtfied to have 
l>coome the greatest artist of modern times 
— another proof among the many which his- 
tory affurdft of the truth of Johiwon’s ob- 
servation. that **geniuB is nothing but atroog 
natural parts accidentally turned iii one di- 
rection. Yft, strange mixture of the great 
and the little In that extraordinary mind, 
even when engaged with those h^fty deftigna 
defttined to perpetuate giorious deeds to re- 
mote ages, he could not forget tho sensolesa 
jealouftioB of the moment. Hi« obsen-atlon 
as to the sculptui'eft in the salons of the 
liankera’ wives at Paris was a hic at Madam© 

Uecamior, th© object of his extreme jcalouav 
on account of her beauty, which almi>st bal- 
anced his colossal fame, and whose suite of 
rooms had been richly ornamented in that 
style, —another proof ©of tlio truth of the 
eamc great Tporaiist's observation, *' that no 
one ever raised himself from a private sta- 
tus to great eaunenco among men, who did 
not unite commanding qualities to mean- 
nesses which would be iaconcelvahle in or- 
diimry men.' 


U 
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Madelei&e tliftH iliat of a monament 
to the OnrnA Army; but» penetrated 
with the magnitude o| the miaeion 
mth which he was persuaded he was 
intrusted — ^that of dosing the wounds 
of the Bevolution — he in his secret 
2>eart destined for it another and a 
greater object. He intended to have 
made it an expiatory monument to 
Louis XVI., Marie Antotnette, and the 
other victims of the Revdlution— a de- 
sign which he did not propose to de- 
clare for ten years, when the fever of 
revolutionary ideas was in a great 
measure exhausted ; and therefore it 
was, that he directed its front to face 
the centre of the Place Louis XV., 
where those ai^st martyrs had per- 
ished, and constructed it on tlie site 
of the Madeleine, neai' which their uu- ' 
coffined remains still lay in an undis- 
tinguished grave.* 

* **No one but raysclf/' said he, could 
restore the momorj' of IjOUIs XVI., and wash 
from the nation the crimes with which few 
galley slaves and au uuliappy fatality Iiad 
stauied it The Ijoiirbous being of his 
family, and resting on external succour, m 
striving to do so. would have l«5ou cousuler- 
od as only avenging their own causo, and 
have increased Ini' public animosity 1, on 
the contrary, sptiing ft-om the people, would 
Ivive purified their glory, by expelling fiom 
their ranks those who had disgraced them, 
jnd such was ray intention ; but it was ne- j 
cesaary to proceed with caution ; the three I 
expiatory attars at SI Denis were only the 
comraencemeiit ; the Temple of Glory o'u the 
foundation of the Madeleine was destined to 
be consecrated to this puiiiose vnth a fiir 
greater It was there that, near their 

tomb, above their very bout's, the loonu- 
inentH of men. and tlie oereraonles of reli- 
gion, would have raised a memorial to tlie 
memory of the political vi^stims of the Rpvo 
lutioo. This was a secret wlich was not 
ootnmunicated to above ten parsonx ; but it 
was necessary to allow it to transpire in 
some degree to tnese who Wfere intrusted 
with the preparation of designs for the edi- 
fice. I would not have revealed the doKign 
for ten years, and even then I would have 
employed every imaginable precaution, and 
taken care to avoid every possibility of of- 
fimee. All wmild h.avo applauded it; and 
no one could have suflbred from its effects 
Everything, m such oases, depends on the 
mode and time of exteution. Carnot would 
never have ventured under mji government 
to wHte on apoloj^ for the death of the King, 
but he did so under the Bourbons. The dif- 
ference lay here ; that 1 would have marched 
M'ith public opinion to punish it, whilst pub- 
lic opinion inarched with him, so os to ren- 
der mm unassailable. Casks, 1. 870, 871. 
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18. The eommeBoement of a winter 
campaign, which would obviously bo 
attended with no ordinary bloodshed, 
requiredtUnuBHal precautions for tb. 
protection of the long line of commu 
nioation of the Omnd Army, and thr^ 
efforts of Napoleon were incessant to 
effect this object. The march of troopt^ 
through Geimany wai • urged forward 
with all possible rapidity; some at 
f*tempt8 at insurrection in Hesse were 
crushed with great severity ; the con- 
scripts, as they arrived from the Rhine 
or Italy at the different stations in the 
Prussian states, wei*e organised and 
sent into the field almost befoi'e they 
had acquired the rudiments of the 
militaiy ort ; and the subsidiary con- 
tingents of Saxony, fiesse-Cassol, and 
•the states of the Rhenish confedenw y, 
raised to double their fixed amount. 
By these means not only were tlie reai 
and communications of the Grand 
Aitny pi-eseiTed from danger, but suc- 
cessive additions to its active foi*oe 
were constantly obtained ; while at 
the same time Austria, whose formid- 
able armaments on the Bohemian 
frontier already excited the attention 
of the Emperor, and had given rise 
to pointed and acrimonious remon- 
strances from his laiiitiijy envoy, Gene- 
ral Andri^ossi, to the cabinet of Vienna, 
was ove#a.wed.+ 

19. How to maintain these va.st anti 
hourly increasing armaments was a 

•f In an audieDoo of the Emperor of Auh 
trl’i, which that ^neral obtained, bo bjuo, 
with more of muitarj" fraukriftHa than di 

f )lomatic ambiguity " The Emperor Napo- 
ef>n fears neither his avowed nor bis secret 
enoraies. Judging of iuteutions by public 
acts, be is too clear-sightod not to dive into 
hidden dispoflitioiiB ; and in tbie view, he 
would irilhntely regret if wo wen; compelled 
toarrivcatiheconclueioii, that the auislder- 
able armaments which your Majesty hu*; 
had on toot since tho csommcnceraout of lio.*?- 
tilitiM were tnf^iijiied to be dire<!led, in cer- 
tain oventft, against himself Your Majestj- 
appears to have ossomlUod on tho flank of 
the French aivny all your dleposal>lo forces, 
with magaaiuos beyond all proptirtiou 
tlieir amount. The Eraperor asks what i't 
tho intention of this army while he is en- 
gaged witli Busfda on the banks of the Vis- 
tula ? Ostensibly intended fbr the prostirva- 
tion of neutrality, how can such an object bo 
its real destination, whon there is not the 
slightest cliance of Its being threaUMiod."— 
Bionon, Vi. 8B. 
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more difficult (|ue»tiou ; but liere, too, 
the indefatigable activity of the Em- 
})eror, and his j^indwg systm of mak- 
ing war support war, coiitrive^ to hod 
resources. Requisitions of enormous 
magnitude were made from all the 
cities in his rear, especially those which 
lind been enriched by the commerce of 
England : Napoleon seemed I'esolred 
that their ill-gotten wealth should, in 
the first instance, be devoted to the 
necessities of his troops. The decrees 
against English commerce were eveiy- 
where made a pretext for subjecting 
the mercantile cities to c ontributions 
of astounding amount. Fifty millions 
of francs (£2,000,(K)U) wer% imme- 
diately upon its occupation, demanded 
l‘r(»m Hiunburg as a ransom for its 
Euglivsh merchandise, seized in virtue 
of the decree of 2lBt Novemlicr; and 
IT only escaped by the immediate pay- 
ment of sixteen milliotfs, (£640,000.) 
In addition to this, that unhappy city, 
which had taken no part in hostihties 
jig.iiubt Fram:e, was oi'dercd to furnish 
;d, once fifty thousand greatcoats for 
tho use of the troops ; w'hile Lubeck, 
^riiich had been Buccessively pillaged \ 
)»y the troops of Bluohci* and Berna- 
«lotU*, was compelled to yield \ip four 
hundred thousand lasts of com,* and 
>voo(l to the value of sixty thousand 
pounds : Leipsic redeemed its^lnglish 
nn^rchaudise for ten million of francs, 
(£40(^000), while all the other House 
Towns were subjected to equally severe 
requisitions ; and the great impost of 
“Me hundred and sixty-nine millions 
of francs (£ 6 ,^ 00 , 000 ), imposed after 
the batUe of deua, was everywhere 
collected from the Prussian territories 
with a rigour which greatly added to 
it.^ nominal amount Under pretext 
of execuliug the decree against Eng- 
lish commerce, pillage w'as exercised 
ui so undisguised a manner by the 
I'rench inferior agents, that it attract- 
ed in many places the severe animad 
vtThion of the chiefs of the army. Thus, j 
while the decrees of the Emperor pro- 1 
icssed to be grounded on the great ■ 
principle of compelling the English 
government by the pressure of mer- 

“ Kiioh last weighs 2000 kilogrammes, ot 
half a ton.— B oub. vii. 240. 


oantUe embarraesment, to accede to 
liberty of the aeaa, in their execu- 
tion he had already departed from their 
ostensible object; and, while the mer- 
chandise seized was allowed to remain 
m the emporiums of British commerce, 
its confiscation was made a pretext for 
subjecting neutral states or towns to 
inordinate xequisitions for Uie support 
of the Grand A'my.f 
^ 20. By theSb different means Napo- 
leon was enabled, before the middle of 
December, not only to •bring a veiy 
great force to beai' upon the Vistula, 
but^to have the magazines and equip- 
ments neoensary for enabling it to ksn^ 
the field, during the rigoiim of a Polish 
winter, in a complete smt© of prepara- 
tion. He was particmaidy solicitous 
•for the increase and remounting of his 
cavalry, w'hioii had suffered extremely 
during the fatiguing march'^ of the 
preceditjg campaign. Four splendjd 
regiments of cuii-assiers, and five Of 
light* lioree, formed by tlio sedulous 
care of Murat, were ordered up from 
Naples; and an immeime establishment 
for cavahy was organised at Spandau, 
wbei'e all the hi>r»e8 token from the 
enemy, and all that coulijDe purchased, 
were collected, and distributed among 
the ditlVrent corps which required 
them. The amiy in U.dy wjw put ona 
the war footing, to* overawe Austria^ 
and raised to r»2,0O0 men. FTfty thou- 
sand more were on their miunch from 
the interior for tiic Grand A£my. In 
all 300,000 men, in Gemony, Italy, 
and Poland, were assembled round the 
standards of Napoleon, Whlc^, after 
making all* deducUons, promi^ to 
afford 160,000 ready for active service 
in the field. To make room for tMs 

t As ail example at once of tho enormous 
raagintTide of these contribufious, and tho 
provident care of the Emperor for the health 
! and comfort of his troops, refbrenco may be 
made to his letter to the French govoi-nor of 
Stettin, from whio,]'. contributions to tho 
amount of twenty million flranos (iJHOa.WK)) 
were demandod, though tho clt5* only con- 
tamed tliirty-two thfiusaud mhabitauts. 
“You must Seisse gewds to the amount of 
twenty millious. but do it by rule, and give 
rooeipts. Take payment as much as possible 
in kmd ; the great stores of wme which its 
cellars c<»utaih would be of inestimable im- 
ponatice. It is wine which in winter cau 
alone give the victory. vL W. 
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immease forae, tixe front w&a adTMioed Qrauden^ were completed from itu sbat- 
towards tile enemy. DayouBt uni Ma- tered ranlcs. Thus the total idRed 
nit had ^teted Warsaw at the end of foi’cea were not above Viinety thonsand 
November, which was abandoned by the strong, and, fair the actual shock of war 
Prussians at their approach ; and two in the field, not more than seventy- five 
days idteiwards they crossed the Vistu- thousand men could be relied on. This 
la, and occupied the impoitant t^e*dc- imposing array was under the com- 
pnnt of Praga on its right bank, which inand of Field-marshal Kamenakoi, a 
was in like manner evacuj^ted without veteran of the schofd of Suwarroff, 
a struggle. On the ri^t Lannes sup- nearly eighty years of age, and little 
ported them, and epre^f himself as far* qualified to measure swords with the 
as the Bug; wliile on the left, Ney had conqueror of Western Europe. But 
already made*’himaelf master of Thom, the known abilities of Benningsen and 
and marched out of that fortress, sup- Buxhowden, the two next in command, 
ported by the cavalry of Bessi^res.and would, it was hoped, compensate for 
followed by the corps of Bemadotte. his want of experience in the novel ail 
In the centre, Soult and Augereau were of warfare which Napoleon had intro- 
preparing wittwthe utmost activity to duced. 

surmount the difficulties of the passage 22. Headquarters had been estab- 
c*f the Vistula at Plock and Modlin.* lisbed *at Pultusk since the 12t}i No- 
lbu8 eigl^t corps were assembled, ready vember : Warsaw, all the bridges of the 
for active service, on that river, which, Vistula, were in the hands of the Allies ; 
even after taking into view all the and the firmnfess of their countenance 
losses of the campaign, and the numer- gave rise to a belief that they were dis- 
ous detachments requisite to ket*p up posed to dispute the passage of that, 
the communications in the rear, could river with the invaders. Until the ar- 
in all bring a hundred thousand men rival of the second army under Biix- 
into the field ; while the powerful rein- howden, however, which was advancing 
forcements on their march, through by forced marches from the Nieraeu, 
Prussia and Ireland, promised to en- they were in no condition to keep their 
able the Emperor to keep up the active ground against the French ; and it was 
force in front at that great uumericid deemed better to give them the moral 
‘‘imonnh advantage arising from the occupation 

21. The Empen r Alexander was fai* of the ^^olish capital, than to hazard a 
from having an equal force at his dis- general eng^agement with so deci<led an 
posal. The first army, under Beuning- inferiority of force. After some incon- 
sen, consisting of sixty-eight batUlions sidf rable st innishe^s, therefore, the Rus- 
and one hundred and tweuty-fivesquad- sians fell back at all points, their ad- 
rons, could muster forty live thousand vanced posts were all withdrawn across 
men, organised into four divisions, the Vistula, and Warsaw, evacuated ou 
under Ostermonn Tolstoy, Sacken, tbe28th,wadoccupiedby Pavoustoiitlic 
Prince Gallitzin, and Sidman>teki. It 30th November. Previous to the opening 
arrived on the Vistula in the middle of the winter campaign, Alexander ad- 
of November. ^ The second, cousiating dressed the following proclamation to 
also of sixty-eight battalions and one his soldiers • — ** Prussia formerly 
hundred squadrons, arranged in the the biirrier between France and Kussia. 
divisions of Touchkofl^ Dootorolf, Es- when Napoleon’s tyranny extended 
sen, and Aui^pp, was about thirty over all Germany. But now the flame 
thousand strong, its regiments having of war has burst out also in the Prus- 
not yet filled up^he chasms made by sian states, and after great misfortuiieH, 
the rout of Austerlitz. TJhe wreck of that monarchy has been struck down, 
the Prussian forces, re-organised and and the conflagration now menaces the 
directed under the able management Arontiers of our territory. It would be 
of Geneml Lestoeq, did not number useless to prove to the Ilussisna, who 
more than fifteen thousand men, when love the gloiy of their country, ami 
the requisite gerrisonB for Dantzic and are ready to undergo evejy sacrifice to 
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maintam it, liow such events have oou- ] 
tributed to render our present efforts I 
inevitable. If htnour alone compelled ! 
us to diuw our sword Jpr thg.prutec- i 
tion of our allies, how much more are j 
we now called upon to combat for our ! 
own safety f We have in consequence 
taken all the measures which the na- 
tional security t^uii'es-^our army has 
received orders to advance beyond the 
frontier --Field-inarshfd iCamenskoi has 
been appointed to the command, with 
instructions to march vi^rouslyawust 
the enemy — all our faithful subjects 
will unite their prayers with ours to 
the Most High, who disposes of the fete 
of empires end battles, th tt he will pro- 
tect our just cause;, and that his victo- 
rious arm and blessing may direct the 
Kuflsiiin army, employed in the |.iefencc 
of European freedom.” 

28. Sensible of the inferiority of its 
forces to those which i^apoleon had 
asaoinbled on the Vistula nnm all the 
states of Western Europe, the Russian 
cabinet ruado an application to the 
liritifth goveinment for a poi*tion of 
those subsidies which she had so libe- 
rally granted on all former occasions | 
to the powers who combated the com- ; 
mon enemy of European independence : 
and, considering that the whole weight 
of the contest had now fallen on Rus- 
sia, and tlie tlaiiger had now a^roach- 
ed her own frontiers, they demanded, 
not without reason, a loan of six mil- 
lions st/crling, of which one was to be 
paid down immediately for the indil* 
peiisable expenses connected with the 
opening of the campaign. It tvas easy 
to sue, howev« r, from the answer to 
tliiri demand now, that the spirit of Pitt 
no longer dirc^ctt the British couuciLs. 
The request was refused by the min- 
istry cm tlie part of government ; but 
it wdn ju’oposed that a loan should be 
couti aeted for in England for the ser- 
vice of Russia, and that, for the secu- 
rity of the lenders, the duties on Eng- 
Hbh merchandise, at present levied in 
the Russian harbours, should be re- 
}>ealod, and in lieu therecd, the same 
duties should be levied at once in tl|e 
British harbours, and applied to the 
payment of the interest of the loan to 
the British capitalists. This strange 


proposition, ^Mch a«>omtted to a de- 
claration of want of confidence, both 
in the intemt^y of the Russian govern- 
ment and the tolvenoy of the Russian 
finances, was of course rejected, and 
the restdt was, no aoHmme, eithar 
in men or money, mae afforded by Eng- 
land to her yaUant ally in tUe nital 
druggie* instance of parsimony and 
blindness beyemd all example oalami- 
itous and disciaeditable, when it is con- 
sidered that Russia was at that moment 
bearii^ the whole weighs of France on 
the Vistula, and that England had at 
her disposal twenty millions in subsi- 
dies and a hundr^ thousand of the 
best soldiers in Europe. 

21 Ho sooner had the advanced 
guards of Buxhowden'#army begun to 
, arrive in the neighbomhood of Pul* 
tusk, than Kamen&oi, whose great age 
had by no means extinguished the 
vigour by which he was formerly dis- 
tinguished, mad© a forward movement. 
Heaihiuarters were advanced to Ha- 
sielsk, and the four divisions of Ben; 
ningsen’s amy canttmed beti\'een the 
Uki'a, the Is'arew, and the Bug; while 
Buxhowdea's divisions, as they succes- 
sively arrived, were stjti^>ned between 
Golymin and Makow ; and Lestocq, on 
the extreme right of the Allies, en- 
camped on the banks of the Drewentz^ 
on the great road leading to Thorn, wae 
advanced almost up* c» the walls of that 
forti'CHS. The object of this general ad- 
vance was to ciroiimsciibe the French 
quarters on the right bank of the Vis- 
tula ; and as tt was known thikt Kapo- 
Icon with his guards was stiR M Posen, 
hopes W'ere entertained that his troops 
would be eifbirely driven from the right 
bank before his arrival, and tlm river 
interposed between the winter quarters 
of the two armies. 

25. Ko sooner did Napoleon hear of 
this forwaid movement of the Russians, 
than he broke up from his quarters at 
Posen on 16th December, and arrived 
at Warjsaw two days afterguards. No 
words c,au do justice^to the warlike and 
patriotic eiftlinsiasm which burst forth 
in that capital when they beheld the 
hei'o whom they hailed as their deliv- 
erer actually within their walls, and 
saw the ancient arms of I’oland affixed 
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to the dogr of theliotel where the pro- 
vifiiaafli jfoverimient.of Pi*u8»ian Poland 
was e^bliidked. The ppbility fio(d(ed 
into the capital from al! ^uarbens ; the 
peasantry everywhere OBsemhled in the 
cities^ demanding arms; the national 
dress was generally resumed ; national 
airs were universally heard; several 
regiments of horse were spt^dily raised, 
and baibre the CQucliiek>u of the cam- 
paign, thirty thousand <nen wei*6 en*^ 
rolled in disciplined regiments, fi*om 
the Prussian provinces alone of the an- 
cient monarchy. To secure for them- 
selves the powerful support of the 
French Emperor, the Polish leaHers 
were desirous not only that the entire 
Sarmatian nation should be restored, 
but that a prftice of his own family 
should be placed on its throne. With< 
this view they suggested Murat, the 
Kmperor'fe brother-in-law, whose great 
reputation, especially as a cavalry of- 
ficer, and his chivalrous character, 
seemed to point him out as peculiarly 
adapted for a nation whose nobles bad 
boasted, in the days of their glory, that 
if the heaven itself were to fail, they 
would support it on the points of their 
lances. But^apoleou knew both the 
Poles and Murat too well to go into 
any such proposal. ** I have not here,*’ 
i^aid he, ** to beg a throne for my family 
— I have thrones ei^oughto bestow with- 
out asking. Tell the Poles it is not by 
means of precautions, and pereonal cal- 
culations, thatnations aredeli verecl from 
a foreign yoke. I have come here for 
the general interest gf Europe, to en- 
gage in one of the most difficult of en- 
terprises, from which the Pole.« have 
more to gain than any oth^jr peo])le. 
Their national existence is at stake, 
and not merely the general intoro.sts of 
Europe. If by unbounded devotion 
they second me sufficiently to secure 
Bucoess, I will award to them their in- 
dependence. If not, I will do nothing, I 
and leave them to the Russians and 
Prussians.” The general enthusiasm 
did liot mfiks NdJjoleon foiget his jw* 
licy: the provisiona) govelnment was 
established by a decree of the Emperor, 
only “until the fate of Priisriaw Poland 
was detenniiied by a general peace 
and the j^rudeat began to entertain mel- 


ancholy presages in regard to the future 
destiny of a realm thus agitated by the 
passion of independei&oe, and the gen- 
erous of parotic ardour, 

with only a q[uarter Sf its former in- 
habitants to maintain the stntggle 
against its numerous and formidable 
enemies. 

26. Having taken the precaution to 
establish strong UU^dt-ponJt at Praga, 
the outwork of Warsaw, Modlfii, Thom, 
and all the bridges which he held over 
the Vistula, Napoleon lost not an in- 
stant in resuming the offensive in order 
to repel this dangerous incursion of the 
enemy. Davoust, who formed the ad- 
vanced guard of the army, was pushed 
forward from Praga on the road to- 
wards Pultusk, and soon arrived on the 
Bug; aijid, after having reconnoitred the 
whole left bank of that river, from iU 
confluence with the Narew to its junc- 
tion with the* Vistula, made prepara- 
tions for effecting the pi-issage at Oker- 
nin, a little below the junction with 
the IJkra, The Cossacks and the Rus- 
sian outposts lined the opposite bank, 
and the difficulties of the passage weiv 
considerable ; but they were not in siif 
ficient force to dispute it in a serious 
manner; and after some sharp skir- 
mishing, the experienced talents of 
General Gauthier, who was intrusted 
with tiiB enterprise, established the 
French on the nght bonk, where they 
soon after sustained a severe action 
with the Kussian advanced guard at 
JP^omichowo. The Muscovites, however, 
returned in greater force ; and tlie result 
was, that the French advanced guard* 
were cut ofl^ and the detachment to 
which they belonged fell back to tlie 
Uu-de-pont established at the rivei 
Meanwhile Soult and Augereau in tbo 
centre advanced to Plonsk, and h>y, 
and Bernadotto, wuth Bessi^res’ cavaliy, 
moved forward on the left from TJioru 
to Soldau and Biezun, in such a manner 
as to threaten to interpose between the 
detached corps imder Lestoccj and ilen- 
ningsen's main body, which was oon- 
cenirated in the neighbourhood of 
Nasielsk. 

27. This partisan waifare continued 
for ten days without any decisive re- 
sult on either side ; but the arrival of 
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Napoleon at Wai’saw was the signal for 
the commencement of more important 
operations, Qp the 23d December, at 
daybreak, he »et out |^xn that capital 
for the amiyv with me Odards and 
Lannes’ corps, and no nooner nirired 
at the advanced poste of Davoust, tham 
he dictated on the spot directions for 
forcing the pa^gege of the Uki% which 
had hitherto bounded all their incur- 
sions,* The operation was carried into 
edeot with the happiei^ success at 
Ozamovo, and with that ardour with 
which the presence of the Emperor 
never failed to animate the troops. 
After a severe action of fourteen hours, 
the pahdago was forced, and Count 
Oatermann, who commanded tlie Rns- 
siau reai’-guard, retreated upon Na- 
siolsk. In this well-contested adair 
each party had to lament ilfe loss ol 
about a thousaiid men. Kamenskoi, 
finding the barrier wiych covered the 
front of his position forced, gave orders 
for concentrating his forces towards 
Tultusk on the Narew, rmd the Allies 
ivccordingly fell back at dl points. 
They w'ere vigorously pursued by the 
French, and amither desperate condief 
took place next day in front of Nasielsk, 
betweem General liapp and the lius- 
siaua under Count Ustermunii Tolstoy, 
in which the latter were worsted, but 
not without a Be\ero loss to^Ue assail- 
imts. Ill this warm conflict the opi> 08 ite 
bodies had become so intermingled that 
Colonel Ouvjuroff, an aide-de-camp of 
Alexander, was made prisoner by the 
I’T-ench ; while Count Philipf)e do S(5gur, 
destined for future celebrity as the his- 

* “Naiwleoij,’' says Rapp, '’no sr.oner ar- 
rived m sight of O'koruiu. thfui he i-ocon- 
niiitrod the o! tJ:te RuHsmns, aud the 

plain uhichitwas necessary to pasw before 
aiTiving at the nver. ( lovered with woods, 
iiifersectod by nuirshcs, it was almost os dit- 
hcult to traverse us the lieldw<)rk;8. which 
wore bnstlxng with Cossacks, were to carry 
on tlie opposite bank Tbo Einiwror sur- 
veyed them long and with close attention ; 
hut as the thickets of wood in some places 
uiUTccpted ius view, ho caused a ladder to 
iw brought, and fisccuded to the roof of a 
oottsig-^ where ho oortipleted his otiaorviitious. 
Ho then said, 'It will do— send au oSBoer.* 
and whou he arrived, dictated on the apot 
the ininuto directions for the uiovoincift of 
all the corps during the oiicratiou. whidi 
<>re preserved in Dumas, xvJi- 137,' — Bapp, 


torian of the silU more memorable 
camiirngo of 1B12, and attached to Na<> 
poleovi's hotjiehol^ fell into the hat 3 Hds 
of the Rmwilans. On the same day 
Augereau foii^tfrom daybreak tiU sun- 
set at Lochoezyn oh theUkra, with the 
divisions opposed to him, which at 
length b^n to rotice. Thus the Rus- 
sians^ pierced in the cenl3« by the 
passage of Ukra at Ozamovo and 

liochocjgm, the combat at Nasielsk, 
were everyiAiere in full reteeat. No 
decisive advantage had been gained ; 
but the initiative had t^n taken^om 
the enemy; and hiis divisions, separated 
brsm each other, were thrown into 
eccentric lines of retreat, which pro- 
mised every moment to separate them 
more widely from eac^i other. 

28. Kamenskoi, though a gallant 
veteran, was altogether unequal to tbe 
perilous crisis which had iv>w arrived. 
The army, separated into two parts, 
of which on© was moving upon Qdiy- 
min, the other falling back toward 
Puftusk, was traversing a continual 
forest, through roads almost impassable 
from the mud occasioned by a long- 
continued thaw, and the passage of in- 
numerable carriage®, ^hich had broken 
it up in iiU paitk G^’erwholmed by 
these difficulties, he issued orders to 
sacnficse the ai'tiilery, which impeded 
the retreat — gave directions to arrtft 
the supplies destined for the army at 
Grodno, and himself tt»ok the road of 
Lomza. Deeming such an oi'der wholly 
unnecessary, and the result of that ap- 
proaching insanity which soon after 
entirely overset the mind of the veteran 
marshal, Benningsen took the bold step 
of disobe/ing it ; and, in ordier to gain 
time for the artillery and equipages to 
defile in his rear, he resolved to bold 
fast in the position of Pultitsk, with 
all the troops which he had at his dis- 
posal Nothing could be more accept- 
able to the Russians, to whom the 
fatigues and privations of a retreat, at 
a season when sixteen hours out of the 
twenty-four were# involved in total 
darkness^ and the roads, had at all 
times, were in many places several feet 
deep of mud, had been the severest 
trial of discipline and courage. No 
sooner^ however, was it known that 



812 


HISTORY OF ETTROPE. [ohap, mv . 


they were marching tovNirds a chosen 
field of battle, than their hardshipetand 
difficulties were all forgotten, and the 
troops which, from mid-day on the 2fith, 
sucoessiyely arrived at Pultusk, took 
up their g^und in parade oixler, full 
of enthusiasm for the battle on the 
morrow. Before it was dark, sixty 
battalions and fiffcy'fivesquadj’ons, with 
one hundred and twenty niedes of can- 
non, in all about forty thj^usand men, 
were here assembled ; while the divi* 
sion of Boctoroff, with part of those of 
Sackin and Gafiitain, were opposed at 
Golymin to Augereai^’s corps, one di- 
vision of Davouat’s, a^ one of Murat’s 
oavaliy. Three Russian divisions, viz. 
those of Essen, Auj*epp, andTouchkoff, 
were at such asiistance in the reai', 
both of Pultusk and Golymin, that 
they could not be expected to take any 
port in thQ actions which were ap- 
proaching. 

29. The object of Napoleon in these 
complicated operations was in the 
highest degree impoitant ; and the 
vigour of Benningsen and Pnaco Gal- 
litzin, joined to the extreme shortness 
of the days and the honible state of 
the roads, alone spved the Allies from a 
i*epetition of th€ disasters of Auerstadt 
and Jena. His right wing, under 
Launes, w'as intended to cut Benuing- 
sAl’s army off from the great road 
through Pultusk ; 1*18 centre, under 
Davoust, Augereau, Soult, and Murat, 
was destined to penetrate by Golymin 
and Malitiw to Ostroletika, directly in 
the real of that town, and two marches 
between Benningsen and the Russian 
frontier ; while the left wing, uiidei 
Ney, Bemadotte, and Beasit'res, was 
to interpose between Lestoeq and the 
Russian centre, and throw .him back 
into Eastern Prassia, where;, driven op 
to the sea, he would soon, if the Rus- 
sians wore disposed of, be compelled, 
like Bluchor, to suiTender. A more 
masterly project never was conceived ; 
it was almost a repetition of the semi- 
circular march of 4h6 Grand Army 
roiuid Mack at Ulm ; and the hesita- 
tion of Kameuskoi between an advance 
and a retrograde movement, served to 
offer every facility for the success of 
the enterprise. The celerity of the 


Russian retreat^ the sacrifice of seventy 
pieces of their heavy artilleiy, the 
dreadful state of the rcgMiH> which im- 
peded the Fren^ advance, and the im- 
pervious hiterftning country, which 
separated thfur numerous corps from 
mh other, aioniO defeated this piufoiuid 
oombination, and prevented the amval 
at Pultusk and Golytgin, before the 
enemy, the corps which were there 
^estined to fall ujpon their ru^hreating 
columns, or bar the road to ifie fron- 
tiers of RussiA 

80. The position of Pultusk is the 
only one in that country where the 
ground is so foi* cleared of vrood as to 
permit of any consid6i*able armies com- 
bating each other in a proper field of 
battle. An open and cultivated plain 
on this side of the river Narew, there 
stretches Vut to the south and east of 
that town, which lies on the banks of 
its meandering gtream. A succession 
of thickets surround this open space iu 
all directions, excepting that on which 
the town lies ; aud on the inside of 
them the ground rises to a semicircuhr 
ridge, iVom whence it gradually slopes 
down towards the town on one side, 
and the forest on the other ; so that it 
is impossible, till this banier is rui- 
mounfced. to get a glimpse even of 
buildings. l''here th»^ Russians were 
drawn ui^in admirable order in two 
lines — their left resting on the town of 
Pultusk, tbeir right on the wood of 
Mobztu, which skirted tho little plain, 
th(f arulleiy in advance ; but a cloud 
of Cossacks .swarmed in fi*ont of the 
army, ami prevented either the force 
or composition of the enemy from 
being 80i*ii by the French as they ad- 
vanced to the attack. Sacken had the 
command of thw left; Count Osfcermann 
Tolstoy of the right; Barclay de Tolly, 
with twelve battalions and ten squad- 
rons, occupied h copsewood in front of 
the right; while Bagavout* with twenty 
baUalions and ten squadrons, was 
placed in front of the left, covering 
the town of Pultusk : Benningsen was 
stationed in the centre ; — names des- 
tined to immortal celebrity in future 
wai^, and wdiich, even at this distant 
period, the historian can hardly enu- 
merate without a feeling of exultation 



1806.] HISTOBY OP EUEOPK. S18 


and the thrilling interest of former 
days. 

31. Lan&esi with his own corps, and 
the division Okidin &om that of Da- 
voust— in all about %hirt/'fiv6 thoa- 
sand men — resolved to force the eneti|^ 
in this position^ and for this pni^polo 
he, early on the morniug of the 26th, 
advanced to the attadL The woods 
which skirte^the little plain, occupied 
by the Bussian light troops, in front 
of their position, were fore^ by the 
French voltigeurs after an obstinate 
resistance, and a battery which galled 
their advance, and which could not be 
withdrawn, was carried by assault 
No sooner, howevei’, had the French 
general, encouraged by this success, 
surmounted the crest of the ridge, and 
advanced into the open plain, than the 
cloud of Goasaoks dispersed to the 
right and left, and exposed to view the 
Xlussian amy drawu« up in two lines, 
in admirable ordei*, with a hundred 
and twenty guns disposed along its 
front Astonished, but not panic- 
struck by so formidable an apparition, 
Lannes still continued to press forw'ard, 
and as his divisions aucce.ssi vely cleared 
the thickets, and advanced to the crest 
of the hill they deployed into line. 
This operation, performed under the 
fire of all the llussian cannon, to* which 
the French had as yet no^ of equal 
weight to oppoiae, was executed with 
admirable discipline, but attended with 
a very heavy loss, and the ground was 
already strewed with dead botlies When 
the line so far fonned as to enable 
a general charge to take place. It was 
attended, however, with very little 
success. The soil, cut up by the pas- 
sage of so in my horses and cai'riages, 
was ill man}’ places knee-deep of mud; 
heavy snow-showers at inteiwals ob- 
scui'ed the heavens, and deprived the 
French gunners of the sight of the 
enemy ; while the Russian batteries, 
in position and served with admirable 
skill, alike in light and darkness sent 
their fatal storm of grape and round- 
shot thi'ougli the ranks of the assail- 
ants, Notwithstanding these obstacles, 
however, the French advanced tvith 
their wonted intrepidity to the attack, 
and gradually the anival of their suc- 


cessive batteries rendered the fire of 
cannon on the opposite sides more* 
equal. Suchet, who commanded the 
first lin% insensibly gained ground, 
especiaily on the French right, where 
the division of Bagavout was stationed ; 
but Benningsen^ seeing the danger, 
reinforced tlmt gallant officer with fresh 
troops : a batti^on of the French in- 
fantry was l^ken and out to pieees by 
the Eussiaqhorsei and the rout in that 
quarter became so serious that L/annee 
was compelled to advance in person, 
with his reserve, to refmir the disorder. 
By his efforts the forward movement 
ai the BussianB in that direction was 
arrested, and their victorious columns, 
charged in fiank, while disordered by 
the rapidity of thir advance, were 
forced to give ground, and resume 
their former position in front of Pul- 
tusk, » 

32. Heanwhile another of SaohetV 
columns, on the left of the French*, had 
cqpmenced a furious attack ou the ftd< 
vanoed post in the wood, on the right 
of the Russians, occupied by Barmay 
de Tolly. After a violent struggle tlie 
Russians were driven back ; reinforced 
from the town, they i^ain regained their 
ground, and drove tlA French out t»f 
the wood in disorder. Lannes, at the 
head of the 34th regiment, flew to the 
menaced point, and again in some’^e- 
gi'ee restored the*combat : but Barclay 
had regained his lost position and men- 
aced the F rench extreme left. At this 
time, Gudin’s division of Lavoust’s 
corps, coming up, began an unexpected 
attack on the Russian right; Ostermann 
Tolstoy upon this brought up the Rus- 
sian resefve,and after a murderous con* 
flict, which lasted till long after it was 
dark, a frightful storm separated the 
combatants. N either party could boast 
of decisive success ; but tJ;e Russians 
remained masters of the field of battle 
till midnight, when they crossed the 
Narew by the bridge of Pultusk, and 
sresumed their retreat in the most 
orderly manner ;«avhile the French also 
retreated to such a distance that next 
day the Cossacks, who patrolled eight 
miles from the field of battle towards 
Wm-saw, could discover no tmoes of the 
enemy. The losses were severe on both 
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8id«a: on tliiKt of tlie Pren^ they 
* amounted to $i:$: thousand meri;#c»n 
that of the Euaeians to nearly 
thousand ; and the twelve guns which 
they lost in the moining were never re* 
gained. 

33. On the same day on which this 
bloody battle took place at Pultusk, a 
serious oondiet also ocouiTed at Goly- 
min, about thirty miles fj^xa the for- 
mer field of battle. Uavoi^st and Au- 
gareau, suppoi’ted by a large party of 
Murat's cavalry, there attaoxed Prince 
Gallitzin, who, i^ith fifteen battalions 
and twenty squadrons, had taken post 
at the entrance of the town, to gain 
time for his artillery and carriages to 
defile through the forest in his rear. 
His force was sucvessively augmented, 
however, in the course of the day, by 
the arrival of other troops from Sacken's 
and HoctoroP’s corps, and befiire night- 
fall twenty-eight battalions and forty 
squadrons were assembled in line. 
Operations in that quarter had begqn 
at daylight on the 24th, which in that 
inclement season was at eight in the 
morning; the bridge of KoUosump, 
over the Ukra, wjis carriefl by a bril- 
liant chaige l)y t^’olonel Savary; but 
that of Lochotf^yn resisted all the 
efforts of the French, and it was only 
when it became no longer tenable, 
frofii the number who had crossed at 
KoUosump, that ordefs for the evacua- 
tion of the post were given. Continu- 
ing his march all the succeeding day, 
Augereau found hinjui^f, on the morn- 
ing of the 26th, in presence of Prince 
Gidlitzin, who was advantageously 
posted on the right of Golymiu A s 
the ' French batWions and s<foadrons 
successively arrived on the ground, and 
deployed to the right and left, they 
were severely galled by the Russian 
artillery stationed in rront of their 
jiositions ; but they bravely fonned line, 
and advanced with their accustomed 
gaUanti’y to the attack, though few of 
their guns cotdd as yet be brought up 
to reply to the enemyr The resistance, 
however, was as obstinate as the assault 
was impetuous, and, despite all their 
efforts, the French, after several houra' 
bard fighting, had not gained any 
ground fri>m the enemy. But while 


this severe conflict was going on in 
fipont, a division of Murat's cavalry, ad- 
vancing on the road from Ozaiiiovo,* 
was discerned driving before it a body 
of Gossackl' who nad been stationed in 
that village ; while a powerful mass of 
Davoust's infantry* which had broken 
up that morning ftom Streteegomdn, 
joined the horse in fron^of Czanimvo, 
and tJieir united mass, above fifteen 
thousand strong, bore down upon the 
troops of Gallitzin, already v^saried by 
a severe combat of sevei'al hours' du- 
FstiotL 

34. This great addition to the attack- 
ing force must have proved altogether 
fatd to the Russian troops, had they 
not shortly after received considerable 
reinforcements from the corps of Doc- 
tqroff and Touclikoff, which in some 
degree restored the equality of the 
combat, Davoust, with the divisions 
Morand and Fri^nt, so well known 
from their heroic conduct on the pla- 
teau of Auerstadt, charged veil emently 
through the woods which skirted the 
open space in front of Golymin ; throw- 
ing off their haversacks, the Russian 
infantry met them with the bayonet ; 
but after repulsing the French advanc^ 
they were themselves arrested by the 
murderous fire of the tirailleurs in the 
wood. Nearly encircled, however, by 
hourly inev'^aaing enemies, Prince Gal- 
litzin withdrew hia troops towards 
evening into the village, but there 
maintained himself with heroic con- 
stant y till nightfall, vigorously repuls- 
ing the repeated attacks of the con- 
querors of Jena and Auerstadt. I).v 
voust, after occupying all the wood.s 
around the town, detached a brigade 
of horse to cut off the communication 
by the gi’eat road wdth Pultusk ; and 
they succeeded in clearing the cause- 
way of the Cossacks and light hoi'sc 
who were posted on it But the Freqch 
drigoons, following up their success, 
were assailed by so murderous a fire 
from the Russian voltigeurs, standing 
up to the middle in the marshes on 
either side of the road, that half their 
number were slain; General Rapp, 

A village tm the roUd ftrom TiOc}K>c7.yri to 
Oolyraiu. about a league distant firom the 
latter town. 
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while bravely heading the column, had 
Ills left arm broken, the diecomfited 
remnant sou^htrefuge behind the ranks 
of their infentry. '^hm night closed 
on this scene of blood, nhitber p^y 
had gained any deciaiw adirantage ; for 
if the Fi:*ench had taken twenty<aix 
pieces of cannon, and a large train of 
can^iages w^ch had stuck fast in the 
mud, the Russians still held the town 
of dolymin, and had inflicted ut^on 
them a lose of above four thousand 
men,* while they had not to lament 
the destruction of more than half the 
number, in consequence chiefly of 
their gi-eat superiority in artillery to 
tlmr ajsyailautB. Ah the order for re- 
treat still held good, Prince Gallitzin, 
at midnight, resumed hie mardi for 
Ostrolenka. , 

35. hTotwithstanding t^e obstinate 
resistance thtfs experienced by his lieu- 
tenants on both th% roads on which his 
coips wei'e advancing, and the unsatis- 
factory issue of the combats in which 
they had been engaged, Napoleon was 
still not without hopes of effecting the 
grand object of his designs — the ihojat- 
ing andhiirrounding the enemy’s centre 
left wing. On the extreme left of 
the French, Bemadotte and Ney had 
succeeded, after eejveral severe actions, 
}»ai-tioularly one at »Soldau, wluch was 
taken and retaken several times, and 
where the Pruaaians behaved wdth the 
moat hexoio resolution, in interposing 
between Lestocq and the Russian 
forces on the Ukra, and throwing the 
Pruanian general back towanis Koniga- 
berg. If Soult could have effected ihe 
movement on Makow which W’as pre- 
scribed t<» him, he would have been 
directly in the rear of the tiocqm w'ho 
bad combated at Piiltufik and Golymin, 
who must have been reduced to the 
nece.saity of laying down their arms, or 
cutting their way through iigaiust ^eat 
odds. But the fiightful state of the 
roads, which in many places were three 

• The47th Bulletin admitsa loss of 800 killed 
and li(K)0 woimdecl on the part of the Freudt 
at Oolymiti and Pultusk; and as their usual 
prai tico was to allow only a loss of a third to 
a fourth of its real amount, this would seem 
to jniply that they lost ou these occasions at 
least 10.000 or 12,000 men.— See 47th Bulletin 
hi Camjh m I^rwse, iii. 222 


feet deep of mud, and the rudeness of 
tke season, which alternately deluged 
the marching columns with drenching 
rain, driving sleet, and melting snow, 
rendered it totally impossible for that 
entezpnsing offleer to effect the forced 
marches necessary to outstiip and get 
into the rear of the enemy ; and the 
Russia^, mtiring to Ostrolenka and 
Hohenstein, still found the line of their 
retreat On the 28th, Kapoleou 

advance<l his headquarters to Golymin ; 
but having there received certain iu- 
teiligenoe fhat the Russians must ar- 
rive at Hakow before Soult could pos- 
‘sibly get thither, he saw the object of 
the campaign was firustrated, and re- 
solved to put his men into winter quar^ 
ters. On that f^y, accordingly, he 
issued orders to stop the advance of 
the troops at all points ; they were put 
into cantonments between the Narew 
and the Ukra, and the Emperor him* 
self returned with the Gua^stb War * 
^aw. 

S6. On the side of the Russians, re- 
pose had become nearly os necessary ; 
the weather was as unffxvonrable to 
them as to the French. Their infantry, 
equally with the e’lemy's, had shivered 
up to tlie knees in rai?d at Pultusk ; their 
cavalry, equally with his, sank in tlie 
marshes of Golymin : the breaking up of 
the roads was more fatal to themi^hau 
tibeiropponeuts^as the guns or chariots, 
which were abandoned, necessarily fell 
into hostile hands ; and experience had 
already begun to evince, what moi'e 
extended observation has since abun- 
dantly confirmed, that exposure to an 
inclement season was more fatal to the 
ti'oops^f the north than those of the 
south of Europe. In these circum- 
stances it was with the most lively satis- 
faction that they perceived that Na- 
poleon was disposed to discontinue the 
contest during the remainder of the 
rigorous season ; and their troops, re- 
tiring from the theatre of this bloody 
strife, were put into cantonments on 
the left bank otf the Narexv, after hav- 
ing evacuated the town and burned the 
bridge of Ostrolenka. 

87. This desperate struggle in the 
foi-ests of Poland in the depth of winter 
made tlie most lively impresaiou in 
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Europa ludepend^t of the interest 
excited by the extraordinary epectaoVi 
of two vast armiea, numbering between 
them a hundred and fifty thousand 
combatants^ prolonging their hostility 
in the most inclement season, and en- 
gaging in desperate conflicts amidst 
storms of snow, and when the soldiers 
on both sides were^ often sunk up to 
the middle in moi'asses, bfvouacking 
for sixteen houm together, without 
coveiing on the cold damp ^ound, or 
plunging fearlessly into streams swollen 
by the rains and charged with the ice 
of a Polish winter, there was something 
singularly calculated to awaken the 
passions in the result of this fearful 
contest. Both parties loudly claimed 
the victory : Te Denm was sung at St 
Petersbui-g; the cannon of the In- 
valides roared at Paris ; and Benning* 
sen, imitating tin bis official despatches 
the exaggerated acconnts of the French 
bulletins, asserted a complete victory 
at Pultusk, under circumstances wher^ 
a more fiuthful chronicler would only 
have laid claim to the honour of a di- 
vided combat The French indignantly 
repelled the aspersion on their ai'ins, 
and pointed with d«>'iisive effect to the 
cantonments of their troops, for evi- 
dence tliat the general result of the 
stru^le had been favourable to their 
arm.?' But though there was no deny- 
ing this, when the Ru^ian troops, in- 
stead of having their advanced posts 
between iiie Ukra, and the Vistula, had 
now retired behind the Narew at Ostro- 
lenka, still enough was^ apparent on 
the face of the campaign to excite the 
moat vivid hopes on the one sid<', 
and seiious apprehensions du the 
other, throughout Europe. It was 
not to win merely eighty miles of 
forest, interspersed with the wretched 
hamlets or squalid towns of Poland, 
that the Emperor had left Warsaw at 
the dead of winter, and put so vast an 
army in motion over a line thirty 
leagues in length. There was n o claim- 
ing of the victory on# both sides at 
Austerlitzor Jena; i^e divided tr^iphies 
of the late engagements indicated a 
struggle of a very different character 
from those which had jireceded them ; 
it was evident that the torrent of 


French conquest, if not permanent^ 
stemmed, had at least been checked. 
The interest excited by these events, 
accordingly, ww intense, over all the 
Continent, ahd stul more so in Eng^ 
land ; and hopes b^au to be enter- 
tained that the obstinate valour of the 
north would at length arrest the ete- 
rnities which had ao loi^ de^l^ted 
Europe. Happy would it nave been if 
th^ cabinets of Vienna and St Jameses 
had improved on these dispositions, 
and taken advantage of the pause in 
the career of universal conquest, to 
render effectual aid to the powers who 
now threw the last die for the inde- 
pendence of Europe on the shores of 
the V istula. But I'eceut calamities had 
prostrated the strength of the Austrian 
monarchy, and shaken the nerves of 
its rulers; hud the administration of 
affaii*s in Qi*eat Britain had fallen into 
the hands of a party whose minds had 
been so perverted by long and im* 
pas.sioiied opposition to Mr Pitt’s 
policy, that they could not see that the 
time had now arrived when it was 
loudly called for, and might be followed 
out vrith a certainty of success. Hence 
the opportunity of decisive iuterposi- 
tion was allowed to pass over without 
anything being done by either power ; 
and to Austria was bequeathed, in con- 
sequence, th|» overthrow of Wagiam— 
to England, the costly and bloody ef- 
forts of the Peninsular campaigns. 

38. The French army, which was 
now |/ut into winter quarters, amounted 
to one hundred and sixty thousand 
men, including forty thousand horse : 
sio wonderfully had the levies in France 
and the allied states compensated the 
consumption of human life duiing the 
bloody battles and wasteful marches 
which had occurred since they univtid 
on the banks of the Saale. The can- 
tonments, from the extreme right to 
left extended over a space of fifty 
leagues, forming beyond tlie Vistula 
the chord of the arc which that river 
describes in its course from Warsaw' to 
Bantzic, The left wing, under Berna- 
dotte, w’as, from its position, most ex- 
posed *10 the incursions of the enemy ; 
but no apprehensions W'ere enttu'taiued 
of its being disquieted, as that m^- 
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shal/whoae rallying point woa Oaterode, 
could speedily receive auccour, in ca»o 
of need, fresm ttarsM Ncy, who lay 
uairt to his right, ai^ woijld thus hare 
fi%*firo thousand men under his com- 
mand. The centre and right wing, 
neai'ly a hundred thouwind strong, 
were almost detached from the left 
wing, and Isfr more closely together on 
either side of Warsaw. To provide 
subsistenoe for so great a multitr|de 
amidst the forests and marshes of 
Poland was no easy matter; for its 
fertile plains, though the granaiy of 
Western Europe, raide their admimble 
wheat crops only for exportation, and 
present, in propor'Jon to their extent 
of level sui’&ce, fewer resources for an 
army than any country in Europe. 
But it was in such subordipate thcaigh 
necessary cares, that the admirable 
organisation and indefatigable activity 
of the Emperor shone most conspi- 
cuous. 

89. Innumerable orders, which for 
a long time back had periodically is- 
sued from headquarters, had brought 
all the resources of Germany to* the 
supply of the army in Poland. Con- 
^ voys from all quarters were incessantly 
converging towards the Vistula, and 
supplies of every sort, not only for the 
maintenance of the soldiers, but for the 
sick and wounded, as wel]*«is the muni- 
tions of war, transported in many thou- 
sand carriages, were brought up from 
the Rhine and the Danube in abun- 
dance, So great was the activity in 
the rear of the army, that the njads 
through J^russia bore rather the appear- 
ance of a country enriched by the ex- 
tendttd c<i^jnmerce of a profound peace, 
than of a district lately ravaged by the 
scourge of war. Great hospitals were 
established at Thom, Posen, and War- 
saw ; thirty thousand tents, taken from 
the Prussians, were cut down into 
bandages for the use of the wounded ; 
immense magazines formed all along 
the Vistula, and formidable intrench- 
mt^nts erecl^sd to pi*otect the t^s-de- 
j)orit of Praga, Thorn, and Modlin on 
the Vistula, and Sierock on the^arew. 
Though the blockade of Dautzic was 
not yet formally commenced, yet it 
was necessary to neutralise Uie advan- 


tages which the enemy derived trom 
tSh© possession of so important a for- 
tress on the right of their line ; and for 
this purpose a French division, united 
to the contingent of Baden and the 
Polish levies, was formed into the tenth 
corps, and placed under the command 
of Marshal Lefebvre. It soon amounted 
to twenty-seven thousand men, and be- 
gan to obsarve the fortresses of Dantzic 
and Colbei^; while Napoleon evinced 
his sense of the dubious nature of the 
struggle in which he was engaged, by 
sending for his experienced lieutenant, 
Massena, from the scene of his eaf>y 
'triumphs amidst the sunny hills of 
Calabria, to a sterner conflict ou the 
frosen delds of I^oland. 

40. The repose the army at War- 
saw was no period of rest to the Em 
peror. Great care was tsken to keep 
alive the spirits of the Poles, and con- 
ceal from them the dubious jseue of 
the late conflict ; and for this purpose 
•Vt was announced that almost all the 
prisoners taken from the Kussians had 
either been maiphed off for France, or 
already entered\he ranks of the Grand 
Army ; w'hile the eighty pieces of can • 
non, which they b^n forced to 
leave behind them in their retreat, were 
ostentatiously placed before the palace 
of the republic. Orders were the 
same time sent to Jerome to press the 
siege of the foAresses in Silesia which 
still remained in the hands of the Prus- 
sians. The ptisillaiumous and unac- 
countable STiiTenders of Stettin and 
Cuslriii have already been mentioned 
(Ante, Chap. xuir. § 71) : and in the con- 
sequenoea which immediately flowed 
from ftoae disgraceful derelictions of 
duty, was soon made mauifest of what 
vast importance it is that all officers, 
even in commands apparently not veiy 
considerable, should, under all cii-cum- 
stonces, adhere to the simple line of 
duty, instead of entering into capitu- 
lations from the supposed pressure of 
political considerations. The transport 
of artillery aur>a siege equipage from 
the Rhine or the Elbe to the Oder, 
would have token a veiy long period, 
and prolonged the reduction of the in- 
terior line of the Prussian fortresses ; 
but the surrender of Oustriu to the sum- 
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mom of ft regiiaetit of infntitfe^ ftud two 
pieces of caixiioii, enabled Vmdamifie 
speedily to ftum>und Glogau with d lor- 
midable battering^train, which, before 
the &rat parallel was completed, in- 
dtieed its feeble governor to loww his 
colours. 

41. Fi’om the vast military stores 

captured in that town, a battering- 
train for the reduction «of Breslau 
was immediately obtained, and forward- 
ed along the Oder with such rapidity 
that, on the 1 5ih December, thetrenches 
before that place, the capiml of Silesia, 
d eheml on the Oder, and a fortress of 
the first order, wei’e opened, and a' 
heavy bombardment kept up upon the 
town. The defence^ however, was some- 
what more creditable to the Prussian 
character, and proved of what inesti- 
mable importance it would have been 
to the monarchy had the French arms 
been in like manner delayed before the 
walls of the other foitresses. Twice 
during its continuanoe Prince Anhalii 
-who with a few battalions and a levy 
of peasautB still maint^ed himself in 
Upper Silesia, approached the be- 
siegers’ lines, and endeavoured to throw 
succours into the •town ; but on the 
first occasion his etforts were frustrated 
by the vigilance of the French and 
Bav^aus, who formed the covering 
force; and in the last attack he was 
totally defeated, with the loss of two 
thousand men. Soon after, a severe 
frost deprived Breslau of the protec- 
tion of the wet ditches, and the gover- 
nor, despairing of being relieved, and 
seeing the besiegers’ succours rapidly 
and hourly augmenting by the aiTivui 
of military stores from Glogau, Virren- 
dered with the garrison of si:L thou- 
sand men ; the private men being pii- 
soners of war, the officers dismissed 
on their parole not to serve against 
France till exchangee! By this acqui- 
sition, three hundred pieces of cannon, 
and immense military stores of all 
sorts, fell into the hands of the con- 
querors. • 

42. This great achievement*’ made 
the reduction of the other fortrosses in 
Silesia a matter of comparative ease, 
by furnishing, close at hand, all the re- 
sources necessary for their reduction. 


[chap, xliv. 

They were almost forgotten, accord- 
ingly, and fell without being observed 
into the hands of the invilders. Brieg 
surrendered almc^t, as soon as it was 
invested. Eosel ffm taken in silence, 
after a siege ctf ft few days, l^apoleon, 
delighted wilih these acquisitions, which 
entirely sectmed the flank of hie 
army, and^ were of the gteater impor- 
tance from the menacing aspect of the 
fof<)e which Austria was ooUcciang on 
the Bohemian frontier, named derome 
Buonaparte governor of the province of 
Silesia; and after having drawn all the 
resources out of its rich cities and pow- 
erful fortresses which they were capable 
of yielding, for the prosecution of ope- 
rations against Dantzio and the strong- 
holds on the Lower Vistula, despatched 
Var damme, with twelve thousand men, 
to besiege Schweidnitr., Neisse, and 
Glatz, the only remaining towna in the 
upper province which still hoisted the 
Prussian colours.* The reduction of 
these strong fortresses, which had been 
the object of several campaigns to the 
Great iVederick, did not take place for 
some months afterwards, and was hardly 
noticed by Europe anpf^t the whirl of 
more important events on the Lower 
Vistula. 

43. The task of reducing the fortified 
towns on the Lower Oder, and between 
that and tlx Vistula, Wiu$ allotted to 
Marshal Mortier, He took a position, 
in the middle of December, at Anclam; 
and, upon bis approadi, the Swedish 
forced’ retired to Stralsuud. While in 
this station he drew his posts rcumd 

* Ah f^iat tbcHc fortresses in Silesia fell 
into the hands of Napoleon, tiioy won* by 
his orders totally ciisnaantltHl, and tlieir for- 
tiftcations raned to Uic ground. Their in- 
imbitauts wore saized with consternaiiou 
when they beheld these rigorous i>rdors u.ir- 
rlcd into full exeeiitjon. Hud auticipiiteil ^ 
total Btjparatlon front the PrusBian monarchy, 
U) which they were much attiiched, trom so 
complete a destruction ol the harrier rsused 
witn so much cure, both against Austria and 
RiiBsia. Nothing could more dearly demon- 
strate the determination of the French Em- 
peror to reduce I^mssia to the rank of a third- 
rate power ; hut the policy, with reference 
to the future iniorc.Mts both of France and 
Germapy. of destroying the chief barrmr of 
botii against Itfusctivite a^reHsion, was ex- 
tremely doubtful. —MoNTVitRAN, JliH Const, 
dc la Sitmt tk VAngleltrre en 147 ; and 
lJUMAS, xvil. 99, lOU. 
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Colberg, aad sklmi^hw oocuis 

i*6d wiSi the PiniaBiAH gan^n of that 
jplaoe. Matt ers remaioed in that flita- 
atiou till the end of when the 

blockade of that iortvm was more 
cloaely eetabliehed^ whi^ ooatinned 
till Jhe eonckunon of m oami^aagn. 
More important operation* took 
at Bantaic md Graudenz, ihe siege of 
both which places was much facilitated 
by the great military stores taken jp 
the towns of Silesia. They were brought 
down the Oder to near its mouth, and 
thence transported by land to the neigh- 
bourhood of those fortresses; and with 
such vigour did Marshal liefebvre 
push forward the operations, especially 
against the foimer of these towns, that 
before the end of January considerable 
progress had l)een madein the works. 

44. On the return of Napoleon to 
Warsaw, he receivt^ detailed accounts 
of the operations of Ifarmont in Illyria 
since the commencement of hostilities 
in October. For a long period, and dur- 
ing the time when it was understood 
that a negotiation was on foot between 
the two governments, a sort of tacit 
suspension of arms existed between the 
French marshal and the Kussians ; but 
when it was distlnofly ascertained that 
hostilities had been resumed, the flames 
of war extended to the emiling shores 
of the Adriatic sea. The <Muscovit«s, 
strengthened by the arrival of Admiral 
Siniavin with a powerful squadron, re- 
sumed the offensive, and compelled 
Marmontto abandon the poiutof Olitro, 
and fall back on Old Kaguaa, where he 
fortifled himself in a strong position in 
front of the town, and resolved to await 
the arriviil of bis flotilla and reinforce- 
ments. Encouraged by this retrograde 
movement, the Kussians, six thousand 
strong, supported by 8*me thousand 
Montenegrins, advanced to the attack ; 
but they were anticipated by the French 
general ; and after a sharp action, the 
new levies were dJspemed, and the re- 
gular troops comp^ed to take refuge 
within the walls of CastelNuovo, after 
sustaining a loss of six hundred men. 

46. At the same period, a oojirier 
from Constantinojfle brought intelli- 
gence of the declaration of war by the 
Forte against Kusaia. This was an 


evmt of the ^etfy highest importance, 
pi^miaing, as it did, to effect so pow- 
erful a diversion in the Eussian forces ; 
and Napoleon therefore resolved to im- 
prove to the uttermost so auspicious a 
change by eontractiug the olosegt alh- 
anoe with the Turkish government. 
Though General Michelson had early 
gained considerable advantage, and was 
advancing towards Belgrade, which had 
fallen into ^he hands of Csemy George 
and the insurgent Servians, yet the dis- 
asters of the Prussian war had opened 
the eyes of the eabihet of St Peters- 
buig, when it was too late, to the im- 
prudence of which they had been guilty 
in engaging at once in two such formid- 
able coni^te. Accordingly thirty-six 
battalions and forty squadrons (about 
twenty-five thousand men) were or- 
dered to advance with all possible rapid- 
ity firom the plains of Moldavia to the 
b^ks of the Bug. Auxious to (ler:ve 
every possible advantage from this great 
diversion, Napoleon sent instructions 
to his ambassador at CmiEtantinopie, 
General Sebastiani, to use the greatest 
efforts to induce the Turkish govern- 
ment to enter vigorously into the con 
test; while to Marshd^rmont he gave 
orders to send Frenen ofiicers into all 
the Ottoman provinces, with oi-dcrs to 
do their utmost everywhere to remse 
the Mussulman population against the 
Muscovite iuv adepts. * At the same time, 

* These iftstructiong to Marinont are well 
worthy of attentfim, lx)th as evinciug the 
views which Napoieon already entertamod, in 
regard to the Ottoman empire, auvi setting 
ID a clear light his subsequent fierhdious con- 
duct in abandoniDg that power to the am- 
bition of Itiissia, by the treaty of Tilsit. * ‘ A 
courier, jhat arrived from Oonstantinople, 
has announced that war against Bussia is de- 
clared : great enthusiasm prevails ut that 
capitfid; twenty regiments of Jaiiisssnes 
have just sat out from its wails for the X>an> 
ube, and twenty more will speedily follow 
from Asia. Sixty thousand men ai*c at Hir- 
sova; Paslia Oglou has assembled twenty 
thousand at Widdiu. Send immodiatcly five 
engineer ofi&oers and as many of artillery to 
Constantinople— Old the pashas m every pos- 
sible way with counsel, pravisiou, and lun- 
munition. It is dbt unlikely that I may 
send you* with 25,000 men to Widdiii, and 
there you will enter into connection with the 
Grand Army, of which you would form the 
extreme right. Twenfcy-fl vc thonssndFreneb, 
supported by sixty thousand Turks, would 
soon force tlie Huusiaus not to leave 40,000 
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the relations pi France v?ith Persia and 
Turkey were considered of such para- 
mount importance, that they were made 
the subject of a special messa^ to the 
senate, which declared— “The Ktoperor 
of Persia, tormented, as Poland was for 
sixty years, by the intrigues of Russia, 
is animated by the same sentiments as 
the Turks. He has resolved Jio mai*oh 
upon the Caucasus to defend his domin- 
ions. Who could number the duration 
of the wars, the number of campaigns, 
which would be required one day to 
repair the calamities consequent upon 
the Russians obtaining possession of 
Constantinople ? Were the tiara of the 
Greek faith raised again, and extended 
from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, 
we should see in otir own days our pro- 
vinces attacked by clouds of barbarians ; 
and if, in that taidy struggle, civilised 
Europe shouid happen to fall, our cul- 
pable indifference would justly excite 
the reproaches of posteiity, and would 
become a subject of opprobrium in lua- 
tory.” Memorable words I when the 

men on the Danube, as they have done, but 
to forward twtqe that number to dofemd their 
own firontiora m thaLquartcr Send twenty 
or thirty oflBcers tf, the pashas, if they de- 
mand so many ; but the period for tho em- 
ployment of troops IS not yet arrived. Tho 
Turks may be relied on as faithful allioa, be- 
en#' o they hate the Btissians , therefore 
ht not sparing in your^ipyjlies Of all sorts 
to tbcm. An amWssiKlor from Persia iis 
well as Turkey has just been at Warsaw ; the 
court of Ispahan also, as the sworn ouen»y of 
Rusekk. ni ly be relied on as our iMend. Our 
relations with the Eastern powers are now 
such, thiit we may look forward thortly to 
trar^sporiing 40,000 men- to the ga-tet of Jspa 
han, and from theme to the ehoree of the fndtr, : 
— .pro)eots which formerly appeared cbinieri- 
ijal are now no longer so, when I rl ’civeam- 
bassadolfS from the Sultan, testifying a seri- 
ous alarm at the x>rogress of Ru<jaia, and tho 
strongest confidence in the protection of 
Fr-ince, In these circumstances, send yo.ir 
officers over all the Turkish provin(.*es ; they 
Will make known my disposition towards 
the Grand Seignor, and that will exalt the 
genend enthiisiaGin, while at the same tune 
you will be ab*e to acquire for me informa- 
tion which may prove in the highest degree 
useful. In a word, gcn^l, I am the eineere 
friend of Turkey, and v/im to do it all the. good 
in my potoer ; lot that principle rclJfulatB all 
your actions, 1 consider the Turkish dcda« 
ration of war against Russia aa the most for- 
tunate circumstance that could possibly have 
occurred in my present situation."— Jomini, 
ii. 347-349. 


eveuts which mubaequeut timea have 
brought aboutj and the objects of poli- 
tical apptehenaion in our*own tizhe, are 
taken into view. ^ 

40. The Widence of the Frenoh gen- 
erals and ofiloers at Warsaw appemd 
a perfect Elysium after the fatigueaand 
privations to which they had bean, ex- 
posed. The society of t^at Uapit^ is 
well known to be one of the mostsgree- 
aj^le in Europe, from the extraordinary 
talents and accomplishments of the la- 
dies of rank of which it is composed. 
No ivereon can have mingled in those 
delightful circles without perceiving 
that the Polish women are the most 
fascinating in Europe. Endowed by 
nature with an ardent temperament, 
an affectionate dispositiun, and an ex- 
ab^cd imagination, they have, at the 
same time, all the grace and ooquetiy 
which constitute the charm of Parisian 
beauty, and yet a?tain, at least in rural 
situations, the domestic virtues and 
simplicity of manner* which nurse in 
infancy the national chanicter of the 
English people.* Speaking almost 
every language in Europe with incom- 
parable facility— conversing alternately 
in B'rench, German, Italian, Russian, 
and sometimes English, with th«) ac- 
cent of a native — versod in the litera- 
ture and history of all these countries, 
and yet piVerring to them all the ruins 
of their own w'asted huid — enthusiastic 
in their patriotism, and yet extended in 
their views — with hearts formed in the 
aimj^iicity of domestic life, minds cul- 
tivated during the solitude of rural ha- 
bitation, »md mimners polished by the 
elegance of metropolitan society — they 
«j)j>roach as near as imagination can 
figure to that imaginary standard of 
|#erft*ction which constitutes the object 
of chivtdi'ous devotion. Melancholy re- 
flection ! that the greatest channs of 
society should be <io-existent with the 
n»O 0 t vicious and destructive national 
institutions ; and tliat its principal ex 
cellencies should have been called forth 

* This observation applies to tho character 
of the fomolo part ol tho Polish ntral nobility. 
TIiosC who have made Warwiw or other great 
capihils their habitual residonee, have toe 
often contracted tho vices incident to a po 
lishod and corrupted society. 
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by ibe mi^jerable and difttvadted cua- 
toniia which J^ad brought the Foliah 
nation to a pi*etnature dWoIution ! * 

47 . If Buoh are the alftractiinB of W^w- 
saW| e^n to a piling traveller, it may 
caaily bebelievedwhatitapiyeared tothe 
Fr^oh officers ^dter the rude encouuteif 
of Pultuftk and Goly min. From all parts 
of Pruflsian rJiland the great famiUee 
flocked to her capital, and soon formed 
a society, in the midst of the horroif 
of war, which rivaled any in Europe in 
' splendour and attractions. Abandon- 
ing themaelTes without reeervo to the 1 
delightful prospects which seemed to 
he optniug on their ci'niitr^', the Polish 
women saw in the French officers the 
deliverers of Sarmatia, the invincible 
Allies w'hci ^vere to resti>re their long- 
lost country-, to renew the Jlories of 
the Piasfca and the Jagellons. A uui- 
vemil enthusiasm prevailed ; f6tes and 
theatrical amuHcmouts succeeded each 
other iudivei'sified magnificence: and, 
following the general bent, even the in- 
tellectUfil breast of Napoleon caught 
the flame, and did homage to charms 
which, attractive at all timee, were, in 
that moment of oxultalioii, iiTesiatiUe. 
A transient but very vehement amour 
entranced hi.«i aeuaes without touching 
Ilia heart But these fairy scenes were 
of short duration; his pleas«’es never 
for a moment interfered wiUi his du- 
ties ; he Wiw indefatigable in prepara- 

" It may with truth be said,” pays Sa- 
saiy, “that t).0 Polish* wg men are 
inspire joalonv\r to the most (wcomplisbed 
i;nhe«in the milised world; thoy anitc, for 
Uio most part, to the manners of the great 
world a depth ‘d' infonnation which isrtwoly 
tu bo seen even among the Fi-ench women, 
iiud whicJi is iiidnitely sujienor to what is 
usually to t>e i/it ^ with in the most aa-om- 
I'hshcfi urban si)'.,icly. It would appear that, 
being obliged to pass more than half the year 
oil tneir estates, tliey devote themselves to 
loading and mental cultivation; and hence 
in theeapitala, where they to pass the 
winter, tha|r so frequently appear sui>erior 
to all their I’lvala*' — SAvaav, iii. 17, 

“1 did not require to learn,’* aays Puroc, 

*' that the Polish women are tbo most agree- 
able in Europe ; but it was not till I arnved 
m Poland tiiat I became acquainted witii the 
tail extent of their charms* The attractions 
of Warsaw are indescribable. It conUfhs 
several sigreoable circ1es--^ono charming ” — 
Letter of Jhtroc to Junot^ Dec, 17, 1806; 
D'AnRANTEii, ix 35<X 
VOL, VI. 
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tion duni3gij|i6 short mterval of repose ; 
apd war, in ite most terrible form, was 
destined soon to arouse all from thia 
transient period of enchantment 
48. Whjm the B'rench were put into 
cantonments on the right bank of the 
Vistula^ the situation of the Bnssian 
army w*^ such, that it could hardly 
be said to hage a commander. Kamen- 
skoi retired /ar to the rear to Grodno, 
whore he went out in his shirt to the 
streets, and gave 'onequivocal proofs 
of mental derangcmeift Buxhowden 
commanded his own corps, while Ben- 
nkigsen did the same with his; and 
the mutual jealousy of tliese officers 
for a time prevented iho one from 
obeying the commamks of the other ; but 
I at length the appointment of the latter 
; to the supreme command restored 
unity to the operations of the army. 
Fortunately for the Bussians, thft sus- 
pension of hostilities, itnd the interval 
of Jfteen leagues which 8ep»anited their 
cantonments from those of the enemy, 
pi'evented them from sutfering under 
this division of council ; and when 
Benningsen assumed the command, 
ho n^solved to carry sut the dtjsign of 
Buxhowden, and, iiiatfad of allowing 
the army to repose in its cantonments, 
commence an offensive movement wi^ 
the whole army against the Frencn 
loft under Bernad^ttfi and Noy, which 
had extended itself so far as to menace 
Kdnigsbei'g, the second city of the 
Prussian dominions, and l^e capital of 
the old part of tlio monarchy. Many 
reasons recommended this oourse. It 
was evident that Napoleon would turn 
to the bcb^ account the breathing-time 
afforded him in winter quarters. His 
aimy would be recruited and strength- 
ened, hia cavalry remounted, his maga- 
zines replenished on the Vistula : the 
fortresses at its mouth were ali'eady 
observed; and when the mild season 
returned in May, there was every 
reason to fear that he would be as 
solidly established «on the lino of that 
river by the capture of Colbeig, Grau- 
denz, and Dantzic, as he was now on 
the Oder and in Silesia by the reduc- 
tion of the fortresses of that province. 
In addition to thia, the situation of 
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Bemadottia aiid Kayi wRo had 
ttheir cautoameata heyotid what was 
eitlwir ueoeesaiy or prudent, and iu 
Buch 'a way aa aimoat to indicate an of- 
fensive intention, suggeetedahope, that 
by a vapid movement their oorps might 
be isolated and destroyed b^ore the 
bulk of the Grand Army, grouped round 
Warsaw, could advance t<j their relief. 

49. Impressed with th^e ideas, the 
Russian army, aeventy-hve thousand 
stmng, with five hundred pieces of 
cannon, was everywliei*e put iu motion, 
crossed the Karew, and mai'ched upon 
the Bobr. The corps of Benningst-n 
find Buxhowden, so long separated, 
effected a junction at Bialla on the 14th 
January : and on the 15th headquarters 
were established at that place. Essen 
w'aa left with two divisions on the 
Narew to mask this forward move- 
ment I and there he was soon after 
joined by the divisions from Mol- 
davia. This great assemblage of fcp*ce 
was the more formidable, that it was 
entirely unknown to the eneruj', being 
completely concealed by the great 
forest of Johansberg and the numerous 
chain of lakes, retersected by woods, 
which lie Ijetween Arys in East Priis- 
sia, tind the banks of the Vistula. 
1^'jpidly adviinciug, after its columns 
were united, the Russian rumy moved 
fi^r^vaid between thf lakes of Spirding 
and Ldweutiu ; and on the l7th head- 
quat were established at Rhein iu 
East Prussia: Meanwhile the cavalry, 
consisting of forty squadrons under 
Prince GalUtziil, pushed on for the 
AUe, on the roads leading to Kbnigs- 
bei‘g and Bischofstein ; e.ifd on the 
other side of that river surprised and 
defeated thelight horse of Marshal Ney, 
which had advanced in pursuit of Les- 
toeq to Sohippenbeil, within ten leagues 
of Kbiugsberg. Thus on the 20th 
January, the Russian army, perfectly 
concentrated, and iu admirable order, 
was grouped in the middle of Ea*t 
Prussia, and was Within six march<is 
of the , Lower Vistula, whert- it might 
either raise the blockade of Dantac 
and GmudcD!^ or fall with avast su^ 
riority of force ufion Bemadotte or 
Ney, still slumbering iu undisturbed 
security in their cantonments. 


50. Hod Bepningsen been aware of 
the (^ttejL'ed condition of Marshal 
Key's corps, he mighi by the admis- 
sion of the Frehch militaiy historians, 
have destroyed the whole before it 
could by possibUity liaire been unl|ied 
and put in a oon^Hion to give bs^le. 
As it was, great fiiunbers of me detached 
pmttes were made prisoneve, and the 
oonduot of the marshal in firsti, by his 
Senseless incursions attracting the 
enemy, and then, by liis undue disper- 
sion, exposing himself fcu their attacks, 
drew down a severe, repi’oof from Na- 
])oleon. * But a glance at the map must 
be sufficient to show that great and 
decisive success was at this moment 
within the grasp of the Russian gene- 
ipl ; and that if, instead of making a 
long circuit to reach the head of Mar- 
shal Key's coiqis, scattered ovej.* a space 
of eighteen leagpes, and drive it back 
upon its line of retreat towards War- 
saw, he had boldly thrown himself, 
three days earlier, xipon its flank, he 
would have separated it from the centre 
of the army, and diiven both it and 
Bemadottc to a disastrous letrcat into 
the angle formed by the Vistula and 
the Baltic Sea. The movement of 
Benningsen to the head of Key’ s col umn, 
however, having [irevented this, he 
turned l^s attention to Beruailotte, 
who had received intelligeuco of liw 
approach, and hod rapidly concentrat- 
ed hiw corps fi‘om the neigh bo arhof>d 
i>f"Elbing at Mohrungen. Meanwhile 
the llussimi anuy continued its sub 
vfmee ; on the 22d, headquaiicrs wei-o 
cstablisheil at Bischofsteiu, and the 
Cossacks jaitthed on to Hcilsbcrg ; and 
ou the same day, a severe action tcujk 
place at Seeberg, from wben<JO the 
French cavahy, under Col belt, were 
driven ib the direction of Alleiistein. 
Ney, now soyiously alarmed, despKtch- 
cd couriers in all directions, to collect 

* He severely blamoil tho marshal “lor 
having, by an inconsiderate morcniont, nt- 
tractea tho cnomy, and oven cndeav^unxui u> 
engage Marshal Soult, who declined to lullow 
hira, iu tho some expedition. Yon will iin- 
uie<liately resume the winter quarters pro- 
BCTibed for your coips, and take advixutuife 
ot them to give rest to your cavalry, and re- 
pair, tho best way you can, the tault you 
have committed.”^BuMAS. xvii 803. 
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his aoattdmd dirisioiiB, .iqid tho 23d 
resumed his jieedquiMrtm lilt H^iden- 
burg* eitbendltig his troops left 

towoi'ds 0%e&bti:i^g tS len#j!^kt(uiee 
to , ‘ 

Beriiadotte* hjr dea* 

patches ftom nil quiUrtors of this for* 
midahle imt{)|iohmto hiiseaiitcmments, 
was rapidly coneentrating hts U-oops at 
Mohrungett* wh^ ikQubgseu* with 
gimt^jy superior forces, fell upon hiifl. 
The Busslaii trooiAs, hfteeu ^ousatid 
strong, were poit^ in rugged ground 
at Georgenth^, two miles in front of 
that iotirn. General Makow, ^ith the j 
advanced guard of tbc Eussikns, ther# 
engaged with the French before 8uf&- 
cieut forces had come up ; and after a 
sanguinary conflict, in which the eagje 
(jf the 9th French regiment Ivas taken 
and retaken several times, and finally 
remained in the haiidu of the Kussiane, 
HuHei-ed the penalty of his rashness by 
being repulsed towards Liebstadt. In 
this bloody affair both parties had to 
lament the loss of two thousand men, 
and the Russian general, Aurepp, woif j 
killed 1 1 was the more to be regretted ' 
that this premature attiuik had been 
made, an LestOoq was at the moment 
at Wtu'inditt, or five leagues distant on 
the right ; Gatlitsdu, v/ith five thousand 
horse, at ileichuu. at the sai^ distance 
on the loft; Ostemiann Tolstoy at 
Heiligenbeil, and Sacken at Klditten, 
all in the immediate neighbourhood ; 
so that, by a conceirtration of 
iovees, the whole Frtmch corps might 
with case have beeii made prisoners. 
As it WHS, Frince Micjhael Dolgprucki, 
v\ho had been detached by Prince Gal* 
litzin to%VRids Mohniijgen in conse- 
(juenoe of the violent fire heard in that 
direction, fell upon the rear of Herna- 
dotte's corps, jwuetrated into the town, 
maiie several hundi'ed prisoners, and 
CHptured all bis private baggage, among 
which, to hie etornai disgi*ace, were 
found, as in the den of a common free- 
booter, silver idate, bearing the aims 
of almost all tJie states in Germany, 
ten thousand ducats recently levied 
for his own private use, and two tlfou- 
•saud five hundred for that of his staff, 
from the town of Elbing. 
f)2. UTie narrow escape, both of J^ey 


an4 Beiiaadutte, from total dcshnaLctioii 
in eonaequenoe d this bold and vigors 
ous ant^piise, excited the ittmost 
alarm in the French army. Bernadotte 
fell back rapid^ to Oateiiude, where he 
entered in^ commuoioatKm with K^, 
and from ihenoe towards Thom on the 
Lower 'nstuk, by Btraasbutg, severe- 
ly prems& b;g the Cossacks, who almost 
totally destroyed, hie rear-guaard, and 
made many chousaud prisoners. Head- 
I quarters were advanc^ by Beuningseu 
on the 26th to Mohnnfigeu, where they 
remained, ftom the exhaustion of the 
troops, till the 2d February. Taking 
advantage of the aid thus obtwdned, the 
brave and active Leatooqkucceeded in 
raising the blockadeimf Graudens, the 
key to the Lower* Vistula; and throw- 
ing in supplies of ammuiutioii and pro- 
visions, which enabled that im^rtant 
forttess to hold out through all the suo^ 
ceedu^ campai^. The whole Hrench 
left wing raiseeftheir cantonments, and 
fell back in haste, and with great h-ms, 
towards the Lower Vistula; and the 
alarm, spread as far as ‘W’arsaw, gave 
the most effectual refutation to the 
false accounts published in the bulle- 
tius of the successiv<^ defeats of the 
Eassian ariny.^ At the Same time intel- 
ligeucfc was received of the arrival of the 
Russian divisions from the army of 
davia, on the and the Bug, where 
I they effecteiltheir j unction with Geneioi 
I Essen, and raised the enemy's foivie in 
that quarter to thirty thousand men. 

63. These auto ward eyen^s made a 
great impression on the mind of Napo- 
leon, who had never contemplated a 
renewal active openitious till his 
reinforcements from the lihine had 

* “111 Bernadette’s bag^agv, takeaatMoh- 
Tungen, were, found oimou» proofs of the 
arruugemeiit for stage effect mid false intelli- 
gence, made by all tlie officers of the French 
army, the Emperor downwards. An 

order was there found, giviufj the most min- 
ute divectious for tlie a-ciooption ot Nstpoleon 
at Warsaw* with aU the stations and cross- 
ings whore ‘Vive r^uii»ercnrr was to be 
shouted ; and ofiictal dof^^tcl^cs of all tlie 
actions of trie campoigum which Bernadotto 
Ip^Od hoen engaged, for publication, and pri- 
vate desjiatchoB giving tho facts as they 
really ocenri'ed, lor the Emperor's secret 
perusal. These pat»firs arc still in the pos- 
aeasion of General Ih-miingHen’s taiuily.**— 
Wilson's JPolish Campaign, 
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arrived at headquarters, and ret^p^ 
of the mild seasan had enaUed him to 
I’esume hostilities without the exoes« 
sive hardships to which his troops dur- 
ing the later stages of the campaign 
had heen exposed. The cold was still 
extreme ; the Vistula and the Narew 
were charged with enormous blocks of 
floating ice, which daily tjireatetied to 
break down the bridges over them; 
the earth was covered with snow ; the 
heavens exhibited ;thdt serene deep- 
.blue aspect W’hich indicated a long 
continuance of intense frost ; maga- 
zines there wore none in the countny 
which was likely to become the theatre 
of war ; and though the highly culti- 
vated territory ofeOld Prussia offered 
as great resources as any of its extent 
in Em ope* for an invading army, yet it 
was impossUjle to expect that it could 
maintain, for any length of time, the 
enormous masses who would speedily 
be assembled on its surface. But there 
was no time for deliberation ; matters 
were pressing ; the right of Bcnningsen 
was now approaching the Low’er Vis- 
tula, and in a few days tlie llnseian 
army would ra^e the blockade of 
Bantzic, and, f'esting on that fortress 
as a base from whence inexhaustible 
supplies of all soiiia might be obtained 
by sea, would bid defiance to all his 
efforts. * 

54. It was in such a crisis that the 
extraordinary activity and indefatigable 
perseverance of Napoleon appcai'ed 
most conspicuous. Instantly perceiv- 
ing that active operations must bo re 
sumed even at that rude season, he 

llThe territory of Old PnissL' is not na- 
turally more fertile than the pro- 

vinces of Poland, but neverthelcsi’ it is os 
rich and cultivated as 1110 / arc Kterde and 
nojflected- On one aide of the frnutie.* hue 
are to be seen numerous .and opulent cities, 
smiling well-cultivated fields, comfortable 
batnlets, and an industrious and contmiod 
population ; ou the other, endless forests of 
pine, wretched villages, a deplorable agi'lcul- 
ture; squalid huts boBide a few gorgeous pa- 
laces. Nothing can incite clearly demon8ti*ate 
the vicious an i ruinous iKulitical Jnstitiitions 
which have prevailed amidst tne mingled 
anarchy, tyrauny, and democracy of Old 
Poland. This diftcrence, so well known tb 
travellers, repeatedly attracted the attention 
even of the military followers of the I'rench 
amy.--8fiioi7R, Chmp. de Jiuttity z. 127; and 
JoiiiKi, ii. 364. 


de9patch«4 pnlers l^m tha 123d td th^ 
27th Jim for! the assembling nf all 
his ahrfy: hnd lus, withHihe eioeptlou 
of Bern4a<4ite awl N«y, they all lay in 
cantonments not extending over more 
than twehtj^ lei^ues, this whs aidiher 
a tedious nor a diH^^ult' 

Bernadette was enjoined to, assemble 
around Osterdde, ]^eBvre at Thom 
to observe Bantzic, Boult at frannycz, 
l^avouSt at Pultuak, Ney at Nddfen* 
burg^ Bessldres and !M(urat at Warsaw 
with the Imperial Oaard and cavalry. 
Though hmathing only victory in his 
pmckmations to his troops, he was in 
Reality making every preparation for 
defeat; Lcfebvre received orders to 
collect ail the forces at his dispo-sal, 
without any yegard to the blockade at 
Bantzic, in order to secuin the fortre.^s 
and bridge of Thom, the direct lino of 
retreat across the Vistulrz from the 
theatre of war, while Lannes was dis- 
posed as a reserve on the right, and 
Angereau on the left bank of that river. 
On the 27th, orders were given to all 
the columns to mai’ch, and early on the 
morning of the 30th the Emperor set 
out from Warsaw. t *Soult was directed 
to march by Willenberg and Passen- 
heim on Allenstein : thither al»o Ney 
was to move, by Hchenetein, and Ba- 
voust frgm 1‘ultusk by Ortelsb\u*g; 
Augereau, "who had been T')rongUt over 
from the left to the right bank of the 
Vistula, was to advance to it from 
Pliiusk, by Neidenburg and HoIkui- 
pteiu; Murat was to hasten up with 
bis cavalry, so as to form the advanced 
guard of Boult ; while Bessit^res, with 
the Imperial Guard, was to follow in 
reserve. On the left, Beruadotte was 
to retreat in the direction of Thorn : 
while on the extreme right, the coi'ps 
of Lonnes (under the comiuand of 
Savary) was to take post at Sierock, 
between the Bug and the Narew, to 

t The orders givon by Napoleon to all the 
fnarehals and chief ofilcers of his army i>u 
this trying etucrgoucy, may be considered 
aa a noastoi-pi^^M? of military skiU and fure- 
aight, and deserve espociMi atteutiou from 
all who desire to make themselves acquaint- 
ed either with his extraordinary activity and 
resources, orwith the multi jdied cares which, 
on suoli ail occasieu. devolve ou a oommau- 
dor-in-chief.— See the whole in Dumas, xvu 
330-374 ; }*iecei Jvjst. 



mt] Bxwtmj OP fimtopK zu 


obflme Esseti ; imd .Qudinoi Mb 
grenadiers was ^rpn^ 

Warsaw to 0j9troleti£& wlt«^he wotild 
be in a position eiilter to lu^tSarary 
or the Grand *rW ^ject of 

Kapoleon in these motetnenta waa» that 
vvhu^ by the retreat of His left wing 
iindet Bemisliatte, he drew on the Bus^ 
sians towatds Thom and the Lower 
Vistiiila, he ehould* by rapidly thrown^ 
forward his own rights oonsis^g of 
four corps and the reserve oavalry, to 
AUenstein, tnm their left flank, and 
cut off their retinat to the Niemen. 

$5. Following thus his usual plan of 
marching with the I alk of his forces, 
Ro as to get in the rear 'of the enemy 
during his advonee, Kapoloon moved 
towards AUcnstein, where be arrived 
on the 2d February with the corps of 
Soult, Augereau, and Ney ; while Do- 
vonst was at a short distance still 
further on his right, at' Wartenburg. 
Already he had interposed between 
Jjenuiugscu and llussia; the only line 
of retivat which lay open to that officer 
was to the uorth'east, in the directi< 2 n 
of Kdnigsberg and the Kiemen. The 
Kussiaii army was stationed between 
the Pasaorge and the Alle, from Gutt- 
Ktadt and HeUeberg on the latter river, 
to Liebfitftdt and Wonnditt in the 
neighbourhood of the formeP^ but these 
movements of Napoleon induced Ben- 
iiingsen to concentrate his divisions 
and move them to the eastward, imthe 
direction of Spiegelberg and the Alle, 
oil the 1st and 2d of February, in order 
to preserve his communications with 
the Husskui frontier. The whole troops 
assembled in order of battle on the 
following in a strong position on 
the heights of Jonkow'o, covering the 
gi’eat road fj’om Allenetein to Lieb- 
sjtadt, its left I'eefciug on the village 
of Kondthen. Napoleon instantly di- 
rected l)avoufit to march from War- 
teuburg to Spiegelberg with Ms whole 
corps, in orcler to get round the left 
ilauk of the Russians ; while Soult re- 
ceived orders to force the bridge of 
Bergfried, over* the Alle, in rear of their 
left flank, by which be would be enabled 
to debouch upon their line of retreat 
and coiitmuniuations ; and this attack 
was of such impoitance, that Bavoust 


wi«i t6 support him with two of his 
dividou^ 

It Would hove been all over with 
the Bumans if these orders had been 
carried into full execution without their 
being aware how completely they were 
in course of bping encirded. But by 
a fortunate accident Idle despatches to 
Bemadotte, announcing the design, and 
enjoining him to draw Benningsen on 
towards the Lower Vistula, had pre- 
viously fallen into hands of the 
Cossacks, ind made that aware 

of his danger. He immsimiBiteliy des^ 
patched orders to the officer at Berg- 
fried to hold tho bridge to the lost ex- 
tremity, which was m gallantly obeyed, 
that though Soult fesailed it with all 
his corps, and it was taken and retaken 
several times, yet it flually remained 
in the hands of the Russiafle. The situa- 
tion of Benningsen, however, was still 
very critical ; he was compelled to fall 
brek to avoid being turned in presence 
of veiy 8uj)erior forces, and by his 
lateral movement from Mohrungen ho 
had become entiiriy separated from 
Lestocq, who was in the most imminent 
danger of being cut %|f and deBtPoye<l 
by the superior forces of Bernadotte. 
Fortunately, however, from the deS' 
patches beiug intercei>ted, that n#ir- 
shal remained eijtirely ignorant, both 
of what was expected from him, and 
of the gi'oat advantages w-hjeh remained 
in his poorer ; and Lestoeq^, odthout 
being disquieted, o-aa eaiabled to 
check his advance a,nd make prepara- 
tions for a retreat, which ley open to 
him frouj Freisfcadt, where he had been 
covering the revictualling of Graudenz, 
by Beutsch-Eylau, Osterode. an<l Moh- 
rungen, to Liebstadt ; while Benniug- 
sen himself, on the night of the 3d, 
broke up from Jonkowo, and retired in 
the same direction. 

67. By daybi-eak the French aituy, 
headed by Murat with his numerous 
and terrible di*agoona, was in motion to 
pursue t^e enemy* ; and as the liussians 
had been much retarded during the 
night by the passage of so many pieces 
of cannon and waggons through the 
narrow streets of Jonkowo, the enemy 
soon came up with their r<jai‘-guat'd. 
By overwhelming numbers the latter 
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were at length Ibroe^ firota the bddige 
of Bei^gfn^d by Sottlt; but they mHieid 
in the villages behind it, and/fnmiitag 
barricades with ttimbrils, waggohs, and 
ohanots, effectually checked the ad* 
vanoe of the enemy until the bamages 
in the rear had gat clear through. 
They then retired, obstinately ^ont^* 
ing every inch of ground, «which they 
did with such effect, that the Erendh 
lost fifteen hundred men in the pursuit, 
without inflicting a greater loss on 
their adversaries. Nor were any cannon 
or chariots taken — a striking proof of 
the orderly nature of the reta'eat, and 
the heroism with which the rear*guard 
I)erformed its duty, when it is recol- 
lected that I^apoledn, with eighty thou- 
sand men, thundered in dose pursuit : 
and that; from the state of the roads, the 
march, whiett had been ordered upon 
three lines, could take place on two 
only. Soult and Davoust continued to 
manoeuvre, in order to turn the live- 
sian left, while Murat and Key pressed 
their rear-guard. On the night of the 
4th, the Russians retired to Wolfedorf, 
where they stood firm next day. But 
this continued ^^freat in presence of 
the enemy was now beginning to be 
attended with bad effects, both upon 
thophealth and spirits of the soldiers. 
The commissariat in^ their army was 
then wretched ; magazines there were 
none in the country whi(ih was now 
the llieatre of war; and the soldiers, 
wh^n worn out with a uight-murch 
over frozen snow, had no means of ob- 
taining subsistence but by prowbng 
about to discover tind dig upjbbe iittle 
stores which the peaaante bad biu'ied 
for the use of their families. The men 
everywhere lay on the bare grotxnd in 
intense frost, with no other bed but the 
snow, and no covering but their gi'eat- 
coats, which were now little better than 
rags. They were not as yet inured to 
retire before the enemy ; and the mur- 
mur against any further retreat was so 
loud, that Banniiigset resolved to fall ; 
back only to a chosen field of battle ; j 
and, upon examining the map, that of 
PREUsaiscK-EYLAtJ was selected for 
this purpose. Ko sooner was this an- 
nounced to the troops than their dis- 
contents were appeased ; the hardships 


of the nl^t-mordies were forgotten; 
and firnm the lobke of the men, 
it would ratnw have been supposed 
they were fflarbybg to tranq^uil winter 
quarters, than to urn most desperate 
struggle which had occurred in 
times, 

56. Severe actions, he^v^er> nweited 
these brave men ere they reached the 
theatre of final conflict. On the Kiight 
or the 5th the army moved to Iiands- 
beig, where the troops from Heiberg 
joined them, notwithetanding a bloody 
combat with Marshal Davoust. On 
theloHowing day, the rear-guard, under 
Bograthion, posted between Hoff and 
that town, was assailed with the utmost 
vehemence by Murat, at the head of 
th^ reseiye cavahy ten thousand 
stiung:, and the principal part of the 
corps of Soult and Aiigereau. The 
approach of thes^x fotmidable masses, 
and the imposing a{>pearance ot‘ their 
dragoons, as well as the balls which 
began to fall from the French batteries, 
occasioned great confusion among the 
cannon and carriages in the streets of 
the town. But with such resolution did 
the rear-guard maintain their ]) 08 itioii, 
that, though they sustained a Ixoavy 
Joss, the enemy were kept at bay till 
night closed Hie carnage, and relieved 
the Rusaiat general from the anxieties 
consequent on so critical a situation 
ill presence of such enormous foixies of 
the enemy. Two battalions of Ru«- 
were trampled under foot in thu 
course of the day or cut down, chiefly 
by one of their own regiments of horse 
dashing over them, when broken and 
flying from Murat’s dragoons. Bou- 
ningseu upon this supported the rear- 
guard, by several brigades of fresh 
troops, and the combat continued with 
various success till night, when both 
amiies bivouacked in presence of each 
other; that of the French on the 
I heights of Hoff, that of the llussiaus 
on those which lie in fr(»nt of Laud-s- 
berg, and the little stream of the Stein 
sejiaraling their outposts from eacii 
othgi-. In this untoward affair the 
Russians sustained a loss of two thou* 
sand five hundred men, among whom 
was Prince Uallitzin, whose chivalrous 
courage had already endeared him to 
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the army ; but i&« fjpeuch were Weak- 
ened by ne^y m fpmi a uumber. 
During the night ihe Whole amxy again 
broke up, and with<Kii^Wt|ier inol^a- 
tion .reached EylaU at aetren the' next 
’iu4;»rWpg, when it paes^ throogh the 
town, and meted <|uWtly to Ste ^ 
pointed groii^ for the battle on 
other waeiw it arrived by noon- 
day. , 

59. This i^pid ocmcentiration 

treat of the Eueaians iicdated the Prus- 
sian corps of lieetooq, and gare too 
much reason to fear that it might be 
cut oiF by the superior forces of Ber- 
midotte and Ney, who were now press- 
ing on it on all sides. But the skilful 
movements of the-« Prussian general 
extricated him from a must perilo^p 
situation. On the &th, he sdt out from 
Mohrungeii, and his horse encountered 
the cavalry of Mui^t near Deppen, 
while the hecui of the column of infan- 
try was at the same time charged by 
Ney, who had crossed the Paasarge to 
intercept Ids progress near Waltersdorl 
The heroic resistance of the advanced 
gu.u*d, only three thousand strong, gave 
time for the main body to change the 
line of Its march, and escape in the di- 
rection of Scbloditten ; but it proved 
fatal to itijelf, as almost the whole were 
tjlaiu or made prisoners, "^jith twelve i 
pieces of cannon: The finn counte- j 
nance of the cavalry, however, defeat- 
ed all the efforts of Murat, w^ho in viun 
charged them repe^atedly with six tffou- 
S'unl horse ; and after baffling all his 
^ ati>acks, they retired leisurely, and in 
* the best oixier, covering the march of 
tlie infantry all the way ; crossed tlie 
Pussnrge at Spanden, and arrived on 
the 7th in safety at Hussehnen in the 
neighbourhood of Eylau. 

60. Thus, after sustaining incredible 
hardt>hip», and undergoing serious dan- 
gel's, the whole Busslau army was at 
length concentrated on one held of 
battle, and about to m^ftasui'e its strength i 
with the enemy. It was reduced, by 
the fatigues and losses of this winter 
campaign, to sixty-ffve thousand men, ! 
assembkwi around Eylau, to whicb, if 
ten thousand be added as Lestoeq^s di- 
vision, which might be expected to co- 
operate in the approaching action, the 


wltple amount that could he relied on 
for shock was »eventy-five thou- 
sand, with four hundred and sixty 
piwes of eannom The French, after 
deducting the looses of this dreadful 
warfare, oxdusiire of Bemadotte, who 
did not arrive on ihe ground for two 
days after, could stUT bring eighty 
thousand mpn into the held, including 
nearly sixteen thousand horse; but 
they had no% above three hundred and 
fifty pieces of artillery.* Thus the two 
armies were nearly e^ai—- the French 
superbrity in numbers, and specially 
in cavalry, being counterbalanced by 
the advantage w&ch the Bnssia&s had 
in that hnportaui arm, the artillery. 
Their spirit and oonunge were at the 
same level ; for if tire iSench could re- 
call with deserved pride the glorious 
achievements of the campaign, and a 
long course of almost unbrohen vie 
toiies, the Busaiims, on their ^e, had 
tlm triumphs of Suwarrhff in turkey, 
Pmand, and the Italian plaiuH, to recall ; 

'* Til© following is tbe account given )>y 
Dumas of tlio troop® present in arms, in 
Januaiy 1807, under mpolcou on tbe Yij»* 
tula 

♦ j. Iiiaatr>*iui4 
* AHJltory. 

Imixirial Guard under Bes- 
sibrcB, . . . .9,100 3,829 

Do. undoT Oudinot, . , 0,046 ^ 

Flint cori)ij(, Beniadotio, . 18,073 ^50 

Second do. Augercau, . 10,000 

Third do. Davoust, . 19,000 767 

Fourth d). Soult, . . 20,339 1,495 

Filth dp. Inuues, . 10,720 1,309 

Sixth do. Key, ^ . .15,168 881 

Cavalry do. Iflurat, . . 753 14,808 

Total on the Vistula, "mJS 24,179 
Detached, vi®., Mortier, in. 

PomeVunia, . . 15,808 1,254 

Do. Jerome and Van- 
damme, in SUesKa, . 18,232 2,207 

Do. Ijefebvre, Dantzic, 23,248 547 

Do. Dumonoeau, Han- 
over, .... 6,898 689 

Total, . . 187,454 28,876 

If from this mass of 113,000 infantry and 

24.000 caval^, there be deducted 19,000 ab- 
sent, under Bpmadottc. 18,000uuaer Lonnes, 

6.000 under Oudinoj, and 14,000 lost or left 
behind during the march from Warsaw, there 
will mnaiu, on tlmir omi showing, 90,000 in 
line at Eylau ; and that agrees nearly with Sir 
KobortWilson‘eestimate.— -D umas, xviii. 5Si2; 
WiLSOK, 99. ThJets makes the effective French 
fore© at Dylan 74,000 men— 

pire, vii. 361. The medium of 80,000 is pro- 
bably very near the mark. 
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and if the former were impelled bj^e 
ardour of a revolution, converted by 
consummate genius into that of mili- 
tary conquest, the latter were buoyant 
with the rising ene1:gy of an empire 
whose frontiers had never receded 
before the standaide of an enemy. 

61. The Russian rear-guard, ^en thou- 
sand strong, under Bag]p-thion, Was 
leisurely retiring towaTCb Eylau, and 
at the distance of about two miles from 
that village, when it was attacked by 
the French infllntry. The Russians 
were at first compelled to give way, 
but tlie St Petersburg dragoons, whose 
rout had occasioned such loss to their 
own comrades on the preceding day, 
emulous to wipe cway their disgrace, 
assailed the enemy so opportunely in 
flank, when emerging from the tumult 
of the charge, that they instantly cut 
to pieces two battalions, and made 
f>ri 2 e of their eagles. Disconcerted by 
this check, the French gave no further 
molestation to the Russian reai'-guard, 
w’hioh retired into Eylau. By a mis- 
take, however, the division destined 
to occupy that impoi-tant station eva- 
cuated it, along ipith the rest of the 
army ; and tfiiugh Benningsen in- 
stantly ordered it to be reocoupied by 
freab troops, the French had, mean- 
wl^e, entered in great numbers, and 
the assailing divisioh, under Barclay 
de Tolly, had a rude contest to en- 
counter in eudeavoui’ing to regain 
the lost ground. vast exertions, 

however, they at length succeeded in 
expelling the enemy. The Frencdi 
again returned in greater force ; the 
combat coiitiziued with th^ utmost 
fury till long after sunset. Fresh 
reinforcements came up tf) the Rus- 
sians : twice Barclay carried the village 
after dark, by the light of the burning 
houses, and he was as often expelled by 
the enthusiastic valour of the French, 
At length they were driven out of the 
town, which, from lying in a hollow, 
and being commanded on the French 
side, was no longer tenable after the ene- 
my had brought up their heavy artillery. 
But that gallant commander, with this 
heroic rear-gtiard, intrenched himself 
in the church and churchyard, which 
stands on an eminence by the road on 


issuing from the town on the other 
side, and there maintayied a sangui- 
nary fesistanoe till past ten at night, 
when he was severely wounded. , Then 
the object of the strife havipg been 
gained by the heavy (Cillery having 
^1 arrived by the road of Bchloditten, 
and taken up its position on the field 
of battle behind the village, the uncon- 
quered Russians wore withdrawn from 
me churchyard, whidi, with its blood- 
stainedgravea and corpse-covereddopes, 
remained in the hands of Napolen, 

62. Never in the history of war 
did two armies pass a night under 
more awful and impressive circum- 
Btanoes than the rival hosts tlntt now 
lay, without tent or covering, on the 
iTOOwy expanse of the field of Kylau. 
Tlie close vicinity of tlie two armies ; 
the vast multitude assembled in ho nar- 
row a space, intf^pt otdy on mutual de- 
struction ; the vital intbrests to the 
lives and fortunes of all which were at 
stake the wintiy wildness of the 
scene, cheered only by the watch-fires, 
which threw a partial glow on tbti 
snow-clad fields around ; the sbivoring 
groups who in either army lay rouinl 
the blazing fires, chilled by girdles of 
impenetrable ice ; the stern rtisolation 
of the soldiers in the one array, and 
the enthu|iastic {irdour of those jn the 
other; the liberty of Eur(;pe now 
brought to tlio issue of one dread com- 
bat; the gloiy of Russia and France 
dejfendent on the efforts of the mighti- 
est armament that either had y(?t sent 
forth, all contributed io impress a feel- 
ing of extraordinary Holcmnity, which 
reueboj^ the most inconsiderate breast, 
oppre^ed the mind with a feeling of 
anxious thought, and kept unclosed 
many a wearied eyelid in both camps, 
notwithstanding the extraonlinary fa- 
tigues of the } receding days. But no 
sooner did tho dawm bi'eait, and the 
qviick rattle of musketry from the out- 
posts commence, thau these gloomy 
feelings w’cre dispelled, {ind all arose 
from their icy beds with no other foci 
ingsbut those of joyous con fulence and 
milAary ardour. 

63. The cvticuation of Eylau on the 
preceding night, had led !N apolcon to 
supijose that the enemy wore not to 
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give battle on the EWicceeding dny ; and, 
overwhelmeci with the extr«Mdini^*y 
fatigues he had undergone eineie leav- 
ing Watsaw, during ^hi<sli*fcitne he had 
been daily occupied iu busineBB or 
mwhing twenty hours out of the 
twenty-fbur, he retired to a house in 
the town, ajid there, amidst all the 
hoxTors of a place carried by assault, 
fell into a profound sloep. The two 
armies were within half cahnon-shoAf 
each other, and their immense masses 
disposed iu close array on a space not 
exceeding a league in breadth. The 
field of wattle consisted of, an open ex- 
panse of unenclosed ground, rising 
into swells, or small hills, interspersed 
-with many lakes : but as the whole 
surface w'os covered with hiiow, gnd 
the water so thoroughly frozen os to 
bear any weight either of cavalry or 
artillery, it Wat ^veiy where accessible 
to military operations. The little 
town of Eylau, situated on a slight 
eminence and surmounted by a Gothic 
st^eeple. was the only salient point of 
the field. On the slo|;)e to its right, 
looking from the French position, 
the churchyard, the scene of so desper- 
ate a Birife on the pi-eceding day. 
The ground rose gently iu its front/ 
ami was intersperr^ed with some small 
hills, amidst which the masses 

of the R’lBsinna were barely visible 
tliroTigh the twilight of a wintry day 
f)bscured by mist and driving 8now% 
The Russian right, under ToucHkofi*, 
lay on eitlier side of Schloditteu ; the 
oputn', under Sacken, occupied a clns- 
ter of oi>eii hills, intercepted by 
lakes, in fi out of Kntachitteu ; the left, 
nntltT Ost^naaiiu TolsU)y, rested on 
KlMii-.Sansgarten and Serpalten ; the 
ad vn need guard, ten thousand strong, 
wdth its outposts extending almost to 
the houses of Eylau, was under the 
command of Bagmthion ; the reserve, 
in two divisions, was led by Doctoroflf. 
The whole army in front was drawn up 
in two hues with admirable precision : 
the reserve, in two clcwsecolumns behind 
the centre ; the foot artillery, consisting 
(►f four liunclrcd pieces, was clisposetl 
along the front of the lines ; the horse 
artillery, embracing, sixty guns, cavalry 
and Cossacks, under Platofif, in resei-ve 


behind the centre and wings, in order 
to support any point which might ap- 
pear to require assistance. Lestocq, 
with his division, had not yet come 
up; but he bad lain at Hussehnen, 
the preceding night, which was only 
three leagues off, and might be expect- 
ed to jqjin befiare the battle wm far ad- 
vanced. • 

64. The ^French position, generally 
speaking, was more elevated than that 
of the Russians, with the exception of 
the right, Where it wfo commanded by 
the heists of Klein- Sausgorten. The 
town of Eylau, however, occupied in 
force by thirir troops, was situated in a 
hollow, so low that the roofs of the 
houses were below tiie range of cannon- 
shot from the Russiim position, and 
the summit of the church steeple, 
which stands on on eminence, alone 
was exposed to the destructive storm. 
Davoust was in rear on the right, and 
received orders, as soon as he caUio up, 
to attack the villages of Klein-Saui*- 
garten and Serpalten, occupied by the 
enetny. The division St Hilaire of 
Soulif « coips was at Rothenen ; bo* 
tween that village a«d Eylau, Augerean 
was CBtablished, and? was destined to 
advance against the Russian main hotly 
and the strong batteries placed onpo- 
site : >Soult, with his reiftaitiing two 
divisions, occupfbd Eylau on the left, 
and was to aid him when he moveii 
forward ; the Imperial Guard and 
cavalry of Murat were in reserve be- 
hind the centre, ready to support any 
attack which might appear likely to 
prove unsuQOCBsful. Orders had been 
despatcfled to Key to attack the Rus- 
sian right as soon as the action was 
w'armly engaged ; and it wati hoped he 
would arrive on the field at least as 
soon as Lestocq on the other side, upon 
whose traces he had so long been fol- 
lowing. Lannes had been defamed by 
sickness at Pultubk, and his corps, 
placed under the oiders of Savary, 
afterwards Dukt of Rovigo, was ob- 
BPiving^he Riissian forces left on the 
Bug and the Narew. Napoleon's de- 
sign, w'heii he saw tliat the Russians 
stood finn, and w’cre resolved to give 
battle, was to tunx their left by the 
corps of Marshal JDavoust, and throw 
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it back on tbe mMdle of the *rm|? 
but, the better to conceal thk obj>^ 
he commenced the aoUon aomi 
dnylight by a violent attack cm tbea* 
right and centre. The Kusaie^ cannon 
played heaTily, but retber at^'Wcard, 
on the hostile maaaea in front of Byl^> 
while the French guns repH^ with 
fatal effect from their eleraf-ed poaitaon 
down upon the enemy, whose Knea 
were exposed from head to foot to the 
range of their shot 

66. Presently the centre, under An- 
geresuy advanced in massy oolumns, 
while St Hilaire's division of Soolt’r 
corps, the whole preceded by a btm* 
dred and fifty pieces of artillery, march- 
ed with an intrepH step against the 
Kussian lefb-oeutre, so as to unite Au- 
gereau's with BavousVs attack, and 
forty guns of the ImpeiialGuard, posted 
on an eminence near the church of 
Eylau, to cover their attack, opened a 
heavy hre on the great centrtd Hussi^ 
battery. These troops had not* ad- 
vanced above three hundred yards, 
driving the Kussian tiraiHenrs: .before 
them, when the Russian cantton^hot, 
from two hundred, pieces, admirably 
directed, ploughed through the mass, 
and so shattered it, that the yhole 
body of Augercan*8 corps inolipkl to 
the*’ieft towards Schlo^tten, to get 
under the shelter of a detached house 
which stood in the way. A snow- 
storm ni the same time set in and 
darkened the atmosphere, so ' that 
neither army could see ^ opponent j 
but nevertheless, the dcSdly storm of 
bullets continued to tear the massy 
columns of the French, and tne can- 
nonade was so violent as to prevent 
Soult from rendering tliem any cfioc- 
tual support, A psjaaked batteiy of 
seventy-two pi«t^' opened on their 
front with a tremendf^^s hr® grape. 
In a quarter of an honrr half of the 
corps were struck down. Augereau's 
divisions were already Bcverely shaken 
by this murderous firepwhen mey were 
suddenly assailed on one side *by the 
right wing of the Russians, under 
Touchkoff, and on the other by their 
reserve and a powerful body of cavalry, 
under Doctoroff. .So thick was the 
snow-storm, so unexpected the onset, 
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I that tha assailants were on^ a few 
yards distant, and the long wees of 
the ' OoBsaolm almost touching the 
Frencdi infBtotry:^ When they wepe first 
discerned. TOe combat waa moV of 
more than a few minutes* dUraitou ; 
the carps, charged at once by foot and 
horse wifii. the utmost vfgouVi broke 
and fied in the wildest dkorder )>aok 
into Bjylau, tdoAely pursued by the 
; Btcsskn ^vahy and Cossacks^ who 
made sdoh havoc, that the whole, above 
idxteen thousand atrong, were, with 
the exception of fifteen humired men, 
taken or destroyed; and An^i'eau 
himself, with his two generals of divi- 
sions, Besgardens and Heudelet, was 
desperately wounded. 

(^C, Kapoleon was apprised of this 
disaster by the fugitives who rushed 
into Eylau ; and the snow-storm clear- 
ing^ away 1 ^ the .same time, show'ed 
him the Busaiau right and centre far 
advanced, with their light troops al- 
most at the edge of the town. He 
himself was stationed at the church- 
yard on its eastern side, which had 
been the scene of such a sanguinaiy 
confiict on the preceding night ; and 
already the crash of the onemy*^ balls 
on the steeple and walls of the church 
showed how near d^mger was ap- 
proaching. f.The semed masses of the 
Old Guard stood firm in and around 
the cemetery, while the branches of the 
trees above fieir heads were coust-aiitly 
rentbr falling from the enemy's caimoii- 
WUa Presently on© of the Russian 
divisions, following rapidly after the 
fugitives, entered Eylau by the et^ern 
street, and charged, with loud hurrahs, 
to the foot of the mount where the 
Emperor was placed with a battery of 
the Imperial Guard and Lis personal 
I escort of a hundred men. Had a regi- 
ment of horse been at hand to support 
tlie attack, Napoleon mhet have been 
made prisoner ; for though the last re- 
serve, consisting of six battalions of the 
Old Guard, was at a short distance, ho 
might have been envelojied before they 
could come up tbhie rescue. The fate 
of Europe then hung by a thread, but 
in that terrible moment the Empm'or’e 
presence of mind did not forsake him . 
he instantly ordered his little body- 
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gttardi hai’dly mote than a company, 
to fonn line^ in order to ctkedt the 
enemy’s advance, and deepfidiched oi^ 
derate the Old Gnsed to •attack the 
coluinji on one flank, whtle, a Inagede 
of murat’a horse cnax^g^ed it on l^e 
other. The; Buiiaiansi^ordefl^ by 

success, aiiiil igoomit the inee^* 
mable was almost within 

their gnetBp, were aireeted by the Arm 
eountenacLce of the.|itile band of h^ois 
who formed Kapo&On*fi last teeource ; 
and before they could re-form their 
innks for a regular conflict,, the enemy 
were upon th^ on either flank, and 
almost the Whole division was cut to 
pieces on the spot.t 
67. The disorder pinduced by the 
repulse of St Hilaire's division, and the 
almost total destruction of flugereau's 
corps, however, was such, that the 
French Emperor w^ compelled to 
strain every nerve to repair it. For 
this purpose be prepai*ed a grand 
charge by the whole cavalty and 
periaJ Guard, supported in rear by the 
divisions of Soult, which occupied Ey^ 
lau and its vicinity, now stripped* of 
any other defenders. The onset of 
this enormous moss, mustering four- 
teen tho\isaud cavalry and tWentyrfive 
thousand foot soldiers, supported by 
two hundred pieces of canmm, was the 
more fonaidable, that the tluck storm 
of snow, iis favourable now to them 
as it had befoi'C been to the enemy. 

• 

* ' ‘ High on a turfy liank the chief was rear’d, 

Fearleissi, and thci'efore worthy to be fear'd.’* 

I LuCA^•, jP/utri&iia, v. 

t “ I nev< r was ao much struck with any- 
thing in n.y hie,” said General Bertrand at 
M Holeiui, ” tts by the Emperor at Eylou at 
the motnt ut wtMin, alone with some officers 
oi‘ lil^ stati , het was almost trodden under foot 
by u colutun of four or five thousand Bus- 
fcians- 'I'he Emperor was on ibot, and Ber- 
ihitTgavc orders iustantiy for the horaes to 
be brought lorward ; the EmjMiror gave him 
a repruachtul look, and instead ordered a 
battalion of his Guard, which was at a little 
distance. advance. He him^tf kept his 
groMiul n'^ the Riiaeians ai^proacbod, repeat- 
ing frequently the words, ‘What bulduesst 
what boldness ! ’ At the sight of tho grena- 
ciiern oi bis Guard the Bussiaus made a dead 
pauho, tho Ktnporur did not stir, all 
around Vijui trembled. ” — L as CabssS, ii. 16L 
Hot! also Jidatton de la Bataillfi (f'JS'^tau, jutr 
U7t Tihiwui Ocidairc. Vawp. m Pru&M d Fo- 
iv 4o, ' j 


m 

pr^hposited them from beihg perceived 
vrere close ftpon the flmt line 
of the enemy. The ehock wbs imsist- 
the oi the Euarians 

Mm foftoed he ^e^und, and in eome 
plaoee Ihrpwn in^ dieorder ; their cav- 
alry ernehed, by m» enqrooue weight 
of the eisventy equadroine which follow- 
ed the i^hite plume Murat; and a 
deeperaite n%l4e enehi^ in which pro- 
digi^ue loen^ were austained on bolh 
sid^ The Euaeian battahone, though 
broken, did not lay down their arms 
or fly, bu^ falling back on etmh as yet 
atood firm, or uniting in little knots 
together, etill maintained the combat 
with the motft dogged resolution. lu- 
etantly perceiving ^e ex.tent of the 
danger, B^ningeem with Ms whole 
stafiv galloped foiv^d from his station 
I in the I'ear to the firont^ and at the 
same time des|>atched orders to the 
whole intetry of the reserve to 
their ranks, and advance to the sup- 
port of their comrades engaged. Thewe 
bnave men, inclining inwards, pi'esscd 
eagerly on, regardless of the shower of 
grape and mhsketry which fell on their 
advancing ranks, ao^ uniting with the 
first line, charged home with loud hur- 
rahs upon the enemy. But the onset 
of the French was at first irresistible. 
In the shock, the Russian diviaiox# of 
Basen was hrokevL, and Murats horse, 
pursuing their advantage, swept 
through several openings, and got as 
far aa the reserve cavaky of Benning- 
sem Already the last reserve batteries 
of the centre Wei's disohaiging grape 
with the utmott vehemence on the 
terrible assailants ; but no sooner did 
l^latnl^ who was in the rear of all, see 
them approaching with loud cries, and 
till the tumult of victory, than he gave 
orders to the Cossacks of the Don to 
advanme. Regardless of danger, the 
ohildi^n of the desert joyfully galloped 
forward to the charge, their long lances 
in rest* their blood'horses at speed: 
in an instant tke French cuirajssiers 
were broken, pierced through, and 
scattered. HetreiSit was impossible 
through the again closed ranks of the 
enemy, and eighteen only of the whole 
body "^regained their own lines b3r^ 
long circuit; While five hundi’ed and 
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thirty Cossacks nrtunied, «ach caf*ad 
in the shining armovu* vrhich he had 
stripped from the dead lK>dy of an Op- 
ponent At all other poinfe the ene^ 
my wePfe, after a desperate struggle, 
driven bac^, end several eagles,* with 
fourteen pieces of oantion, remained 
in the hands of the victoi's. 

68. The battle appeared gained : the 
French left and centre bad been de- 
feated with extraordinary ‘ loss ; their 
last reseiTea, with the exception of part 
of the Guard, had been engaged, with- 
out success ; to the cries of Vive V Em- 
percnr ! and the shouts of euthusiasiu 
with which they commenced the com- 
bat, had succeeded a sullen silence 
along the whole lint in front of Fiyiau ; 
the Russians were several hundred 
paces in advance of the gi‘ound which 
they occupied in the morning ; and a 
distant cannonade on both sides evinced 
the exhaustion and fatigue which w'as 
mutually felt. Lestocq had not yet 
arrived, but he was hourly aud anxiously 
expected, aud the addition of hif« fresh 
and gallant corps would, it was hoped, 
enable Benningsen to complete the 
victory. But While, 'ill eyes were eagerly 
turned to their right, where it was ex- 
pected his standards would first appear, 
n terrible disaster, well-nigh attended 
with fatal con8equeu(!e.s, took place on 
the b'ft. Davoust, who wAs intrusted 
with tho attack w'hich was intended to 
be tbej decisive one in tliat quarter, had 
long been arrested by the firm coun- 
tenance of Bagavout and Ostermann 
Tolstv^y ; but at length the increasing 
numbers and vigni'ous attacks of tlie 
French prevailed. Friant, Waose di- 
vision headed the attack, carried Ser- 
palteu, and, inishing on beyond )t, the 
village of fclein-Sausgarteii fell into 
his liamls. It was again reconquered 
by the Russians, but finally remained 
in the poasession of their antagonists. 

69. Nor vras the action Ifess warmly 
contested at Serpalten. Supportedby 
a battery of thirty pieces of artilleiy 
and pai*t of the reserve, Bagai out re- 
turned to tho charge, and there for 
long made head against the superior 
forces of St Hilaire and Morand at the 
head of oue of Soult's and one of Da- 
voust‘8 best divisions. At length the 


two lines advanced to within pistol- 
shot, when the Unssians gave way ; the 
cannoneers, bravely rewsting, were 
bayoneted ut then guns, and the pieces 
were token. They were now reinforce 
by two regiments which Benningsen 
sent to th^r support, and the French, 
in their turn, were charged ib flank 
by cavalry, broken, s»d driven back 
upwards of three hundmd yards. But 
uUwithstanding this success at Ser- 
palten, the progress of |the enemy at 
Klein-Sausgarten was so alarming, that 
the HusBians were unable to maintain 
themselves on the ground they had so 
gallantly regained. Friant debouched 
from it in their rear in great strength ; 
and, rapidly continuing his advance 
from left to right of the Russian posi- 
tion, he haa soon passed, driving every- 
thing before him, the whole ground 
occupied by their left wing ; the guns 
so fiercely contested were abandoned by 
the Russians ; and, continuing his tri- 
umphant course in their rear, he car- 
ried by ajsaault the hamlet of Auklup- 
pen, and was making dispositions for 
the attack of KutsoUitten, which bad 
been the headquarters of Benningsen 
during the preceding night, and lay 
directly behind the Russian centre. 
Never was change more sudden ; the 
victorious (jontre, turned and attacked 
both in flank and n»ar, seemed on the 
point of being driven oif the fieUl of 
battle ; already the shouts of victory 
were heard from Pavouat’s division.'^, 
and vast volumes of black smoke, blown 
along the whole Russian ccntio and 
right from the flames of 8erpidten, 
evinced in frightful colours the pro 
gress of the enemy on their left 

70. The finnness of Benningsen, how- 
ever, was equal to the emergeuoy. 
Orders were despatched to tho whole 
left wing to fall back, so as to come 
nearly at right angles to tlie centre and 
right; and although this retrograde 
movement, performed in presence of a 
victorious enemy, was necessarily Pt- 
tended with some disorder, yet it wua 
successfully accomplished ; aud after 
susthniug considerable loss, the Kus- 
aian left wing was drawm up, facing 
outwards, nearly at right angles to tlni 
centre, which still retamed its advanced 
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position, taidway between tha gtround 
occiipiad by tba two anmas wboi'o the 
fight began ^n the moniing. Aft the 
Russian left drew Jjiack t<^ the neigh- 
bourhood of the centre, it received 
enpport of the reservee whifoh Beuning- 
seu whMftd about to the aenifttance of 
the difi^safii^d wli^ ; and although 
Kutechitten, this was the 
last advantage he gained in that quar- 
ter, and the viotortous columns of hka- 
voust were at len^h arrested. 

71. The battle was in this critical 
state, with the French victorious on one 
wing andtheRussiausonthe centre and 
the other, but without^any decisive ad- 
vantage to either side, when the corps 
of Lestocq, ao long expected, at length 
appeai'od on the extreme Russian 
driving before him the French oatr 
talions which were stationed near the 
village of Althoif, Orders were im* 
mediately despatche& to lum to dehle 
im quickly as possible in the rear of the 
liuBsian right, so as to assist in the re- 
capture of Kuischitten behind their 
centre, where St Hilaire hnd esialt- 
lisUcd himself in so threatening a inau- 
ner. 'i’huae dii’ectiona were rapidly 
and ably performed. Moving swiftly 
over the open ground in the rear of 
the Rufthian light in three columns, he 
arrived in the ueighbourlmod of Kut- 
Rchitteii an hour before if w'na dark, 
with ReV(Ui thousmid men, having left 
two thousjujd to occupy Althoif, and 
lost nearly a thousand in the coumro of 
the march that morning, wliich had 
been a constant light with Marsbtd 
Ney’s corps. Dispositions for attack- 
ing the village and catting off the re- 
treat of the enemy were instantly 
made. A terrible cannonade was kept 
up on its houses, and the Prussians, 
under covei' of the guns, chai'ging in 
three columns, carried it with irresist- 
ible forcts destroying or making pri- 
soners the 51st and one battalion of 
the 108th i*egimonts, stationed there, 
with an eagle, and recovering the Rus- 
ci.m guns which had been abandoned 
on the I'etreat from Serpalten. Not 
content with this great success, •Les- 
tocq immediately re-formed his divi- 
sions in line, with the cavaliy and Cos- 
sacks in I’ear, and advanced against the 


bwlet of Auldapnpn and the vfoqd 
adjoining. The clviaiou of Fi-iant, 
wearied by ei^ht homes’ fighting, wa» 
lit^e in a condition to withstand these 
fresh tiwopa, fiushed by so important 
an advantage. V The cpmbat, however, 
was terrible: liavoust was there; his 
troops, though exhausted, were more 
than doirble &anumbers of the enemy ; 
and he made the utmoat effort tq main- 
tain his gfiwund “ Here,” ssdd the 
marshal, “ is the place where the brave 
should find a glouious death ; the 
cowards will parish in the deserts of 
Liberia.” Notwithstanding all his ex- 
ertions, however, Friant was dnven out 
o^the wood, after an hour’s combat, 
with the loss of tiyee thousand men ; 
the Russiansy by a bold attack of 
cavalry, regained the smoking wfilbn 
of Aukkppen, and the, whole allied 
Mae was pressing on in proud ar- 
ray, driving the enemy before tl-cm 
over the open ground between that 
rftin and Sausgarten, when night di ^'W 
her sable mantle over this scene of 
blood. 

72. The battle was over on the centre 
and left, and airea^ the French linea 
were illuminated by^bhe fire of innu- 
merable bivouacs, when both armies 
were startled by a shari> lire, succeeded 
by loud shouts, on the extreme i^ght 
of the Rusftiamf towards Schloditteu. 
It WOK occasioned by Marshal Ncy’s 
corps, which, following fast on 
traces of Lestocq. had at nightfall en- 
tered Althoif, driving the Prussian de- 
tachments which occupied it before 
him, and. had now carried Schloditten 
and ev^fti pushed on to Schmoditteii, 
so as to interrupt the Russian com- 
muuicatioui? with Kdni.gsbez*g. 13en- 
ningsen immediately ordered the Rus- 
sian division of Kamen^koi, which liad 
suffered least in the battle, to storm 
the village, which was executed at ten 
at night in the most gallant style. 
TMj kud cheers of their victorious 
troQps wei*e hea#d at Eylau ; and Na- 
poleon, supposing that a general attack 
was commencing, for which he was 
little prepared, gave oi’dci’S for hia 
heavy artillery and baggage to defile 
towards Laudsberg, and ordered iJSS^ 
voust to draw back to the position 
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wlu(ih lie hud ooc^ied in front of 
wood when the a<^on oommenoed in 
the zooming, and thie terminated, the 
chat^a of this eventfid day. 

73. From the mortification, however, 
of retiring before enemy in an o|»en 
field, htapolfeOiU was relieved by the 
measures adopted by theiRnssiaiigene> 
raL At eleven at night | coiincil of 
war was held by tlie generals on horse< 
back, as to the course whifeh the army 
should pursue. It was strongly repre- 
sented by Ostevmann Tolstoy, the 
second in command^ and Generals 
Knoring and Leetocq, that at last 
Buonaparte had been defeated in a 
pitched battle, and that it would be to 
the last degree imy olitioto destroy the 
moral effect of such an advantage by 
retreating before him, and thus giving 
him a fair pretext for representing it 
as a victory ; that they were ready in- 
stantly or next day to follow up their 
success, and attack the enemy wher- 
ever they could find him; and th&t, 
at all events, they would pledge theb 
heads that, if the general - in - chief 
would only stand firm, Napoleon would 
be driven to a^, disastrous retreat 
Strong as these^ 'considerations were, 
they were overbalanced, in Benningsen’s 
estimation, by still stronger. He knew 
tha»y his own loss was not less than 
twenty thousand mea^- and though he 
had cTcry reason to believe that the 
enemy 's was still heavier, yet the means 
of rej);aring the cUrtsm existed to a 
greater degree in the hands of Napo- 
leon than his own : Ney, whose corps 
had suffered compai'atively little, had 
just joined him ; Bernadotte, was to 
be presOmed, wcmld instantly be sum- 
moned to headquarters ; and these 
fresh troops might give the enemy the 
means qf cutting him off from Kdnigs- 
berg, in which cose, in the total desti- 
tution for provisions which prevailed, 
the most dreadful oalamitiee might be 
apprehended. Influenced by these con- 
siderations, BenningWQ^ who was ig- 
norant of the enormous magnitude of 
the losses which the Fi*ench had sus- 
tained, and who, though a gallant vete- 
ran. had lost somewhat of the vigour 
ot youth, and had been thirty-six hours 
uu horseback with hardly any nourish- 


ment, persevered ia Ms opinion. He 
accordingly directed the order of 
mai'ch, which b^an, at midnight, by 
Miiyhauseeitowinds Elfinigleherg, with- 
out any ^e enemy. 

They toc^ pnat at thi-ee 

leagues in of that 
the wearied soldtem, a struggle 
of unexampled eeveifi^v were at len^ 
enabled to taete %^w hours of re- 
phse. V- ' 

74. Such was the terrible battle of 
Bylau, fought in the depth of winter, 
amidst ice and snow, under circum- 
stances of unexampW horror ; the 
most bloody and obstinately contested 
that had yet occurred during the war ; 
and in which, if Napoleon did not sus- 
tain a positive defeat, he underwent a 
disaster which had well-nigh proved his 
ruin. The loss on both sides was im- 
mense, and never iu mcaiern times hud 
a field of battle been strewed with such 
a multitude of slain. On the aide of 
the Russians twenty-five thousand had 
fallen, of whom above sevcu thousand 
were already no more ; on that of the 
French upwards of thirty thousand 
were killed or wounded, and neivrly U-ii 
thousand had left their colours, under 
pretence of attending to the wounded, 
and did not m.ike iheh appcsxrance fur 
several days afterwards. The other 
trophies of V 2 ct(u*y were nearly equally 
baUmced : ihe llnssiaushad to boast of 
the unusual spectacle of twelve eagles 
takon from their antagonists ; while 
the French had captured sixb^cn of 
Uie RuHsiun guns, and fourteen abtn- 
dartls. Hardly any prisoners wore 
made on either side dunng the action ; 
but six thousand of the woiiuded, most 
of them in » a hopeless state., were loft 
on tho field of battle, and fell into the 
hands of the French.* 

* Tho officiai accounts of this great battle 
on both gideearo so much iutcr woven wn^i 
faWobood as to furnUh no due wliaUjver to 
tlio truth, ^.'liat of N apoleou ia di gtingu laheil 
by more tbanhia \isuai m iKreproseii latlon. U o 
suites his loss at 1900 killed (jukI .ITOO wound- 
ed, iuall 7000. Judging by h)s usual 
tioB, wUidh was to avow a loss about a tourth 
of liareal .amount, this would imply a loss of 
30,00{lini}Cn. A.t tdt Helena he admitted that 
he lost 13,000; tmd considering that tho 
Busdans acknowledge a loss of above 20,00u, 
that their artillery throughout the day was 
greatly Biqjorior to that of the French, and 
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75. New epeotede eo ^eft4ful 
afi tiiat £eld nreeei^ted on thefoliowHig 
XQoriung.^ A®ove tlioUBftad meu 
]ay in tlJW e|iaoe of. tm> we)t6i^ 

ing in WoocL woawwere, for 

the moet from 

the extitk6xdina^ au 9 nttt^^ 0 f oiuinoB'* 
b»Uls whlehhhd beeo' die<sb»*ig»d dur- 
ing the AOt^ofi, aikd^ dose pronimity 
of the c<W 5 iteading to the deadly 

batteriea, whioh epmd grape at haif- 
muekdt shat through their razike.. 
Though strewed ou the cold show^ 
mid exposed to the sererity of an 
Arctic winter, the euiferera were buy- 
ing with thirst, and piteous cries were 
hoard on all sides lor water, or assis- 
tance to extricate the wounded men 
from beneath the heaps of slain, ^or 
load of horses by which they were 
crushed Six thousand of these noble 
aiiimiils encumbered Jihe field, or, mad- 
dened with pain, were shrieking aloud 
amidst the stifled groans of the wound- 
ed, Broken gun-carriages, dismounted 
cannon, fragments of blown-up caissons, 
scattered balls, lay in wild oonfusi^'U 
amidst casques, cuirassiei’s, and burn- 
ing luimieta, casting a Uvid light over a 
field of snow. Subdued by loss of blood, 
tamed by cold, exhausted by hunger, 
the fotnacn lay tride by side, amidst the 
general wreClL The CoS||ick was to 
be seen beside the Ihdiau ; the gay 
vine-dresser from the banks of the Ua- 
ruiine lay athwart the stern peasrmt 

* 

tu;»t they )«ustHiued no loss in any qiiarter 
e MiijMrahlc ro Uiat of Augorean'a corps, 
\\liuti was so conij)leb 2 ly destroyed that its 
] I miiihs ore imnicdiaU'ly iucurjiorated with 
rue ()tncr (turps, and itself disappeared en- 
fu<.ly troni iiio (Jrand Army, it may safely 
Ilf L-oiiolndeo that this estuiuite is not exag- 
go rated. “(»ur loss," siiya the Duchess of 
Ahnintbs, *'at Bylau was enormouB— -Why 
cuucy.il tlu) truth ? The Emperor avowdng 
the until at Eylau w-ould have appeared to 
me more truly groat titan putting forth aa 
official fiilsehood wdiich no child could be- 
lieve, iinuKa especially If he was aoj>hew hr 
son of Colonel Someie of the 24th rogimeftit 
«'f th(^ line, one oF the finest in the army, and 
lUclF equal almost to a brigade, whiCTi was 
to u uiau deetniycd."— D*A baa»t» 9, ix. 867. 
Thmrs makcfj the Krencli loss 10,600 men, a 
nuni]>er ridiculously small; the moro^jM- 
cialiy as ho admits that the reports Of the 
dificrcut corps ong<4ged presented a tohd of 
Kl.ooc or 14.000 wouuded more or less se- 
verely.— TttiEW, Comulat etVSu^ire, vii. 304, 
note, 


frw tho pUltui of |ba Ukraina The 
extremis of safferfig had extingmah- 
ed aBke ^e fiereeat and the most gene- 
roue paasuona According to hie usual 
ou^m, Napoleon in the aBemooh rode 
over ^ie dreadM field, accompanied 
by hie g^erpyb dnd ett^; while the still 
buming pfiw .of Bezpalten and Saus- 
garten eenl 'vi^umee of black smoke 
oTer the so&e of deatlu But the men 
exhibited nlbne of ^ir wonted enthu- 
siasm ; no cries of Vv0e VMnperem t 
were heard ; the bloody eurfkoe eehoed 
only with the cries of sufieiiug or the 
groans of woe. “ The spectacle,'^ said 
Napoleon in his Imlietin, was fitted to 
inspirQ princes with love of peace, 
and a horror of war^ It is this moment 
whieh the genius of Le Oros has selecb' 
ed for the finest and most inspired 
painting that exists of the Emperor, 
iu that noble work which, amidst the 
false taste and artificial senthnent of 
Pai-isiau society, has revived the severe 
si&plicity and chastened feeling of an- 
cient art.* 

76. For nine days lifter the battle, 
the French remained at Eylau, unable 
to advance, uuwiliii^ to retreat, and 
api>ai’ently awaiting dbme pacific over- 
ture from the «iemy. The only move- 
ment of any consequence which was 
attempted was by Murat, with tv^ve 
regiments of cuirtissiei%, who approach- 
ed the Bussiau pohition in front of 
Kdnigeberg ; but he was defeated by 
the allied horse, with the loss of four 
hundred killed and three hundr ed pri- 
soners. Elated with this success, the 
Cossacks become daily moi'e enterpris- 
ing in tbeir inourmona Night and 
day they gave the enemy no* rest in 
their poatioji; the French foraging 
parties were cut off ; and to such a 
length was this partisim wai-fare cai*- 
ried, and so completely did the superi- 
ority of the Cossacks in its conduct ap- 
pear, that during the ten days the Em- 

* This admirablefiaintmg, the masterpiece 
of modefla French art, is to be secu m tlie 
huxombourg at Paris, standn^ forth in dark 
siniphdty amidst its meretricious coiopoeirs: 
it is worthy to be pla<3ed beside the finest 
battlo-piecce of licBruu or Tempesm, «»dm 
gi-andeur of thought and effect far exBifr’ 
any British work of art since tlic days of 
Beyuolds. 
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per<)r rtimaiiiMl Eylau, upwai^ of 
fifteen Imndped m fiis cavairy Were 
made piiaoners and brought into Kb* 
nigsberg. Meanwhile the relative eitua* 
tion of the two anniea w'as rapidly! 
ohanging : the KuBeiana, with the great : 
seaport of Kbnigsbeigin the roat, were 
amply supplied With everything, andi 
their wounded corf^fiilly ntiraeh in the | 
gapeat hospitals of that cit/ ; while the 
Frenoh, still starving on the snows of 
Eylau, and unable, from the superidritjr 
of the Buasian b>orse, to levy requisi- 
tions in the surrounding countiy, were 
daily reduced to greater straits from 
want of provisions, and totally desti- 
tute of all the accommodations requi- 
site to withstand^ the rigour of the 
season. 

77. Meanwhile Kapoleoni however, 
was not idle, «. The day after the battle 
ho issued ©rdei'S for all the tnjops in 
his rear to advance by forced marches 
to the scene of action. The cuirassiers.^, 
of Narjfioiity, which had not been En- 
gaged, arrived in consequence two days 
after. Lefebvre received orders to sus- 
pend the blockade of jDantric, and 
concentrate his c^rps at Osterode, in 
order to form reserve to the army, 
and co-operate with Savary, w’ho had 
the command of Lannes* corps on the 
Natew% All the bridges on the Lower 
Vistula, were put in y*. poatui-e of de- 
fence, and Bernadette was brought up 
to Eyluu, Such, however, had been 
the havoc iu the army, that the Em- 
peror, notwithstanding these great re- 
inforcements, did not venture to re- 
new hostilitie.s, or advance against Kd- 
nigsberg, the prize of victoi*y, w’here 
he would have found the bert possible 
winter quarters, and the steeples of 
which were visible from the heights oc- 
cupied by his army,* Even the critical 
position of the Russian army, with its 
back to tbo sea and the river Pregel 

* When N.gmleon began the battle of Eylau, 
he never doubted he would be in EOnigweig 
next day. In his procl#inatiou to hw sol- 
diora, before wic action conflinei»oed. he said, 

“ In two days the ene?ny will to exist, 
and your iatigues ^vill be eompensated by a 
luxurious and hoin)uwibla repose/* And on 
the sanse day Berthier wrote to Josephine— 

- Kussians have fled to Gumidiinen 
the road to Russia; to-iuorrow KOnigsboig 
will receive the Emperor.” — ^WxLSO^', 113. 


where defeat would Bn^SBarily prove 
ruin, could not induce Napoleon to 
haaaj^ another encountef ; and finding 
that the npt dii^posed to 

propbee hn he determined 

himaelf to tahe. that ntep. For this 
purpose Clehom Was sent to 

iBenningseh^s oUtipoilts, proposals 
of peace to th^;Ch|E: of Fruseda. The 
Enasian geuem s^Mm on to Meme], 
vsbere the latter with a letter 
.strongly advising him not to treat, and 
representing that the fact of Napoleon 
proposing an armistice after so doubt- 
ful a battle, wOs the best evidence that 
it was not for the inteiest of the Allies 
to grant it The tenns proposed were 
vejy different from those offered after 
the triumph of Jena; there were no 
more declarations that the house of 
Brandenburg must resign half its do- 
minions, or thftt^.he would make the 
rniesian nobles so })oor that they 
should be reduced to beg their bread.t 
78. Frederick-William, however, was 
not led to swerve from the path of hon- 
our even by this tempting offer. Widely 
as the language of the French Emperor 
differed from ^ that which he hail for- 
merly employed, and cl early as his px*e- 
sent moderation evinced the extent of 
the losses he had sustained at Eylau, 
still the easting ^situation and recent 
engagements of the I’russian monai'ch 
precluded his entering, consistently 


f ^apolcon’s letter to the Kluf; of Prussia 
was lu these terms— “ 1 desirtJ to put a period 
to the tnisfortuues of your family, and ori,M- 
niseas speedily as possible the Prussian mon- 
archy, wlioMi JUtemcidinte power is neoes- 
8.ary for the ti-auquillity of Eun*pe. I iIpsuv 
peace with RusaiOr-and, provided the cabinet 
of St Potoi'sbnrg: has no aosigns on the I'uik- 
ifdi Empire, I see no difBcAilty in obtaining 
It. Peace wdtU Eufrland Is not less CvSHeniml 
to all nations ; and I shall have no herniation 
iu sendinjf a minister to Memel to t»dte part 
iu a couffrea-s of France, Sweden, England, 
Rosaio, Prussia, and Turkey. But ns stmh a 
congress may lost many' years, wliich would 
not sidt the present condition of Pnissia, 
your Made'S, Ijy therefore wUl, I am persuaded, 
be of opinion that I have taken tVie sitnolcst 
method, and the one which is most likely to 
secure tlie prosjierity of your subjeeU. At 
all evoutfi, I entreat your Majesty to believe 
inm^ainceTe desire to re-establish amicable 
relations with so ftiondly a power us Prussia, 
and tJiat I wish to do ttie same with Russia 
and England.” — Haiid. ix. 3% ; SouOiSLU 
viii. 87-405. 
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with national Mth« ^ s^actate, ne- 
gotiation. TO Ein|>eror«f R had 

juat given thop(plaatt«H lndioa^ of the 
hei-oic iSfejthJyhich he ww dis- 

posed tdAainlTO,’tp 
vigorous W' com- 

mencedin vm^>^dthe 

resolution f itii he h^,«ustam^ 

a sanguinai^^^ttlie se- 

verity* The cdnd^ of Biiglan it ie 
true, had different from 

what it had hii^eito Wn during ine 
Revolutionary war, and hardly any as- 
fiBStanee had been reoeiy^ either from 
its arms or its treasures' by the Allies, 
ehjgHged in a contest of life and death 
on the shores of the Vistula. But this 
disgraceful and parsinaonious dispo- 
sition had recently relented, and some 
trifling Kuccoura had just be^n obtain- 
ed from the British government, which, 
although unworthy for England to 
offer, w<?re yet gratefeUy received, as 
indicating a disposition on the part of 
its cabinet to ttike a more active part ' 
in the future stages of the struggle.* 
Under the influence of these feelings 
and fcxjM'ctntions, the Prussian govern- 
inent, notwithstanding the almost des- 
perate f- it nation of their aifairs, and 
the occupation of nine tenths of their 
territories by the enemy's forces, re- 
fused to Migage in any separate nego- 
tiation, — ;tu instance of in^iauimona 
finmiefcs in the extremity of danger 
which is worthy of the highest admira- 
tion, and which went far to wipe ai^ay 
the stain that tlieir former vacillating 
conduct towards Najioloon had aflixed 
on tlie Prussian ministers. 

79. Foiled in lus endeavours to se- 
duce Prussia into a separate accom- 
modation, ^'^^poleon was driven to the 
painful alter native of a retreat. Orders 
wore given on the I7tb for all the coj*pg 
to fall Iwiek, the advanced posts being 
strengtlicned, in order to prevent the 
enemy from oecoming aware of what 

* They conpisted only of 009 inmoncy. I 
A further subsidy of £100,000, aad£2O0.00Q 
wonh of ai me and amranaition, with the 
promise of future /'uccoin's, wjmj funiiBhed 
by tlvv' British govern tnont In May following, 
iu voturu fora solemn reiumaatiou, on^he 
Ij.nt of the cabinet of Berlin, of all claim to 
the Kit ctorAto t)f Haiuiver.— -H a,ko. ijL. 097 ; 

JlOg, 3807, 23; P«rl. M. U. 9$r. | 
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ma gpin^ forward,f>r commencing a 
pulhuit. Kylau vyU evaouated; six" 
huhqred wounded were abandon^ to 
the humanity of the enetny ; and the 
aitny, retiringhy the great road through 
Landsberg, itself into canton- 

ments on the h^ka of the Passarge, 
from wh&re it takes its 

rise, to Brati^bergy where it faUs into 
the Baltic sflk. BemMotte Was on the 
left on thel^assarge, he»|jween Brauns- 
beigand Spanden; Boult In the centre, 
from 2^iIdQrtit to Mohvungen ; Bavoust 
on the nght^ between AHenstein and 
iy[ohenstein, at the point where the 
Alle and tlie BASsaxge appfioaoh most 
nearly to each other : Key formed the 
advanced guard at Quttstadt between 
the Passarge and *he Alle. Head- 
quarters were estab^hed Osterode 
in the centre of ihie Hn^ along with 
the guard and the grenadiers of Oudi- 
not, who had been brouglit up ; the 
bulk of the amy being thus qnaiiered 
between that place and Wormdilt. 
Lefebvre 1‘eceived orders to I’eturn to 
Thom, unite with the Polish and Saxon 
contingents, resume the siege of 
Bantziu, the prepamtiona for wdiich 
h^ul been entirely suspended since the 
general consternation which followed 
the battle of Eylau, 

80. Benniugsen hastened to occifpy 
the country which the enemy had eva- 
cuatc'd, and on the 2.'lth February his 
headquarters w’ere advanced to Landa- 
btirg. As the Russian army passed 
over the bloody fields of Eylau and 
Hoff, still oucumbereti with dead, and 
strewed with the remains of the des- 
perate cQSitest of which they bad re- 
cently been the theatre, they foit that 
they Jmd some reason to claim the ad- 
vantage in those well-fought fields ; and 
Benmngsen issued a pruclatnutiou to 
his troops, iu which he now openly 
claimed the victoi-y.f Kupoleon also 
addressed hia soldiei’s ; but though it 

t Benningsen said— “Soldiers? As the 
eiiqiny was uiaiittnutfuig to ait us off from 
our frontt^s, I maoe *ny army ebange us 
potfitiou in^nlei* to defeat bis projects. Ihe 
W««ch, deceived by that movement, have 
felleti mto the snare laid for them Tlio 
r<Mids by which they followed us are atrewod 
with their detul. They have been led oi^fm 
the field of Eylau, where your moom parable 
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ivas Ids ^ 

w0impoiidM^ii64i*XjmiA Bom the sll^ 
0t Bimpo, that the Omnd Armf 

had How fbsr fivat time vetpeatedi 
a&4 remains of tLoir comiados 

on the #dd e^f batHo liad to trust to 
tho of all memy for i&eir 

sepulture.* In la^th, however, not 
only i^e battle^ btlt tbo objects of the 
winter campai^i had beeh equally di- 
vided. It was not to draw the Frenoh 
aMy f^om the Vistula to the Fassarge, 
a distmice of above a hundred milesi 
that Benningseu had concentrated his 
troops, and resumed offensive opera- 
tions in the depth of winter ; and it was 
not to retire from within sight of the 
steeples of Konigsj^erg to the wretched 
vdlages on the latter stream, that Na- 
poleon had fought so desperate a battle 
at Eylau. I'Jaie one struck forDantzic, 
the other for Konigsberg, and both 
were foiled in their respective objects: 
fifty thousand men had perished with- 
out giving a decisive advantage to either 
of the combatants. 

81. To this period of the Polish war 
belong the oj^ratious bf Essen and 

valour has shown (jf^vhat Utissian heroism is 
capable. la that battle more than thirtj^ 
tliousand Preuch have found their graves. 
Thej' have been forced to retire at all point®, 
au4 to abandon to us their wounded, their 
standitirda, and their b^gogo. Warriors! 
you have now reposed irom your fifttigues ; 
forward 1 let us pursue the enemy, put the 
finishTng'Stroke to our glorious deeds, and 
after having, by fheidi victories, given peace 
to thewfirld, Wo will re-enter our beloved 
country."— D omas, aviii C7. 

* Napoleon’s address was as follows: — 
’‘Soldiers 1 we were beginning to taste tho 
sweets of repose in our winter quarters, wlten 
the enemy attacked the hi'st corps on the 
Lower Vistula : wo flew to me^t him ; pur- 
sued him, sword in hand, furelgMy j'jagues; 
he was driven for shelter beuoatnthe cannons 
of bis fortresses, and beyond the Pregol. la 
the combat« of Bergfiriea, Deppen, HofiT, and 
the battle of Eylau, we have taken sixty 
pieces of cannon, «ix<!0eQ standards ; killed, 
wounded, or takeu more tbnm 40,000 Hus- 
sums ; the brave who have fallen on our side 
have foUen noWy, Mkc tnm soldlora Their 
fttinilies shall receive oitf protection. Having 
thus defeated th#^ whole^ojoctaof the enemy, 
we will draw near to the Vistula, dhd re-enter 
our winter quarters: whoever ventures to 
disturb our repose shall repent of It— for 
beyond the Vistula, as bsyand the Danube, 

. ..he depth of winter as in, the heat of , sum- 
mer, . wo shall always be the soldiers of the 
Grand Army.’*— DciiAQ, xviii. 03. 


BAtAry oA Narew th« 
bd^O0d dl Savory hitd 

bcdfipM that Mtn % large part 

of La&nes* meh- 

oolved 

from tbd army ^ Holi^v^a; vrhioh 
raided Ijiis dispotable numbetpitAiweiity 
thottsaxid wceired ofdei% early in 
February, to attach the ,FreAo& in that 
qiiarter. The vfaa to engi^ 

their attention, m ^der to prevent 
any reinforoemehts being dra^ from 
that corpe to the main army, then ad- 
vancing to the decisive battle of Eylan, 
Essen advanced with his ooips on each 
side of the river Karew. That com- 
manded by the Eussian general in per- 
son on the light bank encountered 
S&vaiy, who was supported by Sucliet 
with his brilliant division ; a rude con- 
flict ensued, in which tJLie Russians were 
finally worsted. 'Grreater success, how- 
ever, attended their efforts on the left 
bank : supported by the fire of fifty 
pieces of artillery, they drove back the 
French to the walls of Ostrolenka, and, 
entering pell-mell with the fugitives, 
penetrated into the principal square, 
and were on the pomt of obtaining de- 
cisive success. At this critical nivv 
meut, Oudinot, who was marohing irom 
Warsaw with his division of grenadiers, 
six thousifiid strong, to joiu the Grand 
Army, arrived with bis division of fresh 
troops, and, uniting with .Suebet, who 
ha^d in the midst of his pursuit on 
the right bank to fly to the scene of 
danger, succeeded, after a bloody en- 
counter in the streets, in driving them 
into the sand-hills behind the toviii, 
where a destructive o&p^om^e wsm 
kept up till nightfall, , Jn ^is .affair the 
Russians lost seven rnina and fifteen 
hundred men, and the French as many ; 
but having succeeded in their object in 
defending the town, and keeping the 
communication of the Grand Army 
open with Warsfiw, tlie latter with 
reason claimed the victoiy, 

82. The battle of Eylau eitcifeed a 
pfodigioua sensation in Eurp|ie, and 
bnsa^t Napoleon to the very verge of 
destruction. Had a ministry of more 
capacity in military combination been 
then at the head of affaii's in England, 
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there oennat attijHlIiMt 

that the triuitt|hf J81^ jtoi 

been anticidbM-biy yeaw^/ 
the 
ed. - 

btjiBetins , 

rehi^bn^d it evidijyt 
had been ^incurw, the nimetia 

expectatieii i^rery whete cflcwted by thia 
imeatialiictOT ool)^^ ^ 

a’eaeed by tfie l«!^ interim which en- 
sncd before the Jttuaian aooonnta ar^ 
nveii ^ At length, when, from Benning* 
sen’s report, it appeared that he cUtm* 
ed the yiotory, andi.ftom the station- 
nry eondiUon of the Hnssian, army in 
fr<mt of Konigsbecg, aud the ultimate 
retreat of the French to Urn banka of 
the Paesarge, that theae pretensiouR 
were ,uot devoid of foundation, the 
public transport rose to the highest 
})itch. It waa confidently expected 
that, now that !Napoh)on had for once 
been decisively foiled, the Austrians 
would insUutly declare themselvee, 
and their sixty thousand men ill ob* 
fceivation in Bohemia, be convei-ted 
into a hundred thousand in activity on 
the Elbe.* To stimulate and support 
Kuch a combination, the public voice 
in England loudly demanded the imme- 
diate despatch bf a powerful British 
foi’ce to tiio mouth of the Elbe ; *aud, 
recollecting the universal eBisperation 
which prevailed in the noilh of Ger- 
many at the French in consequence of 
the enocmotis requisitions which they 
hiid everywhere levied firom the iims' 
bltonts, whether wax’like or. neutral, 
there cannot be a doubt that the ap- 
pearance of fifty thousand English 
fioldierB would have been attended with 

■* “I trembled/’ says Joraiai, speakitig iu 
the person of Napoleon, *’ lest 16^000 of those 
Tucdiutors had appeared on the Kibe, which 
would have plunged me into the ^eateet dif- 
ficulties 1 there saw that I had placed 
myself Ht the m**rcy of my enemies. More 
than ouce 1 then regretted having suSbrea 
myself to be drawn on into those remote aud 
inhospitablD couutrjos» and having roceiv- 
e^i Viith so much asperity all who sought to 
portray its <lat<gor. The eahinet of Vionpa 
had then a aaferand more honourable oppor- 
tunity of re-establisliing its prepondexunoo 
than that which It chose in 18X8, but it had 
not resolution enough to profit by it, and my 
firm countenanco proved ,my smvatiom”*— 
Joiiisi, il. 889. ^ 


bdty^ ^;coiduot 

Wfirvk 3wbb»|i» boWfiveip, was 

item of Howkl; notwithstaadlug 
tiio mb^rt hfm Eos- 

sia , Jieu^lio sucoours in 

men oy monby*., <Tbb decisive period 
was a!lowa4 to by without any- 
thing bein^ attempted , in support of 
the oOmmoai oaus^, and the British 
nation, in oonaequenc^had teo Penin- 
solar war to go to regain the 

vantage-ground whlph waa then within 

^83. moat signal oi the 

obstinacy with ufhioh teie mthda gov- 
crnment» under ih^direeiion of Xiiwd 
Howick (aftarwardf E«4 ad- 

hered to their iM-tro^d system of 
withdrawm^ altogether ^om Conti- 
nental affairs, that they dung to E 
even after the account of the bi^e of 
Eylau had arrived in London, i^ld it 
wus universally seen over Burope that 
a crisis in Kapolcon's fate was at hand. 

In the end of February H07, okrttest 
applications Were made by the cabi- 
nets of St Petersburg and Berlin for 
the aid of a British %iixtliaiy force tc 
menace the coasts of Franoe and Hol- 
land, and land on the shores of Pome- 
rania. The advautage was pointed 
out of despatchi»gy without a mo- 
ment’s delay, on board the swiftest 
ships of Great Btitain, a strong British 
auxiliary land fame to eo-6p«mte with 
the army of Gustevus Admphus, and * 
thereby compel the Wrench^ to retreat 
They were engaged in the siege of 
Htralsuntb and in laying waste that 
province ; and if the British fojoe did 
not arrive iu sufficient time to dis- 
lodge them, they might steei' for some 
harbour iu the Baltic, from whence 
their junction with the allied armies 
could certainly be efiected.” Lord 
Howick replied on the 10th Harch — 

t ** Repeated wid uigoutapplicatioaswere 
made in February and March 1807 for aa 
EuglisU army, consitfcing of cavalry, iaian- 
try, aud artiliery, to bo- operate with the 
Swedish farem iu Pbrnorauia, but in vaiu, 
Borne BubaidiM w«re granted, la but 

ao troops Bailed from Knglaud tul 3aly, 
whtei they coasiawsd only of hOOO mea, . who.- 
were seat to the ielaad of Bugem"— dnU. 
Jleff, 3807, p. 23 ; bucGHfismi, ii, 23^, 
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1^0 Mgpr^aoJi' oA.Rpnang %$ daubtleis 
tht of.iluliiDty 

aperatawfi;,! tittit 15 preaeiit jutto- 
tuije 1^0 XlU^ ikmt niM look for my 
comid^^h' aid from the land force 

64. In Ipropqrti^ to 'the danguinb 
b(^e0 whiob st^da bloody contest ex- 
cite in Gfsrmftuy end feaglacid, was 
the gloom and depressioa which it 
diffoaed through all rank^ in France. 

. Ih0 Parisians were engaged in a vor- 
tex of nnpsual gpefcy ; balls, theatres, 
and parties succeeded one another in 
endless succession, when the news of 
the battle of Eylau fell at once oh 
their festivities lihe a thunderbolt. 
They had learned to distrust the bul- 
letins; tliey saw ^clearly that Auger- 
eau’s divergence had been occasioned 
by something more than the snow- 
storm. Thh funds rapidly fell, and 
private lottci-s soon circulated, and 
wei*e eagerly sought after, which gave 
a true and even exaggerated accoiint 
of the calamity. Hardly a family in 
Paris but had to lament the loss of 
some near relation or intimate friend : 
the multitude of mourners cast a 
gloom over th^ VAreets ; the gonerfd 
consternation suspended all the amuse- 
ments of the capitiil. The most ex- 
aggerated reports were spread, and 
found a ready reception by tlie excited 
population. One day it was generally 
credited that Kapoleon had fallen back 
behind the Vistula ; the next that a 
dreadful engrtgement had taken place, 
in which he himself, with half his 
army, had fallen. So far did the luii- 
veraal consternation proceet^. that the 
memb^m of the govcniment be^an to 
look after their o\\n interests in the 
apju'oaching shipwreck ; and even the 
imperial familjr itself was divided into 
factions, Josephine openly supporting 
the pretensions of her son, Eugenn, 
to succeed to the throne, and the Mn- 
cess Caroline employing «dl the influ- 
ence of her charms to secure Junot, 
govei-uor of Paris, -J^hom she held in 
silken chains, in the interest of her 
husband Mui at. 

86. The goneral gloom was sensibly 
,..:*--,.area»ed when the message of Napo- 
leon, dated Miu’ch ,26, to the oonserva- 


ilye senate, tto a con. 

SGilptloh' eighty 
thbnsaud Itech ^307,' for 

teteher 180 $! ^ the third levy 

which had''.b^^udl0d'lS^^.|^ 
Prussian war hegsh I ^e «^4eii 
the 6ontest opmih«^ee4 atpohd 
during the tritnh^h and exnlta^n 
which fbUovred like vic^ry df Jena, 
the third amidst Ihe gloom apd des- 
I^ndcney which succeeded ^ the om:- 
nag® of Bylan. No words esm do jua- 
lace to the consternation which this 
third requisition excited amouj^ all 
classes, especially those whose cbildEen 
were likely to be reached, by the de- 
stnictive scourge. In vain the bulle- 
tins announced that victories were 
gained with hardly any loss. The 
teL rifle depaand of three different con- 
scriptions, nmouniing to no less than 
two hundred and forty tiiomanrl men^ 
in uevm too cleanly demon- 

strated the fearful chasms which sick- 
ness and the sword of the enemy had 
made in their ranks. The number of 
young men who annually attained the 
age of eighteen in Franco, which was 
the period selected for the consoi'ij)- 
tion, was about two hundred tliousand 
Thus, in half a year, more than a 
whole annual generation had been re- 
quired for A service which experience 
had now ji/ored to be almost certain 
destruction. Bo great was the general 
apprehension, that the government did 
not venture to promulgate the order 
unfij, by emissaries, and articles in the 
public journals, the public mind had 
been in some degree prepartvl flii* the 
•shock. Whon it was Kuuounced, Jleg- 
uault iSt Jean d’Angely, the orator in- 
trusted with the task, shed tcai^s ; and 
even the obsequious senate could not 
express their acquiescence by any of 
the acclamations with which they 
usually received tlte imperial man- 
dates. So powerful was the public 
feeling, flo visible and universal the 
expression of terror in the capit»il, 
that it was found necessary to assuage 
the general grief by a clause, declaring 
thaf. the new levy was at first to be 
merely organised os an nnpQy of reserve 
for the defence of the frontier, tuidrr 
veteran generals, members of the con- 
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Bemtive t»eaafe<fe,‘; 3^^' 

ever, pj*ovie^ itttiipW ‘ 4a«<MT; „ ^0 
viotory 

cotteeripIsB, ih^m of tke 

^Smhxi oaly to wserve 

ikmn. for itho forH or tlie 

tmurd^r; of in the fields of 

Sjjaitt, 'V " # 

S6* life^tiwlule the prodigious aor 
tiyi^ of tWEittPotor was employed, 
daHug tli.e cessallou of 2iO|itilit>ies ti 
Tolar^ iu the most active measures 
to repair his losses, oi'gamso the new 
levies, wring the sinews of war out of 
the conquered ^profinces, atod hasten 
ft>rwnrd the coiisoriptp, m fast as they 
joined their depots on all the roads 
leading to the. theatre of W'an All the 
highways converging txvm Fi’anee cjpd 
Italy to the Vistula were cohered with 
troops, artillery, ammunition, and 
stores of all sorts, f^r tho use of the 
anuy. Eactensive pui'chases of horses ; 
in Holstein, Flauders, and Saxony, | 
provided for the remounting of the | 
cavalry ami the artillery-drivers ; while 
enonnous requisitions everywhere in 
Germany furnished the means of 6ub> 
sistcuce to the unwieldy multitude who 

* Tho ro<pusitian« from tho city of Ilam- 
bnrj;? and tlie liause Towns will give an idea of 
the almost incredible extent to which those 
ovactione werf^ coriicd by Na^leon at this 
time ; and of the blind violen" with which 
ho pursued the English eomniorcc at the 
very time that it bad become, from bisowm 
acts, indispensable for the equipment of his 
trv)of»s. py an imperial decree, in Harch 
1&07, Hamburg was ordered to furnish— 

200 000 pairs of shoes ; 

M.OOG great'Cioats ; 

10.000 cu^ita ; 

37.000 vralstcoats. 

M. JVmrrionne, the resident at Hamburg, 
who was charg'd with the execution of tliis 
ordoi, had m» aHernatlve but to contract 
with Jingtistli houmn for thoHO enormous aup- 
plios, which all the industry of the north of 
Crcrniany could not furnish within tlm pre 
scritjcd time : and as tho same uecossity was 
hdt unirerSiiliy, tbo result was, that when 
the Grand Army took tho field in June, it 
wuf* a.lmrt8l all equipped in tlie cloth of tieeds 
and allfax. ana that toe at tv timo whontlio 
penalty of death w,‘vk affixed to die nuportu- 
tiou of Knghsh manuilicturos any sort t 
A full enumeration oi all tho contributions 
lovied on Germany during the war or 1807, 
will be given in a succeeding chapter, drawm 
fVom ouioia} sources r the magnitude of Gicrn 
almostcxceeds belief.— See vii 

208, m 


tlie to ili« pr®: . 

vl^t of tliie Etpperor go, and so 
stroii^^/4ld he f^l the uaatnin^iit 
dlawger of hid wesen^^ Miuatirtu, 
whilo Mis p^Oolam^^oxks b^athSji only 
the of coinMdouoe, and spoke 

of caJTjr^ the BWuuh stanto'da across 
the Hieme^ he waS in :^ct making 
the most extensive preparations for a 
defensive warfare, and antioipating a 
struggle for life or death on ibe hanks 
of the Ehiae, By indefati^hle exer- 
tions, and forcing up eteiy sabre and 
bayonet fiwm the roar, he was ^ long 
enabled to oaldulsle on eighty; thou- 
sand combatants i^dy for action on 
every point whi<di Tii%& be threatened 
on the Passarge : but this was all he 
could rely on out of three hundr^ and 
thirty thousand PieOch and their allies, 
who formed, or were marching rein- 
force, the Grajfd Army No leas Jthan 
si|ty thousand were in hospital, or had 
become marauders, and had never re- 
joined their colours since the desperate 
khock at E;^lau. All,,, the fm^esses 
on the Khine and on the Flemish ^'ou- 
tier were armed, an^ put in a posture 
of defence. The uewTOvy was directed 
to be placed in five campe, to cover tlie 
most unprotected points of the territory 
of the empire ; while the whole #te- 
rans in the iiiteHbr w^re called out and 
organised into battalions with the coast- 
guard, to protect the coftSta of Flanders 
and the Channel, overawe the dis- 
contented in Brittany and La Vend<5e. * 

” It is necessaiy, ** said hs^ ** that at 
the sight of the triple barrier of camps 
which gUrround our territory, as at 
the aspect of the triple lint'* of for- 
tresses which cover our frontier, the 
enemy should be undeceived in their 
extravagant expectations, and see the 
iiecessity of returning, from the impos- 
sibility of success, to sentiments of mo- 
deration.'^ 

87. Neither Napoleon nor his ene- 
mies were mistaken in the estimate 
which tliey formed of the perilous, na- 
ture of the crisis vfhich succeeded the 
battle of Eyiau. Nothing con be more 
certain than that a seco^ dubiogs en- 
counter on the Vistula w-ould cWlR"""" 
been immediately followed by a disas- 
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of tlie. ean 

Sol'd, to ts^nf bttt « sioglo 
defeat 460t^; Jf owr loaoter ; ^ and 

Bnol^ Mitb* wiM 'the Situation of 
ITrtnee daring Ihe •Whole T«^gii of Ka - 1 
poleon, ft i» the praiffatioaa tenaire by ^ 
whioh power iB held by ell thbse who 
r^ for their euhporfc upozfthejprer^ ! 
of opinion or me ferronf of paseioOi 
whether democratic or whidC 

lethe aeeret cause of their ultimate fkU. 
Constant euceeae/fresh victoricu^ an un- 
broken series of triumphs, are India- 
pensabie to the existence of each an 
alithority. It has no middle ground 
to retire to, no <^rable interests to 
rouse for its support; it has perilled 
all upon a single throw ; the alterna- 
tive is always universal empire or total 
ruin. This was not the ease in a 
gi'eater degree with Napoleon than any 
other conqueror in similar circunih 
stances. It obtained equally vrith 
C»aar, Alexander, and Tamerlane; ‘it 
is to be seen in the British empire in 
India ; it is the invariable, attendant of 
power in all agM, founded on the 
triumphs of pasiiom over the durable 
and persevering exertions of reason and 
interest* It is a constant sense of 
thi4*iruth which is the true key to the 
chai'octer of Napoleon , which explains 
alike what the mirld erroneously called 
his insatiable ambition and his obsti- 
nate retention of the vantage-ground 
* whioh he had gained ; whioh was at 
once the secret i*eason of his advance 
to the Ki'emlin, and of his otherwise 
inexplicable stay at Moscow sud Bi-es- 
den. Ke knew that, throughout his 
whole career, he could not ietain ex- 
cept by constantly advancing, and that 
the first step in iWtreat was the com- 
mencement of ruin. ^ 

88. The Polish winter campaign : 
demonstrates, in the most striking 
manner, the i-uinous e^ts to the 
common cause, andcin an especial 

* When lord Ellenhwough aavS his con- 
sent; to the second advance of the British to 
Cabul, in 1841, under Generals Nottand Pol- 
lock, ho said in his despatubes to these gene- 
Becollect, a second disaster like that 
of the Coord-Cabnl Pass will lose us our fu- 
dian Erxiplro. 


MtdeeiiS' bf 'thBdr •uiwii 
didnaiQhyi the 

diBf^eimi the Prus- 

slattlor^^ m ^e|il^dt»edhigetttumn^ 
Vfkm thebalanee Byhtu, 

the arrival of fisl^eeq wohld haife 
Mt'en the Eu«Md|lihs a deriato vletoty, 
had it net beeh f«» ^e greel^sfio- 
oeashs ^ Davoust w 

fertreates m the Bib^' and^i 
Oder had deue their duty, these two 
Corps wpold have been em^ed fat in 
the rear — Ney a^imd the walla of 
Magdebtng, iDavdust befme Stettin, 
Cilstrin, and Ologau. Saragossa, with 
no defence but an old wall and the 
heroi^ of its inhabitants, held out 
af&r fifty days of open trenches against 
two 'Erench. corps; ToiTagona fell 
after as many« If the French mar- 
shals had, in like manner, been de- 
tained two months, or oven six wiwks, 
before each of the great fortiesses of 
Prussia, time would j^a^e been gained 
to oiganise the resoui^ of the eastern 
provinces of the monarchy, and Jlussia 
would have gained a decisive victory 
at Kylau, or driven Napoleon to a dis- 
astrous retieat from the Vistula— -a 
striking pi’oof of the danger of military 
men mingling political with warlike 
considerations, or adopting any othei' 
line, when charged with the interests 
of their countiy, than the simple 
course of military duty. 

$9. Benningsen's assembling of bis 
army in silence behind the dark screen 
of the Johansberg forest; the hardi- 
hood and resolution of bis wintei- 
march across Poland : and his bold 
stroke at the left wing of the French 
amy when reposing in its cixnton- 
ments, were entitled to the very high- 
est praise, and if executed with more 
vigour at the moment of attack, would 
have led to the most important re- 
sults. His subsequent retreat in pre- 
sence of the Grand Army, without 
any serious loss, and the desperate 
stand be made at Eylau, as well as the 
skill’' with which the attacks of Na- 
poleon were baffled on that memorable 
field, deservedly place him in a very 
high rank among the commanders of 
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tkit of , 

Vftnc«,:iio FultO^ 

subsOQiiontlyPiiift Irw Wfimw put eri^ pyp^ fM Hie toa^ous 

tPWDA^ eOffOited ^eaHv ae 

wint^; irvi^' 3^mSviiiiu9f % ell liie «a % A: etribiig 

lafisnieleklU in fwf of Wbei fto.mnj pther events 

in eKpeutidn^ ,%» mnlte loHng lilxe to demon- 

^tm ^ attend- etidte, iMt a Mtoln det^ee of natiTe 
ed ! tlie twlng of Hie Auet^dan and resplation win oll^ ifuop^ in foiling 
FriWan sugniet at 171m and JeniL the greatee# zniliti^ gffloinei and that 
Oolumna hm <»^ pdi oommuni- it was as muqli to & w^t of that 
oatione tlireatened, Ooi^ jplanted In ^asential q^uality in hie opfionentfi, as to 
the mri but no tremendous disasters I ms oM talents, tlj^t previous 
sudh as had previously been eape- 1 tiium|^ofNapole(mhad i^eu owin^ 


CHAPTER XLV. 

DOHBSTIO >|n> FOREIGN MEASORBS^F HE FOl'S ADHlNIStRAlSOir. 

FEE 1806 — ^HaRGH 1807. 

1. Ip history were composed merely violent ps^anst the warm enihnsiaam, 
of the narrative of ware and campaigns, the enduri^ fortitude of former days^ 
it would, how interesting soever to pass into the page f^histoiy, and ex- 
the lov^ of adventure, or important cite the astonishment or pi-ovoke the 
to those intrusted with the national ridicule of their pacido successors, 
defence, be justly subject to the re- Such a period is, of all others,«the 
proach of being ocoupiejP only with most conducive ^o general happiness ; 
tlie passions and calamities of nian^ but it is far from being that in which 
kind. But even in the periods when the greatest and most originitl efibrts 
military exploit appears to be most of human thought are madA. ^ Selfish- 
caD8x>iciioufi, and batUes and sieges I ness, like a gangrene, thmi comes to • 
seemtooctiupy exclusively the attention ‘ overspread ihe state, and gen^sity 
of the diiatoriau, great and important of feeling, equally with elevation of 
civil changes are going forward ; and thoughtt me lost in the pui'suit of 
the activity of the human mind, piivate intei'est The age of ^the An- 
aroused by ihe perils which prevail, touines in ancient, the era of the 
and the forcible collision of interests Georges in modem times, were un- 
and passions which is induced, is questionably Hiose when the greate^ 
driven into new channels, and turned sum of general happiness prevailed in 
to the investigation of fresh objects of the Koman and British empires ; but 
thoiighk It is the tendency of those w© shall look in vain in the authors or 
periods of tranquillity, when no serious statesmen of either for the original 
concerns, wheHier of nations or indi- thought, vigorous expression, or dis- 
viduals, are at stake, to induce a state interested feeling, which characterised 
of torpor and inactivity in the national the stormy periods of Ceesar and Poxn- 
dispoaitionsi Mankind repose eafter pey, of CromweU and Napoleon. ^ 
their struggles and their dangers ; 2. 'Ihe accession ' of Hie Whig min- 

the arts of peace, social intei'este, the istry to the direction of affairs jmmmm 
abstract sciences, are cultivated ; the event eminently calculated to afford 
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fidl sijope for tke |rao^^ spplicafcicm, 
to ibo tko Upnmtsr^ of 

ihoee i^eab of impir^voiiiooiwbich 

^0 mdexcitommt of the pro- 

oediiig €lb^ yefurs hiul eaosed to taki^ 
deepi^aiiitkoiitg akt^proportioo of the 
thiokiBg port’ of the people. The meo 
who had flow succeed!^ to the helm dm- 
braoed'a eoneiderable jpart of tlfe aristo- 
ctacy, mflch of the talent, afid still more 
of & philanthropy of the estate. For a 
long course of years they had been ea- 
duded from power; and during that 
time they had been led, both by prin- 
ciple and interest, to turn their atteniop 
to those projects of sooial amelioration 
which the French Revolution had ren- 
dered genenUly pi^valent among the 
democratic cla.*wesf and which were in 
an eminent degree calculated to win the 
affections of the popular party through- 
out the kingdom. The period, there- 
fore, when the leaders, by their instal- 
lation in power, obtained the means of 
canying their projected changes iifto 
efiect. is of importance, not merely as 
evincing the cnaraetcr and objects of 
a party justly celebrated in Knglisb 
bistoiy both for their talents and 
achievements, bc^ as illustrating the 
modification which revolutionary i>rin- 
ciples receive wheu adopted by the 
higlviest class of persons, long trained 
to the habits and spe<^jalations of a free 
country. 

3, Tlie composition of the army was 
the first matter wliich underwent a 
• thorough discussion, and was subject- 
ed to a different system, in coiisequence 
of the accession of the new administra- 
tion. Notwithstanding the,*umform 
oppositipn which the Whigs hod offer- 
ed to the war, and the censnie.- which 
they had in general bestow ed upon all 
Mr Pitt’s measures for ^increasing the 
naval and military establishments of 
the country, it had now beconse pain- 
fully evident, eren to tbemselyeR, that 
the nation was inToived in a contest, 
which might be of vepr long duration, 
with a gigantic foe, and that tjje whole 
resources of the countiy might be 
speedily required to combat for the 
nation^ existence with the Veteran 
of Napoleon on the shoreef of 
Britain. The means of recruiting 


wk^h <san sexist in a free country are 
a}l^ether uue(}Ual to those which are 
at command of a ^despotic one, 
wh^er ii}pnarc||ioal or demooratfc, 
unless in th 0 eerrai*e periods of public 
excitement when the intensity of patn- 
otic feding supplied the want of nowers 
of compulsion on the part of the exe* 
outive. Accordingly) thfohgbout the 
whole w»ir, great dimaul|iy had been 
e^^peiienced |y British government 
in providing a proper supply of sol- 
diers for the regular army. The only 
method pursu^ was vokmtary enlist- 
ment^the jealousy of a free constitu- 
tion not permitting a conscription, aac- 
cept for the militia, which couM not 
legally bo sent out of the kingdom — 
and the success of the attempt to «x- 
teAd this system to the raiahig of troops 
of the line by balloting for fifty thoi^ 
sand men to compose the army of re- 
serve, in . 1803, had not been such as to 
hold out any inducement for a repe- 
tition of the attempt, It had not pro- 
duced thirty -five thousand effective sol- 
diers, though fifty thousand had been 
the number voteti by parliament, and 
<»i’dercd to be raised. Enlistment for 
life was the system universally pur- 
sued— it being thought that in a coun- 
try where the pay of the soldier waa 
necessarily, from the expense of the 
establishmlut, less than the wages of 
ordinary wv)}'kmen, to allow a power 
of retiring after a stated period of ser- 
vicci^waB over might endanger the 
state, by thinning the ranks of the 
army at the most critical penods. , To 
this point the attentioi^of former ad- 
ministrations had fii’equent.ly been di- 
rected, and a recent change had been 
m ade by Mr Pitt, wliich had considerably 
increased the annual supply of recruits 
by enlistmeiil But the new ministry 
introduced at once a total ebunge of 
system, by the introductkin of enlist- 
ments for a limited period of sojwice. 

4. It was argued in parlinniunt by 
the supporters of this change, and espe- 
cially by Mr Windham — **Tho fate 
of nations at all times, when oon^ad- 
in^ vith one another, has been deter- 
mined chiefly by the composition of 
^eir armies. The times arc past, 
if they ever existed, when one country 
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cantend^d agabsfc ftub^ 
ral fiiretigfeli of it»|>o|>uUtion/ 
strength of niiay ww» tjboCttiere 
amouut of thephyd^ fcflrtw^dootmigo 
of the indiTidtials who oompo«»d it 
jCrmiefl are trow th^ ohainpionB oo 
either side to which couatrieB en- 
gaged commit their xjuarreh end when 
the champion falls the cOiUse is lost. 
The ndtion of a levy en ma8$e or volun- 
tary force, therefore, W^hld'seem to |© 
one to which would he wholly un- 
safe to trust, in how many instances 
has it ever happened that, when the 
amy was defeated* the contest has 
been restored by the efforts of the 
peojile at large ? The people in mass 
are like metal in the ore ; and as all 
the iron that ever came from a Swedish 
mine would never hew a^ block* or 
divide a plank till it was wrought and 
fn&hi<jnerl into the shape of a hatchet 
or a saw, so the str&gth of a people 
04in never, perhaps, be made capable 
of producing much effect in war till it 
is extracted partially, and moulded into 
that factitious and highly polished iT»- 
atniment called an army. What are 
the two events which more than any 
other two have decided the present fate 
of the world ? The battles of Marengo 
and Austei’litz. Yet what wore the 
numbers there employed, the space 
occupied, or the lives loBt,xompai’ed to 
the states and kingdoms w^hose fate 
was then decided ? Yet such was the 
fact; miDjons hung upon thous^ds; 
the battles Were lost, and Europe sub- 
mitteii to the conquoi’or. It was not 
becaiise there did not exist in those 
countries, then iiTetrievably worsted, 
a brave and warlike |veople, animated 
by the strongest feelings of devotion 
to their sciveroigu, and abhorring the 
ide.a of a foreign yoke. All these were 
there ; twenty-five irifllions of men 
burning with j)atriotic ardour were 
around the Emperor ; but the regular 
armies were defeated, and submission 
was a matter of necessity. 

5 , “ Assuming, then, the importance 
of reguW aimies, which no one denies, 
but every one 8t^enl8 disposed to Iferget, 
the question ie, how are they to be ob- 
tiiined ? above all, how are we to insure 
to this roountry, what unquestionably 


if has ^ tteveisi^hu^ aiid 

hde^wate ^-regtdar 

The ixatuve df thjings here yieldj^ uii btit 
the option two thiti^—choice or 

force. In the Contmental monarchies 
recourse Is usuaUy had to the latter of 
th^ modes ; and undoubtedly, wW- 
ever the power qf government is such 
that it Ifins nothing to dd but send its p^* 
cere foiih seize the peasantry and 

force them Ho become soldiers, there 
can be no process so eakyv effectual 
and certain. But every one must beeon- 
scioas that this is a mode c^proce^ihg 
ynpracticable, except in extreme’ emer- 
gencies, in this country. Kdt tlm 
power IS wanting in government of or- 
dering such a levy, bui that the mea- 
sures of force we tan taploy are so 
abhon’ent to public fating, so restrict- 
ed and confined by legal fortes, idiat 
their effect is almost reduced" to no- 
thing. Even if it could be enforced, 
the real chanvcter Of such a ftompul 
Si9ry service is only that of a tax, and 
of the worst of all taXes— a tax by lot 
We hear every day that half measures 
will uo longer sumce, that something 
effectual must be done; but if from 
these generalities yJti* descend to par 
ticulars, and propose to renew the act 
for the army of reserve, the feeling is 
Immediately ebauged, and all dcidare 
they are dedd^y against any mea- 
sure of the sort. It is imposaibk to 
say to what the exigencies and neces- 
sities of the tinies may drive us ; but 
unless a more urgent necesisity is gene- * 
rally felt than exists at this moment, 
measures so oppressive in their imme- 
diate elSpcts, 80 injurious in their ulti- 
mate results, should not be reported to 
till it is proved by experience that all 
ethers have failed. 

6. Volunt*&y enlistment, therefoi’e, 
is the only resource which remains to 
US, and yet the expenence of tbix’teeii 
years’ \yarfarc havS now sufficiently de- 
monstrated that from this source, in 
the present eta^ and habits of our 
population, it is iu vain to expect a 
sufficient supply of soldiers. If, how- 
ever, you cannot* change the habits oi* 
occupations of your people, v?hat re- 
mains to be done but to increasfl^*^wJ«h 
ind ucements to enter the army ? With- 
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^ ^ xtL^ib of ' 

W lienor ihm ^oee{M*imi3rar^ 
|V:ia’;’tt]re i # tSkm of .’%&«& 
i),e|]|j^ in ttlm to tlxo 

ttt^ib^ ond ooi^rd- 
In^i imo i>ot tho %iibnint and 
flkonjg|toe 90 ovor be iimpt^tSa to 
beeoibo'b^eifB. To encb « height bee 
ihlit of Me j^eara out only 
motu:d« hae been xocri^ting boys. 
Hen g^own tip, e^en with 4^\ the gxo^ 
neies, igaotenoe, and improvidence in^ 
oid^ to the lower orde^ are too wai'y 
to^aooept Our odera ; we must add to 
the "^onghtiessnega ariaing f^om eitua* 
^dn the weakneas and improvidence of 
yonth. The practice of giving bounties 
Indecisive proof d this; whatever is 
bestowed in that liay shows that the 
service does not stand upon its true 
footing. Hen require no temptation 
to engage ixf a profession which has 
sufficient inducements of its own. 
Never can the system of supplying the 
army be oonmdered as resting upon its 
proper basis till the necessity of boun^ 
ties shall have ceased, and the calling 
of a soldier shall be brcught to the 
level with other trades and professions,* 
for entering into^^ich no man receives 
a premium, but where, on the contrary, 
a premium is frequently paid for per- 
mi^on to enter. 

7. *‘The great chaise by which this 
might, at first sight, 'appear likely to 
be efieciod, is by i*aising the pay. But 
ixulependently of the financial embar< 

< rassments which any considerable al- 
teration in that respect would produce, 
there is an invincible objection to such 
a change in the licentious haj^its. in- 
consist^git with militaiy discipline, 
’Which 8n undue command ot money 
would generate among the eoldiere. 
Provisions in sickness and old 
pensions for the wounded; honorary 
distinctions suited to the rank, situa- 
tion, and condition of the party, are 
mu(^ safer i«ecoinmendatious ; but, 
above all, a change in the period of eu* 
listment, fyom lif^ to t limited time, is 
the great alteration to which we must 
look for elevating the attractions of the 
army. This is the system 'of service 
the states of Europe exaept our 
own, and it is the condition of enter- 


lug ihat hnjga i|ud part bf our 

own forces^ now ' a hmidM thousand 
i^ng» which la oon^isd of the re- 
enl^ wiilitM ^sit thit system will 
have the hidnoing men tp 

enter, is so clear, ap qerti^ So itotaliy 
inepntroVertihle; it is imneoessary 
to urge it. !Jhei^ , i« iin> him 
would not prefer having un to 

having none. Our immense ar^tet in 
India are ah and. that tpd, vdth- 

c£it the aHsfltet difficulty^ for 
service. A system of rewords for the 
regular and faithful soldier should al* 
so be established ; and that severity of 
disciji^Qe which is at present so znu^h 
an object of terror to all persona of te^ 
gular habits, should be materially 
softened. Hot that it will, in all proba- 
bility, ever be possible to dispense en- 
tirely with corporal punishment in the 
army; for thoi« ore sojne turbulent 
Bpints who can tnly be reprassed by 
the fear of it. But the discipline may 
be rendered infinitely less rigorous. 
By this means a better description of 
men will be induced to enter the army ; 
and the better men you get, the less 
necessity there will be for severe pun- 
ishment By these changes, also, the 
temptation to desertion will be great- 
ly diminished, the great and aaarm- 
iug frequency of which, of late years, 
has be^ rt.diily owing to high boun- 
ties and bad relations ; and in legis- 
lating for this matter, it is material to 
inv^t coiirts-mfU'tial with a diacre- 
tioeVy powQi- to modify the peifiilty 
oi desei^ou most materially, or take 
it away altogether, if it bos been com- 
mitted only in a moment of intoxica- 
tion, or from the influence of bad ex- 
ample, or the soldier has made amends 
by returning to his colours. 

8. It is a mistake to tugue that the 
benefits 1 have proposed to introduce, 
being for the most part prospective, 
and to be reaped only at the end of 
seven or fourteen years, will not influ- 
ence .the inconsiderate description of 
men who form the great bulk of our 
common soldiers. That may be true 
as it^rolates to the description of men 
who, under the combihed influence of * 
bounties aud intoxication on the one 
hand, and service for life and flogging 
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tW ftn^y^ dot cdto^i^d^ ao luitaiKoe^ Ipaa (d oo many 

laas.ur iucucH^ ■udw? apu Ht- yoaani* Bortiao; In y^ty aggravate 

tia^did Igr tllo ftdvaalwgea wfamit tha casea only, by ocWJidKil iuflictioii. 

Buoh «on- QretA axagapan^u a^ean^to >Eve 
sidaNbloUft &ay |ic«qu<iutiy, iadoed prevail«da» .^ the beneita to be de- 
With the ywg misb med from ido volunteer eystm* . Xt 
hhueialf, but W they {Uove equally ji impoaaible^mtds nature cd tbiupi 
uuavafUng with hia matkmfi, arrived that sudi a foree eaif be brought to' 
at a mote adrauetd period of life, and such a state of afloienoy aa to be abW 
familiar, from etpeneuce^ with the dif- to cope with regular fbroeia Aaa^tial 
ficulty of getting on in every profes- eervioe may bf derited from each a 
sion? What attraeia young men of force, but not in 1h» ih»e to which they 
family into the Eaet India Company's have at piHMieDct been directed. W!lth 
service, notwithstanding all ihe dissd< a view to bring them back to 
vautagea of a lifetime spent in exile, proper aphera, «a thiy were ortahmhy 
and a climate so deadly that not one constituted in 17ft8, it W.ould. he ad* 
in ten survives it? •Not present ad- visable to reduce their allowMiiaes and 
vaiitaiges ; for the pay, for the first ten relax iheir disoiphna^ Thoim* corps 
yearn, barely equals the young man’s only which are in a iiknk of lifs to equip 
expenses, It is ultimate beuefits : themselvee, and are willing to serve 
the spectacle of nabobs frequently without pay, should be retained; the 
I'etumiug with fortunes ; the certainty remainder oftthe population shanld be 
that all who survive wUl become en- loosely trained, under regular o&cers, 
titled, after a specified period of ser- to act as irregular tmjpa It is not by 
vice, to pensions, considerable with vainly imitating the dress, air, and 
reference to the rank of life to which movements of regular troops, that a 
they belong. Such considerations may volunteer force can ever be luoijght 
not be BO decisive with tlii lower or to render effeoti;^ service. These are 
ders QjB they are with the higher ; but my fixed ideas ; %ut as I find a vdluu" 
there is no rank to whom the sight teer force airatoy exi8ting> it would 
of the actual enjoyment Of the ac^van* not bo politic ait once to reduce it. 
tages of ^ particular profession will All 1 propose, in the mean, tixne^ is to • 
not speedily prove an attraction, reduce the period of driUmg ftom 
9. “ To effect Uiese objects, I propose eighty -five days to twentv-aix. and 
that the term of military service should m^e otj^er reductions Whnm will save 
be divided into three periods— vis. the nation jCS67,000 a«year ; aU future 
seven, fourtt'cn, and twenty-one years volunteers to receive their ply only, 
for the infantry, but t^, sixteen, and and the trained bands to receive a 
twenty-five for the artiUery and cavai- shilliiig a day for fourteen days a-year, 
ry, in consideration of the additional but not to be dressed as soldiers, nor 
time requisite to render men efficient dnlled fmd exercised as such. Hank 
in those branches of service. At the should be t^en from the volunteer 
end of each of these periods, the sol- officers ; their holding st is a mon- 
dier is to have right to his discharge, strous injustice to the regul^ army.” 

If dischaiged at the close of the first, 10* To these filaments it was an- 
he is to have right to exercise his trade swered %y Lord CasUersagh and Mr 
or calUng in any town of the kingdom ; Canning--*' At no priod of our history 
at the end of the second, beside that has toe scienoe, uniformity, and disci- 
advantage, to be entitled to a pension pHne of toe British troops bBenatt.*:^. ^, , 
for life ; at the end of toe third, to toe parable to what it is at this moment ; 
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Bultifi df Trork)» thitn to any otlier in- 
4kidual in ^sastehce. Under his able 
f^miniBEtratlon, the army ia coidider- 
abl^ superior in number to what it 
ever at any former peiiod?* The 
nsecrhiting, as It now exists, is steadily 
producing sixteen ihousjiad soldiers a- 
year ; and when the act Tor its future 
regulation is gonprally enforced, which 
is not yet the case, this number may 
be expected to be greatly iucreaseij. 
Js this a crisis to break up a syst-eni 
producing, and likely to produce, such 
results ? The average tear and wear of 
the army is about fifteen ihouHatnl a^ 
year ; so that the present system is not 
only adequate to the maintenance of 
its numbere,*^ but likely to lead to its 
increase. The proposed alteration on 
the term of service in the army is one 
of the most momentous that parka- 
ment can be called on to disouss j and 
for this above all other reasons, that 
the change, once introduced, is irre- 
pireble. Be it good or be it ba<i in its 
results, it cauuit^’ be depai-tcd from ; 
for when the soldi ere have once tasted 
the sweets of limited, they will never 
bul 4 i»iit to the restraints of nnhniited, 
service. Surely, on vitid a subject, 
and where a false step once taken 
is iiTKtinevable, it is expedient to pro- 
ceed With caution, .and make the ex- 
*' perinn ut on a small scale, before wo 
organise all our defenders on the new 
system. 

11. The system of enlistjug Or a 
“limitediperiod no novelty ; ita appli- 
cation on a great and iiitivi'ri'al scale 
alone is so. For the three last years 
our endeavours have been directed, 
while a superior eHCovirugemcnl. was 
held out to persond entering fur general 
seiwice, to obtiiin at the same time the 
utmost possible uumlw^r of men for 
limited service in the army — both in 
the army of rraerVe, &d latterly under 
the Additional Force Act. If, then, 

* ESGULARS aXS> lftt4TIA> 

l«t January 1802, . . 24?, 440 

iist Jantiary 1804, . . 224,005 

IstAlarch 1806, . . 267,554 


fatMtik:bbj^6nngiib ^e^uate 
w^pTy of inett a’'ii&ted 

scale, both in timo ^ce, htmohn 
we expect to 6b1^ ihi#t advantage by 
taking aw4^ one $t limitations f 
If,, indeed, we cddld not, undot the pi^- 
sent system, obtain nn adeqmiite force 
liable to bo detaelied abroad, there 
might be a necessity for %ome change 
in our system ; but whOn, wo have one 
Imndred aiid ^^xty-dve tnousahd men 
ifeble to be s^nt abroad, mid the only 
check upon so employing them is the 
necessity of not weakening oursolves 
too much at home, why should we pre- 
clude ourselves from raising, by the 
present method, such a description of 
force iw experience has proved, in this 
country at least, is most easily olv 
taftied ? iTho expiry of the soldierV 
term of service must, independent of 
any casualties, produce a large chasm 
in the army ; what security have 
W'e, that if the whole or the greater 
part of the army is riused in that way, 
a gi'eat, it may be a fatal, breach may 
not at some future iferud occur m our 
ranks at the very time when their ser- 
vices are mi>.st required? What the 
incoiivenionce of the soldiers botng en- 
titled to thejr discharge at the end of 
each period dunng a war is likely to 
prove upon experience, imiy be judged 
of by recofiecting how cmbarr.iSHing 
this system some yeare back was found 
to be in the militia, notwiilistandmg 
tho^i^givut c(unparative fuci'»ly of re- 
placing men when serving at hoin<i~ 
4U1 embanussinent so gi'eat, that it I’d 
as a matter of' necessity to the extension 
of the nu'ni of service in that branch 
of our military sj^stem. What rcjiRon 
! is there to suppose that the soldiere in 
the regular army will not be as prone 
as their brethren in the militia to take 
advantage of the t>ptioiV of a diachoige 
when their title to demand it iirrjv^s ? 
And if 80 , anvl this heavy periwlical 
drain be added to the existing casu- 
alties of the troops, w'bai chance have 
we of keeping up a force which even 
now wants twenty-five thousand men 
to c«*mplete its ranks ? 

12. It is in vain to refer to foreign 
states as affording precedents in |>oint ; 
their situation is totally difilbrent from 
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tion to m 0ii& dise^iaBiow was ing- . that» 'ttittt tJie oerps beve 
pascied proi^pectiveiyio'r the fiiture^ to atiaiDed a coasidefabla degree of ef-: 

effect at the ^ebpii*aitlott of & oer- ffciea(^, it may be adTieable to di» 
tammij»iber of yefiwra, but it lias not minisb , considerably tbe. niimber of 
yet* I^b^ier% beon'^ftcted upon ; and if days in which th^y arc’ to serve at the 
it has, the disasters of HoheuUnden public expense, is that any I'eosoni? for 
and TJIm afftrd but little reason to re- substituting a hamnltuMy array, , With- 
coromend its ado|>tion. Napoleon’s s<|^- out the dre® 3 , dmciplme, or Ibabiljs of 
diers are aU raised by the conscription soldiers, for a body of men itjuaKW 
for unlimited service ; and although, ‘not only to ticfc together, butoapaWe, if 
in the old Frt'ncb monarchy, troops in drafted into tlie militia or liie line, of 
hufticient numbers wore coi^aiiiJy ob- j#t once actit^ with regular soldiers'? 
taint'd by volnntar / enlistment for Will the voltmteer corps exist for any 
Urn ilou periods, ycit the period of aer- length of timenndcr so marked ajsystem 
vice was more extended than that now of discouragement jts it is propOm to 
p]*opOBe<l ; and the circumstances^ of impose upon them, without pay, with- 
that country, abounding iif men, with out rabk, without public fav»our? 
few ctdouies to prtik-cL, and still fewer .And is this the momeiti:, when' the 
mannfactorios to off its super* wlu»le militiuy force of the Oontinetit, 
liuous hands, and a strong military with the exoeptiem of Itnssia, Wn the 
spirit in all classea, can afford no pre- hands of our enemies, to incur the 
cedent for this coiin try, where uin- hJzavd of substituting, for a volunt^iy 
pioyniont from the prevalence of manu- disciplined, a motley array of undisoi* 
factures is so much more frequent-*- jdined forces, iuid run the risk of ex- 
whopo pt’pulatioii hi by nearly a hhif citing the dtsa llhctiou of the powerful 
Im- v- luth ia burdenod with a vast hands who, at the jail of their sove- 
c<ih(juiii 'loinic, all j'arts of w’hich re- reign, have so nobly^ome forward for 
quire drt’< nee— and whore the natural tlie public defence '? 

Itent of too people is lidher to the sea H. At the coinmern'Pinent of the 
than tlu' i lud service, bj^r is the re* present war wo raised eighty ihoUland 
lercnce t ; our Kast India possessions men for the mi^ia, and fifty thousand 
nnu'c loitnuato; for the enlistment ] for the regular army, by the operation 
for a limited period prevailed in tin; | of the ballot That syMiem has its evils ; 
Compaiiy'fi Euiopeon regimenlsrfor a but when it is inditipons»able in a given 
number t»f years, yet the battalions time to raise a large force fur the public* 
raised in tins way were always weak servico, there is no aiteniative. In re- 
in luunbcr.umd inefficient, and were all cognising this right, however, which 
reduced on that very account during Hows necessarily from thoacknowledged 
Loi-d Comv aliis’s first government of title of the sovereign p- wer t;| call for 
India. AU the prepossessions of Mr the assiotanoe, in timcrf of jniblic 
Pitt wGr<i ill favour of limited service danger, of all ik subjock, iiarliament 
— his opinions on this subject were re- has been careful to fem'e it round with 
peatedly stated to the house. The opin- ail the safeguards which the exercise 
ions of a great variety of military men of a prerogative so liable to abuse will 
were taken on the , subject ; but these admit of. It is determined by lot ; the 
opinions were so much divided, that he person dni%Yn has the option to provide 
anived' at the cundlbBion that the in- a Suh.*ititiite ; a^id this is the footing 
conveniences and risks with which the upon which the militia stands. A still 
change would be attended more than further limitation exists where the ciail 
oountej'balanced its pi‘obable Id van* is made, not upon ihte individifid, but 
tagee. ’ the distiict; and the district wallowed 

lb. ‘*,The proposed changes on ihe the option, instead of pi-ovidi% 
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in I6uh4^. : But ^ Mlot for; the 
uoilitiA iff the ^ptoeed oheiige, to 
eoBM oh m teffidnatioh of the war; 
ittheaoeeeee to he a miHtii^ and be- 
oomeeh part of ihe legtilar fon^ rahted 
by the orowiu The aot pxppoeed to be 
repeided m producing at the rate of 
«%hteeh thonfian.d recroitS a-year, be^ 
aides the men raised by ballot for the 
Bulitia* Proposing; as the miniatera 
now do» to abandon at once both these 
tneource^ ain they preyed to shoNt 
that the new measures mil supply this 
great ^deficiency ? Would it not be ex- 
pedient first to try^he experiment on 
a small scale, to be assured of its suc- 
cess, before we commit the fortunes of 
the state to the result of the experi- 
ment? It is an old military maxim, 
not to manoeuvre in presence of an 
enemy ; bitt the measures now in aei- 
tation do a great deal worse, fer 
they not only change the composition 
of your force, but shake the loyalty 
and aubmisaion of the aol&iers, in pre* 
aenoe of the most formidable military 
power Europe hdi ever witnessed.” 

16. The bill met with a most strenu- 
ous opposition, although the early di- 
Tisigha which iookplaccupon it evinced 
a preponderance in fi,.vour of minia- 
iers;* but it at length passed both 
houses by a decided majority, the num- 
ber in the peers being ninety-seven to 
'forty — giving a majority to ministers 
of fifty-seven. The clausee regarding 
the volunteer force, however, were 
abandoned or modified in the ultimate 
stages 0 # the diecuasion, the efiect of 
the bUl as to tl^m being Uirated to a 
pi*oper restriction of the period of per- 
manent duty. But the great principle 
of enlisting for a limited service was 
by its passing introduced into the 
British army, and has never since been 
totally abandoned; and^ considering 
the great addevsiinenie which it sul^ 
sequenily wrou^l^ and the vast con- 

* The div)iik)uwliiidi derided the piinriple 
of tbo bill took place on Marrii 14, 1^ wh^ 
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id. If oaiied v^bn to decide, hi Itmm 
bf one or oth^r of the able atgumenki 
ueged ^ t^poidtp sidsa tiliis im- 
polMt questioii, it .might perhaps be 
no esey matter te 'nay ot. viMa Ihe 
weight of authority end 
derated. But experience,- ^he great ^ 
s^ver of poHrieal dijBatcuhiie^ See now 
settled the iciaiter,^and proved that 
Mr Windham rightly appreciated the 
prinoi|des of human nature on this 
subje<^ and was watTanted in his be- 
lief that, without any increase of pay, 
limited service, with additional encotm 
agements in the way of retiring allow- 
ances and privileges, would provide a 
force perf&tly aq^^uate ^even to the 
most extensive military operations of 
Great Britain. Erom the oCficial re- 
turns, it appeara riiat the rate of i-e- 
cruiting rose in a rapid and striking 
manner after the system of limited ser- 
vice was adopted, and, befow the ex- 
piration of a year from the time it was 
first put in force, had largely increased 
the annual supply of soldiers for the 
army.f Though variously modified, 
the same system prevailed during the 
remainder of the war, at least to a cer- 
tain extent| with perfect success in 
every branch of the service ; and to its 
influence, combined with the improved 
regulations for discipline, pay, and re- 
tiring allowance great part of the glo- 
ries of the Peninsular campaigns is to 
be ascribed. On examining the confi- 
dent opinions expressed by many emi- 
nent and respecikble military men, on 
the impossibility of providing au.^o- 
quat© supply of foinse for the English 

t OLD SYSTEM. 

UBsaaim. 

JanuftTy 1 to July 1, 1S05, . 10,U2S 

July I, 1805, to Ja4:^uary 1, 180^ . 0,048 

JauuHiy 1 to July 1, 1806, . . 10,788 

July 1, 1806, to JttnuaTy 1, 1807, . 6,276 

(27ew system ia opexwUoaou January 1, 1807i) 

MEW SYSTEM. 

JimuAry 1, to July 1, 1807, , , 11,412 

July 1. 1807, to JatuMuy 1, 1808, , 7,784 

Bate evretiruitiagfiroEu Jonuavy 1, to 

Aprill,t808 21,000 


AyfMi> I^J ' Worn, jdSItto hnwO April I to July 1, 180^ 24,000 


1806; 40, 41.. 
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to avoki tibo that tuBjilieife 

rolianca Is ah^Hfu ^ H oa 
tho Tidt^s of pradsiM,^^ M 
tive lttt|«^v^|]asots;^*MBtlli^T tsaAcity 
to exittiag imthutlbns is olbeii «a gteat 
as the proueaess of thocaroMoal 
Tfttoja to perilous c^ago. Little oi«4it 
is to bemi^to tibe most opikieat|M:o- 
fei^ivtuil petvaxtf when they olalm for 
the peoj^e .^ a paHiorUar oouaixy aa 
exdaptioa ftsoJA the ordinary piiuoipl|S 
of humaa nature; aad trtie political 
wisdom is to be gathered, not by die* 
cm^diug the. lessons of experience, but 
by extending the basis on which they 
oi-e founded, and drawing eonclusions 
rather from a general deductian of the 
history of mankind, than from the* li- 
mited views, however respectably 8|jip- 
ported, of piuriicular indiviouals. 

17. To these observations on Mr 
Windham's miliiaryeBystem, however, 
<ine exception must be made in regard 
to that part of his plan .which related 
to the .volunteei^ There can be no 
doubt that in this particular he did not 
display the same knowledge of htitn|in 
nature wliich was elsewhere oonspicu- 
ous in hift designs. Admitting that tlm 
Toluiiteero were yery far indeed from 
being equal to the regular forces — that 
their cost was exceedingly burdensome, 
and tliut they could not b^relied on as 
more than auxiliaries to the army — 
still in that capacity they were most 
valuable, and wei*e not only qualified 
to render Si^me service by themstSlves, 
but of incalculable importance as form- 
ing ^ reserve ta.i^plenish the i*anks of 
the regular forces. The campaigns of 
1812 and 181^ in Russia and Qennany 
demonstrate of what vast service such 
a force, progressively incorporated with 
tliebatt^ionsof the regular army, cornea 
to be in real warfare, when the ranks 
of the latter are thinned, and how ra- 
pidly theyacquu-e the discipline and 
eificiency of veteran troops. In this 
view the tumultuary array of Mr 
Windham, without the clothing, disci- 
pline, or organisation of soldiers, could 
have been of little or no utUtty. ^ i^or 
it of leas moment that the Wl&teer 
system, by interesting vast 
in the occupations, feelings, and hm- 


' pm di soldis^;;-®(!*w4iPn|ly 'CpntriWte^'^ 
to ildnrish mat miHtaiyi',' 

ardonrlnsaA'iiww'lir^ ^ inditnan*.''' 
sable 

Tateyps Ib-dijgtw, Indeed, ipay smile when 
th^ hshnld novlees in the military sH 
inutaiingfthe and habits 

of Boldiem; hut ^e experienoed com* 
manRery vemd in the regdlathig prin- 
ciples of hn^an exettioir, will not deem 
such adde to^patriotic ardour id little 
importance^ and will wilh^lj ^ the 
harmless vamtj Which makes theyoung 
aspirant imagine that his corps has in 
a few weeks acquired the ^cisney of 
x%^iarlbroea imitation ev^ of the 
tmiform, aii^/and habit of snldimy, is 
a powerful prindple inti^s^nKrl«|g the 
military ardour to biyaats of ifivib 
itins. PJhilopmmen judged Tsdsiely when 
he reojomihended his oS^ers tq he se- 
dulously elegant in thdr*hnhiUinants, 
arms, and appointments. Mnjwas w^l 
acquainted with human ha&re* who 
sa^d, that to women and soldiers dwa 
is a matter of no ordinary importance. 
Many nations have been saved from 
slavery by the passion for what an in- 
experienced observer would call mere 
foppery. , 

18. In later times, ^ system of tem- 
porary service has been in a great de- 
gree superseded in the Britidi army, 
and nearly all recruits are now entftted 
for life. And if weighing the compa- 
rative merit of those two opposite sys- 
tems, it will probably be found that uie 
plan of enlisting men for linked periods 
is the most advisablein nataons in whom * 
tho militaTy spirit runs high, or the ad- 
vantages of the militiuy service are such 
as to sedbre at ah times an ample supply 
of young men for the army, atsd where 
it is of importance to trrdn as laige a 
portion as possible Of the popidation to 
the skilful use of arms, in order to form 
a reserve for the regular force in pe- 
riods of danger; and that enlistment 
for life is more applicable to those na- 
tions or situations where no national 
danger is apprehended, and it is the 
object Vkf government rather to secure 
a permanent body of (hsoiplined men, 
subject to no ^nse of deorease but the 
ordinary casualtieB of the sarv^, in 
the ordhtazy duties ^an spSrefljdT* 
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lar ^$aad< ,ihe i^ation the 




‘Use of lilpus. 

i»5U alu-eys 
i^pahle either 


hayo efay^temeetamidh^^^^^ 
of eaotraction or exiSiiuwiou, ^hioh em-, 
braces both methotis of rtisiugeoldiers ; 
Uud' ^his, for ne^ljr thirty has 
btoi til© b«»e with the BritiA amriy. , 

' \ Importairt as the ma^er Ihits 
submitted to parliament in it$ ultimate 
OOasequenoes tindoubtedlv when 
it is recollected what a ^©al and glo- 
rious pait the British aimy bore in the 
close of the struggle, it yet yielded in 
magnitude to the next great subject 
which the new minister brought for- 
ward for consideration. This was the 
Aboijtion of the Slave Thade— a 
measure which, its remote effects, 
seems destined to affect the fortunes of 
half the human nice. This great change 
was not finally completed till the fol- 
lowing session of pai'liaraent ; but the 
preparatory steps were taken in this, 


and it belongs properly to the present 
period of English history, whidi trelts 
of the measures of the Whig adminis- 
tiUJbion. ^ 

20. It w'as urged by Mr Hibb©i*t and 
the advocates of tl|^ West India interest, 
both in and oui^ uf parliament, “ The 
British West India Islands were settled, 
and have ever been cultivated, under 
tbe*holernii faith of those charters and 


proclaioations, and th|;,se act«^ of parlia- 
ment, which have confirmed those plan- 
tations in the most i)erfa<;t assurance 
that they should continue to receive 
supplit'R of negroes from Africtu The 
agriculture of these colonies cannot be 
earned on except by means of sla^'e- 


exporta, and oae-thu^ tp the imports ; 
takes on y^r!^ £6,000,0f00 worth of do- 
mestic z^^&otur^ ; ^d |>ra*;emi- 
Ueutly distiulgui^ed above al^ bthers by 
this impoiittmt tlmt Itiaafl with- 

in ourselves,* apd not liable, like oth^r 
trade, to be turned to our diaad- 
vaMge bn a rupture with the ^ower 
with whom it is couductusu;' teja,t»ea- 
surb, hovifovcr, if cart’ied into e^ct, 
must in a few years dimkiish t]^ pro- 
]|prty vested in the British WM India 
Islands* and open the means of rapidly 
advancing the mugress of rival oo)o- 
uies, to wlmm thi^, advantages of a full 
shpply of uegi'ocft will still remain open. 
It must forbid the supply of losses tf> 
the negro population, which oi’iginato 
in accident or diseases poeuliar to the 
clquate, and whSj^h the most humane 
and proviflent mmugemeut is unable 
altogether to pi^vent ; stop the com- 
pletiun of cswlj^hmentH already be- 
gun; and altogether prevent the esten- 
sioji of cultivation into the interior of 
the islands, without which they can 
never either attain a state of security, 
or reach the degree of wealth and splen- 
dour of which they arc suscepi ihle. 

21. “ The most disastrous effects, 
both to individuals and the public, may 
be anticipated from thu ultimate con- 
sequences of the measure under consi- 
delation. N'>t to mention the confusion 
and ruin which it must oocnbioii to fa- 
milies; the capitiil now suiik in cuUi- 
viition which it must destroy ; the CJtla- 
mili*>.s, attendaui on mvolt and insur- 
rection which it will in all pr(jbiibjiity 
occfusioti; the emigration it will induce 
in all who have the means of oxtricat- 


labaur; and the cultivation o^their in- ing themselves or their eapiUd from 
tenor, t’hich is indispensable to their so precarious a situation ; the despair 
security, cannot be promoted if the andapathy which it Avill spread tlirough 
slave trade be abolished If this bill those who have not meiujs of escape ; 
shall pas© into a law, the very woi-st what incalculable evils must it produce 
effects may b© anticipated from the among the black population ! The nbo- 
ebange, not only to the colonics them- lition of the slave trade is a question 
selves, but to the general interests of uhich it is at all times 
the empire. The commerce which the tate, from theintimate connection which 
West Indies maiutiali^ is the most im- it has in the minds of the negi'oes with 
portant of the whole British domioioDS. the abolition of slavery itself, and the nc • 
It pays aijtiuaUy in duties to public; cesaaiy effect which it must have in per- 
treasury upwaras of £3,000,000 ; petuStingtliediscu-ssion of that subject 
ploys more than sixteen thou^uud sea- in the mother country, to the total de- 
‘ contributes one-tMrd td the whole syoction of all security in tlie xdantei's> 



im.] * HISTORY Ot WBOm . S58 

or repofte in the minds of the sieve the hmiimeribk mtAlitnd^ who ere 
pnlatiou« From the znoment that wiis dnT§n ' across Sahara desert, or 
bill passes, evesijr white mam ih the W est descend to ^ the vast markets 
Indies a« sleeping on tho fed^ of a vol* of the Mnssruinkh world ? But to.sup- 
cano, which may at arij^omlnt explode pose that the partial stoppage of it 
and shiver him to atoms. Throwing put , in the Bx^tish dominions, that the pro- 
of view ^together all consideratiops of hihiiion to transport the fifteen thou- 
interest, aft^viewing this merely as a sand negroes who are annually brought 
question 6f ntJknanity, it ie impossibleto to our shores, could have a beneficial 
contemplate without the utmost alam effect, is ^Snuloue. So far from pro- 
the perils with whidh it is'fraught. The during such a result, its tendency will 
existence of a black power in the neiglp be diametrically the reverse; it will 
bourhood of the most impoitaiit island drive the slave trade fyom the stiperior 
of the British West Indies, affords a to the inferior channel ; from the great 
memorable and dreadful lesson, record- nyerebants of Liverpool, who have done 
ed in character of blood, of tlie issue so much — ‘ for their own interest, per- 
of doctr-ues intimatriY, constantly, and haps, but still done s(i muck— to ditnin- 
inseparably connected with the aboli- ieh its horroi’S, to the Spaniards and 
tion of the slave trade. It is impossible Portuguese, who arifas yet totally un- 
to contemplate that volcano without skilled in its management, and treat 
the deepest alann, nor forget that its the captives with the utmost barbarity, 
horrors were produced by well-meant As our own colonies decline from the 
but ill-judgwd philanthropy, similar to stoppage of this supply of labourers, 
that which is the prime mover in the those of the other nations who have 
present question.* noW fettered themselves in the samo 

22, “ It is a total mistake to suppose way will augment ; the cultivation of 
tliat the evils, enormous and deplorable > sugar for the European market will 
ac they are, of Central Africa arise ultimawjly paite into other hands, and 
from the slave trade. Those evils are we shall in the end find that we have 
the consequence of the cruel habits cut off the right arm^ our commerce 
and barbarous manners of its inhabi- and naval strength only to augment 
tanta ; they existed for thousands of the extent and increase the horrore 
yeare befoi'c the slave trade was heard of the slave trade throughout 4ke 
of, and will continue for tlSusands of world.” I 

years after it is extinct. Civilise the 23. On the ofchOT hand, it was argued 
interior of that vast contineut— hu- by Mr Wilheyforce, Lord Howick, and 
manise the manners of its inhabitiyiii-s Lord Grenville — A higher principle 
— abolish the savage practice of sell- than considerations of mere exi>edience • 
ing or putting to death captives made —the dictates of justice— require that 
in w^ar, and y<»u indeed make a mighty this infamous traffic should be abolirii- 
Btep towards extirpating the evils ed. Weig it merely a question of hu- 
which wo all lament. But as long as manity, wo might consider how^far we 
these savage customs prevail ; as long should caiTy our interference; were 
as the torrid zone is inhabited by a the interests of the British empire 
thousand tribes engaged in ‘contests alone involved, it might possibly be a 
with each other, and with all of matter of expedience to stop a little 
whom slavery to prisoners made in short of total abolition. But in this 
war is the only alternative for death, instance imperious justice requires us 
it is hopeless to exj>ect that the stop- to abolish the slave trada Is it to be 
page even of the whole vent which the endured that robb|iy is to be permitted 
purchase of negroes by Europeans af* on account of its profits f Justice is 
fords, would sensibly affect the general still the same ; and you are called upon, 
prevalence of the slave traffic. MSbat in this measure, not only to do justice 
are the fifty thousand whom they on- to the oppressed and iiyured natives 
nually transport across the Atlantic, to of Africa, but to your own plantlts ; ^ ^ 
VOL. VL 5S 
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to imteifere >6lileQ»; tb.em an<| theb* AfricanB are morct than maintflined by 
otherwise cerWn ; an£* 4e* their own IniiffeaBe* Kor is the wgu- 

spite theii* fears, ^eir passions, ment that the importation of negroea 

despite their prejnOloeA veaone them is requisite to crt^?ete the waste lands 
from impendi^ rtiin. This trade is ip the iniStrJbr the islands better 
ihe meet criminal that any country can founded. If the numbem of the AM- 
be engaged in. When it , is recollected nans inclose, it is oltt^ether incredible 
what guilt has been incurred in teai^g that '^eir labours should not be ade- 
Ihe Africans, by thousands and tens of quate to clear the of those 

thousanda, from their families, their diminutiTe islands* According to the 
friends, their social ties, their country, most moderate computafSon, it i^ould 
and dooming them to a life of slavery il^uire the slave trade to be continued 
and misery ; wh^ it is considered also for two centuries to cultivate the whole 
that the continuance of this atrocious interior of Jamaica and Trinidad ; and 
traffic must inevitably terminate |n con it be endured that so friglitful a 
the ruin of the planters engaged in it, traffic as this, fraught as it must be 
surely no doubt can remain that its with the tearing of above two millions 
instant abolition is called for by eveiy of Africans from their families and 
motive of justice dud expedience. country, should be continued for such 
24. ** Much is said of the impossibili- a *£>eriod, ^for an object w-bich, in one- 
ty of maintaining the supply of negroes fourth of the time, might, by the na- 
in the Wes^ Indies, if the slave trade tive increase of their numbers in those 
is abolished. Are we, then, to believe islands, be attaiifed ? t 
tliat the Divine precept, ‘ Increase and 26. " Let us, then, instantly abolish 
multiply,' does not extend to those this infamoits traffic; and we may then 
islands I that the fires of youth, ade- with confidence look forward to the 
quate to the maintenance and growth of period when the slaves, become in a 
the human species in all other coun- great dogi*ee the natives of the islands, 
tries and ages of the world, are there will feel the benefits of the pi oteciion 
alone, in the nudSt of plenty, unequal afforded them : and they may gradually 
to their destined end t But the fact is be prepared for that character, when 
adverse to this monstrous supposition ; the blessings of freedom may be se* 
uiikL it is now distinctly proved that curely extended to them. Througliout 
the slave colonies a»‘e perfectly ade- all history* Vve shall find that slavery 
quate to maintain their own numbers. ** i has been eradicated by means of the 
The excess of deaths above births in j captives being fimt ti-ansfoimed into 
Jamtiica is now only l-25th jier cent; j predial labourei'S, attached to the atnl, 
• and wnen it is recollected that the re- , ana from that gradually ascending to 
gistei'B of mortality include the deaths j real freedom. We look fonvard tfj the 
among the negroes who are newly j ))eriod when the negroes of the Wefet 
arriv^ and set to work, whi^h always i India Islands, become labourers rather 
amoup^s, between those who perish in 1 than slaves, will feel on interest in the 
the hai'boure and shortly alter being | welfare and prosperity of the country 
bet to work, to at least 10 per cent, it i which has extended to them these be- 
is evident that the numbers of settled nefits, add when they may be securely 

* Excess of deaths above births m Jamaica from 1698 to 1780, 3^ per cent. 

1780 to 1706, Si4 per eouL 

1756tol76», per cent. 

. , - . . . . 1700 to 1780, 8-6th i>er ecut. 

.. .. 1780 to 1800, i-£6th per cent. 

-Pari Jkb. viii. COS. » 

t It is now completely demonslrated, by an experiment on the greatest scale, that the 
African raco, even whmi in astate of slavery, is not only able to mamtam its own numbers, 
but rapidly to increase them. In the slav^i^tates c| America there are 2,200,000 negroes ; 
and from 1700 to 1880, the whites have augmentea in the proportion of 80 to a 100 ; but 
the Macks in that of 112 to 100. The proportion since that time has been rather, though 
but Tittle, iiifiivmtr of the increaseof the white race.— TocqcBviLLE's Dttmcracy in Ainmco, 
ii. S46, 346, note; and Cennu 1841, America. 
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called on to sliai*© largely in tlie defence 
of those ialandB, in whieR at present 
they are onijea misi^ of Veakneaa 
The grand^ the desire advantage 
which recommends file ahwtion of the 
sl&ve trade is, that by closing that sa|)^ 
ply of foreign negro^ to which' the 
planters hagfi hitherto been accustomed 
to trust forfflil their tmdertakings, we 
shidi eampel them to promote the mul* 
tiplioation of the slaves ch their own 
estates; and it is obvious that this 
cannot be done without improvingtheir 
physical ard moral ccmdition. Thus, 
not only will the inhuman traffic itself 
be prevented, in bo far at least as the 
inhabil«iiits of this country are con- 
cerned, but a provision will be made 
for the progressive amelioration of the 
black population in the West indies, aUd 
that, too, on the securest of all founda- 
tions—tho interests and selfish desires 
of the masters in whoSe hands they are 
placed. 

26, “ It is in vain to argUe, that, ac- 
cording to the barbarous customs of 
.Africa, captives made in war are put 
to death, and that if the outlet of the 
slave trade is closed, the reproach to 
humanity aidsing from the sie of cap- 
tives will be prevented from taking 
place. The most recent and intelli- 
gent travellers, on the contrary, have 
informed us, what every oolsidoration 
on the Bub,)e?t a priori would lead us 
to expect, that the existence of the 
slave ti'ade is itself, and ever has b^sn, 
the great bar to the civilisation of the 
interior of Africa, by the temptation 
held out to rUe chiefs on the coast to 
engage in the traffic of negroes, and 
the continual encouragement thus af- 
forded to tile princes in the interior to 
cari’y on constant ware, from the vast 
]>rofat with which the sale of their cap- 
tives ia attended, it forma, in fact, 
with it great many of these robber 
chieftains, a chief branch of revenue. 
If we would promote, therefore, the 
great and truly Christian work of ci- 
vilising Central Africa, we must first 
comiricuoe wdth abolishing the ^ave 
trade , for as long as it continues,»the 
Kdfiishness and rapacity of the natiye 
cluefs will never cease to chain its un- 
huppy inhabitants to a life of violence 
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ainl rapaoitydn,^ pewerful, of misery 
and^egradutiofi^.lhepoor. The argu- 
ment that; if not carry On the 
slATe other nations wfil, 

poisihiy with less' commiseration fiir 
the stiiWngd of the captives, if ad- 
mitted, would shake to their founda- 
tion every principle of pnblic and pri- 
vate mofality. At that rate eveiy b^d 
of robbers iftight plead in their justi- 
fication, fhaif if they did not Smock 
down and funder ^ travelleis, other 
banditti mi^ do thp same, pos- 
sibly superadd murder to their other 
a^'ocities, and ' ^erefore the lucrative 
rapine should uOt be discontinued. 
This Argument, however, bad as it is, 
has not Oven the mmt of being found- 
ed on fhct If wr abolish the slave 
trade, who is to take it up? The 
Americans have already j^ireceded us 
in the race of humanity, and fixed a 
period in 1808 when the traffic is im- 
mediately to cease ; and a bill is at pn- 
seiA in progress through their legUk- 
tura, to affix the penalty of dOath to a 
violatiou of this enactment. How ai-e 
France and Spain to cany it on, when 
they have hai’dly a ship on the ocean ? 
Sweden never eugag^oiu it. There ra- 
maiDs only Portugal, and where is she 
to get capital to cany it on 'i 

27, ** The dangoi‘ii, so powerfully 
drawn, as likely* to result from this 
measure, are really to be apprehended, 
not from it, ,bnt from another, with 
which it has no connection, viz. the 
immediate emanci pation of -ttie negroes. * 
Thb, it is said, fiows necessarily from 
the step now about to be taken; if 
you do D#t follow it up in this man- 
ner, you stop short half-way your 
own prinoiidea; in fact, the ulterior 
measure, if the first be adopted, can- 
not be averted. It is to be hop<^, in- 
deed, that this' great step will, in the 
end, lead to the abolition of slavery in 
ail our colonies ; but not in the way 
or with the dangera which aro antici- 
pated. On the co^traiy, it is here that 
another pf the great benefits of the 
measure under consideration is to be 
fbuud. By the efieots of this measure 
it is to be hoped slcmrp toUl ^raduaVy 
wear out witfwut tite iiUeiFi)eutioii oj%ny 
positive laWf in like monucT os it did in 
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H eeitain degree lDii;i0iGri»te8 of Graeoe perity of his eountry and the welfare 
and Home, and of th^ of mankind^ a meaaore which will 

of modem Europe wcrCi idaves hare difftiee hap|dtxeft$ millions now 
been permittc^d to and pur- in existence, which his memory 

chase their own freedom ; and as has will be bftctaed ^ millions yet un- 
been permitted with the 'happiest bom” , * 

fMs iu the colonies of Spain and Jfor- 29. There cm ,he no question that 
tugal. In America, measures for the this great step , ^as recoipmended by 
gradual emancipation of the' negroes eyery oonsider^pn of jdstioe and hu- 
hare been adopted, and nothing could manity; neverliitelessitSe|fe(rt4hiiherto 
conduce more powerfully^ insubordi* hare been in the highest degree do- 
nation, than if, by the continuance of j^orable* Never was there a more 
the trade, similiy’ steps were not to. be striking example than this subject has 
induced iu the West India Islands, and afforded in its later stages of the im- 
the slaves there were perpetually tap- portant truth, that mere purity of in- 
talised by the sight of the superior tention is not aufKcient in legislative 
comforts of t heir brethren on th e main- measures, and that unleesbuman designs 
land. The dangers apprehended wovld are carried into execution with the re- 
indeed he renl, if ffnmetliate tmamiipn' quiaite degree of foresight an<l wisdom, 
tion were to he proposed^ for that would th^y oftew become the sources (d' the 
produce horrors similar to those which must heart-rending and irremediable 
have happened in St Domingo. But calamities. The prophecy of Mr Hibbert 
nothing of that kind is in contempla- and the opponents of the abolition, that 
tion; on the contrary, it is expressly the slave ti*aderinst6jMJ of ceasing, would 
to exclude them, and to induce i^at only change hands^ and at length fall 
gradual emancipation which is called into the management of desperate 
for, alike by justice to the planters and wretches who would double its hoiTors, 
the interests of the slaves themselves, has been too fatally verified, and to an 
that the measure under discussion is extent even greater than tltey uutici- 
proposed” « ^ pated. From the returns laid before Par- 

28. The latter arguments, enforced liament, it appears that the slave trade 
with much eloquence, aad supported is now /our timoi as extensive as it was 
by ♦ the great principles of Ohristiun in 1789, when EnrO])ean philanthropy 
charity, prevailed witji the legislature, first inteHi^red in St Domingo in favour 
By a series of enactments, ptissed in the of the Afrittin race, and twice ns great 
course of the session of 1806, the slave as it was when the efforts of Mr Wib 
trade was restrained within very nai*- bet^orce procured its abolition in the 

• row limits : and at length, in the sue- British dominions. Great and deplo- 
ceeding session, it was entirely abol- rable as were the sufferings of the cap- 
ished, and the penalty of trausporta- tives in crossing the Atlantic, in the 
tion affixed to every British fi^ibjccten- large and capacious Liverpool slave- 
gaged yi it. The numbers wore, in the sliips, they are as nothing compared to 
Commons, 283 to 16— majority, 267 : those W’hich have since been, and are 
in the Peers, 100 to 36 -majority, 64: still endured by the negroes in the 
and thus \^afl the stain of trafficking hands of the Spanish and Portuguesso 
in human ffeoh for ever removed from traders, where several hundred wretches 
the British name. Lord Grenville are stowed between decks in a space not 
concluded his speech with these elo- three feet high ; and in addition to the 
quent words : I cannot conceive any anguish inseparable from a state of 
consciousness more ti^ly gratifying than captivity, they are made to endure, for 
must be enj ^yed by that em^ent per- weeks together, horrors like those of 
son (Mr Wilberforce), on finding a the Black-hole of Calcutta. Nearly two 
measure to which he has devoted the hui»dred thousand captives, chained to- 
labour of his life carried into effect— a gether in this fiightful manner, now 

* manure so truly benevolent, so ad- annually cross the Atlantic ; and they 
mirably conducive to the virtuous pros- are brought, not to the comparatively 
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eiisy life fcbe British ^ Wc«t lodlia 
Islands, but to the senrlfeude 

of Cuba or ftrassil ; . m. the latter of 
whicb several negroes are 

worked, like imimflis, in aroves toge- 
tliar, without a single female among 
them ; and without any attemfit to 
perpetuata^tbeir tJkey are worn 
down by thefr cruel , 1 ^n(kmasterB to the 
grave by a lingei^iig jn^bcess, which ou 
an. average terminates their existence 
in seven years ^ 

80 . This lamentable and heai*t-rend- 
ing result of such persevering and en- 
lightened benevolanoe, however, must 
not lead us tn doubt the soundness or 
humanity of the pxinciples which Mr 
Wilbertorce so eloquently advocated, 
or to imagine that the general rules of 
morality are inapplicable t 9 this qlies- 

* The number of slaves ajinually import- 
ed into the slave cxuintAesof tbo New World 
Irora Africa in 1785^, was somewhat under 

50.000, of whom about 15,000 crossed in Eng- 
lish vcsneltt— now the nqmber is at least 

200.000. It appears from the Consular Re- 
turns tc* iiarliameut, that m l!829, 74,653 | 
slaves were embarked for HrasilalonL from 
the Afruvin oojist, of whom 457f> died uiHhe ; 
short juvRPoge of one month ; and lu the first 
half of 1830 the numbers were no less than 
47,25b, ot whom 8 per cent died on the pas- 
sage. At the same period IS.OOC were an- 
nually imported into the Bavonnah, and at 
least ail equal number into the other slave 
colonies, making ui the ytUr 1830 about 
130.000 Put these numbers, great as tbey 
are, have iiow received u vast increase from 
the effects of the British slave emancip.'itu'U 
act, passed ui 1833. In fifteen montlva end- 
ing .7 auuarj 1835, there sailed IVorn the single 
port of Jla.aunnh 170 slave ships, each c;i- 
j>ablo of coni .lining, on an average, at least 400 
persons : the importation of slaves into Cuba 
is now above 55,000 a-year, while the num- 
bers imported into Brasil, from the stimulus 
given to slai e labour by the anticipated de- 
cline of produce in the British Islands conse- 
quent on that measure, have increasa'd in 
nearly the same pmportioii Nor is it sur- 
jirising tiiat, in spito of all tlie eftbrts of the 
Britisii government, and all the vigilauco of 
the British cruisers, this infernal trafBc 
ahonld now advance atthiaacceierated pace ; 
for such istho demand for slaves, occosionod 
by the confmnal decline in the cultivation of 
sugar in tiie Britihh West India Islimds, un- 
der the combmed influence of heavy taxa- 
tion and the emancipation act, that tbe pro- 
fit on a single cargo of slaves imported Into 
the HavAimah i« 180 jier cent, and thcftdvcn- 
turers cannot l»e ounsiderect as losers If one 
vessel anivol safe tnit of thret despatched 
from the coast of Africa. — ParL Pap, 1830, 
A. 115, UG. 


i » 




tiooi) and thai^ baire ^one in busoan 
affrffee it 19 to do evil that good 
may com 0 of ifei /Tie observation, that 
it Was ^ clear our hands of 

the itti 4 jiiity, leaving it to Providence 
td lramqart^ the evu in others at the 
^pohited time, was decisive of the 
justioe of tha measum ; the evident 
necessity which it imposed on the 
plantem attendlQg» W their own 
sak€«, to th# comforts of the negroes, 
and pporidii^ means for the multipli- 
cation of their numbgrs, was conclusive 
08 to its expedience. It is not the aho- 
ytion of the slave ti^ade, but the sub- 
sequent continuancd of ruiqous hscal 
exactions^ and at last the irretrievable 
step of unqualided emancipation, whicli 
have given this dUdorable activity to 
the foreign slave tr^e. The increase 
in the foreign slave colimies for the 
lost twenty yeara, at a time when the 
British West India Islands were com- 
paratively stationary, has been so l apid, 
tllat it is evident some powerful and 
lasting causes have been at work to 
occasion it.t These causes are to be 
found, in a ^’eat measure, in the heavy 
duties on British colonial produce, 


f Twelve years ago, the only exportb of 
PuortO'Bico w^ere cattle and cofftKi, and the 
only sugar she received waa from irr^irta- 
tioa. In 1S3S she exported 33,750 toua— 
more than a the vrholo British con- 

sumption. Ibe MXiiort of the sugar from 
Cuba was, on an average of 1814, ISIS, and 
1816, 61,000 tonu ; in 1833 H bad riseTi t<> 
120,000 tons. In 3814, l8l5, and 1816, thq 
average ex|>ort8 of sugar from Brazil were 
26,250 tons ; in 1833, though A bad rear, the 
exjDorts w-ere 70.070 tons. The iut;rca&c, 
Bince tbe Emancipation Act passed, has been 
still grojfler ; but no official aceoimts ot these 
years have yet been made public. -^See Part. 
Peport *‘On the Commercial State of the 
West Indies," p. 2S6. 

On the other liand. the produce of tlio 
British West India Islands, during the same 
period, has been comparatively stationary. 
Tbo coluniol produce exported from those 
islands to Great Bj-itainm the year 1612, was 

154,200 tons of sugar, and 6,200,000 gallons 
. .. 


of rum ; m 1830, IKa.OOO ; and in 1833, 206,000 
ugar, 011(17,802,000 gallons of rum, 
tbe Bhii2pu)g in tno first p^lod was 180,000 


in the ni , 263,330 tons. * The total value of 
tbe produce of the islands in tbo first period 
was £16,516,000 : in the last, Inciuding all 
tbe colonies gained by the peace of X^ann in 
1814, only 1^,486,000 —Pebuee, 39(k; CoL , 
qtfuoujN, 37B-58I ; 1 ‘o»ter*8 PctL Tabfies, 
124-126. 
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aipbianting at firfc to BQs., then to 87»., 'mMs of human wretehe^i^eaai »o far a^t 


?rTkBr!Tn»^i 


weight of Bugai*, froizl i(ig^hich1^e foreign 
growers were exempted^ in the BU|ip 7 
of foreign marketB. 3^ eneim(i<nB 
burden, which, on Bn avera^ otpdesa 
sinhe 1820^ has beeH Tety neaifly sew 
enty-five per oent on that species of 
produce, has, notwithstanding all, their 
efforts, for the most part, ikf not entire- 
ly, fallen on the produoera* The 
Astrous effects of these combined mea- 
sures cannot be Jjetter stated thaii In 
the words of Lord Sidmouth : Much 
good might have been done by regula- 
tions on the coast of Africa, in the 
middle passage, aud in the West Indies. 
But now we have rashly taken the 
bull by the boms, slid while the conse- 
quences have been most injurious to our 
colonies and ourselves, they have in 
the same degree been beneficial to the 
maritime strength, commerce, and na> 
vigation of other nations, our rivals in 
peace, and enemies in war ; and the 

* There is no opinion more erroneous than 
that commonly entertained, that the import 
duties on sugar, like other t^ts on consump* 
tion, Ihll on the purchaser. There is always, 
indeed, a struggle l^B vecn the producer and 
consumer, as to wbf> should bear the burden 
— ^l)ut It Ls not always In the power of the 
former to throw it on tlie latter. In this in- 
stance the attempt has almcrst totally foiled. 
It apiHsars from the citrious table of prices 
compiled by Mr Colquho|n, that oven dur- 
ing the high prices or the years from 1807 to 
1512, the West India proprietors j»aid from 
a ehm/ to a ^a^f of the duties on sugar, with- 
^out bfMug able to lay it on the consumers; 
the average of what they paid for thoso ye.ara 
being £1, 11C,251 per annum. The estiihnted 
revenue of these proprietors, during these 
years, was imder £4,000,000 ; so that, at that 
jveriod, they paid nearly thirty po#' cent on 
their incf^es to govemmout. In addition 
to this, irwos proved by the docamontfl laid 
before the committee of the Iiouse of Com- 
mons in February 1831, that an annua’ bur- 
den of £1 ,028, 299 was laid on the British West 
India Islands, in eonsequence of theonhance- 
inent of the price of necessary articles to 
which they wore expos^ under the restric- 
tive system. In this Way, even under the 
high prices from 1807 to 1812, they were pay- 
ing at least fifty fier cent on their incomes in 
taxation; and as the prid, since that time, . 
of their produce iias fallen at least ttfo-t/iinfo, 
with a reduction of only aniM (3s.) on the 
import duty, tt may bo safely concluded, 
that, since 1820, the West India proprietors 
have p^id, directly and indirectly, at least 
■ lew/tfy-jftre per oent on their income to govern- 
ment ; aud in the years when prices were i 




not only not 

mented, in itB :<mbnnt^ and fright- 
fully Mita degree and oha- 

napter." • 

Inanl sapiens notpen ferat* lequus miiqul. 
Ultra qnam satis eat, virtutem qui petat 
i^isam.’* , ^ 

81. Kor IB iSdi pnooipi^te 

and irret^wabk st^ of efnaneipation, 
fdl’oad on the legiB^turh by benevolent 
but incautiouB and mistaken feeling, has 
already ocoaeioned so great a decline in 
the produce of the British West Indies, 
and excited sueh general expectations 
of a still greater and inoreafling defi- 
ciency, that the impulse thereby given 
to the foreign elave trade to fill up the 
hoB hefin unbounded, and, it is to 
be feared, almost irremediable. Since 
the disastrous meaaure of emancipation, 
the agricultural j^lifoduoe of the British 
West Indies has dediued fully a half ; 
in some branches of produce, fallen to 

low, at least a hundred per cent. Nothing 
more is required to explain the distressod 
condition of those colonies, even before the 
emancipation bill was passed, which at once, 
without any equivalent, confiscated at least 
sixty per cent of their remaining nroiwrtA^ 
The value of slaves was estimaiod by Col- 
qiihoun. In 1812, at £55 a-head ; but in 1833,' 
when the act passed, it luid risen to at least 
£7.5 overhead!, notwithstanding the change 
in the value of tDouey^; and thooomi>cnsjition- 
moncy (£20,000,000 on fii'H.OOO slaves) will 
not, after all deductions are made, yield £2.5 
a head, or more than thirty-three jier cent to 
the fft'oprietors. Few such instances of the 
destruction of property by fistial aud legisla- 
tive enactments are to l:»e found in the his- 
tory of mankind.— PEBAKn. 3f>4 and 307 ; 
CoLQUHoUB, 59, 325 ; and Cmmons* Etport^ 
on If'fjrf India Affain, 7th February, 18.81. 

It is frequently said tliat the incjcaso in 
the produce of these colonies, simw the police, 
is a proof that their alleged discresace aro 
either unfounded or exa^erated. This is a 
complete mistake ; the pumters had no other 
way to meet the enormous fiscal burdens laid 
upqn them, since a diminution in the cost of 
production was out of the question, after the 
abolition of the slave trade, bu t by waking the 
utmost exertions toangment 1 ts qt raiitity ; an d 
thence the focreaso of oolontal produce, which, 
by perpetuating the lowness of price, render- 
ed It totally impossible for them to lay the 
enorrnous import duty, now one hundred 
per cfnt, on the consumers. Like a man 
sunlt in a bottomless bog, all the eflbrts they 
could make for their extrication tended only 
to land them deeper and more irretrievably 
in the miro. 
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a tUrd of its former ensLOtmt; and suoib^ ii wilt be i0^jr>bai£on«d, aad these 
is the indolenoe of tho ,i>lack poRu|a' noble ocdonire^ Jbis . consigned to total 
tion, and th^r geiieirt; ^ s 

to steady and wet m It measures that the 

cultivation is oMed on in rc4: o«^ of tli^' lamentable Increase 

these* iglands at a loss ; and the tuxi0 istr In nbiii Ihrioigu ainire trade is to be found ; 
it is to be feared, not to diataht^ vidien it is mnltitnde who forced on these 


« Tbe following table shows dedto of colonial ]produoe et;|»or!tedit^ 

the first .yeai^f the IS j ictftn cipsdQn Act • 


S,6S8 • 8^,262 


1' . , CoflS*. 

Osskt. 

Ifc. 

92.S84 

17,869.277 

13,4»6 

10,489,292 

8,88g 

7,869,985 


Taking an average of these various sorts of prodnoe, it te evident that, notwitbstsoding 
an uacommouly fine season^ and the vigorous exertions of the stipendta^ magistrates, the 
produce of the island fell off in oue year nearly a fourth of its total^mount 1 The pulia^ 
racot of Jatuaioo, In their address to the governor of the island on August 10, ob- 
Bcrved-^*' There never was a hAer smsou or more ratnuhllng appearance of ean^; but, 
ucvertheloBs, the orop is greatly deficient, and many British smpanavC in ooniieq.hienee re- 
turned with half cargoes, some with none at all. Otir deddea opinhmjs^tbat aaob suc^ 
coeding crop will prcigr|^vely become worse, lu a few cases ^e apprentices do. work for 
wages: but the opponte disposition so immeasurably preponderates, that no deipendeuce 
whatever ofin be placed on voluntary labour. Know^g, os we do. the prevailing nriuctonua 
of the negroes to work of any kind, the thefts^ negh^nces, and outrages of every sort 
which are becoming of fi'equent occurrence ; seeing large portions of our nSgleoted oane«'fields 
overrun with weeds, tad a still larger extent of our imsture-lands returning to a state of 
nature ; seeing, |n desolation already overspreading the very face of the Und, it b 
impossible for uk without abandoning ibe evidence of our senses, to entertain fhvotirable 
auticipatmne, or divest ourselves of the painlUi conviction, tlmt the pngresaive and rapid 
deteriomtiou of proiierty will continue to keep pace with the appreijticosbJpv and that the 
ternilnatton thereof must, unless strong preventive measures are «|^ea, ocimptete the 
ruin of thu colony.*’ Making every allowanoe for the passions and exaggerations of a tro- 
pical climate, the statement here made la too strongly borne out by the decrease in the 
official returns, and the example of the result of corresponding measures in Bt Ooinlngo, to 
leave a doubt that Uioy are, |n the main at least, founded in truth. # 

The folh'Wing table exhibiw the official returns of the exportswof the West India Islands 
foi* the liist fifteen years ^ 1 


Yonra, 

Sugar. 

Mi>Uuue«. 

Ram, 

^ Coffee. 

Cocoa. 

Ftmonto. 


Slilpe. 


Cwt*. 

CwA 

Oallona, 

Ibe. 

Rm. 

Iba. 

Tooa. 


1827 

3,i)5J ,218 

392,441 

8,620.174 

29,419,598 

549,688 

2,225,943 

243,781 

872 

1828 

4,313.636 

508,095 

6,307,294 

29,987.078 

454,909 

2.247.893 

272,800 

1,013 

18S9 

4,152,614 

390,626 

6,634*769 

26,911,786 

({84,917 

3,685,694 

26:1,338 

m 

].S»0 

3,912.628 

249,420 

6,752,799 

27,460.421 

7lf4H3 

3,489,318 

263,872 

m 

1831 

l,l!l3,vS«0 

323,306 

7,844,167 

20,0.30,802 

1,491,947 

4,801,355 

249.079 

M 904 

1S32 

3,77.3,456 

858,668 

4,713,809 

24,678,920 

618.216 

1,366.183 

229,117 

828 

1833 

3.646.204 

686,798 

6,109,973 

19,008,675 

2,134.809 

4,470.255 

248,378 

911 

1834* 

3.343,976 

650,366 

6,112,399 

22,081,489 

1,360,325 

1.389,403 

246,695 

918 

! 1835 

3,524,209 

607,4,05 

5,468,317 

14,855,4701 

439,467 

2,686,358 

235,179 

878 

1836 

3,601,791 

526,535 

4,868,168 I 

18,003,426 

1,612,304 

3,320,978 

237.922 

900 

1837 

3,3(Ki,775 

676,657 

4,418, .349 

15,577.888 

1,847,146 

2,026,129 

22fi.468 

855 

I8:i8t 

3,520,676 i 

638,007 

4,641,2101 

17,638,665 

2,149,637 

8924^4 

235,196 

878 

1839 

2,824,3721 

474,307 

4.021,820 

11,486,676 

959,641 

1,071,670 

196,715 

748 

1840 

2,214,764 

421,141 

3.780,979 

12,797,039 

2,374,301 

999,068 

381,731 

697 

1841 

2,161,217 

430;291 

2,779*161 

9,927,689^ 

2,920,198 

r|7,758 

174,975 

677 


• V.inanHpnttflti Aci. ^ 

t 

TennlDaeon orApprt>etK«ttai.|>. 



— roitTuit’s of the itoicn, ill. 424, ish. 


Nor has the etibet erf this most dissstrous measure been less detrimental on the exports of 
Great Britain to the West Indies. These, as a matter of course, have dedined with tho 











860 , HISTORY OP EOROPB. ' -[ohap. Xlv. 

meiksui'es^ 'vrho |atq frustrated all tbe^ earuing^ trithuut either risk to them- 
benevoleut efforte Off Mr Wilberlbroe selves, ibjuryito maetera, or in- 
and Mr Foes, andi^^ered the aboil- ot^ase to thts 4<wtMuid slave 

iion of the slave tra^ in the Brithdi labour* But all these admirable 
domi^iona. the renMe af 4 . edects of the abiHtiOQ of the slave 

oamie of boundless pisfortiuiu^^ to the trade have been completely frustmterl, 
negro r^. The BHtlsh slaves, since and the humaue but deluded iuhabi- 
Ihe slave trade was ab<^hed| had be- tants of Great Britain are^ burdened 
come fully efj^ual to the wants of the with twenty millions, to‘fiiin, ,iu the 
colonies ; their numheia, yvithout any end, their ovra planters, consign to 
extraneous addition, We|;e on the in* barbarism theii' own negi^, cut bif a 
crease; their condition Was coiufort- nincipalbran<diof theirnavalstrength, 
able and prosperous beyond that of aUy and double the slave trade in extent,* 
^^peasantry in Europe ; and large num- and quadruple it in horrors, through- 
.bers were annually purchasing their out the world. A more striking iu- 
freedom from the produce of their ovfn stance never was exhibited of the ne- 
industry. Here, then, was a statumari/ oessity of attending, in political changes, 
negro population, rapidly approaching not only to l»enevolent intentions, Wt 
the condition of th:^ most opulent feu- to prudent conduct ; and of the fatal 
dal serfs of Europe, and from which edict of tji^oae institutions which, by 
they might, in like manner, have been giving the inhabitants of a particular 
emaueipateik singly, as they acquired part of the empire an undue share in 
propeity, which all had the means of i the general administration, t or admit- 

fulling off in tho produce of the West Indies, and the diminished abittty of its inhabitants 
to pay for the produce of this country, a^lie following tablo demonstrates 

SaiTlSH EXIORTSTO WEST IKEIES VROU 1820 TO IS44. 

1820, .... £.^,0.12,086 1837, .... £3,458,746 

1830, . , . c 2,888,448 1838 3,S03;44l 

1831 2,681,950 1830 8,986.608 

1832. . , . 2,430,808 1840 3.674.070 

1833, . *.• . . 2.697,689 1841, . . . . 2,604.004 

1834 2,080,024 1842, .... 2,591,425 

1835 3.187.640 1843 2.497,071 

1830, .... 3,780,453 1844, . . , . 3,461,471 

— ^PopTER’B Pari. Tablet, xii, 102. ^ 

Snell has been the eflot^. ujwn the prices of all sorts of colonial produce, of this great de- 
cline in the production of the Jlriiish West India Islands, that the annual consumption of 
sugar in Gi^t Bntain has declined since J832 from 24 ihs. adicad to 10 lbs.; while, for this 
<limmjBhod quantity of 16 lbs., the price paid by the nation Ims been £8,000,000 lumually 
vaore t)jim it formerly was for the larger quautit| of 24 Ihs., — that is. the nation pays 
♦annually twice the avnount nearly o/ the mconi/e-tam raoro than it formerly did lor two thirds 
only of the former supiily ! At the same timo, the eflect of the inensure, on the aannssion 
of its warmest advocates, has been to double the slave trade over the glolic, and inereuK' 
its horrors in a still greater proportion ' The hisUtry of mankitid fortunately affonis few 
Similar examples of the disostrouHseffec'ts eff igmorant zeal and misguided philauthiopy. — 
Pari. Deb, June 9, 1843. CvMo'm Hdum^ Kxngtion, Jarmica, 22d August 1836 ; imd AiLdrets 
of AstenilMiy, August 10, 1836. 

■* The number of slaves now aimually earned across the Atlantic, is double whut it was 
when Wilberforce and Clarkson commeaced thcii* philauthropio labours."— Few eel Hdx- 
TOir On the foreign Slave Trade, p. 72. 

t Tho British ministry who, in 1834, passed the measures of slave cmaucipaticm, are no- 
ways answerable ff.i these consequences; mi the contrary, they deserve? the highest credit 
for the courage they d^phiyed, in opposition to the wishes of many of ihdr supporters, in 
carrying through the great grant of tw-euty millionB te> the planters~a relief so season- 
able and extensive, that hitherto, at least, it lias almost entirely, t<» the yieriwins who re- 
ceived it, prevented the imtural consequences of the emancqiatiou from being fully felt- 
The torrent of p.iblic feelmg was ircesUtible ; all they could do was to moderate its effects, 
which, by the pro,feractod period or apprenticesldj?, and the grant to the slave-owners, 
was done to a very great degree; Tb« English people must answer for the measure, bo 
its ultimate effects on themselves and the negro wke gt>od or bad. The reflection sug- 
gested IS — What is the character of national institutions which permit a tnoosure, likely 
to be attended with such cruel and disoiftrous consequences, to be farced against their 
Will on a reluctant government? 
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ting tUe torreut of public feeling to reasonable proapeot if being enabled 
Bway dii’cctly the tneaaui^Cft of govern* to ioamtdn it a veiy long period, 
meat, too oft#a deatrc^ prosperity 84. ‘'In conS^ering our resources, 
mast extensive, and oooAsins calamities tlie two great Objects of attention are 


the most unbound^ 

• An important change in the lEhitinh 
system of finance was also made by 
the same administration, which, al< 
though noV brought forward till the 
spring of 1 $07,. may be fitly considei-ed 
now, in ordbr not to in^iTupt the nar- 
rative of the important military eve^rts 
which at that period oocun-ed on the 
continent of ifiurope. 

S3. The foundation of this plan, 
which was brought forward by Lord 
Heiuy Petty,* on the 29th Januai-y 
1807, was, that the time had now ar- 
rived when it had become expedient 
to mahe a provision for a^permafient 
state of w^arfare ; that the bad success 
of all former coalitions had demon- 
strated the slender fifimdatiou on which 
any hopes of overthrowing the military 
power of Prance on the continent of 
Europe must rest, while the hostile dis- 
position and immense power of Napoleon 
gave little hope that any durable accom- 
modation could be euteiwl into with 
hkn, “ All natiorm," said his lordship, 
“ that still prceerve the shadow even 
of their independence, have their eyes 
fixed on us as the only means of re- 
gaining the freedom th% have lost. 
It becomes the goveniment of Great 
Britain, seeing the proud eminenen on 
which tiny ai'e placed, to take lyi en- 
larged view of their whole situation, 
and to direct their attention to that 
future 'which, notwithstanding the sig- 
nal deliverance they have hitherto ob- 
tained, se+^ms still pregnant with evil. 
C>iir pivat ut permanent revenue is 
above £o'2,0(V0,000 a-year, being more 
than three time.-? what it was at the 
close of the American War; and there 
can be no doubt that means might be 
found in additional taxes to pay the 
interest of loans for several years to 
come. But looking, as it is now our 
duty to do, to a protracted contest, 
it itas become indispensable to com- 
bine present measures with sueb a re- 
gard for the future, as may give us a 

* Afterwards U^rd Lansdovrue. a distin- 
guished momber of the Whig cahiwet of 1 830. 

S.V,- 


[the eiuEl^^fUUd and the system of 
I ralsIlQ^ m Supl^ as much as pds- 
I sibleVi&in year, which has given 
rise to the preseUt amount of war 
taxes. • The of these is a durable 
monumenb^hf Mr riit*s wisdom; it 
had the eu|)ipOrt of his illustrious poli- 
ticai oppoU<Sat, Mr Fox ; and, however 
;,widely ^ese great mam were di- 
vided on most othbr' subjects, it at 
least received that weight of authority 
Vhich arises from their entire coinci- 
dence of approbation. When this sys* 
tern was commenced in 17S6, th|^ sid- 
ing-fund was only^*2S8ih part of the 
debt; whereas it is now l-fi3d of the 
whole debt, and I-42d of the unre- 
deemed portion ; a resulf at once strik- 
ing and satisfactory^ more e^ecjaliy 
when it is recollected that it has been 
obtained in twenty year# whereof 
fourteen have been yeai-s of war. The 
war taxes, which have been raised to 
their present amount chiefly by tlie 
operation of the heavy direct taxes, 
were, first, the trehtt^assessod taxes in- 
troduced by Mr IMtt, and more lately 
the property tax, which has been sub- 
stituted in its room , The experience of 
the last year has amply demoustl'ated 
the expedience v?f the augmentation of 
that impost to ten per cent, which it 
was our painful duty to propose lost 
year ; for under iU operation the wa» 
taxes have now reached £21,000,000 
a-year, and the sinking-fund amounts 
to £ 8 , 3 § 0,000 annually. 

85, *Iu the present state of the 
country, our war exponsei. dknnot be 
calculated at less than thirty-t'wo mil- 
lions annuaUy. To provide for this, 
independent of additional war taxes, 
which are now so heavy that we are not 
warranted in calculating on any con- 
siderable addition to their amount as 
likely to prove permanently produc- 
tive, is the prcfi)lem we have now to 
solve. * To effect this, it is proposed in 
this and the three following years to 
raises a loan of £12,000,000; for the 
fourth year, or 1810 , £ 14 , 000 , 01 ^ ; and 
for the ten eucoeeding years, if the war 
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Bbould lastso Iax|^ £16,000,000 aniiu> 
nUy. In each iineceaAiYe year in ivhiich 
these loaDB shall it is pro- 

posed to appFO]^riate so tnnoh ;^ 
war tate* as will, tmmnnt Winm per 
cent on the sum so raised. Out of this 
ten per cent the interest and ohaiges 
of management are to ho defraji^ 
and the remainder is to oonstitute a 
sinking-fund to provide ^r the re- 
demption of the capitai^ When ^e 
fniids are at 60, or interest at three 
per cent, such a system will exiln^ish 
eadh loan in fom-feen years after it was 
contracted The moment this is done, 
the war taxes impledged for the re^ 
demption of that loan should be re- 
pealed Thus, as the loan of £12,000,000 
will, on this suppotition, be paid off 
by 1821, the £1,200,000 a-yoar of war 
tixee now pledged to its redemption 
will in that j^jar be remitted. Upon 
examining this system, it will be found 
that it may bo carried on for seven 
years, viaifrom 1807 to 1814, without 
impledgiug any part of the income- 
tax ; so that, if peace is then concluded, 
the whole income-tax mcy, without 
violating any pai-t of the present sys- 
tem, he at once remitted — a most de- 
sirable object, as that is a bui*den 
which nothing but the last necessity 
shou]^ induce us to perpetuate beyond 
the continuance of hostilities, 

86. ** As, however, t£e ten pei* cent 
pn the loan annually contracted is in 
this manner to be taken from the wav 
taxes, means must be provided to supply 
that deficiency, which, if the war con- 
tinues for a long tract of years, will, 
from the progressive gi'owth those 
burdens on the war taxes, pecome 
very conilderable. To provide for this 
deficiency, it is proposed to raise in 
each year a small supplementary loan, 
intended to meet the sum abstracted 
for the charges of the principal loan 
from the public treasury; and this 
supplementaiy loan is to be borrowed 
on Mr Pitt*s principle of providing by 
fi-esh taxes, laid on in tlfe indirect form, 
or by the falling in of annuities, for 
the interest of the debt, and on^ per 
cent more to create a fund for its re- 
dempt^m. The loan so required this 
year will, from the excess of the war 


taxes above the war expenditure, be 
only £20Q|000 ; the annual chaises of 
which on this prinolplaiwill be only 
£18,888: and as annnitieB to the 
amount of £l8|006wllll<dlln this year, 
it*wi& pot be neceasacyi either for the 
principal or supplementaty loan, to lay 
on any new taxes at present. Tak- 
ing an average so to^^ffiise the 
burden created by Supplementary 

loans as Squally possibldnver future 
ywirs, and setting (m against them the 
sums which will begaln^ annually by 
the falling in of annuities, the result 
is, that it will only bo necessary to 
raise, in the seven years immediately 
subsequent to 1810, £298,000 annually 
by new taxes ; a sum incredibly small, 
when it is recollected that we are now 
in Hie fifth^year of a renewed war, the 
most costly and momentous in which 
the country ever was engaged. 

37. " Under the present system, 
with regard to the public debt fivimed 
upon the acts of 1786, 1792, and 1802, 
no relief whatever wiU be experienced 
from the public burdens till a very dis- 
tant period, probably fitim 1884 to 
1844; and during the later years of 
the oTieration of the sinking-fund, it 
will ilirow such immense sums, not 
less than forty millions annually, loose 
upon the country, as cannot iail to 
produce a ml^^t prejudicial effect upon 
the money market, while the sudden 
remission of taxes to the amount of 
£SO,(JOO,O00 a -year would produce 
effects upon artisans, manufacturers, 
and holders of property of every de- 
scription, which It is impossible to con- 
template without the most serious 
alarm. In every point of view, there- 
fore, it seems to be highly desirable t») 
render the sinking-fund more equal in 
its progress, by increasing its present 
power, and diffusing over a greater 
number of year's those extensive effects, 
which would, according to the present 
system, be confined to the very last 
year of its operation. The amnge- 
ments prepared with this view are 
founded on the superior advantage of 
applyhig to the redemption of debt a 
sinking-fund of five per cent on the 
actual money capital, instead pf one 
per cent on the nominal capital, or 



18013 

amount of atock. This in to b# 
Hystem applied to the loanA of 
ten years ; and in return for this adt^- 
tflge, it is pro|>otod when the Re- 
sent sinking^Uiid Inall eo far in- 
di'eased os w exceed in its aihvuid( the 
interest of the debt then hnr^eetxied, 
such surplps shall he at the disposal of 
parliament * By this means a larger 
sum will be ahUuSllf applied to the 
sinking-ftind fiiwn than 

could have obtained under tie 
old system ; tbe whole loans contracted 
in future dming the war will be redeem- 
ed within foi^-ftve years from the 
date of th4r creation ; and this with* | 
out violating any of the provisions of 
the act 179% eatahlishing the present 
sinking-fand. Parliament, during the 
yeain of its final and greisbest opera- 
tion, will he enabled to administer a 
very great relief to the public neces- 
sities, find obviate alf the dangers with 
which an undue rapidity in the defray- 
ment of the debt would otherwise be 
atteiidfc*ii.”* 

38. In opposition to these able argu- 
ments, it was iirged by Lord Castle- 
rengb, Mr Canning, and Mr Perceval — 

This plan of finance proposes grad- 
ually io mortgage for fourteen years 
the whole of the w^ar taxes for the 
interest of loans in war — a decided de- 
parture from all our fonfihr principle.s, 
which were to preserve religiously the 
distinction between war and permanent 
taxes, and which would, if carried into 
effect for any considerable time, de- 
prive the nation of almost all the 
l>cuefit to which it is enritled to look 
upon the termination of hostilities. 
The new jjLui, moreover, will require 
loans to a ^^^oater amount to be railed 
in each year than would he required if 
tbe usual system of borrowing were 
adhered to. At the end of twenty 
years it appears, from the calculations 
laid before parliament, that this excess 

The ep[>«eoh of Lord Henry Petty on thU 
oo»‘5'ision is well worthy of the attoutiou of 
all who wish to make tbemeelves masters of 
ilio suljject of the British finances during 
the Hovolutionfury war. It is the m|st dis- 
tinct, lumiunns, and statesmanlike exposi- 
tiou on the subject which Is to be fbund In 
the whole range of the parliamentary debates 
after the death of Mr Pitt 
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will amount to the ^ormous sum of 
£186,000,000, The whole machineipy 
of the new plan la cumbersome 
oom^4ld^ed: the additional charges 
oircumstonee wHl 
amonni: tb a very oonsiderahle amn- 
Tho and meane intended pre- 
vent w impMU^n of new taxes in 
futnre^-^SL the expired annuities, to- 
geldiftr with jhe excess of the sinking- 
fund above kthe hiterest of the unre- 
deemed d^yiWfttre equally applicable 
pre to mitigate their increase, 
under apy otiier mode of raising loans 
that may be decided on ; and their ap- 
plication in this way would be mom 
advantageous than in the other, inas- 
much as it is better to avoid contract- 
ing debt than tognin relief by Ammis- 
sion of taxation. 

89. ** It 38 futile to say that tho 
lie necessities compel ul to have re- 
course to the perilous system of laort-^ 
gaging the war taxes for tbe interest of 
friiture loans. It is hero that the great 
danger of the new system consists : it 
is in breaking down the old and sacred 
barrier betwceti the war and peace ex- 
penses, that the seeds of jnextricahie 
confusion to our fin^oes in future ai^c 
to be found. It is quite possible, as 
appears from the authentic calculations 
before parliament, to obtain the ^even 
millions a-year required for the defi- 
ciency of thenar taxe« below the 
war charges, without moi-tgaging these 
taxes, without the immense loans re- 
quired under the new system, and with* 
out any material or unbearable addi- 
tion to the public burdens. The mode 
in whiej^ this great object is to be at- 
tained Si, by residving that, when the 
loan of the year in war doSl not ex- 
ceed the amount of the sinking-fund in 
such year, instead of making provision 
for the interest of such loan in the 
taxes, the same shall be provided for 
out of the interest receivable on the 
amount of stock redeemed by tbe com- 
missioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt in fbat year. Any excess 
of national expenmturc above the 
thirty-two millions to be fixed as the 
average amount of war expenditure, to 
be provided for in the usual nmnner. 
The data laid before parliament prove, 
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under tlizB pan, in fourteen jears 
of ’^rar, one hundred and ten miUloiis 
less will be boiTovtu^ than under that 
proposed b^ the ehanoellor of the ex- 
chequer and thoi^h doubtleto the 
siok|pg-fand will be gi,*eatly impaired, 
yet, after making allowance for its re- 
stricted operation from the charge of 
future loans on its amount, the total 
debt at the expiration of^ihat period 
will be upwards of forty nstUions abore 
that how proposed. 

40. ** Great evils both to the stock- 
holders and the* country must arise 
fi-om the adoption of the new plan, iy 
cohst^quence of the enoryaous and in- 
ordinate loans, amounting before the 
close of the new plan to not less than 
forty or fifty millions of stock annu- 
ally, which must be contracted. Such 
immense loans must tend powerfully 
to low’er the f alue of the public securi- 
ties, lead to an extensive and undue 
increase of the circulating medium, 
and a i-apid depreciation* in the valce 
of money, aittended with the most pre- 
judicial efiects upon many branches of 
industiy, and a general insecurity on 
the part of the holders of property. 
Above all, the pj’iliciple of placiwj at 
the of purliarnent the excess of 

the simmp/vnd above the wUrest of 
the ^ht unredeemed, is calculated to 
lead to a much more extensive diver- 
sion of that fund frAu its destined 
purpose, than the system which Mr 
Pitt had established ; iu^tsmuch as the 
Matter only j>ioposed to derive aid from 
the sinking-fund during the wai*, and 

* IjOKI) It. Petty’s plan. 

War loans for fourteen ye.us, A‘ 2ft, 000, 000 
8upplcrae|tary louiififor do., . 94,200, *>00 


£314,200,000 

War taxes rendered permanent, 401,231,000 
Ur.redceTOOd debt ni 1820, at 
cud t»f same time. . . 9,180,000 

Kew taxes imposed, , . 2,061,000 

New loans in 1820, . , 32,000,000 

bmkiug-fuud in 11^, , . ll, 744,021 

I A) an CASTLTbBKACH’S PLAN. 

War loans, £11,000, 000 a-ytart'or 
14 years, , . £154 000,000 

Debt unredeoiTiOti at fiu« 5 of 1820, S58, 000,000 
War taxes rendered permanent, none, 

New taxes imposed, . . 2,547,000 

New Unm in 1820, . . . 11,000,000 

Hinkin^fUnd in 1620, . ’*9,180,896 

—Part. Dtl. viii. 1014. 


only to tho precise extent of the In- 
terest of the sum redeemed within the 
year, leaving the fund invuudiminished 
extent to operate upon the public debt 
on the return efface; whereas the 
fdrmer places the surpluB of the siuS- 
ing-fund above the interest of the un- 
redeemed debt, absolutely^nd uni'e- 
servedly at the disposal of pailiament, 
in peace ae ih war, Without any other 
limitatioii thax^ ^ sunf equal to the 

dibt subsisting in 1S02 shall be re- 
deemed within forty-five years from 
that period. It is easy to foresee that 
such a power of ej^proprlatin^ a large 
part of the sinking-fund will be too 
powerful a temptation for the virtue 
of future governments to resist; and 
that the practical result will be, that 
that noble institution will be irretriev- 
ably mutilated^ and the nation lose the 
whole benefit of the immense sacrifices 
for the benefit of jjosterity which it has 
made during the whole continuance of 
the present contest. The equivalent 
proposed to the fundholders of an ad- 
ditional five per cent sinking-fund on 
the war loans, is entirely deceptive; 
inasmuch as the depreciation of their 
property which must ensue from the 
improvident accumulation of loans in 
the market, with their neceasary con- 
comitant, an extensive and undue paper 
currency, mSst much more than com- 
pensate any additional yolue which it 
might acquire fifom this augmentation 
of tb 4 > means of its liquidation.” 

41. The budget for the year lS07t 
was baaed on the new plan of finance ; 
it included a loan of only £12,000,000, 
which was contracted on very adviui- 
ta^eous terms, and the whole expend i- 

f The budget for 1807 was stated by Ijord 
Henry Petty as follows 

BUrPLY, 

Navy. £l6.997,a37 


Army —Ordinary , 

Extraordinaries arising, 
Ordnanop, .... 
MiRcellftueons, 

Vote of credit. 

Interest of exchequer bills, . 

1 royalty loan, 

Deficiency of malt-tax, 1805, 

•* - 
For Great Britain and Ireland, 
Deduct 2-17tha for Ireland, . 


15.466,811 
4 333,710 
3,743,715 
1,860.000 
8.000,000 
1 , 200,000 

350.000 

200.000 

47,160,573 

5.545,677 


Expenditure of Great Britain, £41,004,896 
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tnre was calculated on that system or 
making preparations for a long and 
protracted which the disas- 

trous issue of ^e Frnssian war gave 
too much reason Wipprehend awaited 
the country. , • 

42. The dehatb on I^rd Henry 
Petty’s able plan of finance are of little 
moment &t 4hia timCy abandoned as his 
system soon was amidst the necessities 
and changes of ftttaire yflar4 ; hut the 
views brought £otxinrd on both sides 
^were an essential deviation from the 
great pnnciple of Hr Pitt’s financial 
policy, and presaged the approach of 
times when the provident policy, so 
long upheld by his unshaken foresight, 
was to be abandoned with the common 
consent of both the great parties alter- 
nately intrusted with the ^administra- 
tion of atfairs. Mr Pitt’s principle was 
to provide the interest of each loan an- 
nually contracted, and the one per cent 
destined for the extinction of its prin- 
cipal, by means of indirect taxes which 
thereafter foimed part of the penna- 
nent revenue of the country till the 
debt was extiugvushed. But botli Lord 
n. Petty and Lord Castlereagh seeifi 
to have imagined that the time had 
now arri'v ed when it w’ould be difficult, 
if not impossible, to raise any increased 
revenue iji this foiTn ; and accordingly 
the plans of both were^characterised 
by the great and decisive step of pro- 
viding lor the charges of future debt, 
not by indirect and penuanent taxes, 
but by other means imposing nef addi- 
tionalynvsf /Ai burden on the country, but 
of course, for that very reason, trench- 
ing on its vlirrnate resources. The for- 
mer proposed to do this by mortgaging 
the war taxes lor the chaiges of all the 
debt which might hereafter be con- 
tracted, and rtjndering the amount of 
those taxes thus mortgaged a perma- 
nent part of the peace revenue; the 

- WAYS AKI> MEAKS. 


Tiaud and malt, . . , £2,750,000 

Stirpliia of Consolidated Fund, 3, 500, 000 

War taxes, .... 10,800,000 

I^t.ttery 320,000 

■Vote of credit, . . 8,000,000 

Ijoan ltL000,OOO 

SiuiilusoflSOS, . . . ^171,000 


£41,541,000 

—Part. JOeb. viii. 1076. 


latter, by leaving untouched the 
iaiiiss, but approbating to the intorb 
of future Ipans of the present 

ing-fund, and thereby impainng a 
p^, pot, donate antexft its efficiency »u 
the return 'X>f Both implied a 

deviation imm thi^ cardinal point of 
Mr Pitt’t system, the providing for the 
discliar^ of the interest of all debts 
out cjr tdxm rdigiomly »et 

for jjterpoee. And it is re- 

mai'kable, as tfi ejtample how much 
the foitunes and destinies of a state are 
often determined by* the character and 
iifo of a single ma^r-spirlt, that this 
'Vast change, fraught, as experience has 
since proved it to have been, writh the 
ruin of our financial prospects, and our 
probable ultimate^ subjugation, was si- 
multaneously proposed by the leaders 
of both Whigs, end Tories, as soon as 
that great statesman andphic^ illustrious 
rival were laid in their graves. 

43. Hod the pei'iod aiTived whsn it 
totally impossible to provide for 

the charges of new loans by progres- 
sive additions to the ^eace iwenue, 
this change^owever prejudicial, would 
not have been a matter of regret more 
than any other usgivoidable calamity. 
But expe2*ience has ifow sufficiently de- 
monstrated, that this was very far in- 
deed from being the case; for, down 
to the very end of the w'ar, nevf taxes 
were imposed^to an extent that, a 
pri^my would have been thought im- 
possible. In the years 1813 and 1814, 
the sums annually I'wiaed by taxatiop 
exceeded seventy millions a-ycar. As 
it was, therefore, the discussions which 
ensued on the rival finance projects of 
Loiri ft. Petty and Lord Castlereagh 
unnecessarily gave the first aude shock 
to the firm and provident system of 
Mr Pitt’s finance, by breaking dovm 
the barrier which had hitheito kept 
the funds destined for the discharge 
of the debt sacred from the avidity and 
shortsighted desires of the people, and 
accustoming them to regard both the re- 
venue set apaiiJifor that purpose, and the 
wartimes during peace, as a fund to 
which they might have recourse to re- 
lieve the war pressure of the moment. 

44. the two> if it had bec^ime ne- 
cessary to mahe choice of one or others 
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tbe B^dtem of !li|rd R^rj Pet^y was (|ib Whi^ adoiiinlstratioa has heen» it 
thB most manly audstateBmanlikoii^th wall not m all probability be a*egreited 
reference to domestio administration, by the reflecting reader. ^It .is not as 
inasmuch as it wa/ not oaloulated to the record of mere eyents, but of 
tij^ch upon the sinking-fund, until it thoughts and the«*progress of opinion, 
had become equal to the loans annu- that history is Valuable; and, indepen* 
jdly {Contracted, by which means the dent of the importance of the changes 
increase of the amount of tbs. whole which have hf^en discuss^ upon the 
debt^ after that period, would have future history of. the empire,* they are 
been rendered impossible ; |ud propos* in an especial manner worthy of at- 
ed, in the mean time, tq pledge 1h.e tention, as embodying the piincipal 
war taxes for the interest end charges d^estic designs of tho great paity 
of the sums borrowed. Whereas that wnich, after so long a seclusion from 
of Xord Caatlereagh proposed at once office, at that period held the of 
to ky violent hands upon the sinking- power ; and which, besides the acknow* 
ftind for the charges of all future loans,' ledged ability of its leaders, embraced 
apd yet give the nation the full benefit a large portion of the thought and 
of the i*emission of all the wai- taxes learning of the state. And upon an 
on the retuni of p^ce. The former attentive consideration of these mca- 
systeni, however, though well adapted surej, it mi^st be obvious to the can- 
to a state of unifoim and long-contin- did reader that they were founded on 
ued hostility, was totally unsuitable to just principles, and directed to impor- 
the varying circumstances and fleeting taut ends ; that humanity and benevo- 
changes which were likely to ensue in lenco breathed in their spirit, and wis- 
the course of the contest in which tl^p doin and f(»resight regulated their cxe- 
natiou was actually engaged ; and by cution. Above all, they u ei-e choi-ac- 
encouraging a morbid sensitiveness to tensed, equally with the mc-asures of 
any extraordinary advances at a parti- Mr Pitt, by that regard for the future, 
oulai’ time beyond what the general and resolution to submit to present 
system warranted, swas too likely to evils for the sake of ultimate advan- 
occasion the loss ol the fairest opportu* tage, which is the mainspring of all 
uities of bringing it to a successful tliat is really great or good, both in in- 
issne. Of this unhappy tendency the dividuals and nations. Oii comparing 
issue the war in Poland, starved out, the statesm^^jlikc measures of the 
as wp shall presently it w»as, by an Whigs at that period in England, with 
ill judged economy on the part •of the frantic innovations which tore so- 
Greut Britain, afiToided a memorable ciety in pieces in France at tlie corn- 
example. And in the habit acquired mencemeiit of the Revolution, or which 
by the nation in these discussions to have been urged by the Chartists and 
regard the sinking-fund, not as a sacred Socialists in later times in Great Bri* 
deposit set apart, like the life-insur- tain, the difference appears prodigious, 
ance of an individual, for the benefit and is highly deserving of attention, 
of posterity, but as an source wht .h Thence may be leai'iied both the im- 
he instantly rendered avaiUtUt poitent* tendency of free institutions 
/or /yrcsenf is to be found the to modify those ardent aspirations 

remote cause of the great change of after equality which, when generally 
1813 in our financial policy, and the diffused, are, of all other political pas- 
total depai*ture from any regular sys- sions, the most fatal to the cause of 
tern for the redemption of the public freedom, and the wide difl’erenoe be- 
debt — a chango which is perhaps to tween the chastened effoits of a liberal 
be regarded as the gi^atest evil en- spirit, W’hen guided by aristocratic 
tailed upon the nation by the nionied power, and modifying, not governing, 
embarrassments and democratic asoen- the measures of goyerament— and the 
dancy of later times. wild excesses or atrocious crimes, de- 

45. Itf^ng as the preceding '’’affiiniary structive at once to present and future 
of ike, principal domestic measures of generations, which spring from the sur- 
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r^der of tihe actual dirMiou of ^ains ilia powder m deet vm 
to tlie humediate control or tiie pai^l^ma mol^t blown aw«^ in xte fix*st five dnjs** 
of the people* firing ; inia«nohkfctool« were 

46. It remaina to detail, with a very and fourthouBandireguki: troops, with 
different measure Wf encenllhmi the twenty ptep^ of cannon, a force fuQy 
m’incipal foreign transaddone of the equal to that of the besiegers, were ra* 
Whig adminietantipn, firom the period pidly ajpproeching to raise the siege, 
when Uie Frudslon war commenced on In these critical drcumstauces Au^- 
the contineift of Europe* muty resolved to hazard an assault, 

It has been already mentioned how though thejbreach could as yet scarcely 
Sir Home I^pham, without authority be called practicable ; and orders were 
fram the Britishgov^ment, proceed^ issued for the attach an hour before 
from the Cape of Good Hope toBujsnos daybreak. Owing to the dai'kness of 
Ayres wath a small military force, and the night the head (fi the column miss* 
how disastrous this ‘ ejtp^tion ulti^ ed the breach, and remained under the 
mately was. But the general trans- tamparte for twenty minutes exposed 
I)orts of joy at the brilliant prospects to a heavy fire, eveiy shot of which 
which ibis acquisition was supposed to told in their dense ranks. As the day 
open to British commerce, were so ex* dawned, however,ijt was discovered by 
cessive, that government, *while ^ey Captain Benny, of the 4Uth regiment, 
very properly brought Sir Home to a who fell gloriously as he mounted it : 
court-martial for his unauthorised pro- the tit>ops, emulating his blight ex- 
ceeding, which in March 1807 repri- ample, rushed in with irresistible vio- 
manded him for bia conduct, had not Icnce, cleared the streets of all the son- 
firmness enough to withstand the gene- imn which had been placed to enhlado 
ml wdsli that an expedition should be them, and mad© prisoners all the enw*- 
sent to the river La Plata, to wipe rny who attempted any resistance. In 
away tlie disgi'aoe w-hicb had there this glorioiis storm, the loss of the 
been incuntd by the British arms, and* British was about six hundred, bufc 
KiiiK'x such lucmtive dependencies to twice that numbef of the enemy fell, 
the British crown. Ko sooner, accord- and two thousand made prisoners, 
ingly, had it become evident, from the besides a thousand who escaped in 
failure of the negotiations for peace at boats ; so that the numbers of the gor- 
I’aris, that a protracted SU’uggle was to rison at first had been greateF than 
be apprehended, than a reinforcement that .of the besVghig force. 
oi three thousand men was sent to the 47. It would have been well for the 
Bx'itish troops in that quarter, under British arms, if their attempts on South 
the command of Sir Samuel Auclllnuty. America had terminated here ; but th^ 
On wriving at the Rio de la Plata, he discomfiture of Sir Home PopLam’s ex- 
found the remnant of the English force pedition to the Rio de la Plata, unhap- 
cooped np in Maldonado, with hardly pily led both the government and the 
any provisions, and daily exposed to nation conceive, that the honour of 
the insulfca of ihe accomplished horscj- the British arms was implic*jfced in re- 
mttn of that countiy. Deeming that gaining the gi’ouud they had lost in 
town unfit for being rendered a depot that quarter. With this view an addi- 
and place of security for the army, Sir tional expedition, under the command 
Samuel resolved to direct his forces of General Craufurd, consisting of four 
against Monte Video — a fortified sea- thousand two hundred men, which had 
port, admirably calculated for all these been sent out in the end of October ? 
jmrposes. After great difficulties, the 1 806, destined originally to effect the 
troops were transported to tliat neigh- conquest of Clfili, on the other side of 
boiirhood; but, on commencing the Cape Horn, was, when news arrived of 
siege, great and apparently insurtjaount- the expulsion of the Engbsh from 
able difficulties wore encountered. The Buenos Ayres, ordered to stop short, 
defences of the place were found to be and at^ftpi^ the reoonquest of ^lat im- 
much stronger than had been expected ; portant city. General Craufurd, agree- 
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ably to these oVdera, made sail fop the 
lUo de la Platc^ and effected a junc|Eon 
with Sit- Satnudl Aachiniity at Monte 
Video in the begimaip^ of June. As 
tbo united force now amounted to above 
nine thousand men, it was doomed 
disable to make an immediate attempt 
on Bu^os Ayres ; and, in pursuance of 
express directions from ^vemment, 
the command of the force mr this pur- 
pose was given to Geueml Ivhitejocke.* 
That officer arrived at Monte Video 
on the 9th May, and prepamtions 
were immediately made for the pro- 
posed entei’prise, 

48. The force which set out on thi4’ 
expedition consisted of seven thousand 
eight hundred effective men, with 
eighteen pieces of fie^d artillery. After 
sevei-al fatiguing marches, the whole 
reached Reduction, a village about nine 
miles from Bueuos Ayres, and having 
maiKBiivred so as to deceive the enemy 
as to the real point of passage, suc- 
ceeded in crossing the river, with ve^y 
little loss, at Passo Chico.^ The army 
having been assembled on the right 
bank, orders -were given hr a general 
attack on the towm. Great prepara- 
tions for defence hiu^. been made by the 
inliabitants ; abo^^e two hundred pieces 
of cannon were disposed, in advanta- 
geous situations, in the principal streets, 
and ifAeen thousand armed men were 
stationed on the flat ro(is c>f the houses, 
to poiir their destructive volleys on the 
columns who might advance to the at- 
ijack. Tliti measures of the English gen- 
eml, so' far from being calculated to 
meet this danger, the magnitude of 
which is well known to all experienced 
militaiy men, betrayed a fatal and over- 
weening ^ntempt f<n' his opponents. 
The different columns of attack were 
directed to advance by th<L principal 
sti’eets to the great square near the river 
l^lata ; but, by an inconceivable over- 

* “ As it has btou thought advisahlo/' 
said Mr Windham m hia official orders, 

that an officer ot high .rsfik, as well as tal- 
ent and judgmeiit, should be sent it> take 
the command of lus Miycsty's forces in 
South America, it was hia Majesty's pleasure 
to make choice for that jiurpose of General 
Whitelocke .” — Mr Windham's Instructions to 
General Whvldocke, 6th March 18<5r, fWn Reg. 
1807, 210. 


sight, they ware not allowed to load their 
pieces, and no firing was permitted till 
they had reached tne fiua} place of their 
destination. The consequence was, that 
those braHcuen W€!re exposed, as they 
adRranoed through the long Streets lesu^ 
ing to the great s<^uare, without the 
possibility of returning it, to a destruc- 
tive shower of miiisketry, haAd-grenadofr, 
abd atones fi'oin the tops of the houses, 
all of which were fiat and covered with 
smarmed and enthusiastic population ; 
while strong barticades were drawn at 
intervals across the streets, guarded by 
a plentiful oiray bf heavy aitilleiy. 

49. Notwithstanding all these ob- 
stacles, however, the foiinidable nature 
of which was so fatally experienced by 
the royal guard of Charles X. in the 
streets of JParts in 1830, Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty, by a vigorous attack on the 
right, made himself master of the Plaza 
de Toros, took eighty two pieces of can- 
non, au immense quantity of ammuui- 
tioii, aud six hundi*ed prisoners. Gen- 
erjil Whitelocke himself had gained 
possession of an advanced post in the 
centre, and the Recedencia, a com- 
manding station on the left, had also 
fallen into the hands of the Bi-itish. 
But these advantages were dearly pur- 
chased ; and in other quarters the 
plunging fire to which the troops were 
exposed, witki>ut the possibility of re- 
turning it, had proved bo destructive, 
that three regiuieiits had been com- 
pelled to lay down their arms, aud the 
attacking force was weakened by the loss 
of tv'enty-five liundred men. On tho 
following morning the Spanish general, 
Liniercs, offered to restore all the pri- 
soners who had been taken, on condi- 
tion that the British forces should 
withdraw altogether fi’om Monte V ideo, 
and all the settlements which they held 
on the Rio de la Plata. Such was tho 
consternation produced by the disas- 
ten? of the preceding day, and such the 
difijculties with which the further pro- 
secution of the enterprise apj>eared to 
be attended, that, notwithstanding the 
brilliant success of Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty, ^.and the capture of so large a 
portion of the enemy's artillery, these 
term.s were agreed to, and a capitula- 
tion, in virtue of which the whole Brit- 
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ish ti'oope were wi^drawb from ihe 
river Plata, was aigniad on the follow- 
ing day. • 

50. The puhlio i^^gualipi^* khew no 
bounds when the cdemitoUS issue ^ 
this etpedition was 'made known m 
Great Britain ; and the ontoiy was the 
more vehem|nt^ from the gflorious sue- 
cesses at Monte Video haying inspired 
the people with an unreasonably low 
opinion of 'die South American forcea 
So violent was the etoaour, that 
©rnment, in order to appease it, were 
compelled to bring General Whitelocke 
to trial; and the court-martial which in- 
vestigated the charges brought against 
him in Jannary l309, sentenced him to 
be cashiered and dismissed from his 
Majesty’s service. No opinion, how- 
ever, can be formed of the^eal merits 
of the case from this decision, whatever 
may have been the respectability of the 
officers comiiosiug it ; for such was the 
happy ignorance which then generally 
pi’evailed in Gi'eat Britain on militaiy 
subjects, that the members of the court- 
martial required to be told w'hat the 
right bank of a river iu military lan- 
guage means; and such is frequent^ 
the vehemence and unreasonableness 
of the public mind in England, on such 
occasioue, that the strength of scarcely 
any intellect is equal to withstanding 
the torrent. The exampes, also, of 
Saragossa, Geroua, and Paris have, 
since that time, abundantly demon- 
strated that the resistance of an uisur- 
gent population, in barricaded streets 
and on the i-oofe of stone houses, is 
often extremely foimidable, even to 
powerful boities of disciplined troops. 

61. But on a calm retrospect of these 
transactions, at this distance of time, 
it cannot he denied that an energetic 
and skilful general might, in all proba- 
bility, have extricated the British army, 
if not with honour, at least without 
disgrace, from this ill-concerted enter- 
prise, The order to traverse the streets 
W'ilh muskets unloaded, after a despe- 
rate resistance was prepared and fore- 
seen, though expressly approved of by 
the court-martial, seems hardly iIjcou- 
cilablo to any rule of military policy 
or common souse ; and above all, the 
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omlttioii to take advilbtage of great 
Budfiees of Sir >001:01314 Auchmuty, and 
the ppwerfuH pi mt^ery 'which 
ho had captured, if oot to ach^e suc- 
C8B8, at to avert diehonour, must 
juetly. he eonsidered oO a matter of re- 
proOch to the British general Much 
allowance mu«^ however, be made for 
the critical situation of on inexperi- 
enced lounged, in ^ first essay 

in a separam oommand, in difficulties 
under which the intellects of Marmont 
and Lefebvre Bubeeqikently reeled. But 
the same excuse cannot be made for 
the government, which eolected for so 
important a service an officer unknown 
to fame, when many others had proved 
their capacity evju in the compara- 
tively inconsiderwie military opera- 
tions in which England had hitherto 
been engaged.** But thjs weight of 
secret parliamentary influence u the 
inherent bane of a free constitution ; 
it appeared afterwards, on a still greater 
sette, on occasion of the Walcheren ex- 
pedition, and continued to paralyse ail 
the military operations of England, till 
the commanding genius of Welhn^ou 
burst through the ^ammels, and fixed 
the flickering light oMts glory in a star 
of unquenchable lustre. 

52. In other colonial transactions, the 
British arms during this admirAstra- 
tion were more prosperous. Cura^oa, 
early in the year, was taken, with 
hardly any resistance, by a squadron 
of frigates under the command of Cap- 
tain Brisbane ; the advantages of shar-* 
ing in British commerce, and obtaining 
the protection of the British flag, hav- 
ing no\’* disposed the planters, iu all 
the colonial posseasious of other states, 
to vimge themselves under its oanners. 
Soon after, a reguhu: constitution W'as 

* The appointment of General Whitelocke 
over the head of Sir Samuel Anchmuty, tlio 
hero of Monte Video, appears the stroni^est 
(•confirmation of these remarks, but in reality 
It is not so; for that town was stormed on, 
Feb. 2, and General Whitelocke’s appoint- 
ment is dated MarAi 6, in the e-nne year ; so 
that tho Vine was not known when the other 
took place. Ii is tlie overlooking tho many 
officers who had distinguished themselves in. 
Egypt, India, and at Mnida, which forma 
the real i^jjjjygppch to the British gove^timent 
on this occasion. 

2 A 
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proclaimed m Higti, by, wtich alatery 
was for, ever abofijdied ; properljy fcad 
persona were pbioed the safe* 

gnard of the law ; the iSrst; magiBtra;fc0 
of the xepubliq ivas dedared the gei^a- 
raliaaiuk) of its foroes by sea and land; 
and a code eatablii^^, brea^ung a 
spirit of wisdom, philanthropy, and 
moderation. The establishm^t of such 
a republican govemmanV coming ao 
BOOH after the heroic PeoiOTance which 
the negroes had oppoa^ to the at- 
tempt at their spbjtlgatiott by Napo- 
leon, would have been a subject of the 
highest interest, and deserving of th^ 
warmest sympathy of every friend to 
humanity, were it not that experience 
has since abundiintly proved, what hiS' 
torical infoiination 'might even then 
have too clearly led the well-informed 
to anticipate, „that all such attempts at 
the regeneration of mankind by sudden 
changes, are not only delusive, but per- 
nicious; that to give to savages the liber- 
ty and institutions of civilisation, is ‘to 
consign them to immediate sufTering 
and ultimate slavery ; and that every 
attempt io transfer at ohce into one 
age or nation the^ institutions of an- 
other, is as ha^>eiess a task as to 
expect in the nursery -seedling the' 
strengtli and solidity of the aged oak, 
or inBuibe buoyancy and irreflection of 
childhood the steadiness and perseve- 
rance of maturor years. 

53. This untoward expedition to the 
shores of the La Plata was not the only 
bne which brought disgrace upon the 
arms of England at this period — enter- 
imses equally unfortunate took place 
both on the shores of the Btsphon^a 
and the J^auks of the Nile. It h^s been 
already mentioned, that llustla had 
unhappily selected the moment when 
the Prussian war, if not actually com- 
menced, was Bi least obvioudy ap- 
proaching, to invade the provinces of 
WfJlachia and Moldavia by the aimy 
of General Michelson, and we have 
noticed tlie disastrous |jffeot which that 
distraction of force had upon the issue 
of the contest on the Vistula. This 
irruption, however ill-timed or impru- 
dent, ^when so serious J^.war nearer 
home awaited the Russian" was 

not, however, unjustifiable ; on the 


contrary, ft was |n*pvoked by the am- 
bitkm of the Frsneh gt^vemment, and 
tibe intrigues of aqabassador at 
Constantinople/ Y,^ol^ by pmeipitat- 
ine the Div^m iuton breach of the ex- 
unng treaty with the ooutt of Russhir, 
gave to that power too plausible a 
ground for resuming its long-oherished 
schemes of ambition on tim banks of 
the Danube. 

54. By the treaty of Jlwsy, which 
t€lmiinated the bloody and disastrous 
war which the Turks had long waged 
with the might of Muscovy and the 
genius of Suwarroff, it had beem cove- 
nanted that the hospodars, or gover- 
nors, of WoUachia and Moldavia should 
not be dismissed from their high func- 
tions for the space of seven years ; and, 
by the supplementary treaty of 24th 
September 1 802, it had been expressly 
stipulated, in addition, that they shoiUd 
not be removed without the consent of 
Russia. No sooner, however, had it 
become evident to Napoleon that a 
war was impending with Prussia and 
Russia, than he despatched a firm and 
skilful ambassador to Constantinople, 
with instructions to do everything in 
his power to produces rupture bettwem 
the Turks and Russians, uad in this 
manner effect a powerful diversion to 
the Muscovi^ forces on the banks of 
the Danube?' This diplomatic agent 
was General Sebastiani, a military offi- 
cer of great experience, and whose sub- 
tile tnd penetrating genius, formerly 
nourished in a cloister, and since ma- 
tured amid the experience of camps, 
was admirably adapted for the mingled 
acuteness and resolution required in 
the mission with which he was now 
intrusted. His secret instructions were, 
in the first instance, to endeavour to 
procure the dismissal from the govem- 
meni. of these provinces of the Princes 
Ipsilanti and Morusi, who w'ere in the 
interest of Russia, and place in their 
stead princes of the rival families of 
Suzzo and Oallimachi, wlio it was 
known would incline to the French 
alliance. 

56*' When Sebastiani arrived at the 
Turkish capital, in August 1806, he 
found matters in a situation extremely 
favourable to the attainment of these 
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ol)j6cts. The Stiltaun, In hia attempta 
to introduce the ^tn;!<^an tactics and 
discipline int* Ms fumtieS, ^ the need 
of which the recent wars with Russia 
had affot^ded repeat& and* fatal eatpe* 
fience^and of which a detaOnd aoooimt 
will be given in a (diapter^ had 

become emban-assod with very serioi;^ 
difficulties ? He found himself obsti- 
nately resisted not only by the proud 
and oisorddliy bands of the Janizaries, 
but by that powerM party in all ijae 
Ottoman provinces who were attached 
to their national and religious institu- 
tions, and regarded the introduction 
of European customs, whether into the 
army f»r the state, as the first step to 
national ruin. In this extremity, he 
gladly embraced the proffiei’ed council 
Hud assistance of the Freinib ambi&sa- 
dor, who represented a power which 
naturally connected itself with the in- 
novating party in ^very other state, 
and whose poweiful armaments, al- 
ready stationed in Dalmatia, promised 
the only effectual aid which could be 
looked for from the European nations 
against tlie Turkish malcontents, whom 
it was well known Russia was disposed 
t(» support. The difficulty arising from 
the necessity, in terms of the treat}', of 
coiisultiug liu$sia in regard to the re- 
moval of the obnoxious hoepodars, was 
strongly felt ; but the ar^f Sebastiani 
prevailed over every difficulty. At a 
private conference with the fcjultaun in 
})ersoii, he succeeded in persuading that 
unsuspecting sovereign that the clause 
in the conveution of 1802 applied only 
to the removal of the waiwodes on the 
ground of maladministration in their 
reypective provinces, but could not ex- 
tend to a where it was called for 
by the geiiei'u: interests of the empire ; 
and that the pi*esent was an instance of 
the latter description, from the noto- 
rious intrigues of those princes with 
the hereditary anemiea of the Ottoman 
faith : and, in pursuance of these re- 
presentations, a hatti-schoriff appeared 
on the SOth August, dismissing the 
reigning hospodars, and appointing 
Princes Suzzo and Oallimachi iu<^heir 
room. 

56. This decisive step was taken by 
the Sublime Porte not only without the 


contiurrence of Russif, but without the 
kn^Udge of any members of the di- 
plomatic body it iSenstantiuc^e ; and 
as its immeoiiiito effect in producing 
a rapture between the Divan and the 
eourt of St Petersburg was distin^Uy 
foreseen, the effi»ctprodimed ^ its pro- 
mulgation tw very great The Rus- 
sian ambassador, M. Italinski, loudly 
complaineib of the infraction of the 
treaty, in wl/ich he was pow'erfally sup- 
ported by Mr Atbtjithnot, the minister 
of Great Britain, openly ihreaten- 
ed an imxnediate attack on the Turk- 
ish ca^tal from the fleets of their 
respeorive sovereigns. Sebastiani, how- 
ever, skilfully availed himself of the 
advantages Which the course of events 
gave him, to seeffire and increase the 
French influence with the Divan. No 
sooner, therefore, did intelligonoe ar- 
rive of the refusal of ‘the Russian 
government to ratify the treaty cou 
eluded by d'Oubril at Paris, than he 
rbaiewed-luB efforts, and, representing 
the cause of France as now identified 
with that, of the Sublime Foi’t^, loudly 
demanded that the Bosphorus should 
be closed to Russian vessels of war or 
transpoits, and aift>punced that any 
continuation or renewal of alliance with 
England or Russia would be cousider- 
ed as a declaration of war againft the 
French Emperon These remonstrances 
proved successail ; and a few days 
afterwards a Russian brig, which pre- 
sented itself at the month of the Bos- 
phorus, was denied admission. These* 
measures irritated so violently the Rus- 
sian ambassador, that he embarked on 
board :^e English frigate Canopus, 
and threatened instantly to leave the 
harbour, if the dismissed iffispodars 
were not forthwith reinstated in their 
possessions. In these efforts he was 
powerfully seconded by Mr Wellesley 
Pole, who, in the absence of Mr Ar- 
buthnot, detained by fever at Buynck- 
dere, presented himself before the 
Divan in has rid^ng-dresa, with a whip 
in hia b^md, and peremp1x)rily announ- 
ced, that if the demands of Russia 
%vere not instantly acceded to, a British 
fleet would^fcer the Dardanelles and 
lay theiM^rtu in ashes. Intinjfdated 
by this bold language, aa well as the 
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hftughiy air of ik% pennon Wbo tiB^ ii, 
aiid ^etretly awai'e of tlio wieakaesi of 
the defences of the ihiijMoq tliat side, 
the oOhneetlorB of ^liio 
a tclmporary concession to the demanda 
of the allied powers ; the hoepodars 
were reinstated in their governments, 
and ample promises made to the Rus- 
sian ambassador of satisfaction for all 
his demands.' But these (ionoiliatory 
measntes were only intended to 
time ; and in a secret conference with 
Sebastiani. the Snltatin informed that 
minister that he had only yielded to 
the storm till he was in a condition 
to brave it, and that his policy, as well 
as his inclinations, inseparably united 
him with the Emperor Napoleon. 

67. Matters wereltiow, to all appear- 
ance, accommodated between the Divan 
and the cabinet of St Petersburg ; but 
the great distance between the two 
capitals brought on a rupture when all 
cases of irritation had ceased, at tho 
point w'here their intei’ests come into 
collision. As soon as intelligence of 
the dismissal of the hospodars reached 
the Russian cabinet, thej despatched 
orders to Genei*al Michelson, whenever 
his preparation^ ^ere completed, to 
enter the Turkish territory ; and when 
intelligence w as received of their being 
reinisfated on the 15th October, which 
did not arrive at the^Russian capital 
till the beginning of November, it w'as 
too late to prevent the fulfilment of 
the prt>viou8 orders and the commence- 
•ment of hostilities. Michelson accord- 
ingly entered Moldavia on the 23d 
November, and having once drawn the 
sword, the cal>inet of St P^orsburg 
had not sufficient confidence in the 
sincerity of this forced submir^e^on on 
the part of the Sublime Porte, to re- 
store it to its sheath ; or possibly tney 
were not soiTy of an opportunity of 
extending themselves towai'ds the Dan- 
ube, and advancing their permanent 
schemes of conquest towards Constan- 
tinople. Notwithsta^^ding the restora- 
tion of the hospodam, therefqre, their 
armies continued to advance, driving 
the Turks before them, to the no small 
confusion of M. Italins]b,^bo had uni- 
fonnty declared, both in^ Public and 
private, that, as soon as that event was 


kimwn at St their march 

would be countermah^ci 

5$. Bebastiani^ made the 

best use of this how ulEQUs^fiable in- 
irasion, as w%U as ht the eonsiet^tiofii 
pdSdo^ by the viotories of Najpoleotf 
in Prussia, to k^reaee fhe French in- 
fiuenoe with the Divan. Be strongly 
represented that this weli the time, 
when Russia was already hard pressed 
by the victorious anns oPihe French 
E|npei*or on the Vistula, to throw their 
weight into the scale, and regain, in a 
single successful campai^, the infiu- 
ence and possessions which had been 
wrested from them by their inveterate 
enetnies during moi’e than a centuiy of 
previous misfortunes. Persuaded by 
such jilausible arguments, and irritated 
at the conStnued stay of the Russian 
troops in the piinolpalitids, after the 
causes which had justified their en- 
trance into them ^nd ceased, the hesi- 
tation of the Divan w^as at length over- 
come, and war was formally declared 
against Russia in the end of the year. 
To protect the Muscovite ambassador 
from the fury of the Mussiilmans, 
which was now’ fully ai'oused, the Sul- 
taun stationed a guard of janizaries 
over his palace. Mr Arbuthnot strongly 
i*emoii8trRted against his being sent, 
according to iu*evioiiR custom, to the 
Seven Towefs. General Sebasfciani had 
the generosity to employ his powerful 
influence for the same purpose ; and, 
by tl^^ir united i nil ueace, this barbarous 
practice was discontinued, and M. Ital- 
int^ki was permitted to embark onboard 
the English frigate Canoi)u.s, by wdiieh 
he was soon after conveyed into Italy, 
Less humane, however, towai’ds his 
own satrajis tjhan towards the ambas- 
sadors of his enemies, the Snltaun 
despatched his messengers wuth the 
bowstring to Prince Ipsilanti ; but that 
nobleman, in whom energy of mind 
supplied the w’anb of bodily strength, 
succeeded in throwing down the exe- 
cutioners after they had got hold of 
his person, and had tho good fortune 
to escape into Russia. 

5ft Though war was thus resolved 
on. the Porte was far from being in a 
condition at the moment to oppose any 
effiectual resistance to the powerful 
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army of General' ^cMbot), li^^ted np on the aopt^em, frontier, of 

entered tbe of WaBiiebia The navel forcee of 

and It^oldavi*. Forty tbownd E^aien land to ^e precisely cfdet;i|iE^ 

troops, amply, proji^^ with eve^ od to object; and as tl^ 

necessary, woro iTJ^istiblh Ifoldairia ^re cruising at no greet distance in 
Vas speedily overrtm; the iriofcori#us, the i^geeu Bea, it was hoped that a 
bauda, following Op ^etr suocssa, en- vigorous deniohsla-stipn against Con- 
tered Wallaohia ; a tumoltqary force stantiiiople might at once tterminate 
whidi the Tflfeha of Boudohotmh had the contest in that quarter. AppHca- 
raised to arrest their progress was de- tion was made to the British goveru- 
feated ; an^ Bucharest, the capital of ment for this purpose ; and the cabinet 
the latter province, and a city contiiin- of St James'^ however nnwillbg, un- 
ing eighty thousand inhabitants, fell der the direction of Mr Vox^a succes- 
into their hands. Before the end of sors, to engage in ahy military enter- 
the year, and before war had been for- ^prises in conjunction with the Conti' 
tnally declared on either side, they nental powers, was not aveise to the 
were already master** of all the tern- employment of its naval forces in sup- 
tory to the north of the Danube ; and port of the dteminon cause, They 
their outposts, preparing to cross that the necessity of <lbiag something, after 
river, were in communi«;ation Vifch the refusal of both subsidies aud laud 
Czerni George, the chief of Servia, who forces to Bussia, to convince that 
had revolted from ^e Grand Seignior, power of tbe sincerity of its desire 
defeated his forces in several encoun- with its appropriate weapons to mni as- 
ters, and was at this time engaged in tain the contest Instruction%\tbk.re- 
tlio siege of the important fortress of fwe, were given to Sir John Duck- * 
Belgrade. vrorth, who at the close of the ) ' 

60. The rapidity and magnitude of was cruising off Ferrol wdtli four ships 
these successes, however, w’as the »tc of the line, ^^o proceed forthwith to the 
casion of no small disquietude to the mouth of the llardaiielles, where Ad> 
court of St Petersburg. They had miral Louis was al'widystetioned with 
now felt the weight of the French three line-of- battle snips aud four fng- 
troops on the Vistula; tlieir aims htul ates ; and his orders wei*e to foxoe the 
retired from doubtful a^d well-debated passage of these celebrated strains, fuid 
fields at Golymm antft'ultusk ; and CK>mpel the Timks, by the threat of an 
they bad become sensible of the im- immediate bombardment, into a re- 
prudenco of engaging at the same time linquishment of the Fi'euch, aud adop- 
in another contest, and disperayg on tionof the Russian and English alliance, 
the banks of the Danube thcftroops bo 61. The Hellespont or Dardanelles, 
imperiously required for the defence which, from the days of Homer and the 
of their own frontier. Already an or- war of Tltiy to these times, has been 
der had been despatched to recall four the theatre of the most important 
divisions to suppiort the extreme left operations in which the fates of Europe 
of the aitn/ in Poland, whose aiTival and Asia were concerned, is formed by 
and operni ions under Essen, against the nan*ow strait through which the 
Savary «t Ostroleuka, have already waters of the Black Sea discharge 
been noticed. But this was not sufii- thomselveB from the lesser exijanse of 
cient ; their diminished forces on the Marmora into the Mediterranean. Its 
Danube might be exposed to serious breadth vanes from one to three miles ; 
danger from the efforts, and now fully but its course, which is very winding, 
aroused national spirit, of the Turks ; amounts to nearly thirty ; and the 
and as the duration of the contest anth many^projecting headljuids which ad- 
France could not be foi’eseen, it was of vance into the stream, uffbixl the most 
the utmost moment to deprive the favourable stations for the erection of 
Emper'or Napoleon of that powerful batteries. bauks ai*o less precipit- 
co-operation w^hich he was likely to oiis ilW^neautiful than thos# of the 
derive from the war so imprudently Bosj^horus — which is the appellation 
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bestowed oa tbe jjiili ^ore Insdd igad 
roxn^io wbi<^b uttites the 

Bea of llannota to .tbie Euxine— but 
they ^os$o^ bbth. iptm historical as- 
sociiatioa ^d variety, the hip- 
est iatesM; few tNsrsousivho have 

receive^ eveu the rudiments of educa- 
tion can threiad their devious way 
through the winding channel and smil* 
ing ateeps, which resemble ^he shores 
of an inland Ishe rathei than the 
boundary of two continents, without 
recurring in imagination to the exploits 
of Ajax and Achilfes, whose tombs still 
stand at the entrance of the sti^ait;^ 
the' loves of Hero and Leander, yet 
fresh in the songs of the boatmen ; the 
memorable contests of which it was the 
theatre during the B/zantine empire, 
the glowing picture by Gibbon of the 
Latin Cinisade, the inimitable pictures 
by Lamartine* of its romantic scenes, 
and the thrilling verses of Lord Byron 
on its classic shores. 

* 62. The fortifications of these im- 
portant straits, the real gates of Con- 
stantinople, had been allowed to fall 
into disrepair. The Castle of Europe 
and Asia, indeed, still stood in frown- 
ing majesty to as^rt, the dominion of 
the Crescent at the narrowest part of 
the passage ; but their ramparts were 
antiquated, their guns in part dis- 
mounted, and such as remained, though 
of enormous calibre, mtls calculated 
to answer the x*apidity and precision 
of an English broadside. The efforts 
of Sebastiani, seconded by the spirit 
of the Turks, whose religious enthusi- 
asm was now fully awakened, had en- 
deavoured in vain to attract JJie at- 
tention of the Divan to the danger 
which thilatened them in this quarter. 
True to the Mussulmau principle of 
foreseeing nothing, and judging only of 
the future by the past, they bent tbcir 
whole attention to the war on the Dan- 
ube, and despatched all their dispos- 
able forces to arrest the progresSt of the 
Servians and Ozerui Qwrge, when a 
redoubtable enemy tl$eateued,them 
with destruction at the mouth of the 
Dardanelles. Duly informed of these 
circuinstanees, Mr Arbuthnot was no 
sooner ^^pprised of the arr^M^f Sir 
John Duckworth off Tenedos, than he 


detzvered ibe nltima^m of Great Bri- 
tflin, which was the immediate dismis- 
sals M. Sebastiani^ the«iaccQSsiou ot 
Turkey to the alliance of Russia and 
Great Britah^ and opening of the 
Dardanelles to the vesaels of Russia,* 
These offers were peremptorily de- 
clined, and their refusal accompeinied 
by a significant hint frotn General Se- 
Iwstiani, that the Berlin decree, recent- 
ly received at the Turkirii *feapital, re- 
quire the immediate arrest of all 
British subjects in all the territori^ of 
the allies of France, arid that Turkey 
ims one of theee aUies* Deeming his 
stay at Constantmoplono longer secui'e, 
Mr Arbuthnot, under colour of going 
to dine with Admiral Louis, who in 
the Endymion frigate lay off Seraglio 
Point, withiirew from Constantinople, 
having first recommended his family 
to the care ^ of General Sebastiani. 
That general honourably discharged 
the trust, but he was too skilful not 
to turn to the best advantage so un- 
looked-for an occun’ence in his favour, 
and war was immediately declared by 
the Divan against Great Britain. 

63. Hitherto eveiything had second- 
ed beyond his most sanguine expecta- 
tions the efforts of the FreneU ambas- 
sador, but he was unable to persuade 
the Turkish gqveinment to take the 
requisite mea^i’es of precaution against 
this new enemy who had arisen. In 
vain be urged them instantly to put 
in rep^r the fortifications of the Dar- 
danelles ;'^'in vain he predicted an im- 
mediate formidable attack from the 
fleet of England Nothing was done 
to give additional security to the strait; 
and the Divan, persuaded that the only 
serious danger lay on the side of 
tho Danube, continued to send all 
their disposable froops in that direc- 
tion. Meanwhile the sqiiadrons of 
Sir John Duckworth and Admiral 
Louis having effected a junction off 
Tenedos, their united forces amounted 
to eight ships of the line, two frigates, 
and two bomb- vessels ; but, the Ajax 
of seventy-four guns having unfortu- 
nately «been destroyed by fire at this 
critical time, the squadron was reduced 
to seven line- of- battle ships. With 
these, however, the British admiral re- 
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Bolred to force the pasisiige^ Hfttliil 
taken his measures with much skilh 
he advanced jvith his shji|»i in single 
file kt moderate intei*vals» and with a 
fair wind, on the tocrning^f the 10th 
February^ entei^ed the straits. g 

64, So, completely, wer^ the Turks 
taken by surprise, that a feeble desuh 
tory fire aione was opened upon the 
ships as they passed ^e first batteries, 
to which the English did not deign to 
reply. But when they reached the 
Castles of Europe and Asia, where Ibe 
straits are little more than a mile broad, 
a tremendous cannonade assailed them 
on both sides, and enormous balls, 
weighing seven and eight hundred- 
weight, began to pass through the rig- 
ging. The British sailors, however, 
meanwhile were not idle ; deliberately 
aiming their guns, as the snips slowly 
and majestically moved through the 
narrow channel, thSy kept up an in- 
cessant discharge to the right and left, 
with such effect that the Turkish can- 
noneers, little accustomed to the rapid 
fire and accurate aim of modem times, 
and terrified at the crash of the shot 
on the battlements around them, took 
to flight. Following up his triumph- 
ant course, the Engliuli admiral attack- 
ed and burnt the liue-of-battle ship 
bearing the flag of the Capitau Pasha, 
lying at anchor in the sfhsita ; Sir Sid- 
ney Smith, the second in command, 
compelled four frigates to surrender, 
which were immediately after com- 
mitted to the flames ; a fifth# ai^er an 
obstinate resistance, shared the same 
fate ; and a brig, which with difficulty 
escaped from She conflagration, had 
scarcely announced the alarming tid- 
ings at Constantinople, when the Brit- 
ish fleet, With all sails set, was seen 
proudly advancing, and cast anchor off 
the Isle of Princes, within three leagues 
of Seraglio Point 

65, No words can adequately paint 
the terror which prevailed in Constan- 
tinople, when the increasing sound of 
the approaching cannonade too surely 
announced that the defences of the 
straits had been fomed; and ^hortly 
after, the distant light of the conflagi'u- 
tion gave token of rapid destruction 
of the fleet This was much increased 


when a messuge ww'* received from 
Adpiirel X)uck^rth^%alf an hom!''efiber 
his arrival, which, effcer rect^tula%g 
all the* insteueesf of fidelity, to the 
Turkleh ellianoe which Engta^ hhd 
so loxig ef^irded, conck^d by the de- 
daration that if, twen^-four hours, 
the demands ofGreat Britain were not 
acceded to, he would be reduced to 
the ^nfu| necessity of commencing 
hostilities. •The capita) was totidly de- 
fenceless, not ten guns being mounted 
on the sea batteries; and a furious 
crowd was already •assembled in the 
streets, demanding , the heads of the 
^is Bfibndi and General Sebastiani, 
the authors of all the public calamities. 
The consternation was universal; the 
danger, from havj^ig been never antici^ 
paM, was now felt with stunning fbree; 
and the Divan, having been assembled 
in the first moments off alarm, sent 
an intimation to General Sebastiam 
that no defence remained to the coital ; 
that submission was a matter ^f neces- 
Biiy ; and that, as the people regarded 
him as the author of ^ their misfor- 
tunes, his life was no longer in safety, 
and he v/ould do well instantly to leave 
the capital.* S 

66, But bis answei^was worthy of tbe^ 
great and gallant nation which he re- 
presented. Receiving the messenger of 
the Sultaun in full dress, surriihuded 
by all his euHe, he immediately re- 
plied — “ My personal danger cannot for 
an instant occupy my attention, when 
the maintenance of the Fr^ch alliance 
and ibe independence of the Ottoman 
empire ai*eat stake. 1 will not quit 
Constantinople, and I confidently ex- 
pect a'^new decision, more worthy of 
Sultaun SeHm and the Turldsh nation. 
Tell your pow^erful monarch, that he 
should not for a moment think of de- 
scending from the high rank where the 
glorious deeds of his ancestors have 
placed him, by surrendering to a few 

• The author Ixaa been informed by Sir 
Stratford Canniiig, the well-known and able 
British diplomatist at Constantinople, that it 
is ourreutly statodin the East that Sebastiani 
was at first disposed to submit, and that it 
was the Spanish ambassador's roTnonstranoes 
which awakfinod him to the eneigetic con- 
duct shed such a lustjl around 

his name. 
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SJngUeh TeAseb^ B city containing , tune 
livui^ed i thoucai^ 00^8^ and 
dantly mt^viiied w 4 l magazines and 
ammunition. Toni 5 ip^parta ate not 
yet aitnedf but l^at soon be done ; 
yoii baye wea|> 6 ns enougti— use them 
with ooutage, and rictory is secure. 
The cannon nf the English fleet may 
set fire to a part of the town— granted ; 
but without the assistance of a laud 
army, it could not take possession of 
the capital, even if you wei^a to open 
yonr gates. You sustain every year the 
ravages of accidental conflagration, and 
the more serious calamities of the 
league ; and do you now scruple at in-* 
curringthe risk of inferior losses in de- 
fence of your capital, your country, 
your holy religion ? 

6 T, This noble reply produced a 
great effect upon the Divan ; and it 
was lesolved ^hat, before submitting, 
they should at least try whether, by 
gaining time in parleying, they could 
not in some degree complete their 
preparations. Sobastiani accordingly 
dictated a note in answer to the 
communication from tlje English 
admiral, in which the Sultaun pro- 
fessed an anxious desire to re-establish 
amicable relations^ Auth the British gov- 
ernment, and announced his appoint- 
ment of Allett-Effendi for the purpose 
of coil'Juotiiig the negotiation. The 
unsuspecting English fVdmiral, who, 
from the illness of Mr Arbuthnot, was 
intrusted with the negotiation, was no 
match for the wily French general in 
the arts of diplomacy, and fell into the 
snare. The British ultimatum was 
sent ashore the following morning, 
which consisted in the profisiomu 
cession oj^^ their fleet to England, the 
dismissal of Sobastiani, and the re- 
establishment of amicable ndations 
with Russia and the British govern- 
ment. Half an hour only "was allowed 
to the Divan, after the receipt and 
translation of thi^^ note, to deliberate 
and x'eply. Had this vigorous resolu- 
tion been acted upon, ik must have led 
to immediate submission : for this bat- 
teries were not yet armed ; the fleet, the 
ai-seual, the BeragUo, and great part of 
the towp, lay exposed to the 

English squadron; and during the 


4 rror ' produced by a bombardment, 

chie^y bnil^of wood, mi|^ ha^e been 
reduced to ashes. 

fi 8 . Unf0it*unatalp, Instead of doing 
thb, Bir John Duckworth^ impressed 
WX& the b^ief Idiat the was 

sincerely desirous of an accommoda- 
tion, and that the desived objects 
might be obtained without the hor- 
rors of a confleupfation, or tan irrepar- 
able breach with the Ottoman empire, 
iniqxrudently gave time, and suffered 
himself to be drawn into a negotiation. 
Day after day elapsed in the mere ex- 
change of notes and diplomatic com- 
munications; and meanwhile the spirit 
of the Mussulmans, now raised to the 
highest pitch, was indefatigabJy em- 
ployed in oMmising the means of de- 
fence. The direction of the whole was 
intrusted to General Sebastiani, for 
whom a magnifleett tent was erected 
in the gardens of the Seraglio, and 
who communicated to the ardent mul- 
titude the organisation and arrange- 
ment which long warlike experience 
had given to the officers of Napoleon. 
Men and women, grey hairs, young 
hands, the Turks, the Greeks, the Ar- 
menians, were to be seen promiscu- 
ously labouring together at the fortifi- 
cations. Forgetting, in the general 
transport, tU^i^ime-woni lines of reli- 
gious distinction, the Greek and Ar- 
menian patriarchs set the first example 
of cordial acquiescence in the orders 
of govljn^paent. Selim himself rei>eat- 
edly visiti^ the works ; his commands 
were obeyed by two hundred thousand 
men, animated by religious and patri- 
otic aidour to the greatest degree ; 
while the French engineers, who had 
been sent by Mannout to aid in the 
war with the Russians, communicated 
to the busy multitude the inestimable 
advantages of scientific direction and 
experienced skill. Under such aus- 
picers, the defences of the harbour were 
speedily armed and strengthened ; the 
naval ai'senal furaished inexhaustible 
resources ; in three days three hundred 
pieces ^f cannon were mounted on the 
batteries— *at the end of a week their 
number was increased to a thousand ; 
tempoi’ary parapets were everywhere 
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formed wiUi g&hiou^ and fasclnei, 
where regular def^i^cea were wanting ; 
the tower of ](^eander woa armed With 
heavy artillery ; a hundred gun-boata 
were drawn Rcroafl*tftte ^uth of the 
Golden Horn ; twelve line* of • battle 
ahips within atood apparently fendy 
for action ; fire- ships were prepared^ 
and numercAia furnaces With r^-hot 
shot kept constantly heated to cawy 
into the British fieet the conflagration 
with which it menaced the Turki|h 
capital.* 

69. Although the English o^lcez's 
perceived, by means of their telescopes, 
the preparations which were going for- 
ward, and though the peril to the fleet 
was hourly increasing from the long 
continuance of a south -w^est wind, 
which rendered it impossibly to pasjAhe 
straits, yet nothing w«« done adequate 
to tlie emergency. The ships, indeed, 
were brought nearc? to the Seraglio, 
and every effort made to bring the ene- 
my, by negotiation, to an accommoda- 
tion ; but the pride of the Mussul- 
mans, now fully aroused, would not 
have permitted the government to come 
to terms, even if they had been so in- 
clined ; and the influence of Sebastiani 
•vvfiH successfully exerted to protmet 
the conferences till the prepai'ations 
were so far completed as to enable 
them to lid defiance fIMhe enemy. 
The time when decisive success might 
litive been attained had been allowed 
to pass au'ay. Four days after the 
English fleet appeared off Cjm^nti- 
nople, the coasts were bo completely 
armed with artillery, as to render an 
attack eminently hazardous ; in a 
week it was totally hopeless. The ob- 
ject of the expedition having failed, 
nothing rem'iined but to provide for 
the safety of the fleet : but this was 
now no easy matter; for, during the 
week lost in negotiation, the batteries 

the Dardanelles had all been armed, 
and the Castles of Europe and Asia, so 
strengthened as to render it an ex- 
tremely hazairioua matter to attempt 

* The number of guns mounted on the 
batteries in six dfl3»B was 917 pieces can- 
non and 200 mortars— an Instance of rig- 
our and rapidity in preparing tbe means i>f 
defeiiee perhaps unparaUeled in the history 
of the world.— H ABU. xi. 486; Pieces Jhtst, 


the pasBage. To compllfee the difficult 
ti6B#f the Bn^h almirol; ih6 wiud, 
which genetaUy 'IbiloWB at Copetanti- 
hoplc' fbom the uofth^eaKt, coutkiued, 
aver after his arrival, fixed in the 
south-west, ao as to render it totally 
impossible for hhn. to retrace his steps. 

70. At length on the Ist March, a 
breeze having sprung up from the 
Black Sea, soils were spread, and the 
fleet re-entesed the perilous straits. 
But it was not without difficulty, and 
with considerable hazard, that the pas- 
sage wbS effected. heavy Are was 
kept up from all the batteries; the 
Beadlands on either side presented a 
continued line of smoke; the injar of 
artilleiy was Incosaant ; and enormous 
stone balls, Bomt^of them weighing 
seven or eight hundred pounds, threat- 
ened at one stroke to sink the largest 
ships. One of these massy x»rojectiles 
earned away the main-mast of the 
Windsor Castle, which bore the ^mi- 
ra|‘s flag ; another penetrated the poop 
of the Standard, and killed and wound- 
ed sixty men. At length the fleet 
cleared the fiiraits, and oast anchor off 
Tenedos, in such a situation as to 
blockade the Dardviclks, having bub- 
tained a loss of tw'O ftundred and fifty- 
men in this audacious expedition, 
which, though it proved unsuccessful 
from the errors attending its exertion 
ill the departnftnt of diplomacy, was 
both boldly conceived and ably exe- 
cuted, so far as the forcing the passage 
was concenied. It produced a ver^ 
great impression in Europe, by regal- 
ing the secret weakness of the Ottoman 
empire, and demonstrating how easily 
on adetfbate maritime force, by thus 
bursting through its defencoa^and aim- 
ing a stroke at once at the vitals of the 
state, could subdue the strength of 
Islamism, and com^iel the submission 
of a power before which, in former 
times, all the monarchies of Europe 
had trembled. 

71. After the departure of the Eng- 
lish fleet, all aAii cable relations were, 
of couAe, suspended with the Turkish 
government : the preparations of the 
Sultaun to strengtiien the batteries 
both lifir^T^Bosphoius and the Dar- 
danelles contiuu^ with uudiminished 
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nctiyity ; and fixe inRuence of Gmieral 
SoibiiBlitaatxi idUi ! 

bmxnded^ wn, %<jwwer, 

whitsli thoBrlti^lifli^ihadsurmonnted 
all the defenoes of Constantinople, and 
the imminent Hsk which he had run 
of being deptived, by one blow, of the 
powerful m of Turkey, gave the nt- 
moet uneasiness to Napoleon ; and he 
despatched, without delay, .orders both 
to Marmont in Illyria, and Eugene in 
Italy, to forward instantly a number of 
able officers, among whom were Colonel 
Hazo of the engineers, and Colonel 
Foy of the artillery, to co-operate in 
the strengthening of the d^ences of 
Constantinople. Six hundi'ed men 
were direct^ to be forthwith put at 
the disposal of the <5,»*and Seignior, and 
authority given for the transmission of 
five thousand, with abundant supplies 
in money and ammunition, if required. 
These reinforcements, however, were 
not required ; for though the English 
fleet was shortly after joined by ifie 
Russian squadron, under Admiral Sini- 
avin, yet they had too recently exi)eri- 
enced'ihe dangers of the straits to 
venture a second time into them, more 
especially after their defences had been 
BO materially stVengthened, as they 
soon were, by the operations of the 
French engineers. Contenting them- 
selvel/ therefore, with taking posses- 
sion of Lemnos and ^’ene.dos for the 
service of their fleet, they established 
a close blockade of the entrance to the 
(<traits frr>iQ the Archipelago ; and as a 
similar precaution was adopted at the 
mouth of the Bosphorus, the supply of 
the capital by water-carriage on both 
sides was interrupted, and before long 
a very gi^at dearth of provisions was 
experienced. 

72. The Turkish government made 
the utmost eflbrts to man their squad- 
ron, but this was no easy matter, as 
the blockade deprived them of all in- 
tercourse with the Greeks, who consti- 
tuted almost exclusively the nautical 
portion of their population. At length, 
however, the scarcity became sb great 
that serious commotions took place in 
the capital ; and the government hav- 
hag, bj^ extraordinary /forced 

an adequate uunxber of hands onboard 


^ ventured 

of the forte in 
l^e Bardan^es, and giv|) battle to the 
Russian fleet. Rut the result woe wha^ 
might haved>oen i'lpected a con- 
terii between an inexperieneed body of 
men, for tl^ most part unacquainted 
with naval' affairs, and recently tom 
h'om civil occupations, and a squadron 
manned by seamen who yield to none 
in Europe in the resolutiomwith which 
th^ stand to their guns** Though 
tife Turks fought with great gallantly,, 
they could not withstand the superior 
skill and more rapid Are of their antei- 
gonists : four of their ships were early 
in the day drifted out of the line, and 
the unskilful oi'-ewa Were imable, or un- 
willing, to bring them again into flro ; 
the*^ remainder, after this gx'eat loss, 
were surrounded, and in great part de- 
stroyed, Four ships of the line were 
taken with the vicfc-admiral, three were 
burned, 'and the shattered remnant 
driven for shelter under the cannon of 
the Dardanelles. So overbearing did 
the pressure of the Russians at sea now 
become, that it threatened the utmost 
dangers to the Ottoman government ; 
when the blockade of the capiUil was 
msed, and a temporary respite obtain- 
ed by the treaty of Tilsit, which, iia 
will immediately appear, establish crl a 
short and falfcTiious truce between these 
irreconcilable enemies. 

73. Not content with this attack on 
the Turkish capital, the British gov- 
omm^iAvat the same time effected a 
descent on the coasts of Egypt. Deem- 
ing the opportunity favourable for re- 
gaining possession of that important 
country, which was still warmly coveted 
by Napoleon, and the cession of which 
into the feeble hands of the Mussul- 
mans had been long a subject of regret, 
the British government resolved to send 
an expedition to the shores of the Nile, 
at the same time that it threatened with 
bombardment the Turkish capital. The 
land troops, under the command of 
General Mackenzie, set sail from Mes- 
sina on the 6th of Haix:h, and lauded 
near IJ-osetta on the 18th. Alexandria 

* ** Lay your ship aloiigsido a Pronchmau,*' 
said Nelson, ‘^but try to out-tpauoeurro u 
Russian or a Bone." 
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speedily oapitulated; Datuiel^ was 
oqeupled without resistanee •, md 
General Fraaefc was d^ohed with two 
thousand 9^ hundred men’ to elfoet 
the redttotidn of lEtdil^tts, Which obtd- 
idauds one of the iaouthi» of the Kile, 
and the posBession of w^ibhwas deemed 
essential* to the Pegjuiarsup^y of Alex- 
andria with^prorisiona. Thia place, 
however, held out; anid as immolate 
succour 'vtras*expected itma the Mame- 
lukes, Colonel Kadeod was station^ 
with seven hundred men at El Ham- 
med, in order to facilitate their junc- 
tion with the besieging fbrca This 
detachment was speedily surrounded 
by an overwhelming body of Turkish 
horse, and after a gallant resistance, 
which repelled the attacks of their 
numerous squadrons till theewhole Am- 
munition was exhausted, entirely out 
off. The promised Mamelukes never 
made their appearatfce; and General 
Stewart, severely weakened by so great 
a loss, with difficulty made good his 
retreat, fighting all the way, to Alex- 
andria, where he arrived wiUi a thou- 
sand fewer men than he had set out. 

7 4. The fortifications of that place, 
however, enabled the British to bid 
defiance to their desultory opponents ; 
and it was soon found that the appre- 
hensions of scarcity whichhad prompt- 
ed this ill fated exjiedit}!^ to Rosetta 
were entii'ely chimerical, as provisions 
speedily became more abundant than 
ever. But the British government, in 
which an importimt changes^tt this 
time took place, became sensible of the 
impolicy of longer retaining this ac- 
quisition at a crisis -when every nerve 
required to be exerted to protect their 
shores from the forces of Napoleon. 
It was with lively satisfaction, there- 
fore, that they heard of the conclusion 
of a convention in autumn, by which 
it waa stipulated that all the British 
prisoner in the hands of the Turks 
should bo released, and Alexandria sur- 
rendered to the latter; in virtue of 
which arrangement the English troops 
set sail from the mouth of the Nile in 
the end of September, and were bi^night 
to Gilvraltar, where they were stationed, 
ere long co-operating in covering the 
retreat of the royal ffimily of Portugal 


from the Tagus, ^d ffitimately 
a shAm iu the gkpriee of the Peuizisdlar 
Campaigns. ‘ ^ 

75. The public di|sa;risfaciion arising 
fW>m these repeat^ defeats was so 
strong, that it seriously shook the sta- 
bility of the ministry, and produced a 
very genettd impression, oven among 
that portion of the community who 
had hithertp supported them, that, 
however wei> qualified to direct the 
state during a period of profound 
peace, and[ when ample leisui^ was to 
be had for carrying ^uto effect their 
j^rojected I’eforms, they were not cal- 
culated for the existing crisis, in which 
these pacific ameliorations were of com- 
paratively little consequence, and when 
what was imperati'Sely calledforwasthe 
capacity of warlike combination. But 
room was not afforded for this growing 
discontent tomauifest itseff in the usual 
way, so as to affect the fortunes of the 
administration, from another evept at 
this time, which brought them into 
collision with the religions feelings of 
the sovereign, and ultimately led to 
their retirement from office. 

76. It has been .already mentioned 
that the general qtejtion of Catholic 
emancipation was brought forwaid in 
the session of 1804, and supported 
with all the weight and eloque^e of 
the Whig par^ (Ante, Chap. 

§ 3 6). The miii|pterial leaders felt the 
necessity of making some effort, when 
in power, to redeem the pledges which 
they had so freely given when on thev 
Opposition benches. Bord Grenville, 
in particular, who had formed part of 
the administration which resigned in 
1801, in consequence of the declared 
repugnance of the sovereigmito those 
concessions to the Catholics which Mr 
Pitt then deemed essential to the se- 
curity of the country, considered him- 
self called upon by every consideration, 
both of public policy and private hon- 
our, again to press them upon the legis- 
lature. In consequence of these im- 
pressions, Loref Ho wick (afterwards 
Earl Grey) moved, on the 5th of March, 
for leave to bring in a bill which should 
enable persons of every religious per- 
Buasioiia<>»i6d^e in the army an# navy, 
without any other condition but that 
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of taking an oath tpaeifiad in the bill, n^w, with a lai^ proportion, damped 
which was repUflpM^ to no reli{ious the spirit or Boured th^ affecUona’’ 
opinions. By existing law, a 78. On the other hahd^* It was strongs 
Catholic in Great Britain could not ly contended hy Mr Peroeral, — The 
rise to the indh even of a subaltern, objections to th» measure, strong as 
in consequence of the necessity of offi^ they are, are not so insuperable as to 
cers of every grade taking the Teat the system of which it forms a part, 
Oath ; while in Ireland, under an act which originates in a la^rity of priu- 
passed in the Irish parliament in 17d3, oiple on matters of religion, which is 
persons of that religious persuasion daily increasing, and threatens in its 
were permitted to rise to*any situation ultimate results to involvS all our in- 
in the army, excepting oommander-in- stitutions in destruction. If it is desir- 
chief of the forces, master-general of able to preserve anything in our ancient 
the ordnance, or general of the staff. and venerable establishments, it is in- 
77 “ Was it prudent,*' said Lor^ dispensable to make a stand at the out- 
Howick, “ when we were contending set against any innovations in so osl^en- 
with so powerful an enemy, to prevent tial a particular. This measure is, in 
in this manner, a large portion of the truth, a partial repeal of the Test Act ; 
population of the <lountry from con- if passed, it must at no distant period 
cuiTiug in the common defence ? What lead to the total repeal of that act, and 
can be more anomalous than that in with it to the downfall of the Protes- 
one united empire so great a discrep- tant ascendancy i^ Ireland. The advo- 
ancy should prevail, as that on one cates of the Catholics argue ns if their 
side of St George’s Channel a Catholic measures were calculated to support 
may rise to the highest rank in the toleration, whereas, in reality, and in 
army, but on the other he cannot hold their ultimate efiects, they are calcu- 
even an ensign’s commission ? It was lated to destroy that great national 
declared in 1793, when tlfis restriction blessing, by subverting the Protestant 
was removed by the Irish parliament, establishment, by W’hieh toleration has 
by his Majesty’^ ^ministers in both been always both professed tuid prac- 
houses, that in two mouths they vrould tised, and reinstating the Homieh, by 
grant a similar indulgence tu persons which it has been as unifonnly repu- 
of llomish persuasion in Great diatett Froj[]fl the arguments that are 
Britain ; but this had^never yet been advanced arche prcsciit day, one wouhl 
done, and this moiistr^a inconsistency be inclined to imagine that there w^as 
continued to disgrace the laws of the no sneh thing os truth or falnchood in 
United Kingdom. It may fairly be religjon; that all creeds w’ere equally 
</idmittod that the principle of this re- condtict.’e to the temj)orAl and eternal 
laxation applies equally to dissenters interests of mankind; and that, pro- 
of every description, and that it must vided only the existing heats and dis- 
lead to a general admission pere^nb sensions on the subject could be allay- 
of every religious persuasion to the ed, it mattered not to what religio\is 
army ajl'A navy ; but where ’*h the tenets either a goveriimont or a people 
danger of such liberality ? The pro- inclined. True toleration is indeed an 
posed measure only enables tlve sore- inestimable blessing, but it consists in 
reign to a]>point such persons to offices permitting t-o eveiy man the free exer- 
of high importance. It does not com- cise of his religion, not in putting into 
pel him to do go ; their appointment the hands of the professors of a hostile 
would still depend on the executive creed the means of overturjiing what 
govemmeiit, which would naturally they will never cease to regard as a 
avoid any dangerous oV improper exer- pestilent heresj^ and resuming from its 
cise of its authority : and would, on present Protestant possesriorn the lost 
the contrary, he enabled to take advon- patrimony of St Peter in these islands, 
tage, in the common de fenc e, of the 79. In point of law, it is inooiTect 
whole^population of the with- to say, that a Catholic wffio has obtain- 

out any of those restrictioux which ed a commission in Ireland is liable to 
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ftuy penalties : tbe Mutiny Act autiio-* 
rises the King to require in «®y pert 
of his domiui^Us the serdoes of every 
man in his amy, and this is of itself a 
practical repe^ of iMh dieeioility afieot^ 
JUg Catholics for no man can be oopi- 
pelled to do vrhat would subject him 
to a penalty. The argument that all 
offices shouffi be thrown open to per- 
sons of all religious p^*si|asione, is in- 
consistent With the Britlidi constitution 
as settled in 1683, which is root and 
branch a Protestant establishment. *If 
pushed to its legitimate length, it would 
throw open all offices, even the Crown 
itself, to Catholic aspirants : what then 
becoPiCB of the Act of Settlement, or 
the right of the house of Hanover to 
the throne ? If this is to be the policy 
of our country, there is h\^ one tfting 
to be done — to do everything to trans- 
fer the church Inuds in Ireland to the 
Catholics, re * estaffiish the Catholic 
faith, and call over the Pretender to 
the tlirone of these realms. These are 
the great and dazzling objects which 
the Ihnnish party have in view ; it was 
to excliKie them that all the restriction*’ 
were imposed by our ancestors on the 
persons professing that faith ; it is to 
gain them that all these minor conces- 
sions aro demanded by their adherents, 
their advances oi’e only the more dan- 
gerous that they are ^teual, unper- 
ceived, and veiled under the colour of 
philantlir(»i)y. The Catholics already 
enjoy everything which toleration can 
demand ; to ask more is ton^fmand 
weapons to be used against ourselves. 
The consequences of a storm are little 
to be apprehended; it is the gradual 
approaches Avhich are really dangerous. 
If parliani nt goes on allowing this 

Htd»(6t'<HH*ate7enta, more particularly the 
fierce ayritrition tor reiteal m 1843, after Catho- 
lic onmncipatimi h.^tl been conceded, and the 
TiiiserabJo attempt at rebellion in 1848, have 
rendered these early debates and predictioue 
on the effects of concession to the Catholics 
In the highest degree curious and interesting. 
Without pronouncing any decided opinion on 
a subject on which the light of experience is 
only now licgimiing to shine upon the world, 
it the duty of the historian to urge the 
disensaions on this subject on the attentive 
considuration of every candid inquirer, cither 
into political wisdom or historic truth. So 
far h.ick as 1803, Lord Hedesdale wrote to 
government from Dublin : — "‘Tlie present 


accumulatiooi it will have 

thoi^xlorted from Us ^ieahiussmhkhUe 
wiedom woM he Ummos to wUhhoU!** 
80. The eecotid ^^ea^ling of this in- 
teresting bill was adjouimed from time 
to time, without the nation being either 
alive to its im^ortanoe* or aware of the 
quarter in which obstacles to its pro- 
gress existed. But on the 24th l^ch, 
it was su^enly announced in the 
newspf^ers 4hat ministers, had been 
dismiss^; and two nights after, Lord 
Grenville in the House of Lords, and 
Lord Howick in House of Com- 
I mons, gave a full statement of the cir- 
Bumstances which had led to so un- 
looked-for a change. The draft of the 
bill, as usual in mattem of impor- 
tance, had been i(pbmitted to his Ma- 
jesty for his consideration; and H con- 
tained a recital of the Irish Act, Which 
opened the army to Catholics for eveiy 
grade, with the exception of the offices 
of master • general of the ordnance, 
cqpimander-in-chief of the foarces, and 
general of the staff; and then provided 
that the services of the Cathodes 
should be received without any restric- 
tion, and on the condition only of tak- 
ing the oath of adegianoe. On thia 
bill being proposeof the King mani- 
fested considerable objections to it; 
but these were at length so fai* over- 
come by the representation tlUt the 
measure was afeecessaiy consequence 
of the acts of 1T93 and the union, so 
far as Ireland was concerned, that 
ministers were authorised to bring igi 
the bill, and communicationB were 
made to the heads of the Catholics in 
Irelan(l that they were to be admitted 
to evei^ situation in the army, with- 
out exception. The Iving-j^ however, 

rebellion is a begiwiiiitff only, Wiat I canuct 
doubt. All the actors have been puppets 
worked by jiei-sons belnnd the bcones. You 
must immediately arm us with a suspension 
of the Haboiis Corpus Act. But you must 
do more ; you roust renew the martial law, 
or pass some other bill to enable the military 
to act with greater promptitude if the IjOrd- 
lioutcnaut shall fit. We have done all wc 
can, but tinned rebellion must be met by 
arms. ** It is as necessary to destroy the 
influencs of tho. terror of tho rebels over 
the people’s minds, as to meet them in 
tho fiela.” — JjORt) BEPBSDAbtt to Mr An- 
r>iKGT«Ki*Aily 26, 1803. PKi-Ljttw’s 
li. 209. . 
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had laboured *iinder aome miaappre^ 
hension as to thl^ extent cukd teodirucj 
of the measure ifdiich was to he brought 
forward, aud beliefed that it was not 
intended to enlarge the facilities of ad- 
misaiou created by the act 1798 for 
Irelsud, but only to make that act the 
general Jaw of the empire ; for no 
sooner was its import explained in the 
debate which occurred on first red- 
ing in the House of Commons, of which 
an abstract has already been given, 
than he intimated to the government 
that he had invincible, objections to 
the proposed change.* 

SI. After some ineffectual attempfii 
at a compromise/minhtera, finding the 
King resolute, determined to withdraw 
the bill altogether, ^•/iid intimated this 
decision to his Majesty, accompanied, 
however, wuth the conditions, that they 
shoiild not bt precluded from stating 
their opinions on the general policy of 
the measure in parliament, and that they 
should be at liberty, from time to time, 
to bring the matter again under his 
Majesty’s consideration. The answer 
of the King, after expressing regret at 
the difference of opinion which had 
ai’isen, rejected tht,ie conditions as In- 

* Lord Sidmouth stated in tlie House of 
Lordfi, “ Thathc ([-((jrd Sidmouth) liad stated 
to fais^fijesty, tb.at ho liud been i)>duecf3 to 
cf>ucur in the proposed nieusurc, as a ucces- 
fiary couBcquonee of tbt* Act of 171‘3. 

fr<*m the consideration vT which, combined 
■with the act of union, it appeared to him 
there wat. no alternative but cither the repeal 
the Irish Au, or the adoption of the nica- 
sure. Hih "Miijesty then declared that he 
would not content to any nm concetsion^ but 
that in conseqvieuce ot the Irish Act, and 
of it alone, he would take the profK>sitiou 
of the cabinet into furtiior cv)nBfder.itiou 
The answer stated was, that “ howev^'r pain* 
fill his Ma^ty had found it to refonule to 
his feelings, the removal of ob,icetione w’hich 
might have the most distant Aetoreacc to a 
question which had alreadj^ been tlie subject 
of such frequent and distressing discussion, 
he would not, under the circuTnataucca so 
earnestly pressed, prevent his ministers from 
submitting to the consideration ofparhaiuent 
the proprietyof inserting theproposed clauses 
in the Mutiny Bill." W^jilo, however, the 
King so far retuctajitly conceded, he jihought 
it necessary to declare thatA« couldnot yo ons 
tiep farther : and he trusted this proof of his 
forbearance would secure him from being at 
a future period distressed toany further 
proposuf’ connected with tlic^psssilon.’*— 
Pellew'8 Life of Sidirwiith, ii. 455, 456. 


^doncuBteut with thd. f^dameutal priu- 
cipld of the cdutiftitutiou^ that the acts 
of goveruxneut ore to beheld as those 
of the responsible ministei^s, and that 
^6 adoptio]!} or it^^tion of nomeasure 
isjio be laid upon his Majesty ; aud as 
not less at varianoe with the funda- 
mental basis of the Aet of Settlement^ 
which is rested on the exclusion of Ca- 
tholioe from the highest ofiUces in the 
mlm. HislM&^eflty therefoi'e required 
a wiitten pledge from ministers that 
tftey would propose no further conces- 
sioua to the Catholics. This pledge 
ministers, on their side, considered os’ 
inconsistent with the fundameutal prin- 
ciple of a free constitution, which is, 
that the king con do no wTong, and 
that the responsibility of all public 
mei^ures qaust rest with his advisers, 
and equally repugnant to that progres- 
sive change in human affairs which 
might, at no distant period render a re- 
petitiim of the proposal a matter of 
necessity. They therefore declined, 
though in the most respectful terms, 
to give the proposed pledge, and the 
consequence wan, that the King, in 
gracious terms, sent them au intima- 
tion that their services were no longer 
required ; and on tlie same day the 
Duke of Poi-tlaud, Lord Ilaw’kobury, 
and Mr Perceval, received the royal 
commands kf^iorm a new administra- 
tion. The King was perfectly firm on 
this occasion . he himself said ho re- 
gai-ded his orowm at stake in the ques- 
tion 

S‘L Parliament, after this unexpected 
event, was adjourned till the 8th April, 
and on that day the new ministei’s took 
their seats. The chiinge of adminis- 
tration, of course, formed the first and 
most anxious subject of debate ; and 

t ' ‘ The King considers the struggle ns (or 
histiu'ouo; and ho told rno but yesterday, 

1 took the great seal, that lio did so 
consider it, that he must bo the rioicstnut 
king of a Protestant country, oi no king Ho 
is remarkably well, firm -as a lion, placiti, and 
quick beyond example in any moment of his 
life. The late ministers are 8atu.fied that the 
King, VI hose state of mind they were always 
doubting, has more sense and understauding 
than, all the ministers put together; they 
leave him with a full conviction of that fact.” 
— Lori> Kldon to Rev. Dr Swire, April 1, 
1807 ; Cauimusll's Lives of the Chancellors, 
vh. 207. 
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the iutereat of the ooimtiy ww excite^j principle^ tiiat the acteV the kiug are 
to the highest degwe, by the thoef of hie reeponei^le advisers, will 

ments which wre urged foraiMi against be at an end. Who could, in such a 
that important and unwonted exercise view, set bounds td the dangerous en* 
of the royal prerogatSve.** jOn the side croachments of unknown and irrespon- 
of the former ministem, it waa urged aible advisers upon the deliberations of 
by Sir Samuel Komilly and Lord How- government, or say how far the osten- 
iok : — ** The true queWon at issue is, sible xniniiters might be thwarted and 
whether or ifbt it would have been con- overruled by unlmown and secret in- 
stitutionally ju8tida*)le, or rather would fluence, wh^h might totally stop the 
not have beau a high crime and misde- action of a constitutional government ? 
meanour, for any minister to have sub- The danger of the measure which has 
scribed a written pledge that he would been adopted is only rendered the 
I never iu future bring a particular mea- gi*eator by the annonUtementnow open- 
sure or set of measures under his Ma- Iv made, that in this, the most important 
je«ty*6 consideration. If any states- Aep perhaps taken in his whole reign, 
man could be found base enough to his Majesty hadmo advisers. The con- 
give siu h a pledge, he would deserve stituiion recognises no such doctrine ; 
to lose his head, and the House would the advisers of tl)e King throughout 
be guilty of a direliction of^ta duty, if must be held to be fch<)se who have suc- 
it did not impeach a minister who so ceeded to his councils. There is no 
far forgot his duty to the country, desire to bring the sovci'etgyi to the bar 
This ia a matter in v^hich the interests of the House of Commons ; it is the 
of the crown were more at stake than new ministers who ai*e really thp ob- 
eveu those of the people : for if the je<jfs of deliberation. The late: admini- 
precedeut ia once to be allowed, that a stratiou was dismissed because they r»j- 
minister ia at liberty to surrender his fused to bind themselves by a specific 
own private judgment to the will of 1 pledge nevea to I'enew the subject of 


the reigmng sovereign, it is imposaiWe 
that the legal fiction, that the king can 
do no wrong, can any longer be main- 
tained, and the great constitutional 

* Tlie now cabinet stood : — 

CABI.VCT 

Earl Camden. President of tlie CoiincU. 

Ijord Eldou. Chancellor. 

Earl of Westmoreland, Lord Privy Seal. 
Duke of Poll land, First Lord ofi^ii^Trea- 
Bui y. 

DiVd iMu^rave, First I^ord of the Admiralty. 
Earl ofCiiatnam, Miister-tJciieral of thoOrd- 
iiauce. 

Earl liathurst, I’rcsideiit of the Board of 
Trade. 

Lord llawkos *ury, Ilome Secretary. 

Mr CauuniK, Foreign Secretary 
Lord Castlorcagh, War and Colonial Secro- 
tiiry. 

Mr Perceval, Chancellor of the Exchequafr 
and Duchy of Jaueastor. 

NOT m THE CABINET. 

Mr Robert Dundas, President of the Board 
of Control. 

Mr George Rose, President of the Board of 
Trade. 

Sir James Pultoney, Secretary at War. 

Sir Vjcarj’^ Gibbs, Attorney-Genoral. ^ 

Sir Tiioinas Plummer, Soacitor-Gcneral. 
Duke of Richmond, Lord-Lioutenout of Ire- 
land. 

-i’ttrr DcO. ix. 111. 


Catholic concession ; a new ministry 
have succeeded tbsin ; they must be 
heldtherefore to have veil that pledge ; 
and it is for the bouse to say, whether 
siicli a direliction of public duty is not 
iittei’ly at variance with every^'^prin- 
ciple of coiistitr^fcional freedom.” 

83. On the otmr hand, it was aigued 
by Lord Eldon, Mr l^erceval, and Mr 
Caiming : — “ The qiiCxstiou on whicli 
the imprudent sseal of the late admini- 
stration has brought them into colli- 
sion with the religious scruples and 
politicaf wisdom of the sovereign is not 
one of trivial moment, in ^jjhich the 
monarch may be expected to abide by 
the judgment of his constitutional ad- 
viseiu It lies, on thecontnuy. at the 
foot of the whole constitution ; it con- 
stitutes one of the foundations 7?on tan- 
genda mnmovenda, on which the entire 
fabric of our Protestant liberties has 
been reared. %e present question re- 
gards ti’ansferencc of the sword to 
Catholic hands ; the same question 
on wliich Charles I. erected his stan- 
dard Nciftiampton^the iuWustmg 
the direction of the military force to a 
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party Hccseasa Ay and permanently ini- 
micM to our Pft^te^tant constitution, 
botliin churohandstate. It is absurd to 
suppose tins ooncelsion would do auy> 
tlnng towards satisfying the Catholics 
woidd Cnly lead them to make 
flMr demands, and empower theth to 
urge them with additional weight ; and 
the oonsequenoe of the measure could 
be nothing else, in the end, but to 
brtng Catholic bishops inio the House ^ 
of Loivls. Was it surprising that the j 
King paused on the threshold of such i 
a question, striking, as it eridently did, | 
at the mot of the tenure by whi^ his 
own family held their light to tlfe 
throne ? « 

84. ^^In demanding a pledge that 
such a proposal shopJd not be renewed, ; 
he acted without any adviser, upon the 
unaided dictates of his own masculine 
undei*standirtg, aided by the conscien- 
tious scruples of his unsophisticated 
heart Ail the talent of the cabinet 
could not blind him to the evident qnd 
inevitable, though possibly remote, con- 
sequences of such a fatal precedent as 
was now sought to be forced upon him. 
It is a palpable mistake to say he drew 
back ill the later otagea of the nego- 
tiation from whltt he had previously 
agreed to : he first gave a reluctant cou- 
sent to the extension of the Irish Act 
of 1 TiiS to Great Britaiu, in the firm 
belief that this was ,hll that was re- 
quired of him,— BO the proposed mea- 
sure was explained to and underatood | 
him ; and that he was not singular 
in this belief is proved by the fVict, that 
the Ixisli Secretary had his doubts 
upon it, and that the Irish Chancelloi 
of the Exchequer, m answer t8 a ques- 
tion as fo the second reading >f the 
bill, saidthere was no particular reason 
for the Irish members beii'g present on 
that oecfision, as they were already ac- 
quainted with the measure. Three 
cabinet ministers, vix. the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Sidmouth, and Lord Ellen- 
borougli, refused to concur in the mea- 
sure, when they understood how far 
it was to be carried ; the Chancellor 
was not even summoned to the council 
at which it was to be discussed, though 
he was in a x>cculiar manner th^jceeper 
of the king^s conscience ; and even the 


^rson who was commissioned to pro- 
cure the King's consent to the measure 
did not understand the %xtent to which 
it was to be carried. 

85* ** Hating ttltts been misled, whe- 
ther designedly or inadvertently it mai>- 
tered not, in so vital a particular by 
his ministers, was it surprising that the 
King should have require from them 
a pledge that they<» would not again 
harass him on the same subject ? Un- 
doubtedly no minister should give a 
pledge to fetter the exercise of his own 
judgment on future occasions; but 
that was not here required ; for if cir- 
cumstances in future might render a 
renewal of the measui’e necessary, they 
might at once resign. The King re- 
garded this measure as a violation of 
his*Vjoronajiou oath, as destructive to 
the Protestant church in Ireland, and 
as likely in its ultimate effects to en- 
danger our whole' Protestant constitu- 
tion. Unquestionably it was to be re- 
gretted tlmt on any occa'*ion the ]ui- 
vate opinion of the sovereign should be 
brought forward apart from that of hia 
constitutional advisers ; butforthis evil 
those must answer who, by forcing on 
a rash and unncccs-sary measure, com- 
pelled him to rely on his own judgment 
alone. And it is some consolation tt) 
reflect, that, in proportion as the sove- 
reign has made more constitu- 

tionally responsible in his own person, 
lie must become better known to his 
people ; and the soundness of judg- 
vivacity of in- 
tellect, which have enabled him to bear 
lip alone against the united weight of 
the cabinet, have only evinced, in the 
more striking manner, how worthy he 
is to fill the throne which his family 
attained by the principle he has now so 
manfully defended.” Upon a division, 
there appeared two hundred and fifty- 
eight for the new ministers, and two 
hundred and twenty-six for the old — 
leaving a majority of thirty-two for the 
existing government.* 

86. This majority, though sufficient 

* In 1829, when the Catholic Relief Bill 
was iptroduced by 8ir Robert Pod, Ijord 
Elilon said m parliament — "If I had a voice 
that W'ould resound to the rcmotcBt c<in»er 
of the empire, I would re-cebo the yirmciple. 
that if ever a Roman Catholic is permitted to 
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to enable ministens to conduct the ter • and the result^ecilrively proved 
public buBiuess during the remainder that, in taking hia atand upon in* 
of that fieeaBn, was not adequate to violate maintenance of the Proteatant 
cany on the gov^meht during the constitution, the King had a great ma- 
arduous crisis which awafted them in jority of dl dasaes throughout the em* 
*the administration of foreign afl^lrs. pire on his side. iJmost all the counties 
They resolved, therefore, to strengthen and chief cities of Gi'eat Britain return- 
themselves Jt>y a dissolution of parlia- ed members in the interest of the new 
ment ; and the e^t decisively proved ministry ; defeat after defeat, iu every 
that the IJing iSa not miscalculated quarter, tdijjl the Whigs how far they 
the loyalty and religions feeling of the had miscalcnlated the spirit of the age ; 
English people iu this tiying emftr- and on the first division in the ensuing 
geucy. Parliament was prorogued on parliament they wene overthrown by a 
the 27th April, and soon after dissolved ^’eat majority in^both houses — that 
by royal proclamation. The utmost «u the Peers being ninety-seven, in the 
efTorts were made by both paitiee Commons no ^ss than one hundred 
on tliis occasion to t^ugment their re- and ninety-five.* 
spective forces ; to the usual heats and, 87. Though tins important step of 
excitement of a general election were the King in dismissing the ministiy 
Ruperadded the extraordinlLry passions was adopted on bis own private Judg- 
arising from the recent dismissal of an ment, and from the stirength of his 
administration fron^ office, and conse- native resolution alone, yet it had the 
quent elevation of another in their effect of,, bringing into a promineiut 
stead. All the usual means of exciting place in his councils a man of 'great 
popular enthusiasm were resoited to cilpacity, who held for nearly twenty 
without scniple on both sides. The yeai*B afteiwards the important aitua- 
venality jmd con*uptiou of the Tories, ’ “ 
alleged to be so strikingly evinced jn 
their recent ^evation of Lord Melville, 
iifter the stain consequent on the 10th 
re]>ort of the commisHionei's, were the 
subject of loud declamation from the 
Whigs ; tluj scandalous ij|||||pipt to force 
the King’s conscience, and induce a 
popish tyranny on the laud, yet wet 
witli the blood of the Vrotostaut mar- 
tyrs, wiis as vehemently re ech^gd from 
the other. ‘‘No Peculationv’ “No 
I’opcry,” were the war-cries of the re- 
spective jiarties ; and amidst banners, 
shouts, and uiiiversal excitement, the 
people were called on to exercise the 
most important rights of free citizens. 

To the honour of the empire, how^ever, 
this great contest was conducted with- 
out bloodshed or disorder in any quar- 

form part of tha legislature of this country, 
or to hold anjf of the great offices of govem- 
TOcnt, from that moment the eun o/ Great 
Britain ig get for ever. (A laugh.) My opin- 
ioiib may bo roceivod with contempt and 
clen; mn ; o})probnum may bo he-iped upon 
their author ; but they shall not be stifled ; 
and wh.atcver cahumtics may befall ^ho na- 
tion, it sb.il 1 be known that there was one 
iilngh«hm;ui who boldly strove to avcit 
thera^ 

VOL. VI. 


tion 01 cnai^eiior, ana wiiose poweriui 
mind communicated its impress to the 
policy of govenim|nt during the most 
momentous peiiod If British history. 
John Scott, afterwards Lord Eldon, 
was bom at Newcastle-on*Tyue, on 4th 
June 1751. He was the eighteen of 
William Scott, ^ respectable trader en- 
gaged iu the coil business in that city : 
and bis elder brother William, aftei- 
wards Lord Stowcil, bad been bom on 
17th September 1745, at Haworth, ncai' 
the same town. Thus the same family 
had the singular good foriune of giving 
birth ta the two greatest lawj^ers iu 
their respective department and not 
the least remarkable men orthejr day. 
Their father not having been in nrf- 
ffuent circumstances, they were sent 
to the Boyal Qrammar-school, a ebari- 

* The uumbors were — 

111 the Peers, for the Whigs, , 67 

. . for the Tones, . . 164 

^ Minority, ... 07 

In the Commons, for the Whigs, 156 

... for the Tcnicb, . 350 

^ Majority, . • . 166 
^Ann. Reg. 1807, 238-239. 
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tdbk eetabliftlmuiit in Kewcaatle, to below. That omie made bia fortune, 
wbidi the sons of burgeBWs in**that He was soon after taken into the gi*eat 
town were entitled«free of cost. John ease of the Olitheroe elation, before a 


Soott there met a boy of equally ob- 
BOure parentage Cuthbert Couing- 
wood« afberwfl^ Lord OoUingwood, 
the worthy oompanion of Kelson and 
St Vinoent in the brightest days of 
England’s glory. From such hmnble 
oii^ did the future rulefci and states- 
men of England at that period take 
their rise ! 

I&8. William Soott, the elder brother, 
early evinced such extraordinary abiU- 
ties, that, at the age of sixteen, his pa 
rents were induced to put him forward 
as a candidate for a scholarship at Ox- 
ford, for the diocese of Durhai^ which 
he obtained in 17oi. This laid the 
foundation of the fortunes both of him- 
self and his younger brother John, who 
at the age of sixteen followed him to 
that celebrated seat of learning in 1766. 
William Scott soon obtained a fellow- 
ship, and gave lectures, which wl;re 
much admired, on public law. John 
Scott took his degree in ^772, made a 
runaway marriage in the same year, 
w^hich imposed oi^,him the necessity 
of exertion, and iu 1774 and 1776 gave 
lectures on law as deputy for Robert 
Chambers, professor of law, for which 
he wffi gUd to receive £60 a-yoar. In 
1776 he was called to the bar ; and al- 
though he experienced the usual 
amount of disappointment which al- 
most invariably, in that profession, 
f)recedes eminence, yet such was the 
vigour of his mind, and the unconquer- 
able perseverance of his character, that 
it soon became evident to hirf friends 
that opportunity only was wanting to 
make him rise to the highe^b eminence. 
The opportunity came earlier to him 
than it does to many others with equal 
powers and anxiety to do well Alter 
four years of severe labour and no pro- 
gress, he forluqately obtained an op- 
portunity of being heard iu a question 
of disputed sucoeBsion^* in which his 
learning ultimately prevailed with Lord 
Chancellor Thurlow, though the deci- 
sion had been adverse in the court 

* Ackroyd v, Smithson ; Bbown'b Chancery 

Cases, i. J 


committee of thqHouse of Commons, 
and, from admirable appearan^ 
h# made there, rapidly rbse to the 
h^ of his profession. His secret for 
doing so was enetgeUoaUy expressed 
by mmself in a words, ** To live 
like a hermit, and work lijke a horse,” 
— a rule which will probably insure 
svocesB^ even to ordimry abilities, in 
other professions besides the bar. In 
1783 he received a silk gown from the 
coalitiou administration, and in the 
same year was elected member of par- 
liament for Weobly. In 1788 he 
was appointed solicitor-general, and 
knighted. In 1793 he was elevated to 
the rank Of attorney-general, and in 
that capacity conduct^ the memor- 
able treason trials of Hardy and Home 
Tooke in the succeeding year. Finally, 
in 1801, on the resignation of Lord 
Loughborough, he was ai>pointed Lord 
Chancellor by the title of Lord Eldon. 

89. Lord Eldon enjoyed a larger 
share of the confidence of George HI, 
and the great majority^ of the royal 
family, than any other minister after 
the death of Mr Pitt ; and bis views 
influenced iu a material degree the con- 
duct of thg(jfr.jaonarch on many im- 
portant occasions, and on none more 
than in the stand he made agaiust the 
Catholic claims in 1806. Similarity of 
charw»iijr^ identity of principles, was 
tho caiisb of this strong lu'epossessioD 
and daily increasing influence. Lord 
Eldon was in the cabinet what the 
king was on the throne. Both were 
thoroughly English iu their ideas 
and character. They had the vii-tues 
equally with the failings, the excellen- 
cies and the defects of that tempera- 
rnemt. Moral courage, fearless determi- 
nation iu council, was the grand cha- 
ractexistic of both. Keither had very 
extensive information out of the circle 
of their professional habits, (if such a 
word can fitly be applied to a sove- 
reign), but both had a large share of 
that stmug good sense, practical saga- 
city, and clear perception, which so 
often, in the real business of life, Cbtain 
the mastery both of knowledge, genius, 
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and accomplishment?. Chnrch andA hitherto unpandleftd in the Brit^ 
King ” was Eldon’s motto, and adhcr^ wh Wanda Vigour ik the proaecutiou 
euce to the ^ ^ points of the contest was then indispensably 

his ruling prindpie. He was the last necessary, to obtaid general support ; 
of the sturdy old*^trio]^ of former capacity for waz'like combination the 
and more quiescent days, and sta)^ one thing needful for lasting popular- 
forth in history as the “ nliimtis Ro- ity. In these particulars the Whig 
manorum”— the latest relic of a race ministty, notwitbstondiug all their 
which, by thUr firmness and resolution, talents, were eminently deficient ; and 
created the Biitiahaempire. As a law» the pait Ih^y had taken throughout 
yer. his Icdlning was unbounded, his the contest « disqualified them from 
undei-standing sound, his memory pro- conducting it to a successful issue, 
digious; md although the stren^h of They had so uniformly opposed the 
his conscientious feelings in deciding war with France, th^ they were by no 
cases in tlie court of last resort often means equally impressed, as the nation 
led to distressing delayb, yet his judg- Sras, either with its dangers or its in- 
ments, when they were pronounced, evitable character : they had* so stienu- 
were uluiost always right, and have at- ously on every occasion deprecated the 
tabled a weight, which belongs to none system of cc^tiisis, that they could 
others in Westminster Hall * hardly, in consistency with their 
90. On reviewing the exteniol mea- former principles, take a suitable part 
sures of the Whig admiuiatration, it is in that great confederacy by which 
impossible to deny that their removal alone its overgi’own strength could be 
from office at that period was a fortu- reduced. Their system of warfare, 
uate event for the British empire in its acgordinglj^, was in every respect ad- 
ultimate results, and proved eminently verse to that which the nation then 
favourable to the cause of freedom desired, — founded upon a secession 
throughout the world. Notwithstaud- from all alhances, when the people 
iug ail their talent— and they hf»i a passionately desii*ed to share in the 
splendid array of it in their ranks, — dangers and gloriife of a Continental 
notwithstanding nil theii’ philanthropy struggle; calculated *npon a defensive 
— and tlieir domestio mejisures were system for a long course of years, when 
generally dictated by i t^sp irit they the now aroused spirit of the empire 
could not at that perrai? have long deemed it practicable, by a viforous 
maintained the confidence of the Eng- and conceuh'atM efibi^t, to bring the 
lish people ; and their unfortunate contest at once to a successful tei*mina- 
shipwreck on the Catholic question tion. 

only accelerated a catastropLWWready 91. The foreign disastei's, which aV 
preparfxl by many concurrent causes, tended their mUitaiy' and naval enter- 
External disaster, the reproaches of prises in all jiarts of the world, pro- 
011 r allies, the unbroken progress of foundly^ affected the British people, 
our enemies, must ere long have occa- more impatient than any in Europe 
sioned their fall The time was not both of the expense of warlike prepara- 
suited, tiie national temper not then tion and of defeat in warlike adventure, 
lulapted, for those domestic reforms on The capitulation at Buenos Ayres, tlie 
which the wishes of their partisans had flight from Constantinople, the catas- 
long been set, and which in pacific tropbe in Egypt, succeeding one an- 
times w'ere calculated to have excited other in rapid succession, were felt the 
so powerful a popular feehng in their more keenly that they occuired on the 
favour. The active and ruling portion theatres of our greatest triumphs by 
of the nation had grown up to man- land a^d sea, oi^lasted hopes the most 
hood during the war with France; the extravagant of commercial advantage, 
perils, the glories, the necessities of And yet it is now abundantly evident 
that struggle were universally felt ; the that defeat on the shores of the La Plata 
miliWy spirit had spread, with the and banks of the Nile was%iore to 
geue& arming of the people to a de- be desired than victory ; and that no 
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calamity couldP have been bo great as 
the Biicceasfiil iscue of these exjiedi- 
tiona They were conceived in the most 
inconsiderate mannijr, and aimed at ob- 
jects which, if gained* must have para- 
lysed the strength of the empim At the 
moment when the aimies of Knpoleon 
were crossing the Thuringianr forests,' 
tenthousandEnglish soldiers embai‘ked 
for South America : when the scales of 
war hung even on the fiel£ of Poland, 
five thousand men were sent to certain 
destruction tunidst the cavalry of Egypt. 
Their united force, if thrown into the 
scale at Eylau* might have driven the 
French Emperor to a disastrous retreat 
across the Rhine, an d** induced, seven 
years before they occurred, the glories 
of Leipsic and Wate^jJoo. What could 
he more impolitic than, after Russia 
had given such decisive proof of its 
extraordinaiy resolution and devotion 
to the cause of Europe, iu February 
1807, to send out a miserable little ex- 
pedition to Alexandria in March 1J>1- 
lowing, too large lor piracy, too small 
for conquest, and the success of which 
could have no other effect but that of 
riveting the hostility of Turkey to Rus- 
sia and its allies, ani thereby securing 
to Napoleon the ifiestimahle advantage 
of a powerful divej'sion on the side of 
the Danube ? What more impolitic 
than, Vhen the finances of that great 
powder were exhauBted^t)^ the extraor- 
dinary expenses of thG contest, to re- 
fuse to the Emperor not only a subsidy, 
ljut even the British guarantee to a loan 
which he w^as desirous of contracting in 
the British dominions, unless accom- 
panied by the cession of ciistom-hous*' 
duties in Kussia in security dealing 
thus wdtlj the greatest potentate in 
Europe, at the veiy moment when he 
Avas penning his very crown iu what 
was our cause, as well as his own, in 
the same manner as a Jewish pawn- 
broker does with s suspicious applicant 
for relief. * 

92. The battle of Eylau should liave 
been the signal for tontractij^g the 
closest alliance w ith the Russian govern- 
ment — for the instant advance of loans 
to any amount, and the marching of 
sixty tlfjusand English soldiers 43 the 
nearest points of embarkation. This 


« 

^was the crasia of the war : the impru- 
dent confidence of Napoleon had drawn 
him into a situation fulhpf penl For 
the first time in his life he had been 
ovennatched^in a *yitched battle j and 
hoctile nation)?, besetting three hun* 
di*ed leagues of communication in his 
rear, were ready to intercept his re- 
ti*eak No efl’ort on the fni’t of Eng- 
land could have be^*^ too great in order 
to tium to the best nccotiLt so extra- 
oij^nary a combination of favourable 
circumstances ; no demonstration of 
confidence too unreserved to an ally 
capable of such sacrifices. Can there 
be a doubt that such a vigorous demon- 
stration would at once have terminated 
the hesitation of Austria, revived the 
spirit of Prussia, and, by throwing a 
hundred thousand men on each flank 
of his line of communication, driven 
the French Empej’or to a ruinnuB i-e- 
treat ? Is it surprising that when, in- 
stead of such co-operation, Alexander, 
after the sacrifices ho had made, met 
with nothing but refusals to his repeat- 
ed and mo*Bt earnest applications for 
assistance, and saw the land force of 
England wanted on useless distant ex- 
peditions, when every bayonet and 
sabre w'aa of value on the bauks of the 
Alle, he should have conceived a dia- 
ti-uKt of the English alliance, and 
formed th^'feHolation of extricating 
himself as soon as possible from the 
hazardous conflict iu which he was 
now e^j^isively engaged?* 

* 111 the foreign office,” said Mr Caii- 

niiip, when minifctor oi foreign affiurB in 1807, 
"are to be found not one but twenty letters 
from the M-arquig of Douglas, ambiifisador at 
Bt retcrebiirg. nitiinating in the strongest 
terms, that niiles.H effectual aid was sent to 
the Emperor of Pu8««ia, ho would abandon 
theeoiitCRt” Araplcproof of thisexistainthe 
corresi)ondencc relating to that subject winch 
was hud before purliimiciit. On 28th Novem- 
ber IbOd, tiie Marquis wrote to Lord Howick, 
afterw'Ards Karl Grey, from Bt rctersburg — 
"Oencrnl Uudberg lately told me tiiat bis 
imperial m.ijiosty had expressly directed him 
to urge the expediency ot partial expeditions 
on the coast of France and Holland, for tin- 
purj)oj»e of distracting the attention ol the 
enemy, and impeding the march of the 
Frciicli* reserves. The extraordinary ex- 
pen.scs arising ft orn the disasters of IVussia 
have rendered a loan of six millions sterling 
indispensable, which hie imperial is 

exceedingly deairons should bo negotiated iu 
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93. To these general censures oi 
the foreign policy of England at this 
juncture, an exception must be made 
in the case of the expedition to the 
Dardanelles. It Vas My conceived 
•and vigorously en^r^ upon. JThe 
stroke there aimar by England was 
truly at the he^^ of her adversary ; 
the fire of 3!^uck wort h*B broadsides was 
concentric with HHt of the batteries of 
Eylau ; if Successful, they would have 
added forty thousand men to the R|is* 
sian standards. This object was so 
important that it completely vindicates 
the expedition ; the only thing to be 
regretted is, that the force put at the 

England.” On 18th December 1806, he again 
wrote—'* At court this morning l.is imperial 
Tinyesty again urged, in the utTvugege krms, 
tlio ox|>odionce of a diversion an tbc enemy 
in the north of Exirope by a powerful expe- 
dition to the collars otFrance or Holland.'* 
On 2d January 1807— • I have again heard 
the etrongeet complaints that the whole of the 
enemy's forces are directed against Bussia, 
at a moment when Groat Britain docs not 
show any disjiosition to diminish the danger 
by a diversion against Franco and Holland.'' 
On January 14th — “ I must not con oeal from 
your lorii.shlps that the silence of his males 
ty’B government respecting a military diver- 
sion on the coast of Fraucf*,'h.i3 not produced 
a favourable Impressum either on the riuins- 
try or people of this country ” On .January 
2()’th — “Baron Budberg has again complained 
of the situation in wliidi K^iahas now been 
placed, h.avjugbeen left aloWlMPiinFt Franco, 
without either support on one side or diver- 
sion on lUe other." On February 4th — 
“During this interview, General lJudberg 
sroKed cvoiy opportunit}' of complaining that 
the Uussians were left without an,sifti]ititry 
assistance on the part of Great Ou 

February liith — " I cannot suflficiently ex- 
press the extreme anxiety felt here that some 
expedition ‘-(lould be undertaken by Great 
Britain, to tiivert the general concentmtion 
of tbe enemv H U>rco8 on thebaiiksof the Vis- 
tula.” H<»rv. 'thstanding these and number- 
less similar t'unonstrauces, and urgent calls 
for lUil, the British government did nothing; 
they' dcclmed to guarantee the loan of six nnl- 
lious, which was indispensable to the equip- 
ment of tlio Russian miliLia and reserves; 
they sent neither succours in men, money, 
nor arms, grounding tlieir refusal on the 
necessity of husbanding their resources for 
a protracted contest, or a straggle on their 
own shores On January 13ih, Lord Howdek 
wrote — “ In looking forward to a protracted 
con tost, for which the successes and invete- 
rate hostility of the enemy must oblljge thi.s 
country tr* provide, his mOiicsty feels it to be 
Jus duty to preserve m much as possible the 
rosou^’es to bo derived from the affections 
ot Ills people." It is difficult to find in his- 


dispoUal of ihe British admiral was not 
bucE as to have r^dered victory a 
matter of certainly. As it was, how- 
ever, it was fwlequate to the object; 
and this bold &nd well^conceived enter- 
prise would certainly have been crowned 
with deserved suooess, but for the ex- 
traordinary talents and energy of Giene- 
ral Sebastiani, and the unfortunate 
illness of lUlir Arbuihnot, which threw 
the conduct of the negotiation into th^ 
hands of the British admiral, who, 
however gallant action, was no 
match for his adversary in that species 
^‘f contest, and wasted iu fmitless 
efforts for an^accommodifion those 

tory an example oi a more ill-judged and 
discreditable jiarsiijininy ; “ husbancung," as 
Mr Canning alterwaitls said, * * your muscles 
till yon lose the urte of them." 

The infatuation of this coz)d^i<:t appears in 
siill more striking colours, when the vast 
amount of the military then lying idle in the 
British Islands is taken into oocoimt^ >'ot- 
withstanding tbe useless or pernicious expe- 
dufcions to Buenos Ayres and Alexandria, 
England had still a disposable regular fo'^cse 
of eighty tluiusand men in the British Islands. 
Her military^ foK*e. .Tan. 1807, was as fol- 
lows ; — 

JrtEGULAltS. 


Cavalry at home,^ g. 

20,041 

Infantry ditto, 

61,447 

Total ditto, 

81,488 

Infantry abroad. 

1^14 

Cavalry ditto^ 

6,274 

Totid, . ^ , 

180,876 

MILITIA 

In Oieat Britain, 

53,810 

In Ireland, 

24,180 » 

Total 

77,990 

VOLUUTRttRS 

Infaatry, 

Cavalry, 

254, '*>44 
26,342 

Artillery, 

^ 0,426 


Total, , . . m,m> 

Total in arms in British Isles— of whom 
81,488 wore regulars, . . 448,784 

But of this immense force, lying within a 
day’s sail of Franco and Holland, and in- 
cluding eighty thousand regulars, certainly 
seventy or eighty thousand might without 
difficulty have been sent to the Continent. 
In fact, in 1809 Imgland liad above seventy 
thousaifU regular soldiers at one time in 
Spain ajid Holland. Little more than half 
this force conquered Napoleon at Waterloo. 
Thrown into ^ho scale in March or April 
1807. woultT'^t once have decidedfBth'e con- 
test— Pori. Paper, July 18, 1807; Pari, Jkb, 
IX. Ill, Appendi.x, 
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precious moments which should ha^e 
been devoted to*1he most vigo^^us 
warlike demonstrations. 

94. After all, the unai^coessful issue 
of these expeditions, and the severe 
moitihcation which their failure ooca* 
sioned to the British people, had a fa- 
vourable effect on the future stages of 
the contest It is by expeiience only 
that truth is brq^gbt home to the 
^passes of mankind Mr Pitt's exter- 
nal policy had been distracted by the 
number and ecoen^c characters of his 
maritime expeditions ; but they were 
importantan some degree, as wresting; 
their colonial possessions from the 
enemy, and overshadowed by the gran- 
deur and extent of his Coutiuental 
confederacies. NoW^' however, the 
same system was pursued when hardly 
any colonies remained to be conquered, 
and Continental combination was aban- 
doned at the very time when sound 
policy counselled the vigorous and 
simultaneous direction of all the na- 
tional and European resources against 


tl^e heart of the enemy's power. The 
absurdity and impolicy of this system, 
glaring as they were> might have long 
failed in brinring it into general dis- 
credit ; but t^is vM at once effected 
by 4be diBaBt^s^^and disgi^ace with * 
which its last exertK^us were attended. 
The opinion, in conS^ueuoe, became 
universal, that it was finpofitic, as well 
as unwoi^y of ibfH:%soaroes, for so 
great a nation to waste its strength in 
suljprdmate and detached operations : 
England, it was felt, must be brought 
to wrestle hand to hand with France 
before the struggle could be brought 
to a successful issue ; the conquerors 
of Alexandria and Maida had no rea- 
son to fear a more extended conflict 
with^land forces; greater and more glo- 
rious fields fame were passionately 
desired, and that general longing after 
military renown )yas felfc which pre- 
pared the nation to support the bur- 
dens of the Peuiusular War, and share 
in the glories of Wellington’s cam- 
paigns. 



APPENDIX 


CHAPTER XXXIE. 

l^OTS A, p. 5. 

This Btatfr-paper^^he most remarkable in tbe \diole Bevolution:ai7 war, as 
containing the principles which were constantly maintained and finally brought 
to a Bucoessful issue by Great Britain, deserves to be quoted at greater length 
than is possible in the narrative of the teA : — 

** From the report of Prince Czartoriski, and the confidential communica- 
tions received from the cabinet of St Petersburg, hieJMajesty perceives with the 
highest satisfaction that the sentiments of the Emperor, in regard to the de- 
liverance and security of Europe, and its future independ^ce, agree entirely 
with his own. The King, in consequence, is desirous of intering into the 
fullest and most unreserved explanations on every point which relates to that 
great object, and to form the closest union with the Emperor, in order that, by 
their united efiforts, th^^ay secure the aid and co-operation of th<ii> other 
powers of the ContinentTiu proportions corresponding te their ability, to take 
a part in the great and importot enterprise on whicft the future safety of 
Europe is entirely dependent 

'' With these designs the firs#))oint is, to fix as precisely as possible the ol^- 
jects which arc to be kept in^view by the coalesced powers. 

** It appeal's from the explanation which has been given of the intentions of 
the Emperor, with which woseof the King areentirdy conformable, that these 
objects may be divided into three heads : — 1. 1% rescue fi:om French domina- 
tion the countries which that power has conquered since the comn^moement 
of the Revoi utiou, and to reduce it to the limits by which it was be unded be- 
fore the Revolution. 2. To make, in regard to the territories so taken from 
France, such arrangements as may at once provide for their own tranquillity 
and happiness, and establish a barrier against the future projects of aggrandise- 
ment of that power. 8. To establish, on the restoration of peace, a system of 
mutual convention and guarantee for the security of the difiei*ent powers, and 
establish in Europe a general system of public rights. 

** The first and second of these objects are announced in the most general 
terms ; but neither the one nor the otlfbr oan considered in detail without 
considering the nature and extent of the means at their disposal for carrying 
them into execution. The first is certainly that which the wishes of the Em- 
peror and King would wish to see established^ its Adlest extent, without any 
mediation or exception ; and nothing less can completely satisfy the views 
which they have formed for the deliverance of Europe. If it were possible to 
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unite tc> Great Br^in andEuiisia,^he two other great powers of the Continent^ 
there seeme no doubt that sueh an, assemblage of forces would be at their dis- 
posal, as wouM enable ^em to accomplish all that they desire. Sut if, as there 
is too much reason to fear, it shall be found impossible to|;i^e Prussia enter 
into the Yiews of the confederacy, it may be doubt^&^h^her it will be pos-^ 
sible to carry on in all parts of Europe the 3^erations nct'^ary to secure the 
first object m its fiill extent. ^ 

** The Second object involves Whin itself more than one ^ecW}f the high- 
est importanoa The views and sentiments of his Majesty the Emperor of 
Kuasia, in striviry; to b!*8!lg about this concert, are pure Sid di(«?mtereste<L 
Their chief obJ'<^ct in regard to the countries which may be conquered from 
France, is to re-establish as much as possiWe their ancient rights, and to secure 
the wellbeing of their inhabitants : but in pursuing that object, they must not 
lose sight of the general security of Europe, ou which, indeed, that wellbeing 
is mainlytlependent. ^ 

** It folSVs from this principle, that if any of these countries are capable of 
re-establishing their independence, and placed in a situation where they are 
“tapable of defendingLit, such an arrangement would be entirely conformable to 
the spirit of the pi^^osed system. But among the countries at present bub- 
jected to the dominion of France, there are others *lo whom such a system is 
wholly inapplicable, either from their ancient relations having been so com- 
pletely destroyed, that they caimofc be re-established, or because they ai‘e so 
situated, that their independence could only be nominal, and equally incom- 
patible with their own security, or that of Europe in general. Happily the 
greater number stand in the first pr^icament. If the arms of the Allies should 
be crowned with such success as to despoil France of all the conquests she has 
made since the Revolution*, it w'ould certainly be their first object to re-estab- 
lish the United Provinces and Switzerland, and the territories of the King of 
Sardinia and Naplc^, as well as the Dukes of Modena and Tuscany ; but those 
of Genoa, of th^ Italian republic, including the three Legutioiid, as well as 
Parma and l^lacentia, the Austrian Low Countries, and the Gt'rman provinces 
on (he left bank of the Rhine, belong to the second denommati-jn. As to the 
Italiafe provinces wKich have been mentioned, e||^'ience has demonstrated 
that they have neither* disposition nor resources to resist the aggi’essions of 
France ; the King of ?pain has too largely pai*ticipated in the ayatem, of which 
so large a portion of Europe has been the victims, to render it necessary to 
j;ake into consideration the ancient rights of Ifik family ; and the last measures 
of Genoa, and some of the other Italian states, ^ve them no title to appeal 
cither to the justice or generosity of the Allies. It is evident, besides, that 
these little sovereignties have no means of maintaining their independence, and 
that their separate existence serve only to weaken and paralyse the force 
which, aa much as possible, should be concentrated in the hands of the principal 
power or Italy. 

“ It is needless to dwell piirticulorly ou the situation of the Low Countries. 
The events which have taken jdace forbid the possibility of their being restored 
to the house of Austria : it follows, therefore, that some , new arrangements 
must be made in regard to that country ; and it is evident that it can never 
exist as an independent power. The same considerations apply to the states 
on the left bank of the Rhine j they have been detached from the Empire, and 
their owners received! indemnities in the interior of Geimany. It appears, 
therefore, noways repugnant te the most sacred principles of justice and pub- 
lic morality, to make, in regard to these countries, such dispositions as the 
general interests of Europe require ; and it is evident that, after all the blood 
which been shed, tht&e exis|no other means of -re-establishing the peace of 
Europe Pn a durable foundation. It is foi'tunate that such an arrau^ment, 
ewential in itself to the object which is proposed, may he made to contribute, 
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in the most powerful manner to bring fhout the means by wMoh it may be 

** It is certainly a matter of the highest importance, if not oi absolnte neoes* 
sity, to secure the efficacious and vigorous oe^peration of Austria and Hnasia ; 
but there is little reason to hope that either of these pewera will embark in the 
aommon cause, unles^fjl^ hate i^e prospect of an advantage to indemnify 
them for their exerJ^E. For thSfile reasons, his Mi^esky is clearly of o^ion, 
that nothing couldCo much contribute to thejgaiyal Securify, as by giving 
Austria addilion^strength to resist the deajgrilof France on the side of Italy, 
and putting Prugjmlft a similar situation in the Doav Countaies, In ItsJy, 
reasons of policy require that the strength of the fiBg of dlte^ia should be 
increased, and that Austria should be placed in a situation to ftflkush him with 
prompt assistance in case of attack. •With this view, it is indi8peiisableuth|it 
the territories now forming the Eepublio of Italy should be giren to othey Sove- 
reigns. In making the dlatributiou, a proper augmentation must be given to 
the King of Sardinia ; and his poasessionSf as well ae those of the grand-muchy of 
Tusrany, which it is proposed to revive, be broufijit imcontact with those of 
Austria ; and for those ends, the Ligurian Republic, to all appearance, must be 
united to Piedmont. - • 

Such territorial arrang^ents Would go far to secure the future repose of 
h'urope, by forming a more* powerful barrier against the ambition of France 
than lias yet existed ; but to render that security complete, it appears neces- 
sary that there should be concluded, at the period of a general pacification, a 
general treaty, by wliich the European powers should mutually guarantee each 
others’ possessions. Such a treaty would lay the foundation in Europe of a 
system < 'f public right, and would contribu% as much as seems possible to i o- 
press future enterprises directed against the general tranquillity ; and above 
all, to render abortive every project o* aggrandisement, similar to those which 
have produced all the disasteifr of Europe since the calamitous era of the 
French ii evolution.”- Schokix, vii ,'J9; JoMiNi, Vi( c/e NcynUon, i. 471, 478. 

In all these varif tl projects, there is not a syllable either abbut territorial ac 
qiiisitiori to Great Britain, or the iuHiclioii upon France of any part of that 
system td’ {spoliation which she had so liberally applied to other states. The 
whole project breathes .‘.pint of justice, philanthropy, and model ition; 

it contemidates restitution, and restitution only whei\ that was practicable; 
and whore it was not, such now arrangements as the int rest of the people in 
the territories to be disposed of, and the general safety of Europe, required. 
The w orld has since had abugMit reason to experience the prophetic wisdon^ 
of these urrangoments, in all cases where they were subsequently cmied into 
execution, to lament the deviation made from them, particularly in tiie 
final df'atructiou of Poland and Belgium. 
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FINANCIAL DETAILS OF GREAT BRITAIN FOR 1805. 

^ INCOME, GREAT BRITAIN. 

KrtraemUnary* * 

Malt and personal estate duties, *. £2,750,000 

War taxes, . . 8,300,000 

New war do., . . . . ^ 1,150,000 

m * 

Ciary forward, £12,200,000 
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£ 48 , 09^,000 
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